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^  ^'  TJITHEN    the  Parliament  met  in  Odlober,  c  h  A  P* 

the  Queen  in  her  fpecch  took  notice  of    ^'^^• 
the  declaration   by  the   Duke   of  Savoy,  and  the  ^^'^^^^T"^ 
treaty  with  Portugal,  as  circum fiances  afi\'antafi:eou3 
to  the  alliance*     She  told  them,  that  although  no 
provifion   was  tnade  for  the   expedition  to  Lilbon, 
and  the  augmentation  of  the  land-forces,  the  funds 
had  anfwered  fo  well,  and  the  produce  of  prizes  been 
fo  confiderable,   that  the  puWick  had  not  run  in 
debt  by  thofe   additional  feryices  :    that   (he  had 
contributed  out  of  her  own  revenue   to  the   fup- 
port  of  the  circle  of  Suabia,  whofe  firm  adherence 
to  the  ihtcreft  of  the   AlUes  defciTed  her  feafon- 
able  ailiilance.     She  faid,  ihe  would  not  engage  in 
any  unneceflary    expcncc    of    her    own,   that   fhe 
hiight    have  the  more   to  fpare  towards   the  eafc 
of  her  fubjedls.     She  recommended    difpatch  and 
union^  and  earneftly  exhorted  them  to  avoid  any 
heats  or  divifions  that  might  give  encouragement  to 
the  common  enemies  of  the  Church  and  State.    Not- 
withftanding  this  admonition,  and  the  addrefles  of 
both  Houfes,  in  which  they  promifed  to  avoid  all 
divifions,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons for  renewing  the  bill  againft  occafional  con- 
formity, and  carried  by  a  great  majority*     In  the 
new  draft,  however,   the    penalties    were    lowered, 
and  the  fevereft*  claufes  mitigated.     As  the  Court  no 
longer  interefted  itfelf  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure, 
the  Houfe  was  pretty  equally  divided  with  refpedt 
to  the  fpeakers,  and  the  debates  on  each  fide  were 
maintained  with   equal  Ipirit  and  ability :  at  length 
it  pafied,  and  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  who  hand- 
led it  fHll  more  feverely.     It  was  oppofed  by  a  fmall 
majority  of  the  Bilhops,  and  particularly  by  Burnet 
of  Sarum,  who  declaimed  againft  it,  as  a  fcheme 
of  the  Papifts  to  fet  the  Church  and  Proteftants  at 
variance.     It  was  fuccefiively  attacked  by  the  I3uke 
of  Devonshire,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,   the  Lords 
Haverfham,  M<5hun,  Ferrars,  and  Wharton.     Prince 
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BOOR  George  of  Denmark  abfented  himfelf  from  the 
,  ^*  Houfe;  and  the  queftion  being  put  for  a  fecond 
^"^^^^^^  reading,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  ;  yet  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  Godolphin  entered 
their  diflent  againft  its  being  rejected,  though  the 
former  had  poflitively  declared,  that  he  thought 
the  bill  unfeafonable.  The  Commons  having  pe- 
rufed  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal,  voted  forty 
thoufand  men,  including  five  thoufand  marines,  for 
the  fea.fervicc  of  the  eniuing  year ;  and  a  like  num- 
ber of  land  forces,  to  ti61  in  conjunction  with  the 
Allies,  befides  the  additional  ten  thoufand :  they 
likewife  refolvcd.  That  the  proportion  to  be  em- 
ployed in  Portugal  ihould  amount  to  eight  thoufand. 
Sums  were  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  thefc 
great  armaments,  as  well  as  for  the  fubfidies  payable 
to  her  Majefty*s  Allies  ;  and  funds  appointed  equal 
to  the  occalion.  Then  they  afllired  the  Queen,  in 
an  addrefs,  that  they  would  provide  for  tlie  fupport 
of  fucli  alliances  as  fhe  had  made,  or  Ihould  make, 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

§  11.  At  this  period  the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the 
,  detection  of  a  confpiracy  faid  to  be  hatched  by  the 
Jacobites  of  Scotland.  Simon  Frafer  Lord  Lovat^- 
a  man  of  defperate  enterprife,  profound  diffimula- 
tion,  abandoned  morals,  and  ruined  fortune,  who 
had  been  outlawed  for  having  raviihed  a  filler  of 
the  Marquis  of  Athol,  was  the  perfon  to  whom  the 
plot  feems  to  have  owed  its  origin.  He  repaired 
to  the  Court  of  St.  Germain's,  where  he  undertook 
to  aflemble  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  Highlanders 
to  a<9:  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  if  the  Court  of 
France  would  affift  them  with  a  fmall  reinforcement 
of  troops,  together  with  officers,  arms,  ammimition, 
and  money.  The  French  King  feemed  to  liften  to 
the  propofal ;  but,  as  Frafer's  character  was  infa- 
mous, he  doubted  his  veracity.  He  was,  therefore^ 
fcnt  back  to  Scotland  with  two  other  perfons,  who 
were  inftrudled  to  learn  the  ftrcngth  and  fentiments 
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of  the  clans,  and  endeavour  to  engage  fome  of  theC  HAP. 
nobility  in  the  defign  of  an  ini'urredtion.     Frafer  no    ^^'^• 
fooner  returned,   than  he  privately  difcovered  the^^*^^^^^^ 
whole  tranfa<5lion  to  the  Duke  of  Queenlberry,  and 
undertook  tojnake  him  acquainted  with  the  whole 
correfpondence    between    the    Pretender  and    the 
Jacobites.     In  confequence  of  this  fervice  he  was 
provided  with  a  pafs,  to  fecure  him  from  all   profe- 
cution ;    and  made  a  progrcfs  through  the  High- 
lands, to  found   the  inclination  of  the  chieftains. 
Before  he  fet  out  on  this  circuit,  he  delivered  to 
the  Duke  a  letter  from   the  Queen  Dowager  at  St. 
Germain's,   direded  to  the  Marquis  of  Athol  :  it 
was  couched  in  general  terms,  and  fuperfcribed  in 
a  different  character;   fo  that,   in   all  probability, 
Frafer  had  forged  the  direction,  with  a  view  to  ruin 
the  Marquis,  who  had  profecuted  him  for  the  injury 
done  to  his  lifter.     He  propofed  a  fecond  journey 
to  France,  where  he  fhould  be  able  to  difcovcr  other 
more   material   circumftances  ;    and    the   Duke  of 
Queenfberry  procured  a  pafs  for  him  to  go  to  Hol- 
land from  the  Earl  t>f  Nottingham^  though  it  was 
expedited  under  a  borrowed  name.  -  The  Duke  had 
communicated  his  difcovery  to  the  Queen,  without 
difclofing  his   name,  which  he   defircd  might    be 
concealed:    her   Majefty    believed  the   particulars, 
which  were  confirmed  by  her  fpies  at  Paris,  as  well 
as  by  the  evidence  of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  had 
lately  been  convoyed  from  France  to  England  in 
an  open  boat,  and  apprehended  at  Falkftone.     This 
gentleman  pretended  at  (irli,  that  his  intention  was 
to  go  through  England  to  his  own  country,  in  order 
to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Queen's  pardon  ;  and  this, 
in  all  probability,  was  his  real  delign ;  but  being  • 
given  to  underftand  that  he  would  be  treated  in 
England  as  a  traitor,  unlefs    he  ihould  merit  for- 
givenefs,  by  making  important  difcoveries,   he  re- 
lated all    he   knew   of  the  propofed    infurredlion. 
From  his  informations  t^ie  minillry  gave  dire<ftions 
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BOOK  for  apprehending  one  Keith,  whofe  uncle  had  ao- 
^'  cpmpanied  Frafer  from  France,  and  knew  all  the 
,703,  intrigues  of  the  Court  of  St.  Germain's.  He  de- 
clared, that  there  was  no  other  defign  on  foot,  ex- 
cept that  of  paving  the  way  for  the  Pretender*? 
afcendijig  the  throne  after  the  Queen's  deceafe. 
Fcrgufon,  that  veteran  confpirator,  affirmed  that 
Frafer  had  been  employed  by  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
berry  to  decoy  fome  perfons  whom  he  hated  into  a 
confpiracy,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity,  to 
cffeft  their  ruin ;  and  by  the  difcovery  eftablifh  his 
own  credit,  which  began  to  totter.  Perhaps  there 
'was  too  much  reafon  for  this  imputation.  Among 
thofe  who  were  feized  at  this  time  was  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Lindfay,  who  had  been  under- 
,  fecretary  to  the  Earl  of  Middleton.  He  had  re- 
turned from  France  to  Scotland,  in  order  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the  Queen's  pardon,  iinder  the  fhelter 
of  which  he  camtf  to  England,  thinking  himfelf 
fecure  from  profecution.  He  protefted  he  knew  of 
no  defigns  againil  the  Queen  or  her  government ; 
and  that  he  did  not  believe  ftie  would  ever  receive 
the  leaft  injury  or  moleftation  from  the  Court  of 
St.  Germain's.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  having  re- 
ceived intimation  of  this  confpiracy,  refolved,  That 
a  Committee  ihould  be  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  particulars  ;  and  ordered.  That  Sir  John  Mac- 
lean iTiould  be  next  day  brought  to  their  Houfe, 
The  Queen,  who  was  far  from  being  pleafed  with 
this  inftance  of  their  officious  interpofition,  gave 
them  to  underfland  by  meflage,  that  flie  thought  it 
would  be  inconvenient  to  change  the  method  of 
examination  already  begun  ;  and  that  (he  would  in 
a  fhort  time  inform  the  Houfe  of  the  whole  affair.. 
On  the  feventeenth  day  of  December  the  Queen 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  having  pafled  the 
bill  for  the  land-tax,  made  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes^ 
in  which  fhe  declared,  that  fhe  had  unqueftionable 
informitiqn  of  ill  practices  and  defigns  carried  oh 
'  •  •-  by 
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hy  the  emiflaries  of  France  in  Scotland.    The  Lords  chap. 
perfifting  in  their  refolution  to  bring  the  inquiry  ^Y^^J[^ 
into  their  own  Houfe,  chofe  their  McH  committee    ,703. 
by  ballot ;  and  in  an  addreft,  thanked  her  Majefty 
for  the  information  Ihe  had  been  pleafed  to  commu- 
nicate, 

§  III.  The  Commons  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  Queen  was  dilobligcd  at  thefe  proceedings  of 
the  Upper  Houfe,  which,  indeed,  implied  an  in- 
fuk  upon  her  miniftry,  if  not  upon  herfelf,  pre- 
f^ted  an  addrefs,  declaring  themfelves  furprized  to 
iind,  that  when  perfons  fufpe<Sled  ,of  treafonable 
pra<!^ices  were  taken  into  cuftody  by  her  Majefty's 
meflengers,  in  order  to  be  examined,  the  Lords, 
in  violation  to  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  had 
wrefled  them  out  of  her  hands,  and  arrogated  the 
examination  folely  to  themfelves  ;  fo  that  a  due  in- 
quiry into  the  evil  pra6lices  and  defigns  againll  her 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government  might,  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  obrtruiHed.  They  earneftly  delired, 
that  f})e  would  fuffer  no  diminution  of  the  preroga- 
tive ;  and  they  afliired  her  they  would  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  power,  fupport  her  in  the  exercife  of 
it  at  home,  as  well  as  in  aflerring  it  againft  all  in- 
vafions  whatfoever.  The  Queen  thanked  them  for 
their  concern  and  afliirances  ;  and  was  not  ill  plea- 
fed  at  the  naturfe  of  the  addrefs,  though  the  charge 
againft  the  Peers  was  not  ftri(^ly  true;  for  there 
were  many  inftances  of  their  having  aflumed  fuch 
a  right  of  inquiry,  The  Upper  Houfe  deeply 
refented  the  accufarion.  They  declared,  that  by 
the  known  kws  and.cuftom^  of  Pariiament,  they 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  take  examinations  of 
perfons  charged  with  criminal  matters,  whether 
thofe  perfons  were,  or  were  not  in  cuftody.  They 
refolved,  That  the  addrefs  of  the  Commons  was 
unparliamentary,  groundlefs,  without  precedent, 
highly  mjurious  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  tending  to 
interrupt  thp  good  correfpondcnce  between  the  two 

Houfes, 
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BOO  Klioiifes,  to  create  an  ill  opinion  in  her  Majefly  of 
^-      the  Houfe  of  Peers,  of  dangerous  confequence  to 

^■^^^[^^the  liberties  of  the  People,  the  conflitution  of  the 
kingdom,  and  privileges  of  Parliament.  They  pre- 
fented  a  long  reraonftrance  to  the  Queen,  juftifying 
their  own  condu6t,  explaining  the  Heps  they  had 
taken,  recriminating  upon  the  Commons,  and  ex- 
prefling  the  moft  fervent  zeal,  duty,  and  affection 
to  her  Majefty.  In  her  anfwer  to  this  reprefentation 
which  was  drawn  up  with  elegance,  propriety,  ancj 
precifion,  fhe  profefled  her  forrow  for  the  mifunder- 
ftanding  which  had  happened  between  the  two 
Houfes  of  ParUament,  and  thanked  them  for  the 
concern  they  had  exprefled  for  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Prerogative  ;  which  fhe  fhould  never 
exert  fo  willingly  as  for  the  good  of  her  fubjeds,  and 
the  protection  of  their  liberties. 

§  IV.  Among  other  perfons  feized  on  the  coaft  of 
Suflex,  on  their  landing  from  France,  was  one 
Boucher,  who  had  been  aide-du-camp  to  the  Duke 
of  Berwick.  This  man,  when  examined,  denied  all 
knowledge  of  any  conspiracy  :  he  faid,  that  being 
weary  of  living  fo  long  abroad,  and  having  made 
fomc  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  obtain  a  pafs,  he  had 
chofen  rather  to  call  himfelf  on  the  Queen  s  mercy, 
than  to  remain  longer  in  exile  from  his  native  coun- 
try. He  was  tried  and  condemned  for  high-treafon, 
yet  continued  to  declare  himfelf  ignorant  of  the  plot. 
He  proved,  that  in  the  war  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  in 
Flanders,  he  had  treated  the  Englilh  prifoners  with 
great  humanity.  The  Lords  delifted  from  the  pro- 
lecution  ;  he  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  died  in  New- 
gate. On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham  told  the  Houfe,  that  the  Queen  had 
commanded  him  to  lay  before  them  the  papers  con- 
taining all  the  particulars  hitherto  discovered  of  the 
confpiracy  in  Scotland  ;  but  that  there  was  one  cir- 
cumllance  which  could  not  yet  be  properly  commu- 
nicated, without  running  the  rifque  of  preventing  a 
3  difcovery 


I  ^  A    N    N   £•  9 

:difcovery   of  greater  importance.    They  forthwithCH  ap, 
I  drew  up  and  prefented  an  addrefs,  defiling,  that  3-11  ^^5![?!ILj 

the  papers  might  be  immediately  fubmitted  to  their  jyp^. 
infpe<Stion.  The  Queen  laid  Ihe  did  not  expedl  to 
be  prefled  in  this  manner  immediately  after  the  de- 
claration fhe  had  made  :  but  in  a  few  days  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham  delivered  the  papers  fealed,  to  the 
Houfe,  and  all  the  Lords  were  fummoned  to  attend 
pn  the  eighth  day  of  February,  that  they  might  be 
opened  and  pemfed.  Nottingham  was  fufpc<5ed  of 
a  defign.to  ftifle  the  confpiracy.  Complaint  was 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  had  dif- 
charged  an  officer  belonging  to  the  late  King  James, 
who  had  been  feized  by  the  Governor  of  Berwick. 
A  warm  debate  enfued,  and  at  length  ended  in  a  re- 
folvc.  That  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  one  of  her 
Majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  for  his  great 
abihty  and  diligence  in  the  execution  of  liis  office, 
for  his  unqueftionable  fidelity  to  the  Queen  and  her 
Government,  and  for  his  fl:eady  adherence  to  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  highly 
merited  the  truft  her  Majefty  had  repofed  in  him. 
They  ordered  the  Speaker  to  prefent  this  refolution 
to  the  Queen,  who  faid,  fhe  was  glad  to  find  them 
fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who 
was  trufied  by  her  in  fo  confiderable  an  office.  They 
perufedthe  examinations  of  the  witneflfes  which  were 
Jaid  before  them,  without  paffing  judgment,  or  of- 
fering advice  on  the  fubjecft  :  but  they  thanked  her 
Majefl:y  for  having  communicated  thofe  particulars, 
as  well  as  for  her  wifdom  and  care  of  the  nation. 
When  the  Lords  proceeded  with  uncommon  eager- 
nefs  in  their  inquiry,  the  Lower  Houfe,  in  another 
addrefs,  renewed  their  complaints  againft  the  con- 
du6l  of  the  Peers,  which  they  ftill  affirmed  was 
without  a  precedent.  But  this  was  the  language  of 
irritated  &6iion,  by  which  indeed  both  fides  were 
equally  a<9^iated. 
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^  V.  The  felecft  committee  of  the  Lords  profc- 
cuted  the  inquiry,  and  founded  their  report  chiefly 
on  the  confeffion  of  Sir  John  Maclean,  who  owned 
that  the  Court  of  St.  Germain's  had  liflened  to  Lo- 
vat's  propolal :  that  feveral  councils  had  been  held 
at  the  Pretender's  court  on  the  fubjed  of  an  inva- 
iion ;  and  that  perfons  were  fent  over  to  found  fome 
of  the  nobility  in  Scotland.  But  the  nature  of  their 
private  correfpondence  and  negotiation  could  not 
be  difcovered.  Keith  had  tampered*  with  his  uncle 
to  dildofe  the  whole  fecret ;  and  this  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  which  the  Queen  declined  imparting  to 
the  Lords,  until  Ihe  Ihould  know  the  fuccefs  of  his 
endeavours,  which  proved  ineffectual.  The  Uncle 
flood  aloof ;  and  the  miniftry  did  not  heartily  engage 
in  the  inquiry.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  having  finif hed 
thefe  examinations,  and  being  warmed  with  violent 
debates,  voted.  That  there  had  been  dangerous  plots 
between  fome  perfons  in  Scotland  and  the  Courts  of 
France  and  St.  Germain's  ;  and,  That  the  encou- 
ragement for  this  plotting  arofe  from  the  not  fettUng 
the  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland  in  the  Houfe 
of  Hanoven  Thefe  votes  were  lignified  to  the 
Queen  in  an  addrefs ;  and  they  promifed,  that  when 
the  fucceffion  fhould  be  thus  fettled,  they  would  en^ 
deavour  to  promote  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms 
upon  juft  and  reafonable  terms.  Then  they  com- 
pofed  another  reprefentation,  in  anfwer  to  the  fecond 
addrefs  of  the  Commons  touching  their  proceed- 
ings. They  charged  the  Lower  Houfe  with  want  of 
zeal  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  inquiry.  They 
produced  a  great  number  of  precedents,  to  prove 
chat  their  conduct  had  been  regular  and  parliament 
tary ;  and  they>  in  their  turn,  accufed  the  Commons 
of  partiality  and  injultice  in  vacating  legal  elections. 
The  Queen,  in  anfwer  to  this  remonfirance,  faid, 
(he  looked  upon  any  milunderftanding  between  the 
two  Houfes  as  a  very  great  misfortune  to  the  king- 
dom; and  that  Ihe  ihould  never  omit  any  thing 

in 
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in  her  power  to  prevent  all  occafions  of  them  for  the  chap. 
future.  J}^ 

§  VI.  The  Lords  and  Commons,  animated  by  ^^^^ 
-fuch  oppofite  principles,  feized  every  opportunity 
of  thwarting  each  other.  An  adlion  having  been 
brought  by  one  Matthew  Afhby  again (l  William 
White,"  and  the  other  Conftables  of  Aylelbury,  for 
having  denied  him  the  privilege  of  vodng  in  the 
laft  elc<ftion,  the  caufe  was  tried  at  the  aflizes, .  and 
the  conftables  were  caft  with.<lamages.  But  an  or- 
der was  given  in  the  Queen's  Bench  to  quafli  all  the 
proceedings,  fince  no  atlion  had  ever  been  brought 
on  that  account.  The  caufe  being  moved  by  writ 
of  error  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  argued  with 
great  warmth  :  at  length  it  was  carried  by  a  great 
majority,  that  the  order  of  the  Queen's  Bench  fhould 
be  fet  aiide,  and  judgment  pronounced  according 
to  the  verdid  given  at  the  aflizes.  The  Commons 
coniidered  thefe  proceedings  as  encroaching  on  their 
privileges.  They  pafled  five  different  refolutions, 
importing,  that  the  Commons  of  England  in  Par- 
liament aflembled  had  the  fole  right  to  examine  and 
determine  all  matters  relating  to  the  right  of  eledlion 
of  their  own  members :  That  the  practice  of  deter- 
mining the  qualifications  of  dedlors  in  any  court  of 
law  would  expofe  all  Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  returning 
Officers,  to  a  multiplicity  of  vexatious  fuits,  and  in- 
fupportable  expences,  and  fubjedt  them  to  different 
and  independent  jurifdidtions,  as  well  as  to  incon- 
fiflent  determinations  in  the  fame  cafe,  without  re- 
lief :  That  Matthew  Afhby  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
privilege,  as  were  all  Attornies,  Solicitors,  Counfel- 
lors,  and  Serjeants  at  Law,  foliciting,  profecuting,  or 
pleading  in  any  cafe  of  the  fame  nature.  Thefe  re- 
folutions, figned  by  the  clerk,  were  fixed  upon  the 
gate  of  Weftminfter-hall.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Lords  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  ftate  of 
the  cafe;  and,  upon  their  report,  refolved.  That 
pvery  perfon  being  wilfully,  hindered  to  exercife  his 
•  2  right 


.la  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

K right  of  voting,  might  maintain  an  ai^ion  in  the 
Queen  s  courts  agamlt  the  officer  by  whom  his  vote 
^j^y  fhould  be  refufed,  to  aflert  his  right,  and  recover 
damage  for  the  injury  :  That  an  aflertion  to  the  con- 
trary was  deftruiftive  of  the  property  of  the  fubjedls, 
againft  the  freedom  of  eleclions,  and  manifeftly 
tended  to  the  encouragement  of  partiahty  and  cor- 
ruption :  That  the  declaring  of  Matthew  Alhby 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  an  unprecedented  attempt  upon  the  judi- 
caturc  of  Parliament,  and  an  attempt  to  fubje<9:  the 
law  of  England  to  the  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. Copies  of  the  cafe,  and  thefe  refolutions, 
were  fent  by  the  Lord-keeper  to  all  the  Sheriffs  of 
England,  to  be  circulated  through  all  the  boroughs 
of  their  refpeclive  counties. 

§  VII.  On  the  feventh  day  of  February,  the  Queen 
ordered  fecretary  Hedges  to  tell  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  ihe  had  remitted  the  arrears  of  the  tenths 
to  the  poor  clergy :  that  Ihe  would  grant  her  whole 
revenue  arifing  out  of  the  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  as 
far  as  it  fhould  become  free  from  incumbrance,  as 
an  augmentation  of  their  maintenance  :  that  if  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  could  find  any  method  by  which 
her  intentions  to  the  poor  clergy  might  be  made 
more  efFediual,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
Publick,  and  acceptable  to  her  Majefty.  The  Com- 
Inons  immediately  brought  in  a  bill,  enabling  her 
to  alienate  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  and  create  a 
corporation  by  charter,  to  diredt  the  application  of 
it  to  the  ul'cs  propoi'ed  :  they  likewife  repealed  the 
ftatute  of  Mortmain,  lb  far  as  to  allow  all  men  to 
bequeath  by  will,  or  grant  by  deed,  any  fum  they 
fhould  think  fit  to  give  towards  the  augmentation 
of  benefices.  Acldreiles  of  thanks  -and  acknow- 
ledgement from  all  the  clergy  of  England  were  prc- 
fented  to  the  Queen  for  her  gracious  bounty  :  but 
very  little  regard  was  paid  to  Bmnet,  Bifhop  of  Sa- 
rum^  although  the  Queen  declared  that  Prelate  au- 
thor 
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thor  of  the  projcdl.     He  was  generally  hated,  eitherc  hap. 
as  a  Scot,  a  Low-chiirchman,  or  a  meddling  Par-    ^*^'^* 

^^^^  ...  .  .     ""^tC^ 

.  ^  VIII.  In  March  an  inquiry  into  the  condition. 

of  the  Navy  was  begun  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  They 
defired  the  Queen  in  an  addrefs  to  give  fpeedy  and 
effectual  orders,  that  a  number  of  Ihips  fufficient  for 
the  home  feiVice  fhould  be  equipped  and  manned 
with  all  poffible  expedition.     They  refolvedj  That 
Admiral  Graydon's  hot  attacking  the  four  French 
fliips  in  the  Channel  had  been  a  prejudice  to  the 
Queen's  fervice,  and  a  difgrace  to  trie  nation :  That  • 
his  prefling  men  in  Jamaica,  and  his  feverit}^  towards 
mailers  of  merchant  veflels  and  tranfports,  had  been 
a  great  difcouragement  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ifland,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  her  Majefty's  fer\ice ; 
and  they  prefented  an  addrefs  againft  him,  in  con- 
fequence   of  which  he  was  difmiUcd.     They  exa- 
mined the  accounts  of  the  Earl  of'  Orford,  ^ainfl: 
which  great  clamour  had  been  raifed;  and  taking 
cognizance  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  publick  accounts  found  them  falfe  in 
fadt,  ill-grounded,  and  of  no  importance.  The  Com- 
mons befought  the  Queen  to  order  a  profecution  on 
account  of  ill  pra6lices  in  the  Earl  of  Ranelagh's 
office  :   and  they  fent  up  to  the  Lords  a  bill  for  con- 
tinuing  the    commillion  on  the  publick  accounts. 
Some  alterations  were  made  in  the  Upper  Houfe, 
efpecially  in  the  nomination  of  Commiffioners ;  but  , 
thefe  were  rejected  by  the  Commons.     The  Peers 
adhering  to  their  amendments,  the  bill  dropped,  and 
the  conuniflion  expired.     No  other  bill  of  any  con- 
fequence  palled  in  this  feffion,    except  an  act  for 
raifing  recruits,    which  empowered  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  to  imprefs  idle  perfons  for  foldiers  and  ma^ 
rines.    On  the  third  day  of  April  the  Queen  went  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  having  made  a  Ihort  fpeech 
on  the  ufual  topicks  of  acknowledgement,  unity,  and 
moderation,  prorogued  the  Parhament  to  the  fourth 

day 
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K  day  of  July.  The  divifion  ftill  continued  betxi'eerf 
the  two  Houfcs  of  Convocation  ;  fo  that  nothing  of'  * 
moment  was  tranfac^ted  in  that  aflembly,  except  their 
addrefs  to  the  Queen  upoft  hef  granting  the  firft- 
fruits  and  tenths  for  the  augmentation  of  Inidl  bene- 
fices. At  the  fame  time,  the  Lower  Houfe  fent 
their  Prolocutor  with  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  return  their 
thanks  to  that  honourable  Houfe  for  having  eipoufed 
the  intereft  of  the  clergy ;  and  to  aflure  them  that 
the  Convocation  would  purfue  fuch  methods  as  might 
beft  conduce  to  the  fupport,  honour,  intereft,* and 
fecurity  of  the  Church  as  now  by  law  eftabliihed/ 
They  fent  up  to  the  Archbilhop  and  Prelates  divers 
reprefentations,  containing  complaints,  and  propofing 
canons  and  articles  of  reformation :  but  very  little 
regard  was  paid  to  their  remonftrances. 

^  IX.  About  this  period  the  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
after  having  ineffectually  prefled  the  Queen  to  difcard 
the  Dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Devonlhire,  refigned 
the  feals.  The  Earl  of  Jerfey  and  Sir  Edward 
Seymour  were  difmifled :  the  Earl  of  Kent  was  ap- 
pointed Chamberlain^  Harley  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Henry  St.  John  Secretary  of  War.  The  difcover}-  of 
the  Scottifh  confpiracy  was  no  fooner  known  in 
France,  than  Louis  ordered  Frafer  to  be  imprifoncd 
in  the  Baftile.  In  England,  Lindfay  being  fentenced 
to  die  for  having  correfponded  with  France,  was 
given  to  underftand  that  he  had  no  mercy  to  expert, 
unlefs  he  would  difcover  the  confpiracy.  He  per- 
iifted  in  denying  all  knowledge  of  any  fuch  confpi- 
racy ;  and  fcorned  to  fave  his  life  by  giving  faJfe 
information.  In  order  to  intimidate  him  into  a  con- 
fefGon,  the  miniftry  ordered  him  to  be  conveyed  ta 
Tyburn,  where  he  ftill  reje61ed  life  upon  the  term* 
propofed:  then  he  was  carried  back  to  Newgate, 
where  he  remained  fome  years :  at  length  he  wa* 
baniftied,  and  died  of  hunger  in  Holland.  The 
nunifters  had  been  fo  lukewarm  and  languid  in  the  in- 
^  '  Ycftigatioa 
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Teftigation  of  the  Scottifh  confpiracy,  that  the  Whigs  C  H  A  F. 
loudly  exclaimed  againft  them  as  difguifed  Jacobites,  ^J^][^Jl^ 
and  even  whifpered  infinuations,  implying,  that  the    ,70 j. 
Queen  herfelf  had  a  fecret  bias  of  lifterly  affection 
for  the  Court  of  St.  Geraiain's,     What  feemed  to 
confirm  this  allegation,  was  the  difgrace  of  tlie  Duke 
of  Queenlberry,  who  had  exerted  himfelf  with  re- 
markable  zeal    in   the  detection :    but  the  decline 
of  his  intereil  in  Scotland  was  the  real  caufe  of  his 
being  laid  afide  at  this  jun6lure, 

^  X.  The  defign  of  the  Court  was  to  procure  in 
the  Scottiili  Parliament  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbr 
to  the  Crown,  and  a  fupply  for  the  forces,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  in  the  preceding  feflion.     Se- 
cretary Johnfton,    in  concert  with  the  Marquis  of 
Tweedale,  undertook  to  carry  thefe  points,  in  return 
for  certain  hmitations  on  the  fucceflbr,  to  which  her 
Majeiiy  agreed.     The  Marquis  was  appointed  Com-Bnmet. 
miffioner.    The  office  of  Lord-regifter^as  beftowed^'^-  ^ 
upon  Johnilon ;  and  the  Parliament  met  on  the  iixthp^„i"||^ 
day  of  July.    The  Queen,  in  her  letter,  exprefled  Lockhait. 
her  concem  that  thefe  divifions  fhould  have  rifen  to^"^^^ 
fuch  a  height,  as  to  encoura^  the  enemies  of  theUvwof 
nation  to  employ  their  emiilaries  for  debauchii)g  herjjjf^*^'"** 
good  fubje6ls  from  their  allegiance.     She  declared  voitaire. 
her  refolution  to  grant  whatever  could  in  reafon  be^"*- «^ 
demanded  for  qmeting  the   minds   of  the   people.  h/J^J!* of 
She  told  them,  £he  had  empowered  the  Marquis  of  theDnkcof 
Tweedale  to  give,  unqueftionable  proofs  of  her  de-J^"^^^^* 
termination  to  maintain  the  government  in  Church 
and  State  as  by  law  eilabliflied  in  that  kingdom  ;    to 
confent  to  fuch  laws  as  ihould  be  found  wanting  for 
the  further  fecurity  of  both,  and  for  preventing  all 
encroachinents   for  the  future.     She    eameftly  ex- An.  i7©4, 
horted  them  to  fettle  the  fucceffion  in  the  Proteftant 
line,  as  a  ftep  abfolutely  neceflary  for  their  own  peace 
and  happinefs,  the  quiet  and  fecurity  of  all  her  do- 
minions,   the  reputation  of  her  affairs  abroad,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  Proteftant  intercft  through 

all 
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B  o  o  Kail  Europe.  She  declared,  that  fhe  had  authorized 
^^^^\^the  Cornmiflioners  to  give  the  Royal  aflent  to  what- 
1704.  ^ver  could  be  reafonably  demanded,  and  was  in  her 
power  to  grant,  for  fecuring  the  fovereignty  and 
liberties  of  that  her  ancient  kingdom.  The  remain- 
ing part  of  the  letter  turned  upon  the  neceffity  of 
their  granting  a  fupply,  the  difcouragement  'of  vice, 
the  encouragement  of  commerce,  and  the  ufual  re- 
commendation of  moderation  and  unanimity. 

^  XL  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  prefented  a  refolve. 
That  the  Parliament  would  not  name  a  fuccefibr  to 
the  Crown ;  until  the  Scots  Ihould  have  concluded  a 
previous  treaty  with  England,  in  relation  to  com- 
merce and  other  concerns.  This  motion  produced 
a  warm  debate,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Fletcher  of 
Salton,  expatiated  upon  the  hardfhips  and  miferies 
which  the  Scots  had  fuftained  fince  the  union  of  the 
two  Crowns  under  one  Sovereign,  and  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  bettering  their  condition,  unlefs  they  fhould 
take  care  to  anticipate  any  defign  that  tended  to  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  calamities*.  Another  re- 
folve  was  produced  by  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  import- 
ing, That  the  Parliament  ihould  proceed  to  make 
fuch  limitations  and  conditions  of  the  government  as 
might  be  judged  proper  for  redlifying  the  conftitu- 
tion;  for  vindicating  and  fecuring  the  fovereignty 
and  independency  of  the  nation ;  and  that  then 
Parliament  would  take  into  confideration  the  other 
refolve  offered  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  for  a 
treaty  previous  to  the  nomination  of  a  fucccflbr. 
This  propofal  was  feconded  by  the  Court  party,  and 
violent  heats  enfued.  At  length,  Sir  James  Falconer, 
of  Phefdo,  offered  an  expedient,  which  neither 
party  could  refufe  with  any  fhow  of  moderation. 
He  fuggefted  a  refolve.  That  the  Parliament  would 
not  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbr,  until 
the  previous  treaty  with  England  fhould  be  difcuffed  j 
and  that  it  would  make  the  neceflary  limitations  and 
conditions  of  government^  bcfojre  the  fucceflbr  fhould 
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be  nominated.  *rhis  joint-refolve,  being  put  to  thee  hap. 
vote,  was  carried  by  a  great  majority.  The  treaty  ^'^'* 
with  England  was  negleAed,  and  the  affair  of  the^^^^j^I^^- 
fucceflion  confequently  poftponed.  The  Duke  of 
Athol  moved,  That  her  Majefty  (hould  be  defired 
to  fend  down  the  witnefles  and  all  the  papers  relating 
to  the  confpiracy,  that,  after  due  examination,  thofc 
who  were  unjultly  accufed  might  be  vindicated,  and 
the  guilty  punifhed  according  to  their  demerits.  The 
Commiffioner  declared,  that  he  hsA  already  written, 
and  would  write  again  to  the  Queen  on  that  fubje6h 
The  intention  of  the  Cavaliers  was  to  convi<5l  the 
Duke  of  Queenlberry  of  malice  and  calumny  in  the 
profecution  of  that  affair,  that  they  might  wreak 
their  vengeance  upon  him  for  that  inftance  of  his 
animofity,  as  well  as  for  his  having  deferted  them  in 
the  former  felfion.  He  found  means,  however,  to 
perfuade  the  Queen,  that  fuch  an  inquiry  would  not 
only  protradl  tFje  feiflion,  but  alfo  divert  them  from 
the  fetdement  of  the  fucceflion,  and  raife  fuch  a  fer- 
ment as  might  be  productive  of  tragical  confe- 
quences.  Alarmed  at  thefe  fuggeftions,  Ihe  refolved 
to  prevent  the  examination ;  and  gave  no  anfwer  to 
the  repeated  applications  made  by  her  Parliament 
and  minifters.  Meanwhile  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry 
appeafed  his  enemies  in  Scotland,  by  directing  all  his 
fiiends  to  join  in  the  oppofition. 

§  XII.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  again  moved. 
That  the  Parliament  (hould  proceed  to  the  limita- 
tions, and  name  Commiffioners  to  treat  with  Eng- 
land, previous  to  all  other  bufinefs,  except  an  a<5t 
for  a  land-tax  of  two  months,  neceflary  for  the  im- 
mediate fubliftence  of  the  forces.  The  Earl  of 
Marchmont  propofed  an  aft  to  exclude  all  Popiih 
fucceflbrs  :  but  tnis  was  warmly  oppofed,  as  unfealpn- 
able,  by  Hamilton  and  his  party.  A  bill  of  fup- 
ply  being  offered  by  the  Lord  Juftice  Clerk,  the 
Cavaliers  tacked  to  it  great  part  of  the  Adl  of  Secu- 
rity, to  which  the  Royal  aflent  had  been  rcfiifed  in 
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BOO  Kthe  former  feffion.  Violent  debates  arofe ;  fo  that 
^'      the  Houfe  was  filled  with  rage  and  tumult.    The 

^*^^^J|^nationkl  fpirit  of  independence  had  been  wrought 
up  to  a  dangerous  pitch  of  ehthufiafm.  The  flreets 
were  crowded  with  people  of  all  ranks,  exclaiming 
againft  Englilh  influence;  and  threatening  to  fa- 
crifice  ss  traitors  to  their  country,  all  who  fhould 
embrace  meafures  that  feemed  to  favour  a  foreign 
intereft.  .The  Commiflioner  and  his  friends  were 
confounded  aiid-  appalled.  Finding  it  impofiible 
to  ftem  the^  torrent,  he,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  minifters,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  repre- 
fcnting  the  imcomfortable  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
advifing  her  Majefly  to  pafs  the  bill,  encumbered  as 
it  was  with  the  A6t  of  Security*  L^rd  Godolphin^ 
bn-^diofe  council  fhe  chiefly  relied,  found  himfelf 
involved  "iR^  great  perplexity*  The  Tories  had  de- 
voted him  fiaideftruAion*  He  fbrefaw  that  die 
Queen's  concefl^pn  to  the  Scots  in  an  affair  of  fach 
tionfequence,  wob^d  furnifh  his  enemies  with  a  plau- 
fible  pretence  to  arraign  the  condudl  of  her  minifler  r 
but  he  chofe  to  run  that  rifque,  rather  than  fee  the. 
army  diibanded  for  want  of  a  fupply,  and  the  king- 
dom left  expofed  to  an  invafion.  He,  therefore, 
feconded  the  advice  of  the  Scottifh  minifters ;  and 
the  Queen  authorifed  the  Commiflioner  to  pafs  the 
bill  that  was  depending*  The  a6l  provided.  That 
in  cafe  of  the  Queen's  dying  without  iflTue  a  Parlia- 
ment fhould  immediately  meet,  and  declare  the 
luccefibr  to  the  Crown,  different  from  the  perfon 
poflefling  the  throne  of  England,  unlefs  before  that 
period  a  fettlement  fhould  be  made  in  Parliament 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  indepen- 
dent of  Englifh  councils :  by  another  claufe,  they 
were  empowered  to  arm  and  train  the  fubje6ls,  fa 
13  to  put  them  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  The  Scot- 
tifh  Parliament,  having,  by  a  laudable  exertion  of 
fpirit,  obtained  this  adl  of  Security,  granted  the 
fupply  without  fufther  hefitation ;  but,  not  yet  fa- 
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tisiied  with  this  facrifice,  they  engaged  in  debates  CRAP, 
about  the  confpiracy,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  ^^^'• 
Houfc  of  Lords  in  England,  which  they  termed  an''^^'^^^^ 
officious  intermeddling  in  their  concerns,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  the  fovereignty  and  independency 
of  the  nation.  They  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the 
^ecn,  defiring  that  the  evidence  and  papers  rela-' 
ting  to  the  plot  might  be  fubjedted  to  their  examina- 
tion in  the  next  feffion.  Meanwhile,  the  Com-, 
miilioner^  dreading  the  further  progrefs  of  fuch  an 
ungovernable  ferocity,*  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
tbe  fcventh  day  of  Odlober,  The  A&.  of  Security 
being  tranfmitted  to  England,  copies  of  it  were  cir- 
culated by  the  enemies  of  Godolphin,  who  reprefent- 
ed  it  as  »  meafure  of  that  minifter ;  and  the  king- 
dom was  filled  with  nmrmurs  and  difcontent.  People 
openly  declared,  that  the  two  kingdoms  were 
now  feparated  by  law,  fo  as  never  to  be  rejoined. 
Reports  were  fpread,  that  great  quantities  of  arms 
had  been  conveyed  to  Scotland,  and  that  the  natived 
were  employed  in  preparations  to  invade  Engkuul. 
All  the  blame  of  thefe  tranfa<ftions  was  imputed  to 
Lord  Godolphin,  whom  the  Tories  determined  to 
attack,  while  the  other  party  refolved  to  exert  their 
whole    influence   for  his  prefervation  :    yet,    in  all  '^ 

probability,  he  owed  his  immediate  fupport  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

^  XIII.  Nothing  could  be  more  deplorable  than 
the  Situation  to  which  the  Emperor  was  reduced  in 
the  beginning  of  the  feafon.  The  malcontents  in 
Hungary  bad  rendered  themfelves  formidable  by 
their  fuccefs  :  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria  poflefled  all  the. 
places  on  the  Danube,  as  far  as  F^ifka,  and  even 
threatened  the  city  of  Vienna,  which  muft  have  been 
bfallibly  loft,  had  the  Hungarians  and  Bavarians 
adled  in  concert.  By  the  advice  of  Prince  Eugene^ 
the  Emperorimplored  the  afliftance  of  her  Britan- 
nick  Majefty ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ex- 
plained to  her  the  n^ceffity  of  underuking  his  relief, 
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BOO  KThis  nobleman  in  the  month  of  January  had  croflcd 
^^\^^thc  fea  to  HeUand,  and  concerted  a  fcheme  with 
J704.  the  deputies  of  the  States-General  for  the  operations 
of  the  enfuing  campaign*  TUey  agreed,  that  Gene- 
ral Aiiverquerque  fhould  lie  upon  the  defeniive  witli 
a  fmall  body  of  troops  in  the  Netherlands,  while  tlie 
main  arniy  of  the  Allies  fhould  aA  upon  the  Rhine^ 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
Such  was  the  pretext  under  which  this  confumnutc 
Greneral  concealed  another  plan,  which  was  commu- 
nicated to  a  few  only,  in  whofe  difcretion  he  could 
confide.  It  was  approved  by  th^  Penfionary  and 
fome  leading  men,  who  fecured  its  favourable  re- 
ception with  the  States-General,  when  it  became 
neceffary  to  impart  the  fecret  to  that  nimierous 
affembly.  In  the  mean  rime,  the  preparations  were 
made,  on  pretence  of  carrying  the  war  to  the  banks 
of  the  Mofelle. 

^  XIV.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  Duke,  ac- 
companied by  his  brother  General  Churchill,  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Lumley,  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  and 
other  officers  of  diftincftion,  embarked  for  Holland, 
ivhere  he  had  a  long  conference  with  a  deputation 
of  the  State,  concerning  a  propofal  of  fending  a 
large  army  towards  the  Mofelle.  The  deputies  of 
Zealand  oppofed  this  meafure  of  fending  their  troops 
to  fuch  a  diflance  fo  flrenuoufly,  that  the  Duke  was 
obliged  to  tell  them,  in  plain  terms,  he  had  received 
orders  to  march  thither  with  the  Britifh  forces.  He 
accordingly  aflembled  his  army  at  Maeftricht ;  and 
.  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  began  his  nurch  into 
Germany.  The  French  imagined  his  intention  was 
to  begin  the  campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Traerbach, 
and  penetrate  into  France  along  the  Mofelle.  .In 
this  perfuafion  they  fent  a  detachment  to  that  river  ; 
and  gave  out  that  they  intended  to  invert  Huy,  a 
pretence  to  which  the  Duke  paid  no-  regard.  He 
continued  his  route  by  Bedburgh,  Kerpenord,  Kal- 
fecken  :  he  yifited  the  foniiicarions  of  Bonne,  where 
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he  received  certain  advice,  that  the  recruits  and  re-  c  H  A  P. 
infcMTcements  for  the  French  army  in  Bavaria  had  ^'"* 
joined  the  Elector  at  Villingen.  He  redoubled  his'^^TT©*!*^ 
dihgence,  pailed  the  Neckar  on  the  third  of  June, 
and  halted  at  Ladenburgh  :  from  thence  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  States-General,  giving  them  to  under- 
hand, that  he  had  the  Queen's  orders  to  march  to 
the  relief  of  the  empire  ;  and  exprefling  his  hope  that 
they  would  approve  the  defign,  and  allow  their 
troops  to  Ihare  the  honour  of  the  expedition.  By 
the  return  of  a  courier  he  received  their  approbation, 
and  fiill  power  to  command  their  forces.  He  then 
proceeded  to  Mildenheim,  where  he  was  vifited  by 
Prince  Eugene;  and  thefe  two  great  men,  whofe 
talents  were  congenial,  immediately  contraAed  an 
intimacy  of  friendftiip.  Next  day  Prince  Louis  of 
Baden  arrived  in  the  camp  at  Great  Hippach.  He 
told  the  Duke,  his  Grace  was  come  to  lave  the  em- 
pire, and  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
nis  honour,  which  he  knew  was  at  the  lall  ftake  in 
the  opinion  of  fome  people.  The  Duke  replied,  he 
was  come  to  learn  of  him  how  to  ferve  the  empire  : 
that  they  muft  be  ignorant  indeed,  who  did  not 
know  that  the  Prince  of  Baden,  when  his  health 
permitted  him,  had  preferved  the  empire,  and  ex* 
tended  its  conquefls. 

§  XV.  Thofe  three  celebrated  Generals  agreed 
that  the  two  armies  Ihould  join :  that  the  command 
Ihouid  be  alternately  veiled  in  the  Duke  and  Prince 
Louis,  from  day  to  day ;  and  that  Prince  Eugene 
ihould  command  a  leparate  army  on  the  Rhine. 
Prince  Louis  returned  to  his  army  on  the  Danube : 
Prince  Eugene  fet  out  for  Philipiburgh  ;  the  Duke 
of  M^lborough  being  joined  by  the  Imperial  army 
under  Prince  Louis  of  Baden,  iM  Waftertellen,  pro- 
fecuted  his  march  by  Elchingen,  Gingen,  and  Land- 
thauilen.  On  the  firil  day  of  July  he  was  in  iight 
of  the  enemy's  entrenchments  at  Dillingen,  and 
encamped  with  his  ri^ht  at  Amerdighem,  and  his 
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BOO  Kkft  at  Ondcringen.  Underftanding  that  the  Elector 
^J|v^of  Bavaria  had  detached  the  beft  part  of  his  infantry 
,7Q^.  -to  reinforce  the  Count  D'Arco,  ^  who  was  pofted 
behind  ftrong  lines  at  gchellcnbefg  near  Donawert, 
he  refolved  to  attack  their  entrenchments  without 
delay.  On  the  fecond  day  of  July  he  advanced  to- 
wards the  enemy,  and  pafled  the  river  Wermitz  j 
about  five  o*clock  in  die  afternoon  the  attack  was 
Jbegun  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  infantry,  fupported 
J)y  the  horfe  and  dragoons.  They  were  very  fe- 
verely  handled,  and  even  obliged  to  give  way,  when 
J'rince  Louis  of  Baden  marchmg  up,  at  the  head  of 
the  Imperialiils,  to  another  part  of  tfhe  line,  made 
^  divemon  in  their  favour.  After  an  obftinate  re- 
fiftanccrthey  forced  the  entrenchments,  and  the  horfe 
entering  with  the  infantry,  fell  fo  furioufly  upon  the 
<nemy,  already  difordered,  that  they  were  routed 
with  great  flaiighter.  They  fled  with  the  utmoft 
trepidation  to  Donawert  and  the  Danube,  leaving 
jlix  thoufand  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  The 
Confederates  took  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen 
pair  of  colours,  with  all  the  tents  and  baggage.  Yet 
the  vidlory  was  dearly  purchafed  ;  fome  thoufands  of 
the  Allies  were  flain  in  the  attack,  including  many 
gallant  officers,  among  whom  were  the  Generala 
Goor  and  Beinheim,  and  Count  Stirum  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  Next  day  tlie*  Bavarian  garrifon 
abandoned  Donawert,  of  which  the  Confederate^ 
took  inunediate  poilellion,  while  the  £le6lor  pailed 
the  Danube  in  nis  n^arch  to  the  riv5  Leche,  lefl 
the  vidtors  fhould  cut  off  his  retreat  to  his  own  coim* 
try.  The  Confederates  having  crofled  the  Danube 
on  feveral  bridges  of  pontoons,  a  detachment  was. 
fent  to  pafs  the  Leche,  and  take  poll  in  the  country 
pf  the  EleiSlor,  who  had  retired  under  the  cannon  of 
Ai^Aurgh.  The  garrifon  of  Neuburgh  retiring  to 
Ingoldfladtjthe  place  was  fecured  bythcConfederates; 
l^nd  the  Count  de  Frize  was  detached  with  nine  bat* 
talioos  and  fifteea  fquadfons  tp  mve^  t^ie  town  of 
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Rain.  Advice  arriving  from  Prince  Eugene^  that  chap. 
the  Marefchals  Villeroy  and  TaUard  had  paffcd  the  v'"- 
Rhine  at  Fort  Kehl,  with  an  army  of  five-and-fdrty  ^"^J^IJT^ 
thoufand  men,  to  fuccour  the  Llcdlor  of  Bavaria, 
the  Generals  of  the  Allies  immediately  detached 
Prince  Maximilian  of  Hanover  with  mirty  fqua- 
drons  of  horfe,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Prince.  In 
a  few  days  Rain  furrendered^  and  Aicha  was  taken 
by  aflault.  The  Emperor  no  fooner  received  a  con- 
firmation of  the  victory  of  Schellenberg,  than  he 
wrote  a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  ordered  Count  Wratiflau  to  inti- 
mate his  intention  of  invefting  him  with  the  title  of 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  which  the  Duke  dechned  ac- 
cepting, until  the  Queen  interpofed  her  authority  at 
the  defire  of  Leopold. 

^  XVL    The  Allies  advanced  within  a  league  of 
Augiburgh,  and  though  they  found  the  £le6tor  of 
Bavaria  too  fecurely  pofted  under  the  cannon  of  that 
city,  to  be  diilodged  or  attacked  with  any  profpe^ 
of  fuccefs,  they  encamped  with  Friedburgh  in  thek 
centre,  fo  as  to  cut  off  all  communication  between 
him  and  his  dominions.    The  Duke  of  Marlborough 
having  reduced  him  to  this  (ituation,  propofed  very 
advantageous  terms  of  peace^    provided  he  would 
abandon  the  French  intereft,  and  join  the  imperi- 
alills  in  Italy.     His  fubjeAs  feeing  diemfelves  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Allies,  prefled  him  to  comply  wijh  thefe 
offers,  rather  thanexpofe  his  country  to  ruin  and 
defolation.      A  negociation    was    begim,    and   he 
feemed  ready  to  lign  the  articles,  when  hearing  that 
Marefchal  TaUard  had  pafled  the  Black  Foreft,  to 
join  him  with  a  great  body  of  forces,  he  declared^ 
chat  fince  the  King  of  France  had  made  fuch  power* 
fill  efforts  to  fupport  him,  he  thought  himfelf  obl^ed 
in  honour  to  continue  firm  in  his  alliance.    The 
Generals  of  the  AUies  were  fo  exafperated  at  this  dif* 
appointment,  that  they  fent  out  detachments  to  ni« 
rage  the  country  of  Bavaria^  as  far  as  Munich :  up* 
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BOO  Kwards  of  thfee  hundred  towns^  villages,  and  cailleSj, 
were  inhumanly  deftroyed,  to  the  indelible  difgrace 
of  thofc  who  countenanced  and  condu6led  fuch  bar-, 
barous  practices.  The  Eledor,  (hocked  at  thefe 
brutal  proceedings,  defired,  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  that  a  flop  might  be  put  to  a6ls  of 
violence  fo  oppofite  to  true  glory.  The  anfwer  he 
received,  implied,  that  it  was  in  his  own  power  to 
put  an  end  to  them  by  a  fpeedy  accommodation. 
Incenfed  at  this  reply,  he  declared,  that  fmce  they 
had  obliged  him  to  draw  the  fword,  he  would  throw 
away  the  fcabbard.  The  Duke  and  Prince  Louis, 
iinding  it  imprafticabk  to  attack  the  Elector  in  his 
ilrong  camp,  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  In- 
goldftadt,  and  for  that  purpofe  nafled  the  Paer  near 
the  town  of  Schrobbenhaufen,  where  they  encamped, 
with  their  left  at  Clofterburgh.  On  the  fifth  day  of 
Auguft  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria  marched  to  Biberach, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Tallard.  He  refolved  tq 
pafs  the'  Danube  at  Lawingen,  to  attack  Prince 
Eugene,  who  had  fpUowed  the  French  army  from 
the  lines  of  Bichi,  and  lay  encamped  at  Ilochftadt. 
Next  day,  however,  he  inade  a  motion  that  difap  - 
'  pointed  the  enemy.  Neverthelefs,  they  perfifted  in 
their  defign  of  paffing  the  Danube,  and  encamping 
at  Blenheim.  The  Allies  refolyed  that  Prince  Louis 
fhould  undertake  th^  fiege  of  Ingoldftadt,  whihV 
Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  fliould  obfcrve  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria.  Advice  being  received  that  he 
had  adlually  crofled  the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  joined  the  forces  of  Prince 
Eugene  at  the  camp  of  Munfter  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  Auguft,  Prince  Louis  having  by  this  time  march- 
ed off  towards  the  place  he  intended  to  beliege. 
Next  day  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eu- 
gene obferved  the  pollure  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
advantageoufly  ported  on  a  hill  near  Hochftadt, 
their  right  being  covered  by  the  Danube  and  the 
village  of  Blenheim,  their  left  by  the  village  p(  Lutr 
-  .  zengen. 
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sengen^  and  their  front  by  a  livulet,  the  b^ks  of  c  H  A  p« 
which  were  fteep^  and  the  bottom  marfhy^  vJ^^JiLj 

^  XVII^  Notwitlifta^ding  thefe  dilficulties,  thc^JJJ^ 
Generals  refolved  to  attack  them  immediately,  rather 
than  lie  inadlive  until  their  forage  ^d  provilion 
fhould  be  confumed.  They  were  moreover  flimu- 
lated  to  this  hazardous  ^nterprize,  by  an  intercepted 
letter  to  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria  from  Marefchal  Vil-e 
Icroy,  giving  him  to  imderftand,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  rav^e  the  country  of  Wirtemberg, 
and  intercept  all  communication  between  the  Rhine 
and  the  allied  army.  The  difpolitions  being  made 
for  the  attack^  and  the  orders  communicated  to  the 
general  officers,  the  forces  advanced  into  the  plain 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Auguft,  and  were  ranged  in 
order  of  battlp.  The  cannonading  began 'about  nine 
in  the  morning,  and  continued  on  both  fides  till  one 
in  the  afternoon.  The  French  and  Bavarians 
amounted  to  about  fixty  thoufand  men.  Marefchal 
Tallard  commanded  on  the  right,  and  polled  feven- 
juid-twenty  battalions,  with  twelve  fquadrons,  in 
the  village  of  Blenheim,  fuppofing  that  there  the 
Allies  would  make  their  chief  effort :  tlieir  left  was 
condu<5led  by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  affifted  by 
Marfin,  a  French  General  of  experience  and  capa^ 
city.  The  number  of  the  Confederates  did  not  ex- 
ceed five-and-fifty  :  their  right  was  under  the  direc^ 
don  of  Prince  Eugene,  and  their  left  commanded 
by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  At  noon  the  adion 
was  begun  by  a  body  of  Englilh  and  Heffians,  under 
Major-General  Wilkes,  who  having  palled  the  rivu- 
let with  difficulty,  and  filed  off"  to  the  left  in  t4ie  face 
of  the  enemy,  attacked  the  village  of  Blenheim  with 
great  vigour  ;  but  were  repulfcd  after  three  fucceffive 
attempts.  Meanwhile  the  troops  in  the  centre,  and 
part  of  the  right  wing,  palled  tne  rivulet  on  planks 
in  different  places ;  and  formed  on  the  other  fide 
without  any  molellation  from  the  enemy.  At  length 
|iowever,  they  were  charged  by  the  French  horfe 
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BOOK  with  fuch  impetuoiity^  and  fo  terribly  galled  in  flank 
'•      by*thc  troops  pofted  at  Blenheim,  that  they  fell  in 

^**J^^^diforder,  and  part  of  them  repafled  the  rivulet :  but 
a  reinforcement  of  dragoons  coming  up,  the  French 
cavalry  were  broke  in  their  turn,  and  driven  to  the 
very  hedges  of  the  village  of  Blenheim^  The  left 
wing  of  the  Confederates  being  now  completely 
formed,  afcended  the  hill  in  a  firm  compa&ed  body, 
charging  the  enemy's  horfe,  which  could  no  longer 
ftand  their  ground,  biit  rallied  feveral  times  as  they 
gave  way.  Tallard,  in  order  to  make  a  vigorous 
effort,  ordered  ten  battahons  to  fill  up  the  intervals 
of  his  cavalry.  The  Duke,  perceiving  his  defign, 
fent  three  battalions  of  the  troops  of  Zell  to  fullain 
his  horfe.  Neverthelefs,  the  line  was  a  little  difor- 
dered  by  the  prodigious  fire  from  the  French  infen- 
try,  and  even  obliged  to  recoil  about  fixty  pices : 
but  the  Confederates  advancing  to  the  charge  with 
redoubled  ardour,  routed  the  French  horfe;  and 
their  battalions  being  thus  abandoned,  were  cut  in 

Eieces.  Tallard,  having  rallied  his  broken  cavalry 
ehind  fome  tents  that  were  ftill  ftanding,  refolved 
todrawoflfthe  troops  he  had  pofted  in  the  village 
of  Blenheim,  and  fent  an  Aide-du-Camp  to  Marfin, 
who  was  with  the  Ele6lor  of  Bavaria  on  the  left,  to 
defire  he  would  face  the  Confederates  with  fome 
troops  to  the  right  of  the  village  of  Oberklau,  fo  as 
to  keep  them  in  play,  and  favour  the  retreat  of  the 
forces  from  Blenheim.  That  officer  ailured  him,  he 
was  fo  far  from  being  in  a  condition  to  fpare  troops^ 
that  he  could  hardly  maintain  his  ground.  The 
fete  of  the  day  was  now  more  than  half  decided. 
The  French  cavalry  being  vigoroufly  attacked^ 
flank  were  totally  defeated.  Part  of  them  endea^ 
vourcd  to  gain  the  bridge  which  they  had  thrown 
over  the  Danube  between  Hochftadt  and  Blenheim  | 
but  they  were  fo  clofely  purfued,  that  thofe  who 
eicaped  the  flaughter  threw  themfelves  into  the  river, 
where  they  perifhcd.    Tallard,  being  fuitounded, 
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was  taken  near  a  mill  behind  the  village  of  Sonde*c  H  a  f. 
ren,  together  with  the  Marquis  de  Montperouz,^y][J^ 
General  of  horfc,  the  Major-Generals  dc  Seppeville,^^JJIJ][/ 
de  Silly^  de  la  Valierc^  and  many  other  omcers  of 
diftin6tion.  Whilft  thefe  occurrences  pailed  on  the 
left  wing,  Marfin's  quarten  at  the  village  of  Oberk- 
lau,  in  the  centre^  were  attacked  by  ten  battalions, 
under  the  Prince  of  Holflein-beck^  who  pafled  the 
rivulet  with  imdaunted  refolution;  but,  befoi;e  he 
could  form  his  men  on  the  other  fide,  he  was  over- 
powered by  niunbers,  mortally  wounded,  and  taken 
prifonen  His  battalions  being  fupported  by  fome 
Dani(h  and  Hanoverian  cavalry,  renewed  the  charge^ 
and  were  again  repulfed :  at  length  the  Duke  ci 
Marlborou^  in  pmbn  brought  up  fome  freifa  fqua»^  . 
drons  fh>m  the  body  of  referve,  and  compelled  the 
enemy  to  retire.  By  this  time  Fnnce  Eugenje  had 
obliged  the  lefrwing  of  the  enemy  to  give  g^round, 
after  having  fUrmounted  a  great  number  of  difficult 
ties,  fufiained  a  very  obftinate  oppoiition,  and  feen 
his  cavalry,  in  which  his  chief  ftrength  feemed  to  he, 
three  limes  repulfed.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough 
had  no  fooner  defeated  the  right  wing,  than  he  made 
a  difpofition  to  reinforce  the  Prin(:e,  when  he  un*  ^ 
derftood  from  an  Aide-du-Camp,  that  his  Highneis 
had  no  occaiion  for  ailiftance ;  and  that  the£le6tor» 
withMoniieur  de  Marlin  had  abandoned  a)ber]dau 
and  Luteingen.  They  were  purfued  as  far  as  the 
villages  of  Morfelingen  and  Teiiienhoven,  from 
whence  they  retreated  to  DilluG^en  and  Lawingen. 
Hie  Confederates  being  now  mailers  of  the  field  of 
battle,  furrounded  the  village  of  Blenheim,  in  which, 
as  we  have  alreacty  obferved,  feven-and-twenty  bat-^ 
ta&ons  and  twelve  fquadrons  were  pofied.  Thefe 
troc^s,  ieeing  themfelves  cut  off  from  all  conuxku^ 
liication  with  the  reft  of  their  army^  and  defpairing 
cf  being  able  to  fotct  their  way  through  the  Allies^ 
capitulated  aboot  eig^t  in  the  evening,  laid  down 
^eii  ai:Ais>  ddive^d  ^eir  cqIouts  and  fiandards, 

and 
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Boo  Kand  furrendercd  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  on  con- 
^^J^,,^^ditioi\  that  the  officers  fhould  not  be  rifled.  This 
170^.  was  one  of  the  moll  glorious  and  complete  vi<ftories 
that  ever  was  obtained.  Ten  thoiifand  French  and 
Bavarians  were  left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle  :  the 
greater  part  of  thirty  fquadrons  of  horfe  and  dragoons 
perifhed  in  the  river  Danube :  thirteen  thoufand 
were  made  prifoners  :  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon 
were  taken,  with  twenty-four  mortars,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  colours,  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
one  ftandards,  feventeen  pair  of  kettle-drums,  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  tents,  four-and-thirty  coaches, 
three  hundred  laden  mules,  two  bridges  of  boats, 
fifteen  pontoons,  fifteen  barrels  ^nd  eight  calks  filled 
with  filver.  Of  the  AlHes,  about  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  were  killed,  and  about  eight  thoufand 
wounded  or  taken.     The  lofs  of  the  battle  was  im- 

?uted  to  two  capital  errors  committed  by  Marefchal 
'allard ;  namely,  his  weakening  the  centre,  by  de- 
taching fuch  a  number  of  troops  to  the  village  of 
Blenheim,  and  his  fufFering  the  Confederates  to  pafs 
the  rivulet,  and  form  unmolelled.  Certain  it  is, 
thefe  circumflances  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Duke  oP  Marlborough,  who  rode  through  the  hotteft 
of  the  fire  vAth  the  calmeft  intrepidity,  giving  his 
orders  with  >hat  prefence  of  mind  and  deliberation 
which  were  fo  peculiar  to  his  charaAen  When  he 
next  day  vifited  Tallard,  he  told  that  General,  he 
was  forry  fuch  a  misfortune  fhould  happen  perfon- 
ally  to  one  for  whom  he  had  a  profound  efteem: 
The  Marefchal  congratulated  him  on  having  van- 
quifhcd  the  befl:  troops  in  the  world  ;  a  compliment 
to  which  the  Duke  replied.  That  he  thought  his  own 
the  bell  troops  in  the  world,  feeing  they  had  con- 
quered thofc  upon  whon^  the  Marefchalhad  bellowed 
fuch  an  encomium. 

§  XVIII.  The  viilorious  Generals  having  by  this 
decifive  llrokc  faved  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  from  en- 
^e  ruiA^  and  entirely  changed  the  face  qf  afi^s  ih 

the 
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the  empire,  figmfied  their  opinion  to  Prince  Louise  ha  P. 
of  Baden,  that  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  ^^^J^^ 
common  caufe  to  join  all  their  forces,  and  drive  the    1704,   " 
French  out  of  Germany,  rather  than  lofe  time  at  the 
fiege  of  Ingoldftadt,which  would  furrender  of  courfe. 
This  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  conduct  of  the 
French  garrifon  at  Auglburg,  who  quitted  that  place 
on  the  fixteenth  day  of  Augull.     The  Magiflrates 
fent  a  deputation,   craving  the    protedlion  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  forthwith  ordered  a  de- 
tachment to  take  poileflion  of  that  important  city. 
The  Duke  having  fent  Marefchal  de  Tallard  under 
a  guard  of  dragoons  to  Frankfort,  and  difpofed  of 
the   other  priloners  of  diftindtion  in  the  adjacent 
places,  encamped  at  Sefillingen,  within  half  a  league 
of  Ulm.     Here  he  held  a  conference  with  the  Princes 
Eugene  and  Louis  of  Baden,  in  which  they  agreed 
that,  as  the  enemy  retreated  towards  the  Rhine,  the 
confederate  army  Ihould  take  the  fame  route,  ex- 
cepting three-and-twenty  battalions  and  fome  fqua^ 
drons,  to  be  left  for  the  fiege  of  Ulm,  under  Gene- 
ral Thungen.     They  began   their  march   on    the 
twenty-fixth  day  of  Augiift,  by  different  routes,  to 
the  general  rendezvous  at  Brufchal,  nearPhilipfiburgh. 
Then    they  refolved,    that  Prince  Louis  of  Baden 
fhould  undertake  the  fiege  of  Landau,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  circle  of  Suabia  from  the  incurfions  of 
that  garrifon.      Confidering  the  confliernation  that 
prevailed  all  over  France,  nothing  could  be  more 
unpolirick  than  this  meafure,  which  gave  the  enemy 
time  for  recollection,  and  recruiting  their    forces* 
It  was  a  propofal  on  which  the  Prince  of  Baden  in- 
filled with  uncommon  obdinacy.     He  was  even  fuf- 
pelted  of  corruption.     He  was  jealous  of  the  glory 
which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  acquired,  and 
fuch  a  bigotted  Papift,  that  he  ripened  at  the  fuc-r 
eels  of  an  heretical  General. '  On  the  twelfth  day  of 
September  he   marched  towards  Landau   with  the 
troops  deftined  for  the  fiege,  and  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, 
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BOO  K  borough,  with  Prince  Eugene,  encamped  at  Croon 
^^V^^  Weiiftnburgh,  to  cover  the  enterprise.  By  this  time 
1704.  Ulm  had  furrendered  to  Thungen,  even  before  the 
trenches  were  opened,  Villeroy  advanced  with  his 
army  towards  Landau,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  at- 
tack the  Confederates ;  but  retired  without  having 
made  any  attempt  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  which 
was  defended  with  the  moft  obftinate  valour  till  the 
twenty-third  day  of  November,  when  the.befiegers 
having  lodged  tnehifelves  on  the  •  counterfcarp,  the 
breaches  being  pra6ticable,  and  the  difpofitions  made 
for  a  general  ailault,  the  garrifon  capitulated  upon 
honourable  conditions.  The  Kmg  of  the  Romans 
had  arrived  in  the  camp,  that  he  might  have  the 
credit  of  taking  the  place,  the  command  of  which 
he  bellowed  on  the  Count  de  Prize,  who  had  before 
defended  it  with  equal  courage  and  ability. 

§  XIX.  The  next  enterprizc  which  the  Confede-- 
rates  imdertook,  was  the  fiege  of  Traerbach.  The 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Hefle-Caflcl  bein^  entrulled 
with  the  direction  of  the  attacks,  inverted  the  caftlc 
in  the  beginning  of  November.  Though  it  was 
ftrongly  fortified,  and  well  defended,  he  carried  on 
his  operations  with  fuch  fpirit  and  afltduity,  that  in 
about  fix  weeks  the  garrifon  furrendered  the  place  on 
honourable  terms.  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  repaired  to  Berlin,  where  he  negoci- 
ated  for  a  reinforcement  of  eight  thoufand  Pruflians, 
to  ferve  under  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy  during  the. 
next  campaign.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  the  Court 
of  Hanover,  where,  as  in  all  other  places,  he  wa* 
received  with  particular  marks  of  diftin6tion.  When 
he  arrived  at  the  Hague,  he  was  congratulated  by 
the  States-Greneral  on  his  vidlories  at  Schellenberg 
and  Blenheim,  and  as  much  confidered  in  Holland 
as  if  he  had  been  aftually  Stadtholder.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  fecond  letter  from  the  Emperor,  couched 
in  the  warmefl:  terms  of  acknowledgment,  and  was 
declared  Prince  pf  the  Empire.  In  December  he 
2  embarked 
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embarked  for  England,  where  he  found  the  people  Inc  ha  p« 
a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  was  welcomed  as  a  nero  who   ^"^• 
bad  retrieved  the  glory  of  the  nation.  ^^^"I^^^ 

^  XX.  In  Flanders,  nothing  of  moment  was  exe- 
cuted,  except  the  bombardment  of  Bruges  and 
Namur  by  6aron  Spaar,  with  nine  thoufand  Dutch 
troops ;  and  two  attempts  upon  the  French  lines^ 
which  were  adually  penetrated  by  Auverquerque, 
though  he  was  not  able  to  maintain  the  footing  he 
had  gained.  The  £le6tor  of  Bavaria,  who  had  re- 
tired to  Bruiiels  after  his  defeat,  formed  a  fcheme 
for  furprizing  the  Dutch  General  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  and  aflembled  all  his  troops  at  Tirle- 
mont :  but  the  French  Court,  apprehenfive  of  hia 
temerity,  fentVilleroy  to  watch  his  condu6l,  and 
prevent  his  hazarding  an  engagement,  except  with 
a  &ir  pTofpe6l  of  advantage.  The  Marefchal^  find- 
ing him  aetermined  to  ^ve  batde  at  all  events,  re- 
prefented  the  improbability  of  fucceeding  ^^ainft  aa 
enemy  fo  ad^^antageoufly  polled  ;  and  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  a  repiufe :  but,  finding  the  Eledor  deaf 
to  all  his  remonibrances,  he  flatly  refufed  to  march, 
and  produced  the  King's  order  to  avoid  an  engage- 
ment. In  Italy  the  French  met  with  no  oppolition. 
Tlie  Duke  of  S?  voy,  being  unable  to  face  the  enemy 
in  the  field,  was  obliged  to  He  ina6tive.  He  faw 
the  Duke  deVendome  reduce  Vercelli  and  Ivrca, 
and  undertake  the  fiege  of  Verac  ;  while  he  pofted 
his  little  araiy  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Po,  at  Cre- 
fcentino,  where  he  had  a  bridge  of  communication, 
by  which  he  fupplied  the  place  occafipnally  with  frefli 
troops  and  provifion.  The  place  held  out  five^ 
months,  againfl  all  the  effcxts  of  the  French  Gene- 
ral :  at  length,  the  communicadon  being  cut  off^ 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  retired  to  Chivas.  He  bore  hiij 
misfortunes  with  great  equanimity;  and  told  the^ 
Englifh  minifter,  mat  though  he  was  abandoned  by 
the  Allies,  he  would  never  abandon  himfelf.  The 
Emperor  had  negledled  Italy,  that  he  might  ad  with 

more 
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BOOKiftore  vigour  aga^nft  RagotlkJ  and  the  Hungariart 
1-      malcontents,  over  whom  he  obtained  feveral  advan- 

^■^^T^TT^tages ;  notwithftanding  which  they  continued  for^ 
midable,  from  their  number,  bravery,  and  refolution. 
The  miniilers  of  the  Allies  prefled  Leopold  to  entef 
into  a  ncgociation  for  a  peace  with  thofe  rebels  ;  and 
■  conferences  were  opened  ;  but  he  was  not  fincerely 
difpofed  to  an  accommodation,  and  Ragotlki  aimed 
at  the  principality  of  Trartfylvania,  which  the  Court 
of  Vienna  would  not  eafily  relinquifh.  The  Em- 
perqr  was  not  a  little  alarmed  by  a  revolution  at  the 
Ottoman  Port,  until  the  new  Sultan  difpatched  a 
Chiaus  to  Vienna,  with  an  aflurance  that  he  would 
give  no  afliftance  to  the  malcontents  of  Hungary. 
In  Poland,  the  Diet  being  alFembled  by  the  Cardi- 
nal-Primate, Staniflaus  Lezinlki,  Palatine  of  Pof- 
nania,  was  ele6led  and  proclaimed  King,  and  recog- 
•  nized  by  Charles  of  Sweden,  who  ftill  maintained 
his  amiy  by  contributions  in  that  country,  more  in- 
tent upon  the  ruin  of  Auguftus  than  upon  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  his  own  dominions ;  for  he  paid  no  re- 
gard to  the  progrefs  of  the  Mufco\ites,  who  had 
ravaged  Livonia,  reduced  Narva,  and  made  incur- 
fions  into  Sweden.  Auguftus  retreated  into  his 
Saxon  dominions,  which  he  impoverifhed,  in  order 
to  raife  a  great  army,  with  which  he  might  return 
to  Poland  ;  the  Pope  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  this 
new  convert,  fo  far  as  to  cite  the  Cardinal-Primate 
to  appear  at  Rome,  and  give  an  account  of  the 
Ihare  he  had  in  the  Polifh  troubles.  The  Proteftants 
of  the  Convennois,  deriving  courage  from  defpair, 
became  fo  troublefome  to  the  Government  of  France, 
that  Louis  was  obliged  to  treat  them  with  lenity :  he 
fent  Marefchal  Villars  againft  them  with  a  frefh  re- 
inforcement ;  but  at  tlie  fame  time  fumifhed  him 
with  inftru6lions  to  treat  for  an  accommodation. 
This  officer  immediately  commenced  a  negociation 
with  Cavalier,  the  chief  of  the  revolters  ;  and  a  for- 
mal treaty  was  concluded^  by  which  they  were 
6  indulged 
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indulged  with  liberty  of  confcience  :  but  thefe  articles  c  HAP. 
tvere  very  ill  obferved  by  the  French  miniftry.  vJ^l?^^ 

§  XXI.  In  Portugal,  the  intereft  of  King  Charles    ,704. 
wore  a  very  melancholy  afpe6l.     When  he  arrived 
at  Lifbon,  he  found  no  preparations  made  for  open- 
ing the  campaign.     The  Portuguefe  miniftry  favour- 
ed the  French    in   fecret ;    the  people  were  aVerfe 
to  hereticks :    the  Duke  of  Schombefg  was  on  ill 
terms  with  Fagel,  the  Dutch  General :  the  Portu- 
guefe forces  confifted  of  raw  undifciplined  peafants  : 
and  the    French  Ambaflador    had    bought  up  the 
bell  horfes  in   the  kingdom ;    fo  that  the  troopers 
could  not  be  properly  mounted.     The  King  of  Por- 
tugal had  promiled  to  enter  Spain  with  Charles  by 
the  middle  of  May :  but  he  was  not  ready  till  the 
beginning    of  June,   when  they  reached  Santaren. 
By  this  time   they  had   pablifhed   their  refpe6live 
manifeftos ;    Charles   difplaying    his    title    to    the 
crown  of  Spain,    and   promiling  pardon  to  all  his 
fubjecls  who  would  in  tnree  months  join  his  army ; 
and  the  King  of  Portugal  declaring,  that  his  fole 
aim  in  taking  up  arms  was  to  reftore  the  liberty  of 
the  Spanifh    nation,    opprefled  by    the    power    of 
France,  as  well  as  to  allert  the  right  of  Charles  to 
that  monarchy.     The  prefent  pofleffor,  whom  they 
mentioned  by  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  had 
already  anticipated    their    invafion.     His    General, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick,  entering  Portugal,  took  the 
town    of  Segura  by  ftratagem.     The  Governor  of 
Sa^var-terra  furrendered  at  difcretion :  Cebreros  was 
♦  reduced   without    much    oppolition  :    Zebredo  was 
abandoned    by  the    inhabitants  ;    and  the  town  of 
Lhana  la  Viella  was  taken  by  aflault.     Portugal  was 
at  the  fame  time  invaded  in  different  parts  by  the 
Marquis    de  Jeoffrcvile,    Prince  Tferclas  de  Tilly, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias.     Two  Dutch  batta- 
lions  were    attacked  and   taken  by  the   Duke  of 
Berwick  at  Sodreira  Formofa.     Then  he  pafled  the 
Tagus,    and  joined  Prince  Tferclas.     King  Philip 
rOh.  II.  D  arriving 
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BOOK  arriving  in  the  army,  invefted  Portalegre ;  and  tfitf 
^Tr^garrifon,  including  an  Englifti  regiment  of  foot 
1704,  commanded  by  Colonel  Stanhope^  were  made 
prifcmers  of  war.  The  next  place  he  befiegcd  waf 
Cafile  Davide,  which  met  with  the  fame  fate.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Marquis  Das  Minas,  ill  order 
to  make  a  ,diverfion,  entered  Spain  with  fifteen 
riioufand  men,  took  Feuente  Grimaldo,  in  Caftile, 
by  aflault,  defeated  a  body  of  French  and  Spaniards 
commanded  by  Don  Ronquillo,  and  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Manfcinto.  The  weather  growing  ex- 
c  effively  hot,  Philip  lent  his  troops  into  quarters  of 
e  frelhment :  and  the  Allies  followed  his  example^ 
Duke  Schomberg  finding  his  advice  verj^  little,  re- 
garded by  the  Portuguefe  miniftry ;  and  feeing  very 
little  prolpcd  of  fuccefs,  defired  leave  to  relign  hi* 
command,  which  the  Queen  bellowed  upon  the 
Earl  of  Galway,  who,  with  a  reinforcement  of 
Englilh  and  Dutch  troops,  arrived  at  I^fbon  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  July*  About  the  latter  end  of 
September,  the  t^^  Kings  repaired  to  the  camp 
near  Almeda,  refolving  to  invade  Caftile  :  but  they 
found  the  river  Agueda  fo  well  guarded  by  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  that  they  would  not  attempt  a 
paifegc.  They,  therefore,  retired  into  the  territo- 
ries of  Portugal,  and  the  army  was  put  into  winter- 
quarters.  The  Spaniards  were  now  fo  weakened,  by 
detachments  fent  with  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias 
towards  Gibraltar,  that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  could 
not  execute  any  fcheme  of  importance  during  the 
remaining  part  of  the  campaign. 

^  XXII.  The  arms  of  England  were  not  lef# 
fortunate  by  fea  than  they  had  been  upon  the  Da- 
nubc.  Sir  George  Rooke  having  landed  King 
Charles  at  Lilbon,  fent  a  fquadron  to  cruife  otF 
Cape  Spartell,  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral 
Dilkes,  wlio,  on  the  tv^^elfth  of  March,  engaged 
and  took  three  Spanifli  fliips  of  war,  bound  front 
St.  Sebafiipn's    to    Cadiz*    Rooke  received  order* 
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firortl  the  Queen  to  foil  to  the  relief  of  Jfice  andCHAvf. 
Villa  Ffanca,  which  were  threatened  with  a  fiegc  ^"'' 
by  the  Diike  de  V^ndotnc  \  at  the  fame  rime  hc'^'^'^Jl^I^ 
was  prelied  by  King  Charles  to  execute  a  fcheme 
upon  Barcelona,  proje<iled  by  the  Prince  of  Heile 
d'Armiladt,  who  declared  his  opinion^  that  the 
Catalonians  would  declare  for  the  Houfc  of  Auftria, 
as  ibon  as  they  lliould  be  ailiired  of  proper  fuppoft 
hod  prote<Rion.  The  Miniftty  of  England  und«<^ 
(landing  -That  the  French  wcte  employed  in  eqiuip- 
ping  a  itrong*  fquadron  at  Breft^  and  judging  if 
was  deftined  to  a6l  in  tlie  Mediterranean,  fcht  Out 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  with  a  coniiderable  fleet,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Breft  fquadran ;  and  he 
Was  provided  with  inftru^lions  how  to  aA>  in  cafe 
it  (hould  be  failed  to  the  Mediterranean.  Mean« 
while,  Sir  Gectfge  Rooke,  in  compliance  with  the 
cfntreaties  of  King  Charles,  failed  with  the  tranfports 
under  his  convoy  to  Barcelona,  and  oti  the  eigh- 
teenth of  May  appeared  before  die  city*  Next  day, 
the  troops  were  landed  by  the  Prince  of  Hefle^  to 
the  number  of  two  thoufand,  and  the  iDutch  ketthes 
bombarded  the  place  t  but  by  this  time  the  GoVetEWr 
had  fecured  the  chiefs  of  the  Auftrian  party ;  and 
the  people  exhibiting  no  marks  of  /attachmeht  to 
King  Charles,  the  Prince  re-embarked  his  foldiers, 
from  an  apprehenfiofi  of  their  being  attacked  add 
overpowered  by  fuperior  numbers.  On  the  fixteenth 
day  of  June  Sir  George  Rooke,  being  joined  by 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  refolved  to  proceed  up  the 
Mediterranean  in  queft  of  the  French  fleet,  which 
had  failed  thither  from  Breft,  and  which  Rooke 
had  a6lually  difcovered,  in  the  preceding  month, 
on  their  voyage  to  Toulon.  On  the  feventcenth 
day  of  July  the  Admiral  called  a  council  of  wjtf  in 
the  Road  of  Tetuan,  when  they  refolved  to  itiake 
an  attempt  upon  Gibraltar,  which  was  but  flenderljr 
provided  witn  a  garrifon.  Thither  they  failed,  and 
en  the  twenty-f^  day  of  the  month  the  Frince  of 
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BOO  K'Hefle  landed  oh  the  ifthmus  with  eighteen  hundred 
^^V^  marines  :  then  he  fummoned  the  Governor  to  fur- 
17C4.  render,  and  was  anfwered,  that  the  place  would  be 
defended  to  the  laft  extremity.  Next  day  the  Ad- 
miral gave  orders  for  cannonading  the  town :  per- 
ceiving that  the  enemy  were  driven  from  tneir 
fortifications  at  the  fouth  mole-head,  he  commanded 
Captain  Whitaker  to  arm  all  the  boats,  and  aflault 
that  quarter.  The  Captains  Hicks  and  Jumper, 
who  happened  to  be  neareft  the  mole,  immediately 
manned  their  pinnaces,  and  entered  the  fortifications 
fword  in  hand.  The  Spaniards  fprung  a  mine,  by 
which  two  lieutenants,  and  about  a  hundred  men, 
were  killed  or  wounded.  Neverthelefs,  the  two 
captains  took  pofleflion  of  a  plat-form,  and  kept 
their  ground  until  they  were  fuftained  by  Captain 
Whitaker,  and  the  relt  of  the  feamen,  who  took 
by  ftorm  a  redoubt  between  the  mole  and  the  town. 
Then  the  Governor  capitulated ;  and  the  Prince  of ' 
Hefle  entered  the  place,  amazed  at  tlie  fuccefs  of 
this  attempt,  confidering  the  ftrength  of  the .  fortifi- 
cations, which  might  have  been  defended  by  fifty 
men  againfi:  a  numerous  army. 

§  XXIII .  A  fufficient  garrifon  being  left  with 
his  Highnefs,  the  Admiral  returned  to  Tetuan,  to 
take  in  wopd  and  water;  and  when  he  failed,  on 
the  ninth  day  of  Auguft,  he  defcried  the  French 
ileet,  to  which  he  gave  chafe  with  all  the  fail  he 
could  fpread.  On  the  thirteenth  he  came  up  with 
it,  as  it  lay  in  a  line  oif  Malaga  ready  to  receive 
him,  to  the  number  of  two-and-fifty  great  fliips, 
and  four-and-twenty  galleys,  under  the  command 
of  the  Count  de  Tholoufe,  High-admiral  of  France, 
with  the  inferior  flags  of  the  white  and  blue  divifions. 
The  Englifli  fleet  confifled  of  three-and-fifty  Ihips 
of  the  line,  exclufive  of  .frigates,  but  they  were 
inferior  to  the  French  in  number  of  guns  and  men, 
as  well  as  in  weight  of  metal,  and  altogether  un- 
provided of  gallies^.from  which  the  enemy  reaped 
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great  advantage  during  the  engagement.  A  littlcCHAP. 
after  ten  in  the  morning  the  battle  began,  with  ^"'' 
equal  fury  on  both  fides,  and  continued  to  rage'"^'][^^]|^ 
with  doubtful  fuccefs  till  two  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  van  of  the  French  gave  way ;  neverthelefs,  the 
fight  was  maintained  till  night,  when  the  enemy 
bore  away  to  leeward.  The  wind  fhifting  beft)re 
morning,  the  French  gained  the  weather-gage  ;  but 
they  made  no  ufe  of  this  advantage :  for  two  fuc- 
cefliive  days  the  Englifh  Admiral  endeavoured  to 
renew  the  engagement,  which  the  Count  de  Tho- 
loufe  declined,  and  at  laft  he  difappeared.  The 
lofs  was  pretty  equal  on  both  fides,  though  not  a 
fingle  Ihip  was  taken  or  deftroyed  by  either :  but 
the  honour  of  the  day  certainly  remained  with  the 
Englifh.  Over  and  above  the  difadvantages  we 
have  enumerated,  the  bottoms  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
were  foul,  and  feveral  large  Ihips  had  expended  all 
their  fhot  long  before  the  battle  ceafed  :  yet  the 
enemy  were  fo  roughly  handled,  that  they  did  riot 
venture  another  engagement  during  the  whole  war. 
The  French  King,  in  order  to  raife  the  drooping 
fpirits  of  his  people,  claimed  the  vidorj'',  and  pub- 
liflied  an  account  of  the  aftion,  which,  at  this 
diftance  of  time,  plaialy  proves  that  he'  was  reduced 
to  the  mean  fhift  of  impofing  upon  his  fubjedls,  by 
falfe  and  partial  reprefentations.  Among  other  ex- 
aggerations in  this  detail,  we  find  mention  made  of 
mifchief  done  to  French  (hips  by  Englifh  bombs; 
though  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  there  was 
not  one  bomb  veflel  in  the, combined  fleet.  The 
French  academy,  aAuated  'by  a  fervile  fpirit  of 
adulation,  caufed  a  medal  to  be  fl:nick  on  the 
occafion,  which,  inftead  of  perpetuating  the  glory  of 
their  Prince,  fer\'ed  only  to  tranfmit  their  own 
Ihame  to  pofl:erity.  After  the  battle.  Sir  George 
Rooke  failed  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  leaving  a 
fquadron  with  Sir  John  Leake,  fet  fail  for  England 
ou  th?  twenty-fourth  day  oi  AugulK     He  arrived 
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BOP  Kia  Sajptember,  and  was  received  by  the  tnimilr)% 
^'  and  the  people  in  general,  with  thofe  marks  of 
ly^,-  eftecm  ana  veneration  which  were  due  to  his  long 
fervices  and  lignal  fuccefs :  but  he  was  ftill  perfe-^ 
cuted  with  a  fpirit  of  envy  and  detraction.  Philip, 
ICing  of  Spain,  alarmed  at  the  reduiSlion  of  GibraU 
Uij  fcnt  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias  with  an  army 
to  retake  it.  The  iiege  lafted  four  months,  during 
which  the  Prince  of  Hefle  exhibited  many  ihining 
proofs  of  courage  and  ability.  The  place  was  fup-^ 
plied  with  men  and  provifions  by  convoys  from  t.if- 
bon,  until  Monfieur  de  Pointis  put  a  ilop  to  that 
communication,  by  entering  the  bay  with  a  ftrong 
iquadron :  but  he  was  obliged  to  retire  at  the  ap- 
proach of  Sir  John  Leake  and  Admiral  Vander* 
duflen ;  and  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias,  having 
WBjdt  litde  or  no  progrefs  on  land,  thought  proper  to 
abandon  the  enterprile. 

^  XXIV,  The  Parliament  of  England  meeting 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Oiiober,  the  Queen,  io 
her  fpcech,  obferved,  that  the  great  and  remarkable 
fuccefs  with  which  God  had  blefled  her  arms  pro-, 
duced  xmajiimous  joy  and  fatisfaclion  through  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  a  timely  improve- 
ment of  the  prefent  advantages  would  enable  ner  to 
procure  a  laftmg  foundation  of  fecurity  for  England, 
as  well  as  a  firm  fupport  for  the  liberty  of  Europe. 
She  declared  her  intention  was  to  be  kind  and  in-, 
dulgent  to  all  her  fubjedls.  She  exprelled  her  hope 
that  they  woidd  do  nothing  to  endanger  the  lofs  of 
this  opportunity ;  and  that  there  would  be  no  con- 
tention among  them^  jbut  an  emulation  to  promote 
the  publick  welfare.  Congratulatory  addreiies  were 
voted  and  prefented  by  both  Houfes.  They  were 
equal  in  their  profeflions  of  duty  and  atFe(ilion  to 
the  Queen  ;  but  the  addreiies  imbibed  a  very  dif- 
ferent colour  from  the  different  fan<^rions  by  wliich 
the  two  Houfes  were  influenced.  The  Lords  con- 
gratulated her  on  the  ^reat  «nd  glorious  fuccefs  of 
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licr  amis  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Jijferl-C  H  A  A 
borough,  without  deigning  to  mention  Sir  George^Yf"^ 
Rooke^  who  had  defeated  the  French  navy  at  fca,  1704.  ' 
^d  added  the  important  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  to  the 
Britifh  conquefts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Com- 
mons afFe<5ted  to  mention  the  battle  of  Blenheim, 
and  Rooke's  naval  vi(5lory,  as  events  of  equal  glory 
and  importance.  However  th^  might  be  warped 
by  prejudice  againft  individuals,  they  did  not  fufFer 
die  war  to  languifli  for  want  of  fupplies.  Having 
taken  into  confideration  the  fervices  of  the  army 
and  navy,  they  voted  that  the  Qupen  fhould  be 
dcfired  to  beftow  her  bounty  on  the  feamen  and 
land-forces  who  had  behaved  themfelves  fo  gallantly. 
Then  they  deliberated  upon  the  different  articles  of 
national  expence,  and  granted  four  millions  fix 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one  pounds  for  the  occafions  of  the  enfuing 
year,  to  be  raifed  by  a  land-tax,  by  the  fale  of 
imnuities,  and  other  expedients.  Tnefe  mcafurcs 
were  taken  with  fuch  expedition,  that  the  land-tax 
received  the  Royal  allent  on  the  ninth  day  of  De- 
pember ;  when  the  Queen,  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  thanked 
the  Commons  for  their  difpatch,  which  ihe  confi* 
dered  a  fure  pledge  of  their  affe<5Uon. 

§  XXV.  The  High-church  party  took  this  occa* 
fion  to  promote  the  bill  againft  occafional  conformi- 
ty, which  wa3  revived  and  brought  into  the  Houfe 
on  a  new  model,  by  Mr.  William  Bromley,  who 
moved  that  it  might  be  tacked  to  the  land-tax  bill, 
j^nd  fent  up  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence. 
The  Court  no  longer  efpoufed  this  meafure,  and  the 
yiolent  party  was  weakened  by  defection.  After  a, 
warm  and  tedious  debate,  the  tack  was  reje6ted  by 
a  great  majority.  The  bill,  however,  pafled  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  ^nd  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  when  it  would 
hardly  have  excited  a  debate,  had  not  the  Queen 
been  prefeAt^  wd  deiuous  of  hiring  what  could  be 
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B  o  o  KfaiAon  both  fides  of  the  queftion.     For  the  infor- 
^'       mation  and  fatisfa6lion  of  her  Majelty  the  fubjedl 
,y^^]*^was  again  difcufled,  and  all  the  arguments  being  rcy 
peated,  the  bill  was  reje6led  by.  a  majority  of  one- 
and-twenty  voices.     The  next  lubjecl  on  which  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  employed  their  attention,  was  the 
]ate  condudl  of  the  Scottifh  Parliament.     The  Lord 
Haveriham  in  a  fet  fpeech,  obferved,  that  the  fet- 
tlement  of  the  fucceffion  in  Scotland  had  been  poft- 
poned,  partly  becaufe  the  miniftry  for  that  kingdom 
were  weak  and  divided ;  partly  from  a  received  opi- 
nion that  the  fucceffion  was  never  lincerely  and  cor- 
dially intended  by  thofe  who  managed  the  affairs  of 
Scotland  in  the  cabinet  council.     He  expatiated  on 
the  bad  confequences  that  might  attend  the  a6l   of 
fecurity,  which  he  ftiled  a  bill  of  exclufion  ;  and  par- 
ticularly mentioned  that  claufe  by  which  the  heritors 
and  boroughs  were  ordained  to  exercife  their  fen- 
cible  men  every  month.     He  faid  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  Scotland  were  as  learned  and  brave  as  any 
nation  in  Europe,  and  generally  difcontented  :  that 
the  common  people  were  very  numerous,  very  ilout, 
and  very  poor  ;  and  he  alked  who  was  th^  man   that 
could  tell  what  fuch  a  multitude,  fo  armed,  and  fo 
dlfciplincd,  might  do  under  fuch  leaders,  could  op^- 
portunities  fuit  their  intention.     He  recommended 
thcfe  circumftances  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
and  concluded  with  thefe  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  "  Let 
*^  men  beware  how  they  ncglecft  or  fuffer  matter  of 
"  troubles  to  be  prepared;  for   no  man  can    forbid 
"  the  fparks  that  may  fet  all  on  fire."     The  Lords 
refolved  to  confider  thefe  fubjedls  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  November,  when  the   Oueen  repaired 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  to  hear  the  debates,  and  by 
her  prefence   moderate  the  heat  of   both    parties. 
The  Earl  of  Nottingham  refledkd  fo  fevereiy  on  the 
memory  of  King  William,  that  he  would  have  been 
fent  to  the  Tower,  had  not  the  Lords  declined  any 
^uch  motion  out  of  refpedl  to  her  Majefiy.     After 
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inuch  declamation  on  the  Scottifh  a<9:  of  fccurityyCH  ap, 
the  grand  committee  of  the  Peers,  by  the  advice  of  ^Y^'Il^ 
Lord  Wharton,  refolved.  That  the  Queen  fhould  be    1^04, 
enabled  by  adl  of  ParUament  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, to  name  commiflioners  to  treat  about  an  union 
with  Scotland,  provided  that  the  ParUament  of  Scot- 
land fhould  firft  appoint  commiflioners  on  their  part 
for  the  fame  purpofe  :  That  no  Scotfnien  fhould  en- 
joy the  privileges  of  Enghlhmen,  except  fuch  as  were 
fettled  in  England,  Ireland,  and  the  Plantations,  and 
fuch  as  were  or  might  be  in  the  fea,  or  land-fervice, 
VLiiXJl  an  union  could  be  'efte<5led,  or  the  fucceffion 
fettled  as  in  England  :  That  the  traffick  by  cattle 
from  Scotland  to    England   fhould   be  prevented: 
That    the    Lord    Admiral   fhould  ifliie   orders  for 
taking  fuch  veflels  as  rtiould  be  found  trading  from 
Scodand  to  France,  or  to  the  ports  of  any  of  her 
Majefty's  enemies  ;  and  that  care  fhould  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  Englifh  wool  into  Soot- 
land.     On  thefe  refolutions  a  bill  was  formed  for  an 
entire  union,  and  pafled  the  Houfe  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  December.     The  Lords  prcfented  an  addrels 
to    the   Queen,   reprefenting    that  they   had  duly 
weighed  the  dangerous  and  pernicious  efFe6ls  that 
were  likely  to  be  produced  by  divers  a6ts  of  Parlia- 
ment lately  pafled  in  Scotland  :  That  they  were  of 
ppinion   the   fafety  of  the  kingdom  required  that 
fpeedy  and  efFe6lual  orders  fliould  be  given  to  put 
Newcaltle  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  to  fecure  the  port 
pf  Tinmouth,  and  repair  the  fortifications  of  Hull 
and  Carlifle,    -They  likewife  advifed  her  Majefty  to 
give  diredtions  for  difciplining  the  militia  of  the  fouf 
northern  counties ;  for  providing  them  with  arms 
and  ammunition ;  for  maintaining  a  competent  num- 
ber of  regular  troops  on  the  northern  borders   of 
England,  as  well  as  in  the  north  of  Ireland  ;  and  for 
putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft  Papifts.     The 
Queen  promifed  thajt  a  furvey  Ihould  be  made  of 
^e  places  they  had  mentioned^  and  laid  before  the 
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BOO  K  Parliament ;  and  that  flie  would  give  the  ncceflary 
'•  dire<^ions  upon  the  other  articles  of  the  addrefs. 
""  The  Commons  feemed  to  concur  with  the  Lords  in 
their  fentiments  of  the  Scottilh  a6l  of  fecurity.  They 
refolved,  that  a  bill  Ihould  be  brought  in  for  the 
effectual  fecuring  the  kingdom  of  England  from  the 
apparent  dangers  that  might  arife  from  feveral  ads 
lately  pafled  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  ;  and  this 
was  formed  on  nearly  the  fame  refolutions  which  had 
been  taken  in*  the  Upper  Houfe,  The  bill  fent 
down  by  the  Lords,  was  thrice  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table :  but  they  pafled  their  own,  to  tako 
cfFe<a  at  Chriftmas,  provided  before  that  time  the 
Scolsfhould  not  fettle  the  fucceflion.  When  it  was 
offered  to  the  Lords,  they  pafled  it  without  any 
amendment,  contrary  to  the  expe<5ation  and  even 
to  the  hope  of  fome  members  who  were  no  friends 
to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  firmly  believed  the 
Lords  would  have  treated  this  bill  with  the  fam^ 
contempt  which  had  been  manifefted  for  that  which 
they  had  fent  down  to  the  Commons. 

§  XXVL  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  at  his  firft 
tppearance  in  the  Houfe  after  his  return  to  England, 
was  honoured  with  a  ver}^  extraordinary  eulogiuni, 
pronounced  by  the  Lord-Keeper,  in  the  name  of  the 
Peers  of  England  ;  and  a  compliment  of  the  fame 
nature  was  prefented  to  him  by  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Do6lor  Delaune,  Vice-chan- 
cellor of  Oxford,  accompanied  by  the  principal 
members  of  the  Univerfity,  attended  the  Queen  with 
an  addrefs  of  congratulation  upon  the  fuccefs  of  her 
arms  in  Germany,  under  the  admirable  condu6l  and 
invincible  courage  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ; 
and  at  fea,. under  the  moft  brave  and  faithful  Ad- 
miral Sir  George  Rooke.  He  received  a  civil  anfwcr 
from  her  Majefty,  though  now  ihe  took  umbrage  at 
ilooke's  being  raifed  upon  a  level  with  the  Duke  of 
lyiarlborough,  whofe  great  viftories  had  captivated 
bcr  adminiilration^  and  whofe  wife  had  alienated  her 
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iiffc<aion  from  the  Tories.  The  Commons  pcr-CHAP. 
ceiving  how  high  he  ftood  in  her  Majefty's  efteem,  ^^^'* 
and  having  been  properly  tutored  for  the  p^^oky^^^^^^^ 
took  into  confideration  the  great  fen^ices  of  the 
Duke ;  and,  in  an  addrefs,  be^ught  her  Majefty  to 
conlider  fome  proper  means  to  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  fuch  noble  a^ons.  In  a  few  days  flie  gave 
them  to  underfland  by  a  mellage,  that  (he  wa,s  in- 
clined to  grant  the  intereft  of  the  Crown  in  the 
honour  and  manor  of  Wooddock  and  hundred  of 
Wooton  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  heirs ; 
and  that  as  the  lieutenancy  and  rangerfliip  of  the 
parks,  with  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  manors  and 
nundreds^  were  granted  for  two  lives,  (he  wifhed  that 
incumbrance  could  be  removed.  A  bill  was  imnie- 
diately  brought  in,  enabling  the  Queen  to  beftow 
thefe  honours  and  manors  on  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  his  heirs ;  and  the  Queen  was  defired  to 
advance  the  money  for  clearing  the  incumbrances. 
She  not  only  complied  with  tms  addrefs,  but  like- 
wife  ordered  the  Comptroller  of  her  Works  to  build 
in  Woodflock-park,  a  magnificent  palace  for  the 
Duke,  upon  a  plan  much  more  folid  than  beautiful. 
By  this  time  Sir  George  Rooke  was  Ijud  afide,  and 
the  Command  of  the  fleet  bellowed  upon  SirCloudef-^ 
ley*  Shovel,  now  declared  Rear-admiral  of  England, 
Marefchal  de  Tallard,  with  the  other  French  Generals 
taken  at  Hochftadt,  arrived  on  the  fixteenth  of  De^ 
cember  in  the  River  Thames,  and  were  immediately 
conveyed  to  Nottingham  and  Lichfield,  attended  by 
a  detachment  of  the  Royal  regiment  of  horfe-guards. 
They  were  treated  witn  great  relpect,  and  allowed 
the  privilege  of  riding  ten  miles  around  tlxe  plages  of 
their  confinement. 

^  XXVII.  While  the  Houfe  of  Conunons,  in  two 
fucceffive  addrelles,  thanked  the  Queen  for  the  trea* 
ty  which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  concluded 
with  Piuifia,  concerning  the  troops  to  be  fent  to  the 
Duke  of  Sayoy^  and  defined  he  would  ufe  her  in-- 
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BOOK  tereft  with  the  Allies,  that  they  might  next  year  fur- 
^'  nifh  their  complete  proportions  of  men  by  fea  and 
'X704.  land ;  the  Lords  examined  into  all  the  proceedings 
at  fea,  and  all  the  inftruclions  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
and  prefentcd  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  explaining  att 
the  different^  articles  of  mifmanagement.  She  pro- 
mifed  to  cohfider  them  particularly,  and  give  fuch 
diredlions  upon  them  as  might  be  moft  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  publitk  fervice.  The  remaining  part 
of  the  feffion  was  confumed  iii  difputes  and  alterca- 
tions between  the  two  Houfes  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
Aylelbury  conftables,  who  were  fued  by  five  other 
inhabitants  for  having  denied  them  the  right  of 
voting  at  the  election.  Thefe  five  perfons  were 
committed  to  Newgate  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  They  mov-ed  for  Habeas  Corpus  in 
the  King's  Bench  ;  but  the  Court  would  take  no  cog- 
nizance of  the  afiair.  Two  of  the  prifoners  peti- 
tioned the  Queen  that  their  cafe  might  be  brought 
before  her  Majefty  in  Parliament.  The  Commons, 
in  an  addrefs,  befought  the  Queen  to  refufe  granting 
a  Writ  of  Error  in  this  cafe,  which  would  tend  to  the 
overthrowing  the  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Commons  of  England.  She  alFured  them  flie 
would  not  do  any  thing  to  give  them  juft  caufe  of 
.complaint ;  but  this  matter  relating  to  th?  courfe  of 
judicial  proceedings,  being  of  the  highefl  importance, 
Ihe  thought  it  neceflary  to  weigh  and  conlider  very 
carefully  what  might  be  proper  for  her  to  do  in  a 
thing  of  fo  great  concern.  They  voted  all  the  law- 
yers who  had  pleaded  on  the  return  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  in  behalf  of  the  prifoners  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  privilege,  and  ordered  them  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody.  They  likewife  ordered  the  prifoners  to  be 
removed  from  Newgate  into  the  ciiflody  of  the\r 
Serjeant  at  arms,  left  they  fliould  have  been  dif- 
charged  by  the  Queen's  granting  writs  of  error.  The 
prifoners,  finding  themlelves  'at  the  mercy  of  thg 
ctxafperated  Commons, -petitioned  the  Lords  for  re- 
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Ikf.    *rhe  Upper  Houfe  paflcd  fix  different  refolu-C  hap. 
tions  againft  the  conduct  of  the  Commons,  as  being^YJJf^ 
an  obftruiftion  to  juftice,  and  contrary  to   Magna    1704. 
Charta.     The  Lower  Houfe  demanded  a  conference, 
in  which  they  infifted  upo;i  the  fole  right  of  deter- 
mining ele^iions  :  they  affirmed,  that  they  only  could 
judge  who  had  a  right  of  voting  ;  and  that  they  were 
judges  of  their  own  privileges,  in  which  the  Lords 
could  not  intermeddle. 

§  XXVI 1 1.  The  Upper  Houfe  demanded  a  free 
conference,  which  proved  ineffedual.  New  refolu- 
tions  were  taken  by  the  Commons,  diametrically  op- 
polite  to  thofc  of  the  Peers,  who,  on  the  otlier  hand, 
attended  the  Queen  with  a  long  reprefentation  of  all 
the  particulars  relating  to  this  affair.  They  affirmed 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
againft  the  Aylelbury  men  were  wholly  new  and  un- 
precedented: that  it  was  the  birthright  of  every 
Englifhman,  who  apprehended  himfelf  injured,  to 
feek  for  redrefs  in  her  iMajefty's  Courts  of  Juftice : 
that  if  any  power  could  controul  this  right,  and  pre- 
fcribe  when  he  fhould,  and  when  he  fhould  not,  be 
allowed  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  he  ceafed  to  be  a 
freeman,  and  his  liberry  and  property  were  preca- 
rious. They  requefted,  therefore,  that  no  confidera- 
tion  whatever  fhould  prevail  with  her  Majefiy  to 
fufFer  an  obftrudlion  to  the  known  courfe  of  Juftice ; 
but  that  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  give  effecSlual  orders 
for  the  immediate  ifluing  of  the  Writs  of  Error. 
The  Queen  affured  them  that  ftie  would  have  com- 
plied with  their  requeft;  but,  finding  an  abfolutc 
neceffity  for  putting  an  immediate  end  to  this  feffion, 
fhe  knew  there  could  be  no  further  proceedings  on 
that  matter.  On  the  very  day,  which  was  the  four- 
teenth of  March,  ffie  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  pafied  the  Bills  that  were  ready  for  the  Royal 
aflent.  Then  fhe  thanked  the  Parliament  for  having 
difpatched  the  publick  bufinefs  :  Ihe  warned  them  to 
avoid  the  fetal  eiiecils  of  animofity  and  dillenfion ; 

and 
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BOOK  and  ordered  the  Lord  Keeper  to  prorogue  them  M 
^Tv^Thuffday  the  firtl  of  May :  but  on  the  fifth  of  April 
^Jl^^^they  were  diflblved  by  proclamation,  and  another. 
Burner,    was  publWhed  for  calling  a  new  Parliament.     The 
Two^.    Queen,  accompanied  by  the  Prince  of  Denmark^ 
Tiiidai.    made  an  excurlion  to  Newmarket,  and  afterwards 
2U}^-^®^*'**  dined  by  invitation  with  the  Univcrfity  of  Cam- 
Maribo-   bridge,  where  ftie  conferred  the  honour  of  Knight- 
""g^j-     hood  upon  Dr»  Ellis,  the  Vice-chancellor,  upon  James 
Burche^'  Montague  counfel  for  the  Univerlitj^  and  upon  the 
Lives  of   celebrated    Ifaac    Newton    mathematical   prcrfeflbr. 
the  Admi-rpj^^  two  Houfcs  of  Convocation  ftill  continued  at 
Quincy.    variance.     The  Lower  Uovife  penned  petulent  re- 
^^^'^^"•prefentations ;  and  tlie  Archbifhop  anfwered  them 
by  verbal  reprehenfion  and  admonition.     The  Tory 
intereft  was  now  in  the  wane.     The  Duke  of  Buck^ 
inghamfhire  was  deprived  of  the  Privy-feal,    and 
that  office  conferred  upon  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
Jl  nobleman  of  powerful  influence  with  the  Whig 
J)arty.     The  Earl  of  Montague  was  created  Marquis 
of  Mounthermer  and  Duke  of  Montague  :  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough  and  Lord  Chc^mondely  were  chofen 
of  the  Privy-council ;  and  Lord  Cutts  was  fent  to 
command  the  troops  in  Ireknd^  imder  the  Duke  of 
Ormond. 

§  XXIX.  The  miniflry  of  Scotlahd  was  now  en- 
tirely changed.  The  Marquis  of  Tweedale  and 
Johnftone,  having  been  found  unequal  to  the  under- 
taking, were  difmifled.  The  Duke  of  Queenlberrjr 
refumed  the  management  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom 
under  the  title  of  Lord  Privy-feal ;  and  the  office  of 
Conunmiffioner  was  conferred  upon  the  young  Duke 
of  Argj'le,  who  fucceeded  to  his  father's  influence 
among  the  Prefbyterians.  He  was  a  nobleman  pof* 
felled  of  good  natural  talents,  which  had  not  been 
neglected ;  candid,  open,  and  lincere :  brave,  paf- 
fionate,  and  afpiring :  had  he  been  endued  witn  a 
greater  ihare  of  liberality,  his  character  would  have 
beeh  truly  heroick.  At  this  jun<Sture  he  was  in* 
6  ftruae4 
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i^raded  to  procure  an  a4Sl  of  the  Scottiih  ParluuxienC,  C  H  A  p« 
fettling  the  Proteftant  fucceilion :  or  to  fet  on  foot  a  ^^^^• 
treaty  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  At  the^^^^Xi?^ 
opening  of  the  feffion  in  June,  the  members  were 
divided  into  t^xree  parties,  namely,  the  Cavaliers  or 
Jacobites,  the  Revolutioners,  the  Squ^drone  Volante^ 
or  Flying  Squadron,  headed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Tweedale,  who  difclaimted  the  other  two  fadions, 
and  pretended  to  ad  from  the  didlates  of  confcience 
alone.  The  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  the  third 
day  of  July,  when  her  Majefty^s  letter  was  read, 
eameftly  recommending  the  fettlement  of  the  fuc- 
ceffion  in  the  Proteftant  line,  and  an  a£l  for  a  com^ 
miilioo  to  treat  of  an  union  between  the  two  king-- 
doms.  The  Marquis  of  Annandale  propofed  that 
the  Paiiianient  (hould  proceed  on  the  limitations  and 
condidons  of  government :  that  a  conunittee  ihould 
be  a]^inted  to  confider  the  condition  of  the  coin 
And  the  commerce  of  the  nation.  The  Earl  of  Mar 
mored,  that  the  Houfe  would,  preferable  to  all  other 
bufinefs^  coniider  the  means  for  engaging  in  a  treaty 
wkh  £ngknd.  After  a  lone  debate  they  refolved  to 
moceed  on  the  coin  and  the  commerce.  Schemes 
for  fupplying  the  nation  with  money  by  a  paper-* 
credit  were  prefented  by  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlayne 
and  John  Law ;  but  rejeded.  The  Houfe  refolved^ 
That  any  kind  of  paper-credit,  by  the  circulation  of 
bills,  was  an  imprqper  expedient ;  and  appointed  t 
council  to  put  the  laws  relating  to  trade  in  execu* 
tion.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  propofed  that  the 
Padiament  (hould  not  proceed  to  the  nomination  of 
n  fucceiior^  until  the  treaty  with  England  fhould  be 
clifcttfied^  and  the  limitations  fettled.  This  propo* 
M  being  approved,  a  draft  of  an  anfwer  to  her  Ma^ 
jefty's  letter  was  prefented  by  the  Marquis  of  Twee- 
dak.  Two  different  forms  of  an  adl  for  ia  treaty 
with  England  were  oiFercd  by  the  Earl  of  Mar  and 
the  Marquis  of  IjOthxan :  others  were  prodt^ed  corw 
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BOO  Kceming  the  elections  of  officers  of  ftate,  and  the  re- 
^-      gulation  of  commerce. 

^^^^^^^  §  XXX.  The  chief  aim  of  the  Cavaliers  was  to 
obliru6l  the  fettlement  of  the  fucceffion  ;  and  with 
that  view  they  preffed  the  proje<ft  of  hmitations,  to 
which  they  knew  the  Court  would  never  aflent.  A 
motion  being  made,  to  grant  the  firft  reading  to  an 
a6l  of  commiflion  for  a  treaty  with  England,  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  infified  on  the  limitations,  and 
a  vote  being  ftated  in  thefe  terms,  '^  Proceed  to  con- 
"  fider  the  a6l  for  a  treaty  of  limitation,"  the  latter 
was  carried  in  favour  of  the  Cavaliers.  On  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  Augull  an  a<St  for  this  purpofe 
was  approved ;  and  next  day  an  a6l  for  a  triennial 
Parliament,  which  the  Courtiers  were  enabled  to 
defeat.  They  likewife  pafled  an  a6l,  ordaining.  That 
the  Scottifh  ambafladors  reprefenting  Scotland,  fhould 
be  prefent  when  the  Sovereign  might  have  occafion 
to  treat  with  foreign  Princes  and  States,  and  be  ac- 
countable to  the  Parliament  of  Scotland.  Fletcher, 
of  Saltoun,  prefented  a  fcheme  of  limitations  that 
favoured  ftrongly  of  Republican  principles.  He  af- 
terwards enlarged  upon  every  article,  endeavouring 
to  prove  that  they  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pre- 
vent the  confequences  of  Englifh  influence ;  to 
enable  the  nation  to  defend  its  rights  and  liberties  : 
to  deter  Minifters  of  State  from  giving  bad  advice 
to  their  Sovereign ;  to  preferve  the  Courts  of  Judi- 
cature from  corruption,  and  fcreen  the  people  from 
tyranny  and  oppreffion.  The  Earl  of  Stair  having 
argued  againll  thefe  limitations^  Fletcher  replied, 
«•  It  was  no  wonder  he  oppofcd  the  fcheme ;  for, 
"  had  fuch  an  adl  fublilled,.his  Lordfliip  would  have 
^*  been  hanged  for  the  bad  counfel  he  had  given  to 
^  King  James  ;  for  the  concern  he  had  in  the  maf- 
<^  facre  of  Glencoe  ;  and  for  his  condudl  (ince  the 
"  Revolution."  The  next  fubjecl  on  which  the 
Parliament  deliberated  was  the  confpiracy.  A  mo- 
tion being  made  that  the  Houfe  might  know  what 
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anfwer  the  Queen  had  returned  to  their  addrefs  inCH>^P. 
the  lalt  feffion,  the  Chancellor  deUvered  to  the  Clerk-    ^^^ 
Regilter  the  papery  relating  to  the  plot,  that  they"" 
might  be  pcnifed  by  the  members :    but  thcfe  being 
copies,  and  the  evidences  remaining  at  London,  no 
further  urogrefs  was  made  in  the  affair.      Yet  the 
Duke  of  Athol,  in  a  diftinet  narrative  of  the  pre- 
tended   conl'piracy,    boldly  accufed   the    Duke    of 
Queenlberry  of  having  endeavoured  to  miflead  the 
Queen  by  falfe  inlinuations  agaimt  her  good  fubjedts. 
w  hen  the  slA  for  a  treaty  of  union  fell  under  con- 
fideration,  a  draft  for  that  purpofe,  prcfented  by  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  was  compared  with  the  Engliih  a6t, 
importing.   That  the  Queen  Ihould  name  and  ap- 
point not  only  the  Commiffioners  for  England,  but 
likewife  thofe  for  Scotland.     Fletcher  did  not  fail  to 
inveigh  againft  the  imperious  conduct  of  the  Englifli 
Parliament  in  this  affair.     He  exhorted  the  Houie 
to  refent  fuch  treatment,  and  offered  the  draft  of  an 
addrefs  to  her  Majclly  on  the  I'ubjed ;  ^  but  this  the 
Houfe  rejefted.      Duke  Hamilton  propofed  tliat  a 
claufe  might  be  added  to  the  a<ft,  importing,  That 
the  union  Ihould  no  ways  derogate  from  any  funda- 
mental laws,  ancient  privileges,  offices,  rights,  liber- 
ties,   and   dignities   of   the  Scottifh   nation.     This 
occaiioned  a  long  debate ;  and  a  question  being  put, 
was  carried   in   the  negative.  ^  Another  claufe   was 
propofed,    that   the  Scottifh  Commiffioners  (hould 
not    begin    to    treat   until   the  Engliih  Parliament 
ihould  nave  refcinded  their  claufe,  enadling,  That 
the  fubjeAs  of  Scotland  fliould  be  adjudged  and 
taken  as  aliens  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Decem- 
ber.    The  Courtiers,  confidering  the  temper  of  the 
Houfe,    would   not  venture  to  oppdfe  this  motion 
diredUy,    but  propofed   that   the  claufe  Ihould  be 
formed  into  a  leparate  adl ;  and  the  expedient  was 
approved.      Though  the  Duke  of  Athol   entered 
a  vigorous  proteft,  to  which  the  greater  part  of  the 
Cavaliers  and  all  the  Squadrone  adhered,  cqmpre- 
voL.  II.  E  hending 
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BOO  Khending  four-and-twenty  Peers,  feven-and-thirty  Ba- 
'ujv^rons,  and  eighteen  Boroughs,  the  aft  for  the  treaty 
1705.  of  union  was,  after  much  altercation,  finifhed,  em- 
powering Commiffioners  to  meet  and  treat  of  an 
union ;  but  reftraining  them  from  treating  of  any 
alterations  of  the  ChtHrch-govcrnment  as  by  law 
eftabliflied.  Whilft  this  important  fubje6l  was  under 
confideration,  the  Duke  of  Hamikon,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  his  whole  ipavty,  moved  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Commiffioners  ihould  be  left  to  the 
Queen.  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  Caraliers  ran 
out  of  the  Houfe  in  a  tranfport  of  indignation,  ex- 
claiming that  they  were  defcrtcd  and  bafely  betrayed 
by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  A  very  hot  debate  en- 
fued,  in  the  courfe  of  which  the  Duke  was  fevercly 
handled  by  thofe  whom  he  had  hitherto  condu6led  : 
but,  at  length,  the  queftion  being  put,  Whether  the 
nomination  fhould  be  left  to  the  Queen  or  to  the 
Parliament,  the  Duke's  mo^n  was  approved  by  a 
very  fmall  majority.  He  afterwards  excufed  himfelf 
for  his  defedioi^  by  faying,  he  faw  it  was  in 
vain  to  contend ;  and  that  fince  the  Court  -had 
acquired  a  great  majority,  he  thought  he  might  be 
allowed  to  pay  that  compliment  to  his  Sovereign.  He 
%^s  defirous  of  being  in  the  commiffion,  and  the 
Duke  of  Afgyle  promifed  he  fhould  be  nominated. 
The  Queen  refufing  to  honour  him  with  that  mark 
of  dIihn(ftion,  Argyle  would  not  fufFer  himfelf  to  be 
named,  and  threatened  to  oppofe  the  union  :  but 
means  were  found  to  appeafe  his  refentment.  Two 
drafts  of  an  addrefs  being  preftnted  by  the  Eail  of 
Sutherland  and  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  bcfeeching  her 
Majeliy  to  ufe  her  endeavours  with  the  Parliament 
of  England  to  refcind  that  part  of  their  AA  which 
declared  the  fubje6ts  of  Scotland  aliens ;  and  ai^ 
overture  of  a  bill  being  offered,  ordaining  that  the 
Scottilh  Commiffioners  fhould  not  enter  upon  the 
treaty  of  union  until  that  claufe  fhould  be  repealed ; 
the  Courtiers   moved,   that  the  Parfiament  fhould 
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JtfoCecd   by  way  or  order  to  theii:  Coriimiffioncrs^ciT  ap- 
Und  by  addrefs  to  her  Majefty.     After  fome  debate,    ^'^il/j 
the  Houfe  alientiAg  to  this  propofal,  the  orcJer  and   ',705. 
addrefs  were  drawn  up  and  approved.    The  great 
and  weighty  affair  of  the  treaty  being   at   length 
happily  tranfadled,  though  not  without  a  proteft  by 
Athol  and  his  adherents,  the  Parhament  granted  a 
fupply  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  Houfe  was 
adjourned  to  the  twentieth  day  of  December  :  then 
the  Queen  declaring  the  Earl  of  Mar  Secretary  of 
State  in  the  room  of  the  Marquis  of  Annandale, 
who  was  appointed  Lord-Prefident  of  the  Council. 

§  XXXI.  In  Ireland  the  Parliament  met  at 
Dubhn  on  the  fifth  day  of  M^rch,  and  voted  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  the  neceflary  branches  ot  the  eftablifhment.  A 
difpute  arofe  between  the  Commons  and  the  Lower 
Houfe  of  Convocation,  relating  to  the  tithes  of 
hem  and  flax,  afcertained  in  a  claufe  of  a  bill  for 
the  better  improvement  of  the  hempen  and  flaxen 
manufadlures  of  the  king4om.  The  Lower  Houfe 
of  Convocation  prefented  a  memorial  againfl  this 
claufe  as  prejudicial  to  the  rights  and  properties  of 
the  clergy.  The  Commons  voted  the  perfon  who 
brought  it  in  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege ;  and 
ordered  him  to  be  taken  into  cuflody.  I'hen  they 
refolved,  That  the  Convocation  were  ^guilty  of  4 
contempt  and  breach  of  the  privilege  of  that  Houfe* 
The  Convocation  prefuniing  to  juftify  their  me- 
morials, the  Commons  voted.  That  all  matters 
relating  to  it  (hould  be  razed  out  of  the  journals 
and  books  of  Convocation.  The  Duke  of  Ormond^ 
dreading  the  confequences  of  fuch  heats,  adjourned 
the  Parliament  to  me  firfl  day  of  May,  when  the 
Houfes  meeting  again,  came  to  fome  refolutipns 
that  refledled  obliquely  on  the  Convocation,  as 
enemies  to  her  Majeftv's  government  and  the  Fr6^ 
tedant  fucceilion.  Tne  clergy,  in  order  to  acquit 
themfelves  of  all  fulpicion,  refolved  in  their  turn, 
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BOO  KThat  the  Church  and  nation  had  been  happily  fle- 
^-      Uvered jfrom  poperj'-  and  tyranny  by  King  WilHani 

1765.  at  the  Revolution :  That  the  continuance  of  thefe 
bleffings  were  due  (under  God)  to  the  aufpicious 
reign  and  happy  government  of  her  Majefty  Queen 
Anne  :  That  the  future  fecurity  and  prefervation  of 
the  Church  and  nati6n  depended  wholly  (under 
God)  on  the  fucceflion  of  the  Crown  as  fettled  by 
law  in  the  Proteftant  line  :  That  if  any  Clerg)'man 
ihould  by  word  or  writing  declare  any  thing  in  op- 
pofition  to  thefe  refolutions,  they  fhould  look  upoa 
him  as  a  fower  of  divilions  among  the  Proteftants, 
and  an  enemy  to  the  conftitution.  They  levelled 
another  refolution  againft  the  Prelbyterians,  import- 
ing. That  to  teach  or  to  preach  againft  the  dodrine, 

"^  government,  rites,  or  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  or 
to  maintain  fchools  or  feminaries  for  the  education 
of  youth,  in  principles  contrary  to  thofc  6f  the 
cflabliihed  Church,  was  a  contempt  of  the  ccfle- 
fialtical  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  of  pernicious  con- 
fequence;  ahd  ferved  only  to  continue  and  widen 
the  unhappy  fchifms  and  divilions  in-  the  nation. 
In  June  tne  Parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  fame 
month  of  the  following  year :  then  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  embarked  for  England,  leaving  the  admi- 
niftration  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Richard  Cox,  I^ord- 
chancellor,  and  Lord  Cutts,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Queen^s  forces,  who  were  appointed 
Lords- Juftices  during  the  Duke*s  abfence. 

^  XXXIL  During  thefe  tranfadions  in  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Allies  had  not  been  remifs  in 
their  prepararioas  for  the  enfuing  campaign,  Thfc 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  fixed  upon  the  Mofelle 
for  the  fcene  of  a6lion  ;  and  magazines  of  all  forts 
were  formed  at  Triers.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of 
March  the  Duke  embarked  for  Holland,  where  he 
prevailed  upon  the  States-Gcneral  to  contribute 
their  troops  for  the  execution  of  his  proje6l.  Having 
concerted  witli  the  deputies  i)f  the  States  and  the 
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Dutch  Generals  the  neceflary  meafures  for  openingCHAP, 
the  campaign,  he  fet  out  for  Maeftricht,   in  order   '^'^^• 
to  affernble  his  army.      On  the  fifth  day  of  May    ,705. 
the   Emperor  Leopold    died    at  Vienna,    and   was 
fucceeded  on  the  Imperial  throne  by  his  eldeft  fon 
Jofeph,    King   of  the  Romans,    a  Prince  who  re- 
lembled  his  father  in-  meeknefs  of  difpofition,  nar- 
rownefs  of  intelle6t,  and  bigotry  to  the  komilh  reU- 
gion.     Qn  the  fifteenth  of  June  the  Englifh  troops 
pafled  the  Maefe,  and  continued  their  march  towards 
the  Mofelle,  under  the  command  of  General  Church- 
ill ;  and  the  Duke  fet  out  for  Cruetznach,  to  confer 
with  Prince  Louis  of  Baden,  who  excufed  himfelf 
on  pretence  of  being  much  indifpofed.   Marlborough 
\-ifited  him  at  Rafladt,  where  in  a  conference  they 
refolved  that  a  fufficient  number  of  German  troops 
fhould  be  left  for  the  fecurity  of  the  lines  of  Lauter- 
burg  and  StolhofFen,  under  the  command  of  General 
Thungen,   and  that  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  fhould 
march  with  a  large  detachment  towards   the  Saar, 
to  acl  in  concert  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
The  confederate  army  pafied  the  Mofelle  and  the 
Saar  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  encamped   at 
Elft  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  who  retired  with  great 
precipitation,    and    entrenched    themfelves   in    the 
neighbourhood  of  Coningfmarcheren.     The  Duke's 
defign  was  to  befiege  Saar-Louis  ;  but  Prince  Louis 
felled  in  the  performance  of   his  engagement :    he 
feigned  himfelf  fick,    and  repaired  to  the  bath  at 
Scnlangenbade,   leaving  the  imall  number  of  Im- 
perial troops   he    condu6led   as   far  as  Cruetznach, 
under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Prize.     He 
was  fufpedled  of  treacherj^ ;  but  probably  adled  from 
en^-y  of  the  Duke's  military  reputation.* 

*  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  binding  himfelf  obliged  tp  retreat, 
lent  a  note  with  a  trumpeter  toVillars^  containing  an  apology  for 
<lecainpingts-*»«  Do  me  the  juftice  (faid  he)  to  believe  that  my  retreat 
**  is  entirely  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Prince  of  fiaden  ;  but  that 
**  my  efteem  for  yuu  is  Hill  gtcater  ikan  my  refcntntenc  of  hit  con- 

§xxxiir. 


54  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

|(  o  o  K      §  XXXIII.  While  this  nobleman  fiiflained  fiich 
'•      a  mortifying   difappointment   on   the  Mofelle,  the 

^^^r^ French  dicj   not   fail   to   take  advantage    of   their 
fupeiiority  in  the  Netherlands,  where  General  D' Au-r 
verquerque  was  obliged  to  ftand  on  the  defenfive. 
They  inverted  Huy,  and  CJTrried  on  their  operation^ 
fo  vigoroufly,  that  in  a  few  days  the  garrifon  were 
qbliged  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war; 
then  Villeroy  undertook    the    reduction    of  Liege, 
and  adlually  began    his    Works   before  the   citadeU 
Marlborough  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  enemy's 
progrels  than  he  marched   to  Triers,    where,    in  a 
council,  it  was  refolved  that  the  army  fhould  return 
to  the  Netherlands,     The  troops  were  in  motion  on 
the    nineteenth   of  June,    and  marched  with  fuch 
expedition,  that  they  palled  the  Maefe  on  the  firft 
day  of  Jvdy,  Villeroy  na^'ing  received  advice  of  the 
Duke's    approach,    abandoned    his   enterprize,   and 
retired   to   Tongeren,    from    whence    he    retreated 
within  his   lines,    that   reached    from  Marche  aux 
Dames  on  tlie  Meufe,  along  the  Mehaigne,  as  far 
fis    Lenuive.      Marlborough   having  joined  D'Au- 
verquerque,   fent  General  Scholten  with  a  detach- 
ment to  inveft  Huy,  and  in  a  few  days  the  garrifon 
furrendered  *  at   difcretion.     Tl^c    Englifh  General,- 
refolving  to  ftrike  fonje  ftroke  of  importance  that 
fhould  atone  for  his  difappointmetit  on  the  Mofelle, 
fent  General  Hompefch  to  the  States,  with  a  pro^ 
pofal  for  attacking  the  French  lines ;  and  obtamed 
their  permiflion  to  do  whatever  he  fhoqld  think  pro- 
per for  the  good  of  the  common  caufe.     Then  be 
explained  the  fcheme  in  two  fucceffive  councils  of 
war,    by  which,   at  length,    it  was    approved   and 
refolved  upon,  though  fome  Dutch  Grenerals  declared 
themfelves   againft   the   undertaking.     The  enemy 
were  polled  along  the  lines,  amounting  to  one  him^ 
dred    battal\ons    and    one    hundred    and    forty-fix 
fquadrons.     The  alKed  army  did  not  much  exceed 
that  aumber,    }n  pr^er  to  divi4e  them,  D*Auver- 
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querq\ie  made  a  falfe  motion  and  pafled  thee  ha  P. 
Mchaigne,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  attack  the  hnes  ^^''' 
at  out  MefleUn.  The  ftratagem  fiicceeded.  The^"^^^^!^^ 
French .  weakened  the  other  parts  by  ikengthening 
that  which  was  on  the  fide  of  the  Gerbiie  toward? 
Namur.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  having  made 
the  difpofition,  the  army  began  to  march  in  the 
night  between  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  of 
JiSy,  in  order  to  force  a  paflage  of  the  French  lines 
at  Heylefem,  the  caftle  of  Wauge,  and  the  villages 
of  Wauge,  Neerhefpen,  and  Ooftmalen.  Thefe 
pofls  were  taken  with  very  little  difficulty ;  but 
before  the  infantry  could  come  up,  the  enemy  ad* 
vanced  with  fifty  fquadrons  and  twenty  battalions, 
and  began  to  fire  from  eight  pieces  of  cannon  with 
tripple  barrels,  which  did  confiderable  execution. 
The  Duke  perceiving  that  they  were  continually 
reinforced  from  the  other  parts  of  the  lines,  ordered 
the  horfe  to  charge  their  cavalry,  which  were  foon 
broken  and  routed;  but  rallying  behind  their  in- 
ikntry,  interlined  with  foot,  and  joined  by  frefh 
fquadrons,  they  advanced  again  towards  the  Allies, 
who  were  now  fuftained  by  their  infantry,  and 
moved  forwards  to  renew  the  charge.  After  a 
warm,  though  fhort  engagement,  the  pnemy's  horfe 
were  defeated  with  great  flaughter.  The  infantry, 
feeing  themfelves  abandoned  in  the  plain,  retreated 
in  great  diforder,  between  the  villages  of  Heylefem 
and  GoUlcven,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  reft 
of  their  army,  and  formed  again  in  order  of  battle. 
Meanwhile  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ordered  all 
his  troops  to  enter  the  hnes  :  and  extended  his  right 
towards  the  great  Geete  before  Tirlemont,  where 
the  enemy  had  left  the  battaHon  of  Montluc,  which 
furrendered  at  difcretion.  In  this  action  the  Con- 
federates took  the  Marquis  D'Alegre  and  the  Count 
dc  Home,  lieutenant-generals,  one  Major-general, 
two  Brigadier*generals,  with  many  other  officers, 
gad  a  great  number  of  cwnpiDii  loldiers ;   a  large 
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3  O  O  K  heap  of  ftandards,  four  colours,  one  pair  of  kettle- 
^'  drums,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  In  the  action. 
,70^^  as  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  advanced  to  the 
charge  at  the  head  of  feveral  fquadrons,  a  Bavarian 
officer  rode  up  to  attack  him  fword  in  hand  ;  but  in 
railing  himfelf  on  his  llirrups  to  ftrike  wth  the 
greater  advantage,  he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  was 
immediately  flain. 

^  XXXIV.  The  body  of  troops  commanded  by 
Monlieur  D'Alegre  being  thus  defeated  with  little 
or  no  lofs  to  the  Confederates,  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia and  the  Marefchal  de  Villeroy  pafled  the 
great  Greete  and  the  Deule,  with  great  expedition, 
and  took  poflcffion  of  the  ftrong  camp  at  Parck, 
their  left  extending  to  Roofclaer,  and  their  right  to 
Winefelen  againft  the  height  of  Louvain.  Next  day 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  marching  through  the 
plain  of  Parck,  took  twelve  hundred  prifoners,  who 
could  not  keep  pace  with  the  reft  of  the  enemy's 
forces ;  and  in  the  evening  he  encamped  with  the 
right  at  the  abbey  of  Vlierlbech,  and  the  left  before 
Bierbeck,  under  the  cannon  of  Louvain.  He  de- 
tached Lieutenant-General  Henkelum,  the  Duke  of 
Wirtemberg,  and  Count  Oxienfliern,  with  a  con- 
liderable  body  of  forces,  to  attack  fome  pofts  on 
the  Deule,  which  were  flenderly  guarded.  Their 
advanced  guard  accordingly  pailed  the  river,  and 
repulfed  the  enemy ;  but  for  want  of  timely  fup- 
-port,  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  it  and  retire.  On 
the  third  of  Augull  Baron  Spaar,  vnth  a  body  of 
Dutch  troops,  marched  to  Raboth  on  the  canal  of 
Bruges,  forced  the  French  lines  at  Lovendegen, 
and  took  four  forts  by  which  they  were  defended ; 
but  receiving  advice  that  the  enemy  were  on  their 
march  towards  him,  he  retired  to  Mildegem,  and 
carried  with  them  feveral  hoftages,  as  fecurity  for 
the  i^yment  of  the  contributions  he  had  raifed. 
On  the  fifteenth. the  Duke  moved  from  Mildert  to 
Cofbais ;  next  day  continued  his  march  to  Genap^ 
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from  whence  he  advanced  to  Fifchermont.  On  the  c  h  A  p. 
feventeenth  General  D'Auverquerque  took  the  poft^YJ^r^ 
of  Waterlo;  and  next  day  the  confederate  army^^'^J^JT'^ 
was  drawn  up  in  order  of  batde  before  the  enemy, 
who  extended  from  Overyfche,  near  the  wood  of 
Soignies,  to  Nceryfthe,  with  the  Uttle  river  Yfchc 
in  their  fronts  fo  as  to  cover  Brulijels  and  Louvain. 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  propofed  to  attack 
them  immediately,  before  they  fhould  recoUeft  them- 
felves  fipom  their  contlernation ;  and  D'Auvfer- 
querque  approved  of  the  defign  ;  but  it  was  oppofed 
by  General  Schlangcnburg,  and  other  Dutch  officers, 
who  reprefented  it  in  fuch  a  light  to  the  deputies 
of  the  State,  that  they  refufed  to  concur  in  the 
execution.  The  Duke  being  obliged  to  relinqmfli 
the  fcheme,  wrote  an  expoltulatory  letter  to  the 
States-General,  complaining  of  their  having  with* 
drawn  that  confidence  ^^hich  they  had  repofed  in 
him  while  he  adted  in  Germany.  This  letter  being 
publifhed  at  the  Hague,  excited  murmurs  among 
the  people,  and  .the  £ngli(h  nation  were  incenfed 
at  tne  prefumption  of  the  Deputies,  who  wrote 
feveral  letters  in  their  own  juftiiication  to  the  States* 
General :  but  thefe  had  no  efTedt  upon  the  populace^ 
by  whom  the  Duke  was  refpecled  even  to  a  degree 
of  adoration.  The  States  being  apprifed  of  the  re- 
fentment  that  prevailed  over  all  England,  and  that 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Lord-prefident  of  the  council, 
was  appointed  as  Envoy-Extr^rdinary  to  Holland^ 
with  initrudtions  to  demand  fatisfa^ion,  thought 
proper  to  anticipate  his  journey,  by  making  fub- 
miiiions  to  the  Duke,  and  removing  Schlangenburg 
from  his  command.  The  confederate  army  returned 
to  Corbais,  from  whence  it  marched  to.  Perwitz, 
where  it  encamped.  The  little  town  of  Sout- 
Leeuwe,  iituated  in-  the  middle  of  a  morafs,  and 
conftituting  the  chief  defence  of  the  enemy's  lines^ 
being  taken  by,  a  detachment  under  the  command 
i>f  Lieutenant-Genicral  Dedem,  thi  Duke  ordered 
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B  o  o  Kthe  lines  from  this  place  to  Wafleigne  to  be  kvelledt 
and  the  town  of  Tirlemont  to  be  difmantled ;  then 
paffing  the  Demer,  he  encamped,  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  September  at  Aerfchot.  About  the  latter  end 
of  the  month  he  marched  to  Hcventhals ;  from 
hence  the  Duke  repaired  to  the  Hague,  where  he 
kad  feveral  conferences  with  the  Penlionary.  In  a 
few  days  he  returned  to  the  army,  which  decamping 
from  Heventhals,  marched  to  Clanipthout.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  October,  die  Count  de 
Noyelles  inverted  Santvlict,  which  furrendered  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  month. 

§  XXXV.  At  tliis  period  the  Duke,  in  confe- 
quence^ef  prefling  letters  from  the  Emperor,  fet  out 
for  Vienna,  in  order  to  concert  tlie  operations  of  the 
"enfuing  campaign,  and  other  meafiires  of  importance, 
in  which  the  concerns  of  the  Allies  were  interefted* 
In  his  way  he  was  magnificently  entertained  by  the 
Elector  Palatine,  and  him  of  Triers,  and  compli- 
mented by  the  Magiftracy  of  FranklFort,  where  he 
conferred  with  Prince  Louis  of  Baden.  On  the 
twelfth  of  November  he  arrived  at  Vienna,  where 
he  was  treated  with  the  highell  marks  of  diflin6lion 
and  cordial  friendfhip  by  their  Imperial  Majefties. 
His  fon-in-law,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  had  been 
fent  thither  as  Envoy-Extraordinary ;  and  now  they 
conferred  together  with  the  Empefor  and  his  mini- 
fters.  They  refolved  to  maintain  the  war  with  re- 
doubled vigour.  The  treaties  were  renewed,  and 
provifion  made  for  the  feciirity  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
The  Emperor,  in  confideration  of  the  Duke*s  fignai 
fervicc  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  prefented  him  with 
a  grant  of  the  lordiliip  of  Mindelheim  in  Suabia, 
which  was  now  eredlc^  into  a  principality  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  In  his  return  with  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland  M  viiited  the  Courts  of  Berlin  and  Han« 
over,  where  he  wa$  received  with  that  extraordi- 
nary refpe6t  which  was  doe  to  his  character ;  and 
anived  al  th»  Ha^uc  w  th$  fourteenth  day  of  De- 
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cember.    There  he  fettled  the  operations  of  the  next  c  h  A  P; 
campaign  with  the   States-General,  who  confented    ^^^^* 
to  join  England  in  maintaining  an  additional  body^"*^^!^^ 
of  ten  thoufand  men,  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  army 
of  Prince  Eugene  in  Italy.     While  the  Allies  were 
engaged  in  the  liege  of  Santvliet,  the  Ele6lor  of 
Bavaria  fent  a  detachment,  under  the  command  of 
Don   Marccllo  de  Grimaldi,    to  inveft  Dieft,  the 
ganifon  of  which  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 

§  XXXVI.  On  the  Upper  Rhine  Marefchal  Vil- 
lars  befieged  and  took  Homburgh,  and  paflcd  the 
Rhine  at  Strafburgh  on  the  fixth  day  of  Auguft. 
Prince  Louis  of  fiaden  arriving  in  the  camp  of  the 
Impcrialifts  at  Stolhoffen,  not  only  obliged  him  to 
retire,  but  having  paffed  the  river,  forced  the  French 
lines  at  Hagenau  :  then  he  reduced  Drufenheim  and 
Hagenau,  but  attempted  no  enterprize  equal  to  the 
number  of  his  army,  although  the  Emperor  had 
expoftulated  with  him  feverely  on  his  condu6l,  and 
he  had  now  i  fair  opportunity  of  emulating  the  glory 
of  Marlborough,  upon  whom  he  looked  with  the 
eyes  of  an  emious  rival.  In  Italy  a  battle  was 
fought  at  Cafano,  betu^een  Prince  Eugene  and  the 
Duke  de  Vendome,  with  dubious  fuccefs.  The 
puke  de  Fcuillade  reduced  Chivas,  and  invefled 
Nice,  which,  after  an  obftinate  defence,  fiurendered 
in  December.  All  the  conliderable  places  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  were  now  taken,  except 
Cpni  and  Turin  ;  and  his  little  army  was  reduced 
to  twelve  thoufand  men,  whom  he  could  hardly 
fupport.  His  Duchefs,  hfs  clergy,  and  his  fubje<9s 
in  general,  prefled  him  to  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of 
his  affairs :  but  he  adhered  to  the  alliance  with  lur- 
prizing  fortitude.  He  wirhftood  the  importunities 
of  his  Duchefs,  excluded  all  the  bifhops  and  clergy 
from  his  councils ;  and  when  he  had  occafion  for  a 
confeffor,  chofe  a  prieft  occafionally,  either  from 
the  Dominicans  or  Francifcans.  The  campaign  in 
Portugal  began  with  a  very  promifing  afpcd.  The 
%  Allien 
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BOO  KAllies  invaded  Spain  by  the  different  frontiers  of 
'•  Beyra  and  Alentejo.  Their  army,  under  the  com- 
jyos*  mand  of  the  Conde  das  Galveas,  undertook  the 
liege  of  Valencia  D' Alcantara  in  May,  and  took  it 
by  aflault :  Albuquerque  furrendered  upon  articles  ; 
and  then  the  troops  were  fent  into  quarters  of  refrefh* 
ment.  The  Marquis  de  las  Minas,  who  commanded 
the  Portuguefe  in  the  province  of  Beyra,  reduced 
the  town  of  Salva-terra,  plundered  and  burned 
Sarca;  but  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Panamacos  at 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Towards  the  end  of 
September  the  Confederates  being  reaflembled,  in* 
vefted  Badajox,  by  the  advice  o£  the  Earl  of  Gal  way, 
who  loft  his  right  hand  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  was 
obliged  to  be  carried  off;  fo  that  the  condudl  of 
the  liege  was  left  to  General  Fagel.  He  had  made 
confiderable  progrefs  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
place,  when  the  Marquis  de  Thefle  found  means  to 
throw  in  a  powerful  reinforcement ;  and  then  the 
Confederates  abandoned  the  enterprize.  The  war 
continued  to  rage  in  Hungary  with  various  fiiccefs. 
Kagotiki^  though  frequently  worfted,  appeared  ftill 
in  arms,  and  ravaged  the  country,  which  became  a 
fcene  of  mifery  and  defolation.  In  Poland  the  old 
Cardinal  Primate  owned  Stanrflaus,  but  died  before 
the  coronation,  which  was  performed  by  the  Bifhop 
of  Cujavia.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  King  Au- 
guftus  had  pafled  through  Poland  in  difguife  to  the 
Mufcovite  army,  which  was  put  under  his  conunand 
in  Lithuania;  and  the  campaign  was  protradted 
through  the  whole  winter-feafon,  notwithftanding 
the  feverity  of  the  weather  in  that  northern  climate. 
In  the  fpring  the  Swedilli  General,  Reinchild,  ob- 
tained a  complete  victory  over  the  Saxon  army, 
which  was  either  cut  in  pieces  or  taken,  with  their 
camp,  baggage,  and  artillery :  yet  the  war  was  not 
extinguiflied.  The  King  of  Sweden  continued  ob* 
fiinately  deaf  to  all  propdTals  of  peace,  and  was  be- 
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come  as  favage  in   his  manners,  as  brutal  in  hisCHAPv 
revenge.  ^  ^'"* 

§  XXXVIL  At  fca  the  arms  of  the  Allies  were^ 
generally  profperous.  Philip  of  Spain  being  obfti* 
natelv  bent  upon  retaking  Gibraltar,  fent  Marefchal 
de  Tncfle  to  renew  the  fiege,  while  De  Pointis  wai 
ordered  to  block  up  the  place  by  fea  with  his  fqua- 
dron.  Thefe  French  officers  carried  on  the  fiege 
with  fuch  adlivity,  that  the  Prince    of  Hefle   dif- 

§atched  an  exprefs  to  Lifbon  with  a  letter,  defiring 
ir  John  Leake  to  fail  immediately  to  his  affiftance. 
This  Admiral  ha\dng  been  reinforced  from  England 
by  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes,  with  five  fhips  of  the  line 
and  a  body  of  troops,  fet  fail  immediately  ;  and  on 
the  tenth  day  of  March  defcried  five  fhips  of  war 
hauling  out  of  the  bay  of  Gibraltar.  Thefe  were 
commanded  by  De  Pointis  in  perfon,  to  whom  the 
Englilh  Adnttiral  gave  chafe.  One  of  them  (truck, 
after  having  made  a  very  flight  r^flance  ;  and  the 
reft  ran  afhore  to  the  Weflward  of  Marbella,  where 
they  were  deflroyed.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
French  fquadron  nad  been  blown  from  their  anchors, 
and  taken  fhelter  ii^  the  bay  of  Malaga :  but  now 
they  flipped  their  cables,  and  made  the  befl  of  their 
way  to  Toulon.  The  Marefchal  de  Thefig,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  difafler,  turned  the  fiege  of  Gibral- 
tar into  a  blockade,  and  withdrew  the  greater  part 
of  his  forces.  While  Sir  John  Leake  was  employed 
in  this  expedition.  Sir  Creorge  Bvng,  who  had  been 
ordered  to  cruize  in  Soundings  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  took  a  fhip  of  forty  guns  from  the  enemy, 
together  with  twelve  privateers,  and  feven  veflels 
richly  laden  from  the  Weft-Indies. 

§  XXXVIII.  But  the  moft  eminent  atchievement 
of  this  fummer,  was  the  reduAion  of  Barcelona,  by 
the  celebrated  Earl  of  Peterborough  and  Sir  Cloudei- 
ley  Shovel,  who  failed  from  St.  Helen's  in  the  latter 
end  of  May  with  the  Englifh  fleet,  having  on  board 
a  body  of  five  thoufand  land  forces ;  and  on  the 
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BOO  Ktwendeth  of  June  arrived  at   Liibon ;  where  they 
^'      were  joined  by  Sir  John  Leake  and  the  Dutch  Admi- 

^^^^T^^ral,  Allemondie.  In  a  council  of  war,  they  determined 
to  put  to  fea  with  eight-and-forty  fhips  of  the  line, 
which  (hould  be  ftationed  between  Cape  SpiUtcl  and 
the  bay  of  Cadiz,  in  order  to  prevnent  the  juudjion  of 
the  Toulon  and  Breft  fquadrons.  The  Prince  of 
He^-Darmftadt  arriving  from  Gibraltar,  aflured 
King  Charles,  that  the  province  of  Catalonia  and 
the  kingdom  of  Valencia  were,  attached  to  his  inte- 
reft ;  and  his  Majefty  being  weary  of  Portugal,  re- 
folved  to  accompany  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  to 
Barcelona.  He  accordingly  embarked  with  him  on 
board  of  the  Kanelagh ;  and  the  fleet  failed  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  the  Earl  of  Galway  hav- 
ing reinforced  them  with  two  regiments  of  Englilh 
dragoons.  At  Gibraltar  they  took  on  board  the 
Englilh  guards,  and  three  old  regiments,  in  lieu  of 
which  they  left  two  new-raifed  battalions*  On  the 
eleventh  day  of  Auguft  they  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
Altea,^where  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  publifhed  a 
manifefio  in  the  Spanifh  language,  which  had  fuch 
an  efFed,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  the 
neighbouring  villages,  and  adjacent  mountains,  ac 
knowledged  Kng  Charles  as  their  lawful  Sov^eign. 
They  feized  the  town  of  Denia  for  his  fervice ;  and 
he  fent  thither  a  garrifon  of  four  hundred  men  under 
the  command  of  Major-Gcneral  Ramos.  On  the 
twenty-fecond  they  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Barcelona  i 
the  troops  were  difembarked  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
city,  where  they  encamped  in  a  fhrong  iituation,  and 
were  well  received  by  the  country  people.  King 
Charles  landed  amidft  die  acclamations  of  an  infinite 
multitude  from  the  neighbouring  towns  and.  villages, 
who  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet,  exclaiming,  "  Long 
live  the  King  t'*  and  exhibited  all  the  marks  of  the 
inoil  extravagant  joy.  The  inhabitants  of  Barce- 
lona were  well  affe6led  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  but 
over-awed  hj  a  garrifijn  of  five  thoufand  nien  und^ 
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the  l>uke  de  Popoli,  Vdtfco,  and  other  officers  d©-  c  H  A  ?• 
voted  to  the  intereft  of  King  Philip.  Conlidering  ^^^'* 
the  ftrength  of  fuch  a  ganifon,  and  the  fmall  num-^'^'^^C^ 
ber  of  IXitdh  and  Englifh  troops,  nothing  could 
appear  more  defperate  and  dangerous  than  the  dcr 
fign  of  befieging  the  place ;  yet  this  was  propoled 
by  the  Prince  of  Heflc-Darmftadt,  who  I'erved  iij 
the  expedition  as  a  volunteer,  ftrongly  urged  by 
King  Charles,  and  approved  by  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough and  Sir  Cloudefley  ShoveK  The  city  was 
accordingly  inveHed  on  one  iide :  but,  as  a  previr 
ous  ftep  to  the  redu6tion  of  it,  they  refohred  to  at- 
tack the  fort  of  Montjuic,  ftrongly  lituated  on  a 
hill  that  contmanded  the  city.  The  outworks  were 
taken  by  ftorm,  with  the  lofe  of  the  gallant  Prince 
of  Hefle,  who  was  fhot  through  the  body,  and  ex- 
pired in  a  few  hours  :  then  the  Earl  of  Peterborough 
began  to  b(»nbard  the  body  of  the  fort ;  and  a  ihell 
chancing  to  fall  into  the  magazine  of  powder,  blew 
it  up,  together  with  the  Governor  and  fome  of  the 
beft  officers :  an  accident  which  ibruck  fuch  a  terror 
into  the  garrifon,  that  they  furrendered  without  fur- 
ther refiftance. 

^  XXXIX.  This  great  point  being  gained,  th^ 
^^lifh  General  erected  his  batteries  againft  the 
town,  with  the  help  of  the  Miquelets  and  feamen  : 
the  bomb-ketches  began  to  fire  with  fuch  execution^ 
that  in  a  few  days  the  Governor  capitulated,  and  on 
the  fourth  day  of  06lbber  King  Charlts  entered  in 
trimnph.*  All  the  other  places  in  Catalonia  de- 
clared. 

*  Voltaire^  iipoo  what  ««thortty  w«  know  not,  tells  os,  that  da* 
|iog  the  capitiilacioD,.  the  German  and  Catalonian  troops  found  means 
to  cKmbover  the  ramparts  into  thecity«  and  began  to  commit  the  moft 
liarbarous  evcefies;  the  Viceroy  complaining  to  Peterborough  that  his 
feldiers  bad  taken  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  treaty,  and  were  a^nally 
•mployed  in  bomingi  plundering*  murthering»  and  violating  the  inha- 
bitants. The  Earl  replied^  **  They  muft  then  be  the  troops  ofthe  Prince 
•f  Hefle  s  allow  me  to  enter  the  city  with  my  Engliih  forces,  1  will  fave 
kfn>ra  rain ;  oblige  the  Germans  to  retire,  and  march  back  again  to  our 
prefcat  fituatiom**  The  Viceroy  trufted  hit  honour^  and  forthwith  ad- 
mitted 
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BOO  Kclared   for  him,  except  Rofes ;  fo  that  the  lirgdl 
^*      and  richeft  province  of  Spain  was  conquered  with 
,705.    an  army  fcarce  double  the  number  of  the  garrilbn 
of  Barcelona.     King  Charles  wrote  a  letter  with  his 
own  hand  to   the  Queen  of  England,   containing 
a  circumftantial   detail  of  his  aftairs,   the  warmclt 
cxpreffions    of  acknowledgment,    and   the   highell 
encomiums  on  her  fubjefls,   particularly   the  Earl 
of  Peterborough.       In    a    council  of  war  it  was 
determined    that   the   King  and    the    Earl  fhould 
continue  in  Catalonia  with  the  land  forces:   that 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  (hould  return  to  England : 
that   fivc-and-twenty    Englifh    and   fifteen    Dutch 
(hips  of  war  fhould  winter  at  Lifbon,  under  the 
comniand  of  Sir  John.  Leake  and  the  Dutch  Rear- 
Admiral,   Wairenaer  ^    and  that  four  Englilh  and 
two   Dutch   frigates   fhould  remain   at  Barcelona. 
Don    Francifco,    de    Velafco   was    tranfported   to 
'    Malaga  with  about  a  thou&nd  men  of  his  garrl- 
fon  :  the   reft  voluntarily  engaged   in    the   fervicc 
of  King  Charles,  and  fix  other  regiments  were  railed 
by^the  ftates  of  Catalonia.     The  Count  de  Cifu- 
cntes,  at  the  head  of  the  Miquelcts  and  Catalan* 
attached  to  the  Houfe  of   Auftria,  fecured  Tarra- 
gonia,  Tortofa,  Lerida,  San-Mattheo,  Gironne,.and 
other  places.     Don  Raphael  Nevat,  revolting  from 
Philip  with  his  whole  regiment  of  horfe,  joined  Ge- 
neral Ramos  at  Denia,  and  made  themfehres  maf- 
ters  of  feveral  places  of  importance  in  the  kingdom 
of  Valencia.     Flulhdd  with  fuch  unexpected  fuccefs 
they  penetrated  to  the   capital  of  the  fame  name, 
which  they,  furprized,  together  with  the  Marquis  de 
Villa-Garcia,    me    Viceroy,   and   the   Archbifhop. 

mittfd  the  Earl  with  his  troops.  He  foon  drove  out  the  Germans  and 
Caialontant,  after  having  oblieed  them  ro  quit  the  plunder  they  had 
uken  s  and  by  accideat  he  reicued  the  Duchefs  of  Popoli  from  the 
bands  of  two  brutal  foldierSi  and  delivered  her  to  her  hufb^nd.  Having 
thus,  appeared  the  tumult,  and  difpclled  the  horrors  of  the  citizens,  he 
returned  to  his  former  ftation,  leafing  the  inhabitants  of  Baixelona 
amazed  at  Aich  an  inftance  of  magnanimity  and  moderation  in  ^  people 
whom  they  had  been  taught  toxpnlider  ks  tUc  moft  favage  barbarians. 
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Thefe  advantages,  however,  were  not  properly c  hap. 
improved.  The  Court  of  Charles  was  divided  into^Y"^ 
fa6tions,  and  fo  much  time  loft  in  difputes,  that  the  1705. 
enemy  fent  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men  into  the  king- 
dom of  Valencia,  under  the  command  of  the  Conde 
de  las  Torres,  who  forthwith  inverted  San-Mattheo, 
guarded,by  Colonel  Jones  at  the  head  of  five  hun- 
dred Miquelets.  This  being  a  place  of  great  con- 
fequence,  on  account  of  its  fituation,  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  msu-ched  thither  with  one  thoufand 
infantry,  and  two  hundred  dragoons ;  and  by  means 
of  feigned  intelUgence  artfully  conveyed  to  the  Conde, 
induced  that  General  to  abandon  the  fiege  with  pre- 
cipitation, in  the  apprehenfion  of  being  fuddenly 
attacked  by  a  confiderable  army.  Peterborough 
afterwards  took  pofiefiHon  of  Nules,  and  purchafing 
horfes  at  Caftilion  de  la  Plana  began  to  form  a 
body  of  cavalry,  which  did  good  fervice  in  the 
fequcl.  Having  ailembled  a  little  army,  confifting 
of  ten  fquadrons  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  and  four 
battalions  of  regular  troops,  with  about  three  thou- 
fand militia,  he  marched  to  Molviedro,  which  was 
furrendered  to  him  by  the  Governor,  Brigadier  Ma- 
honi.  Between  this  officer  and  the  Duke  d'Arcos, 
the  Spanifh  General,  he  excited  fuch  jealoufies  'by 
dint  of  artifices,  not  altogether  juftifiable  even  in 
war,  that  the  Duke  was  more  intent  upon  avoiding 
the  fuppofed  treachery  of  Mahoni  than  upon  inter- 
mpting  the  Earl's  march  to  Valencia,  where  the 
inhabitants  exprefled  uncommon  marks  of  joy  at  his 
anival.*  About  this  period  a  very  obftinate  a<5lion 
happened  at  St.  Iftevan  de  Litera,  where  the  Che- 
valier D'Asfeldt,  with  nine  fquadrons  of  horfe  and 
dn^oons,  and  as  many  battalions  of  French  infan- 
try, attacked  Colonel  Wills  at  the  head  of  a  fmall 
detachment :  but  this  laft  being  fupported  by  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Cimningham,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  engagement,  repulfed  the  enemy, 
though  three  times  his  number,  with  the  lofs  of  four 
VOL,  n,  F  hundred 
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BOO  K  hundred  men  killed  upon  the  fpot.     The  troops  on 
!•      both  fides  fought  with  the  moll   defperate  valour, 

^*'^'^!^7^^  keeping  up  their  fire  until  the  muazles  of  their  pieces 
met,  and  charging  each  other  at  the  pcrnit  of  the 
bayonet.  The  only  misfortune  that  attended  the- 
Englifh  arms  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  was  the 
capture  of  the  Baltick  fleet  homeward-bound  with 
their  convoy  of  three  fliips  of  war,  which  were  taken 
hy  the  Dunkirk  fquadran  under  the  command  of  the 
Count  de  St.  Paul,  though  he  himfelf  was  killed  in 
the  engagement.  When  an  account  of  this  advan- 
tage was  communicated  to  the  French  King,  he 
replied  with  a  figh,  "  Verj^  well,  I  wifti  the  fhips 
*^  were  faie  again  in  any  Englifh  port,  provided  the 
•  '^  Count  de  St.  Paul  could  be  reftored  to  Itfe." 
After  the  death  of  the  fampus  Du  Bart,  this  officer 
was  counted  the  bed  feaman  in  France. 

^  XL.  The  kingdom  of  England  was  now  wholly 
■engrofled  by  the  ele6Uon  of  members  for  the  new 
Parliament.  The  Tories  exerted  therafclves  with 
.great  induftry,  and  propagated  the  cry  of  the  Church's 
being  in  danger ;  a  cry  in  which  the  Jacobites  joined 
with  great  fervour:  but,  notwithftaading  all  their 
efforts  in  words  and  writing,  a  majority  of  Whigs 
was  returned ;  and  now  the  Lord  Godolplun,  who 
had  hitherto  maintained  a  neutrality,  thought  ipro- 
per  openly  to  countenance  that  fadtion.  By  his  iiite-% 
reft  co-operating  with  the  influence  of  the  Duchufs 
of  Marlborough,  Sir  Nathan  Wright  was  deprived 
of  the  great  feal,  which  was  committed  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Co  wper,  with  the  title  of.  Lord-Keeper.  This 
was  a  lawyer  of  good  extradion,  fuperior  talents, 
engaging  manners,  and  eminence  in  his  profeffion. 
He  was  ftaunch  to  Whig  principles,  and  for  many 
years  had  been  confidered  as  one  of  their  beft  fpeakers 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  new  Rirliament' 
•meeting  ox^  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  .0(9:ober,  a  vio- 
lent contell  )\rofe  about  the  choice  of  a  Speaker.  Mr. 
Bromley   w^   fupported   by  the  Tories,    and   the 
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Whigs  propofed  Mr.  John  Smith,  who  was  clccftedc  H  a  P- 
by  a  majority  of  forty-three  voices.  The  Queen  in  ^^^^• 
her  fpeech  reprefented  the  neceflity  of  adling  vigor- "^"^^^^^ 
pufly  againft  France^  as  a  common  enemy  to  the 
feberties  of  Europe  :  fhe  commended  the  fortitude 
fii  the  Duke  oi  Savoy^  which  {he  faid  was  without 
example  :  (he  tpld  theipa  her  intention  was  to  expe- 
dite commif&pns  isx  treating  of  an  union  with  Scot^ 
Und  ;  (he  earaeftly  recommended  an  union  of  minds 
and  affe<ftions  among  her  people  :  fhe  obferved,  that 
ibme  pcrfons  had  endeavoured  to  foment  animofities, 
i£i^  even  fuggefted  in  print,  that  the  eilablifhed 
Church  was  in  danger :  ihe  affirmed  that  fuch  people 
were  enemies  to  her  and  to  the  kingdom,  and 
meant  only  to  cover  defigns  which  they  durft  not 
publickly  own,  by  endeavouring  to  diftradi:  the 
nation  with  unrealbnable  and  groundlefs  diftrufls  and 
jcaloufies  :  fhe  declared  fhe  would  always  affection- 
ately fupport  and  countenance  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, as  by  law  eftablifhed  :  that  fhe  would  invio- 
lably maintain  the  toleration,  that  fhe  would  pro- 
mote religion  and  virtue,  encourage  trade,  and 
every  thing  elfe  that  might  make  them  a  happy  and 
flourifhing  people. 

^  XLI.  The  majority  4n  both  Houfes  now  pro- 
fefled  the  fame  principles,  and  were  well  difpofea  to 
fupport  the  Queen  in  all  her  defigns.  They  firft 
preiented  the  ufual  addrefles,  in  the  warmefl  tern^s 
of  duty  and  afFe<5lion.  Then  the  Commons  drew 
up  a  fecond,  afluring  her  they  would,  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  affift  her  in  bringing  the  treaty  of 
union  to  a  happv  conclufion.  They  defired  that  the 
proceedings  of  tne  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  relating 
to  the  union  and  fucceffion,  might  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  The  Lords  had  fblicited  the  fame 
fatisfadlion ;  and  her  Majefty  promifed  to  comply 
with  their  requefl.  The  Lower  Houfe  having  heard 
and  decided  in  fotne  cafes  of  controverted  eledlions, 
proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the   eftimates 
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BOO  kfor  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  granted  the 
I-      fupplies  without  hefitation.     In  the  Home  of  Lords 

^^"^"^^p^  while  the  Queen  was  prefent,  Lord  Haverftiam,  at 
the  end  of  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  refledled  upon 
the  condu6l  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  both  on 
the  Mofelle  and  in  Brabant,  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
defire  her  Majefty  would  invite  the  prefumptive  heir 
to  the  Crown  of  England  to  come  and  refide  in  the 
kingdom.     This  motion  was  earneftly  fupported  by 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,   the  Earls  of  Rochefter, 
Nottingham   and  Anglefea.     They  faid   there   was 
no  method  fo  effectual  to  fecure  the  fucceffion,  as 
that  of  the  fucceflbr's  being  upon  the  fpot,  ready  to 
aflume  and  maintain  his  or  her  right  againft  any  pre- 
tender;   and  they  obferved,   that  in  former  times, 
when  tlie  throne  of  England  was  vacant,  the  firft 
comer  had  always  fucceeded  in  his  pretenfions.    The 
propofal  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  the  Whigs,  who 
knew  it  was  difagreeable  to  the  Queen,  whom  they 
would  not  venture  to  difoblige.     They  argued,  that 
a  rivalry  between  the  two  courts  might  produce  dif- 
tra6lions,  and  be  attended  with  very  ill  confequences, 
and  obferved,  that  the  Princefs  Sophia  liad  exprefled 
a  full  fatisfa6\ion  in  the  afllirances  of  the  Queen,  who 
had  promifed  to  maintain  her  title.     The  queftion 
being  put,  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great 
majority.     The  defign  of  the  Tories  in  making  this 
motion  was,  to  bring  the  other  party  into  difgrace 
either  with  the  Queen  or  with  the  people.     Their 
joining  in  the  meafure  would  have  given  umbrage 
to  their  Sovereign;   and,  by  oppofing  it,  they  ran 
the  rifque  of  incurring  the  publick  odium,  as  enemies 
to  the  Proteftant  fucceffion  :  but  the  pretence  of  the 
"  '^''ories  was  fo  thin,  the  nation  faw  through  it ;  and 
the  fole  efFedl  the  motion  produced,  was  the  Queen's 
rcfentment  againft  the  whole  party.     Burnet,  Bifhop 
of  Sarum,  propofed,  that  provifion  might  be  m^de 
for  maintaining  the  publick  quiet   in   the    interval 
between  the  Queen's  deceafe,  and  the  arrival  of  her 

fucceflbr : 
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fucceflbr :    the  motion  was  feconded  by  the  Lord-c  hap. 
Treafurcr  ;  and  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  better  fecu-    ^^^^• 
rity  of  her  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  and""*^^^^ 
of  the  fucceflion  to  the  Crown  of  England.     By  this 
aft  a  regeacy  was  appointed  of  the  fcven  perfons 
that  ihould  pofjefs  the  offices  of  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury,  Lord-Chancellor    or   Lord-Keeper,  Lord- 
Treafurer,    Lord-Prefident,    Lord  Privy-Seal,   Lord 
High-Admiral,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 

Sucen's  Bench.  Their  bufinefs  was  to  proclaim 
e  next  fucceflbr  through  the  kingdom  of  England, 
and  join  with  a  certain  number  of  perfons  named  as 
Regents  by  the  fucceflbr,  in  three  Ufts  to  be  fealed 
up  and  depofited  with  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury, 
the  Lord-Keeper,  and  the  Miniftry  Refidentiary  of 
Hanover.  It  was  enabled,  That  thefe  joint  Regen- 
cies ihould  condudl  the  Adrainiftration  :  that  the  lafl 
Parliament,  even  though  diflblved,  fhould  reafl^em- 
ble,  and  continue  fitting  for  fix  months  after  the 
deccafe  of  her  Majefty.  The  bill  met  with  a  warm 
oppofition  from  the  Tories,  and  did  not  pafs  thb 
Upper  Houfe  without  a  proteft.  It  was  flill  further 
obftrufted  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  even  by  fomc 
of  the  Whig  party,  who  were  given  to  underftand 
that  the  Princefs,  Sophia  had  exprefled  an  inchnation 
to  refide  in  England.  Exceptions  were  likewife 
taken  to  that  claufe  in  the  bill,  enabling,  that  the 
laft  Parliament  Ihould  be  reaflembled.  They 
affirmed,  that  this  was  inconfiftent  with  part  of  the 
a<^  by  wliich  the  fucceffion  was  at  firft  fettled ;  for, 
among  other  limitations,  the  Parliament  had  pro- 
vided, that  when  the  Crown  Ihould  devolve  to  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover,  no  man,  who  had  either  place 
or  penfion,  fhouid  be  capable  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  After  tedious  difputes  and  zealous 
altercations,  they  agreed  that  a  certain  number  of 
offices  ftiould  be  fpecified  as  difqualifying  places. 
This  felf-denying  claufe,  and  fome  other  amend- 
ments, produced  conferences  between  the  two  Houfcs, 

and 
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BOO  Kand  at  length  the  bill  pafled  by  their  mutual  aflent, 
Lord  Haverfham  moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
''mifcarriages  of  the  laft  campaign,  hoping  to  find 
fome  foundation  for  cenfure  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  but  the  propofal  was  rejecSled 
as  invidious ;  and  the  two  Houles  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  the  Queen,  defiring  fhe  would  prefervc  a 
good  correfpondence  among  all  the  Confederates. 
They  likewife  concurred  in  repealing  the  a6l  by 
which  the  Scots  had  been  alienated,  and  all  the 
northern  counties  alarmed  with  tne  apprehenfion  of 
a  rupture  between  the  two  nations.  The  Lord  Shan- 
non and  Brigadier  Stanhope  arriving  with  an  account 
of  the  expedition  to  Catalonia,  the  Queen  commu- 
nicated the  good  news  in  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes, 
cxprefling  her  hope  that  they  would  enable  her  to 
profccute  the  advantages  which  her  arms  had  ac- 
quired. The  Commons  were  fo  well  pleafed  with 
the  tidings,  that  they  forthwith  granted  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  her  Majefty's  propor- 
tion in  the  expence  of  profecuting  the  fuccefles 
already  gained  by  King  Charles  IIL  for  the  recovery 
of  the  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
On  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the  Queen  gavd 
the  Royal  aflent  to  an  a<El  for  exhibiting  a  bill  to 
naturalize  the*  Princefs  Sophia,  and  the  illiie  of  htx 
body. 

^  XLIL  Thefe  meafures  being  taken,  the  fixth 
day  of  December  was  appointed  for  inquiring  into 
thofe  dangers  to  which  the  Tories  affirmed  the 
Church  was  expofed ;  and  the  Queen  attended  in 
perfon,  to  hear  the  debates  on  this  interefting  fub- 
jedl.  The  Earl  of  Rochefter  compared  the  expref- 
fions  in  the  Queen's  fpeech  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion  to  the  law  enabled  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11. 
denouncing  the  penalties  of  treafon  againft  thofe  w^ho 
fl.ould  call  the  King  a  Papifl :  for  which  reafon,  he 
laid,  he  always  thought  him  of  that  perfuafion.  He 
affirmed  that  the  Church's  danger  arofe  from  the  AA 
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of  fccurity  in  Scotland,  the  abfence  of  die  Succeflbr  chap. 
to  the  Crown,  and  the  pradlice  of  occalional  con-^^**V^ 
formity.  He  was  anfwered  by  Lord  Hallifax,  who,  ,;o5. 
byway  of  recrimination,  obferved  that  King  Charles  II. 
was  a  Ronun  Catholick,  at  leaft  his  brother  de- 
dared  him  a  Papift  after  his  death  :  tliat  his  brother 
and  fuccedbr  was  a  known  Roman  Catholick,  yet 
the  Church  thought  herfelf  fecure ;  and  thofe  patriots 
who  ftOod  up  in  its  defence  were  difcountenanced 
and  puniflied  j  nay,  when  the  Succeflbr  afcended  the 
throne,  and  the  Church  was  appisu-ently  in  the  moft 
imminent  danger,  by  the  High  Commifllon  Comt 
and  otherwife,  the  nation  was  then  indeed  generally 
alarmed ;  and  every  body  knew  who  fat  in  that  court, 
and  entered  deeply  into  the  meafures  which  were 
then  purfued.  Compton,  Bifhop  of  London,  de- 
clared that  the  Chiurch  was  in  danger,  from  profene- 
ncfs,  irreligion,  and  the  licentioulhefs  of  the  prefs. 
He  complained,  that  fermons  were  preached  wherein 
rebellion  was  countenanced,  and  refinance  to  the 
higher  powers  encouraged.  He  alluded  to  a  fermon 
preached  before  the  Lord-Mayor,  by  Mr.  Hoadly, 
now  Bifhop  of  Winchefter.  Burnet  of  Sarum,  faid 
the  Bifhop  of  London,  was  the  laft  man  who  ought 
to  complain  of  that  fermon ;  for  if  the  do6trine  it 
contained  was  not  good,  he  did  not  know  what  de- 
fence his  Lordfhip  could  make  for  his  appearing  in 
arms  at  Nottingham.  He  affirmed  the  Church  would 
be  always  fubjedl  to  profanencfs  and  irreligion,  but 
that  they  were  not  now  fo  flagrant  as  they  ufually 
had  been  :  he  faid  the  fociety  let  up  for*reformation 
in  London,  and  other  cities,  had  contributed  con- 
fiderably  to  the  fuppreflion  of  vice  :  he  was  fure  the 
corporation  for  propagating  tlie  Gofpel  had  done  a 
great  deal  towards  inflrudting  men  in  religion,  by 
giving  great  numbers  of  books  in  practical  divinity ; 
by  erefting  hbraries  in  country  parilhes ;  by  fending 
many  able  di^'incs  to  the  foreign  plantations,  and 
founding  fchools  to  breed  up  children  in  the  Chrif- 
3  tian   - 
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BOO  Ktian  knowledge  ;  though  to  this  expence  very  little 
^-       had  been  contributed  by  thofe  who  appeared  fo  won- 

^""7^;^^  derfully  zealous  for  the  Church.  The  Archbifhop  of 
York  exprefled  his  apprehenfion  of  danger  from  the 
increafe  of  Diflenters  ;  '  particularly  from  the  many 
academies  they  had  inftituted  :  he  moved,  that  the 
Judges  might  be  confulted  with  refpeft  to  the  laws 
that  were  in  force  againft  fuch  feminaries,  and  by 
what  means  they  might  be  fupprefled.  Lord  Whar- 
ton moved,  that  the  Judges  might  alfo  be  confulted 
about  means  of  fuppreffing  fchools  and  feminaries 
held  by  Nonjurors ;  in  one  of  which  the  fons  of  a 
noble  Lord  in  that  Houfe  )iad  been  educated.  To 
this  farcafm  the  Archbifhop  replied,  that  his  fons 
were  indeed  taught  by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  fober,  virtuous 
man  ;  but  that  when  he  refufed  the  oath  of  abjura- 
tion, they  were  immediately  withdrawn  from  his 
inftruclions.  Lord  Wharton  proceeded  to  declare, 
that  he  had  carefully  perufed  a  pamphlet  entitled 
*^  The  Memorial,"  which  was  faid  to  contain  a  de- 
monftrarion  that  the  Church  was  in  danger  :  but  all 
he  could  learn  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
the  Earls  of  Rochefter  and  Nottingham,  were  out 
of  place  :  that  he  remembered  fome  of  thefe  noble- 
men fat  in  the  High  CommifEon  Court,  and  then 
made  no  complaint  of  the  Church's  being  in  danger. 
Patrick,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  complained  of  the  heat  and 
paffion  manifefted  by  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Univerfiries,  and  of  the  undutifiil  behaviour  of  the 
Clergy  towards  their  Bifhops.  He  was  feconded  by 
Hough  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  who  added,  that 
the  inferior  Clergy  calumniated  their  Bifhops,  as  if 
they  were  in  a  plot  to  deftroy  the  Church,  and  had 
compounded  to  be  the  laft  of  their  order.  Hooper 
of  Bath  and  Wells  expatiated  on  the  invidious  dif- 
tin6lion  implied  in  the  terms  "High  Church,"  and 
«  Low  Church."  The'  Duke  of  Leeds  aflertcd, 
that  the  Church  could  not  be  fafe,  without  an  tiA 
againft  occafional  conformity.  Lord  Somers  reca- 
pitulated 
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pitulated  all  the  arguments  which  had  been  iifed  one  h  a  p. 
both  fides  of  the  queftion  :  he  declared  his  own  opi-^Z^"[l. 
nion  was,  that  the  nation  was  happy  under  a  wife    j^^ 
and  juft  adminiftration :  that  for  men  to  raife  ground- 
lefsjealoufies  at  that  jundhire,  could  mean  no  lefs 
than  an  intention  to  embroil  the  people  at  home, 
and  defeat  the  glorious  defigns  of  the  Allies  abroad. 
The  debate  being  finiftied,  the  queflion  was  put. 
Whether  the  Church  of  England  was  in  danger,  and 
carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great  majority:  then 
the  Houfe  refolved.  That  the  Church  of  England  as 
by  law  eftablifhed,  which  was  refcued  from  the  ex- 
tremeft  danger  by   King  William  III.  of  glorious 
memory,  is  now,  by  God's  bleffings  under  the  hap- 
py reign  of  her  Majefty,  in  a  moft  fafe  and  flourifti-^ 
ing  condition  ;  and  that  whoever  goes  about  to  fug- 
gcft  or  infinuate  that  the  Church  is  in  danger,  under 
her  Majefty's  adminiftration,  is   an  enemy  to  the 
Queen,  the  Church,  and  the  Kingdom.     Next  day  ' 
the  Conunons  concurred  in  this  determination,  and 
joined  the  Lords  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  com- 
municating this  refolution,  befeeching  her  to  take 
cfitftual  meafures  for  making  it  publick ;  and  alfo 
for  punifhing  the  authors  and  fpreaders  of  the  fedi- 
tious  and  fcandalous  reports  of  the  Church's  being 
in  danger.     She  accordingly  ifliied  a  proclamation, 
containing  the  refolution  of  the  two  Houfes,  and 
offering  a  reward  for  difcovering  the  author  of  the 
Memorial  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  for  ap- 
prehending   David    Edwards,    a   profefled    Papift, 
charged  upon  oath  to  be  the  printer  and  pubUfhcr  of 
that  libel. 

§  XLIII.  After  a  fliort  adjournment,  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Lower  Houfe  prefented  the  thanks  of 
the  Commons  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  for  his 
great  fervices  performed  to  her  Majefty  and  the  Na- 
tion in  the  laft  campaign,  and  for  his  prudent  nego- 
ciations  with  her  allies.  This  nobleman  was  in  fuch 
credit  with  the  people,  that  when  he  propofed  a  loan 

of 
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B  o  o  K  on  both  fides,  they  met  on  the  fixteenth  day  of,  April, 
^'      in  the  council-chamber  of  the  Cockpit  near  White- 

^^^^^^^hall,  which  was  the  place  appointed  for  the  confer- 
ences. Their  commiffions  being  opened  and  read 
by  the  refpedive  fecretaries,  and  introdu6lory  fpeeches 
being  pronounced  by  the  Lord  Keeper  of  England, 
and  3ie  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  they  agreed 
to  certain  preliminary  articles,  importing,  Tlut  all 
the  propolals  ihould  be  made  in  writing ;  and  every 
point,  when  agreed,  reduced  to  writing :  That  no 
points  (hould  be  obligatory,  till  all  matters  fliould  be 
adjufted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  be  proper  to  be 
laid  before  the  Queen  and  the  two  Parliaments  for 
their  approbation  :  That  a  committee  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed from  each  commiffion,  to  revife  the  minutes 
of  what  might  pafs,  before  they  (hould  be  inferted 
in  the  books  by  the  refpedlive  fecretaries ;  and  that 
all  the  proceedings  during  the  treaty  fhould  be  kept 
fecret.  The  Scots  were  inclined  to  a  foederal  union, 
like  that  of  the  United  Provinces  ;  bul  the  Englifh 
were  bent  upon  an  incorporation,  fo  that  no  Scottifh 
Parliament  fhould  ever  have  power  to  repeal  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty.  The  Lord  Keeper  propofed 
that  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland 
Ihould  be  for  ever  united  into  one  realm,  by  the 
name  of  Great  Britain  :  That  it  fhould  be  repre- 
fented  by  one  and  the  fame  Parliament ;  and.  That 
the  fucceflion  of  this  monarchy,  failing  of  heirs  of  her 
Majefty's  body,  fhould  be  according  to  the  limita- 
tions mentioned  in  the  adl  of  Parliament  palled  in 

Daviii  Earl  of  Glafgow,  Lord  Archibald  Campbell,  Thomis  Vif- 
count  Duplin,  Lord  William  Rolii,  Sir  Hugh  Dalrympic,  Prefidcnt 
of  the  beiiion  ;  Adam  Coclcburn,  of  Ormiftoun,  Lord  Juftice-clerk; 
Sir  Ro^^rt  Dimdas,  of  Arniftoun,  Robert  Stuart  of  Tillicultriey 
Lords  of  iheStffionj  Mr.  Francis  Montgomery,  one  of  the  Commif- 
fioitcit  of  the  Frea/'ury  ;  Sir  David  Daliymple,  one  of  her  Majefty*! 
Solicitois;  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie,  R«'ceiver  G»;neral ;  Sir  Patrick 
Johnftop,  Provoft  of  Edinburgh;  Sir  James  Smoller,  of  Bonhill  ; 
George  Lockharr,  of  Corowath  j  William  Morrifon,  of  Petgon* 
grange;  Alexander  Grant;  William  Seion,  of  Pitmidden ;  John 
Clcilc,  of  Pennycook  j  Hugh  Moiitgomery,  Daniel  Stuart,  andDaniel 
Caaipbel]. 
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the  reign  of  King  William,  intituled,  An  Adl  for  thee  hap. 
further  hmitation  of  the  Crown,  and  the  better  fe-    ^'^^• 
curing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedi:.     Thc^'^'^^;^^ 
Scottiih  Conuniffioners,  in  order  to  comply  in  fome 
meafure  with  the  popular  clamour  of  their  nation, 
prefented  a  propofal,  implying,  that  the  fucceffion  to 
the  Crown  of  Scotland  fliould  be  eftabliflied  upon 
the  fame  perfons  mentioned  in  the  a(9;  of  King  Wil- 
liam's reign  :  That  the  fubjefts  of  Scotland  fhould 
for  ever  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
natives  in  England,  and  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging  ;  and,  That  the  fubjedls  of  England  Ihould 
enjoy  the  like  rights  and  privileges  in  Scotland  :  That 
there  fhould  be  a  free  communication  and  intercourfe    . 
of  trade  and  navigation  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
and  plantations  thereunto  belonging;  and  that  all 
laws  and  ftatutes  in  either  kingdom,  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  this  union,  fhould  be  repealed.     The  Eng- 
lifh  Commiffioners  declined  entering  into  any  conli- 
derations  upon  thefe  propofals,  declaring  themfelves 
fully  convinced  that  nothing  but  an  entire  tinion 
could  fettle  a  perfect  and  lalling  friendfliip  between 
the  two  kingdoms.     The  Scots  acquiefced  in  this 
reply,  and  both  fides  proceeded  in  the  treaty,  with- 
out any  other  intervenmg  difpute.     They  were  twice 
vifited  by  the  Queen,  who  exhorted  them  to  accele- 
rate the  articles  of  a  treaty  that  would  prove  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  both  kingdoms.     At  length  they  were 
finifhed,  arranged,    and    mutually    figned,   on   the 
twenty-fecond  of  July,  and  next  day  prefented  to 
her  Majefty,  at  the  palace  of  St.  James's,  by  the 
Lord  Keeper,  in  the  name  of  the  Englifh  Commif- 
fioners :  at'  the  fame  time  a  fealed  copy  of  the  in- 
ftniment  was  likewife  delivered  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Scodand  ;  and  each  made  a  fliort  oration 
on  the  fubjedl,  to  which  the  Queen  returned  a  very 
gracious  reply.     That  fame  day  Ihe  didlated  an  order 
of  Council,  that  whoever  fhould  be  concerned  in  any 
difcourfe  or  libel,  or  in  laying  wagers  relating  to  the 

union, 
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BOO  Kunion,  ihould  be  profeciited  with  the  utmdl  rigour 

^^^'      of  the  law. 

ijoe!^     §  XLV.  In  this  famous  treaty  it  was  ftipulated, 
That  the  fucceflion  to  the  united  kingdom  (rf  Great 
Britain  fhould  be  veiled  in  the  Princefs  Sophia,  and 
her  heirs,  according  to  the  a6ls  already  pafled  in  the 
Parliament  of  England  :  That  the  united  kingdom 
fhould  be  reprefented  by  one  and  the  fame  Parlia- 
ment :  That  all  the  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain  fhould 
enjoy  a  communication  of  privileges  and   advan- 
tages :  That  they  fhould  have  the  fame  allowances, 
encouragements,, and  drawbacks;  and  be  under  the 
fame  prohibitions,  reftridlions,  and  regulations,  with 
rcfpecl  to  commerce  and  cuftoms  :  That  Scotland 
fhould  not  be  charged  with  the  temporary  duties  on 
fome  certain  comniodities :  That  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  thoufand  and  eighty-five 
pounds,  ten  fhillings,  fhould  be  granted  to  the  Scots, 
fts  an  equivalent  for  fuch  parts  of  the  cuftoms  and 
excife  charged  upon  that  kingdom,  in  confequence 
of  the  union,  as  would  be  applicable   to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  of  England,   according  to  the 
proportion  which  the  cuftoms  and  excife  of  Scodand 
bore  to  thofe  of  England  :  That,  as  the  revenues  of 
Scotland  might  increaf^s,  a  further  equivalent  fhould 
be  allowed  for  fuch  proportion  of  the  faid  increafe, 
as  fhould  be  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  debts 
of  England  :  That  the  fum  to  be  paid  at  prefent,  as 
well  as  the  monies  arifing  from  the  future  equiva- 
lents, fhould  be  employed  in  reducing  the  coin  of 
Scotland  to  the  ftandard  and  value  of  the  Englifh 
coin ;  in  frying  off  the  capital  ftock  and  intereft  due 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  African  company,  which 
-fhould  be  immediately  diffblved  ;  in  difcharging  all 
the  publick  debts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  ;  b 
promoting  and  encouraging  manufadlures  and  fifhe- 
ries,  under  the  direction  of  commiffioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  her  Majefty,  and   accountable    to  the 
•   rartiament  of  Great  Britain :   That  the  laws  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  piidblick  right,  policy,  and  civil  govern- chap. 
mcnt,  ihonki  be  the  fame  throughout  the  whole  ^^^^• 
imited  kingdom ;  but  that  no  alteration  fhould  be  j^^,^. 
made  in  laws  which  concerned  private  right,  except 
for  cridcnt  utility  of  the  fubjeib  within  Scotland : 
That  the  Court  of  Seflion  and  all  otlier  Courts  of 
judicature  in  Scotland,  Ihould  remain  as  then  con- 
flitoitcd  by  the  laws  of  that  kingdom,  with  the  fame 
authority^  and  privileges  as  before  the  union  ;  fub- 
jecft,  neverthelefs,  to  fuch  regulations  as  fhould  be 
made  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  :  That  aU 
heritable  offices,  fuperiorities,  heritable  jurifdidliojis, 
offices  for  life,  and  jurifdiclions  for  life,  (hould  be 
refcrvcd  to  the  owners,  as  rights  and  property,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  then  enjoyed  by  the  laws  of  Scot- 
land :  That  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Royal 
Boroughs  in  Scotland  (hould  remain  entire  after 
the  union :  That  Scotland  fhould  be  reprefented  in 
the  Pariiament  of  Great  Britain  by  fixteen  Peers  and 
forty-five  Commoners,  to  be  eledled  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  fhould  be  fettled  by  the  prefent  Parliament 
of  Scotland  :  That  all  Peers  of  Scotland,  and  the 
fucceflbrs  to  their  honours  and  dignities,  fhould, 
from  and  after  the  union,  be  Peers  of  Great  Britain, 
and  fhould  have  rank  and  precedency  next  and  im- 
mediately after  the  Englifli  Peers  of  the  like  orders 
and  degrees  at  the  time  of  the  union  ;  and  before 
all  Peers  of  Great  Britain  of  the  like  orders  and  de- 
grees, who  might  be  created  after  the  union  :  That 
they  fhould  be  tried  as  Peers  of  Great  Britain,  and 
enjoy  all  privileges  of  Peers,  as  fully  as  enjoyed 
by  the  Peers  of  England,  except  the  right  and  pri- 
vilege of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the 
privileges  depending  thereon,  and  particularly  the 
right  of  fitting  upon  the  trials  of  Peers  :  That  the 
crown,  fceptre,  and  fword  of  ftate,  the  records  of 
Parliament,  and  air  other  records,  rolls,  and  regif- 
ters  whatfoever,  fhould  flill  remain   as  they  were, 

within 
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B  o  o  K  within  that  part  of  the  united  kingdoqi  called  Scot- 

I.      land  :  That  all  laws  and  ftatutes  in  either  kingdom, 

^"^^^^^^{o  far  as  they  might  be  confiftent  with  the  terms 

of  thefe  articles,  fhould  ceafe  and  be  declared  void 

by  the   refpedtive  Parliaments   of  the   two    king- 

"  doms. — Such  is  the  fubftance  of  that  treaty  of  union 

which  was  fo  eagerly  courted  by  the  Englifli  miniftrjr, 

and  proved  fo  unpalatable  to  the  generality  of  the 

Scottilh  nation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX. 


^  I.  Battle  (f  RamiUie^y  in  which  thi  Frensh  are  de- 

fwted.     ^  IL  Thejiege  of  Barcelma  raf/ed  hy  the 

&^Ufik  fleet.     \  IIL  Prince  Eugene  obtaine  e^cem^ 

flete  viihry  ever  the  French  at  Turin.     ^  IV.  Sir 

Cloudejlef  Shovel  fails  with  a  reinforcement  to  Charlet 

King  of  Spam.     §  V.  The  Kin^  of  Sweden  marches 

into  Saxanj.     ^  Vl.  The  French  King  demands  cm^^ 

ferencesforafeaee.     §  Yl\.  Meeting  of  the  Scoftifh 

Parliameni.     %  VIIL  Violent  opfofltton  to  the  Vmon^ 

%  IX-  7  he  Scots  in  general  averje  to  the  treaty.  ^  X* 

ffhich  is  nevertheless  confirmed  in  their  Parliament* 

^  XI.  Proceedings  m  the  Engliji  Parliament.  \  XII* 

The  Commons  approve  of  the  articles  of  the  XJnhn. 

^  XIII.  The  Lords  pafs  a  hill  for  the  fecurity  of  the 

Church  ef  England.     Arguments  ufed  agamfi  the 

articles  of  the  Unkn.     ^  XIV.   Which,  however, 

are  cof^tmied  hy  a3  of . Parliament.     ^  XV.  Tha 

Parliament  revived  by  proclamation.     J  XVI.  The 

Queen  gives^  audience  to  a  Mufeovitt  Amhaffadar. 

§  XVII.  Proceedings  in  convocation.      4  XVIIL 

France  threatened  with  total  ruin,     ^  XIX.  The 

Allies  are  defeated  ai^  Ahnanxa.  ^XX.  Un/tAccefsfui 

attempt  upon  Toulon.    ^  XXI.  Sir  Chudefley^  Shovei 

wrecked  on  the  rocks  of  Scilly.     fVeaknefs  of  the 

Emperor  on  the  Upper  Rhine.     &  XXII.  Interview 

between  the  King  of  Siveden  and  the  Duke  of  Marh 

borough.     %,  XXI^*  Ina&ive  campaign  in  the  Ne^ 

tkerlands.    ^  XXIV.  Hurley    begins  to  form   a 

party  againfl  the  Duke  of  Marlborowh.     ^  XXV* 

The  na^ibn   difcontenfed  with    the  Whig  nwnftry^ 

%  XXVL  Meeting  (/  the  firft  Britijh  Parliament. 

4  XXVII.  Inmiry  into  the/iate  of  the  war  in  Spain. 

^  XXVIII.  Greggy'  a  clerk  in  the  fecretarys  office^ 

deteSed  in  a  correffondence  with  the  French  minifiry. 

^  XXIX.  Harleyreftgns  his  employments.    ^  XXX* 

yofc.  U.  G  The 
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The  Pretender  embarks  at  Dimkirk  for  ScotlanJs 
§  XXXI.  His  deftgn  is  defeated.  §  XXXIL 
State  of  the  nation  at  that  period.  V  XXXIII, 
Parliament  dijfolved.  %  XXXIV.  The  French 
fnrprife  Gfient  and  Bruges.  §  XXXV.  They  are 
routed  at  Oudenarde.     %  XXXVI.  The  Allies  in- 

'  xeJtLlJle.^  ^  XKXVII.  They  defeat  a  large  hody 
of  French  forces  at  Wynendale.  The  EleBor  of  Ba^ 
varia  attacks  Bniffels.  §  XXXVIII.  Li/le  fur- 
rendered.  Ghent  taken,  and  Bruges  abandoned. 
^  XXXIX.  Conqueft  of  Minorca  by  General  Stan-- 
hope.     ^  XL.  Rupture  between  the  Pope  and  the 

.  Emperor.  §  XLI.  Death  of  Prince  George  of 
Denmark.     §  XLII.  The  new  Parliament  ajfembled. 

*   §  XLIII.  Naturalization  bill      §  XLIV.  Aa  of 

frace.     %  XLV.  Difputes  about  the  Mufcofvite  Am- 
ajfador  compromifed. 

B  o  o  K  ^i.  TX^HILE  this   treaty  was  on  the  carpet  at 
,^^Jv^  home,  the  allied  arms  profpered  furpri- 

1706.  fingly  in  the  Netherlands,  in  Spain,  and  in  Piedmont, 
The  French  King  had  refolved  to  make  very  con- 
fiderable  efforts  in  thefe  countries ;  and,  indeed,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign  his  armies  were  very 
formidable.  He  hoped  that,  by  the  redu6lion  of 
Turin  and  Barcelona,  the  war  would  be  extinguifhed 
in  Italy  and  Catalonia.  He  knew  that  he  could  out- 
number any  body  of  forces  that  Prince  Louis  of 
Baden  fhould  aflemble  on  the  Rhine;  and  he  re- 
folved to  reinforce  his  army  in  Flanders,  fo  as  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  a6l  ofFerilSvcly  j^ainft  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough.  This  nobleman  repaired  to  Hol- 
land in  the  lati^r  end  of  April ;  and  conferred  with 
the  States-General.  Then  he  aflembled  the  army 
between  Borfchloen  and  Groes-Waren,  and  found 
it  amounted  to  feventy-four  battalions  of  foot,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  fquadrons  pf  horfe 
and  dragoons,  well  furnifhed  with  artillery  and 
pontoons.    The  Court  of  FrajKc  having  received 

intelligence 


A    N    N    £.      '  83 

intelligence  that  the  Daniih  and  Pruffian  troops  hade  H  A  K 
not  yet  joined  the  Confederates,  ordered  the  Ele6tor     ^^ 
of  Bavaria  and  the  Marefchal  de  Villeroy  to  attack ^"^^^ 
them   before  the  junflion  could    be  effedled.     In 
purfuance  of  this  order  they  pafled  the  Deule  on 
tiie  nineteenth  day  of  May,  and  potted  themfelves 
at  Tirlemont,   being  fuperior   in    number    to   the 
allied  army.     There  they  were  joined  by  the  horfe 
of  the  army,  commanded  by  Marefchal  Marfin,  and 
encamped  between    Tirlemont  and  Judoigne.     On 
Whitfunday,  early  in    the  morning,    the  Duke  of 
Marlborough    advanced   with    his    army    in  eight 
columns  towards  the  village  of  RamiUies,  being  by 
this  time  joined  by  the  Danes  ;  and  he  learned  that; 
the  enemy  were  in  march  to  give  him  batde.     Next 
day  the  French  Generals  perceiving  the  Confederates 
fo  near  them,  took  pofleflion  of  a  ftrong  camp,  th^. 
right  extending  to  tne  tomb  of  Hautemont,  on  the 
fide  of  the  Mehaigne  ;  their  left  to  Anderkirk ;  and 
the  village  of  RamiUies    being   near  their  centre* 
The   confederate  army  was  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle,  with  the  right  wing  near  Foltz  on  the  brook 
of  Yaufe,  and  the  left  by  the  village  of  Ftanquenies, 
which  the  enemy  Jiad  occupied.     The  Duke  ordered 
Lieutenant-General  Schultz,  with  twelve  battalions 
and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  to  begin  the   a6lion, 
by  attacking  RamiUies,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified 
with    artiUery.     At  the  fame  time  Velt-Marefchal 
D'Auverquerqne  on  the  left,  commanded  Colonel 
Wertmuller,  with  four  battalions  and  two  pieces  of 
cannon,   to  diflodge   the  enemy's  infantry    pofted 
among  the  hedges  of  Franquenies.     Both  thefe  or- 
ders were  fuccefsfuUy  executed.     The  Dutch  and 
Danifti  horfe  of  the  left  wing  charged  with  great 
vigour  and  intrepidity,  but  were  fo  roughly  handled 
by  the  troops  of  the  French  King's  houfehold,  that  ^.y    y 
they  began  to  give  way,  wh^n  the  Duke  of  Marl-^^  ^^^^ 
borough  fuftaihed  them  with  the  b63y  of  referve,  (Si^:s.imjL^ 
and  twenty  IJijuadrgns  drawn  from  the  rights  where  a     ^.^--l^ 

G2  morafi    ^^~^_ 


64  '     HISTOllY   OF   ENGLAND. 

H  0  o  KRM>fa&  prevented  them  from  adUng.  In  the  mean 
'•      time,   he  in    perfon    rallied    fome    of  the  broken 

^'^^^^i^ua&ons,  in  or^er  to  renew  the  charge,  when  his 
ewn  horfe  failing,  he  was  furrounded  by  the  enemy^ 
and  muft  have  been  either  killed  or  taken  prifoner, 
had  not  a  body  of  infantry  come  feafonably  to  his 
jclief.  When  he  remounted  his  horfe,  the  head  of 
Col.  Brienfield,  his  gentleman  of  the  horfe,  was  car- 
»ed  off  by  a  cannon-ball  while  he  held  the  Duke*a 
ftiiTup.  Before  the  reinforcement  arrived,  the  beft 
|>art  of  the  French  moufquetalres  were  cut  in  pieces. 
Jl^l  the  troops  pofted  in  Ramillies  were  either  killed 
^  taken.  The  reft  of  the  enemy's  infantry  begaa 
to  retreat  in  tolerable  order,  under  cover  of  the 
cava|ry  on  their  left  wing,  which  formed  themfelves 
in  three  lines  between  Ofluz  and  Anderkirk :  but 
the  Engliih  hcwfe  liaving  found  means  to  pafs  the 
rivulet  which  divided  them  from  the  enemy,  fell 
upon  them  with  fuch  impetuolity,  that  they  aban- 
doned their  foot,  and  were  terribly  llaughtered  in 
^  village  of  Anderkirk.  They  now  gave  way  on 
a^l  fides.  The  horfe  fled  three  different  ways  ;  but; 
were  Qy  clofely  purfued,  that  very  few  efcaped.  The 
£le<5lor  of  Bavaria,  and  the  Marefchal  de  Villeroy 
&ved  themfelves  with  the  utmofl  difficulty.  Several" 
waggons  of  the  enemy's  van-guard  breaking  down. 
in  a  narrow  pafs,  obftru<Sled  the  way  in  fuch  a^ 
manner,  that  the  baggage  and  artillery  could  not 
proceed;  nor  could  their  troops  defile  in  order. 
Thie  vidlorious  horfe  being  informed  of  this  accident 
pre0e4  on  them  fo  vigoroufly>  that  great  number* 
threw  down  their  arms  and  fubmitted.  The  purfuit 
was  followed  through  Judoigne  till  two  o'clock  ii> 
the  morning,  five  leagues  from  the  tield  of  battle, 
x^id  within  two  of  Louvaine.  In  a  word,  the  Con- 
ficderates  obtained  a  .  complete  victory.  They  took 
the  enemy*s  baggage  and  artillery,  about  one  hun-^ 
dred  and  twenty  colours^  or  ftandards^  fix  hundred 
officers,  fix   thoufand  private  foldiersi  and  about 
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dght  thoufand  were  killed   or  wounded.*    iVihcecIIAK 
Maximilian  and  Prince  Monbafon  loft  their  lives  :^[^r^ 
the   Major-General   Palavicini  and  Mizieres    wcte^'^^J^IJ/ 
taken,   together    with  the  Marquilles   de  Bar,  de 
Nonant,  and  de  la  Beaumc,  this  laft  the  fon  of  tht 
Marefchal  de  Tallard,  Monlieur  de  Montmorency^ 
nej^ew  to  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg,   and  manjr 
other  perfons  of  diftinAion.    The  lofs  df  the  Allies 
did  not  exceed  three  thouCand  men,  including  Prince 
Louis  of  Hefle,  and  Mr.  Bentinxrk,  who  were  flain 
in  the  engagement.    The  French  Genemls  Retired 
with    precipitation    to    Burfftls,   while   the    Allies 
took  poiieilion  of  Louvaine,  and  next  day  encamped 
at  Bethlem*    The  battle  of  Ramillies  was  attended 
with  the  immediate  conqueft  of  ail  Brabant.    Th* 
cities   of  Lotivaine,    MechUn,    BraflelS)  Antw^, 
Ghent,  and  Bruges,   fubmitted  without  reiiilance^ 
&nd  acknowledged  King  Charles.     Oftend,  though 
fecured  by  a  (bong  garrifon,  was  furrcndertd  after 
a  fiegfe   of  ten  days.    Menin,  efteemed  the  moft 
finiflied    fortification    in    the    Netiierlands^    ansi 
guanied  by  fix  thoufand  men,  met  widi  the£toe 
fete.    The  garrifon  of   Denxiermonde   fuirendered 
themfelres  prifoners  of  war ;  and  Aeth  fubmitted  on 
the   fame    conditions;    TUt    French   troops   were 
di^irited.     The  city   of  Paris  was  overwhelmed 
witn  confternation.    ^Louis    affedted   to   bear   his 
nttsfbrtimes  with  calmnefs  and  compofure ;  but  the 
conftraint  hid  Aich  an  tfftA  upon  his  conftitution> 
that  his  phyiicians  thought  it  neceitary  to  prefcribe 
frequent   bleeding,  which   he  accordmgly   luider- 
went^    At  his  court  no  mention  was  made  of  miU* 
taiy  mui&i^ns:  all  was  foknui,  filent,  and  re<* 
ferved. 

' .  f  The  Frandi  iriipate  the  loh  of  this  Imrclc  to  the  fiitfiroadna  dP 
Villeroy,  who,  it  muft  be  owned,  made  a  moft  wretched  dirfwHtion* 
Whtn  he  rerarntd  to  Vcrfailleiy  where  he  txpt&td  to  meet  with  no- 
tMlipf  but  fe|»roache«,  Lotiit  received  lulfi  wifhont  the  leflft  mark  of 
iifpieafiunfv  favhi£t  '*  Mr,  Mvefth»lf  fou  an4  I  are  too  old  to  bt 
f^tuMte.'* 
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BOOK  ^  IL  Had  the  iflue  of  the  campaign  in  Catalonia 
^^^*^^^been  fuch  as  the  beginning  feemed  to  prognofticate, 
9706.  the  French  King  might  have  in  fome  meafure  con- 
foled  hirafelf  for  his  difgraces  in  the  Netherlands; 
On  the  fixth  day  of  April  King  Philip,  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  army^  undertook  the  fiege  of  Bar- 
celona, while  the  Count  de  Thouloufe  blocked  it 
^lp  with  a  powerful  fquadron.  The  inhabitants, 
animated  by  the  prcfence  of  King  Charles,  made 
a  vigorous  defence  ;  and  the  garrifon  was  reinforced 
with  fome  troops  from  Gironne  and  other  places. 
But,  after  the  fort  of  Montjuic  was  taken,  the  place 
.was  fo  hard  prefled,  that  Charles  ran  the  utmofl: 
rifk  of  felling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  for 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  had  marched  from 
Valencia  with  two  thoufand  men,  found  it  imprac* 
ticable  to  enter  the  city.  Neverthclefs,  he  main* 
tained  his  poft  upon  the  hills ;  and,  with  furpriiing 
courage  and  a6tivitv,  kept  the  befiegers  in  continual 
alarm.  At  lengtn,  Sir  John  Leake  failed  from 
Lifbon  with  thirty  fhips  of  the  line;  and  on  the 
eighth  day  of  May  arrived  in  light  of  Barcelona. 
Tne  French  Admiral  no  fooner  received  intelligence 
of  his  approach,  than  he  fet  fail  for  Toulon.  In 
three  days  after  his  departure.  King  Philip  aban- 
doned the  fiege,  and  retired  in  great  diforder, 
leaving  behind  his  tents,  with  the  lick  and  wounded. 
On  the  fide  of  Portugal  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was 
left  with  fuch  an  inconfiderable  force  as  proved 
iufufficient  to  defend  the  frontiers.  The  Earl  of 
Galway,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men^ 
undertook  the  fiege  of  Alcantara;  and  in  three 
days  the  garrifon,  confilling  of  four  thoufand  men, 
were  made  prifoners  of  war.  Then  he  marched  to 
Placentia,  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge  of 
Almaris ;  but  the  Portuguefe  would  penetrate  no 
farther  until  they  Ihould  know  the  fate  of  Barcelona. 
When  they  underftood  the  fiege  was  raifed,  they 
tonfented  to  proceed  to  Madrid,    Philip  gueffing 
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their  intentiim,  pofted  to  that  capital,  and  fent  faisc  H  A  P^ 
Queen  with  all  his  valuable  effedls  to  Burgos,  whithet^f*^ 
he  followed  her  in  perfon,  after  having  deftroyed^''^^!^!^/^ 
ev«y  thing  that  he  could  not  carry  away.  About 
the  latter  end  of  June  the  Earl  of  Galway  entered 
the  city  without  refiftance ;  but  the  Spaniards  were 
extremely  mortified  to  fee  an  army  of  Portuguefe, 
headed  by  an  heretick,  in  pofleffionx>f  their  capital; 
King  Charles  loitered  away  his  time  in  Barcelona, 
until  his  competitor  recovered  his  fpirits;  arid 
received  fuch  reinforcements  as  enabled  him  ta 
return  to  Madrid,  with  an  army  equal  to  that  com* 
manded  by  the  Earl  of  Gralway.  This  General 
made  a  motion  towards  Arragon,  in  order  to  faci-^ 
litate  his  conjun6lion  with  Charles,  who  had  fct  Ofor 
by  the  way  of  Saragofla,  where  he  was  acknowledged 
as  Sovereign  of  Arragon  and  Valencia.  In  the 
beginning  of  Auguft  this  Prince  arrived  at  the 
Portuguefe  camp,  with  a  fmall  reinforcement ;  and 
in  a  few  days  was  followed  by  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough, at  the  head  of  five  hundred  dragoons. 
*The  two  armies  were  now  pretty  .equal  in  pomt  of 
number;  but  as  each  expelled  further  reinforce- 
ments, neither  chofe  to  hazard  an  engagement. 
The  Earl  of  Peterborough,  who  afpired  to  the; 
chief  command,  and  hated  the  Prince  of  lichten- 
fiein,  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  King  Charles, 
retired  in  difgufi:;  and  embarking  on  board  an 
Enghih  (hip  of  war,  fet  fail  for  Genoa.  The  Englifli 
fleet  continued  all  the  fummer  inthe  Mediterranean; 
they  fecured  Carthagena,  which  had  declared  for 
Charles :  they  took  the  town  of  Alicant  by  aflaiilt, 
and  the  caftle  by  capitulation.  Then  faihng  out  of 
the  Straits,  one  fquadron  was  detached  to  thp  Weft- 
Indies,  another  to  he  at  Liibon,  and  the  reft  were 
fent  home  to  England. 

^  III.  Fortune  was  not  more  propitious  to  the 
French  in  Italy  than  in  Flanders.  The  Duke  de 
Vendome  having  bten  recalled  to  aflhme  the  cotn-'. 
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BO  o  Ktnind  in  Flanders  i^r  die  batde  of  Ranaltkl,  th« 
^'^^^Diikc  of  Orleans  was  placed  at  the  bead  6f  th^ 
ifp6^  Mimr  in  Piedmont^  under  the  tutorage  and  diredion 
of  die  Marefchal  de  Marfin.  They  were  ordered 
to  beliege  Turin>  which  was  accoitlingly  invefl^d 
m  the  month  of  May ;  and  the  operations  carried 
po  tijl  ^e  beginning  of  S^tiember.  Great  prcpa* 
radons  hod  been  made  for  this  (lege.  It  was  not 
Vfiddtaktn  ondl  die  Duke  of  Saroy  had  rejeded 
4II  the  ofiers  of  the  Ffench  Monarch,  which  were 
fttfEdsnt  to  have  (faaken  a  Prince  of  lefs  courage 
aad  fortihide.  The  Duke  de  la  Feuiliade  having 
ftn^ed  the  lines  of  circumvallauon  and  contraval- 
latioto,  fent  his  Quarter^mafter  General  with  a 
trampet,  to  offer  pailports  and  a  guard  for  the 
femovii  of  the  Duchefs  and  her  children.  The 
Duke  of  Savoy  replied,  diat  he  did  libt  intend  to 
nmore  his  £unily,  and  that  the  Marefchal  might 
hcgLii  to  execute  his  mailer's  orders  whenever  he 
ihould  think  fit,  but,  when  the  (iege  began  widi 
uncommon  fury,  and  the  French  fired  led-hot  balls 
into  the  place,  die  two  Ducheflcs,  vrith  the  young 
Prince  and  Princefles,  quitted  Turin,  and  retired 
to  Quicrafeo,  from  whence  they  were  condu<9:ed 
through  many  dangers  into  the  territories  of  Genoa, 
The  Duke  himfdt  forfook  his  capital,  in  order  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry  ;  and  was 
purfued  from  place  to  place  by  five-and-forty 
Iquadrons^  under  the  command  of  the  Count  D'Au- 
bitcrre.  Notwithftanding  the  very  noble  defence 
which  was  made  by  the  garrifon  of  Turin,  which 
defiioyed  fourteen  thoufand  of  the  enemy  during 
the  courfe  of  the  fiege,  the  defences  were  almoft 
rained,  thejr  ammunirion  began  to  fail,  and  they 
had  no  profped  of  relief  but  from  Prince  Eugene, 
who  had  numberkfs  difficulties  to  encounter  before 
he  could  march  to  their  afflftaniie.  The  Duke  de 
Vendome,  before  he  left  Italy,  had  fecured  all  the, 
fords  of  the  Adi^^  the  ^^&acilD,   and  the  Oglie, 
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Imd  foftbed  fuch  linfes  and  ^ntrendnne&ts  as  hecRAP« 
itn^i^med  would  efftihially  hinder  the  Impcrial^JJ- 
General  ftom  arriving  in  tkne  to  relieve  the  city  ,y^ 
of  Turin.  But  the  Prince  furmounted  all  oppofition ; 
pafled  four  great  rivers  in  defpite  of  the  enemy,L 
and  feached  the  neighbourhood  of  Ttain  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  Auguft.  There  being  joined  by 
tile  Duke  of  Savoy,  he  pafled  the  Po  between 
Montcalier  and  Cavignan.  On  the  fifth  day  of 
September  they  took  a  convoy  of  eight  hundred 
loaded  mules :  next  day  they  pafled  the  Dona,  and 
encamped  with  the  right  on  the  bank  of  that  river 
before  Pianefl[a,  and  the  left  on  the  Stura  before  the 
Ven«ia*  TTie  enemy  were  entrenched,  having  the 
Stura  on  their  right,  the  Dona  on  thar  left,  and 
the  convent  of  Capuchins,  called  Notre  Dame  de 
la  Campagne,  in  their  centre.  When  Prince  Eugene 
approached  Turin,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  propofed 
to  march  out  of  the  entrenchments,  and  give  him 
battle;  and  this  propofal  was  feconded  by  aU  the 
General  officers,  except  Mariin,  who,  finding  the 
Duke  determined,  produced  an  order  from  the* 
Ffencfa  King  commanding  the  Duke  to  follow  thd 
Marefchal's  advice.  The  Court  of  Verfailles  was 
now  become  afraid  of  hazardine  M  engagement 
agakift  thofe  who  had  fo  often  defeated  ihek  amaes  j 
and  tfcis  ofiicer  had  private  inilru<%6hs  to  kee]^ 
wi^iin  the  trenches.  On  the  feVenth  day  of  Se|)tem^ 
ber  the  Confederated  marched  up  td  <Ae  entrench^ 
ments  of  the  French,  in  eight  coluMb^,  thiro^h  a 
tcnible  fire  ftom  forty  pieced  of  artilkry,  and  weie 
formed  in  Order  of  battle  withiti  half-<^nim  fhot  dT 
the  eiHemy .  Then  they  advanced  td  th^  atttek  witi^ 
faiprifing  lefdution,  and  ttiet  with  ifuch  a  Waltti 
reception  as  feemed  to  ftop  their  pjtogrtfs.  FHlice 
Bugene  perceinng  thw  thick,  dt*w  his  fwdl-d,  ahA 
puttxi^  himftlf  at  the  htad  of  1^  battaliohs  Oil  tibtf ' 
left,  forced  tfie  ehtreAchtWewfs  ^it  the  fifrft  chai^.* 
Th^  Duke  t>f  ^Ssvof  tter  with  (be 4iu^  luteMi  ift^- 
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K  o  o  Kthe  centre,  and  on  the  right  near  Lucengo,     The 
'•      horfe  advanced  through  the  intervals  of  the   foot, 

^■"^^^^left   for  that   purpofc ;    and  breaking   in  with  vaft 
impetuofity,  completed  the  confofion  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  defeated  on  all  hands,   and  retired  with 
precipitation  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Po,  while  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  entered  his  capital  in  triumph.     The 
Duke  of  Orleans  exhibited  repeated  proofs  of  the 
moil  intrepid  courage  ;  and  received  feveral  wounds 
in  the  engagement.     Marefchal  de  Marfin  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  vi6tors,  his  thigh  being  (hattered  with 
a  ball,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  after  the  amputation. 
Of  the  French  army  sibout  five  thoufand  nien  were 
flain  on  the  field  of  battle  :  a  great  number  of  officers, 
and  upwards   of  feven  thoufand  men  were  taken, 
together  with  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pieces  of 
cannon,  one  hundred  and  eighty  mortars,  an  incre- 
dible quantity  of  ammunition,    all   the   tents   and 
baggage,  five  thoufand  beafts  of  burthen,  ten  thou- 
fand horfes  belonging  to  thirteen  regiments  of  dra- 
goons, and  the  mules  of  the  CommilHiry-gencral,  fo 
richly  Jaden,  that  this  part  of  the  booty  alone  was 
valued  at  three  millions  of  livres.     The  lofs  of  the 
Confederates  did  not  exceed  three   thoufand   men 
killed  or  difabled  in  the  a6tion,  befides  about  the 
lame  number  at  the  garrifon  of  Turin,  which  had 
£dlen  fincc  the  begiiming  of  the  fiege.     This  was 
fuch  a  fatal  ftroke  to  the  intereft    of  Louis,    that 
Madame  de  Maintenon  would  not  venture  to  make 
bim  fully  acquainted  witli  the  ilate   of  his  affairs. 
He  was  told  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  raifed 
the  fiege  of  Tiuin  at  the  approach  of  Prince  Eugene ; 
but  he  knew  not  that  his  own  army  was  defeated 
and  ruined.    The  fpirits  of  the  French  were  a  little 
comforted  in  confequence  of  an  advantage  gained 
about  this  time,  by  the  Ck>imt  de  Medavi-grancey, 
who  commanded  a  body  of  txoops  left  in  the  Man- 
tuaa  territories.    He  fuiprifed  the  Prince  of  Hefie 
ia  the.  nei^t^bourhood  of  ^)aftigUone,  and  obliged 
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liim  to  retire  to  the  Adige»   with  the  lofs  of  twoCHAp« 
thoufand  men :  but  this  vidory  was  attended  with^J^^* 
no    coufequence   in   their   favour.    The  Duke   of    1706. 
Orleans  retreated  into  Dauphinde,  while  the  French 
garrifons  were  driven  out  of  every  place  they  occupied 
in  Piedmont  and  Italy,   except  Cremona,  Valenza, 
and  the  cafile  of  Milan,  which  were  blocked  up  by 
the  Confederates. 

^  IV.  Over  and  above  thefe  difafters  which  the 
French  fuAained  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  they 
were  miferably  alarmed  by  the  project  of  an  invafion 
from  Britain,  formed  by  the  Marquis  de  Guifcard, 
who,  actuated  by  a  family  difguil,  had  abandoned 
his  country,  and  become  a  partisan  of  the  Confede- 
rates. He  was  declared  a  lieutenant-general  in  the 
EmperOT*s  army,  and  came  over  to  London,  after 
having  fetded  a  correfpondence  with  the  malcon- 
tents in  the  fouthem  parts  of  France.  He  infinuated 
himfelf  intto  the  friendfhip  of  Henry  St.  John,  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  other  perfons  of  diftin6lion. 
His  fcheme  of  invading  France  was  approved  by  the 
Britifli  miniftry,  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  regiment  of  dragoons  deftined  for  that 
fervice.  About  eleven  thoufand  men  were  embarked 
under  the  conduct  of  Earl  Rivers,  with  a  laige  train 
of  artillery;  and  the  combined  fquadrons,  com*-* 
manded  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  fet  foil  from 
Plymouth  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Auguft.  Next 
day  they  were  forced  into  Torbay  by  contrary  winds, 
and  there  they  held  a  council  of  war  to  concert 
dieir  operations,  when  they  difcovered  that  Guif- 
card*s  plan  was  altogether  chimerical,  or  at  leaft 
founded  upon  fuch  flight  afliirances  and  conjectures, 
as  could  not  juflify  their  proceeding  to  execution. 
An  exprefs  was  immediately  difpatched  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, with  the  refult  of  this  council ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  letters  arrived  at  Court  from  the  Earl  of 
Galway,  after  his  retreat  from  Madrid  to  Valencia, 
(pliciting  fuccours  with  the  moft  eameii  entreaties. 

The 


^  HISTORY    61F   tNGLAND. 

k  o  0  It  The  tepedition  to  France  was  immediately  poftponed, 
^*      and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was  ordered  to  make  the 

^•^I^^^beft  of  his  way  for  Liibon^  there  to  take  fuch  mea* 
fures  as  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  Spain  (hould  render 
neceilarv.  Guifcard  and  his  officers  beii^  fet  on 
fhore,  the  fleet  failed  with  the  ^rft  fair  wind,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  OiSober  arrived  at  Liibon. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  next  month  the 
King  of  Portugal  died^  and  his  elded  fon  and  fuc- 
ceilbr  being  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  eve& 
more  dian  his  father  influenced  by  a  miniftry  which 
had  private  connexions  with  the  Court  of  Verfailles. 
Neverthelefs,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  and  Earl  Rivers, 
being  preflfed  by  letters  from  King  Charles  and  the 
Earl  of  Galway,  failed  to  their  afllftance  in  the 
fceginning  of  January;  and  on  the  twenty-eig;hth 
arrived  at  Alicant,  from  whence  the  Earl  of  Rivers 
proceeded  by  land  to  Valencia,  in  order  to  affift  at 
a  general  council  of  war.  The  operations  of  xht 
entiling  campaign:  being  concerted,  and  the  army 
joined  by  the  reinforcement  from  England,  Earl 
Rivers,  difliking  the  country,  returned  with  the 
Admiral  to  Liibon. 

§  V.  Poland  was  at  length  delivered  from  the 
prefence  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September  fuddenly  marched  through 
Luiatia  into  Saxony  ^  and  in  a  little  time  laid  that 
whole  ele6torate  under  contribution.  Auguftua 
being  thus  cut  off  from  all  refource,  refolved  to 
obtain  peace  on  the  Swede's  own  terms,  and  en- 
gaged in  a  fecret  treaty  for  this  purpofe.  In  the 
mean  rime  the  Poles  and  Mufcovites  attacked  the 
Swedifli  forces  at  Kalifli  in  Great  Poland ;  and  by 
dint  of  numbers  routed  them  with  great  flaughtef. 
Notwithftanding  this  event,  Auguftus  rarifled  the 
treaty^  by  which  he  acknowledged  Staniflaus  as  true 
and  rightfril  King  of  Poland,  referving  to  himfelf 
no  more  than  the  empty  title  of  Sovereign.  The 
Confedieiatei  wew  nm  a  Iktie  alaimed  to  find  Charles 

in 
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ki  Ac  heart  of  German^,  and  the  FrerK:h  Qjuit  didc  «  a  F. 
not  fail  to  court  his  alliance  ;  but  he  continued  on     ^• 
the  refcrve  againft  all  their  folicitations.    Then  they^^^J^J^^ 
implored   his   mediation  for  a  peace ;    and  he  an- 
fwered,  that  he  would  interpofe  his  good  office3,  as 
foon  as  he  Ihould  know  they  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  powers  engaged  in  the  ^and  alhance. 

^  VL  The  pndc  of  Louis  was  now  luunbled  to 
fucn  a  degree  as  might  have  excited  the  compaffioa 
of  his  enemies.  He  employed  tlie  Eledor  of  BavarU 
to  write  letters  in  his  name  to  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  the  deputies  of  the  States-General,  con- 
taining propoials  for  opening  a  congrefs.  He 
had  alreaxiy  tampered  with  tlie  Dutch,  in  a  memo- 
rial prefented  by  the  R4arquis  d*Alegre.  He  like- 
wife  befought  the  Pope  to  interpofe  in  his  behalf. 
He  ofiered  to  cede  either  Spain  and  the  Weft- 
Indies^  or  Milan,  Naples,  and  Sicily  to  King  Charles  ; 
to  give  up  a  barrier  for  the  Dutch  in  the  Ne^ 
therknds ;  and  to  indemnify  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
for  the  ravages  that  bad  been  committed  in  his  do-i 
minions.  Though  his  real  aim  was  peace,  yet  he 
did  not  defpair  of  being  able  to  excite  mch  jealoufiesL 
among  the  Confederates  as  might  (hake  the  baiis  of 
their  union.  His  hope  was  not  altogether  difap- 
pointed.  The  Court  of  Vienna  was  fo  much  alamied 
at  die  offers  he  had  made,  and  the  reports  circulated 
by  his  emiflaries,  that  the  Emperor  refolved  to. 
make  himfclfmafter  of  Naples  before  the  Allies  fhoulA 
6ave  it  in  their  powentso  clofe  with,  the  propofals  of 
France.  Ttus  was  the  tixje  motive  of  his  concluding., 
a  treaty  with  Louia  in  the  fucceeding-  winter,  by 
which  thq  Milanefe.was  entirely  evacuated,  and  the 
French  King  at  liberty  to  employ  thofe  troops  in, 
making  i}xQi>g  e^brts  a^ainil  the  Confederates  in 
Spain  and  the  Nestherlauds.  The  Dutch  were  in-7 
toxicated  with  fuccefsj,  and  their  Prafionaty,  Hein- 
fiiis,  entirely  influenced  by  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough^, who.  fooQd  his^account  in  the  comiauance  of. 

the 
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Kthc  war,  which  at  once  gratified  his  avarice  and 
ambition ;  for  all  his  great  qualities  were  obfcured 
r*5.  by  the  fordid  pallion  of  accumulating  wealth.  During 
the  whole  war  thje  Allies  never  had  fuch  an  oppor- 
tunity as  they  now  enjoyed  to  bridle  the  power  of 
Prance  efFeftually,  and  fecure  the  liberties  of  the 
empire ;  and,  indeed,  if  their  real  defign  was  to 
eftablifh  an  equal  balance  between  the  houfes  of 
Auftria  and  Bourbon  it  could  not  have  been  better 
effedled  than  by  dividing  the  Spaniih  monarchy 
between  thcfe  two  potentates.  The  acceffion  of 
Spain,  with  all  its  appendages,  to  cither,  would  have 
deftroyed  the  equilibrium  which  the  Allies  propofed 
to  eftablifh.  But  other  motives  contributed  to  a 
continuation  of  the  war.  The  powers  of  the  con- 
federacy were  fired  with  the  ambition  of  making 
conquefts ;  and  England  in  particular  thought  her-- 
felf  intitled  to  an  mdemnification  for  the  immenfe 
fums  fhe  had  expended.  Animated  by  thefe  con- 
curring confiderations.  Queen  Anne  and  the  States- 
€reneral  reje6led  the  offers  of  France  ;  and  declared, 
that  they  would  not  enter  into  any  riegociation  for 
peace,  except  in  concert  with  their  allies. 

^  VII.  The  Tories  of  England  began  to  meditate 
fchemes  qf  oppofition  againft  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough. They  looked  upon  him  as  a  felfifh  noble- 
man, who  facrificed  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  in 
protradling  a  ruinous  war  for  his  own  private  advan- 
tage. They  faw  their  country  oppreffed  with  an 
increafing  load  of  taxes,  which  they  apprehended 
would  in  a  little  time  become  an  intolerable  burthen ; 
and  they  did  not  doubt  but  at  this  period  fuch  terms 
might  be  obtained  as  would  fully  anfwef  the  great 
purpofe  of  the  confederacy.  This,  indeed,  was  the 
prevailing  opinion  among  all  the  fenfible  people  of 
the  nation  who  were  not  particularly  interefted  in 
the  profecution  of  the  war,  either  by  being  connedted 
with  the  General,  or  in  fomc  fhape  employed  in 
the  management  of  the  finances.    The  Tories  were 

likewife. 
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Bkewife  inftigated  by  a  party-lpirit  agdnft  Marlbo-CHAP* 
rough,  who,  by  means  of  his  wife,  was  in  fall  P^^'^^J^Lj 
ieffion  of  the  Queen's  confidence,  and  openly  ,70^. 
patronized  the  Whig  fadlion-  But  the  attention  of 
people  in  general  was  now  turned  upon  the  Scottifli 
Parliament,  which  took  into  Confideration  the  treaty 
of  Union  lately  concluded  between  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  both  kingdoms.  On  the  third  day  of 
O^ftober,  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  as  High-com- 
miffioner,  produced  the  Queen's  letter,  in  which  fhe 
cxprefled  her  hope,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
would  be  acceptable  to  her  Parliament  of  Scotland. 
She  faid,  an  entire  and  perfeft  union  would  be  the 
folid  foundation  of  a  lalling  peace  :  it  would  fecure 
their  religion,  liberty,  and  property,  remove  the 
animofities  that  prevailed  among  themfelves,  and 
the  jcaloufics  that  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations : 
it  would  increafe  their  ftrength,  riches,  and  com« 
merce :  the  whole  ifland  would  be  joined  in  affec- 
tion, and  free  from  all  apprehenfions  of  different 
intereils:  it  would  be  enabled  to  refifl  all  its  ene- 
mies, fupport  the  Proteflant  intereft  every  where, 
and  maintaiil  the  liberties  of  Europe.  She  renewed 
her  afiiirance  of  maintaining  the  government  of 
their  Church ;  and  told  them,  that  now  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  taking  fuch  fteps  as  might  be 
Hcceflary  for  its  fecurity  after  the  Union.  She 
demanded  the  neceflaiy  fupplies.  She  obferved,  that 
the  great  fuccefs  with  which  God  Almighty  had 
blefled  her  arms  afforded  the  nearer  profpeft  of  a 
happy  peace,  with  which  they  would  enjoy  the  fall 
advantages  of  this  Union :  that  they  had  no  reafon 
to  doubt  but  the  Parliament  of  England  would  do 
all  that  fhould  be  neceflary  on  their  part  to  confirm 
the  Union :  finally,  fhe  recommended  calmnefs  and 
unanimity  in  deliberating  on  tl^is  great  and  weighty 
afiair,  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  whole  ifland  of 
Greajt-Britain. 
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BO  o  K  ^VQI.  Ifithcrt^dieaiddesoftheUiaQJihjidbM^ 
J*      induftiicaifLy  concealbd  from  tfie.  knowledge  cjf  tb# 

*^^JJJ^  people :  but  the  treaty  beii^g  recked  iaPvliaineat^ 
and  the  particulars  divulged^  fuch  a  fiame  was  kiod* 
led  dirougk  the  whole  nation^  as  had  Aot  appeared 
fince  the  Refloration.  The  Cavaliers  or  Jacabitcs 
had  alwaj'is  forefeen  that  this  Union  would  ^K^d^uifh 
all  their  hc^es  of  a  Revohition  in  favour  of  a  Bre^ 
tender.  The  nobility  found  themfelves  degraded 
in  point  of  dignity  and  influence^  by  being  excluded 
from  their  feats  in  Parliament.  The  trading  part 
of  the  nation  beheld  their  cosunerce  laddled  with 
heavy  duties  and  refiri6lions,  and  coniidered  the 
privilege  of  trading  to  the  EngUHt  plantations  as  » 
precarious  and  uncertain  prolpecS  of  advantage. 
The  barons^  or  gentlemen^  were  exafperated  at  a^ 
coalition,  by  whi<£  their  Parliament  was  annihilated, 
and  their  credit  deflroyed*  The  pec^le  in  geiMral' 
exclaimed,  that  the  dignity  of  their  Cmwn  waa 
betrayed ;  that  the  independency  of  their  nation  bad- 
fallen  a  facrifice  ta  tneachery  and  comiption ;  that 
whatever  condidons  might  be  ipecioully  oflT^^^ 
they  could  not  expe£l  Aey  would  be  ob&rved  by  a 
Parliament  in  which  the  Engliih  had  fuch  ar  majority. 
They  exaggerated  the  dangers  to  which  the  coaiii- 
tution  of  their  Church  would  be  expofed  f^Pom  a 
bench  of  Bifhops,  and  a. Parliament  of  £pifco{faliaiia4 
This  confideration  alarmed  the*  Preibytenan  mini-- 
fters  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  employed  all  their 

Eoyver  and  credit  in  waking  the  refentment  of  their 
earers  againit  the  treaty,  which  produced  aa  uni- 
Terfal  ferment  among  all  ranks,  of  people*  £v«n  the 
moil  rigid  Puritans  joined  the  CavaUers  in  expreffing^ 
their  detefiation  of  the  Union;  and  laying  afide 
their  mutual  animoilties,  promiied  to  co-opemte  iit^ 
oppoiing  a  meafure  fo  ignominious  and  prejudicial, 
to  their  country.  In  Parliament  the  oppoiition  waa 
headed  by  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Athol,  and- 
the  Marquis  of  Annandale.  The  firft  of  thefe 
6  noblemen 
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iioblemen  had  watefcd  fo  much  in  his  conduft,  that  c  ha  p. 
it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  his  real  political  principles,  ^i^^- 
He  was  generally  fuppofed  to  favour  the  claim  of    ,706. 
the  Pretender ;  but  ne  was  afraid  of  embarking  too 
fer  in  his  caufe,  and  avoided  \-iolcnt  meafures  in  the 
difcuffion  of  this  treaty,  left  he  (hould  incur  the  rc- 
fentment  of  the  Englilh  Parliament,  and  forfeit  thi 
cftate  he  pofleflcd  in  that  kingdom.     Athol  was 
more  forward  in  his  profeffions  of  attachment  to  the 
Court  of  St.  Germain's ;  but  he  had  lefs  ability,  and 
his  zeal  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  inflamed  by  re- 
fentment  againft  the  miniftry.     The  debates  upon 
the  different  articles  of  the  treaty  were  carried  on 
with  great  heat  and  vivacity;  and  many  fhrewd  ar- 
guments were  ufed  againft  this  fcheme  of  an  incorpo- 
rating Union.    One  member  affirmed,  that  it  would 
fiimiih  a  handle  to  any  afpiring  Prince  to  overthrow 
the  liberties  of  all  Britain ;  for  if  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  could  alter,  or  rather  fubvert  its  cohftitu- 
tion,  this  circumftance  might  be  a  precedent  for  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain    to  aflume  the  fame 
power  :  that  the  reprefentatives  for  Scotland  would, 
firom  their  poverty,  depend  upon  thofe  who  poflefled 
the  means  of  corruption ;  and  having  exprefled  fo 
little  concern  for  the  fupport  of  their  own  conftitu- 
tion,  would  pay  very  little  fegard  to  that  of  any 
other.    "  What!  (faid  the  Duke  of  Hamilton)  Ihall 
"  we  in  half  an  hour  give  up  what  our  forefathers 
"  maintained  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  many 
"ages?   Are  here  none  of  the  defcendants  of  thofe 
"  worthy  patriots,  who  defended  the  liberty  of  their 
^  country  againft  all  invaders;  who  aflifted  the  great 
"King  Robert  Bruce    to  reftore  the  conftitution, 
"and  revenge  the  falfehood  of  England,   and  the 
^'  ufurpation  of  Baliol  ?  Where  are  the  Douglafles 
*^  and  Campbells  ?  Where  arc  the  Peers,  where  are* 
^^  the   Barons,  once  the  bulwark  of  the  nation  ? 
*^  Shall  we  yield  up  the  fovereignty  and  indepen- 
*^  dency  of  our  country^  when  wc  are  commanded 
VOL.  II.  H  "by 


^      .  ,         HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

B  O  o  K  *^  by  thbfe  wc  reprcfent  to  preferve  the  fame,  and 
^^!\,^**  afliired  of  their  afliftance  to  fuppoit  us  ?"  The 
170^.  Duke  of  Athol  protefted,  againll  an  incorporating 
Union,  as  contrary  to  the  honour,  intereft,  fun- 
damental laws,  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  the  birthright  of  the  Peers,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Barons  and  Boroughs,  and  to 
the  claim  of  right,  property,  and  Uberty  of  the  fub- 
jed:s.  '  To  this  proteft  nineteen  Peers  and  forty-fix 
Commoners  adhered.  The  Earl  Marifchal  cittcred 
a  proteft,  importing,  that  no  perfon  being  fucccflbr 
to  the  c^own  of  England  (hould  inherit  that  of  Scot- 
land, without  fuch  previous  Umitations  as  might 
fecure  the  honour  and  fovereignty  of  the  Scottifh 
Crown  and  kingdom,  the  frequency  and  power  of 
Parliament,  the  religion,  liberty,  and  trade  of  the 
nation,  from  Engliih  or  any  foreign  influence.  He 
was  feconded  by  fix-and-forty  members.  With  re- 
gard to  the  third  article  of  the  Union,  ftipulating, 
that  both  kingdoms  fliould  be  reprefented  by  one 
and  the  fame  Parliament,  the  country-party  ob- 
fcrved,  that,  by  aflenting  to  this  expedient,  they  did 
"in  eftedl  fink  their  own  confiitution,  while  that  of 
England  undenvent  no  aheration  :  that  in  all  nations 
there  are  fundamentals  which  no  power  whatever 
can  alter :  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment being  one  of  thefe  fundamentals  among  th« 
Scots,  no  Parliament,  or  any  other  power,  could 
ever  legally  prohibit  the  meeting  of  Parliaments,  or 
deprive  any  of  the  three  eltates  of  its  right  of  fitting 
or  voting  in  Parliament,  or  give  up  the  rights  and 

frivileges  of  Parliament :  but  that  by  this  treaty  the 
arliament  of  Scotland  was  entirely  abrogated,  it^ 
rights  and  privileges  facrificed,  and  thole  of  the 
Englilh  Parliament  fubftitutcd  in  their  place.  They 
argued,  that  though  the  legiflativc  power  in  Parlia- 
ment was  regulated  and  determined  by  a  majority  of 
voices ;  yet  the  giving  up  the  conftitution,  with  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  nation,  wuii  not  fubjedl 
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to  fuffiage^  being  founded  on  dominion  and  pro-  CHAP, 
petty;  and  therefore  could  not  be  legally  furrendered  ^^ 
without  the  confent  of  every  perfon  who  had  a  right  ^ 
to  cle6l  and  be  reprcfented  in  Parliament.  They 
affirmed  that  the  obligation  laid  on  the  Scottiih 
members  to  reiide  fo  long  in  London,  in  attendance 
on  the  Britlfh  Parliament,  would  drain  Scotland  of 
all  its  money,  impoverifh  the  members,  and  fubjedt 
them  to  the  temptation  of  being  cormpted.  Anodier 
proteft  was  entered  by  the  Marqxiis  of  Annandale 
againfl  an  incorporating  Union,  as  being  odious  to 
the  people,  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution,  fovereign- 
ty,  and  claim  of  right,  and  threatening  ruin  to  the 
Church  as  by  law  eftabliflied.  Fifty-two  members 
joined  in  this  proteftation.  Almoft  every  article 
produced  the  moft  inflammatory  difputes.  The  Lord 
Belhaven  enumerated  the  mifchiefs  which  would  at- 
tend the  Union  in  a  pathetick  fpeech,  that  drew  tears 
from  the  audience,  and  is  at  this  day  looked  upon 
as  a  prophecy  by  great  part  of  the  Scottiih  nation. 
Addrefles  againit  the  treaty  were  prefented  to  Par- 
liament by  the  Convention  of  Boroughs,  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  General  Aflembly,  the  Company 
trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies,  as  well  as  from 
feveral  fhires,  ftewartries,  boroughs,  towns,  and  pa- 
rifties,  in  all  the  different  parts'  of  the  kingdom, 
without  diftindion  of  Whig  or  Tory,  Epifcopalian 
or  Prefbyterian.  The  Earl  of  Buchan  for  the  Peers, 
Lockhart  ofCarnwarth  for  the  Barons,  Sir  Walter 
Stuart  in  behalf  of  the  Peers,  Barons,  and  Boroughs, 
the  Earls  of  Enrol  and  Marifchal  for  themfelves,  as 
High-conftable  and  Earl-marihal  of  the  kingdom, 
protefted  feverally  againft  the  treaty  of  Union. 

^  IX.  While  this  oppolirion  raged  within  doors, 
the  rcfentment  of  the  people  rofe  to  tranfports  of 
fury  and  revenge.  The  more  rigid  Prefbyterians, 
known  by  the  name  of  CameronianV  chofe  officers, 
formed  themfelves  into  regiments,  provided  horfes, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  and  nurching  to  Dumfries, 

u  2  burned 
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BOO  K  burned  the  articles  of  the  Union  at  the  Market-crofs, 
^^^^^V^juftifying  their  conduft  in   a  publick  declaration. 
^c6.    They  made  a  tender  of  their  attachment  to  Duke 
Hamilton,  from  whom  they  received  encouragement 
in  fecret.    They  reconciled  themfelves  to  the  EpiC- 
copalians  and  the  Cavaliers :  they  refolved  to  take 
the  route  to  Edinburgh,    and   diflblve  the  Parlia- 
ment; while  the  Duke  of  Athol  undertook  to  fecure 
the  pafs  of  Sterling  with  his  Highlanders,  fo  as  to 
open  the  communication  between  the  weftem  and 
northern   parts  of  the  kingdom.      Seven  or  eight 
thoufand  men  were  adlually  ready  to  appear  in  arms 
at  the  town  of  Hamilton,    and    march  dire<ftly  to 
Edinburgh,  under  the  Duke's  conmiand,  when  that 
nobleman  altered  his  opinion,  and  difpatched  private 
couriers  through  the  whole  country,  requiring  the 
people  to  defer  their  meeting  till  further  directions. 
The  more  fanguine  Cav,aliers  accufed  his  Grace  of 
treachery;  but  in  all  likelihood  he  was  adtuated  by 
prudential  motives.     He  alledged,  in  his  own  ex- 
cufe,  that  the  nation  was  not  in  a  condition  to  carry 
on  fuch  an  enterprize,  efpecially  as  the  Englifh  had 
already  detached  troops  to  the  border,  and  might  in 
a  few  days  have  wafted  over  a  confiderable  reinforce- 
ment from  Holland.   During  this  commotion  among 
the  Cameronians,  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glal- 
gow  were  filled  with  tumults.   Sir  Patrick  Johnfton, 
provoft  of  Edinburgh,  who  had    been  one  of  the 
Commiffioncrs  for  the  Union,  was  beficged  in  his 
own  houfe  by  the  populace,  and  would  have  been 
torn  in  pieces,  had  not  the  guards  difperfed  the  mul- 
titude.    The  Privy  Council  ifliied  a  proclamation 
againft  riots,  commanding  all  perfons  to  retire  from 
the  ttreets  whenever  the  drum  fhould  beat;  ordering 
the  guards  to  fire  upon  thofe  who  fhould  difobey 
this  command,  and  indemnifying  them  from  all  pro- 
fecution  for  maiming  or  flaying  the  lieges.     Tnefe 
guards  were  placed  all  round  the  houfe  in  which  the 
Peers  and  Commons  Were  aflcmbled,  and  the  Coun- 
cil 
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•  cil  received  the  thanks  of  the  Parliament,  for  havingc  hap, 
thus  provided   for   their   fafety.  ^   Notwithftanding  ,  ^^1* 
thcfe  precautions  of  the  Government,  the  Comtm^-^'^^^^^^i^, 
fioncr  was  conftandy  faluted  with  the  curfes  and  im- 
precations of  the  people  as  he  pafled   along :    his 
guards  were   pelted,   and   fome    of  his  attendants 
wounded  with  ftones  as  they  fat  by  him  in  the  coach, 
fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  through  the  ilreets 
on  full  gallop. 

§  X.  Agamft  all  this  national  fury,  the  Dukes  of 
Queenlberry  and  Argyle,  the   Earls  of  Montrofe, 
Seaiield,  and  Stair,  and  the  other  noblemen  attached 
to  the  Union,  a6led  with  equal  prudence  and  refo- 
lution.     They  argued  ftrenuoufly  againft  the  ob- 
je^ons  that  were  ftarted  in  the  houfe.    They  magni- 
iied  the  advantages  that  woul^  accrue  to  the  king*  -  . 
dom  from  the  privileges  of  trading  to  the  Englilh 
plantations,  and  being  prote<Sled  in  their  commerce 
by  a  powerful  navy;  as  wdl  as  from  the  exdulion  of 
a  Popilh  Pretender,  who  they  knew  was  odious  to 
the  nation  in  general.    They  found  means,  partly 
by  their  prcxnifes,  and  partly  by  corruption,  to  bring 
over  the  Earls  of  Roxburgn  and  Marchmont,  with 
the  whole  fquadron  who  had  hitherto  been  unpropi- 
tious  to  the  Court,     They^  difarmed  the  refentment 
of  the  clerg)^  by  promoting  an  ail  to  be  infertcd 
in  the  Union,  declaring  the  Prefbyterian  difcipline 
to  be  the  only  government  in  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, unalterable  in  all  fucceedyig  times,  and  a  fun- 
damental ardcle  of  the  treaty.     They  foothed  the 
African  Company  with  the  profpecSt  of  being  indem- 
nified for  the  lofiies  they  had  fuftained.  They  amufed 
individuals  with  the  hope  of  fharing  die  reft  of  the 
equivalent.     They  employed  emiflaries  to  allay  the 
ferment  among  the  Cameronians,  and  difunite  them 
from  the  Cavaliers,  by  canting,  praying,  and  de- 
monftrating  the  abfurdity^,  finfulnefs,  and  danger  of 
fuch  a  coalition.     Thefe    remonftrances  were  rein- 
forced by  the  £um  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds^  which 

the 
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BOO  K  Ac  Ouecn  privately  lent  to  the  Scottifli  treafury,  and 

1-      which  was  now  diftributed  by  the  miniftry  in  fuch 

^""^^^^^^  manner  as  might  bed  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of 

the   treaty.      By  thefe   pradlices    they  diminiflied, 

though  they  could  not  filence  the  clamour  of  the 

{)eoplc,  and  obtained  a  considerable  majority  in  Par- 
iament,  which  out-voted  all  oppofition.  Not  but 
that  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry  at  one  time  defpaired 
of  fuccceeding,  and  being  in  continual  apprehenfion 
for  his  life,  exprefled  a  defire  of  adjourning  the  Par- 
lianient,until  by  time  and  good  management  he  ihould 
be  able  to  remove  thofe  difficulties  that  then  feemed 
to  be  infurmountable.  But  the  Lord-Treafurer  Go- 
dolphin,  who  forefaw  that  the  meafure  would  be 
cijtirely  loft  by  delay,  and  was  no  judge  of  the  dif- 
ficulties, infifted  upon  his  proceeding.  It  was  at 
this  period  that  he  remitted  the  money,  and  gave 
directions  for  having  forces  ready  at  a  c^l,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland.  At  length  the  Scottifh  Par- 
liament approved  and  ratified  all  the  articles  of  the 
Union  with  fome  fmall  variation.  They  then  pre- 
pared an  a6l  for  regulating  the  eledlion  of  the  fix- 
teen  Peers,  and  forty-five  Commoners  to  reprefent 
Scotland  in  the  Britifh  Parliament,  This  being 
touched  with  the  fceptre,  the  Three  Eftates  pro- 
ceeded to  efeil  their  reprefentatives.  The  remain- 
ing part  of  the  feffion  was  employed  in  making  re- 
gulations concerning  the  coin,  in  examining  the  ac- 
counts of  their  African  Company,  and  providing 
for  the  due  application  of  the  equivalent,  which  was 
fcandaloufly  mifapplied.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  the  Commiffioner  adjourned  the  Parliament, 
after  having,  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  taken  norice  of  the 
honour  they  had  acquired  in  concluding  an  affair  of 
fuch  importance  to  their  country.  Having  thus  ac- 
complifhed  the  great  purpofe  of  the  Court,  he  fet 
put  for  London,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  he 
was  met  by  above  forty  noblemen  in  their  coaches, 
and  about  four  hundred  gentlemen  on  horfeback. 

Next 
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Next  day  he  waited  upon  the  Queen  at  Kenfington,  c  HAP. 
from  whom  he  met  with  a  very  gracious  reception.  *^^v^ 
Perhaps  there  is  not  another  inftance  upon  record,  ,yo^ 
of  a  Miniftry's  having  carried  a  point  of  this  import- 
ance againft  fuch  a  violent  torrent  of  oppofition,  and 
contrary  to  the  general  fenfe  and  inclmation  of  a 
whole  exafperated  people.  The  Scots  were  perfuaded 
that  their  trade  would  be  deftroyed,  their  nation  op- 
prefled,  and  their  country  ruined,  in  confequence 
of  the  union  with  England ;  and  indeed  their  opi- 
nion was  fupported  by  very  plaufibk  arguments. 
The  majority  of  both  nations  believed  that  the  treaty 
would  produce  violent  convulfions,  or,  at  b^ft,  prove 
inefFedual.  But  we  now  fee  it  has  been  attended 
with  none  of  the  calamities  that  were  prognofticated; 
that  it  quietly  took  efFecft,  and  fully  anfwered  all  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended.  Hence  we  may 
learn  that  many  great  difficulties  are  furmoiuitea, 
becaufe  they  are  not  feen  by  thofe  who  diredl  thp 
execution  of  any  great  project ;  and  that  many 
fchemes,  which  theory  deems  impracticable,  will  yet 
iucceed  in  the  experiment. 

§  XI.  The  Engliih  Parliament  aflembling  on  the 
third  day  of  December,  the  Queen,  in  her  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes,  congratulated  them  on  the  glorious 
iuccedes  of  her  arms.  She  deiired  the  Comn;ions 
would  grant  fuch  fupplies  as  might  eYiable  her  to 
improve  the  advantages  of  this  fuccefsful  cam* 
paign.  She  told  them  that  the  treaty  of  Union,  as 
concluded  by  the  Commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms, 
was  at  that  time  under  the  conlideration  of  the  Scot- 
tiih  Parliament ;  and  ihe  reconunended  difpatch  in 
the  publick  affairs,  that  both  friends  and  enemies 
tmAt  be  convinced  of  the  firmnefs  and  vigour  of 
their  proceedings.  The  Parliament  was  perfeAly 
well  difpofed  to  comply  with  all  her  Majefty's  re* 
quells.  Warm  debates  were  prefented  by  both 
Houfes.  Then  they  proceeded  to  the  confideration 
of  the  fupply,  and  having  examined  the  eltimates  in 
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BOO  Kiefs  than  a  week,  voted  near  fix  millions  for  the  fer- 
^'  vice  of  the  enfuing  year.  Neverthelefs,  in  examin- 
X7c6.  ii^g  ^^^^.  accounts,  fome  objedlions  .  arofe.  They 
found  that  the  extraordinary  fupphcs  for  the  fupport 
of  King  Charles  of  Spain,  amounted  to  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  more  than  the  fums  provided  by 
Parhament,  Some  members  argued  that  very  ill 
confequences  might  enfue,  if  a  nunillry  could  thus 
run  the  nation  in  debt,  and  expeft  the  Parliament 
Ihould  pay  the  money.  The  Courtiers  aniwered,  that 
if  any  thing  had  been  raifed  without  neceffity,  or  ill 
applied,  it  was  reafonable  that  thofe  who  were  in  fault 
ihould  be  punifhed :  but,  as  this  expence  was  in- 
curred to  improve  advantages,  at  a  time  when  the 
qccafion  could  not  be  communicated  to  Parliament, 
the  Miniftry  was  rather  to  be  applauded  for  their 
zeal,  than  condemned  for  their  liberality.  The 
queilion  being  put,  the  majority  voted  that  thofe 
fums  had  been  expended  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  for  the  intereft  of  King  Charles 
againft  the  common  enemy,  and  for  thefafetvand 
honour  of  the  nation.  When  the  Speaker  prel^nted 
the  money  bills,  he  told  her,  that  as  the  glorious 
vi6tory  obtained  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  at 
Ramillies,  was  fought  before  it  could  be  fuppofed 
the  armies  were  in  the  field,  fo  it  was  no  lefs  fupprif- 
ing  that  the  Commons  had  granted  fupplies  to  her 
Majefly,  before  the  enemy  could  well  know  that  the 
Parliament  was  fitting.  The  General  was  again  ho- 
noured with  the  thanks  of  both  Houfes.  The  Lords 
in  an  addrcfs,  befought  the  Queen  to  fettle  his  ho- 
nours on  his  pofterity.  An  act  was  pafled  for  th^s 
purpofe ;  and,  in  purfuance  of  another  addrefs  from 
the  Commons,  a  penfion  of  five  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  tlie  Poft-Office  was  fettled  upon  him  and  his 
.  defcendants.  The  Lords  and  Commons  having 
adjourned  themfelves  to  the  laft  day  of  December, 
the  Queen  clbfed  the  year  with  triumphal  proceffions. 
As  the  fiandards  and  colours  taken  at  Blenheim  had 

been 
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been  placed  in  Weftmmfler-hall^  fo  no^  thoTe  thatc  H  a  p« 
had  been  brought  from  the  field  of  RamiUies  were     ^^- 
put  up  in  Guildhall,  as  trophies  of  that  vidlory^^^^^JS^ 
About  this  time,  the  Earls  of  Kent,  Lindfey,  ^d 
Kingflon,  were  raifed  to  the  rank  of  Marquliles* 
The    Lords    Wharton,    Paulet,    Godolphin,    and 
Cholmondeley,  were  created  Esurls.     Lord  Walden, 
fon  and  heir-apparent  to  the  £arl  of  Suffolk,  ob- 
tained the  tide  of  Earl  of  Bindon  ;  the  Lord-keeper 
Cowper,  and  Sir  Thomas  Pelham  were  ennobled  as 
Barons. 

^  XII*  The  Parliament  bemg  ailembled  after 
their  fhort  recefs,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  moved 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  deiiring  her  Majefty 
would  order  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiilionen 
for  the  Union,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Scottifh  Par* 
liament  on  the  faid  fubjed,  to  be  laid  before  thenu 
He  was  fecqnded  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and 
the  Earl  of  Rochefter ;  and  anfwered  by  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin,  who  told  them  they  needed  not  doubt 
but  that  ner  Majefty  would  communicate  thofe  pro- 
ceedings, as  foon  as  the  Scottifh  Parliament  fhould 
have  difcufled  the  fubjed  of  the  Union.  The  Lords 
Wharton,  Somers,  and  Hallifax  obierved,  fhat  it 
was  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  that  the  treaty  of 
Union  fhould  firft  come  ratified  from  the  Parliament 
of  Scotland ;  and  that  then,  and  not  before,  it 
would  be  a  proper  time  for  the  Lords  to  take  it  m]p 
confideration.  On  the  twent)^-eighth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, the  Queen  in  perfon  told  both  Houfes,  that  die 
treaty  of  Union,  with  fome  additions  and  alterations, 
was  ratified  by  an  a6t  of  the  Scottifh  Parliament: 
that  fhe  had  ordered  it  to  be  laid  before  them  ;  and 
hoped  it  would  meet  with  their  concurrence  and 
approbation.  She  defired  the  Commons  would  pro* 
Tide  for  the  payment  of  the  equi\'alent,  in  cafe  the 
treaty  fhould  be  approved.  She  obferved  to  borii 
Houfes,  that  now  tliey  had  an  opportunity  of  putting 
the  lafl  hand  to  a  happy  Union  of  die  two  kingdoms; 

iSind 
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BOO  Kand  that  fhe  fhould  look  upon  it  as  a  particular  hap^ 

^/^^^pinefs  if  this  great  work,  which  had  been  fo  often 

^7o6,    attempted  without  fucccfs,    could   be   brought  to 

J^erfcc^ion    in    her   reign.      When   the   Commons 
brmed  themfelves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  deliberate  on  the  articles  of  the  Union,  and 
the  Scottifli  AA  of  Ratification,   the  Tory  party, 
which  was  very  weak  in  that  aflembly,  began  to  ftart;^ 
fome  obieiSlions.     Sir  John  Packington  dilapproved 
of  this   mcorporating  Union,  which  he  likened  to 
a  marriage  with  a  woman  againft  her  confent.     He 
faid  it  was  an  union  carried  on  by  corruption  and 
bribery  within  doors,  by  force  and  violence  without : 
that  the  promoters  of  it  had  bafely  betrayed  their 
truft,  in  giving  up  their  independent  conftitution, 
and  he  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe, 
to  confider  whether  or  no  men  of  fuch  principles 
were  fit  to  be  admitted  into  their  Houfe  of  Reprc- 
fentatives.     He  obferved  that  her  Majefty,  by  the 
■  coronation-oath,  was  obliged  to  maintain  the  Church 
of  England  as  by  law  eftablifhed ;  and  likewife  bound 
by  the  fame  oath  to  defend  the  Prefbyterian  Kirk  of 
Scotland  in  one  and  the  fame  kingdom.     Now,  faid 
he,  after  this  union  is  in  force,  who  fhall  adminifter 
this  oath  to  her  Majefty  ?  It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Scots,  who  are  incapable  of  it,  and  no  well-wifhers 
to  the  Church  of  England.     It  is  then  only  the  part 
»f  the  Biftiops  to  do  it ;  and  can  it  be  fuppofed  that 
thofe  reverend  perfons  will,  or  can  a6l  a  thing  lb 
contrary  to  their  own  order  and  inftitution,  as  thus 
to  promote  the    eftablifhment   of  the  Preft)yterian 
church-government   in  the  united  kingdom?     He 
added,  that  the  Church  of  England  being  eftablifhed 
jure  divinoy  and  the  Scots  pretending  that  the  Kiric 
was  dXiojure  divino,  he  could  not  tell  how  two  na- 
tions that  clafhed    in  fo  effential   an    article  could 
unite  :  he,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  confult 
the  convocation  about  this  critical  point.     A  morion 
ivas  made,  that  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty,  which 

implicit 
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implies  a  peremptory  agreement  to  an  incorporatingc  HAP. 
Union  fliould  be   poftponed ;   and  that  the  Houfe^J^r^ 
fhould  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  terms  of    jyofi. 
the  intended  Union,  contained  in  the  other  articles. 
This  propofal  being  rejefted,  fome  Tory  members 
quitted  the  Houfe ;  and  all  the  articles  were  exa- 
mined   and    approved  without    further    oppofition. 
The  Whigs  were  fo  eager  in  the  profecution  of  this 
point,  that  they  proceeded  in  a  very  fuperficial  man- 
ner, and  with  fuch  precipitation  as  furniflied  thdr 
enemies  with  a  plaufible  pretence  to  affirm,  that  they 
had  not  confidered  the  treaty  with  the  coolnefs  and 
deliberation  which  an  affair  of  this  importance  re* 
quired. 

^  XIIL  Before  the  Lords  began  to  inveftigate 
the  articles  of  the  Union,  they,  at  the  inftance  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  brought  in  a  bill  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Church  of  England,  to  be  inferted  as  a 
fimdamental  and  eflential  part  of  that  treaty.  It 
paiTed  through  both  Houfes  without  oppofition,  and 
received  the  Royal  aflent.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of 
February,  the  debates  concerning  the  Union  began 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Queen  being  prcfent,, 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Sarum  chairman  of  the  committee. 
The  Earls  of  Rochefter,  Anglefey,  and  Nottingham, 
argued  againft  the  Unioij ;  as  did  the  Bifhop  of  Bath 
^nd  Wells.  Lord  Haverlham,  in  a  premeditated 
harangue,  faid  the  queftion  was.  Whether  two  na-^ 
jdons  independent  in  their  fovereignties,  that  had 
their  diftinfit  laws  and  interefts,  their  different  fomis 
pf  worfhip,  church-government,  and  order,  fhould 
be  united  into  one  kingdom  ?  He  fuppofed  it  an 
Union  made  up  of  fo  many  mifmatched  pieces,  of 
fuch  jarring,  incongruous  ingredients,  that  fhould 
it  ever  take  effedl,  it  would  carry  the  neceflary  con- 
fequences  of  a  ftanding  power  and  force,  to  keep 
^heth  from  falling  afunder  and  breaking  in  pieces 
every  moment.  He  repeated  what  had  been  faid 
\}j  Lord  Bacon^  tl)at  ap  unity  pieced  up  by  direct 

admiffion 
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BOO  Kadmiffion  of  contrarieties  in  the  fundamental  points 
^"  of  it,  is  like  the  toes  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  image, 
1706.  which  were  made  of  iron  and  clay,  they  majr  cleave 
together,  but  would  never  incorporate.  He  diilented 
from  the  Union  for  the  fake  of  the  good  old  Englifli 
conftitution,  in  which  he  dreaded  fome  alteration 
from  the  additional  weight  of.  fixty-one  Scottiih 
members,  and  thefe  too  returned  by  a  Scottifh  Privy- 
Council.  He  took  notice,  that  above  one  hundred 
Scottiih  Peers,  and  as  many  Commoners,  were  ex- 
cluded from  fitting  and  voting  in  Parliament,  though 
they  had  as  much  right  of  inheritance  to  fit  there, 
as  any  Englilh  Peer  had  of  fitting  in  the  Parliament 
of  England.  He  exprefled  his  apprehcnfion  of  this 
precedent;  and.  aiked  what  fecurity  aay  Peer  of 
England  had  for  this  right  and  privilege  of  Peerage, 
which  thofe  Lords  had  not.  He  faid,  if  the  Bifhops 
would  weaken  their  own  caufe,  fo  far  as  to  give  up 
the  two  great  points  of  epifcopal  ordination  and  con- 
firmation ;  if  they  would  approve  and  ratify  the  aA 
for  fecuring  the  Prcfbyterian  church-government  in 
Scotland,  as  the  true  Protellant  religion  and  purity 
of  worfhip  ;  they  mufl  give  up  that  which  had  been 
contended  for  between  them  and  the  Prefbyterians 
for  thirty  years,  and  been  defended  by  the  greatefl 
and  moll  learned  men  in  the  Church  of  Bftgland. 
He  obje6led  to  the  exempting  articles,  by  which 
heritable  offices  and  fuperiorities  were  irelerved.  He 
affirmed  that  the  Union  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  Scottiih  nation :  that  the  murmurs  of  the  people 
had  been  fo  loud  as  to  fill  the  whole  kingdom ;  and 
fo  bold  as  to  reach  even  to  the  doors  of  the  Parlia- 
ment :  that  the  Parliament  itfelf  had  fufpended  their 
beloved  claufe  in  the  A61  of  Security  for  arming  the 
people  :  that  the  Government  had  ilfiied  a  proclama- 
tion pardoning  all  llaughter,  bloodlhed,  and  main- 
ing  comnvttcd  upon  thofe  who  fliould  be  found  in 
tumults.  From  thefe  circumftances  he  concluded, 
that  the  Sgottilh  nation  was  averfe  to  an  incorporat- 
ing 
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ing  Union,  which  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  moft  CHAP. 
dangerous  experiments  to  both  nations.    Lord  North  ^J^^;;^^ 
and  Grey  complained  of  the  fmall  and  unequal  pro-    ,jo6. 
portion  of  the  land-tax  impofed  upon  Scotland.   The 
Earl  of  Nottingham  faid  it  was  highly  unreafonable 
that  the  Scots,  who  were  by  the  treaty  let  into  all 
the  branches  of  the  Englifli  trade,  and  paid  fo  little 
towards   the    expence   of  the  Government,  fhould 
moreover  have  fuch  a  round  fum  by  way  of  equiva- 
lent.    The  fame  topicks  were  infifted  upon  by  the 
Lords  North  and  Grey,  Guernfey,  Granville,  Sta- 
well,    and  Abingdon.      The  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
after  having  oppofed  every  article  feparately,  con- 
cluded with  words  to  this  efFedl ;    "  As   Sir  John 
**  Maynard  faid  to  the  late  King  at  the  Revolution, 
*^  that  having  buried  all  his  contemporaries  in  Weft- 
**  minfter-hall,  he  was  afraid,    if  nis  Majefty  had 
*^  not  come  in  that  very  juncture  of  time,  he  might 
"  have  likewife  outlived  the  very  laws ;  fo,  if  this 
**  Union  do  pafs,  as  I  have  no  reaion  to  doubt  but  it 
*^  will,  I  may  jullly  affirm  I  have  outlived  all  the 
^^  laws,  and  the  very  conftitution  of  England :  I, 
^*  therefore,  pray  to  God  to  avert  the  dire  efFe<5s 
*^  which  may  probably  enfue  from  fuch  an  incor- 
**  porating  Union.** 

^  XrV.  Thefe  arguments  and  objeftions  were 
anfwered  by  the  Lord-Treafurer  Godolphin,  the 
£ails  of  Sunderland  and  Wharton,  the  Lords  Townf- 
hend,  Hallifax,  and  Somers,  the  Bilhops  of  Ox- 
ford, Norwich,  and  Sarum.  They  obferved,  that 
fuch  an  important  meafure  could  not  be  effe<fted 
witiiout  fome  inconveniences  ;  but  tliat  tliefe  ought 
to  be  borne,  in  confideration  of  the  greatnefs  of  the 
advantage  :  that  the  chief  dangers  to  which  the 
Church  was  expofed  arofe  from  France  and  Popery  ; 
and  this  Union  would  efFedlually  fecure  it  againft 
thefe  evils  :  that  Scotland  lay  on  the  weakeft  fide  of 
Kngland,  which  could  not  be  defended  but  by  an 
cxpenlive  army.  Should  a  war  break  out  between 
1  the 
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BOO  Kthe  two  nations,    and  Scotland  be  conquered^  yet 
^^Jv^cven  in  that  cafe  it  would  be  neceflary  to  keep  it 
1706.    under  with  a  (landing  army,  which  any  enteqprizing 
Prince  might  model  for  his  ambitious  purpofes,  and 
joining  with  the  Scots,  enflave  his  Englifh  dominion  : 
that  any  Union  after  a  conqueft  would  be  compul- 
live,  confequently  of  fhort  duration ;  whereas  now 
it  was  volimtary  it  would  be  lading :  that  with  re- 
gard to  eccle(iaitical  affairs,    all   heats  and  animo- 
lities  might  be  allayed  by  foft  and  gentle  manage- 
ment.    The  cantons  of  Switzerland,  though  they 
profefled  different  religions,  were  yet  united  in  one 
general  body ;  and  the  Diet  of  Germany  was  com- 
pofed  of  Princes    and  States,    among  whom  three 
different  perfualions  prevailed ;  fo  that  two  forts  of 
difcipline  might  very  well  fubfift  under  one  legifla^ 
ture.      If  there  was  any  danger  on   either  fide,  it 
threatened  the  Scots  much  more  than  the  Englifh, 
as  five  hundred   and   thirteen  members  could  cer- 
tainly be  too  hard  for  forty-five  ;  and  in  the  Houfc 
of  Lords,  fix-and-twenty  Bilhops  would  always  pre- 
ponderate againft  fixteen  Peers  from  Scodand.    Not- 
withflanding  all  the  oppofition  made  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Tory  intereft,  every  article  was  approved  by 
a  great  majority,  though  not  without  a  good  number 
of  proteftations  :  and  a  bill  of  ratification  was  pre- 
pared in  the  Lower  Houfe  by  Sir  Simon  Harcourt, 
Borntt.    the  Solicitor-General,  in  fuch  an  artful  manner  as  to 
c^TiIcy.    prevent  all  debates.     All  the  articles,  ^  they  pafled 
Torcy.     m  Scodand,  were  recited  by  way  of  preamble,  to- 
j[^"^*||;^,gether  with  the  acSs  made  in  both  Parliaments  for 
Hift.  of    the  fecurity  of  the  feveral  churches  ;  and  in  conclu- 
Hift*^'^'of  ^^^  there  was  one  claufe,  by  which  the  whole  was 
theDukcof  ratified  and  enabled  into  a  law.     By  this  contrivance, 
Maribo.    thofe  who  Were  defirous  of  ftarting  new  difficulties 
Condila    found  themfelves  difabled  from  purfuing  their  de- 
©f  iheDu.fign.     They  could  not  obje6l  to  the  recital,  which 
Mlr*blf.    was  barely  matter  of  fa<5t ;  and  they  had  not  ftrength 
ffo«gb.      fufficient  to  oppofe  the  general  enadting  claufe.    On 

the 
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the  other  hand,  the  Whigs  prc«noted  it  with  fuchcH  ap« 
zeal  that  it  pafled  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  ^J^;^^ 
and  fourteen,    before    the   others    had    recolle<5ted    ,706. 
themfelves  from  the  furprife  which  the  ftru6hire  ofLockhait. 
the  bill  had  occafioned.     It  made  its  way  through  prlind. 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  with  equal  difpatch  ;  and,  whenVoluirc. 
it  received  the  Royal  fan6lion,  the  Queen  exprefled 
the  utmoft  fatisfadlion.     She  faid  (he  did  not  doubt 
but  it  would  be  remembered  and  fpoke  of  hereafter, 
to  the  honour  of  thofe  who  had  been  inflrumental  in 
bringing  it  to  fuch  a  happy  conclufion.     She  defired 
that  her  fubje<5ls  of  botn   kingdoms  fhould  from 
henceforward  behave  with  all  poffible  refpedl  and 
kindnefs  towards  one  another,  that  fo  it  mignt  appear 
to  all  the  world  they  had  hearts  difpofed  to  become 
one  people, 

§  XV.  As  the  Aft  of  Union  did  not  take  place  An.  1707. 
till  the  firft  of  May,  a  great  number  of  traders  in 
both  kingdoms  refolved  to  make  advantage  of  this 
inten-al.  The  Englifli  propofed  to  export  into  Scot- 
land fuch  commodities  as  entitled  them  to  a  draw- 
back, with  a  view  to  bring  them  back  after  the  firft 
of  May.  The  Scots,  on  the  other  hand,  as  their 
duties  were  much  lower  than  thofe  in  England,  in- 
tended to  import  great  quantities  of  wine,  brandy, 
and  other  merchandize,  which  they  could  fell  at  a 
greater  advantage  in  England  after  the  Union,  when 
there  would  be  a  free  intercourfe  between  the  two 
nations.  Some  of  the  minifters  had  embarked  in 
this  fraudulent  defign,  which  alarmed  the  merchants 
of  England  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  prefented  a  \ 
remonftrance  to  the  Commons.  Refolutions  were 
immediately  taken  in  the  Houfe  againft  thefe  prac- 
tices, and  a  bill  was  prepared  ;  but  the  Lords  appre- 
hending that  it  in  fome  meaJfure  infringed  the  arti- 
cles of  tlie  Union,  and  that  it  might  give  umbrage 
to  the  Scottifh  nation,  it  was  dropped.  The  frauds 
had  been  in  a  good  meafure  ppevented  by  the  previ- 
ous refolutions  of  the_  Houfe ;  and  the  firft  day  of 

•    ■  May 
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Boo  KMay  was  now  at  hand  j  fo  that  the  bill  was  thought 
^^^^^^/v^iinneceflary.  On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April 
x;©;.  the  Queen  prorogued  the  Pariiament,  after  having 
given  them  to  underftand,  that  fhe  would  continue 
by  proclamation  the  Lords  and  Commons  already 
aflembled,  as  members  in  the  firft  Britifh  Parliament 
on  the  part  of  England,  purfuant  to  the  powers 
veiled  in  her  by  the  a<^s  of  Parliatnent  of  both 
Kingdoms,  ratifying  the  treaty  of  Union.  The  Par- 
liament was  accordingly  revived  by  proclamation, 
and  another  ifliied  to  convoke  the  firil  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  twenty-thir^  day  of  06lober.. 
The  Scots  repaired  to  London,  where  they  were 
well  received  by  the  Queen,  who  bcftowed  the  title 
of  Duke  on  the  Earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Montrofe. 
She  likewife  granted  a  commiflion  for  a  new  Privy- 
council  in  that  kingdom,  to  be  in  force  till  the  next 
Seffion  of  Parliament,  that  the  nation  might  not  be 
difgufted  by  too  fudden  an  alteration  of  outward 
appearances.  The  firft  of  May  was  appointed  as  a 
day  of  publick  thankfgiving ;  and  congratulatory 
addrefles  were  fent  up  from  all  parts  of  England : 
but  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  prepared  no  compli- 
ment ;  and  the  Scots  were  wholly  filent  on  this 
occafion. 

§  XVL  In  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  the  Com- 
mons, in  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  defired  Ihc 
would  refettle  the  iflands  of  St.  Chriftopher*s 
and  Nevis  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  had  been 
ravaged  by  the  enemy.  They  likewife  rcfolved. 
That  an  humble  addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to  her 
Majefty,  praying,  ihe  would  concert  meafures  for 
fuppreffing  a  body  of  pirates  who  had  ftiade  a  fettlc- 
ment  on  the  Ifland  of  Madagafcar,  as  alfo  for  reco- 
vering and  preferving  the  ancient  pofleffions,  trade, 
and  fifheryin  Newfoimdland.  Hie  French  Refugees 
likewife  deUvered  a  remonftrance  to  the  Queen,  re- 
capitulating the  benefits  which  the  perfecuted  Pro- 
tcuants  in  France  had  reaped  from  me  affiftance  of 

her 
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htt  Royal  Progenitors,  acknowledging  their  ownCHAP. 
happincfs  in  living  under  her  gentle  government,  ^^^J[^;^^ 
among  a  oeople  l^y  whom  they  had  been  fo  kindly  1^07. 
entertained  wnen  driven  from  their  native  country ; 
and  imploring  hef  Majefty's  interpofition  and  good 
offices  in  favour  of  their  diftrefled  and  perfecuted 
brethren  abroad.  She  gracioufly  received  this  ad- 
drcfs,  declaring,  Ihe  had  always  great  compaflion 
for  the  unhappy  circumilances  of  the  Proteftants  in 
France :  that  (he  would  communicate  her  thoughts 
on  this  fubje6t  to  her  allies ;  and  fhe  exprelied  her 
hope  that  fuch  meafures  might  be  taken  as  fhould 
efFedhially  anfwer  the  intent  of  their  petition.  In 
the  montii  of  May  fhe  granted  an  audience  to  an 
Ambaiiador  Extraordinary  from  the  Czar  of  Mufcovjr, 
who  delivered  a  letter  from  his  Mailer,  containing 
complaints  of  King  Auguftus,  who  had  maltreated 
the  Ruffian  troops  fent  to  his  affiftance,  concluded 
a  dilhonourable  peace  with  Charles  King  of  Sweden, 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  aUics,  and  furrendered 
Count  Patkul,  the  Mufcovite  Minifter,  as  a  deferter, 
to  the  Swediffi  Monarch,  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  even  to  the  pradlice  of  barbarians.  He, 
therefore,  defired  her  Britannick  Majefty^  would  ufe 
her  good  offices  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Count, 
and  the  other  Ruffian  prifoners  detained  at  Stock- 
holm ;  and  that  (he  woiud  take  into  her  proteftion 
Ij^e  remsuns  of  the  Ruffian  auxiharies  upon  the  Rhine, 
tiiat  they  might  cither  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the 
Allies,  or  be  at  liberty  to  return  in  fafety  to  their 
own  country.  The  Queen  acSlually  interpofed  in 
behalf  of  Patkul :  but  her  interceffion  proved  in- 
ef{e6hial,  and  that  unhapipy  minifter  was  put  to  death 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  wanton  barbarity.  As 
many  fevere  and  farcaftick  writings  had  lately  ap- 
peared in  which  the  Whigs  and  miniftry  were  re- 
viled, and  refle6tions  hinted  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Queen's  perfon,  the  government  refolved  to  make 
examples  of  the  authors  and  publilhers  of  thefe  li- 
TOL.  tr.  .  I  centious 
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BOO  Kcentious  produ6lions.  Dr.  Jofcph  Browne  was  twice 
^^J^^  pilloried  for  a  copy  of  verfes,  intituled,  •^  The 
,707.  "  Country  Parfon's  Advice  to  the  Lord-Keeper," 
and  a  letter  which  he  afterwards  wrote  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Harley.  William  Stephens,  re<Slor  of  Sutton  in 
Surrey,  underwent  the  fame  fentence,  as  author  of 
a  pamphlet,  called,  "  A  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the 
<^  Memorial  of  the  Church  of  England."  Edward 
Ward  was  fined  and  fet  in  the  pillory,  for  having 
written  a  burlefque  poem  on  the  times,  under  the 
title  of  "  Hudibras  Redivivus,"  and  the  fame  punifh- 
ment  was  inflided  upon  William  Pittes,  author  of  a 
performance,  intituled,  ^^  The  Cafe  of  the  Church 
*^  of  England's  Memorial  fairly  ftated.** 

§  XVII.  The  Lower  Hdufe  of  Convocation  ftill 
•  .  continued  to  wrangle  with  their  fuperiors ;  and 
though  they  joined  the  Upper  Houfe  in  a  congratu- 
latory addrefe  to  the  Queen  on  the  fuccefs  of  her 
arms,  they  refolved  to  make  application  to  the  Com- 
mons againft  the  Union.  The  Queen  being  ap- 
prifed  of  their  defign,  defired  the  Archbifhop  to 
prorogue  them  for  three  weeks,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  whi^h  the  AS.  of  Union  had  pafled  in  Parlia- 
ment. The  Lower  Houfe  delivered  a  reprefentarion 
to  the  Biiho'ps,  in  which  they  affirmed,  no  fuch  pro- 
rogation had  ever  been  ordered  during  the  feffion  of 
Parliament.  The  Biihops  found  in  their  records 
feven  or  eight  precedents  of  fuch  prorogations,  and 
above  thirty  inflances  of  the  Convocation  having  fat 
fometimes  before,  and  fometimes  after  a  feffion  of 
Parliament :  nay,  fometimes  even  when  the  Parlia- 
ment was  diflblved.  The  Queen,  informed  of  thefe 
proceedings,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Archbifhop,  inti- 
mating, that  flie  looked  upon  the  Lower  Houfe  as 
guilty  of  an  invafion  of  her  Royal  Supremacy  ;  and 
that  if  any  thing  of  the  fame  nature  Ihould  be  at- 
tempted for  the  future,  fhe  would  ufe  fuch  means 
for  punifhing  offenders  as  the  law  warranted.  The 
Prolocutor  abfenting  himfelf  from  the  Convocation, 
6  ..       ■  the 
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the  Archbiftiop  pronounced  fcntence  of  contumacy  c  H  AF. 
againil:  him.     The  Lower  Houfe,  in  a  proteftation,     ^^' 
deckred  this  fentencc  unlawful  and  altogether  nulL^^^J^^J]*^"^ 
Neverthelefs,  the  Prolocutor  made  a  full  fubmiffion, 
with  which  the  Archbirtiop  was  fatisfied,  and  the 
fentence  was  repealed.  About  this  period  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland  was  appointed  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Hedges.     'This 
change  was   not    efFe(&ed  without  great  oppofition 
fix)m  Harley,  who  was  in  his  heart  an  enemy  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  all  his  adherents ;  and 
had  already,  by  his  fecret  intrigues,  made  confider- 
able  progrefs   in  a  fcheme  for  fuperfeding  the  in- 
fluence of  the  EKichefs. 

^  XVIII.    The   French  King    at    this  jundure 
feemed  to  be  entirely  abandoned  by  his  former  good 
fortune:     He  had  fuftained  fuch  a  number  of  fuc- 
ceffive  defeats  as  had  drained  his  kingdom  of  people, 
and  his  treafury  was  ahnoft  exhauiled.     He  endea- 
voured to  fupport  the  credit  of  his-  government  by 
ifluing  mint-Dills,  in  imitation  of  the  bank-notes  of 
England ;  but,  not^^ithllanding  all  his  precautions, 
they  pafled  at  a  difcount  of  three-and-fifty  per  cent. 
The  lands  lay  uncultivated  :  the  manufecftures  could 
be  no  longer  carried  on ;  and  the  fubjects  perifhed 
Avith  famine.    The  Allies,  on  the  other  hand,  feeAied 
to  profper  in  every  quarter.   Thiey  had  become  maf- 
ters  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Netherlands,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  victory  at  llamillies ;  the  army  of 
King  Charles  was  confiderably  reinforced  :  a  fcheme 
was  formed  for  the  conqueft  of  Toulon,  by  the  troops 
of  the  Emperor  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  fupplied 
with  a  large  fum  of  money  by  Queen  Anne,  and 
afiifted  by  the  combined  fleets  of  England  and  Hol- 
land, under  the  command  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel. 
In  a  word,  France   feemed  to    be   reduced  to  the 
verge  of  deftni<9ion,  from  which  nothing  in  all  pro- 
babihty  could  have  faved  her  but  the  jealoufy  and 
mifcondud  of  the  Confederates.     Louis,  by  virtue 
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B  o  o  Kof  his  capitulation  with  the  Emperor  in  Italy,  ww 
^*  enabled  to  fend  fuch  reinforcements  into  Spain,  as 
,707.  turned  the  fortune  of  the  war  in  that  country ;  while 
the  diftra6lions  in  the  council  of  King  Charles  pre- 
vented that  unanimity  and  concurrence,  without 
which  no  fuccefs  can  be  expeded.  The  Earl  of 
Peterborough  declared  againft  an  ofFenlivc  war,  on 
account  of  tlie  difficulty  of  finding  fubiiflence  in 
Caftile ;  and  advifed  Charles  to  trail  to  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Toulon.  This  opinion  he  fent  from 
Italy,  to  which  he  had  withdrawn. 

^  XIX.  Charles,  however,  was  perfuaded  to  pe- 
netrate once  more  to  Madrid,  and  give  battle  to  the. 
enemy  wherever  they  fliould  appear.  On  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  March  the  army  was  aflembled  at 
Caudcla,  to  the  number  of  fixteen  thoufond  men; 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Marquis  das  Minas,  to 
whom^ihe  Earl  of  Galway  was  fecond  in  command. 
They  marched  towards  Yecla,  and  undertook  the 
fiege  of  Vilena ;  but,  having  received  intelligence 
that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was  in  the  neighbournood, 
they  advanced  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  in  four 
columns  towards  the  town  of  Alrnanza,  where  the 
enemy  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  their  num«- 
ber  being  confiderably  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Con- 
federates. The  battle  began  about  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  the  whole  front  of  each  army  was  fiilly 
engaged.  The  Englifli  and  Dutch  fquadrons  on  the 
left,  luftaincd  by  the  Portuguefe  iiorfe  of  the  fecond 
line,  were  overpowered  after  a  gallant  refiftance. 
The  centre,  coniifting  chieily  of  battalions  fixMn 
Great-Britain  and  Holland,  obliged  the  enemy  to 
^ve  way,  and  drove  their  firft  upon  their  fecond 
line  :  but  the  Portuguefe  cavalry  on  the  right  being 
broken  at  the  firft  charge,  their  foot  betook  them- 
felves  to  flight;  fo  that  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  tro^s 
being  left  naked  on  the  flanks,  were  fiuroimded  and 
attacked  on  every  fide.  In  this  dreadfol  emergency 
they  formed  themfelves  intp  a  fquare,   and  retired 
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ffom  the  field  of  battle.  By  this  time  the  men  werec  hap, 
quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  and  all  their  ammunition^^[^^^ 
exhaufled :  they  were  ignorant  of  the  country,  aban-  ,707. 
(koned  by  their  horfe,  deftitute  of  provifion,  and  cut 
off  from  all  hope  of  fupply..  Moved  by  thefe  dif- 
mal  confiderations  they  capitulated,  and  lurrendered 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  thir- 
teen battalions.  The  Portuguefe,  and  part  of  the 
Englifh  horfe,  with  the  infantry  that  guarded  the 
baggage,  retreated  to  Alcira,  where  they  were  joined 
by  the  Earl  of  Galway.  with  about  five-and-twenty 
hundred  dragoons  whicii  he  had  brought  from  the 
field  of  battle.  About  three  thoufand  men  of  the 
allied  army  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  among 
that  number  Brigadier  Killigrew,  with  many  officers 
of  diiiindlion.  The  Earl  of  Galway,  who  charged 
in  perfon  at  the  head  of  Guifcard's  dragoons,  re- 
ceived two  deep  cuts  in  the  face.  The  R&rquis  das 
Minas  was  run  through  the  arm,  and  faw  his  con- 
cubine, who  fought  in  the  habit  of  an  Amazon, 
killed  by  his  fide  :  the  Lords  Tyrawley,  Mark  Ker, 
and  Colonel  Glayton,  were  wounded ;  all  their  artil- 
lery, together  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  colours 
and  fi^mdards,  and  about  ten  thoufand  men,  were 
taken ;  fo  that  no  vi6lory  could  be  more  complete : 
yet  it  was  not  purchafed  without  the  lofs  of  two 
thoufand  men  flain  in  the  a6tion,  including  fome 
officers  of  eminence.  The  Duke  of  Berwick,  who 
commanded  the  troops  6f  King  Philip,  acquired  a 
great  addition  of  fame  by  his  condu6l  and  behaviour 
before  and  during  the  engagement :  but  his  autho- 
rity was  fuperfeded  by  die  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  ar- 
rived in  the  army  immediately  after  the  battle.  This 
Prince  feemed  to  entertain  fome  private  views  of  his 
own ;  for  he  took  no  eife<Slual  fiep  to  improve  the 
victory.  He  began  a  private  negociation  with  the 
Eart  of  Galway,  during  which  the  two  armies  lay 
inaiStive  on  the  banks  of  the  Cmca ;  and  he  con- 
cluded the  campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Lerida,  which 
2  was 
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BOO  Kwas  furrendered  by  capitulation  on  the  fccond  day 
^^^^^J_^of  November  :  then  th^  troops  on  both  fides  went 
,70;.  into  winter-quarters.  The  Earl  of  Galvvay  and  the 
Marquis  das  Minas  embarked  at  Barcelona  for  Lif- 
bon,  and  General  Carpenter  remained  commander 
of  the  Englifh  forces  quartered  in  Catalonia^  which 
was  now  the  only  part  of  Spain  that  remained  to 
King  Charles. 

^  XX.  The  attempt  upon  Toulon  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  and  Prince  Eugene  might  have  fueceeded, 
if  the  Emperor,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  re- 
monllrances  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  had  not  divided 
his  army  in  Italy,  by  detaching  a  confiderable  body- 
through  the  Ecclefiaftical  State  towards  Naples,  of 
which  he  took  pofleffion  without  any  difficulty. 
Befides,  ten  thoufand  recruits  deflined  for  the  Im- 
perial forces  in  Italy  were  detained  in  Germany, 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  who 
remained  in  Saxony,  and  feemed  to  be  upon  very 
indifferent  terms  with  the  Emperor.  With  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fleets,  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  and  Prince  Eugene  pafTed  the  Var*  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  July,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
thirty  thoufaftd  men,  and  marched  directly  towards 
Toulon,  whither  the  artillery  and  ammunition  were 
conveyed  on  board  of  the  combined  fquadrons. 
The  French  King  was  extremely  alarmed  at  this  at- 
tempt, as  five  thoufand  pieces  of  cannon,  vaft  ma- 
gazines, and  the  beil  part  of  his  fieet^  were  in  the 

•  Thit  paffrfgc  was  eff.6led  to  the  aftoniilimert  of  the  French,  who 
thought  rhe  wurks  thty  had  raited  on  that  river  were  imK*g"i»l>'*» 
The  honour  of  the  enterprize  w3$  io  a  great  meafiirc  owing  to  the 
gallantry  of  Sir  John  Nonis  and  the  Englifli  Jeaintn.  That  biavc 
officer,  enibajking  in  boats  with  fix  hundred  Uilors.  and  marrnts,  cn-> 
tcred  the  river,  and  were  rowed  within  inufki  Hiot .  of  the  enemy's 
works,  where  they  made  (uch  a  vigorous  and  un»-X|i«:c)etl  atuck,  »h.it 
th€  French  were  immediately  driven  from  purt  of  their  entrenehmenis  ^ 
then  Sir  John  landed  with  his  men,  clambcicd  over  the  wyiks  that 
were  deemed  inaccclTible,  ar.d  attacking  the  titfsnil.n's  fword  in  hai;i'j 
compelled  them  t;)  fly  with  tlie  uimoft  prccipitatfon.  This  detachment 
was  fuftiincd  by  Sir  Cloudtfley  Shovtl  in  perfor.  The  Duke  of  Savoy, 
taking  advantage  of  the  enemy's  cgnftemaiiun,  pafTcd  the  river  aim  oft 
without  oppofition.  '  -     ' 

•    harbour 
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harbour  of  Toulon,  and  ran  the  greatcft  rifque  of  c  H  A  t. 
being  entirely  taken  or  deftroyed.    The  whole  king-^^^^j 
dom  of  France  was  filled  with  conflernation,  when^^^JJ^^ 
they  found  their  enemies  were  in  the  bofom  of  their 
country.     The  Monarch  refolved  to  leave  no  fton^ 
unturned  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  and  his  fubjedls 
exerted  themfelvcs  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner 
for  its  prefervation.     The  nobility  of  the  adjacent 

Erovinces  armed  their  fervants  and  tenants,  at  the 
ead  of  whom  they  marched  into  the  city :  they 
coined  their  plate,  and  pawned  their  jewels  for  mo- 
ney to  pay  the  workmen  employed  upon  the  fortifi- 
cations ;  and  fuch  induftry  was  ufed,  that  in  a  few 
days  the  town  and  harbour,  which  had  been  greatly 
neglc6ted,  were  put  in  a  good  pofture  of  defence. 
The  Allies  took  pofleflion  of  the  eminences  that 
commanded  the  aty,  and  the  ordnance  being  landed, 
cre6led  batteries.  From  thefe  they  began  to  can- 
nonade and  bombard  the  city,  while  the  fleet  at- 
tacked and  reduced  two  forts  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Mole,  and  co-operated  in  the  fiege  with  their  great 
guns  and  bomb-ketches.  The  garrifon  was  nume- 
rous, and  defended  the  place  with  great  vigour." 
They  funk  (hips  in  the  entrance  to  the  Mole  :  they 
kept  up  a  prodigious  fire  from  the  ramparts :  they 
made  defperate  fallies,  and  even  drove  the  befiegers 
from  one  of  their  pofts  with  great  flaughter.  The 
French  King,  alarmed  at  this  defign  of  his  enemies, 
ordered  troops  to  march  towards  Toulon  from  all 
parts  of  his  dominions.  He  countermanded  the 
forces  that  were  on  their  route  to  improve  the  vic- 
tory of  Almanza :  a  great  part  of  the  army  under 
Villars  on  the  Rhine  was  detached  to  Provence,  and 
the  Court  of  Verfailles  declared,  that  the  Duke  of 
Bm-gundy  fhould  march  at  the  head  of  a  llrong 
army  to  the  i;elief  of  Toulon.  The  Duke  of  Savoy 
being  ^prifed  of  thefe  preparations,  feeing  no  hope 
of  rcducmg  the  place,  and  being  apprchenfive  that 

his 
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B  o  o  Khis  paflage  would.be  intercepted,  refolved  to^  abaa* 
^Jv^don  his  enterprize.  The  artillety  being  re-embarked, 
,,c7.  with  the  fick  and  wounded,  he  decamped  in  the 
night,  under  favour  of  a  terrible  bombardmeht  and 
cannonading  from  the  Engliih  fleet,  and  retreated 
to  his  own  country  without  moleftation.*  Then  he 
undertook  the  reduction  of  Sufa,  the  garrifon  of 
which  furrendered  at  difcrction.  By  this  conqueft 
he  not  only  fecured  the  key  to  his  own  domi- 
nions, but  sdfo  opened  to  himfelf  a  free  paflage  into 
Dauphinee. 

§  aXI.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  having  left  a  fqua- 
dron  with  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  for  the  Mediterranean 
fervice,  fet  fail  for  England  with  the  reft:  of  the 
fleet,  and  was  in  foundings  on  the  twenty-fecond 
day  of  06tober.  About  eight  o'clock  at  night  his 
own  fliip,  the  Aflbciation,  llruek  upon  the  rocks 
of  Scilly,  and  periflied  with  every  perfon  on  board. 
This  was  likewife  the  fate  of  the  Eagle  and  the 
Romney:  the  Firebrand  was  dafhed  in  pieces  on 
the  rocks ;  but  the  Captain  and  four-and-twenty 
men  faved  themfelves  in  the  boat :  the  Phcenix  was 
driven  on  fliore  :  the  Royal  Anne  was  iaved  by  the 
prefence  of  mind  and  luicommon  dexterity  of  Sir 
George  Byng  and  his  ofiicers  :  the  St.  George,  com- 
manded by  Lord  Durfley,  ftmck  upon  the  rocks^ 
but  a  wave  fet  her  afloat  again.  The  Admiral's 
body,  being  caft:  afliore,  was  flripped  and  buried  in 
the  fand ;  but  afterwards  difcovered  and  brought 
into  Plymouth,  from  whence  it  was  conveyed  to 
London,  and  interred  in  Weftminfter-Abbey,  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  was  born  of  mean  parentage  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk;  but  raifed  himfelf  to  the 
chip f  command  at  fea,  by  his  induftry,  valour,  fldll, 

^  Htd  the  pake  of  Savoy  marched  with  expedition  from  the  Var, 
he  would  have  found  Toulon  defencclefs  i  hut  he  lingered  in  fuch  a 
manner  at  gives  reafon  to  believe  be  was  not  hearty  in  the  enterprize; 
'And  his  operations  were  retarded  by  a  difference  between  him  and  his 
linrman  Prince  Eugene. 

and 
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and  integrity.   On  the  Upper  Rhine  the  Allies,  werec  H  a  ?• 
unprofporous.*     The  Prince  of  Baden  was  dead,     ix» 
and  the  Genxmn  army  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  conld^'"''"''^ 
not  defend  the  lines  of  Buhl  againfl  the  Marefchal 
de  Villars,  who  broke  through  this  work,  eileemed 
the  rampart  of  Germany,  reduced  Raftadt,  defeated 
a  body  of  horfe,  laid  the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg  un- 

*  In  the  month  of  May  thrte  ihips  of  the  line,  namely,  the  Royil 
Oak>  of  fcventy-fix  guns,  commanded  by  Commodore  Baton  Wvlde; 
the  Grafton,  of  feventy  guns»  Captain  Edward  A£ion  |  and  the 
Hampton- Courty  of  feventy  guns,  Captain  George  Clements,  failed 
as  convoy  to  the  Weft>India  and  Portugal  €eet  of  merchant-fliipsy. 
amounting  to  five-and-fifty  fail.  They  tell  in  with  the  Dunkirk 
fquadron,  confifting  of  ten  ihips  of  war,  one  frigate,  and  four  priva* 
teers,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Forbin.  A  furiou*  a6lion  im« 
nedtatriy  enfued,  and  notwithftanding  the  vaft  difpropertion  lA  point 
of  Dumber,  was  maintained  by  the  Enelifli  Commcndore  wiih  great 
gallantry,  until  Captain  AAon  was  killed.  Captain  Clements  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  the  Grafton  and  Hampton-Court  were  taken,  af* 
ter  baving  funk  the  Salisbury,  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  French  i 
then  the  Commodore,  having  eleven  feet  water  in  his  hold,  difengaged 
bimfelf  from  the  enemy,  by  whom  he  bad  been  furroundcd,  and 
no  hit  ihip  aground  near  Duageneflfe )  but  ihe  afterwards  floated,  and 
be  brought  her  fafe  into  the  Downs.  In  the  mean  time  the  Frencb 
frigate  and  privateers  made  prize  of  twenty-one  Engliih  merchant* 
ihips  of  great  value,  which,  with  the  Grafton  and  Hampton-Court^ 
Forbin  conveyed  in  triumph  to  Dunkirk*  In  July  the  fame  aAive 
officer  took  fifteen  Ihips  beloning  to  the  Ruflian  company,  off  tbo 
coaft  of  Lapland  i  In  September  he  joined  another  fqoadron  fitted  out 
at  Brdk  under  the  command  of  the  celebrated  M.  du  Guai  Trouin* 
and  tbefe  attacked,  off  the  Lizard,  the  convoy  of  the  Portugal  fleet* 
confifting  of  the  Cumberland,  Captain  Richard  Edwards,  of  cigbtjf 
gont}  the  Devon  fliire,  of  eighty}  the  Royal  Oak,  of  feventy- fix  j  the 
Cbefter  and  Ruby,  of  fifty  guns  each.  Though  the  French  iquadron 
did  not  fall  fliort  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,  the  Englifli  Capuina 
maintaaed  the  action  for  many  hours  with  furprisiag  valour.  At  lengtk 
the  Devonihire  waa  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperior  numbers;  the  Cum- 
berland blew  up :  the  Chefter  and  Ruby  were  taken}  the  Ropl  Oak 
fought  her  way  through  the  midft  of  her  enemies,  and  arrived  lafe  ia 
the  harbour  of  Kinfalej  and  the  Liibon  fleet  (aved  thcmielves,  by 
making  the  beft  of  their  way  during  the  engagement.  Since  tKa 
battle  off  Malaga  the  French  King  had  never  dared  to  keep  the  toL 
with  a  large  fleet,  but  carried  on  a  kind  of  piratical  war  of  tbi»  fort 
in  order  to  diftrefs  the  trade  of  England .  He  was  the  more  encouraged 
to  purfue  tbefe  meafures,  by  the  'correfpondence  which  his  minifters 
carried  oa  with  (bme  wretches  belonging  to  the  admiralty,  and  the 
other  officers,  who  bafely  betrayed  their  country  in  tranfmitting  to 
France  fuch  intelligence  concerning  the  convoys  appointed  for  the 
prottdlibn  of  commerce,  as  enabled  the  enemy  to  attack  them  at  ad« 
vantage.  In  the  coorfe  of  this  year  the  Fitnch  Fifliery»  ftagcsy  Adps, 
and  veffels  in  Newfoundland  were  taken,  burned>  aad  de£foyed,  by 
Captain  John  Underdown,  of  the  Faiklaod. 

cUx 


1707* 


121  HISTORY   OF    El^GLAND. 

BO  OKder  contribution,  took  Stutgard  ^and  Schomdorf; 
and  routed  three  thoufand  Germans  entrenched  at 
Lorch,  under  the  command  of  General  Janus,  who 
was  made  prifoner.  In  all  probability,  this  adtivc 
officer  would  have  made  great  progrefs  towards  the 
rcftoration  of  the  Ele6lor  of  Bavaria,  had  not  he 
been  obliged  to  flop  in  the  middle  of  his  career,  in 
confequence  of  his  army's  being  diminilhed  by  fend- 
ing off  detachments  to  Provence.  The  Imperial 
army  retired  towards  Hailbron,  and  the  command 
of  it  was,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Emperor  and  Allies, 
nffiimed  by  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  who  reftored 
military  difcipline,  and  adled  with  uncommon  pru- 
dence and  circumfpe6lion :  but  he  had  not  force  fuf- 
ficient  to  undertake  any  enterprize  of  importance. 

§  XXII.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  fet  out  from  the  Hague  for  Lcipfick 
with  a  letter  from  the  Queen  to  Charles  XII.  of  Swe- 
den, whofe  defigns  were  ftill  fo  myfterious,  that  the 
Confederates  could  not  help  being  alarmed  at  his 
being  in  the  heart  of  Germany.  The  Duke  was 
Pitched  upon  as  the  mod  proper  Ambaflador,  to 
loothe  his  vanity  and  penetrate  into  his  real  inten- 
rion.*  He  found  this  original  chara<fter,'  not  Am- 
ple, but  fordid  in  his  appearance  and  oBConomy, 
lavage  in  his  deportment,  ferocious,  illiterate,  ftub- 
born,  implacable,  and  referved.  The  Englifh  Ge- 
neral aflailed  him  on  the  fide  of  his  vanity,  the  only 
part  by  which  he  was  acceffible,  *^  Sire,  feid  1ie, 
"  I  prefent  to  your  Majefty  a  letter,  not  from  the 
*'  Chancery,  but  from  the  heart  of  the  Queen  my 
*'  miiirefs,  and  written  with  her  own  hand.     Had. 

•  When  the  Duke  arrived  in  bit  coach  at  the  quartert  of  Count 
Pipffi  of  whoiif  he  had  demanded  an  audience,  he  was  given  to  under* 
ftanj  that  'the  Count  was  bufy,  and  obliged  to  wait  half  an  hoUr  be- 
fore the  Swedifh  minifter  came  down  to  receive  him.  Wheti  he  ap- 
peared at  lad,  the  Duke  alighted  from  his  coach,  put  on  his  hat,  pafled 
the  Count  without  faluting  him,  and  went  afidc  to  the  wall,  where 
having  ft^id  tdiM  time,  be  returnedi^  Mid  accofted  htm  with  the  moft 
pdlitc  adilrefi. 


1707. 


A    N    N    K.  123 

*'  not  her  fex  prevented  her  from  taking  fo  long  ac  hap. 
*^  journey,  flie  would  have  croHed  the  fea  to  fee  a  JX. 
"  Fxince  admired  by  the  whole  univerfe.  I  eftecm'' 
*'  myfelf  happy  in  having  the  honour  of  aflliring 
**  your  Majeily  of  my  regard ;  and  I  Ihould  think 
*^  it  a  great  happinefs,  if  my  affairs  would  allow  me, 
'^  to  learn  under  fo  great  a  general  as  your  Majefty, 
**  what  I  want  to  know  in  the  art  of  war."  Charles 
was  pleafed  with  this  overftrained  compliment,  which 
feems  to  have  been  calculated  for  a  raw,  unintelli- 
gent barbarian,  unacquainted  with  the  characters  of 
mankind.  He  profefled  particular  veneration  for 
Queen  Anne,  as  well  as  for  the  perfon  of  her  Am- 
baflador,  and  declared  he  would  take  no  Heps  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  grand  alliance.  Neverthelefs, 
the  fincerity  of  this  declaration  has  been  queftioned. 
The  French  Court  is  faid  to  have  gained  over  his 
minifter.  Count  Piper,  to  their  intereft.  Certain  it 
is,  he  induftrioufly  fought  occaiion  to  quarrel  with 
the  Emperor,  and  treated  him  with  great  infolence, 
until  he  fubmitted  to  all  his  demand?.  The  treaty 
being  concluded  upon  the  terms  he  thought  proper 
to  impofe,  he  had  no  longer  the  lead  ihadow  of 
{pretence  to  continue  his  dilputes  with  the  Court  of 
Vienna ;  and  therefore  began  his  march  for  Poland, 
which  was  by  this  time  over-run  by  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy. 

§  XXIII.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  returning 
from  Saxony,  aflembled  the  allied  army  at  Ander- 
lach  near  Bmflels,  about  the  middle  of  May;  and, 
underftanding  that  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  and  the 
Duke  de  Vcndome,  who  commanded  the  French 
forces  bad  quitted  their  lines,  he  advanced  to 
3oignies,  with  a  defign  to  engage  them  in  the  plain 
of  Pleurus.  But  receiving  certain  intelligence,  that 
the  enemy  were  greatly  fuperior  to  the  Allies  in 
nunnfber,  by  the  help  of  drafts  from  all  thie  garri- 
fons,  he  retreated  towards  Bruilels,  and  took  poft 
at  Mildeit ;  while  the  French  advanced  to.  Gem- 

blours. 
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BOOK  blours.  Both  armies  lay  inadlive  until  the  enemy 
fent  ofF  a  large  detachment  towards  Provence,  Then 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  General  D'Auvcr- 
querque  refolyed  to  attack  them  in  their  fortified 
camp  at  Gemblours.  But  they  retreated  with  fuch 
celenty  from  one  poft  to  another,  that  the-O^nfede- 
rates  could  not  come  up  with  them  luitjl  they  were 
fafely  encamped  with  the  right  at  Pdnt-a-Trefin, 
and  their  left  under  the  cannon  ^f  Lifle^  covered 
v^ith  the  river  Scheldt,  and  fecured  by  entrench- 
ments. The  Allies  chofe  their  camp  at  Helchin, 
and  foraged  under  the  cannon  of  Toumay,  within  a 
league  of  th^  enemy:  but  nothing  could  induce 
them  to  hazard  an  engagement ;  and  both  armies 
went  into  winter-quarters  in  the  latter  end  of  06lo- 
ber.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  fet  out  for  Franck- 
fort,  where  he  conferred  with  the  Eledors  of  Mentz^ 
Hanover,  and  Palatine,  about  the  operations  of  the 
next  campaign:  then  he  returned  to  the  Hague,  and 
having  concerted  the  neceflary  meafures  with  the 
Deputies  of  the  States-General,  embarked  for  £ng* 
land  in  the  beginning  of  November. 

^  XXIV.  The  Queen's  private  favour  was  now 
ihifted  to  a  new  obje6t.  The  Duchefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough was  fupplanted  by  Mrs.  Mafham,  her  own 
idniwoman,  whom  (he  had  refcued  from  indigence 
and  obfcurit)'.  This  favourite  fucceeded  to  that 
afcendancy  over  the  mind  of  her  Sovereign  which  the 
Duchefs  had  formely  pofTefled.  She  was  more 
humble,  pliable,  and  obliging,  than  her  firft  patro- 
Tiefs^  who  had  played  the  tyrant,  and  thwarted  the 
Queen  in  fome  of  her  mod  refpeded  maxims.  Her 
Majefty's  prepoileilion  in  favour  of  the  Tories  and 
High-churchmen  was  no  longer  infolendy  con- 
denmed^  and  violently  oppofed.  The  new  confi- 
dante conformed  to  all  her  prejudices,  and  encou- 
raged all  her  defigns  with  afient  and  approbation. 
In  pohtical  intrigues  fhe  aded  as  aflbciate,  or  rather 
auxiliary,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Harley,  who  had  infinu«» 

ated 


ANNE. 


125 


17C7. 


mted  himfelf  into  the  Queen's  good  graces:  and  de-c  H  a  p. 
tennined  to  lap  the  credit  of  t£c  Duke  of  Marlbo-  _^ 
rou^  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  His  aim  was  to^ 
unite  the  Tory  interell  under  his  own  aufpices^  and 
expel  the  Whigs  from  the  advantages  they  poflefled 
under  the  government.  His  chief  coadjutor  in  this 
fcheme  was  Henry  St,  John,  afterwards  Lord  Bo- 
iingbroke,  a  man  of  warm  imagination  and  elegant 
tafte,  penetrating,  eloquent,  ambitious,  and  enter* 
prifing,  whofe  talents  were  rather  fpecious  than  fo-* 
lid,  and  whofe  principles  were  loofe  and  fludhiating. 
He  was  at  firft  contented  to  a£i:  in  an  inferior  capa- 
city, fubfervient  to  the  defigns  of  the  Secretary:  but, 
when  h«  underftood  the  fiill  extent  of  his  own  parts 
and  influence,  he  was  fired  with  the  ambition  of 
eclipling  his  principal,  and  from  the  fphere  of  his 
minifler  raifed  himfelf  to  the  character  of  his  rival. 
Thefe  politicians,  with  the  aliiitance  of  Sir  Simon 
Harcourt,  a  colleague  of  uncommon  abiUty  and 
credit,  exerted  their  endeavours  to  rally  and  recon- 
cile the  difunited  Tories,  who  were  given  to  under- 
fland,  diat  the  Queen  could  no  longer  bear  the 
tyranny  of  the  Whigs :  that  fhe  had  been  always  a 
friend  in  her  heart  to  the  Tory  and  High-church 
party;  and  that  fhe  would  now  exhibit  manifef): 
pr€X>f  of  her  inclination.  She  accordingly  bellowed 
the  bifhopricks  of  Chefler  and  Exeter  upon  Sir 
William  t)awes  and  Dr.  Blackall,  who,  though 
otherwife  of  unblembifhed  charadters,  had  openly 
condemned  the  revolution. 

^  XXV.  The  people  in  general  began  to  be  lick 
of  the  Whig  miniftry,  whom  they  had  formerly  ca- 
refTed.  To  them  they  imputed  the  burthens  imder 
which  they  groaned;  burthenswhich  they  had  hitherto 
been  animated  to  bear  by  the  pomp  of  triumph  and 
uninterrupted  fuccefs.  At  prefent  they  were  difcou- 
laged  by  the  battle  of  Almanza,  the  mifcarriage  of 
the  expedition  againfl  Toulon,  the  lofs  of  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel^  and  the  hit  of  four  fhips  of  th» 
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BOO  Kline,  deftroyed  or  taken  by  a  fquadron  under  the 
i-_    command  of  Meflicurs  Forbin  and  Du  Guai  Trouin^ 
'two  of  the  moft  enterprixing  fea-officers  in  the  French 
fervice.     No  new  advantage  had  been  obtained  in 
the  Netherlands :  France,  inftead  of  Unking  under 
the  weight  of  the  confederacy,  feemed  to  rife  with 
frefh  vigour   from   every  overthrow :    the   Englilh 
traders  had  lately  fuftained  repeated  lofles  for  want 
of  proper  convoys :  the  coin  of  the  nation  was  vifi- 
bly  diminifhed;    and  the  publick  credit  began  to 
decline.    The  Tories  did  not  fail  to.  inculcate  and 
exaggerate  thefe  caufes  of  difcontent,  and  the  nii- 
niftry  were  too  remifs  in  taking  proper  fteps  for  the 
fatisfa<ftion  of  the  nation,     Inftead  of  foothing  by 
gentle  meafures,  and  equal  adminiftration,  the  Scots, 
who  had  exprdled  fuch  averfion  to  the  Union,  they 
treated  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ferved  to  exafpe- 
rate  the  fpirits  of  that  people.     A  flop  was  put  to 
their  whole  commerce  for  two  months  before  it  was 
diverted  into  the  new  channel.  Three  months  elapfed 
before  the  equivalent  was  remitted  to  that  kingdom, 
and  it  was  afterwards  applied  to  the  moft  ihamefiil 
partiality.      Seizures  of  wines   and  other  mercfaan-* 
dife  imported  from  thence  into  England,  were  made 
in  all  tne  northern  parts  with  aa  atte6lation  of  fevp- 
rity  and  difdain  :  fo  that  the  generahty  of  the  Scot-* 
tifh  nation  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  Uniori  and 
the  Government.      The   Jacobites  were    again    in 
commotion.      They  held  conferences  :   they  maiA-^ 
tained  a  correfpondence  with  the  Court  of  St.  Ger^ 
main's :   a  great  number  of  the  moft  rigid  Whigs 
entered  fo  far  into  their  meafures,  as  to  think  a' Re-- 
volution  was  absolutely  necefiary  to  receive  the  .liber- 
ties; independence,  and  commerce  of  their.country  : 
the  Pretender's  birth-day  was  publickly  celebrated 
in  many  different  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  everjr 
thing  feemed  to  portend  an  univerfal  revolt.     Ire- 
land continued  quiet  under  the  adminiftration  of  the 
£arl  of  Pembroke,  whom^  the  Queen  had  appointed 

Lord- 


ANNE.  lay 

Lord4icateiumt  of  that  kingdom.     A  PafliamentCHAP, 
haring  met  at  Dublin  in  the  month  of  July,  pre*     ^^• 
fented  addreifes  of  congratulation  to  her  Majefty  on^^J^^ 
the  late  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms.     The  Cfom* 
mons  having  infpeAed  the  publick  accounts,  refolved, 
That  the  kingdom  had  been  put  to  exceflive  charge^ 
by  means  of  great  arrears  of  rent  returned  by  the  late 
truitees,  as  due  out  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  which 
returns  were  falfe  and  unjuft ;  and,  That  an  humble 
reprcfentation  (hould  be  laid  before  her  Majefty  on 
this  fubjecft.     They  pafled  another  laudable  refolu-* 
tion  in  favour  of  their  own   manufiwSlures.     They 
granted  the  neceflary  fupplies,  and  having  finilhed 
leveral  bills  for  the  Royal  aflent,  were  prorogued  bn. 
the  t\^'enty-ninth  day  of  Odober. 

^  XXVI.  It  was  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  fame 
month,  that  the  firft  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
aflemblcd  at  Weftminftcr,  when  the  Queen  in  her 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  palliated  the  nufcaniages  in 
Provence  and  in  Spain  :  reprefented  the  neceffity  of 
making  further  eflbrts  againft  the  common  enemy; 
and  exhorted  them  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft 
thofe  who  endeavoured  to  fow  jealouiies  in  the  com- 
monwealth. The  Commons  in  their  addrefs,  ex- 
preiled  the  continuance  of  their  former  zeal  and 
devotion  to  her  Majefty's  government :  but,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  expatiated 
upon  the  fcarcity  of  money,  the  decay  of  trade,  and 
the  mifmanagement  of  the  navy.  He  was  feconded 
by  Lord  Somers,  and  the  leaders  of  the  Tory  party, 
who  propofed,  that,  previous  to  every  meafure,  they 
fhould  confider  the  Itate  of  the  nation.  The  deiign 
of  Wharton  and  Somers,  was  toraife  the  Earl  of 
Orford  once  more  to  the  head  of  the  admiralty;  and^ 
the  Tories,  who  did  not  perceive  their  drift,  hoped, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  inquiry,  to  fix  the  blame  of  all 
mifmanagement  upon  the  Whig  minifters.  A  day 
being  fixed  for  this  examination,  the  Houfe  received 
a  petition  from  the  iherifFs  and  merchants  of  Lon- 
dcm,  complaining  of  great  lofles  by  fea,   for  want 
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BOO  Kof  cruifers  ahd  convoys ;  and  the  complaints  wer6 
proved  by  witnefles.  The  report  was  fent  to  the 
Lord-Admiral,  who  anfwered  all  the  articles  fepa- 
rately :  then  the  Tories  nu)ved  for  an  addrefs,  in 
which  the  blame  of  the  mifcarriages  might  be  laid 
upon  the  miniftry  and  cabinet-council:  but  the  mo- 
tion was  over-ruled:  the  Queen  was  prefented  with 
a  bare  reprefentation  of  the  fadts,  and  delired  that 
ihe  would  take  the  proper  meafures  for  preventing 
fuch  evils  for  the  future.  The  Commons  made  fome 
progrefs  in  an  inquiry  of  the  fame  nature;  and 
brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the  trade  of 
the  kingdom.  They  chearfuUy  granted  the  liipplies 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  They  prepared 
another  bill  for  repealing  the  Scottiih  AS.  of  Secu- 
rity, and  that  about  peace  and  war,  which  had  ex- 
cited fuch  jealoufy  in  the  Englilh  nation.  They 
rcfolved,  That  there  fhould  be  but  one  privy-councU 
in  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain :  That  the  militia 
of  Scodand  fhould  be  put  on  the  fame  footing 
with  that  of  England :  That  the  powers  of  the  juflices 
of  tiie  peace  fhould  be  the  fame  through  the  whole 
ifland  :  That  the  Lords  of  Jufticiary  in  Scotland 
fhould  go  circuits  twice  in  the  year:  That  the  writs 
for  eleoiing  Scottilh  members  to  fervein  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  fhould  be  dire6led,  and  returns  made, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  praitifed  in  Elngland.  An 
z&  being  formed  on  theic  refolutions,  they  brought 
in  a  bill  for  preferving  the  trade  with  Portugal :  then 
they  confidered  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  Spain. 

§  XXVIL  When  the  Queen  palled  thefe  bills, 
ihe  recommended  an  augmentation  in  the  aids  and 
auxiliaries  granted  to  tlie  King  of  Spain  and  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.  This  intimation  produced  a  de- 
bate in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  affairs  of  Spain. 
The  fervices  of  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  were  ex- 
toHed  by  the  Earl  of  Rochefter  and  Lord  Hayer- 
iham^  who  levelled  fome  oblique  reflections  at  the 
Earl  of  Galway,     Several  Lords  enlarged  upon  the 
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neccffity  of  carrying  on  the  war  until  King  Charles  CH  AF. 
Ihould  be  fully  eflablifhed  upon  the  throne  of  Spain.  _JP^;^^ 
The  Earl  of  Peterborough  faid  they  ought  to  contri-  ^^j. 
bute  nine  fhillings  in  the  pound  rather  than  make 
peace  on  any  other  terms  :  ne  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  return  to  Spain,  and  ferve  eren  under  the  Earl  of 
Gaflway.  The  Earl  of  Kochefter  repeated  a  maxim 
of  the  old  Duke  of  Schomberg,  That  attacking 
France  in  the  Netherlands  was  like  taking  a  bull  by 
the  horns.  He  therefore  propofed,  that  the  Allies 
ihould  ftandon  the  defenuve  in  Flanders,  and  .de- 
tach from  thence  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  men  into 
Catalonia.  He  was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of  Not* 
tingham ;  but  warmly  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  urged,  that  the  great  towns  in 
Brabant  which  he  had  conquered  could  not  be  pre- 
ferved  without  a  coniiderable  number  of  men ;  and 
that  if  the  French  fhould  gain  any  advantage  in 
flanders  from  their  fuperiority  in  point  of  number^ 
the  difcontented  party  in  Holland,  which  was  very 
numerous,  and  bore  with  impatience  the  burthen  of 
the  war,  would  not  fail  crying  aloud  for  peace.  Be«* 
ing  challenged  by  Rocheiler  to  (how  how  troops 
,  could  be  procured  for  the  fendce  of  Italy,  and  Spain, 
he  ^Hured  the  Houfe,  that  meafures  had  been  already 
concerted  with  the  Emperor,  .for  forming  an  army 
of  forty  thoufand  men  under  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
for  fending  powerful  fuccours  to  King  Charles. 
This  declaration  linilhed  the  debate,  which  iffued 
in  an  aiFedtionate  addrefs  to  her  Majefty.  The 
Xx>rds  refolved,  that  no  peace  could  be  fafe  and 
honourable  for  her  Majefty  and  her  allies,  if  Spain 
and  the  Spanilh  Weft-Indies  were  fuffered  to  con- 
tinue in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  They 
prefented  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  deftred  fhe  would 
prefs  the  Emperor  to  fend  powerful  fuccours  to 
Spain  \mder  the  command  of  Prince  Eugene,  with 
all  poiiible  expedition  to  make  good  his  contrail 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  ftrengthen  thQ  army 
voi:-.  lU  K  on 
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.BOO  son  the  Rhine,  which  was  now  happily  put  under  the 
^*  condudl  of  that  wife  and  valiant  Prince,  the  Elector 
,y^j.  of  Hanover.  The  Commons  concurred  in  this  re- 
monftrance,  in  confequcnce  of  which  the  Queen 
defired  the  Emperor  to  beftow  the  command  in  Spain  . 
upon  Prince  Eugene.  The  Court  of  Vienna,  how- 
ever, did  not  comply  with  this  requeft ;  but  fent 
thither  Count  Staremberg,  who,  of  all  the  Cerrrmn 
Generals,  was  next  to  the  Prince  in  military  reputa- 
tion. The  Commons  now  proceeded  to  confider  of 
ways  and  means,  md  a6lually  eftablifhed  funds  for 
railing  the  lupply,  which  amounted  to  the  enorrpous 
fum  of  fix  millions, 

^  XXVIII.  At  this  period  Mr.  Harley's  chara6tcr 
inciu'red  fufpicion,  from  the  treachery  of  WiUiam 
Gregg,  an  inferior  clerk  in  his  office,  who  was  de- 
teded  in  a  correfpondence  with  Monfieur  Cbamil- 
lard,  the  French  King's  minifter.  When  hi§  prac- 
tices were  detedted,  he  made  an  ample  confeffion, 
and  pleading  guilty  to  his  indictment  e^t  the  Old- 
Bailey,  was  condemned  to  death  fof  high-tre^fon. 
At  the  fame  ^  time,.  John  Bara  and  Alexan4pr  Va- 
liere  were  committed  to  Newgate,  for  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  enemy;  and  Claude  Baud,  fccretary 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  minifter,  was,  at  the  fequeft 
of  his  matter,  apprehended  for  traitorous  pradlices 
againft  her  Majefty  and  her  government.  A  com- 
mittee of  feven  Lords  being  appointed  to  examine 
thefe  delinquents,  made  a  report  to  the  Houfe,  which 
was  communicated  to  the  Queen,  in  an  addrefs, 
•importing,  that  Gregg  had  difcovered  fecrets  of  ftate 
to  the  French  minifter  :  that  Alexander  Valiere  and 
John  Bara  had  managed  a  correfpondence  with  the 
Governors  and  ComnaSi&ries  of  Calais  and  Boulogn ; 
and,  in  all  probability,  difcovered  to  the  enemy  the 
nations  of  the  Britifh  craifers,  the  ftrength  of  their 
convoys,  and  the  times  at  which  the  mcrchant-ihips 
proceeded  on  their  voyages ;  that  all  the  papers  in 
.  the  office  of  Mr.  Secretary  Harley  had  been  for  a 
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confideiable  time  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  nvcaneft  c  H  A  P. 
clerks  :  and  that  the  pcrufal  of  all  the  letters  to  and^i^;^^ 
from  the  French  priloaers  had  been  chiefly  trufte4  1707. 
to  Gregg,  a  perfon  of  a  very  fufpicious  character, 
and  known  to  be  extremely  indigent.  The  Queen 
granted  a  reprieve  to  this  man,  in  hope  of  his  making 
fame  important  difcovery :  but  he  really  knew  no- 
thing of  confequence  to  the  nation.  He  was  an  in- 
digent Scot,  who  had  been  employed  as  a  fpy  in  hi$ 
own  country,  and  now  offered  his  fer\ices  to  Clia- 
millard,  with  a  view  of  being  rewarded  for  his  trea- 
chery :  but  he  was  difcovered  before  he  had  reaped 
any  fruits  from  his  correlpondence.  As  he  had  no 
fecrcts  of  importance  to  impart,  he  was  executed  at 
Tybum,  where  he  delivered  a  paper  to  the  Sheriff, 
in  which  he  declared  Mr.  Harley  entirely  ignorant  of 
all  his  treafonable  connexions,  notwithftanding  fome 
endeavours  that  were  made  to  engage  him  in  an  ac- 
cuTation  of  that  miniiler. 

§  XXIX.  The  Queen  had  refufed  to  admit  the 
Earl  of  Peterborough  into  her  prefence,  until  he  -iii         . 
flTould  lUve  vindicated  his  conduct,  of  which  King  JEr^H.-f^-^^ 
Charles  had  complained  in  divers  lettejrs.    He  was  fi^Ji^^^^^^- 
eagerly  defirous  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry.      His  .iTur.rHAoa-^y 

military  proceedings,    nis  negociations,  his  difpofal    

of  the  remittances  were  taken  into  confideration  by 
both  Houfes,  but  he  produced  fuch  a  number  of 
witnefies  and  original  papers  to  juftify  every  tranfac- 
tion^  that  his  chara6ter  triumphed  in  the  inquiry, 
which  was,dropped  before  it  prod^uced  any  refolution 
in  Parhament.  Then  they  took  cognizance  of  the 
(late  affairs  in  Spain,  and  found  there  had  been 
a  great  deficiency  in  the  Englifh  troops  at  the  battle  ' 
of  Almanza.  This,  however,  was  explained  fo  much 
to  their  fadsfadlion,  that  they  voted  an  addrefs  to 
the  Queen,  thanking  her  for  having  taken  meafures 
to  reftore  the  afiairs  in  Spain,  and  provide  foreign 
troops  for  that  fervice.  The  bill  for  rendering  the 
Union  more  complete  met  with  a  vigorous  oppofi- 
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BOO  Ktion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  from  the  0)urt  party,  on 
^'v^account  of  the  claufe  enading,  That,  after  the  lirft 
1707.  of  May,  there  (hould  be  but  one  privy-council  in 
the  kingdom  of  Gfeat-Britain.  The  miniftry  find- 
ing it  was  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  all  the  Tories, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  the  other  faction, 
would  have  •compromifed  the  difference,  bypropo- 
ling  that  the  privy-council  of  Scotland  fliould  con- 
tinue to  the  firft  day  of  Oftober.  They  hinted  this 
expedient,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  influence  the 
cnfuing  eledlions:  but  their  defign  being  palpable, 
the  motion  was  over-ruled,  and  the  bill  received  the 
Royal  aflent:  a  Court  of  Exchequer,  however,  was 
creeled  in  Scotland  upon  the  model  of  that  in  Eng- 
land. The  execution  of  Gregg,  and  the  examina- 
tion of  Valiere  and  Bara,  who  had  a6ted  as  fmugglers 
to  the  coafl  of  France,  under  the  protedlion  of  Har- 
ley,  to  whom  they  engaged  for  intelligence,  afFedled 
the  credit  of  that  mimfler,  who  was  reviled  and  tra- 
duced by  the  cmiflaries  of  the  Whig  party.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin, 
being  apprifed  of  his  fecret  pradlices  with  Mrs. 
Mafham,  wrote  to  the  Queen,  that  they  could  ferve 
her  no  longer,  fhoyld  Mr.  Harley  continue  in  the 
poft  of  Secretary.  Being  fummoncd  to  the  cabinet- 
council,  they  waited  on  her  in  perfon,  and  expoflu- 
lated  on  the  fame  fubjedl.  She  endeavoured  to  ap- 
peafe  their  refentment  with  foft  perfuafion,  which 
had  no  effeft ;  and  when  they  retired  from  Court,  to 
the  aflonifhment  of  all  the  fpe<5tators,  (he  repaired 
in  perfon  to  the  council.  There  Mr.  Secretary 
Harley  began  to  explain  the  caufe  of  their  meeting, 
which  was  fome  circumftance  relating  to  foreign 
affairs.  The  Duke  of  Somerfet,  faid,  he  did  not 
fee  how  they  could  deliberate  on  fuch  matters  while 
the  General  and  Treafurer  were  abfent :  the  other 
members  obferved  a  fullen  filence;  fothat  the  coun- 
cil broke  up,  and  the  Queen  found  herfelf  in  dan- 
ger of  beicig  abandoned  by  her  minifter^.     Next 

day 
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day  her  Majcfty  fcnt  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  c  HAP. 
and  told  him  that  Harley  Ihould  immediately  reugn  J^\j 
his  office,  which  was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Henry ^"^^^^^ 
Boyle,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  but  fhc  deeply 
refented  the  deportment  of  the  Duke  and  the  Eail 
of  Godolphin,  from  whom  (he  entirely  withdrew  her 
confidence.    Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  Attorney-General, 
Sir  Thomas  Manfel,  Comptroller  of  the  Houfehold, 
and  Mr.  St.  John,   relinquilhed  their  feveral  polls 
upon  the  difgrace  of  Harley. 

^  XXX.  The  kmgdom  was  at  this  period  alarmed 
witn  a  threatened  invafion  from  France.  The  Court 
of  St.  Grermain*s  had  fent  over  one  Colonel  Hook 
with  credentials  to  Scotland,  to  learn  the  fituation, 
number,  and  ability  of  the  Pretender's  friends  in 
that  country.  This  minifter,  by  his  niifcondu<5l, 
produced  a  divifion  among  the  Scottifh  Jacobites. 
Being  a  creature  of  the  Duke  of  Perth,  he  attached 
himfelf  wholly  to  the  Duke  of  Athol,  and  thofc  other 
zealous  partizans  who  were  bent  upon  receiving  the 
ftetender  without  conditions ;  and  he  negledted  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  the  Earl  Marifchal,  and  other 
adherents  of  that  Houfe,  who  adopted  the  more 
moderate  principles  avowed  by  the  Earl  of  Middle- 
ton.  At  his  return  to  France,  he  made  fuch  a  fa- 
vourable report  of  the  difpofition  and  power  of  the 
Scottifh  nation,  'that  Louis  refolved  to  equip  an  ar- 
mament, and  fend  over  the  Pretender  to  that  king- 
dom. His  pretence  was  to  eftablifh  that  Prince  on 
the  throne  of  his  anceftors :  but  his  real  aim  was  to 
make  a  diveriion  from  the  Netherlands,  and  excite  a 
revolt  in  Great-Britain,  which  fhould  hinder  Queen 
Anne  from  exerting  herfelf  againft  France  on  the 
Continent.  He  began  to  make  preparations  for  this 
expedition  at  Dunku-k,  where  a  fquadron  was  aflem- 
bled  under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de  Four- 
bin  ;  and  a  body  of  land-forces  were  embarked  with 
Monfieur  de  Gace,  afterwards  known  by  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Marefchal  dc  Matignon.  The  Pre- 
6  tender. 
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BOO  K  tender,  who  had  afTumed  the  name  of  the  Chevalier 
l«  .    de  St.  Gfeorge,  was  fiirniflied  with  fervices  of  gold 

^■^^^^^T^^and  (liver  plate,  fumptuous  tents,  rich  clothes  for 
his  life-guards,  fplendid  liveries,,  and  all  forts  of  ne- 
ceflaries  even  to  profufion.  Louis  at  parting  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  fword  ftudded  with  valuable  dia- 
monds, and  repeated  what  he  had  formerly  faid  to 
this  adventurer's  father :  "  He  hoped  he  (hould 
*^  never  fee  him  again."  The  Pope  contributed  to 
the  expence  of  this  expedition,  and  accommodated 
him  with  divers  religious  infcriptions,  which  were 
wrought  tipoh  his  colours  and  ftandards.  Queen 
Anne  being  inforrhed  of  thefe  preparations,  and  the 
defign  of  the  French  Monarch,  communicated  to  die 
Coitimons  the  advices  which  fte  had  received  from 
Holland  and  the  Netherlands,  touching  the  deftina- 
tion  of  the  Dunkirk  armament ;  both  Houfes  con- 
curred in  an  addrefs,  afluring  her  they  would  afliil 
her  Majefty  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  againft  the 
pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  her  other  ene- 
mies.  Then  they  pafled  a  bill,  enabling.  That  the 
oath  of  abjuration  Ihould  be  tendered  to  ?.ll  perfons, 
and  fuch  as  refufed  to  take  it  (liould  be  in  tne  con- 
dition of  convidted  recufants.  By  another,  they 
fufpeiided  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  till  06lober,  with 
relation  to  perfons  apprehended  by  the  government 
on  fufpicion  of  treafonble  pradlices.  The  Pre- 
tender and  his  adherents  were  proclaimed  traitors  and 
rebels;  and  a  bill  was  pafled,  difcharging  the  clans 
of  Scotland  from  all  %^aflalage  to  thofe  chiefs  who 
fhould  take  up  arms  againft  her  Majefty.  Tranf- 
ports  were  hired  to  bring  over  ten  Bririfh  battalions 
from  Oftend :  a  large  fleet  being  equipped  with  in- 
credible diligence,  failed  from  Deal  towards  Dun- 
kirk, under  the  condudl  of  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir 
George  Byng,  and  Lord  Durfley.  The  French  ima- 
gined that  Leake  had  failed  to  Lift>on,  and  that 
Britain  was  unprovided  of  fliips  of  war;  fo  that  they 
were  amazed  and  counfoundcd  when  this  fleet  ap- 
peared 
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peared  dfFMurdyke :  a  ftbp  was.  inlmediatiely  plit  toe  H  A  F. 
the  embarkation  of  their  troops:  frequent expiti&s     ™' 
were  difpatched  to  Paris  :  the  Ooiint  de  Fourbin  rc-^  ^"^^^^^^^ 
prefented  to  the  French  King  the  Kttle  probability 
of  fucceeding  in  this  enterprixe^  and  thk  danger  thdt 
would  atttsnd  the  attempt  j  but  ht  received  pofitiv^ 
orders  td  embark  the  forces^  and  fetfail  with  thefirfl 
favourable  wlnd»  ^ 

^  XXXL    The  Britifti  fleet  being  forced  from 
their  flation  by  fevere  weather  on  dit  fourteenth  day 
of  Marchj  the  French  fquadron  failed  on  the  fev^en- 
teenth  from  the  road  of  Dunkiit;    but  the  wind 
fhifting,  it  an€ht)red  in  Newport-jpits  till  the  nine- 
teenth in  the  evening,' when  they  let  fail  igain  with 
a  fair  brecEe,  fteering  th^ir  courfe  fbr  Scodand.     Sir 
George  Byng  having  received  advice  of  their  depar- 
ture^ -from  an  Oftend  veflel  fent  out  for  that  purpofe 
by  Major-Grenetal  CatdogaU)  gave  chace  to  the  ene- 
my, after  hk"v4ng  detached  a  fquadron,  under  Adr 
miral  Baker,   to  convoy  the  troops  tnat  were  em- 
barked at  Oftend  fbr  England.     On  the  tenth  day 
of  March  the  Queen  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
where,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  fhe  told  them 
that  the  French  fleet  had  failed ;  that  Sir  George 
Byng  was  in  purfuit  of  them  ;  and  that  ten  batta- 
lions of  hef  troops  wcife  expelled  every  day  in  Eng^- 
land.     This  intimation  was  followed  by  two  very 
warm  addrefles  from  the  Lords  and  Commons,  in 
which  they  repeated  their  aflurances  of  flanding  by 
her  againfl  all  her  enemies.     They  exhorted  her  to 
perfevefe  in  fupporting  the  conimon  caufe,  notwith-^ 
flanding  this  petty  attempt  to  diflurb  her  dominions ; 
and  levelled  fome  fevere  infinuations  ^ainfl  thdfe 
who  endeavoured  to  foment  jealoufies  between  her 
Majefty  and  her  moft  faithful  fen^ants.     Addreffts 
on  the  fame  occafion  were  fent   up  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  fo  that  the  Queen  feemed  to 
look  with  contempt  upon  the  deligns  of  die  enemy. 
Several  regiiti^hts  of  foot^  with  fome  >  fquadrons  bf 
^3  cavalry, 
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BOO  KcaVtdry,  began  their  march  for  Scotland :  the  Earl 
'•      of  Leven,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  that 

^^^^^I^^country,  and  Governor  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh, 
hailened  thither  to  put  that  fortrefs  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  and  to  make  the  proper  difpoiitions  to  op- 
pofe  the  Pretender  at  his  landing.  But  the  vigilance 
of  Sir  George  Byng  rendered  all  thefe  precautions 
unneceflary.  He  failed  diredlly  to  the  Frith  of* 
Edinburgh,  where  he  arrived  almoft  as  foon  as  the 
enemy,  who  immediately  took  the  advantage  of  a 
land  breeze,  and  bore  away  with  all  the  fail  they 
could  carry.  .  The  Englifli  Admiral  gave  chace ;  and 
the'  Salifbury,  one  of  their  {hips,  was  boarded  and 
taken.  At  night  Monfieur  de  Fourbin  altered  his 
courfe,  fo  that  next  day  they  were  out  of  reach  of 
the  Englifh  fquadron. '  The  Pretender  defircd  they 
would  proceed  to  the  nortliward,  and  land  him  at 
Jnvernefs,  and  Fourbin  fcemed  willing  to  gratify  his 
requeft :  but  the  wind  chaugirig,  and  blowing  in 
their  teeth  with  great  violence,  he  rcprefented  the 
danger  of  attempting  to  profecute  the  voyage  ;  and, 
.with  the  confent  of  the  Ghevajier  de  St.  George  and 
his  General,  returned  to  Dunkirk,  after  having  been 
tofled  about  a  whole  month  in  very  tempeftuous 
weather.  In  the  mean  time,  Sir  George  Byng  failed 
up  to  Leith  road,  where  he  received  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  a  golden  box,  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  gratitude  for  his  having  delivered  them 
from  the  dreadful  apprehenlions  imder  which  they 
laboured. 

^  XXXII.  Certain  it  is,  the  Pretender  could  not 
liave  chofen  a  more  favourable  opportunit}^  for 
making  a  defcent  upon  Scotland.  The  people  in 
general  were  difaffetled  to  the  government  on  ac- 
count of  the  Union  :  the  regular  troops  under  Levcn 
did  not  exceed  five-and-twenty  hundred  men,  and 
even  -great  part  of  thefe  would  in  all  probaiblity  have 
joined  the  mvader:  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  was 
deilitute  ef  ammunition,  and  would  in  all  appearance 

have 
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luve  furrendered  at  the  firft  fummons;  in  whichcHAP. 
cafe  the  Jacobites   muft  have  been  mailers  of  the      ^' 
equivalent  money  lodged  in  that  fortrefs:   a  good    ,yoy. 
number  of  Dutch  Ihips  loaded  with  cannon^  unall 
arms,  ammunition,  and  a  large  fum  of  money,  had 
been  driven  on  ihore  in  the  ihire  of  Angus,  where 
they  would  have  been  feized  by  the  friends  of  the 
Pretender,    had   the   French   troops  been  landed; 
and  all  the  adherents  of  that  Houfe  were  ready  to 
appear  in  arms.     In  England,  fuch  a  demand  was 
made  upon  the  Bank,  by  thofe  who  favoured  the 
invaiion,  and  thofe  who  dreaded  a  revolution,  that 
the  publkk  credit  feemed  to  be  in  danger     The 
Commons  refolved,    That  whoever  defignedly  en- 
deavoured to  deftroy  or  Icflen  the  publick  credit, 
efpecially  at  a  time  when  the  kingdom  was  threat- 
ened with  an  invafion,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  mifdemeanor,   and  an    enemy  to  her  Majeily 
and  the  kingdom.     The    Lord  Treafurer  figmfied^«'«^^ 
to  the    Directors  of  the  Bank,   that   her  MajeftyBo^y^ 
would  allow  for  fix  months,  an  intereft  of  fix  perLockhwt. 
cent,  upon  their  bills,  which  was  double  the  u^^Damd*^ 
rate;  and  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  offered  Hiftory  of 
to  them  by  this  nobleman,  as  well  as  by  the  Dukes  Jjl**^.?^^ 
of  Marlborough,   NewcafUe,    and  Somerfet.     The  rough. 
French,  Dutch,  and  Jewifh   merchants,  whofe  in^-Condaa 
tereft  was  in  a  peculiar  manner  conne6led  with.^thechJfi*©?*' 
fafety  of  the  Bank,  exerted  themfelves  for  its  ikp-Maribo. 
port;    and  the  Dirciftors   having  called   in  twenty p"|Ujj 
per  cent,  upon  their  capital  flock,  were  enabled  tOBurchet. 
anlwer  all  the  demands  of  the  timorous  and  dif-TI"***"- 
afleiSled.     All  the  noblemen  and  perfons  of  diflinc-thJAdmi. 
tion   in  Scotland,   fufpedled  of  an    attachment  toraU. 
the   Court  of   St,    Germain's,  were    apprehended,  ^®'"*'** 
and  either  imjmfoned  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh, 
or  brought  up  to  London,  to  be  confined  in  the 
Tower  or  in  Newgate.     Among  thefe  was  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton,  who  found  ipeans  to  make  hii  peace 

witk 
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too  Kwith  the  Whig  minifters ;  ahd,  in  ik  little  titne,  the 

^J^      other  prifoners  Wert  admitted  to  bail.* 

aT^     ^  XXXIII.     On    thfe    firft    day  of   AprH,    thft 

Parliament   was     prorogued,     and    afterwards    dif^ 

folved    by  Proclamatioh.      Writs  were    ililied    cut 

for     new    feiedlibns,     together    -mth   i,    proclania-^ 

tion,    commanding    all    the    Peers   of   North-Bii^ 

tain  to  aflemble  at  Holyrood-houfe  in  Edinburghj 

on  the    feventeenth    day  of   June,    to    ele6l  fix*- 

teen    Peers    to    reprfefent   thenl    in    the    enfuing 

Britifh  Parliament,  purfuant   to   the  tWfcnty^fecond 

article  of  the  treaty  of  Union/  /After  the  diflb- 

Mution  of  the  Parliament,  the  Ldrds  Griffin,  Cler- 

•  Tbrce  Camifars,  or  Proteftants,  from  the  Cevennois^  having  maje 
their  efcape,  ihd  repaired  to  Londbn»  acquired  a\)Out  this  time  thb 
ftppdtatiph  of  French  Proj^hett,  fr6M  their  eMthufilftick  ge(liculatioik% 
«ffufionS|and  convulfions  i  and  even  formed  a  Ce&  of  their  countrymen. 
The  French  Refugees^  tcandalized  at  ineir  hehaviour,  and  authorifcd 
by  the  ]i^(hop  of  Londoh,  ai  fitperior  of  th^  Firench  'coti'^regatibnt, 
reibived  to  inquire  into  thb  milion  of  thefe  pretended  pfophets,  ^hofe 
names  were  El-ias  Marion,  John  Cavalier^  and  Di^rand  Fage.  They 
were  declare?!  impoftors  and  cbnntcifcits.  NtotwIthftandingVhis  decifibn, 
which  wns  confirmed  by  the  BiHiops,  they  continued  their  iflerhbiiei  in 
Soho,  under  the  countenance  of  Sir  Richard  Bulkley  and  John  Lacy. 
They  reviled  the  Minifters  of  tlie  Eftabliihed  Church  ;  th^y  denbunce'd 
judgmenu  againft  the  City  of  Londbi^ ;  and  the  whole  Britifh  natibn  ; 
and  publifli^d  their  predi^ions,  compofed  of  unintelligible  Jargon.^— 
Then  they  were  profecuted  at  the  expence  of  the  French  churches,  as 
difturbers  of  the  publick  peace,  and  falfe  prophets.  They  were  fen- 
^  tenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  marka  each,  and  iiaad  twice  on  a  fcaflfbM» 
with  papers  on  their  breads  denoting  their  offence :  a  fentence  which  was 
executed  Accordingly  at  Charing-Crofs  and  the  Royal-Exchange. 

\hi  the  co'ur(^  of  this  yMr»  Mr.  Stanhope,  who  was  redden t  from 
the  Queen  at  the  Court  of  Charles^  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
this  Monarch,  which  would  have  proved  extremely  advantageous  to 
Oreat-Britain,ihad  he  been  firmly  eltabliflifed  o^  the  throne  of  Spain. 
It  was  ftipulated  that  the  Englifh  merchants  IhoukI  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  importing  all  kinds  of  merchandize  fiom  the  coa(l  of  Barbary 
into  the  maritime  placet  of  Spain,  without  paying  any  higher  doty 
than  if  that  mei^handize  had  been  the  produce  of  Great-Britain  ;  and 
that  even  thefef  duties  fhould  not  be  paid  till  fix  months  after  the  mer- 
chandize Ihould  be  landed  and  fold,  the  merchants  giving  f^curity  for 
the  cuftoms.  It  was  agreed  that  the  whole  commorce  of  th«  Spanifli 
Weft  Tndies  fbould  be  carried  on  b^  a  joint  company  of  Spanifh  and 
Britilh  merchants  5  and  in  the  interim,  as  the  greater  part  of  that  coun- 
try was  in  the  hands  of  Philip,  his  Competitor  confenW  thit  the  Bri- 
tiih  fubjefts  fliould  trade  fredy  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Weft- Indies  with 
ten  (hips  of  five  hundred  tons  each,  under  fuch  convoy  as  her  Briunnick 
Ma]efty  (hould  think  lit  to  appoint, 

mont, 
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mont,  two  fons  of  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  and  feveral  chap. 
Scottifh  and  Irifh  officers,  who  had  been  taken  on  ^^'  ^ 
board  the  Salifbury,  were  brought  to  London,  and'^^^'^^^^T^^ 
imprifoned  iti  the  Tower,  or  in  Newgate.  Lord 
Griffin  being  attainted  by  outlawry,  for  liigh  treafon 
comrhittfed  in  the  reign  of  King  WiUiam,  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
and  a  rule  made  for  his  execution;  but  he  was  re- 
prieved from  month,  ro  month,  until  he  died  of  a 
natural  death  in  prifon.  The  Privy-council  of  Scot- 
land was  diflblved :  the  Duke  'of  Qucenlbury  was 
created  a  Britifh  Peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Rip- 
pon.  Marquis  of  BeVerley,  and  Duke  of  Dover ;  and 
the  office  of  Secretary  at  War,  vacAnt  by  the  refig- 
natioil  of  Ilenry  St.  Johri,  was  bellowed  upon  Robert 
Wilpttle,  si  gfentleman  who  had  rendered  himfeliF 
cohfiderable  in  the  tloufe  of  Commons,  and  whofe 
condudl  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  more  at 
large  iii  the  fequel.  AboUt  the  fame  time,  a  pr6- 
clamation  w^  iliiied  for  diftributing  jprit^s,  in  cer- 
tain  proportions,  to  the  different  officers  and  fea- 
men  of  the  Royal '  Navy ;  a  regulation  that  ftill 
prevails. 

^  X^XlV.  The  French  King,  not  at  all  difcou- 
ragdd  by  the  mifcarriage  of  his  projected  invafion, 
refolved  to  improve  the  advantage's  he  had  gained 
Oil  the  continent  during  the  laft  campaigh,  and,  in- 
deed he  made  efforts  that  were  altogether  incredible, 
confidering  the  confumptive  ftate  of  his  finances*. 

He 

*  Before  the  opening'  of  the  camf^aign,  a  very  daring  enterprize 
was  tortned  by  one  Colonel  Qpeinterny  a  partifan  in  the  Impertal  ar- 
my. Thit  man  laid  a  fdieme  for  carryina^  off  the  Dauphin  of  Fiance 
frona  the  Court  of  VerlaHlet.  He  i«le6led  thirty  men  of  approved  va- 
lour for  tbie  undertaking.  He  procure;!  paf&s  for  th?m,  and  they 
rendeavoufed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  On  the  twenty- fourth  ^ 
day  of  March,  in  the  evening,  he  and  hit  accomplices  ftoppcd  a  coach 
and  iiXf  with  the  Ktng*a  liveriet,  and  ^rreflcd  the  perfun  who  was  in 
it«  on  the  foppofition  of  his  being  a  Prince  of  the  blood.  It  was. 
however  M,  de  Berringhen,  the  Kiiijs's  fijft  rqurry.  This  officer 
they  mounted  on  a  fpare  horfe,  and  At  out  for  the  Low  Countries: 
hur»     being    liitle    acquainted    with    the    ro.idf,     ihw-y    did    not 

reach 
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BOO  kHc  aflembled  a  prodigious  army  in  the  Netherlands 
^^^f^under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
,ya».  affifted  by  Vendome,  and  accompanied  by  the  Duke 
of  Berry  and  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  The 
Eledor  of  Bavaria  vj^ls  deftined  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  upon  the  Rhine,  where  he  was  feconded 
by  the  Duke  of  Berwick ;  and  the  Marefchal  de  Vil- 
leroy  was  fent  to  conduft  the  forces  in  Dauphinee. 
About  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough repaired  to  the  Hague,  where,  he  was  met 
by  Prince  Eugene :  thefe  two  celebrated  Generals 
conferred  with  the  Penfionary  Heinfms,  and  the 
Deputies  of  the  States-General.  Then  they  made 
an  excurfion  to  Hanover,  where  they  prevailed  upoo 
the  Elecftor  to  be  fatisfied  with  adling  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  in  his  command  on  the  Rhiae,  and  fpare  part 
of  his  forces,  that  the  Confederates  might  be  en- 
abled to  make  vigorous  efforts  in  the  Netherlands. 
The  Prince  proceeded  to  Vienna,  and  the  Duke 
immediately  returned  to  Flanders,  where  he  af- 
fembled  the  army  towards  the  latter  end  of  Mav. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  that  month,  the  Duke 
de  Vendome  marched  to  Soignies,  and  pofted  him- 
felf  within  three  leagues  of  the  Confederates,  who 
were  encamped  at  BiUinghen  and  Halle.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  were  on  their  march  by  Bois-Seigncur- 

reach  Chantilly  till  next  morning,  when  they  heard  tlic 
Toxcn,  or  Alarm-bell,  and  thence  concluded  that  detachracntt 
were  fent  out  in  purfuit  of  them.  Ncvcrthclefa,  they  proceeded  boldly, 
and  would  certainly  have  carried  the  point,  had  not  Queinttrn 
halted  three  hour*  for  the  refrelhroent  of  his  prifbner,  who  complained 
of  hit  being  indifpofed.  He  likewife  procured  a  chaife,  and  ordered  the 
back  of  it  to  be  lowered  for  his  convenience.  Thefe  afts  of  humanity 
retarded  him  fo  much,  that  he  was  overtaken  bv  a  detachment  of  borle 
at  Ham  within  three  hour*'  ride  of  a  place  of  fafety.  Finding  himfelf 
furrounded,  bethought  proper  to  furrender,  and  M.  de  Bcmnghen 
floated  him  with  great  generofity,  for  th«  civilities  he  had  experienced 
at  his  hands.  He  carried  him  back  to  Verfaillcs,  and  lodged  him  in  his 
own  apartments.  Madam  de  Berringhen  made  hina  a  confiderablc  prc- 
fent  J  and  the  King  ordered  him  and  his  companions  to  be  dilchargcd, 
«n  account  of  the  courage  and  hiu»aniiy  thejhad  difplaycd. 

Ifaac 
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Ifaac  to  Bndne-la-Lcuwe,  concluded  their  intention  c  h  A  F. 
\i'as  to  take  poll  on  the  banks  of  the  Deule,  to  hiJ^-»J5^ 
der  the  Allies  from  palling  that  river,  and  to  occupy    ,yot. 
Louvaine.     He,  therefore,  commanded  the  army  to 
march  all  night,  and  on  the  third  day  of  June  en- 
camped at  Terbank,  General  D'Auverquerque  fix- 
ing his  quarters  in  the  fuburbs  of  Louvaine,  while 
the  French   advanced   no  farther  than  Genap  and 
Braine-la-Leuwe.      As  they  were    more   numerous 
than  the  Confederates,  and  headed  by  a  Prince  of 
the  Blood,  the  Generals  of  the  Allies  at  firft  cxpefied 
that  they  would  hazard  a  battle  :  but  their  Icheme 
was  to  retrieve  by  ftratagem  the  places  they  had  loft 
in  Flanders*    The  EleSor  of  Bavaria  had  rendered 
himfelf  extremely  popular  in  the  great  towns :  the 
Count  De  Bergeyck,  who  had  confiderable  intereft 
among  them,  was  devoted  to  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon :  the  inhabitants  of  the  great  cities  were  natu- 
rally inconftant  and  mutinous,  and  particularly  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  Dutch  government.    The  French 
Generals  refolved  to  profit  by  thefe  circumftances. 
A  detachment  of  their  troops,  under  the  Brigadiers 
la  Faille  and  Palleur,  furprifed  the  city  of  Ghent, 
in  which  there  was  no  garrifon,  at  the  i  fame  time 
the  Count  de  la  Motte,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  forces,, 
appeared  before  Bruges,  which  was  furrendered  to 
him  without  oppolition  :  then  he  made  a  firuitlefs  at- 
tenapt  upon  Damme,  and  marched  to  the  little  fort 
of  Plaflendhal  which  he  took  by  aflault.    The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  was  no  fooner  apprifcd  of  the  ene- 
my's having  lent  a  ftrong  detachment  towards  Tu- 
bize,  then  he  marched  from  Terbaak,   palled  the 
canal,  and  encamped  at  Anderlech.     The  French 
crofled  the  Senne    at   Halle  and  Tubize,  and  the 
Allies  refolved  to  attack  them  next  morning :  but 
the  enemy  pafled  the  Dender  in  the  night  with  great 
^  expedition ;  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  next  day 
encamped  at  Afchi,  where  be  was  joined  by  Prince 
Eugene,  who  had  marched  with  a  confiderable  re«* 

inforcemeat 
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BQ  o  Kmforcement  of  Germans  from  the  Mofellc.      The 
^^V^  enemy  understanding  that  this  General  was  on  his 
*^^|JJ/ march,  determined  to  reduce  Oudenard^,  the  only 
pafs  on  th?  Sihclde,  poflefled  by  the  Confederates; 
and  invefted  it  on  the  ninth  day  of  July,  hoping  to 
'fubduc  it  before  the  Allies  could  be  reinforced.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  was  immediately  in  motion, 
^d  made  a  furprifing  march  from  Afche^  as  far  as 
EJerfeUngen,  wnerc  he  was  joined  by  the  reinforce- 
mei}t.     Then  he  took  pofleffion  of  tiie  ftfong  camp 
^t  Leffines,  which  the  French  had  intended  to  oc- 
cupy, in  order  to  cover  the  liege  of  Oudenarde. 

!^  XXXV.  Thus  difappointed,  the  Frenclj  Gene- 
rals altered  their  refolution,  abancjpped  Oudenarde, 
and  begaj}  to  pafs  the  Schelde  *t  Gavre.  The  two 
Generals  of  the  Confederates  were  bent  upon  bring* 
jng  them  to  an  engagement.  Cadogan  was  fent 
with  fixteen  battalions  and  eight  fquadrons  to  repair 
the  roads,  and  tlirow  bridges  over  the  Schelde  be- 
low Oudenarde.  The  army  was  in  njotioi)  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  marched  with  fuch  expedition,  that 
by  two  in  the  afternoon  the  horfe  had  reached  the 
bridges  over  which  Cadogan  and  his  detachij^ent 
were  pafling.  The  enemy  had  pofted  fcven  batta- 
lions in  the  village  of  Heynem,  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Schelde,  and  the  French  houfehold- 
troops  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  adja- 
cent plain,  oppofite  to  a  body  of  troops  under  Ma- 
jor-General  Rantzaw,  who  were  pofted  behind  a 
ri^Tilet  that  ran  into  the  river.  The  Duke  de  Ven- 
dome  intended  to  attack  the  Confederates  when  one 
half  of  their  army  fhould  have  pafled  the  Schelde  ; 
but  he  was  thwarted  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who 
feemed  to  be  perplexed  and  irrefolute.  This  Prince 
had  ordered  the  troops  to  halt  in  their  march  to 
Gavre,  as  if  he  had  not  yet  formed  any  refolution ; 
and  now  he  recalled  the  fquadrons  from  the  plain, 
determined  to  avoid  a  battle. ,  Vendome  remon- 
.ftrated  againft  this  conduft,  and  the  difpute  conti- 
nued 


ANN?.  \      143 

nup4  till  three  in  the  zkemoon,  when  the  grejiterCH  ap. 
pan  of  the  allied  army  h^d  pafled  the  Schelde  with-^J^^^ 
put  oppofition.    Then  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  de-    170$. 
cjared  for  an  engagement,  -and  Vendome  fubmitted 
to  his  opinion  wim  great  reludtance,  as  the  oppor? 
tunity  w^  now  loft,  and  the  army  unformed.    Ma- 
jof-General  Grimaldi  was  ordered  to  attack  Rant«- 
ataw  with  the  horfe  of  the  King's  houfehold,  who, 
finding  the  rivulet  marftiy,  refufcd  to  charge,  and 
retired  to  the  right.     Meapwhile  Cadog^n  attacked 
the  village  of  Heymen,  whi(ih  he  took  with  three 
of  the  feven  battalions  by  which   it  was  guarded. 
lUntzs^w  paffing  the  rivulet,  advanced  into  the  plain, 
jMld  drove  before  him  feveral  fquadrons  of  the  ene- 
my.    In  this  attack  the  eledlpral  Prince  of  Hanover, 
his  late  M^efty  Gkorge  II.  charged  at  the  head  of 
Bulau  s  dragooni  with  great  intrepidity.     His  horfe 
was  (hot  ujider   him,   and  Cqlpnel  Lafchky  killed 
by  his  fide.     Pivers  French  regiments  were  entirely 
broken,  and  a  good  number  of  ofhcers  and  ftandards 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Hanoverians.    The  Con- 
federates continued  ftill  puffing  the  river :  but  few 
or  none  of  the  infantry  were  come  up  till  five  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  Duke  of  Argyle  arrived  with 
twenty   batt^dions,    which    iipmediately  fufl:ained  a 
vigorous  aflault  from, the  enemy.     By  this  time  the 
French  were  dr^wn  up  in  order  of  battle ;  and  the 
Allies  being  formed  as  they  pafled  the  river,  both 
armies  were  engaged  tlirough  the  whole  extent  of 
their  lines  about  feven  in  the  evening.     Europe  bad 
not  many  years  produced  two  fuch  noble  armies 
aboi^e  one  hundred  general  officers  appeared  in  the 
field,  and  two  huncked  and  fifty  Colonefs  fought  at 
the  head  of  their  refpe<9tive  regiments.     The  num- 
ber of  the  French  exceeded  that  of  the  Allies  by 
twelve  thoufand  :  but  their  Generals  were  divided : 
thsir  forces  ill-difpofed ;  and  the  men  difpirited  by 
the  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of  their  adverfaries.    They 
feemed  from  the  beginning  averfe  to  an  engagement, 

and 
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BOO  Kand  aAed  in  huny  and  ttepidation.  Ncvcrthclefs, 
^V„.thc  aftion  was  maintained  until  Greneral  D'Auver- 
^^^J^J/ querque  and  Count  Tilly,  who  commanded  on  the 
left  of  the  Allies,  obliged  the  right  of  the  enemy  to 
give  ground ;  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with  Count 
Oxienftem,  attacked  them  in  flank  with  the  Dutch 
infantry.  Then  they  began  to  give  way,  and  re- 
tired in  great  confulion.  The  Duke  de  Vcndome, 
alighting  from  his  horfe,  ralUed  the  broken  batta- 
lions, called  the  oflScers  by  name,  conjured  them  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  animated 
the  men  with  his  voice  and  example.  But  notwith- 
llanding  all  his  endeavours,  they  were  forced  back 
among  the  enclofures  in  great  confufion,  Some  re- 
giments were  cut  in  pieces :  others  defircd  to  capi- 
tulate ;  and  if  the  darknefs  had  not  interpofed^ 
their  whole  army  would  have  been  ruined.  The 
night  coming  on,  fo  that  it  became  impoflible  to 
diftinguifh  fnends  from  enemies,  the  two  Generab 
ordered  the  troops  to  ceafe  firing,  and  the  enemy 
took  this  opportunity  of  efcaping  by  the  road  which 
leads  from  Oudenarde  to  Ghent.  The  Duke  dc 
Vendome  feeing  the  French  forces  flying  in  the 
utmoft  terror  and  precipitation,  formed  a  rear-guard 
of  about  five-and-twenty  fquadrons,  and  as  many 
battalions,  with  which  he  fecured  the  retreat.  To 
this  precaution  the  fafety  of  their  army  was  entirely 
owing  ;  for  at  day-break  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
fent  a  large  detachment  of  horfe  and  foot,  under  the 
Lieutenant-Generals  Bulau  and  Lumley,  to  purfuc 
the  fugitives  :  but  the  hedges  and  ditches  that  Ikirted 
the  road  were  lined  with  the  French  grenadiers  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  cavalry  could  not  form, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  defift.  The  French  reached 
Ghent  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and  marching 
through  the  city,  encamped  at  Lovendegen  on  the 
canal.  There  they  thought  proper  to  caft  up  en- 
trenchments, upon  which  they  planted  their  artillery, 
which  they  had  left  at  Gavre  with  their  heavy  bag- 
gage. 
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g^.  Ahoot  three  thouftnd  were  flain  on  the  fiddc  hap* 
^f  battle  ;  two  thoufand  dcfert»d ;  and  about  feven  "J^l^ 
tfeoufand  were  tafc^Q,  including  a  great  number  of  ,ygg^ 
pfficera,  tog^^ther  with  ten  pieces  <rf  cannon,  above 
4n  hundred  ftandards  and  colours,  and  four  thou- 
fand horfes.  The  lofs  of  the  Allies  did  not  air  ount 
to  two  tfewfand  men ;  nor  waa  one  officer  of  diflinc- 
tioft  killed  on  th^r  fide  during  the  whole  engage^- 
ment-*  After  the  Confederate's  had  refted  two  days 
on  the  field  of  battle,  a  detachment  was  ordered  to 
level  th^  French  lin^  bemeen  Ypres  and  the  Lys  i 
iMipthef  was  i^ent  tp  raii^  contributions  as  far  as 
Arr^s  :  they  ravaged  the  cwntry,  and  flruck  terror 
even  into  the  city  of  Pari?.  While  the  Allies  plun* 
dered  the  Province  of  Picardy,  a  detachment  from 
the  Frerjch  army,  under  the  Chevalier  de  Rozen, 
made  an  irruption  iijtp  Dutch-Flanders,  broke 
throii^  the  lines  of  Bervilet,  which  had  been  left 
iu>g}iarded,  and  made  a  defcent  upon  the  iiland  of 
Cadl'andt,  which  they  laid  uader  contribution. 

§  XXXVL  The  Geneml^  of  the  Alhes  now  un-r 
dertook  an  enterprize,  vyhich,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
French  Generals,  favoured  of  mfhnefs  and  inconfi* 
derate  felf-fufficiency.  This  was  the  fiege  of  Liile, 
the  ftrongeft  town  in  Flanders,  provided  with  all 
necefiaries,  ilore  of  ammunition,  and  a  garrifon  rein- 
forced with  one-and-twenty  battalions  of  the  beft 
troops  m  France,  comma^ed  by  Marefchal  dc 
J^oufEers  in  p^rfon.  But  thefe  were  not  the  princi- 
pal difficulties  which  the  Allies  encoxmtered.  The 
enemy  bad  cut  oft'  the  communication  between  them 
and  their  magazrines  at  Antwerp  andSas-Fan-Ghent: 
Xo  that  th^'  wpre  obliged  to  bring  their  convoys  from 
Ofiend  along  a  narrow  caufeway,  expofed  to  the  at- 
tack o(  an  army  more  numerous  than  that  with  which 
they  fat  dovya  before  Lifle.     On  the  thirteenth  ctf 

.*  AmoDg  the  cfilicers  wlio  wer«  en^g«d  in  this  battle,  o\4  General 
D*Auvrrqucrquc  an*i  the  Duke  of  Ar^yJe  diftinguiflieJ  thcmfclvcs  by 
the  moft  extraordinary  valour  and  a^ivity. 

VOL,  II.  L  Auguft 
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BOO  K  Auguft  it  was  invefted  on  one  fide  by  Prince  Eugene, 
^JJv^and  on  the  other  by  the  Prince  of  Orange-Naflau, 
1708,    Stadtholder  of  Fricfland ;  while  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough encamped  at  Helchin,  to  cover  the  ficge. 
The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  twenty-fecond  day 
of  Auguil,  and  carried  on  with  that  vigour  and  ala- 
crity which  is  always  infpired  by  vi6lory  and  fuccefs. 
The  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Vendome  being  now 
joined  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  refolved,  if  poffible, 
to  relieve  the  place  ;  and  made  feveral  marches  and 
counter-marches  for    this    purpofe.      Marlborough 
being  apprifed  of  their  intention,  marched  out  of  his 
lines  to  give  them  battle,  being  reinforced  by  a  con- 
iiderable  body  of  troops  from  the  fiege,  including 
Auguftus  King  of  /Poland,    and  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle,  as  volunteers  :    but  the  enemy  declined  an 
engagement,  and  the  Allies  returned  to  their  camp, 
which  they  fortified  with  an  entrenchment.     On  the 
feventh  day  of  September,   the  befiegers  took  by 
aflault  the  coimterfcarp  of  Lifle,  after  an  obflinate 
action,  in  which  they  loft    a  thoufand  men.     The 
French  Generals  continued  to  hover  about  the  camp 
of  the  Confederates,  which  they  adlually  cannonaded ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  again  formed  his 
army  in  order  of  battle  :  but  their  defign  was  only  to 
harafs  the  Allies  with  continual  alarms,  and  inter- 
rupt the  operations  of  the  fiege.    They  endeavoured 
to  furprize  the  town  of  Aeth,  by  means  of  a  fecret 
correfpondence  with  the  inhabitants :  but  the  con- 
fpiracy  was  difcovered  before  it  took  efFeift.     Then 
they  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  befiegen 
and  the  Schelde,  the  banks  of  which  they  fortified 
with'ftrong  entrenchments,  and  a  prodigious  num^ 
ber  of  cannon  ;  fo  that  now  all  the  ftores  arid  necef- 
faries  were  fent  to  the  camp  of  the  Confederates  from 
Oftend.      On  the   twenty-firft  day  of  September, 
Prince  Eugene,  who  was  m  the  trenches,  feeing  the 
troops  driven  by  the  enemy  from  a  lodgement  they 
had  made  on  the  counterfcarp  of  the  Tenaille,  rallied 

and 
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and  led  theih.  back  to  the  charge :  but  being  wound-  C  H  A  P« 
ed  over  the  left  eye  with  a  mufket-fhot,  he  was  obliged  ^^* 
to  retire,  and  for  fome  days  the  Duke  of  Marlbo-  ""^J^^JT^ 
rough  fuftained  the  whole  command,  both  in  the 
fiege  and  of  the  covering  army.  On  the  twenty- 
third  the  Tenaille  was  ftormed,  and  a  lodgement 
made  along  the  covered-way.  Marefchal  Boufflcrs 
having  found  means  to  inform  the  Duke  de  Ven- 
dome  that  his  ammunition  was  almoil  expended^ 
this  General  detached  the  Chevalier  de  Luxemburgh, 
with  a  body  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  to  fupply  the 
place  with  gunpowder,  every  man  carrying  a  bag  of 
forty  pounds  upon  the  crupper.  They  were  difco- 
vered  in  paffing  through  the  camp  of  the  Allies,  and 
purfued  to  the  barrier  of  the  town,  into  which  about 
three  hundred  were  admitted :  but  a  great  number 
were  killed  by  the  Confederates,  or  miferably  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  cxplofion  of  the  powder  which  they 
carried. 

;  §'XXXVIL  The  next  attempt  of  the  French 
Generals  was  to  intercept  a  convoy  from  Oftend. 
The  Count  de  la  Motte  marched  from  Ghent,  with 
about  two-and-tw^nty  thoufand  men,  to  attack  this  * 
convoy,  which  was  guarded  by  fix  thoufand  of  the 
Allies,  commanded  by  Major-General  Webb.  This 
officer  made  fuch  an  admirable  difpofition  by  the  , 
wood  of  Wynendale,,  and  received  the  enemy  with 
fuch  a  clofe  fire,  that,  after  a  very  warm  adion,  that 
lailed  two  hours,  they  retired  in  the  utmoft  confu^ 
fion,  notwithfl:anding  their  great  fuperiority  in  num- 
ber, leaving  fix  thoufand  men  killed  upon  the  field 
of  battle  ;  the  lofs  of  the  Allies  not  exceeding  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  officers  and  foldiers.  This  was 
the  mofl:  honourable  exploit  performed  during  the 
whole  war,  and  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  Confede- 
rate$,  that  if  the  convoy  had  been  taken,  the  fiege 
mnk  have  been  raifed.  The  Duke  de  Vendome 
ordered  the  dykes  between  Bruges  and  Newport  to 
be  cut,  fo  as  to  lay  the  whole  country  uiider  water, 
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FO  o  Kin  hopes  of  deftroying  the  communication  between 
»  ^'  Oftend  and  the  camp  of  the  Confederates;*  zxidy 
^"^"^J^^  after  a  regular  fiege,  he  took  Colonfcl  Caidfield,  and 
a  body  of  Britifh  tf oops  polled  in  the  village  of  Lef- 
finghen,  by  whofe  means  the  convoys  had  been  for- 
warded to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  On  the 
twcnty-fecond  of  Odober,  Marefchal  Boufflers  de- 
fired  to  capitulate  for  the  town  of  Lifle :  next  day 
the  articles  were  figned  i  on  the  twenty-fifth  the 
Allies  took  pofleffion  of  the  place,  and  the  Marefchal 
retired  into  the  citadel  witb  the  remains  of  his  gar- 
.  rifon,  which,  from  twelve  thoufand,  was  reduced  to 
lefs  than  the  half  of  that  number.  A  negociation 
was  begun  for  the  furrender  of  the  citadel :  but 
Boufflers  made-  fuch  extravagant  demands  as  were 
rejected  with  difdairi.  Hoftilities  were  renewed  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month ;  and  the  Eari  ot 
Stair  was  detached  to  provide  com  for  the  army 
in  the  diftridis  of  Fumes  and  Dixmude.  During 
thefe  tranfa61ions,  Velt-Marefchal  D'Auverqueraue 
died  at  Rouflelaer,  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his 
age,  after  having,  in  above  thirty  campaigns,  exhi- 
bited innumerable  proofs  of  uncommon  courage,, 
ability,  and  moderation.  The  Duke  de  Vendome 
did  not  defpair  of  obliging  the  Confederates  to 
.  :^bandon  their  enterprise  :  the  FseRch  minifters  zt 
Rome  and  Venice  publickly  declared  the  allied  army 
-was  cooped  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  muft  either 
raife  the  fiege  or  be  famifhed.  The  Eleftor  of  Ba- 
varia, with  a  detachment  of  ten  thouiand  men^ 
marched  to  Bruflels,  and  attacked  the  counterfcarp 
with  incredible  fury ;  but  was  repulfed  by  the  garri- 
fon,  under  the  command  of  General  Pafchal,  and 
retired  with  precipitation,  when  he  underftood  that 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  in  motion  to  relieve 
the  place.  This  nobleman  and  Prince  Eugene  no 
fooner  underftood  the  danger  to.  v^iuch  Bruilels  was 
expofed,  than  they  marched  with  the  covering  army 
to  die  Schelde,  which  they  paflcd  in  pontoons,  with- 
1  out 
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^mt  oppefitioD,  notwithftanding  the  formidablfe  wo^ks  chap. 
which  the  French  had  raifcd.    They  now  abandoned     ^^• 
them  wid\  precipitation,  to  the  furprize  of  the  Con-^    ,^01: ' 
federates,  who  had  laid  their  account  with  the  lofs 
«f  a  thoufand  men  in  the  a/ttack.     Having  paile.d 
the  river  between  Elllenaife  and  Hauterive,  as  well 
as  at  other  places,    they  marched  to  Oudenarde, 
wher^  they  fcccived  intelUgence  that  the  Eledor  had 
retreated.     Then  Prince  Eugene  returned  to  Lifle, 
and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  proceeded  to  B^uflel?, 
where  he  was  received  with  joy  and  acclaniatioo. 
He  afterwards  took   poil   at  0udenarde,    fo  as  to 
maintain  a  communication  with  Prince  Eugene. 

§  XXXVIII:  The  befiegers  havii^  made  lodge- 
ments and  raifed  batteries  on  the  fecoijd  counterfcarp 
of  the  citadel,  fent  a  meflage  to  Boufflers,  intima- 
ting, that  if  he  would  furrendcr  before  the.  opening 
of  the  batteries,  he  fhould  have  an  honourable  capi- 
tulation ;    othcrwife   he  and   his   garrifon  m'ufl  be 
made  prifonens  of  war.     He  chofe  to  avoid  the  lail 
part  of  the  alternative  :  hoftagcs  were  exchanged  qn 
the  eighth  day  of  December,  and  the  articles  figned 
on  the  tenth ;  when  the  Marefchal  and  his  garrifon 
marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  con- 
dueled  to  Douay.      In  this  great  enterprize,  fpirit 
and  perfev-eiance  made  amends  ^or  want  of  fpfefight 
and  {kill,  which  was  flagrant  on  the  fide  of  the  Con- 
federates;   yet    their  fuccefs  was  owing  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  improvidence  and  mifcondudt  of  the 
befieged.    The  French  Generals  never  dreamed  that 
the  Allies  would  attempt  any  thing  of  confequence 
after  the  reduiSion'of  I^fle,  confidering  the  advanced 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  dierefpre  they  returned  to 
Paris,  after  having  diftributed  .their  army  into  win- 
ter-quarters.     But    their   indefatigable    antagonifls 
were  detemuned  to  ftrike  another  ftroke  of  impor- 
tance before  their  forces  Ihould  feparate.     On  the 
twentieth  day  of  December  they  inverted  the  city  of 
Ghent  on  all  fides ;  and  on  the  thirdeth,  when  the 

batteries 
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Boo  Kbattcries  were  ready  to  open,  the  Count  dc'  la  Motte, 
'  i_J\_.who  commanded  the  garrifon,  defired  to  capitulate. 
,708.  On  the  third  day  o£  the  next  month  he  marched  ©ut 
with  thirty  battalions  and  lixteen  fquadrons,  which 
were  conducted  to  Tournay;  while  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  with  fix'  Britifh  battalions,  took  poflcffion 
of  the  town  and  citadel.  Then  the  enemy  aban- 
doned Bruges,  Plaflendahl,  and  LefFengen ;  and 
the  Generals  of  the  Allies,  having  fettled  the  plan  of 
winter-quarters,  repaired  to  Holland,  leaving  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Count  Tilly.  The 
French  King  was  confounded  and  difmayed  at  thefc 
conquefts  in  the  Netherlands,  Nor  was  he  eafy  on 
the  fide  of  Dauphin;fe  :  in  fpite  of  all  the  vigilance 
and  adtivity  of  Villars,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  important  fortreflfes  of  Exilles, 
LaPeroufe,  the  valley  of  St.  Martin,  and  Fenc- 
ftrells  ;  fo  that  by  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  had 
fecured  a  barrier  to  his  own  frontiers,  and  opened  a 
way  into  the  French  provinces,  after  having  made  a 
diverfion  in  favour  of  King  Charles,  by  obhging  the 
'  enemy  to  fend  a  ftrong  detachment  from  Roufillon 
to  the  aflSftance  of  Villars. 

§  XXXIX.  The  campaign  in  Catalonia  was  pro- 
ductive of  a  great  event.  Count  Guido  de  Starem- 
berg  arrived  at  Barcelona  on  the  laft  day  of  April : 
but  the  Imperial  troops  brought  from  Italy  by  Admi- 
ral Leake  did  not  land  in  time  to  relieve  Tortofa, 
which  the  Duke  of  Orleans  befieged  and  took,  toge- 
ther with  Denia,  the  garrifon  of  which  were  made 
prifoners  of  war,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation. Thefe  loflts,  however,  were  abundantly 
made  up  to  the  Allies  by  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia 
and  Minorca.  Sir  John  Leake,  having  taken  on 
^  board  a  handful  of  troops^  under  the  condu6l  of  the 
Marquis  D'Alconzel,  fet  fail  for  Cagliari,  and  fum- 
moned  the  Viceroy  to  fubmit  to  King  Charles.  As 
he  did  not  fend  an  immediate  anfwer,  the  Admiral 
began  to  bombard  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants  com- 
,  pelled 
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pellcd  him  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  The  greaterc  H  a  F. 
part  of  the  garrifon  inlifted  themfelves  in  the  ^^^<^^^}^^ 
of  Charles.  The  Deputies  of  the  States  being  af*  ,^^1^ 
f<;mbled  by  the  Marquis  D'Alconzel,  acknowledged 
that  Prince  as  their  Sovereign,  and  agreed  to  hir- 
nifh  his  army  with  thirty  ^oufand  facks  of  com, 
which  were  accordingly  tranfported  to  Cataloniay 
where  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of  provifion.  Ma^ 
jor-General  Stanhope  having  planned  the  conqueft 
of  Minorca,  and  concerted  with  the  Admiral  the 
meafures  neceflary  to  put  it  in  execution,  obtained 
from  Count  Staremberg  a  few  battalions  of  Spaniards^ 
Italians,  and  Portugueze  :  at  the  head  of  thefe  he 
embarked  at  Barcelona  with  a  fine  train  of  Britiih 
artillery,  accompanied  by  Brigadier  Wade  and  Co- 
lonel Petit,  an  engineer  of  great  reputation.  They 
landed  on  the  ifland  about  ten  miles  from  St.  Phi- 
lip's fort,  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Augufl,  with  about 
eight  hundred  marines,  which  augmented  their 
number  to  about  three  thoufand.  Next  day  they 
created  batteries ;  and  General  Stanhope  ordered  a 
number  of  arrows  to  be  (hot  into  a  place,  to  which 
papers  were  affixed,  written  in  the  Spanilh  and 
French  languages,  containing  threats,  that  all  the 
garrifon  ihould  be  fent  to  the  mines,  if  they  would 
not  furrender  before  the  batteries  were  finiftied. 
The  gajrrifon  coniifted  of  a  thoufand  Spaniards  and 
fix  hundred  French  marines,  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel la  Jonquire,  who  imagined  that  the  number 
of  the  beliegers  amounted  to  at  lead  ten  thoufand^ 
fo  artfully  had  they  been  drawn  up  in  fight  of  the 
.enemy.  The  batteries  began  to  play,  and  in  a  lit- 
tle time  demoliihed  four  towers  mat  ferved  as  out* 
works  to  the  fort :  then  they  made  a  breach  in  the 
outward  wall,  through  which  Brigadier  Wade,  at 
the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  fiiormed  a  redoubt,  with 
fuch  extraordinary  valour  as  ilruck  the  befieged 
with  conilernation.  On  the  fecond  or  third  day  they 
thought  proper  to  beat  a  parley,  and  capitulate,  on 

condition^ 
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Boo  KCdti-dition,  That  they  (hottld  m^rdi  ©irt  with  the  ho* 
,^J[v^nours  of  war  i  That  the  Spani£4rd«  ftiould  be  tranf- 
1708.  ported  to  Murcia,  and  the  French  to  Toiilon. 
Thefe  laft,  however,  were  detained,  by  way  of  rc- 
prifal  for  the  garrifon  of  Denia.  The  Spanish  Go- 
vernor was  fo  mortified  when  he  leaLfned  the  real 
number  of  befiegers,  that  on  his  arrival  at  Mur- 
cia he  threw  himfelf  out  of  a  window  in  defpair,  and 
was  killed  upon  the  fpot.  La  Jdnquire  was  con- 
fined for  life,  and  all  the  French  officers  incurred 
their  matter's  difpleafure.  Fort  St.  Philip  being 
thus  reduced,  to  the  amazement  of  all  Ekirope,  and 
the  garrifon  of  Fort  ForitcUes  having  furrendtered 
thcmfelves  prifoners  to  the  Admirals  Leake  and 
Whitaker,  the  inhabitants  gladly  fubmitted  to  the 
Englifb  government,  for  King  Philip  had  opprefled 
and  deprived  them  of  their  privileges  :  General  Stan- 
hope appointed  Colonel  Petit  Governor  of  Fort  St. 
Philip,  and  Deputy-Governor  of  thd  whole  ifland. 
After  this  important  conqueft  he  returned  to  the 
s  army  in  Spain,  where  nn  unfuccefsful  attempt  to 
furprize  Tortofa,  finifhed  the  operations  of  the 
campaign. 

§  XL.  The  Britifli  fleet  not  only  contributed  to 
the  rcdudion  of  Minorca,  but  likewife  over-awed 
the  Pope,  who  had  endeavoured  to  form  a  league  of 
the  Princes  in  Italy  againft  the  Emperor.  This 
Pontiff  had  manifefted  his  partiality  to  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in  fuch  a  palpable  manner,  that  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty  ordered  Monfieur  de  Bonneval  to  march 
with  the  troops  that  were  in  Italy,  reinforced  by  thofe 
belonging  to  tihe  Duke  of  Modena,  and  invade  the 
duchy  of  Ferrara.  He  accordingly  took  pofleffion 
of  Comachio  and  fome  other  places,  pretending  they 
Avere  allodial  eftates  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Mo- 
dena, and  fiefs  of  the  Emperor,  to  which  the  Holy 
See  had  no  lawful  claim.  The  Viceroy  of  Naples 
was  forbid  to  remit  any  money  to  Rome ;  and  the 
Council  of  the  kingdom  drew  up  a  long  memorial, 

con- 
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containing  the  pretenfions  of  his  Catholick  Majefty,c  hap* 
which  ftruck  at  the  verv  foundation  of  the  Pope's  '^* 
temporal  power.  His  Holinefs  wrote  a  long  re-  ,^^g^ 
xnonftrance  to  the  Emperor,  on  the  injuilice  of  thofe 
proceedings,  and  declared  that  he  would  ailert  this 
caufe  though  he  (hould  lofe  his  life  in  the  conteft. 
He  forthwith  began  to  raife  an  army,  and  revived  a 
plan  of  forming  a  league  among  the  Princes  and  . 
States  of  Italy  for  their  mutual  defence.  Sir  John 
Leake  had  received  orders  to  bombard  Civita-Vec- 
chia,  in  refentment  for  the  Pope's  having  counte- 
nanced the  Pretender's  expedition  to  Great-Britain: 
but  as  the  Emperor  and  Duke  of  Savr^y  hoped  to 
efFcdl  an  accommodation  with  the  Court  of  Rome, 
they  prevailed  upon  the  !Englifh  Admiral  to  fufpend 
hoililities  until  tney  fhould  h:^ve  tried  the  method  of 
negociation.  The  Marquis  de  Prie,  a  Picdmontefe 
nobleman,  was  fent  as  Ambaflador  to  Rome ;  but 
the  Pope  would  not  receive  hm  in  that  quality. 
Elated  with  the  promifes  of  France,  he  fet  the  Em- 
peror at  defiance  ;  and  his  troops  having  furprifed 
a  body  of  Impcrialifts,  were  fo  barlxirous  as  to  cut 
them  all  in  pieces.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  having 
ended  the  campaign,  the  troops  of  the  Emperor, 
which  had  fcrved  under  that  Prince,  were  ordered  to 
march  into  the  Papal  territories,  atid  drove  the  forces 
of  his,  Holinefs  before  them,  without  any  regard  to 
number.  Bologna  capitulated ;  and  Rome  began  to 
tremble  with  the  apprehenfion  of  being  once  more 
facked  by  a  German  army.  Then  the  Pope's  cou- 
rage failed ;  he  was  glad  to  admit  the  Marquis  dc 
Prie  as  finvoy  from  the  Emperor.  He  confented  to 
dilband  his  new  levies;  to  accommodate  the  Impe- 
rial troops  with  winter-quarters  in  the  Papal  terri- 
tories ;  to  grant  the  inveltiture  of  Naples  to  King 
Charles ;  and  to  allow  at  all  times  a.  paflage  to  the 
Imperial  troops  through  his  dominions.  On  the 
Upper  Rhine  the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Hanover 
were  fo  weak^  that  they  could  not  undertake  any 
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BOO  K  thing  of  confequence  againft  each  other.  Ift  Hun- 
!•  gary  the  difputes  ftill  continued  between  the^  Em- 
1708.  P^ror  aod  the  malcontents.  Poland  was  at  lengtli 
delivered  from  the  oppreffion  exercifed  by  the  King 
of  Sweden,  who  marched  into  the  Ukraine  againft 
the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  notwithftanding  the  fubmiffion 
with  which  that  Monarch  endeavoured  to  appcafe  his 
indignation.  During  the  courfe  of  this  year  the 
Englilh  merchants  luflained  no  confiderable  lofles 
by  lea :  the  crnifers  were  judicioufly  ftationed,  and 
the  trade  was  regularly  fupplied  with  convoys.  In 
the  Weft-indies  Commodore  Wager  deftroyed  the 
Admiral  of  the  galleons,  and  took  the  Rear-Adn^iral 
on  the  coaft  of  Carthagena.  Had  the  officers  of 
his  fquadron  done  their  duty,  the  greateft  part  of -the 
fleet  would  have  fallen  into  his»  hands.  At  his  return 
to  Jamaica  two  of  his  captains  were  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  difmilled  from  the  fervice. 

§  XLI.  The  Court  of  England  was  about  this 
time  not  a  little  difquieted,  by  the  confequences  of 
an  outrage  committed  on  the  perfon  of  the  Count  de 
Matueof  the  Mufcovite  Ambaflador.  He  was  pub- 
lickly  arretted  at  the  fuit  of  a  laceman,  and  mal- 
treated by  the  bailiffs,  who  dragged  him  to  prifon, 
where  he  continued  until  he  was  bailed  by  the  Earl 
of  Feverfham.  Incenfed  at  this  infult,  he  demanded 
redrefs  of  the  Government,  and  was  feconded  in  hia 
remonllrances  by  the  minifters  of  the  Emperor,  the 
King  of  Pruliia,  and  feveral  other  foreign  potentates. 
The  Queen  exprcfled  uncommon  indignation  againft 
the  authors  of  this  violence,  who  were  immediately 
apprehended,  and  orders  were  given  to  *profecute 
them  with  the  utmofl;  feverity  of  the  law.  Matueof 
repeated  his  complaints  with  great  acrimony;  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Boyle  allured  him,  in  the  Queen's 
name,  that  he  fhould  have  ample  fatisfa<Stion.  Not- 
withftanding this  aflurance,  he  demanded  a  pafs  for 
himfelf  and  family;  refufed  the  ordinary  prefents  at 
his  departure ;    and    retired    to  Holland.       From 
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thence  he  tranfmitted  a  memorial,  with  a  letter  fromc  H  a  p^ 
•the  Czar  to  the  Queen,  inlifting  upon  her  punifhing     ^^• 
with  death  all  the  perfons  concerned  in  violating  the    ^j^^ 
law  of  nations  upon  the  perfon  of  his  Amballadon 
Such  piuiilhment  being  altogether  inconfiftent  with 
the  laws  of  England^  the  Queen  and  her  miniftry 
were  extremely  perplexed,  and  held  feveral  councils, 
•  to  deliberate  upon  the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken 
;Oa  foch  an  occafion.     On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of     ' 
0<Sobcr,    Prince  Geoi^e  of  Denmark  died  of  an 
"  afthma  and  dropfy,  with  which  he  had  been  long 
aiBided.      He  was  a  Prince  of  an  aimable  rather 
than  a  fhinii^^haradler,  brave,  good-natured,  mo- 
«deft,  andvhimiane,  but  devoid  of  great  talents  and 
ambitiati.     He  had  always  lived  in  harmony,  with 
the  Queen,  who,  during  the  whole  term  of  their 
iini<m^  and  efpecially  in  his  laft  illnefs,    approved 
herfeU*  a  pattern  of  conjugal  truth  and  tendernefs. 
At  his  death   the  JEarl  of  Pembroke  was  created 
Lord  High- Admiral,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  promoted 
to  the  government  of  Ireland,   and  Lord   Somers 
.appointed    Prefident    of   the  Council.       Notwith- 
Handing  thefe  promotions  of  the  Whig  noblemen, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  declined  apace  in  his  cre- 
dit with  the  Queen,  who  privately  confulted  and  re- 
Eofed  her  chief  confidence  in  Mr.  Harley,  though  he 
ad  no  vifible  concern  in  the  adminiftration. 
^  XLH.    The    new    Parliarnent,    in    which    the 
Whig  intereft  ilill  preponderated,  was  aflembled  on 
the  fixteenth  day  of  November,  when  they  were 
given  to  underftand,  by  a  commiffion  uhdcr  the 
great-feal,  that  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the 
,  Chancellor,  the  Lord-Treafurcr,  the  Lord-Steward, 
and  the  Mailer  of  the  Horfe,  were  appointed  to  re- 
prefent  the  perfon  of  her  Majefty,  whom  decency 
-  would  not  permit  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  fo  ibon 
•  after  the  death  of  her  confort.     Sir  Richard  Onflow^ 
being  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Lower  Houfe  with  the 
'    Queen's  approbation,  the  Chancellor,  in  a  fpeech  to 
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BP OK  both  Houfes,  recommended  the  vigofou«  profccu- 
I-       tion  of  the  war,  telling  them  her  Majefty  hoped  they 
1708.    would  enable  her  to  make  a  confiderable  augmen- 
tation for  preferving  and  improving  the  advantages 
which  the  Allies  had  gained  in  the  Nedierlands:  that 
Ihe  defired  they  would  prepare  fuch  bills  as  might 
confirm  and  render  the  Union  efreclual ;  and  that 
if  they  would  propofe  means  for  the  advancement  of 
trade  and  manufacture,  Ihe  would  take  pleafure  in 
enabling  fuch  provifions.    Both  Houfes  having  pre- 
fented  addrefles  of  condolance  and  congratulation, 
on  the  death  of  Prince  Greorge,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
her  Majefty's  arms  during  the  laft  campaign,   the 
Commons  took  cognizance  of  controverted  ele6lions> 
which  were  decided  with  fliameful-  partiality  for  the 
Whig   fa6lion.     Then  they  proceeded   to  confider 
the  different  branches  of  the  fupply :  they  approved 
of  an  augmentation  of  ten  thoufand  men,  which  was 
judged  neceflary  for  the  more  vigorous  profecution 
of  the  warr ;   and  they  voted  above  feven  millions 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing   year.      The   Bank 
agreed  to  circulate  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  government, 
on  condition  that  the  term  of  their  continuance 
fhould  be  prolonged  for  one-and-twenty  years ;  and 
that  their  ftock  of  two  millions  two  himdred  and  one 
thoufand    one    hundred    and    feventy-one    pounds 
fhould  be   doubled  by  a  new  fubfcription.      The 
two-thirds  fubfidy  was  appropriated  for  the  interell 
of  the  money  raifed  by  this  expedient. 

§  XLIII.  Great  debates  having  arifen  about  Scot- 
tifh  eledions,  the  Houfe  confidered  the  petitions 
and  reprefentation  that  were  delivered,  touching 
the  incapacity  of  the  eldeft  fons  of  Scottifli  Peers, 
excluded  from  fitting  in  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain.  Counfel  being  heard  upon  the  fubjedl,  that 
incapacity  was  confirmed:  and  new  writs  were  iflued, 
that  new  members  might  be  elected  for  the  fliiresof 
Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  in  the  room  of  William 
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Lotd  Haddo,  and  James  Lord  Johnftown.  Peli-c  HAP. 
tion*were  likewife  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ^^' 
by  fome  Scottifti  Peers,  concerning  their  right  of''"^^^^^7^ 
voting,  and  figning  proxies.  After  warm  debates, 
the  Houfe  upon  a  divifion,  determined  that  a  Scot- 
tifh  Lord  created  a  Peer  of  Great-Britain  fhould  no 
longer  retain  his  vote  in  Scotland ;  and  that  the 
nobleman  who  were  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  had  a 
right  to  fign  proxies,  after  having  taken  the  oaths 
to  the  government.  The  Scottiih,  Peers  and  Com- 
moners that  fat  in  the  Britilh  Pariiament  were  di- 
vided into  two  fadlions.  The  Duke  of  Queenfberry 
was  in  great  credit  with  the  Queen  and  the  Lord- 
Treafurer,  by  whofe  intereft  he  was  appointed  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Scotland,  His  influence  in  elec- 
tions was  fo  great,  that  all  offices  in  that  kingdom 
were  beftowed  according  to  his  recommendation. 
He  was  oppofed  by  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton,  Mon- 
trofe,  and  Roxburgh,  who  were  fupported  by  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland  and  Lord  Somers ;  fo  that  the  , 
whole  intereft  in  that  country  was  engrofled  by  one 
or  other  member  of  the  miniftry.  A  bill  for  a  ge- 
neral naturalization  of  all  Proteftants  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe,  and  notwithftanding  violent  oppofi- 
tion  from  the  Tories,  both  among  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  was  enabled  into  a  law.  The  Whigs 
argued  for  this  bill,  as  a  meafure  that  would  encou- 
rage induftry,  improve  trade  and  manufacture,  and 
repair  the  wafte  of  men  which  the  war  had  occa- 
fioned :  but  one  of  their  chief  motives  was  to  throw 
an  addition  of  foreigners  into  the  balance  againft 
the  landed  intereft.  The  Tories  pleaded  that  a 
conflux  of  aliens  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  con- 
fiitutioa:  that  they  would  retain  a  fondnefs  far  their 
native  countries,  and,  in  times  of  war,  aS:  as  fpies 
and  enemies:  that  they  would  infinuate  themfelves 
into  places  of  truft  and  profit;  become  members  of 
Parliament ;  and  by  frequent  intermarriages  contri- 
bute to  the  cxtindlion  of  the  EngUlh-  race :  that  they 
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BOO  KWouId  add  to  the  number  of  the  poor,  already  Co 
^Jj      expenfive ;  and  fliare  the  bread  of  the  labourers  and 
*7oS.     tradefmen  of  England. 

§  XLIV.  An  inquiry  being  fet  on  foot  in  both 
Houfes  concerning  the  late  intended  invafion  in 
Scotland,  Lord  Haverfliam  and  the  other  Tory 
members  endeavoured  to  demonftrate,  that  proper 
precautions  had  not  been  taken  for  the  fecurity  of 
that  kingdom,  even  after  the  miniftry  had  received 
undoubted  intelligence  of  the  Pretender's  defign  : 
that  lince  the  attempt  hacj  mifcarried,  many  perfons 
of  quality  had  been  apprehended,  and  feverely  ufed 
by  the  government,  on  pretended  fufpicion  of  high- 
treafon ;  though  in  all  probability,  the  aim  of  the 
miniftry,  in  confining  thofe  perfons,  was  to  remove 
all  poflibility  of  their  oppofing  the  Court  at  the  en- 
fuing  eledlions  for  members  of  Parliament.  Thefe 
aiiertions  were  fupported  by  many  incontefted  fa6ls 
and  Ihrewd  arguments,  notwithftanding  which,  the 
majority  were  fo  little  difpofed  to  find  fault,  that  the 
inquiry  iflued  in  a  joint  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  con- 
taining refolutions,  That  timely  and  effedlual  care 
had  been  taken  to  difappoint  the  defigns  of  her  Ma- 
jefty^s  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  bill, 
however,  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
under  the  title  of  "  An  a6l  for  improving  the  Union 
**  of  the  two  kingdoms."  It  related  to  trials  for 
treafon  in  Scotland,  which  by  this  law  were  regu- 
lated according  to  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  Eng- 
land, with  fome  fmall  variation.  The  Scottifh 
members  oppofed  it  as  an  encroachment  upon  the 
form  of  their  laws;  and  they  were  joined  by  thofe 
who  had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim  to  oppofe  all  the 
Court  meafures :  neverthelefs,  the  bill  pafled  through 
both  Houfes,  and  received  the  Royal  afTent.  Yet, 
in  order  to  fweeten  this  unpalatable  medicine,  the 
Queen  confented  to  an  a6l  of  grace,  by  which  all 
treafons  were  pardoned,  except  thofe  committed  on 
the  high-feas:  an  exception  levelled  at  thofe  who  had 
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embarked    with    the    Pretehder.       Major-General  chap. 
Webb,  who  had  been  defrauded  of  his  due  honour,      ^^^1; 
in  a  partial*  reprefcntation  of  the  battle  of  Wynen-     ,^08. 
dale,   tranfmitted   by  Cardonnel,    Secretary  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlbotough,    was  now  thanked  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  great  and  eminent  fer- 
vices  which  he  had  performed  in  that  engagement. 
This  motion  was   made    by  the  Tories;    and   the^urchet. 
Whigs  did  not  fail  to  procure  a  compHment  of  the  J?;'^"'^'; 
fame  nature  to  the  Duke  of    Marlborough,   evenDi.ke^of 
before  he  returned  to  England.     When  the  newsM-^rit^- 
of  Ghent's    being  tak-en   arrived,   the  Lords  and'JJ^"f^^j^ 
Commons  congratulated   the    Queen   on    this    laftxindai. 
effort  of  a  glorious  campaign;   and  the  Duke,   at^°||J^"^  ^ 
his  arrival,  was  thanked,  in  the  name  of  the  Peers,  chef*  of 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor.     As  he  was  fuppofed  to^**^***®- 
have  brought  over    propofals  of   peace,    the  twoFe"fquicw$ 
Houfes,  in  an  addrefs,  defired  the  Queen  would  in-Q;'incy. 
fift  on  the  demoUtion  of  Dunkirk,  which  was  a  neft  Jj^*J"  ^^j^ 
of  pirates  that  infefted  the  ocean,  and  did  infinitenisf 
prejudice    to    the    commerce    of    England.      The^*^[^-. 
Queen  promifed  to  coniply  with  their  rcqueft.     But 
Oie  was  not  a  httle  furprifed  at  the  next  addrefs  they 
prefented,  humbly  entreating,  that  Ihe  would  have 
fuch  indulgence  to  the  hearty  defires  of  her  fubjedls, 
as  to  entertain  thoughts  of  a  fecond  marriage.     She 
told  them,  that  the  provifion  fhe  had  made  for  the 
Proteftant  fucceflion  would  always  be  a  proof  how 
much  fhe  had  at  heart  the  future  happinefs  of  the 
kingdom;    but  the  fubjedl  of  this  addrefs  was  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  fhe  was  perfuaded  they  did  not 
^xpeA  a  particular  anfwer. 

§  XLV.  The  laws  having  been  found  infufHcient 
to  punifh  capitally  the  authors  of  the  infult  offered  to 
the  Mufcovite  Ambaflador,  a  bill  was  brought  intp 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  preferving  the  privileges 
of  Ambafiadors  and  other  foreign  Minifters ;  and 
pafled  through  both  houfes :  as  did  another,  to 
prevent  the  laying  of  wagers  relating  to  the  publick, 
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B  o  o  Ka  praiStice  which  had  been  carried  to  .a  degree  of 
^^J^V^intatuation;  and  by*  which  many  unwary  perfons  fell 
1708.  .  a  facrifice  to  crjJty  adventurers.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  of  March  the  Commons  voted  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three 
pounds,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhatntants  of  Nevis 
and  St.  Chriftopher's,  who  had  fufFered  by  the  late 
An.  i709.invafion :  and  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  April  the 
Parliament  was  prorogued.  The  Mufcovite  Am- 
baflador  continued  to  write  expoftulatory  letters  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Boyle,  who  at  lail  owaed,  that  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom  did  not  admit  of  fuch  punifli- 
ment  as  he  demanded.  An  information  was  tried  in 
the  Court  of  King's-Bench  for  her  Majefty  againft 
Thomas  Morton,  laceman,  and  thirteen  oth^r  per- 
fons concerned  in  the  infult,  of  which  they  were 
found  guilty;  and  the  fpecial  matter  of  the  privi- 
leges of  Ambafladors  was  to  be  argued  pext  term 
before  the  Judges.  Meanv;hile,  the  Queen,  by 
way  of  fatisfadtion  to  the  Czar,  condelcended  to 
make  folemn  excufes  by  her  AmbafladcM:;  to  repair 
Matueof  s  honour  by  a  letter,  and  indemnify  nim 
for  all  his  cofts  and  damages:  conceffioijs  with  which 
the  Czar  and  his  Ambaliador  declared  themfelves 
well  fatisfied.  The  convocation  had  been  fum- 
moned,  chofen,  and  returned  with  the  new  Parlia- 
ment :  but  as  the  old  fpirit  was  fuppofed  to  prevail 
in  the  Lower  Houfe,  the  Queen,  by  writ  to  the 
Archbifliop  ordered  him  to  ptorogjue  it  from  time 
to  time,  until  the  feffion  of  parliament  was  finiflicd. 
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CHAP.    X. 


I.  Negociation  for  peace  ineffe£iuah     ^  II.  The  al- 
lied army  hefiege€  and  takes  Toumay.     ^  III.  'JThe 
French  are  drfeated  at  Malplaqu0t.     §  W.  Mom 
fiimndered.    ^  V.  Campaign  in  Spain,    ^  VI.  The 
French   King^s  propofals  of  treating  rejeSed  by  the 
Stated-General.    ^  Vll.  Account  of  Dr.  SachevereL 
§  VIII.  He  is  impeached  hy  the  Commons.    §  IX.  His 
trial,     §  X.  Debates  upon  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
%  XI.  He  is  Jikncedfor  three  years.     ^  XII.  Con-^ 
ferences  at  Gertrudenburgh.    %  XIII.  Pride  and  oh- 
Jiinacy  of  the  Dutch.     ^  XIV.  Douay  befieged  and 
taken  by  the  Confederates,  as  well  as  Bethune,  Aire, 
and  St.  Venant.    §  XV.  King  Charles  obtains  a  vic^ 
tory  over  Philip  at  Saragoffa,  and  enters  Madrid. 
5  XVI. .  Battle  of  rdlaviciofa.    ^  XVII.  The  Whig 
Minifity  difgraced.     %  XVIII.  The  Parliament  is 
dijfolved.    ^  XIX.  Meeting  of  the  new  Parliament. 
§  XX.   The  Duke  Marlborough  infulted  and  re^ 
viled.    §  XXI.  Inquiry  into  the  condu3  of  the  war 
in  Spain.     §  XXII.  Severe  votes  in  the  Hoiife  of 
Commons  againfl  thofe  who  invited  over  the  poor 
Palatines.    §  XXIII.  Harley  fiabbed  at  the  Council^ 
board  by  Guifcard ;   and  created  Earl  of  Oxford. 
§  XXrV.  Death  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph.    §  XXV. 
Reprefeniation    by    the    Commons    to    the    Queen^ 
%  XXVI.  Proceedings  in  the  Convocation.  §  XXVII. 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough  contirmes  to  comnmnd  the 
allied  army.     ^  XXVIII.  Hefurprizes  the  French 
lines.    §  XXIX.  Reduces  Bouchain.    ^  XXX.  The 
Duke  ofArgyle  commands  the  Britijh  troops  in  Spain. 
King  Charles  eleSed  Emperor.     &  XXaI.  Expedi^ 
tion  to  Canada.    ^  XXXII.  Ir\folence  of  the  Jaco^ 
bites  in  Scotland.    ^  XXXIII.  A  negociation  fet  on 
foot  between  the  Courts  of  France  and  England. 
^    XXXIV.     Prior     is    fent     to     Fontainbleau. 
Y9U  II.  M  •    §  XXXV. 
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^  XXXV.  Manager  arrives  privately  in  England. 
§  XXXVL  The  French  Kings  tro'pofah  dijagree- 
able  to  the  Allies.  §  XXXVII.  Violent  debate 
upon  them  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  %  XXXVIII. 
The  Duke  of  Hamilton  s  title  of  Duke  of  Brandon 
dif allowed.  Bill  agoing  occajional  Confonmiy  pajfes. 
^  XXXIX.  Duke  of  Marlborough  difrniffed  from 
all  his  employments.     Twelve  new  Veers  created. 

XL.  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  arrives  in  England. 

XLI.    Walpole  esipelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

XLII.  Votes  againfl  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

XLIII.  Refolutions  againfl  the  Barrier-treaty  and 
the  Dutch.  §  XLIV.-  Jtcis  unfavourable  to  the 
Prejbytehan  difcipUne  in  Scotland. 

■  oofi  ^  I,  rpHE  French  King  was  by  this  time  reudced 
K,^^^^.^^  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  humiliation  by  the  loHes 

i?o9-  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  a  fevere  winter,  which 
completed  the  mifery  of  his  fubje6ls,  that  he  refolv- 
ed  to  facrifice  all  the  confiderations  of  pride  and 
ambition,  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  his  Grandfon, 
to  his  delire  of  peace,  which  was  now  become  fo 
neceflary  and  indifpenfable.  He  difpatched  the 
Prelident  Rouill^  privately  to  Holland,  with  general 
propofals  of  peace,  and  the  offer  of  a  good  barrier 
to  the  States-General,  ftill  entertaining  hopes  of 
being  able  to  detach  them  from  the  confederacy. 
This  minifter  conferred  in  fecret  with  Buys  and  Van- 
derduflen,  the  Penfionaries  of  Amfterdam  and  Gou- 
da,  at  Moerdyke,  from  whence  he  was  permitted  to 
proceed  to  Woerden,  between  Leyden  and  Utrecht. 
The  States  immediately  communicated  his  propofals 
to  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Great-Britain.  Frince 
Eugene  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at 
the  Hague  in  April,  and  conferred  with  the  Grand 
Penlionary  Heinfius,  Buys,  and  Vanderduffen,  on 
tl\e  fubjedl:  of  the  French  propofals  which  were 
deemed  unfatisfa6lor>'.  Rouill6  immediately  dif- 
patched a  courier  to  Paris,  for  further  inftrudion^ ; 

and 
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and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  returned  to  England,c  hap. 
to  make  the  Queen  acquainted  with  the  progrefs  of^^^^^ 
the  negdciation.  Louis,  in  order  to  convince  the  ,^^9 
States  of  his  flncerity,  fent  the  Marquis  de  Torcy^ 
his  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Hague,  with 
frefti  offers,  to  which  the  Deputies  would  make  no 
anfwer  until  they  knew  the  fentiments  of  ;he  Queen 
of  Great-Britain.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  crofled 
the  feas  a  fecond  time,  accompanied  by  the  Lord 
Vifcoimt  Townlhend,  as  ambaflador  extraordinary, 
and  joint-plenipotentiary  t  Prince  Eugene  being 
likewife  at  the  Hague,  the  conferences  were  begun. 
The  French  Minifter  declared  that  his  Mailer  would 
confent  to  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk :  that  he 
would  abandon  the  Pretender,  and  difmifs  him  from 
his  dominions:  that  he  would  acknowledge  the 
Queen*s  title  and  the  Proteftant  fucceffion :  that  he 
would  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  the  Spanifli  mo- 
narchy, and  cede  the  places  in  the  Netherlands 
which  the  States-General  demanded  for  their  bar- 
rier :  that  he  would  treat  with  the  Emperor  on  the 
footing  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Ryfwick,  and 
even  demoliih  the  fortifications  of  Strafburgh.  The 
miniilers  of  the  Allies,  rendered  proud  and  wanton 
by  Xucccfs,  and  feeing  their  own  private  intercft  itv 
the  continuation  of  the  war,  iniifled  upon  the  reiti* 
tiition  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Alface  to  the  Em- 
pire; upon  the  French  Monarch's  reftoring  Straf- 
bui^h  in  its  prefent  condition;  upon  his  ceding  the 
t^wn  and  caftellany  of  Lifle,  demolifhing  Dunkirk, 
New  Brifac,  Fort-Louis,  and  Hunningen.  In  a 
word,  their  demands  were  fo  infolent,  that  Louis 
would  not  have  fuffered  them  to  be  mentioned  in 
his  hearing,  had  not  he  been  reduced  to  the  lad 
degree  of  diffarefs.  One  can  hardly  read  them  A^th- 
out  feeling  a  fentiment  of  compaflion  for  that 
Monarch,  who  had  once  given  law  to  Europe,  and 
been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  vic^lory  and  conqueft. 
Notwithftanding  the  difcoiuagiiig  difpatches  he  had 
M  2  received 
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Krcceived  from  the  Prcfident  Rouillfi,  after  his  firft 
conferences  with  the  deputies,  he  could  not  believe 
that  the  Dutch  would  be  fo  blind  to  their  own  in- 
tereft,  as  to  reje<Sl  the  advantages  in  conunerce,  and 
the  barrier  which  he  had  offered.  .He  could  not 
conceive  that  they  would  choofe  to  bear  the  burthen 
of  exceffive  taxes  in  profecuting  a  war,  the  events 
of  which  would  always  be  uncertain,  rather  than  en- 
joy the  bleffings  of  peace,  fecurity,  and  advantageous 
commerce:  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  Allies  would 
not  fo  far  deviate  from  their  purpofed  aim  of  efta- 
blilhing  a  balance  of  power,  as  to  throw  fuch  an 
enormous  weight  into  the  fcale  of  the  Houfe  of  Auf- 
tria,  which  cheriftied  all  the  dangerous  ambition  and 
arbitrary  principles  without  the  liberality  of  fenti- 
ment  peculiar  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  In  pro- 
portion as  they  rofe  in  their  demands,  Louis  fell  in 
his  condefcenfion.  His  fecretary  of  ftatc,  the  Mar* 
quis  de  Torcy,  ported  in  difguife  to  Holland,  on 
the  faith  of  a  common  blank  paflport.  He  foli- 
cited,  he  foothed>  he  fuppUcated,  and  made  con- 
ceffions  in  the  name  of  his  Sovereign.  He  found 
the  States  were  wholly  guided  by  the  influence  of 
Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  He 
foimd  thel'e  Generals  elated,  haughty,  overbearing, 
and  implacable.  He  in  private  attacked  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  on  his  weakeft  fide :  be  ofi-crcd  to 
that  nobleman,  a  large  fum  of  money,  provided  he 
would  effci-t  a  peace  on  certain  conditions.  The 
propofal  was  rejected.  The  Duke  found  his  enepiies 
in  England  increafing,  and  liis  credit  at  Court  in 
the  wane ;  and  he  knew  that  nothing  biU:  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  war,  and  new  vi6lories,  could  fupport 
his  influence  in  England.  Torcy  was  fenfible  that 
his  country  was  utterly  exhaufted:  that  Louis  dreaded 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  opening  of  the  campaign; 
and  he  agreed  to  thofe  articles  upon  which  they  in- 
fifted  as  preliminaries.  The  French  King  was  con- 
founded at  thcfe  propofals :  he  felt  the  complicated 
I  pangs 
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pings  of  grief,  fliame,  and  indignation.  He  re- 
je6led  the  preliminaries  with  difdain.  He  even 
deigned  to  fubmit  his  condudl  to  the  judgment  of 
his  fubje6ls.  His  offers  were  publifhed,  together 
with  the  demands  of  the  AUies.  His  people  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  the  glory  of  their  Monarch. 
They  exclaimed  againft  the  cruelty  and  arrogance 
of  his  enemies.  Though  impoverifhed  and  half- 
ftanred  by  the  war,  they  refolved  to  expend  their 
whole  fubftance  in  his  fupport :  and  rather  to  fight 
his  battles  without  pay,  than  leave  him  in  the  dire 
neceffity  of  complying  with  fuch  difhonourable 
terms.  Animated  by  thefc  fentiments,  they  made 
fuch  efforts  as  anuzed  the  whole  world.  The  pre- 
liminaries being  rejedtcd  by  the  French  King, 
Rouill^  was  ordered  to  quit  Holland  in  four-and- 
twenty  hours  *^  and  the  Generals  of  the  Confederates 
refolved  to  open  the  campaign  without  further  hc(i- 
tation. 

§  11.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  EKike  of  Marlbo- 
rough proceeded  to  Flanders,  and  towards  the  end  of 
June  the  allied  army  encamped  in  the  plain  of 
Lille,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand  fighting  men.  At  the  fame  rime,  the  Marefchal 
Villan,  accounted  the  moft  fortunate  General  in 
France,  aflembled  the  French  forces  in  the  plain  of 
Lens,  where  he  began '  to  throw  up  entrenchments. 
The  confederate  Generals  having  obferved  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  perceiving  he  couW  not  be  attacked  witli 
any  probability  of  fuccefs,  refolved  to  undertake  the 
fiege  of  Tournay,  the  garrifon  of  which  Villars  had 
imprudently  weakened.  Accordingly,  they  made  a 
feint  upon  Ypres,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
and  convert  all  their  attendon  to  that  fide,  while 
they  fuddenly  invefted  Tournay  on  the  twenty- 
fcventh  day  of  June.  Though  the  garrifon  did  not 
exceed  twelve  weakened  battalions,  and  four  fqua- 
drons  of  dragoons,  the  place  was  fo  ftrong,  both  by 
art  and  nature,  and  Lieutenant  de  Siu'villc,  the  Go- 
vernor^ 
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BOOKvcrnotj  poflcflcd  fuch  admirable  talents,  that  the 
^^_^^fiege  was  protra<9:ed,  contrary  to  the  expedation  of 
1700.  the  Allies,  and  coll  them  a  great  number  of  men, 
xiotwithllanding  all  the  precautions  that  could  be 
taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops.  As  the  befiegers 
proceeded  by  the  method  of  lap,  their  miners  fre- 
quently met  with  thofe  of  the  enemy  under  ground, 
and  fought  with  bayonet  and  piftol.  The  volunteers 
on  both  fides  prefcnted  themfelves  to  thefe  fubter- 
raneous  combats,  in  the  midft  of  mines  and  coun- 
termines ready  primed  for  explofion.  Sometimes 
they  were  kindled  by  accident,  and  fometimes  fprung 
by  defign;  fo  that  great  numbers  of  thofe  brave  men 
were  ftifled  below,  and  whole  battalions  blown  into 
the  air,  or  buried  in  the  rubbifh.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  July,  the  befiegers  having  efFedled  a 
pra^Hcable  breach,  and  made  the  neceflary  difpo- 
iitions  for  a  general  afl&ult,  the  enemy  offered  to  ca- 
pitulate :  the  town  was  furrendered  upon  conditions, 
and  the  garrifon  retired  to  the  citadel,  Surville 
likewife  entered  into  a  treaty  abput  giving  up  the 
citadel:  the  articles  being  fent  to  the  Court  ot  Vcr- 
failles,  Louis  would  not  ratify  them,  except  upon  con^ 
dition  that  there  fhould  be  a  general  cefi^ation  in  the 
Netherlands  till  the  fifth  day  of  September,  Hofti-  " 
lities  were  renewed  on,  the  eighth  day  of  Auguft, 
and  profecuted  with  uncommon  ardour  and  animo- 
fity.  On  the  thirtieth,  Surville  defired  to  capitulate 
on  certain  articles,  which  were  rejefted  by  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  who  gave  him  to  underftand  that 
he  had  no  terms  to  expefl:,  but  muft  furrender  at 
difcretion.  At  length,  his  provifion  being  quite 
exhaufied,  he  was  obliged  to  furrender  himfelf  and 
his  garrifon  prifoners  pf  war,  though  they  were  per- 
mitted to  return  to  France,  on  giving  their  parole 
that  they  would  not  ^&.  in  the  field  until  a  hke  num- 
ber of  the  Allies  ihould  be  releafed. 

^  III.  The  next  obje6l  that  attracted  the  eyes  of 
the  Confederates  was  the  city  of  Mons,  which  they 
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ttfolvcd  to  bcliege  with  all  poflible  expedition.  TheyC  HAP. 
palled  the  Scheldt  on  the  third  day  of  September,  ^^^^^^ 
and  detached  the  Prince  of  Heffe  to  attack  the  ^©9. 
French  lines  from  the  Haifne  to  the  Sombre,  which 
were  abandoned  at  his  approach.  On  the  feventh 
day  of  September,  Marcfchal  de  Boufflers  arrived  in 
the  Frencn  camp  at  Quievrain,  content  to  adl  in  an 
inferior  capacity  to  Villars,  although  his  fuperior  in 
point  of  fenibrity.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough- 
having  received  advice  that  the  French  were  on  their 
march  to  attack  the  advanced  body  under  the 
Prince  of  Hefle,  decamped  from  Havre,  in  order  to 
fupport  that  detachment.  On  the  ninth,  the  Allies 
made  a  mojion  to  the  left,  by  which  the  two  armies 
were  brought  fo  near  each  other,  that  a  mutual  can- 
nonading enfued.  The  French  army,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thouland  men,  were  ported 
behind  the  woods  of  La  Merte  and  Taniers,  m  the 
neighbourhood  of  Malplaquet,  The  Confederates, 
nearly  of  the  fame  number,  encamped  with  the  right 
near  Sart  and  Bleron,  and  the  left  on  the  edge  of  the 
wood  of  Laniere ;  the  head-quarters  being  at  fila* 
regnies.  The  enemy,  inftead  of  attacking  the  Al- 
lies, began  to  fortify  their  camp,  which  was  naturally 
ftrong,  with  triple  entrenchments.  In  a  word,  they 
were  fo  covered  with  lines,  hedges,  entrenchments, 
cannon,  and  trees  laid  acrofs,  that  they  feemed  to 
be  quite  inacceflible.  Had  the  Confederates  at- 
tacked them  on  the  ninth,  tht  battle  would  not  have  < 
been  fo  bloody,  and  the  vidlory  would  have  proved 
more  decifive ;  for  they  had  not  then  begun  to  fecure 
the  camp,  but  Marlborough  poftponed  the  engage- 
ment until  they  (hould  be  reinforced  bv  dghteen 
battalions  which  had  been  employed  in  tne  nege  of 
Toumay ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  French  forti- 
fied themfelves  with  incredible  diligence  and  dif-^ 
patch.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  early  in 
the  morning,  the  Confederates,  favoured  bv  a  thick 
fog,    ereded  batteries  on  each  wing,  ana  in  the 

centre; 


l68  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND. 

BOO  K centre;  and  about  eight  o'clock,  tlie  weather  clearing 
^^^^^.^^up,  the  attack  began.     Eighty-fix  battalions  on  the 
1709.    right,  commanded  by  General  Schuylembiirgh,  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  and  other  generals,  and  fupported 
by  two-and-twenty  battalions  under  Count  Lottum, 
attacked  the  left  of  the  enemy  with  fuch  vigour, 
that    notwithftanding   their   lines    and  barricadoes, 
they  were  in  lefs  than  an  hour  driven  from  their 
entrenchments  into  the  woods  of  Sart  and  Tanieres. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  and  Baron  Fagel,  with  fix- 
and-thirty  Dutch  battalions,  advanced  againft  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  pofted  in  the  wood  of  La  Merte, 
and  covered  with  three  entrenchments.     Here  the 
battle  was  maintained  with  the  mod  defperatc  cou- 
rage on  both  fides.     The  Dutch  obliged  the  French 
to  quit  the  firfl:  entrenchment;    but  were  repulfed 
from  the  fecond  with  great  flaughter.     The  Prince 
of  Orange  perfifted  in  his  efforts  with  incredible  per- 
feverance  and  intrepidity,  even  after  two  horfes  had 
been  killed  under  him,  and  the  greater  part  of  his 
officers  either  fl^in  or  difabled.    The  French  fought 
with  an  obftinacy  of  courage  that  bordered  on  defpair, 
till  feeing  their  lines  forced,  their  left  wing  and  cen- 
tre giving  way,  and  their  general,  Villars,  danger- 
pufly    wounded,    they  made    an   excellent    retreat 
towards  Bavay,  under  the  conduA  of  Bouffiers,  and 
took  pofl:  between  Quefnoy  and  Valenciennes.    The 
field  of  battle  they  abandoned  to  the  Confederates, 
with  about  forty  colours  and  ftandards,  fixteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  a  good  number  of  prifoners :  but 
'  this  was  the  deareft  vidory  the  Allies  nad  ever  pur- 
chafed.     About  twenty  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops 
were  killed  in  the  engagement ;  whereas  the  enemy 
did  not  lofe  half  that  number  and  retired  at  leifure, 
perfectly  recovered  of  that  apprehenfion  with  which 
they  had  been  for  fome  years  infpired  and  over-awed 
by  the  fuccefles  of  their  adverfanes.     On  the  fide  of 
the  Allies,  Count  Lottum,  General  Tettau,  Count 
Oxienftern,  and  the  Marquis  of  TulUbardinc  were 
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killed,  with  many  other  officen  of  diftin6lion,CHAP* 
Prince  Eugene  was  flightly  wounded  on  the  head:  "^ 
lieutenant-General  Webb  received  a  fhot  in  the^ 
groin.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  extraordinary  feats  of  valour,  efcaped  un- 
hurt ;  but  feveral  mulkct-balls  penetrated  through 
his  clothes,  his  hat,  and  periwig.  In  the  FVench  army, 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  charged  twelve  times 
with  the  houfehold  troops,  and  in  the  laft  was 
wounded  with  a  fword  in  the  arm.  The  Marefchal 
de  Villars  confidently  aflcrted,  that  if  he  himfelf  had 
not  been  difabled,  the  Confederates  would  certainly 
have  been  defeated. 

§  IV.    Confidering  the  fituation  of  the  French, 
the  number  of  their  troops,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  fortified,  nothing  could  be  more  rafh  and 
imprudent  than  the  attack,  which  cod  the  lives  of 
fo  many  gallant  men,  and  was  attended  with  fo  littf  e 
advantage  to  the  conquerors.     Perhaps  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  thought  a  vidlory  was  abfolutely  neceC* 
fary  to  fupport  his  finking  intereft  at  the  Court  of 
Great-Britain.      His   intention  was    to    have  given 
battle  before  the  enemy  had  entrenched  themfelves  ; 
but  Prince  Eugene  infifted  upon  delaying  the  a6lion 
until  the  reinforcement  fhould  arrive  from  Tournay. 
The  extraordinary  carnage  is  imputed  to  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  whofe  aim  through 
this  whole  war,  was  to  raife  himfelf  into  confident* 
tion  with  the  States-General,  by  fignal  a6ls  of  mili- 
tary prowefs.     The  French  having  retired  to  Valen- 
ciennes, the  Allies  were   left    at  liberty  to  befiege 
Mons,  which  capitulated  about  the  end  of  Odlober ; 
and  both  armies  were  diftributed  in  winter-quarters. 
The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  produced  nothihg  but 
one  fharp  adlion,    between    a   detachment    of  the 
French  army  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Borgh, 
and  a  body  of  troops  under  Count  Merci,  who  had 
pafl!ed  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  Franche- 
compte.    The  Imperial  ofiiccr  was  worflcd  in  this  en- 
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BOOK  counter,  with  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men ;  obliged 
.   !•      to  repafs   the   river,    and   retire    to  Friboufg.     In 

^^*^J^^7*^  Piedmont,  Velt-Marefchal  Thaun  commanded  the 
Confederates,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
who  refufed  to  take  the  field  until  fome  differences, 
which  had  arifen  between  the  Emperor  and  him, 
Ihould  be  adjufted.  Thaun's  delign  was  to  bcfiege 
Briancon  :  but  the  Duke  of  Berwick  had  taken  fuch 
precautions  as  fruftrated  his  intention,  though  part 
of  the  troops  under  the  French  Gkneral  were  em- 
ployed in  fuppreffing  an  infurreftion  of  the  Camifars, 
and  other  malcontents  in  the  Vivarez.  Thefc  were 
entirely  defeated  in  a  pitched  battle  ;  and  Abraham, 
one  of  their  leaders,  being  taken,  was  broke  alive 
upon  the  wheel ;  three-and-twenty  were  hanged,  and 
the  other  prifoners  fent  to  the  galiies.  The  Pope 
delayed  acknowledging  King  Charles,  under  various 
pretences,  in  hopes  that  the  campaign  would  prove 
favourable  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  till  at  length 
the  Emperor  giving  him  to  underftand  that  his  army 
(hould  take  up  their  winter-quarters  in  the  Ecclefiaf- 
tical  State,  his  Holinefs  folemnly  owned  Charles  as 
King  of  Spain,  Naples,  and  Sicily. 

^  V.  The  military  operations  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal were  unfavourable  to  the  Allies.  On  the  fc- 
Venth  of  May,  the  Portugueze  and  Englifli  were 
defeated  at  Caya,  by  the  Spaniards,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Marefchal  de  Bay.  The  caftle  of  Ali- 
cant,  guarded  by  two  Englilh  regiments,  had  been 
befieged,  and  held  out  during  a  whole  winter.  At 
length  the  Chevalier  d'Asfeldt  ordered  the  rock  to  be 
undermined,  and  having  lodged  tw^o  hundred  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  gave  Syburg,  the  Governor,  to  imder- 
ftand,  that  two  of  his  officers  might  come  out  and 
fee  the  condition  of  the  works.  This  ofter  being 
accepted,  Asfcldt  in  perlbn  accompanied  them  to 
the  mine  :  he  told  tiiem  he  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  feeing,  fp  many  brave  men  perifh  in  the 
ruins  of  a  place  they  had  fo  gallantly  defended ;  and 
2  allowed 
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allowed  them  four-and-twcnty  hours  to  conffder  on€  H  a  p. 
the  refoluri#n  they  fhould  take.     Syburg  continued  ,^^^^' 
deaf  to  his  remonftrances ;  and,  with  an  obftinacy    1709, 
that  favoured  more  of  ftupidity  than  of  valourj  de- 
tennined  to  ftand  the  explofion.     When  the  cen- 
tinels  that  were  polled  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  gave 
notice,  by  a  preconcerted  fignal,  that  fire  was  fet  to 
the  mine,  the  governor  ordered  the  guard  to  retire,  ^ 

and  walked  out  to  the  parade,  accompanied  by 
feveral  officers.  .The  rtiine  being  fprung,  die;  rock 
opened  under  their  feet,  and  they  falling. into  the 
chafm^  it  inftantly  clofed,  and  crulhed ,  them,  to 
death.  Notwithftanding  this  dreadful  incident, 
Colonel  d'Albon,  who  fucceeded  to  the  command, 
refolved  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  e^ftreniity,  1 
Sir  Edward  Whitaker  failed  from  Barcelona  tp  the 
relief  of  the  place  ;  but  the  enemy  had  ereded  fuch 
works  as  efFedlu^ily  hindered  the  troops  from  land- 
ing. Then  Ger^cral  Stanhope,  who  commanded 
them,  capitulated  with  the  Spanifh  General  for  the 
ganifon,  which  marched  out  with  all  the  honours 
of  war,  and  was  tranfported  to  Minorca,  where  the 
men  were  put  int<)  quarters  of  refrefl^ment.  On 
the  frontiers  of  Catalonia,  General  Starembei^ 
maintained  his  ground,  and  even  annoyed  the 
enemy.  He  pafled  the  Segra,  and  reduced  Bala- 
guer:  having  leftaftrong  garrifon  in  the  place,  he 
repafled  the  river,  and  lent  his  forces  into  winter- 
quarters.  The  moft  remarkable  event  of  this  fum- 
mer  was  the  battle  of  Poultowa,  in  which  the  King 
of  Sweden  was  entirely  defeated  by  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge  at  Bender, 
a  town  of  Moldavia,  in  the  Turkifh  dominions. 
Augufbis  immediately  marched  into  Poland  againfl 
Staniflaus,  and  renounced  his  own  refignation,  as 
if  it  had  been  the  efie6l  of  compulfion.  He  formed 
a  pro^edl  with  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Pruflia, 
to  attack  the  Swedifh  terntorigt  io  three  different 
places:  but  the  Emperoi:  and  maritime  powers  pre* 
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K  vented  the  execution  of  this  fcbcme,  by  entering 
into  a  guarantee  for  prcferving  the  peace  of  the  em- 
pire. Neverthelefs,  the  King  of  Denmark  declared 
war  againft  Sweden,  and  tranfpcMted  an  army  over 
the  Sound  of  Schonen;  but  they  were  attacked  and 
defeated  by  the  Swedes,  and  obliged  to  re-embark 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  -The  war  ftill  con- 
tinued to  rage  in  Hungary,  where,  however,  the 
Tcvolters  were  routed  in  many  petty  engagements. 

§  VI.  Though  the  event  of  the  fummer  had  been 
lefs  unfavourable  to  France  than  Louis  had  reafon 
to  expe6l,  he  faw  that  peace  was  as  neceflary  as  ever 
to  his  kingdom;  but  he  thought  he  might  now  treat 
with  fome  freedom  and  dignity.  His  minifter, 
Torcy,  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Pet- 
kum,  refidcnt  of  the  Duke  of  Holftein  at  the 
Hague :  he  propofed  to  this  minifter,  that  the  ne- 
gociation  fhould  be  renewed ;  and  demanded  pafles, 
by  virtue  of  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
might  repair  in  fafety  to  Holland.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  French  King  withdrew  his  troops  from 
Spain,  on  pretence  of  demonftrating  his  readinefs 
to  oblige  the  Allies  in  that  particular;  though  this 
meafure  was  the  efFedl  of  neceflity,  which  obliged 
him  to  recal  thofe  troops  for  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions.  The  States-General  refufed  to  grant 
paflcs  to  the  French  Minifters;  but  they  allowed 
Petkum  to  make  a  journey  to  Verfailles.  In  the 
interim  King  Philip  publilhed  a  manifefto,  proteft- 
ing  againft  all  that  Ihould  be  tranfafted  at  the 
Hague  to  his  prejudice.  Far  from  yielding  Spain 
and  the  Indies  to  his  competitor,  he  declared  his 
intention  of  driving  Charles  from  thofe  places  that 
were  now  in  his  pofleffion.  He  named  the"  Duke  of 
Alba,  and  Count  Bergheyck  for  his  plenipotentiaries, 
and  ordered  them  to  notify  their  credentals  to  the 
maritime  powers:  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  their 
intimation.  Phiiip  tampered  Tikewife  with  the  Duke 
of  Marlborpugh-;  and  the  Marquis  de  Torcy  re- 
newed 
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newed  his  attempts  upon  that  General;  but  all  hisCH  ap. 
application  and  addrels  proved  inefFedual:  P^tlcum  ?^V^ 
brought  back  front- Venaillcs  a  kind  of  memorial^  ,70fi 
importing.  That  thofe  motives  which  influenced  the 
French  before  the  campaign  was  opened,  no  longer 
fubiiiled:  That  the  winter  feafon  naturally  produced 
a  ceflation  of  arms,  during  which  he  would  treat  of 
a  general  and  reafonable  peace,  without  reftridling 
himfelf  to  the  form  of  the  preliminaries  which  the 
Allies  had  pretended  to  impofe:  That,  neverthelefs, 
he  would  flill  treat  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  con- 
ditions to  which  he  had  confented,  and  fend  pleni- 
potentiaries to  begin  the  conferences  with  thofe  of 
the  Allies  on  the  firft  day  of  January.  The  States* 
General  inveighed  againfl  this  memorial,  as  a  proof 
of  the  French  King's  infincerity.  Though  he  cer- 
tainly had  a  right  to  retradl  thofe  offers  they  had 
formerly  rejeAed.  They  came  to  a  refolution,  that 
it  was  abfolutely  ncceflary  to  profecute  the  war  with 
vigour ;  and  they  wfote  prefling  letters  on  the  fub- 
je6l  to  all  their  Allies. 

^  VJI.  The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  being 
aiiembled  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  the 
Queen  in  her  fpeech  told  both  Houfes,  That  the 
enemy  had  endeavoured,  by  falfe  appearances  and 
deceitful  infinuations  of  a  defire  after  peace,  to  create 
jealoufies  among  the  Allies :  That  God  Almighty 
had  been  pleafed  to  blefs  the  arms  of  the  Confede- 
rates with  a  moft  remarkable  victory,  and  other  fuc- 
cefles,  which  had  laid  France  open  to  the  impref- 
fion  of  the  allied  arms,  and  confequently  rendered 
peace  more  neceflary  to  that  kingdom  than  it  was 
at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  She  infilted 
upon  the  expediency  of  profecuting  the  advantages 
fhc  had  gained,  by  reducing  that  exorbitant  and 
oppreffive  power  which  had  fo  long  threatened  the 
liberties  of  Europe.  The  Parliament  were  as  eager 
and  compliant  as  ever.  They  prefented  congratu- 
latory addrefles:  they  thanked  the  Duke  of  MarU    . 
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BOOK  borough  for  his  fignal  fcrvices ;  while  great  part  o^ 
^^V^the  nation  reproached  him  with  having  wantonly 
4709.  facrificed  fo  many  thoufand  lives  to  his  own  private 
intereft  and  reputation.  In  lefs  than  a  month,  the 
Commons  granted  upwards  of  fix  millions  for  the 
fervice  of  the  enfuing  year;  and  eftablifhed  a  lottery, 
with  other  funds,  to  anfwer  this  enormous  fupply. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  Mr.  Dolben, 
fon  to  the  late  Archbilhop  of  York,  complained  to 
the  Houfe  of  two  fermons  preached  and  publiftied 
by  Dn  Henry  Sacheverel^  recftor  of  St.  Saviour's  in 
Southwark,  as  containing  pofitions  contrary  to  Re- 
Tolution  principles,  to  the  prefent  government,  and 
the  Protcftant  fucceffion.  Sacheverel  was  a  clergyman 
of  narrow  intelledls,  and  an  over-heated  imagina- 
tion. He  had  acquired  fome  popularity  among 
thofe  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  name  of 
High-churchmen;  and  took  all  occafions  to  vent 
his  animofity  againft  the  Diflenters.  At  the  fummer 
ailizes  at  E)erby,  he  had  held  forth  in  that  ftrain 
before  the  Judges ;  on  the  fifth  day  of  November 
in  St.  Paul's  church,  he,  in  a  violent  declamation, 
defended  the  doctrine  of  non-refiftance :  inveighed 
againft  the  toleration  and  Diflenters;  declared  the 
Church  was  dangeroufly  attacked  by  her  enemies ; 
and  flightly  defended  by  her  falfe  friends :  he 
founded  the  trumpet  for  the  church,  and  exhorted 
the  people  to  put  on  the  whole  araiour  of  God. 
Sir  Samuel  Gkurrard,  the  Lord-Mayor,  countenanced 
this  harangue,  which  was  published  under  his  pro- 
tedlion,  extolled  by  the  Tories  and  circulated  all 
over  the  nation.  The  complaint  of  Mr.  Dolben 
againft  Sacheverel  was  fecondcd  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Sir  Peter  King,  and  other  members. 
The  moft  violent  paragraphs  were  read:  the  fer- 
mons were  voted  fcandalous  and  feditious  libels. 
Sacheverel,  being  brought  to  tlie  bar  of  the  Houfe, 
acknowledged  himfelf  the  author  of  both,  and  men- 
tioned the  encouragement  he  had  received  from 
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the  Lord-Mayor  to  print  that  which  was  intitile^^CH  ap« 
*'  The  Perils„of  Falfe  Brethren/'  Sir  Samuel,  who  ^;_ 
was  a  member,  denied  he  had  ever  given  him  fuch 
encouragement.  The  doctor  being  ordered  to  with- 
draw, the  Houfe  refolved  he  Ihould  be  impeached 
of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  ;  and  Mr.  Dol- 
ben  was  ordered  to  impeach  him  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Commons 
of  England.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
up  articles,  and  Sacheverel  was  taken  into  cuftody. 
At  the  fame  time,  in  order  to  demonftrate  their  own 
principles,  they  refolved  That  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Benjamin  Hoadly,  redlor  of  St.  Peter-le-Poor,  for 
having  often  juftified  the  principles  on  which  her 
Majefty  and  the  nation  proceeded  in  the  late  happy 
Revolution,  had  juflly  merited  the  favour  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Houfe ;  and  they  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  the  Queen,  befeeching  her  to  bellow  fome 
dignity  in  the  church  on  Mr.  Hoadly,  for  his 
eminent  fervice  both  to  the  Church  and  State.  The 
Queen  returned  a  civil  anfwer,  though  ftie  paid  no 
regard  to  their  recommendation.  Hoadly  was  a 
clergyman  of  found  underftanding,  unblemiftied 
character,  and  uncommon  moderation,,  who,  in  a 
fermon  preached  before  the  Lord-Mayor  of  London, 
had  demonftrated  the  lawfulnefs  of  refilling  wicked 
and  cruel  governors ;  and  vindicated  the  late  Revo- 
lution. By  avowing  fuch  doctrines,  he  incurred  the 
refentment  of  the  High-churchmen,  who  accufed 
him  of  having  preached  up  rebellion.  Many  books 
were  written  againll  the  maxims  he  profefled.  Thefe 
he  anfwered;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  controvcrfy, 
acquitted  himfelf  with  fuperior  temper,  judgment, 
and  folidity  of  argument.  He,  as  well  as  Bilhop 
Burnet,  and  feveral  other  prelates,  had  been  treated 
with  great  virulence  in  Sacheverel's  fermon ;  and 
the  Lord-Treafurer  was  fcurrilouily  abufed  under 
the  name  of  Volpone. 
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K  ^  VIII.  The  Do6lor  being  impeached  at  the  bar 
of  the  Upper-Houfe,  petitioned  that  he  might  be 
,jo^'^ admitted  to  bail;  but  this  indulgence  was  rcfufed, 
and  the  Commons  feemed  bent  upon  profecuting 
him  with  fuch  feverity  as  gave  dilguft  to  men  of 
moderate  principles.  Meanwhile  the  Tories  were 
not  idle.  They  boldly  affirmed  that  the  Whigs 
had  foraied  a  delign  to  pull  down  the  Church  ;  and 
that  this  profecution  was  intended  to  try  their 
ftrength,  before  they  would  proceed  openly  to  the 
execution  of  their  proje6h  Thefe  aflerrions  were 
fupported,  and  even  credited  by  great  part  of  the 
clergy,  who  did  not  fail  to  alarm  and  inflame  their 
hearers;  while  emiflaries  were  employed  to  raife  a 
ferment  among  the  populace,  already  prepared  with 
difcontent,.  ariling  from  a  fcarcity  which  prevailed 
in  almoft  every  country  of  Europe.  The  minifters 
magnified  the  dangers  to  which  the  Church  was  ex~ 
pofed,  from  Diilenters,  Whigs,  and  lukewarm  Pre- 
lates. Thefe  they  reprefented  as  the  authors  of  a 
ruinous  war,  which  in  a  little  time  would  produce 
univerfal  famine;  and  as  the  immediate  encouragers 
of  thofe  Palatine  refugees  who  had  been  brought 
over,  to  the.  number  of  tix  thoufand,  and  maintained 
by  voluntary  contributions  until  they  could  be  con- 
veniently tranfported  into  Ireland,  and  the  planta- 
tions in  America.  The  charity  bellowed  upon  thofc 
unhappy  ftrangers  cxafperatcd  .tlie  poor  of  England, 
who  felt  feverely  the  effeils  of  the  dearth,  and 
helped  to  fill  up  the  nieafure  of  popular  difcontent. 
The  articles  againft  Dr.  Saqheverel  being  exhibited, 
his  perfon  was  comqiitted  to  the  Deputy-ufher  of 
the  Black  Rod;  but  afterwards,  the  Lords  admitted 
him  to  bail.  Then  he  drew  up  an  anfwer  to  the 
charge,  in  which  he  denied  fome  articles,  and  others 
he  endeavoured  to  juftify  or  extenuate.  The  Com- 
mons having  fent  up  a  replication,  declaring  they 
were  ready  to  prove  the  charge,  the  Lords  appointed 
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ike  twenty-fevcnth  day  of  February,  for  the  trial  inc  h  a  p 
Wdtminfter-hall.  ^• 

^  IX.    The   eyes   of  the  whole   kingdom  were  ^""Tto^T^ 
turned  upon  this  extradrdinary,  trial.     It  lafted  three 
weeks^    during  which    all   other  bufinefs  was  fuf- 
pended;  and  the  Queeil  herfelf  was  every  day  pre- 
sent, though  in  quality  of  a  private  fpe<5lator.     The 
managers  tor  the  Commons  were  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl, 
Mr.  Eyre,   Solicitor-Greneral,  Sir  Peter  King,  Re- 
corder of  the  city  of  Loridoni  Lifeutenant-General 
Stanhope,    Sir  Thomas   Parker,    and  Mr.    Robert 
Walpole,  Treafurer  of  the  Navy.    The  Do6lor  was 
defended  by  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  and  Mr.  Phipps, 
and  aliifled  by  Dr.  Atterbury,  Dr*  Smallridge,  and  • 
Dr.  Friend.  A  vaft  multitude  attended  him  every  day 
to  and  from  Weftminfter-hall,  ibiving  to  kil^  his 
hand,  and  prajring  for  his  deliverance,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  martyr  and  confeflbr.     The  Queen's  fedaa 
was  befet  by  the  populace,  exclaiming,  "  God  blefs 
*^your  Majefty  and  the  Church.    We  hope  your 
•^Majefty  is   for   Dr.    Sacheverel.**      They   com- 
pelled all  pcrfons  to  lift  their  hats  to  the  Do6lor,  as 
he   palled  in  his  coach    to  tlie  temple,   where  he 
lodged;    and  among  thefe  fome  members  of  par- 
liament,  who   were   abufed  and    infultcd.      They 
deftroyed   feveral  meeting-houfes ;    plundered   the 
dwelling-houfes  of  eminent  Diflentcrs  ;  and  threat- 
ened  to  pull  down  thofe  of  the  Lord-Chancellor, 
the  Earl  of  Wharton,    and  the  Biihop  of  Sanim. 
They  even  propofed  to  attack  the  Bank ;   fo  that 
the  directors  were  obliged  to  fend  to  Whitehall  for 
ailiftance.     The  horfe  and  foot  guards  were  imme- 
diately fent  to  difpcrfe  the  rioters,  who  fled  at  their 
approach.     Next  day  the  guards  were  doubled  at 
Whitehall,    and    the    train-bands  of   Weftminfter 
continued   in   arms  during  the  whole  trial.      The 
Commons  entreated  the  Queen,  in  an  addrefs,    to 
take  efFeiftual  meafures  for  fuppreffing  the  prefent 
tumults,  fct  on  foot  and  fomented,  by  Paplfts,  Non* 
VOL.  u*    *  N  jurots. 
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B  ooKJurors,  and  other  enemies  to  her  title  and  govem- 
^•^^  ment.  She  exprefled  a  deep  fenfc  of  dieir  care  and 
^  ''concern,  as  well  as  a  juft  refentment  at  thefe  tu- 
multuous and  violent  proceedings.  She  publifljed 
a  proclamation  for  fupprefling  the  tumults;  and 
feveral  perfons  being  apprehended,  were  afterwards 
tried  for  high-treafon.  Two  of  them  were  con- 
victed, and  fentenced  to  die ;  but  neither  fufFered. 
The  Commons  prefented  another  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  her  Majefly,  for  her  gracious  anfwer  to  their  firft 
remonflrance.  They  took  this  occafion  to  declare, 
that  the  profecution  of  the  Commons  againft 
Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel  proceeded  only  from  the 
indifpcnfablc  obligation  they  lay  under  to  vindicate 
the  late  happy  revolution,  the  glory  of  their  royal 
deliverer,  her  own  title  and  adminiftration,  the 
prefent  eftabliflied  and  proteftant  fuceffion,  to- 
^gcther  with  the  toleration  and  the  quiet  of  the 
government.  When  the  Do<5lor*s  counfel  had 
finifhed  his  defence,  he  himfelf  recited  a  fpeech, 
wherein  he  folemnly  juftified  his  intentions  towards 
the  Queen  and  her  government ;  and  fpoke  in  the 
mod  refpedlfiil  terms  of  the  Re^''olution,  and  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion.  He  maintained  the  doctrine 
©f  non-refiftance  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  as  a  maxim 
of  the  church  in  which  he  was  educated-;  and  by 
many  pathetical  expreffions  endeavoured  to  excite 
the  compaffion  of  the  audience.  He  was  fiifTounded 
by  the  Queen's  chaplains,  who  encouraged  and  ex- 
tolled him  as  the  champion  of  the  church  ;  and  he 
was  privately  favoured  by  the  Queen  herfelf,  who 
could  not  but  relifh  a  dodlrine  fo  well  calculated  for 
the  fupport  of  regal  authority. 
^  §  X.  On  the  tenth  day  of  March,  the  Lords,  be- 
ing adjourned  to  their  own  houfe,  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham propofcd  the  following  queftion, "  Whether, 
**  in  profecutions  by  impeachments  for  high  crimes 
^*  and  mifdemeanours,  by  writing  or  fpeaking,  the 
"  particular  words   fuppofed  to    be    crinunal    arc 
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*' neceflary  to  be  exprefsly  fpecified  in  fuch  im^ 
-•^  peachments?"  The  Judges  being  confulced, 
were  unammoUlly  of  opinion,  that,  according  to  ,^^^ 
law,  tke  grounds  of  an  indidtment  or  impeachment 
jQUght  to  be  exptefsly  mentioned  in  both.  One  of 
the  Lords  having  fuggcfted,  that  the  Judges  had 
delivered .  their  opinions  according  to  the  rules  of 
*Wcftminfter-hall,  and  not  according  to  the  ufage 
of  Parliament,  the  Houfe  rcfolved,  that  in  im- 
|>eachment8  they  fhould  proceed  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  the  law  and  ufage  of  Par- 
liament. On  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month,  the 
Queen  being  in  the  Houfe  incognito,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  confider  whether  or  not  the  Commons 
had  maide  good  the'  articles  exhibited  againfl  Dr. 
Sacheverel.  The  ESfl  of  Wharton  obferved,  that 
the  Do^ot'^s  fpeech  was  a  fall  confutation  and  con- 
demnation of  his  fermon:  that  all  he  had  advanced 
about  non-refiftance  and  unlimited  obedience  was 
fiilfc  and  ridiculous:  that  the  do6lrine  of  paflive- 
obedience,  as  urged  by  the  Dodor,  was  not  recon- 
cileable  to  the  pradtice  of  churchmen :  that  if  the 
Revolution  was  not  lawful,  many  in  that  Houfe, 
and  vaft  nvimbers  without,  were  guilty  of  blood, 
murther,  r^ne,  and  injuftice;  and  that  the  Queert 
herfelf  was  no  lawful  fovereign,  fince  the  beli  title 
Ihe  had  to  the  crowa,  was  her  parliamentary  title, 
founded  upon  the  Revolution,  He  was  anIWered 
by  the  Lord  Haverfliam  irt  a  long  fpeech.  Lord 
Ferrers  faid,  if  thfe  Doctor  was  guilty  of  fome  foolilh 
unguarded  eiq)reffions,  he  ought  to  have  been  tried 
at  conunoA  law.'  The  Earl  of  Scarborough  ob- 
ferved, the  Revolution  was  a  nice  point,  and  above 
the  law:  he^'woved  that  theyfhould  adjourn  the 
debate,  and  take  time?  to  contider  before  they  gave 
judgment.  Dodlor  Hoopet,  Biihop  of  Bath  and 
Wells^  allowed.-the  neceffity  and  legality  of  refift- 
ance  in  fome  extraordinary  ^afes ;  but  was  of  opi- 
Mon^  that  this  ^ns^xim  ought  to  be  concealed  from 
c.         '*  n2  the 
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BOOK  the  knowlcidge  of  the  people,  who  are  naturaUy. too 
^^^JJv^apt  to  relift :  thai  the  Revolution  was  not  to  be 
X709.  boailed  of,  or  made  a  precedent:  but  that  a  mantle 
ought  to  be  thrown  over  it,  and  it  ihould  be  called 
a  vacancy  or  abdication.  He  faid  the  original 
compadl  were  dangerous  words,  not  to  be  men- 
tioned without  great  caution:  that  thofe  who  ex- 
amined the  Revolution  too  nicely  were  no  friends 
to  it ;  and  that  there  fcemed  to  be  a  neceffity  for 
precaching  up  non-reliftance  and  paflive-obedience 
at  that  time,  when  reliftance  was  juftificd.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle  affirmed,  that  the  clergy  in  all 
ages  had  delivered  up  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  people,  preaching  up  the  King's  power,  in  order 
to  govern  him  the  more  eaiily;  and  therefore  they 
ought  not  to  be  fufFercd  to  meddle  with  politicks. 
The  Earl  of  Anglefey  owned  the  Do6tor  had 
preached  nonfenfc;  but  faid,  that  was  no  crime. 
The  Duke  of  Leeds  diftinguiihed  between  refiilance 
and  revolution;  for  had  not  the  Uft  fucceeded,  it 
would  have  certanly  been  rebellion,  fince  he  knew 
of  no  other  but  hereditary  right.  The  Bifliop  of 
Salifbury  juftified  refiftaace  from  the  book  of  Mac- 
cabees :  he  mentioned  the  condu6i  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, who  affifted  the  Scots,  the  French,  and  the 
States-General,  in  refilling  their  different  fovereigns, 
and  was  fupported  in  this  pra6tice  both  by  her 
parliaments  and  her  convocations.  He  obferved 
that  King  Charles  I.  had  affifted .  the  citizens  of 
Rochelle  in  their  rebellion ;  that  Manwaring  in- 
curred a  fevere  cenfure  from  the  parliament  for 
having  broached  the  doftrine  of  the  divine  right 
of  kings ;  and  that  though  this  became  a  favourite 
maxim  after  the  refloration,  yet  its  warmeft  aflerters 
were  the  firft  who  pleaded  for  refiftance  when  they 
thought  themfelves  opprefied.  The  Archbifhop  of 
York,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  other  leaders 
of  the  Tpry  interefl,  declared  that  tiiey  nevet  read 
fuch  a  piece  of  m^dnefs  and  nonfeofe  as.Sachevecera 
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fermon;    hut  they  did  not  think  him ^ guilty  of  aCHAP. 
miftlemcanour.    Next  day.   Dr.  Wake,   Bilhop  of^^^iL- 
lincoln,    accufed    Sacheverel  of   having  made  a^'*T7o^^^ 
ftnmge  and  falfe  reprafentation  of  the  delign  for 
a  comprehoniion,  which  had  been  fet  on  foot  by 
Archbifhop  Sancroft,   and  promoted  by  the  moft 
eminent  divines  of  die  church  of  England.     He 
was  of  opinion  that  fome  dm  (hould  be  taken  for 
putting  a  ftop  to  fuch  preaching,  as,  if  not  timely 
corre^ed,  might  kindle  heats  and  animofities  that 
would  endanger  both  Church  and  State.  Dr.  Trimnel, 
Bifhop  of  Norwich,  expatiated  on  the  infolence  of 
Sacheverel,  who  had  arraigned  Archbifhop  Grindal, 
one  of  the  eminent  reformers,  as  a  perfidious  pre- 
late,   for  having  favoured  and  tolerated  the  difci- 
pline  of  Geneva.     He  enlarged  upon  the  good  ef- 
fects of  the  toleration.    He  took  notice  of  Sacheve- 
TcYs  prefumption  in  publiihing  inflammatory  prayers, 
declaring  himfelf  under  perlecudon,  while  he  was 
profecuted  for  offending  againil  the  law,  by  thofe 
who  in  Common  juitice  ought  to  be  thought  the 
£iirefl  accufers,  and   before  their  Lordfhips,  who 
were  julily  acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  impartial 
judges.     In  difcufiing  the  fourth  article,  the  bifhop* 
of  Salifbury  fpoke  with    great  vehemence   againft 
-Sacheverel,  who,  by  inveighing  againil  the  Revo* 
Intion,    toleration,    and  union,    feemed  to  arraign 
and  attack  the  Queen  herfelf ;  fince  her  Majefty 
had  fo  great  a  (hare  in  the  firfl;  had  often  declared 
fhe  would  mantain  the  fecond ;  and  that  fhe  looked 
upon  the  third  as  the  moft  glorious  event  of  hef 
reign.      He  affirmed  that  nothing  could   be  more 
plain  tluui  the  Dodtpr's  Deflecting  upon  her  Majefty's 
tninifters ;  and  that  he  had  fb  well  marked  out  a  > 

noble  Peer  there  prefent,  by  an  ugly  and  fcurriloua 
epithet  which  he  would  not  repeat^  that  it  was  not 
poifible  to  miftake  his  meamng.  Some  of  the 
younger  Peers  could  not  help  laughing  at  this  unde^ 
fi^ed  iarca£n  upon  th«  Lord'^Treafurer,   whom 
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BO  a  KSacbercrcl  had  reviled  under  tie  name  of  Volpone  : 
^Jv^they  exclaimed,  ^^Name  him,  name:  him;"  anti 
,70^  in  all  probabilty,  the  zealous  Bifliop,  who  was  .fc* 
markable  for  abfence  of  mind  and'  unguarded  exr 
preflxons,  would  hivb  gratified  their  requeft,  .had 
not  the  Chancellor,  intetpofing,  declared  thatnb 
Peer  was  .obliged  \ to  iaynlore  than  he  fliould  think 
proper. 

§  XI. /After  obftinate  difputes,  and  much  virulent 
altercation,  Sacheverel  was  found  guilty  by  a  majo- 
rity of  feyenteen  voices;  and  fdur-and^hirty  Peers 
catered  a  protefl  againfl:  this  decifion.     He  was  pro- 
hibited from  prcadiing  for  the  term  of  three  years: 
his  two  fermons  were  ordered  to.  be  burnt  by  the 
handii  of  the  common  hangman,  inprcfencc  of  the 
Lord-Mayor  and  the  two  flieriffs  of.ljondon  and 
Middlefex.  The  Lords  likewife  voted  that  the  exe- 
cutioner fhould  commit  to  the  fame  fire  the  famous 
decree  pafled  in  liie  convocation  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford,  aflferting  the  abfc^ute  authority  and  indc- 
fcafible  right  of  Princes.     A  Ufce  fcntence  was  de* 
Bxrixficed'  by  the  Gommons  upon  a  book  intituled, 
?  CoUpftions  of  paffages-r  referred  to  by  Dr.  Sache- 
^  varel,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  Articles,  of  Impeach^ 
yment."      Thcfe   he  had   fele<9:ed   from  impious 
l^ooks  lately  publifhed,  and  they  were  read  by  his 
coxoifel,  as  proofs  that  the  Church  was  in  danger. 
The  ^lenity  of  the  fentence  pafled  upon  Sacheverel, 
whichiWas  in  a  great  meafurc  owing  to  the  dread  of 
pbpular  rcfentmeht,  his  friends  condfidered  as  a  vic- 
tory obtained  over  a  Whig  faction,  and  they  cclc- 
An.  T710.  hrated  theii!  triumph  with  boiifires  and  illuminations. 
h";";      On  the  fifth  day^o^ApJDil,  die.-Quridn  ordered  the 
Tcjrry.      BSadiaiiifint  to  bb  >  proiiogueiJ,   aftwar  having,  in  hey 
H?ihc'f"hr^P^^^^'^^  both  HoofeS)  cxpreffed  her  concern  for  the 
n.ikeof  ^^neceliary  occafion. which  had. taken  up  great  part  of 
^uah^'    ^^^^^  ^^^  towards  liiektter  end  of  the  feffion.     She 
Ti'ffdai.     declared  that  no  Prince  could  have  a  more  true  and 
Voltaire.  j:cnder  concern  for  the  welfare  snd  profpcrity  of  the 
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Chivch  than  ftie  had,  and  fhould  always  have;  andc  hap. 
flic  faid  it  was  very  injurious  to  take  a  pretence  ^^"1^^,,^^* 
wicked  and  malicious  libels,  to  infinuate  that  the^^^J^!^ 
Church  was  in  danger  by  her  adminiftration. 

§  XII.  The  French  King,  feeing  the  mifery  of 
his  people  daily  increafe,  and  all  his  refources  fail, 
humbled  himfelf  again  before  the  Allies,  and  "by  the 
means  of  Petkum,  who  flill  correfponded  with  his 
minifters,  implored  the  States-General,  that  the  ne* 
gociation  might  be  refumed.  In  order  to  facilitate 
their  confent,  he  difpatched  a  new*  project  of  pacifi- 
cation, in  which  he  promifed  to  renounce  his  grand- 
fon,  and  to  comply  with  all  their  other  demands, 
provided  the  Eled^lors  of  Cologn  and  Bavaria  (hould 
be  re^eftabUlhed  in  their  cftates  and  dignities-  Thefe 
overtures  being  rejected,  another  plan  was  offered, 
and  cummunicated  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Emperor  and  Queen  of  Great-Britain.  Then  Pet- 
kum wrote  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  inti- 
mating, that  the  Allies  required  his  moft  Chriftian 
M^eliy  (hould  declare,  in  plain  and  expreflive  terms, 
that  te  confented  to  all  the  preliminaries,  except 
the  thirty-fcventh  article,  which  ftipulated  a  ceflatioa 
of  arms,,  in  cafe  the  Spanifli  monarchy  fhould  be 
deUvered  to  King  Charles  in  the  fpace  of  two  months. 
He  laid,  the  Allies  would  fend  pailports  to  the  French 
miniflers,  to  treat  of  an  equivalent  for  that  article. 
Louis  was  even  forced  to  fwallow  this  bitter  draught. 
He  (iffluiied  his  confent,  and  appointed  the  Maref- 
chal  P'Uxelles  and  the  Abb6  Polignac  his  pleni- 
potentiaries.. They  were  not  fufFered,  however,  to 
enter  Holland,  but  were  met  by  the  deputies  Buys 
and  Vaaderduflen  at  Gertruydenburgh.  Meanwhile, 
the  Sutes  defired  the  Queen  of  England  to  fend 
over  the  Duke  pf  Marlborough,  to  aflift  them  with 
his  advice  in  thefe  conferences.  The  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament  feconded  their  requefl  in  a  joint  ad« 
dreli  to  her  Majefty,  who  told  them  (he  had  already 
given  dire6Uons  for  his  departure  j  and  laid  ihc  was 
2  glad 
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glad  to  find  they  concurred  with  her  in  a  juft  fenfc 
of  the  Duke's  eminent  fervices.  Both  the  letter  and 
f7ic.  the  addrefles  were  procured  by  the  intereft  of  Marl-. 
borough,  to  let  the  Queen  fee  how  much  that  no-» 
Heman  was  coniidercd  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
But  flie  was  already  wholly  alienated  from  him  in 
her  heart,  and  thefe  expedients  fcrved  only  to  in- 
ereafe  her  difguft. 

§  XIII.  The  French  minifters  were  fubjcdlcd  to 
every  fpecies  of  mortificatiop.  They  were  in  a  man- 
ner confined  to  a  fmall  fortified  town,  ajid  ^11  their 
condudl  narrowly  watched.  Their  accommodation 
was  mean:  their  letters  were  opened;  and  they  were 
daily  infulted  by  injurious  libels.  The  Dutch  depu- 
ties would  hear  of  no  relaxation,  and  no  expedient 
for  removing  the  diflficulties  that  retarded  the  nego- 
tiation. In  vain  the  plenipotentiaries  declared,  mat 
the  French  King  could  not  with  decency,  or  the 
leaft  regard  to  his  honour,  wage  war  againft  his  own 
grandfon:  the  deputies  infifted  upon  his  eflfe^ting 
the  ceffion  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  the  Hoiife  of 
Auftria;  and  fubmitting  to  every  other  article  fpc- 
cified  in  the  preliminaries.  Nay,  they  even  refcrved 
to  themfelves  a  power  of  making  ulterior  demands 
after  the  preliminaries  fhould  be  adjufted.  Louis 
propofed  tnat  fome  fmall  provifion  fhould  be  made 
for  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  which  might  induce  him 
to  relinquifli  Spain  the  more  eafily.  He  m^ntione4 
the  kingdom  of  ,Ajragon ;  and  this  hint  being  dit- 
agrecble  to  the  Allies,  he  demanded  Naples  and 
Sicily.  When  they  urged  that  Naples  was  already 
in  pofleffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftna,  he  reftri6lcd 
the  provifion  to  Sicily  and  Sardinia.  He  offered  to 
deliver  up  four  cautionary  towns  in  Flanders,  as  a 
fecurity  for  Philip's  evacuating  Spain;  and  even 
promifcd  to  fupply  the  Confederates  with  a  monthly 
fura  of  money,  to  defray  the  expcnce  of  expelling 
that  Prince  from  his  dominions,  fliould  he  rcfiife  to 
refigA  them  with  a  good  grace.    The  fubflancc  of 
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b11  the  conferences  was  communicated  to  LordcHAP. 
Townfliend,  and  Count  Kinzendorf,  the  Imperial  ^^^^^^^ 
plenipotentiary;  but  the  conduft  of  the  deputies  ,7,0. 
was  regulated  by  the  Penfionary  Heinfius,  who  was 
firmly  attached  to  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  more  averfe  than  ever  to  a  pacifica- 
tion. The  negociafion  lafled  from  the  nineteenth 
day  of  March  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  during 
which  term  the  conferences  were  fcveral  times  inter- 
nrpted,  and  a  great  many  difpatches  and  new  pro- 
polals  arrived  from  Verfailles.  At  length,  the  ple- 
nipotentiaries returned  to  France,  after  having  lent  ' 
a  letter  to  die  Penfionary,  in  which  they  declared, 
that  the  propofals  made  by  the  deputies  were  unjuft 
and  impracticable ;  aiid  complained  of  the  unworthy 
treatment  to  which  they  had  been  expofed,  Louis' 
reiblved  to  hazard  another  campaign,  not  without 
hope,  that  there  might  be  fomc  lucky  incident  in 
the  events  of  war,  and  that  the  approaching  revolu- 
tion in  the  Engliih  miniftry,  of  which  he  was  well 
apprifed,  would  be  productive  of  a  more  reafonable 
pacification.  The  States-General  refolved,  That 
the  enemy  had  departed  fi*om  the  foundation  on 
which  the  negociation  had  begun,  and  fiudied  pre- 
tences to  evade  the  execution  of  the  capital  pomts, 
the  reftitution  of  Spain  and  the  Indies ;  and^  in 
ffaort^  that  France  had  ne  other  view  than  to  fow 
and  create  jealoufy  and  difunion  among  the  Allies. 
Lord  Townihend,  in  a  memorial,  afidired  them, 
that  the  Queen  entirely  appoved  their  resolution, 
and  all  the  fteps  they  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
negociation;  and  that  flie  was  firmly  refolved  to 
profecute  the  war  with  all  poffible  vigour,  until  the 
enemy  ihould  accept  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  might 
fecme  the  tranquillity  of  the  Chriftian  world. 

^  XIV.  The  conrerences  did  not  retard  the  ope- 
rations of  the  campaign.     Prince  Eugene  and  the  ,. 
Duke  of  Marlborough  fet  out  from  the  Hague  oq 
|fae  fifteenth  day  of  March  for  Tournay,  in  order  to 
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B  oo  Kaflemble  the  forces  which  were  quartered  on  tl» 
^Maefe,  in  Flanders  and  Brabant.  On  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  they  fuddenly  advanced  to  Pont- 
a-Vendin,  in  order  to  attack  the  lines  upon  which 
the  French  had  been  at  work  all  the  winter,  hoping 
by  thefe  to  cover  Douay  and  other  frontier  towns^ 
which  were  threatened  by  the  Confederates.  The 
troops  left  for  the  defence  of  the  lines  retired  without, 
oppofidon.  The  Allies  having  laid  bridges  over  the 
fcarp^  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  with  his  drviiioa 
pafied  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Vitri.  Prince 
Eugene  remained  on  the  other  fide,  and  invefted 
Douay,  the  enemy  retiring  towards  Cambray. 
Marefchal  Villars  flill  commanded  the  French  army, 
which  was  extremely  numerous  and  well  appointed, 
confidering  the  diftrefs  of  that  kingdom.  Indeed, 
the  number  was  augmented  by  this  diftrefs;  for 
many  thoufands  faved  thcmfelves  from  dying  of 
hunger,  by  carrying  arms  in  the  fcrv^ce.  The 
Marefchal  having  aiiembled  all  his  forces,  pafied 
the  Scheldt,  and  encapaped  at  Boucham,  declaring 
that  he  would  give  battle  to  the  Confederates :  an 
alteration  was  i^unediately  made  in  the  difpofition 
of  the  Alhes,  and  proper  precautions  taken  for  his 
reception*  He  advanced  in  order  of  battle;  but 
having  viewed  the  iituation  of  the  Confederates,  ht 
maicbed  back  to  the  Heights  of  St.  Lawrence,  where 
he  fixed  his  camp.  His  aim  was,  by  condnual  alarms, 
to  interrupt  the  liege  of  Douay,  which  was  vigoroufly 
defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Monfieur  Albergotti,  who  made  a  number 
of  fucceisful  ialUes,  in  which  the  beiie^^rs  loft  a  great 
number  of  men.  They  vwe  likewife  repulfed  in 
fbveral  aflaults :  but  ftill  proceeded  with  unremit- 
ted vigour,  until  the  befiegcd  being  reduced  to  the 
laft  .extremity,  were  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  June,  fifty  days  after  the  trenches 
had  been  opened.  The  generals  finding  it  imprac- 
^cable  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  were  p(^ed  within 
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firoiig  lines  firom  Arras  i»wardsMiramont^  tefofredc  hap* 
to  befiegeBcthune,  which  \ms  iiiiefted  ort  the  ^^^J^L^ 
teenth  day  of  Jtily/  aild  futrendei*e*i  on  the  twemy*    ,y,p^ 
ninth  of  Auguft.     Villars'  marched  but"  of  his  dn* 
trenchments  with  aviewtoraife  the  liege;  but  he 
did  not  think    proper  to  hazard '  an  engagement : 
fome  warm  (kirmiflies,  howe^'cr^  happened  between 
the  foragers  of  the  two  armie6.     After  the  redu6lion 
of  Bethune^  the  Allies  befieged  at  one  time  the  towns 
of  Aire  and  St.  Venant,  which  were  taken  without 
much  difficulty.    Then  the  armies  broke'  up,  and 
marched  into  winter-quarters. 

§*  XV.  The  campaign  on  the  Rhine  was  produc- 
tive of  no  military  event;  nor  was  any  thing  of 
confequence  trani^ded  in'  Piedmont.  The  Duke 
of  Savoy  being  indifpofed  ajid  out  of  humour,  the 
command  of  the  forces  flill  continued  veiled  in  Count 
lliaun,  who  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  Alps,  and  pe^ 
netrated  into  Dauphin^ :  but  the  Duke  of  Berwick 
had  cafl  up  entrenchments  in  the  moimtaiti^,  and 
taken  fuch  precautions  to  guard  them,  ais  baffled  alE 
the  attempts  of  the  Imperial  Generals  'Spain  wa» 
much  more  fruitful  of  military  incidents.  The  horf«? 
and  dragoons  in  the  army  of  King  Charles,  headed 
by  General  Stanhdpe,  attacked  the  whole  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  at  Almennara.  Stanhope  charged  in 
perfon,  and  with  his  own  hand  flew  General  Amet 
iaga,  who  commanded  the  guards  of  Philip.  The 
Spaniih  horfe  were  entirely  routed,  together  with  nine 
battalions  that  efcaped  by  favour  of  the  darknefsj 
and  the  main  body  of  the  army  retired  with  precipi- 
tation to  Lerida.  General  Staremberg  purfued  them 
to  Saragofia,  where  he  feund  them  drawn  up  in. 
order  of  batde ;  and  an  engagement  eftfuing  on  the 
ninth  day  of  Auguft,  the  enemy  were  totally  de- 
feated; five  thoufand  of  their  men  were  killed,  feven 
thouiand  taken,  together  with  all  their  artillery,  and 
a  great  number  of  colours  and  flandards.  King 
C^^l^s  ^at?(e4  Satagofla  in  triumph^  while  Philip 
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JiaoK^ith  the  wreck  of  his  amiy  retreated  to  Madrid. 
I.      Having  fcnt  his  Queen,  and  f on  to  Victoria,  he  re- 

^•*^^J^  tired  to  Vajladdid,  in  order  to  colled^  his  fcattcrcd 
forces,  fo  as  to  form  another  army.  The  good 
fortune  of  Charles  was  of  ihort  duration.  Stanhope 
propofed  that  he  Ihould  immediately  fecure  Pampe- 
luna,  the  only  pafs  by  which  the  French  King  could 
fend  troops  to  Spain ;  but  this  falutary  fchcme  was 
reje<ftcd.  King  Charles  proceeded  to  Madrid,  which 
was  deferted  by  all  the  grandees ;  and  he  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  that  the  Caftilians  were  univcr- 
fally  attached  to  his  competitor. 

^  XVI.  While  his  forces  continued  cantoned  in 
the  neigbourhood  of  Toledo,  the  King  of  France, 
at  the  requeft  of  Philip,  fent  the  duke  de  Vcndome 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Spanifh  army,  which 
was  at  the  feme  time  reinforced  by  detachments  of 
French  troops.  Vendome's  reputation  was  fo  high, 
and  his  peribn  fo  beloved  by  the  foldiery,  that  his 
presence  was  almoft  equivalent  to  an  army.  A  great 
Bumber  of  volunteers  immediately  aflembled .  to  fig- 
nalize  themfelves  under  the  eye  of  this  renowned 
General.  The  Caftilians  were  ialpircd  with  frcfh 
courage,  and  made  furprifing  eflfbrts  in  favour  of 
their  Sovereign ;  fo  that  in  Jefs  than  three  months 
after  his  defeat  at  Saragqila,  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  go  in  queft  of  his  rival.  Charles,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  totally  neglefted  by  the  Courts  of  Vienna 
and  Great-Britam,  which  took  no  fteps  to  fupply  his 
wants,  or  enable  him  to  profecute  the  advantages  he 
had  gained.  In  the  beginning  of  November  his 
army  marched  back  to  Saragofla,  and  was  cantoned 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cifiientes,  where  Starem- 
berg  eflablifhed  his  head-quarters.  General  Stan- 
hope, with  the  Britifh  forces,  was  quartered  in  the 
little  town  of  Brihuega,  where,  on  the  twentj'^-feventh 
day  of  the  month,  he  found  himfelf  fuddenly  fur- 
rounded  by  the  whole  Spanifh  army.  As  the  place 
w^  not  t^nable^  and  he  tiad  v^ry  little  amfuujution^ 
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he  was  obliged^  after  a  fbort  but  vigorous  refiftance^  chap. 
to  capitulate,  and  furrender  himfelf  and  all  his.  forces 
fuifoners  of  war  to  the  amount  of  two  thoufand^ 
men,  including  three  Lieutenant-generals/  one  Ma* 
jor-geneial,  one  Brigadier,  with  all  the  Colonels 
and  officers  of  the  refpedtive  regiments.  He  was 
greatly  cenfured  for  having  allowed  hujifelf  to  be 
furprifed ;  for  if  he  had  placed  a  guard  upon  the 
neighbouring  hills,  according  to  the  advice  of  Ge- 
nerai  Carpenter,  he  might  have  received  notice  of 
the  enemy's  approach  time  enough  to  retire  to  Cifu- 
entes.  Thither  he  had  detached  his  aide-du^amp^ 
with  an  account  of  his  iituation,  on  the  appearance 
of  the  Spanifh  army;  and  Staremberg  immediately 
afiembled  his  forces.  About  eleven  in  the  forenoon 
they  began  to  march  towards  Brihuega;  but  the 
roads  were  fo  bad,  that  night  overtook  them  before 
they  reached  the  heights  in  the  neighourhood  of 
that  place.  Staremberg  is  faid  to  have  loitered 
scway  nis  time  imneceilarily,  from  motives  of  envy 
to  tne  Engliih  General,  who  had  fuxrendered  before 
his  arrival.  The  troops  lay  all  night  on  their  arms 
near  Villa-viciofa, .  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  were  at- 
tacked  by  the  enemy,  who  doubled  their  number. 
Staremberg's  left  wing  was  utterly  defeated,  all  the 
infantry  that  compofed  it  having  been  cither  cut  in 
pieces  or  taken  :  but  the  vi6lors  inllead  of  following 
the  blow  began  to  plunder  the  bi^gage;  and 
Staremberg  with  his  right  wing  fought  their  left  with 
furprifing  valour  and  perfeverance  till  night.  Then 
they  retired  in  diforder,  leaving  him  mailer  of  the 
field  of  battle  and  of  all  their  artillery.  Six  tjioufand 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  on  the  fpot:  but  the  A]lie$ 
had  fufFered  fo  feverely  that  the  General  could  not 
maintain  his  ground.  He  ordered  the  cannon  to, 
be  luuled  up,  and  marched  to  Saragoila,  from 
whence  he  retired  to  Catalonia.  Tliither  he  waa 
purfued  by  the  Duke  de  Venjdome,  who  reduced 
Balaguer,  in  which  he  had  left  a  garnfon^  and  com* 
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BOO  Kpelled  him  to  take  fheltcr'iinder  the  walls  of  Bar^ 
^^-      celona.  At  this  period  the  Duke  de  Noailles  inyefted 
*7ioi    Gironne,  which   he  reduced'  notwithftanding    the 
feverity  of  the  weather  :  fo  that  Philip  frem  a  fugi- 
tive became  in  three  months  abfolute  mafter  of  thel 
whole  Spanifh   monarchy,   except  the  province  of 
Catalonia,  and  even  that  lay  open  to  his  incariions. 
Nothing  of  confequence  was  atchieved  on  the  lide  of 
Portugal,  from  whence  the  Earl  of  Galway  returned 
to  England  by  the  Queen's  pcrmiflion.    The  ope- 
rations of    the  Britifh  fleet,   during  this  iiimnier, 
were  fo  inconfiderable  as  fcarce   to  deferve  notice* 
Sir  John  Norris  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  with  a  view  to  fupport  the  Camifars,  who  where 
in  arms  in  the  Gevennes,  failed  to  Port  Cette,  within 
a  league  of  Marfcilles,  and  at  the  dillunce  of  fifteen 
from  the  infurgents.     The  place  furrendeped,  with- 
out oppofition,  to  about  feven  hundred  men  that 
landed  under  the  command  of  Major-Generai  Suiffim^ 
a  native  of  Languedoc.    He  likewife  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  town  and  caftle  of  Ayde ;  but  the  Duke 
de  Noailles  advancing  with  a  body  of  forces  to  join 
the  Duke  de  Roquelaire,  who  convnanded  in  thofe 
parts,  the  Englifh  abandoned  their  conquefts,   and 
re-embarked  with  precipitation.      After  the   battle 
of  Pultowa  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  reduced  all  Livo- 
nia: but  he  and  King  Auguftus  agreed  to  a  neu- 
trality for  Pomerania.     The  King  of  Sweden  conti- 
nued at  Bendor,   and  the  Grand  Signor  interefted 
himfelf  fo  much   in  favour  of  that    Prince,  as  to 
declare  war  againft  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia.    Hoftili- 
ties  were  carried  on  between  the  Swedifti  and  Danifh 
fleets  with  various   fuGcefs.      The    malcontents   in 
Hungary  fuftained  repeated  lofles  during  the  fum^ 
mer  :    but  they  were  encouraged  to  maintain   the 
war  by  the  rupture  between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and 
Ruffia.     They  were  flattered  with  hopes  of  auxilia- 
ries from  the  Turks ;   and  expelled  en^neers  and 
money  from  the  French  Monarch. 
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^  XVII.  In  England,  the  effedls  of  thofe  intrigues  C  HAP, 
which  had  been  formed  againft  the  Whig  Minifters^^^^Jv- 
began  to  appear.  The  trial  of  Sacheverel  had  ,7,0. 
excited  a  popular  fpirit  of  averfion  to  thofe  who 
favoured  the  Diflenters.  From  all  parts  of  thfe  king- 
dom addrefles  were  prefented  to  tlie  Queen,  cen- 
furing  all  refiftance  as  a  rebellious  do<5trine,  founded 
upon  anti-monarchical  and  republican  principles. 
At  the  fame  time  counter-addrefles  were  procured 
bv  the  Whigs,  extolling  the  Revolution,  and  mag- 
nifying the  conduct  of  the  prefent  Parliament.  The 
Queen  begin  to  exprcfs  her  attachn>ent  to  the  To- 
ries, by  mortifying  the  Duke  of  Marlborough- 
Upon  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Eflex  flie  wrote  to 
the  General,  deliring  that  the  regiment  which  had 
been  commanded  by  that  nobleman  fliould  be  given 
to  Mr.  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Mafham,  who  had 
fupplanted  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  in  the 
Queen's  friendftiip,  and  was,  in  efFeft,  the  fource  of 
this  political  revolution.  The  Duke  reprefented  to 
her  Majefty,  in  perfon,  the  prejudice  that  would 
redound  to  the  fervice  from  the  promotion  of  fuch 
a  young  officer  over  the  heads  of  a  great  many  brave 
men,  who  had  exhibited  repeated  proofs  of  valour 
and  capacity.  He  expoftulated  with  his  Sovereign 
on  this  extraordinary  mark  of  partial  regard  to  the 
brother  of  Mrs.  Mafham,  which  he  could  not  help 
confidering  as  a  declaration  againft  himfelf  and  his 
family,  who  had  fo  much  caufe  to  complain  of  that 
lady's  malice  and  ingratitude.  To  this  remon- 
ftrahce  the  Queen  made  no  other  reply,  but  that  he 
would  do  well  to  confulf  his  friends.  The  Earl  of 
Godolphin  enforced  his  friend's  arguments,  though 
without  efFe6l ;  and  the  Duke  retired  in  difguft  to 
Windfoi^  The  Queen  appeared  at  council  without 
taking  the  leall:  nodcfe  dinis  abfence,  which  did  not 
fail  to  alarm  the  whole  Whig  fadtion.  Several  no- 
blemen ventured  to  fpeakto  her  Majefty  on  the  fub- 
jciSl,  and. explain  the  bad  confequences  of  difobliging 
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Ka  man  who  had  done  fuch  eminent  ferviccs  to  tli« 
nation*     She  told  them  hi^  ferviccs  were  ftill  frefli 
in  her  memory ;  and  tlut  Ihe  retained  ill  her  formec 
kindnefs  for  his  perfqn.     Hearing,  however,  that  a 
popular  clamour  was  raifed,  and  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  intended  to  pafsfome.  votes  that  would  be 
dilagteeable  to  her  and  her  neW  counfellors,  ihe  or- 
dered the  Earl  of  Godolphin  to  write  to  the  Duke,  to 
difpofe  of  the  regiment  as  he  (liould  think  proper, 
and  return  to   town  immediately.     Before*  he  re- 
ceived this  intimation  he  had  lent  a  letter  to  the 
Queen,  defiring  ihe  would  permit  him  to  retire  from 
bufinefs.     In  anfwer  to  this  petition,  ihe  aiTored  him 
liis  fufpicions  were  groundlels,  and  infiiled  upon  hig 
coming  to    council.      The  Ducheft,  demanded  an 
audience  of  her  Majefty,  on  pretence  of  vindicating 
her  own  character  from  fome  afperiions.     She  hoped 
to  work  upon  the  Queen  s  tendernefs,!  and  retnevc 
the 'influence  ihe  had  loft.     She  proteiled,  argued, 
wept,  and  fupplicated  :  but  the  Queen  was  too  well 
pleafed  with  ncr  own  deUverance  froip  the  tyranny  of 
the  other's  friendfhip,  to  incur  fuch  ilavery  for  the 
fiiture.     All  the  humiliation  of  the  Duchefs  fer\'ed 
only  to  render  herfelf  the  more  contemptible.     The 
Queen  heard  her  without  exhibiting  the  leail  iign  of 
emotion,  and  all  ihe  would  vouchfafe,  was  a  repe- 
tition of  thefe  words,  "You  deiired  no  anfwer,  and 
"  you  (hall  have  none :"  alluding  to  an  expreilion 
in  a  letter  ihe  had  received  frpm  the  Duchefs.     As 
an  additional  mortification  to  the  miniftry,  the  office- 
of  Lord  Chamberlain  was  traasferred  from  the  Duke 
of  Kent  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewibury,  who  had  lately 
voted  with  the  Tories,  and  maintamcd  an  intimacy 
of  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Harley.    The  intcreft 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  not  even  fufficicnt 
to  prevent  the  difmiifion  of  his  own  fon4n<rIaw,  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  from  the  poft  of  Secretary  of 
State,    in  which  he  was  fucceeded  by  I^rd  l5art- 
mouth; 
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^  XVni.  The   Queen  was  generally  applaudedcHAP. 
for  thus  aflerting  her  juft  prerogative,   and  ^^^ing^^J^- 
herfelf  firejp  from  an  arbitrary  ca^al^  by  which  fhe^'^^^J^ 
had  been  fo  long  kept  in  dependence.    The  Duke 
of  Beaufort  went  to  Court  on  this  occafion^  and  told 
her  Majefty  he  was  extremely  glad  that  he  could 
now  falute  her  Queen  in  reality.     The  whole  Whig 
party  were  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  alterations.    The 
dire<9x)rs  of  the  Sank  reprefented  to  her  Majefty  the 
prejudice  that  would  undoubtedly  accrue  to  publick 
credit  from  a  change  of  the  miniftry.     The  Empe- 
ror and  the  States-General  interpofed  in  this  domef- 
tick  Revolution.     Their  minifters  at  London  pre- 
fented     memorials^     explaining    in    what    manner 
foreign  affairs  would  be  influenced  by  an  alteration 
in  the  Britifh  miniftry.    The  Oueen  aflured  them, 
that,  whatever  changes  might  be  made^  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  Ihould  be  continued  in  his  employ- 
ments.    In  the  month  of  Auguft  the  Earl  of  Godol- 
phin  was  diverted  of  his  office,  and  the  Treafury 
put  in  commiffion,    fubje<9ed   to  the  dire6lion  of 
Harley,   appointed   Chancellor    of  the   Exchequer 
and  Under-treafurer.     The  Earl  of  Rochefter  was 
declared  Prefident  of  the  council,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Somers:  the  ftafFof  Lord  Steward  being  taken 
fixMn   the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  was   given  to  the 
Duk^  of  Buckingham;  and  Mr.  Boyle  was  removed 
from  the  Secretary's  office,   to  msike  way  for  Mr. 
Henry  St.  John.    The  Lord  Chancellor  having  re- 
ligned  the  great  feal,  it  was  firft  put  in  commiilion, 
and  afterwards  given  to  Sir  Simon  Harcourt.    The 
Earl  of  Wharton  furrendered  his  commiffion  of  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  which  the  Qiieen  conferred 
on  the  Duke  of  Ormond.      The  Earl  of  Orford 
withdrew  himfelf  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty;  and 
Mr.  George  Granville  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
War,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Robert  Walpole.     The 
command  of  the  forces  in  Portugal  was  beftowed 
upon  the  Earl  of  Portmore:  the  Duke  of  HamiK 
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A  o  o  Kton  was  appointed  Lord-Iicutenant  of  the  county- 
^       palatine  6f  Lancaftcr.     In  a  word,  there  was  not 

^"^J^^^^dne  Whig  left  in  any  office  of  ftate/  except  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  would  have  renounced 
his  command,  had  he  not  been  eameftly  difluaded 
l>y  his  particular  friends  from  taking  fuch  a  flep  as 
might  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the 
nation.  That  the  triumph  of  the.Tories  might  be 
complete,  the  Queen  difTolved  the  Whig  Parlia- 
ment, after  fuch  precautions  were  taken  as  could  not 
fail  to  influence  the  new  cledlion  in  favour  of  the 
other  party. 

§  XlX.  To  this  end  nothing  fo  efFe6hially  con- 
tributed as  did  die  trial  of  Sacheverel,  who  wasr 
ufed  as  an  inftrument  and  tool  to  wind  and  turn  the 
paflions  of  the  vulgar. .  Having  been  prefented  to  a 
benefice  in  North  Wales,  he  went  in  prbceffion  to 
that  coimtry,  with  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence 
of  a  fovereign  prince.  He  was  fumptuoufly  enter- 
tained by  tlie  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  different 
noblemen,  who,  while  tliey  worfhipped  him  as  the 
idol  of  their  faction,  could  not  help  defpifing  the 
ebjecSl:  of  their  adoration.  He  was  received  in  feve- 
ral  towns  by  the  magiftrates  of  the  corporation  in 
their  formalities,  and  often  attended  by  a  body  of  a 
thoufand  horfe.  At  Bridgenorth  he  was  met  by 
Mr.  CrefwcU,  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  horfe, 
and  the  like  number  of  perfons  on  foot,  wearing 
white  knots  edged  with  gold,  and  three  leaves  of 
gilt  laurel  in  their  hats.  The  hedges  were  for  two 
miles  drcflcd  with  garlands  of  flowers,  and  lined 
with  people ;  and  the  fieeples  covered  with  ftream- 
crs,  flags,  and  colours.  Nothing  was  heard  but  the 
cry  of  "  The  Church  and  Dr.  Sacheverel."  The 
clergy  were  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  enthufiafm, 
which  feemed  to  fpread  like  a  contagion  through  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  and  had  fuch  efFeft 
upon  the  elections  for  a  new  Parliament,  that  very 
few  were  returned  as  members  but  fuch  as  had  diU 
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tiDguiifaed  themfelves  by  &ar  zeal  agsunfl  the  Whigc  HAP.. 
adiiuhifttation.  Now  tne  Queen  had  the  pWtfurc^^V^ 
tQ  fee  all  th^  qffiqes  of  ftatp,  the  lieutenancy  of  Lon-^^'^^]^^ 
don>  the  mitnag^ment  of  corporations^  and  th^  di^ 
re6tion  of  both  Houfe$  of  Parliament  in  the  hands 
of  xkit  Tories.  When  thefe  met  oix  the  twentyi-fifth 
day  of  November,  Mr.  Bromley  was  chofen  Speaker 
without  oppofition.  The  Queen,  in  her  ipcech, 
reconunended  the  profecution  of  the  war  with  vi- 
gour, efpeciaUy  in  Spain.  She  declared  herfqlf 
refolved  to  fupport  the  Church  of  England ;  to  pre- 
ferve  the  BritiA  conftitiition  according  to  the  vnion; 
tP:iQaintain  the  indulgence  by  law  allowed  tofc^u-' 
pulous  confciences;  and  to  employ  none  but  fuch 
as  were  heartily  attached  to  the  Pn>teftj|nt  fycqef- 
iion  in  the  Houfe  of  H^ove^.  The  LorcJjB  in  their 
addrefs,  prqmifed  tQ  concur  in  all  reafon^blp  Qiea^  r 
fares  towajtds  procuring  an  honourably  peace.  The 
Commons  were  more  warm  and  hearty  in  their  afluf 
ranees,  exhorting  her  Majeiiy  to  difcountenance 
all  fuch  principles  and  meafures  as  had  lately  threat- 
ened  her  Roy4  crown  and  dignity;  meafures,  which 
whenever  they  might  pfevaU,  would  prove  fatal  to 
the  whole  cgnititution,  both  in  Church  and  State. 
After  this  declaration  they  proceeded  to  confider 
the  eflimates,  and  cheerfully  .panted  the  fupphes  for 
the  cnfuing  year,  part  of  w£ch  was  raided  by  two 
lotteries.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  Earl  of  Scar- 
borough moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  fhould 
be  returned  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  but  the 
Duke  of  Argyle»m^  fome  obuedtions  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  tlie  Greneral's  friends,  dreading  the  con- 
fequence  of  putting  the  queftion,  poftponed  the 
eonfideratiori  of  this  .propolal  until  the  Duke  fhould 
return  fronx  the .  continent.  The  Earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough was  appointed  Ambafladpr  Extraordinary  to 
the  Imperial  court :  the  Earl  of  Rivers  was  fent  in 
the  fame  quality  to  Hanover :  Mr.  Richard  Hill 
was  nominated  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  United 
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BOO  KProvincedy  as  well  as  to  the  council  of  State  ap- 
^^^^^^^pointed  for  the  government  of  the  Spanifh  Nether- 
lytQ^  lands^  in  the  room  of  Lieutenant-Genend  Cadogan. 
Meredith,  Macartney,  and  Honeywood,  were  de- 
prived of  thfeir  regiments,  becaufe  in  their  cups 
they  had  drank  confufion  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. 

§  XX.  This  nobleman  arrived  in  England  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  December.  He  conferred 
about  half  an  hour  in  private  with  the  Queen^  and 
next  morning  ailifled  at  a  committee  of  the  privy- 
council.  Her  Majefty  gave  him  to  imderiland,  that 
he  needed  not  to  expe6t  the  thanks  of  the  Parliament 
as  formerly:  and  told  him  fhe  hoped  he  would  live 
well  with  her  minifters.  He  exprefled  no  refent- 
ment  at  the  alterations  which  had  been  made ;  but 
refolved  to  acquiefce  in  the  Queen's  pleafure,  and 
retain  the  command  of  the  army  on  her  own  terms. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  January,  the  Queen  fent  a 
mcflage  to  both  Houfes,  intimating  that  there  had 
been  an  action  in  Spain  to  the  difadvantage  of  King 
Charles :  that  the  dams^e  having  fallen  particularly 
on  the  Englifti  forces,  fte  had  given  directions  for 
fending  and  procuring  troops  to  repair  the  lofs,  and 
hoped  the  Parliament  woiJd  approve  her  condudi. 
Both  Houfes  feized  this  opportunity  of  venting  their 
fpleen  againil  the  old  miniftry.  The  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land is  difgfaced  by  the  violent  conduct  ot  two  tur- 
bulent fa<Stions  which,  in  their  turn,  engroiled  the 
adminiilration,  and  legiikuve  power.  The  Parlia- 
mentary Orain  was  quite  altered.  One  can  hardly 
conceive  how  refolutions  fo  widely  different  could 
be  taken  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  with  any  fliadow  of 
reafon  and  decorum.  Marlborough,  who  but  a  few 
months  before  had  been  fo  highly  extolled  and  ca- 
refled  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  was  now 
become  the  obje6t  of  parliamentary  hatred  and  cen- 
fure,  though  no  fenfible  alteration  had  happclR^d  in 
his  condud  or  fuccefs.  That  hero,  who  had  re- 
trieved 
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trieved  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  arms^  won  fo  nunjc  hap. 
battTes^^  fubaued  fuch  a  number  of  towns  and  dit-  .   .^» 
trids,  hittnbled  the  pride  and  checked  the  ambition  ^^^^J^^ 
of  France,  fecured^e  liberty  of  Europe,  and,  as  it 
wer^,  chained  vidlory  to  his  chariot  wheels,  was  in  a 
few  weeks  dwindled  into  an  obje6t  of  contempt  and 
derifion.    He  was  ridiculed  in  publick  libels,  and 
reviled  in  private  converfation,  Inftances  were  every 
where  repeated  of  his  fraud,  avarice,  and  extortion; 
his  infolence,  cruelty,  ambition,  and  mifcondu6l: 
even  his  courage  was  called  in  queftion;  and  this 
confummate  General  was  reprefented  as  the  loweft 
of  mankind.    So  unftable  is  the  popularity  of  every 
character  that  fluduates  between  two  oppofite  tides 
of  fa6tion. 

§  XXI.  The  Lords,  in  their  anfwer  to  the  Queei|*$ 
mdlage,  ^declared,  that  as  the  misfortune  in  Spain 
might  have  been  occafioned  by  fome  preceding  mif* 
management,  they  would  ule  their  utmoll  endea* 
vours  to  difcover  it,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  like  for  the 
future.  They  fet  on  foot  an  inquiry  concerning 
the  afiairs  of  Spain ;  and  the  Earl  of  Peterborough 
being  examinea  before  the  committee,  imputed  all 
the  mifcarriages  in  the  courfe  of  that  war  to  the  Earl 
of  Galway  and  General  Stanhope,  Notwithftanding 
the  defence  of  Galway,  which  was  clear  and  con* 
vincing,  the  Houfe  refolved.  That  the  Earl  of  Pe- 
terborough had  given  a  faithful  and  honourable  ac- 
count of  the  councils  of  war  in  Valencia;  That  the 
Earl  of  Gralway,  Lord  Tyrawley,  and  General  Stan- 
hope, in  advifing  an  ofTeniive  war,  bad  been  the 
unhappy  occafion  of  the  batde  at  Almanza,  the 
fource  of  our  misfortunes  in  Spain,  and  one  great 
caufe  of  the  difappointment  ot  the  expedition  to 
Toulon,  concerted  with  her  Majefty.  They  voted 
that  the  profecution  of  an  oifeniive  war  in  Spain 
was  approved  and  dire<Sed  by  the  Minifters,  who 
were,  tnerefore,  juilly  blameable,  as  haying  contri- 
buted to  all  our  misfortunes  in  Spaing  and  to  the 
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j  6  b  Kdifappointmcnt  of  the  expedition  againft  Toulon: 
''•  That  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  during  his  command 
^"^[t^J^^in  Spain,  had  performed  many  great  and  eminent 
fcrvices ; ,  and,  if  his  opinion  had  been  followed,  it 
might  have  prevented  the  misf6i1iiries  that  cnfued. 
Thcti  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  moved.  That  the 
thanks  of  tjre  Houfe  fhould  be  given  to  the  Earl, 
fbr  his  reniarkable  and  eminent  fer\aces' ;  knd  thefe 
he  aflually  received  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord- 
Keeper  Hafcourt,  who  took  this  opportunity  to  drop 
fome  oblique  refledlions  upon  the  mercenary  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Duke  of  Mariborough.  The  Houfe, 
proceeding  in  the  inquiry,  pafled  another  vote,  im- 
porting, that  the  late  miniftry  had  been  negligent 
in  managing  the  Spanifh  war,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  the  nation.  Finding  that  the  Portuguele  troops 
were  pofted  on  the  right  of  the  Englifh  at  the  battle 
of  Almahza,  they  refolved.  That  the  Earl  of  Gal- 
way,  in  yielding  this  point,  had  adled  contrary  to 
the  honour  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 
Thefe  refolutions  they  included  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
.  Queen,  who  had  been  prefent  during  the  debates, 
which  were  extremely  violeiit;  and  to  every  feparate 
YOte  was  attached  a  fevere  proteft.  Thefe  were 
.not  the  proceedings  of  candour  and  national  jufticc, 
but  the  ebullitions  of  party  zeal  and  rancorous  ani* 
molity. 

^  XXII.  While  the  Lords  were  employed  in  this 
inquiry,  the  Commons  examined  certain  abufes 
which  had  crept  into  the  management  of  the  navy; 
and  fome  Mnfures  were  pafled  upon  certain  perfons 
concerned  in  contrails  for  viiShialling  the  {eamen. 
The  inhabitants  of  St.  01ave*s  and  other  parifties 
prefented  a  petition,  complaining  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  Palatines,  inhabiting  one  houfe,  might  pro- 
duce among  them  a  contagious  diftemper ;  and  in 
time  become  a  charge  to  the  piiblick,  as  they  were 
defiitute  of  all  vifible  means  of  fubfiftence.  Xhi* 
petition  had  been  pixKrured  by  the  Tories,  that  the 
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HouCe  oF  Commons  mi^ht  have  another  handle  for  c  H  a  f. 
attacking  the  late  Miniftry.    A  committee  was  ^Pr^^^^J^L^ 
pointed  to  inquire  upon  vhat  invitation  ox  cncpu-    ,7,^^  • 
ragement  thc^e   Palatines  had  come   to  England. 
The  papers  relating  to  this  affair  bebg  laid  before 
them  by  the  Queen's  order,  and  perufcd,  the  Houfo 
rcfolved.  That  the  inviting  and  bringing  over  th* 
poor  Palatines  of  all  religions,  at  the  pul>lick  ex- 
pence,  was  an  extravagant  and  unreafonabk  charge 
to  the  kingdom,  and  a  fcandalous  milapplication  of 
the  pablick  mone}%  tending  to  the  increafe  and  op^ 
preflion  of  the  poor,  and  of  dangerous  confequcnce 
to  the  conititution  in  Church  and  State ;  and^  That 
whoever  advifed  their  being  brought  over  was  an 
enemy  to  the  Queen  and  kingdom.    Animated  by 
the  heat  of  this  inquiry,  they  pafled  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  a(^  for  a  general  natiu^izatibn  of  all  Pro- 
teilants :  but  this  was  reje&ed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
Another   bill  was  ena<5led  into  a  law,  importing 
That  no  perfon  fhould  be  deemed  qualified  for  re-  , 
prefenting  a  county  in  Parliament,  unlefs  he  poflefled 
an,  eftate  of  iix  hundred  pounds  a-year;  and  reftridl- 
ing  the  qualification  of  burgefs  to  half  that  fam. 
The  delign  of  this  bill  was  to  exclude  trading  people 
from  the  Houfe  of  Conunons,  and  to  lodge  the  legif- 
lative  power  with  the  land-holders.      A  third  a(3; 
pafled,  permitting  the  importation  of  French  wine 
m  neutral  bottoms :  a  bill  againil  which  the  Whigs 
loudly  exclaiiQed,  as  a  national  evil,  and  a  fcandaloua 
compliment  to  the  enemy. 

^  XXIII*  A  violent  party  in  the  Houfe  jof  Com- 
mons began  to  look  upon  Haiky  as  a  lukewarm 
Tory,  becauTe  he  would  not  enter  precipitately  into 
all  their  fadlious  meafures^  they  even  began  to 
fufpedl  his  principles,  when  his  credit  was  re« 
efiabbfhed  by  a  very  lingular  accident*  Guifcard, 
the  French  partifan,  of  whom  mention  hath  already 
been  made,  thaught  himfelf  very  ill  .rewarded  for 
his  fendces^  withaprecariousfernion^f  four  hwi- 
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BOO  Kdred  pounds,  which  he  enjoyed  from  the  Queen*s 
^-      bounty.     He  had  been  renounced  by  St.  John,  the 

^^^^formcT  companion  of  his  pleafures :  he  had  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  obtain  an  audience  of  the  Queen, 
with  a  view  to  demand  more  confiderable  appoint- 
ments. Harley^as  his  enemy,  and  all  accefs  to  her 
Majefty  was  denied.  Enraged  at  thefe  difappoint- 
ments,  he  attempted  to  make  his  peace  with  the 
Court  of  France,  and  offered  his  fervices,  in  a  letter 
to  one  Moreau,  a  banker  in  Paris.  This  packet, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  tranfmit  by  the  way  of  Por- 
tugal, was  intercepted,  and  a  warrant  ifliied  out  to 
apprehend  him  for  high-treafon.  When  the  mef- 
fenger  difarmed  him  in  St.  James's  Park,  he  exhi- 
bited marks  of  guilty  confufion  and  defpair,  and 
begged  that  he  would  kill  him  dire6lly.  Being  con- 
veyed to  the  cockpit,  in  a  fort  of  phrehzy,  he  per- 
ceived a  penknife  lying  upon  a  table,  and  took  it  up 
without  being  perceived  by  the  attendants.  A  com- 
mittee of  council  was  immediately  fummoned,  and 
Guifcard  brought  before  them  to  be  examined. 
Finding  that  his  correfpondence  with  Moreau  was 
difcovered,  he  defired  to  fpeak  in  private  with  Se- 
cretary St.  John,  whom,  in  all  probability,  he  had 
refplved  to  aflaffinate.  His  requeft  being  refufcd, 
he  f^d,  "  That's  hard !  not  one  word !"  St,  John 
being  out  of  his  reach,  he  ftepped  up  to  Mr.  Hkrley, 
and  exclaiming,  "  Have  at  thee,  then !"  ftabbed 
hini  in  the  breaft  with  the  penknife  which  he  had 
concealed.  The  inftrUment  broke  upon  the  bone, 
without  penetrating  into  the  cavity:  neverthelefs,  he 
repeated  the  blow  with  fuch  force,  that  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchepuer  fell  to  the  ground.  Secretary 
St.  John,  feeing  him  fall,  cried  out,  "  The  villain 
"has  killed  Mr.  Harley!'*  and  drew  his  fword. 
Several  other  members  followed  his  example,  and 
wounded  Guifcard  in  feveral  places.  Yet  he  made 
a  defperate  defence,  until  he  was  overpowered  by  the 
jneffengers'rod  fervants,   and  -  conveyed  from  the 
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council-chamber,  which  he  had  filled  with  terror,  chap. 
tumult,  and  confuiion.     His  wounds,  though  dan-^?^^^^ 
gcrous,  were  not  mortal :  but  he  died  of  a  gangrene    ,7,0, 
occafioned  by  the  bruifes  he  had  fuila^ed.    This 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  Harley,  by  a  perfon  who 
wanted  to  eftablifh  a  traitorous  correipondence  with 
France,  extinguiihed  the  fufpicions  of  thofe  who  be- 
gan to  doubt  that  •miniftcr's   integrity.     The  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament^  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Queen, 
declared  their  beUef,  that  Mr.  Harley's  fidelity  to 
her  Majefty,  and  2cal  for   her  fenrice,  had  drawn 
upon  him  the  hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  Popery 
and  fadion.     They  befought  her  Majefty  to  take  all  Burnet, 
poffible  care  of  her  facred  perfon ;  and,  for  that  piuvQii'"*?^ 
pofe,  to  give  directions  for  caufing  Papifts  to  be  re^xoicy!*^ 
moved  from  the  cities  of  London  and  Wcftminfter.  Bufchet, 
A  proclamation  was  publifhed,  ordering  the  laws  to|][eDukr«f 
be  ftriiMy  put  in  execution  againft  Papifts.     WhenMaribo- 
Harley  appeared  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  after^'Jf^'^ji^^ 
his  recovery,  he  was  congratulated  upon  it  by  thecondua 
Speaker,  in  a  florid  and  fulfome  premeditated  fpeech.**^  ****  ^■- 
Aji  a6t  was  paflfed,  decreeing.  That  an  attempt  upouMwii^ 
the  life  6f  a  Privy-counfellor  (hould  be  felony  with-«'o«gi>. 
out  benefit  of  clergy.     The  Earl  of  Rochefter  dying,S//J> 
Harley  became  fole  minifter,  was  created  Baron  of  ihc  AdmU 
Wigmore,  and  raifed  to  the  rank  of  Earl,  by  the*"*^'-  . 
noble  and  ancient  title  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer:  ''^^*"' 
to  crown  his  profperity,    he  was   appointed   Lord- 
Treafurer,  and  vefted  with  the'  fupreme  adminiftra- 
tion  of  affairs. 

^  XXIV.  The  Commons  empowered  certain  per- An.  1711. 
fons  to  examine  all  the  grants  made  by  King  Wil- 
liam, and  report  the  value  of  them,  as  well  as  the 
confiderations  upon  which  they  were  made.  Upon 
their  report  a  bill  was  formed  and  pafltd  that  Houfe  ; 
but  the  Lords  rejeded.  it  at  the  firft  reading.  Their 
next  ftep  was  to  examine  the  publick  accounts,  with 
a  view  to  fix  an  imputation  on  the  Earl  of  Godol- 
phin.  They  voted,  That  above  five-and-thirty  mil- 
lions 
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BOO  Klions  of  tba  money  gmnted  by  Parliafnent  remained 
^'      unaccounted  for<     This  fum>    however,    included 
J1711.    forae  accounts  in  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  and 
King  William*    One  half  of  the  whole  was  charged 
to  Mt.  Bridges,  the  paymalter,  who  had  actually  ac- 
counted for  all  thfc  money  he  had  received,  except 
about  three  millions,  though  thcfe  accounts  had  not 
paflcd  through  the  Auditor's  offic^.     The  Commons 
afterwards   proteeded    to  inquire  into  tlie  debts  of 
the  Navy,  that  exceeded  five  millions,  which,  widi 
many  other   debts,   were   thrown   into    one    Hock, 
amounting   to    nine     millions    four    hundred    and 
feventy-one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  tWi-enty-five 
pounds.     A  fund  was  formed  for  pa}ing  an  intereft 
or  annuity  of  fix  per  cent,  until  the  principal  fhould 
be  difcharged ;  and  with  this  was  granted  a  monopoly- 
of  a  projeSed  trade  in  the  South  Sea,  veiled  in  the 
proprietors  of  Navy-bills,    Pebenturcs,    and   other 
publick  fecurities,  which  were  incorporated  for  this 
purpofc.      Such  was  the  origin  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,   founded  upon  a  clilmerical  fuppofition, 
that  the  Englifh  would  be  permitted  to  trade  upon 
the  coaft  of  Peru  in  the  Weft-Indies.     Perhaps,  the 
new  miniftrv  hoped  to  obtain  this  permiffion,  as  an 
equivalent  for  their  abandoning  the  intereft  of  King 
Charles,  with  relpecft  to  his  pretenfions  upon  Spain. 
By  this  time  the  Emperor  Jofeph  had  daed  of  the 
Imall-pox  without  male  iftue  ;  fo  that  his  brothers 
immediate  ^m  was  to  fucceed  him  on  the  Imperial 
throne.     This  event  was,   on  the  twentieth  day  of 
April,  communicated  by  a  mefiage  from  the  Queen 
to  both  Houfes.     She  told  them,  that  the  States- 
General  had  concurred  with  her  in  a  refolution  to . 
fupport  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  that  they  had 
already  taken  fuch  meafures  as  would  fccure  the  elec- 
tion of  Charles  as  head  of  the  Empire. 

§  XXV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  order  to 
demonltrate  their  attachment  to  the  Churcli,  in  can- 
fequence  of  an  addrefs  frorn^  the  Lower  Houfe  of 
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Convocatioh,  and  t  quickening  meflage  ftom  thee  tt  A^. 
Queen,  pafled  a  bill  for  bitiWing  fifty  new  churches  ^^^^,,^^ 
in  the  fuburbs  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  ap-  tjti. 
propriatcd  for  this  purpofe  the  duty  upon  coals, 
which  had  been  granted  for  the  building  of  St.  Paulas, 
now  finifhed.  This  impbfition  was  continued  until 
it  fliould  raife  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  At  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  the 
Commons  prefcnted  a  remonftrance  or  reprefenta- 
tion  to  the  Queen,  in  which  they  told  her,  that  they 
had  not  only  raifed  the  neceflary  fupplies,  but  alfo 
difcharged  the  heavy  debts  of  which  the  nation  had 
fo  long  and  juftly  complained.  They  faid,  that,  in 
tracing  the  cauleis  of  this  debt,  they  had  difcovered 
fiuud,  embezzlctnent,  and  mifsmplication  of  the 
publick  money :  that  they  who  of  late  years  had  the 
management  of  the  Treafury  were  guilty  of  notd-  ' 

lious  breach  of  truft  and  injuftice  to  the  nation,  in 
allowing  above  thirty  millions  to  remain  imac- 
counted  for;  a  purpofed  omiffion  that  looked  like 
a  defign  to  conceal  embezzlements.  They  begged 
hpr  Majefty  would  give  inunediate  dire(5lions  for 
compelling  the  feveral  Impreft  Accountants  fpeedily 
to  pafs  their  accounts.  They  exprefled  their  hope, 
that  fuch  of  the  accountants  as  nad  negle6led  their 
duty  in  prcfecuting  their  accounts,  ought  no  longer 
to  be  entrufted  with  the  publick  money.  ITiey  af- 
firmed, that  from  all  thefe  evil  pra<ftices,  and  worfe 
defigns  of  fomc  perfons,  who  had,  by  falfe  profef- 
fions  of  love  to  their  country,  infinuated  tliemfelves 
into  her  royal  favour,  irreparable  mifchief  would 
have  accrued  to  the  publick,  had  not  her  Majefty,  in 
her  great  wifdom,  feafonably  difcovered  the  fatal 
tendency  of  fuch  meafures,  and  removed  from  the 
adminiftration  thofe  who  had  fo  ill  anfwered  her  Mi-» 
jelly's  favourable  opinion,  and  in  fo  many  inftances 
grofily  iabufed  die  truft  repofed  in  them.  They  ob- 
fetved  that  her  people  could  with  •  greater  patience 
have  Vbfibred  ib&  mrteafoki  injiories  done  to  then>- 

felyes. 


204  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOO  Kfelves,  by  the  frauds  and  depredations. of  fuch  evil 
^'      minillers,  had  not  the  fame  men  proceeded  to  treat 

^^^^her  facred  perfon  with  undutifiihiefs  and  difregard. 
This  reprelentation  being  circulated  through  the 
kmgdom,  produced  the  defired  eflfeft  of  inflaming 
the  minds  of  the  people  againft  the  late  miniftry. 
Such  expedients  were  become  neceflary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Oxford's  proje^l,  which  was  to  put  a  fpcedy 
end  to  a  war  that  had  already  fubjedled  the  people 
to  grievous  oppreflion,  and  even  accumulated  heavy 
burthens  to  be  tranfmitted  to  their  pollerity.  The 
nation  was  infpired  by  extravagant  ideas  of  glory 
and  conqueft,  even  to  a  rage  of  war-making ;  fo 
that  the  new  minifters,  in  order  to  difpel  thofe  dan- 
gerous chimeras,  were  obliged  to  take  meafures  for 
exciting  their  indignation  and  contempt  againft  thofe 

Ecrfpns  whom  they  had  formerly  idolifed  as  their 
eroes  and  patriots.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  June, 
the  Queen,  having  given  the  Royal  affent  to  feveral 
publick  and  private  bills,  made  an  afFeftionate  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes.  She  thanked  the  Conamons,  in 
the  warmeft  expreffions,  for  having  complied  with 
all  her  defires ;  for  having  baffled  the  expectations 
of  her  enemies  in  finding  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year ;  in  haying  granted  greater  fums  than 
were  ever  given  to  any  Prince  in  one  feffion  ;  and  in 
having  fettled  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  publick 
debts,  fo  that  the  credit  of  the  nation  was  reilored. 
She  exprefTed  her  earneft  concern  for  the  fucceilion 
of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ;  and  her  fixed  refolu- 
tion  to  fupport  and  encourage  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land as  by  law  eflabliihed.  Then  the  Parliament 
was  prorogued. 

^  XXVI.  Of  the  Convocation  which  was  aflem- 
blcd  with  the  new  Parliament,  the  Lower  Houfe 
chofe  Dr,  Atterbury,  their  Prolocutor.  He  was  an 
entcrprifing  eccleii^liick,  of  extenfive  learning,  acute 
talents,  violendy  attached  to  Tory  principles,  and 
intimately  connedted  vnth  the  Prime  Minifter,  Ox- 
ford; 
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ford ;  fo  that  he  diredled  all  the  proceeding  In  thee  hap. 
Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation,  in  concert  with  ^^at^^^^^^;^^ 
minifter.    The  Queen,  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbiihop,    ,,„, 
fignified   her  hope,    that  the  confultations  of  the 
clergy  might  be  of  ufe  to  reprefs-  the  attempts  of 
loofe  and  prophane  perfons.   She  fent  a  Ucence  under 
the  Broad  Seal,  empowering  them  to  fit  and  do  bu- 
finels  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  ever  had  been  granted 
fince  the  reformation.    They  were  ordered  to  lav 
before  the  Queen  an  account  of  the  exceffive  growtn 
of  in6dehty  and  herefy,  as  well  as  of  other  abiifes, 
f^  that  necellary  meafures  might  be  taken  for  a  refor- 
mation.   The  Biihops  were  purpofely  flighted  and 
overlooked,  becaufe  they  had  lived  in  harmony  with 
the  late   miniilers.     A  committee  being  appointed 
to  d^w  iq>  a  reprefentation  of  the  prefent  ilate  of 
die  Church  and  Religion,  Attei;bury  undertook  the 
talk,  and  compofed  a  remonilrance  diat  contained 
the  moft  keen  and  fevere  ftriftures  upon  the  Admi- 
niftration,  as  it  had  been  exercifcd  fince  the  time  of 
die  Revolution.    Another  was  penned  by  the  Bifliops 
in  more  moderaite  terms ;    and  fevenil   regulations, 
were  made,  but  in  none  of  thefe  did  the  two  Houfes 
agree.    They  concurred,  however,  in  cenfuring  fojne 
tenets  favouring  Arianifm,  broached  and  fupported 
by  Mr.  Whifton,   Mathematical  Profeflbr  in  Cam- 
bridge.    He  had  been  expelled  the  univerfit}',  and 
wrote  a  vindication  of  hiiplelf,  dedicated  to  the  Con- 
vocation.     The  Archbiihop  doubted  whether  this. 
aflembly  could  proceed  againft  a  man  for  herefy  ? 
the  Judges  were  confulted,  and  the  majority  ofthemr 
gave  in  their  opinion,  that  the  Convocation  had  a- 
junfdidtipn.     Four  of  them  profeflcd  the  contrary.- 
fentiment,  which  they  maintained  from  the  ftattttes> 
made  at  the  Reformation.     The  Queen,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Kihops,  faid,  that  as  there  was  now  no  doubt 
of  their  jurifdi<Stion,  ftie  expefted  they  would  pro- 
ceed in    the    matter  before  them.      Frefh  fcruples 
arifing,  they  determined  to  examine  the  book,  with-. 
1  *  out 
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BOO  Kcmt  procecdii^  againft  the  author^  and  tbis  was  ctxi- 
^^v^^fured  accordingly.  An  extr»<5t  of  thke  fentence  was 
^^JJJ^fcnt  to  the  Queen ;  but  (he  did  A0t  figmfj^  her  plea* 
fure  on  this  fubjeiSt,  and  the  Afiauc  remained  in 
&fpence.  Whifton  pubUfhed  a  work  tafQur  vduincs^ 
juiufying  hia  doctrine,  and  .maint^boing  that  the 
ApoftoUcal  Conftitudons  were  not  only  canomcal^ 
biit  alfo  preferable  in  point  of  authority  to  the  Epiftks 
and  the  Gofpel.    . 

^  XXVIL  The  new  nuniftryhad  not  yet  deter- 
mined to  fuperfede  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  the< 
command  of  the  army.  This  was  a  ftep  which  could 
not  be  taken  without  giving  lunbrage  to  the  Dutch 
and  other  Allies.  He,  therefore,  fet  out  for  Holland 
in  the  month  of  February,  after  the  Q^^^^  h*d  afiured 
him,  that  he  might  depend  upon  the  pun&ual  pay- 
ment of  the  forces.  Having  conferred  with  the  De- 
puties of  the  States  about  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, he,  about  the  middle  of  April,  aflemblcd  the 
army  at  Orchies,  between  Lifle  and  Douay;.  while 
Marefchal  de  Villars  drew  together  the  French  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cambray  and  Aoas.  Louis 
had  by  this  time  depopulated  as  well  as  impofve- 
riihed  his  kingdom ;  yet  his  fubje6b  Aill  flocked  to 
his  llandard  with  furprifing  fpirit  and  attachment. 
Under  the  prefliire  of  extreme  mifery  they  uttered 
not  one  complaint  of  their  Sovereign,  but  imputed 
all  their  calamities  to  the  pride  and  obfiinacy  of  the 
Allies.  Exclufive  of  all  the  other  impofitions  that 
were  laid  upon  that  people,  they  confented  to  .pay 
the  tenth  penny  of  their  whole  fubftance :  but  all 
their  efforts  of  loyalty  and  afFe6Jion  to  their  Prince 
would  have  been  ineffe<Shial,  had  not  the. merchants 
of  the  kingdom,  by  the  permillion  of  Philip,,  under- 
taken repeated  voyages  to  the  South  Sea,  firom 
whence  they  brought  home  immenfe  treafures ;  wliile 
die  Allies  took  no  fteps  for  intercepting  thefe  fup- 
plies,  though  nothing  could  have  iDcen  more  eafy 
for  the  Englifh  than  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  this 
,6  great 
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great refcnirce,  and  convert  it  to  their  own  advan-CHApC 
tage.  Had  a  fquadron  of  Ihips  been  annually  em-  x* 
ployed  for  this  purpofe,  the  fubjedls  of  France  and'^*'^^^^^ 
Spain  muft  hare  been  literally  ftarved,  and  Louis 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  fuch  terms  as  the  Confederates 
might  have  thought  proper  to  impofe.  Villars  had 
found  means  to  afftmblc  a  very  numerous  army, 
with  which  he  encariipcd  behind  the  river  Sanfet,  in 
fuch  an  advantageous  poft  as  could  not  be  attacked 
with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs.  Meanwhile  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  pafTed  the  fcarp,  and  formed  his 
camp  between  Douay  and  Bouchain,  where  he  was 
joined  by  Prince  Eugene  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 
May.  This  General,  however,  did  not  long  remain 
in  the'  Netherlands.  Underftanding  that  detach- 
ments had  been  made  from  the  army  of  Villars  to 
the  Rhine,  and  that  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria  intended  . 
to  acl  in  the  Empire,  the  Prince,  by  order  from  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  marched  towards  the  Upper  Rhine 
u-ith  the  Imperial  and  Palatine  troops,  to  fecure 
Gemiany.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  repaffing  the 
fcarp,  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Lens,  from  whence 
he  advanced  towards  Aire,  as  if  he  had  intended  to 
attack  the  French  lines  in  that  quarter.  Thefc  lines 
beginning  at  Bouchain  on  the  Schelde,  were  conti- 
nued along  the  Sanfet  and  the  fcarp  to  Arras,  and 
thence  along  the  upper  fcarp  to  Ganche.  Thev 
were  defended  by  redoubts  and  other  works,  in  fucn 
a  -manner,  that  Villars  judged  they  were  impreg- 
nable, and  called  them  the  'Ne  phis  ultra  of  Marl* 
borough. 

^  ^3&VIII.  This  nobleman  advancing  within  two 
leagues  of  the  French  lines,  ordered  a  great  number 
of  fafcines  to  be  made,  declaring  he  would  attack 
them  the  next  morning ;  fo  that  villars  drew  all  his 
forces  on  that  fide,  in  full  expcdtation  of  an  engage- 
ment. The  Duke,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  paf- 
lage  of  the  Sanfet  by  Arleux  would  be  left  un- 
guarded, had   ordered   the  Generals  Cadogan  and 

Hompcfch 
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BOO  KHorn'pefch  to  aflemble  twenty  battalions  and  feven- 
^^V^teen  fquadrons  from  Douay  and  the  neighbouring 
«7xx.    garrifons,  to    march  to  Arleux^  where  they  ihould 
endeavour  to  pafs  the  Sanfet.     Brigadier  Sutton  was 
detached  with  the  artillery  and    pontoons^    to  lay 
bridges  over  the  canal  near  Goulezen,  and  over  the 
fcarp  at  Vitry,    while   the  Di^e,    with    the  whole 
confederate   army  began    his    march    for  the  iame 
place  about  nine  in  the    evening.      He  proceeded 
with  fuch  expedition,  that  by  five  in  the  morning  he 
{jafled  the  river  at  Vitry.     There  he  received  intel- 
ligence, that  Hompefch  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the 
pafles  on  the  Sanfet  and  Schelde  without  oppofition, 
the  enemy  ha\dng  withdrawn  their  detachments  from 
that  fide,  jufl:  as  he   had  imagined.     He  himfelf, 
with  his  vknguard  of  fifty  fquadrons,  haftened  his 
march  towards  Arleux,  and  before  eight  of  the  clock 
arrived  at  Baci-Bachuel,  where  in  two  hours  he  was 
joined  by  the  heads  of  the  columns  into  which  he 
had  divided  his  infantry. .  Villars  being  certified  of 
his  intention,  about  two  in  the  mormng,  decamped 
with  his  whole  army,    and  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  King's  houfehold  troops,    marched  all 
night  with  fuch  expedition,  that  about  eleven  in  the 
forenoon  he  was  in  fight  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, who  had  by  this  time  joined  Count  Hom- 
pefch.    The  French  General  immediately  retreated 
to  the  main  body  of  his  army,  which  had  advanced 
to  the  high  road  between  Arras  and  Cambray,  while 
the  Allies  encamped  upon  the  Schelde,  between  Ois 
and  Efirun,  after  a   march  of  ten  leagues  without 
halting,  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory.     By  this 
plan,  fo  happily  executed,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
fairly  outwitted  Villars,  ijjid,  without  the  lols  of  one 
man,  entered  the  lines^which  he  had  pronounced 
impregnable.    This  ftroke  of  the  Englifh  General 
was  extolled  as  a  mafter-piece  of  military  {kill,  while 
Villars  was  expofed  to  the  ridicule  even  of  his  own 
officers.    The  Field-Deputies  of  the  States-General 

propofed 


ANNE*  200 

prc^fed  that  he  (hould  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  c  Hjv.  p. 
who  palled  the  Schelde  at  Crevecoeur,  in  order  to      ^• 
cover  Bouchain  :  but  the  Duke  would  not  hazafd  ^n'^"^^^^'^^ 
engagement,  confidering  how  much  the  army  was 
fatigued  by  the  long  march ;  and  that  any  misfor- 
tune, while  they  continued  within  th^  French  lines, 
might    be    fatal.      His    intention  was  to    beiiege 
Bouchain;  an  cnterprize  that  was  deemed  imprac- 
ticable, inafmuch  as  the  place  was  lituated  in  a  mo- 
rafs,  Aton^y  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  numerous 
garnfon,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  army  fupcrior 
in  number  to  that  of  the  Allies.     Notwithftanding 
thefe  difadvasktages,  and  the  diiTuafions  of  his  own 
friends,  he  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege  :  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  difpatched  Brigadier  Sutton  to,  Eng- 
land, with  an  account  of  his  having  pafled  the  French 
lines ;  which  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  his  enemies 
They  had  prognofticated  that  nothing  would  be  done 
during  this  campaign,  and  began  to  infinuate  that 
the  Duke  could  ftrike  no  ftroke  of  importance  with- 
out the  aiiiftance  of  Prince  Eugene.    They  now  en- 
deavoured to  leflen  the  glory  of  his  fuccefs  ;  and 
even  taxed  him  with  having  removed  his  camp  from 
a  convenient  iituatien  to  a  place  where  the  troops 
were  in  danger  of  ftarving.    Nothing  could  be  more 
provoking   than   this  fcandalous    malevolence  to  a 
great  man  who  had  done  fo  much  honour  to  his 
country,  and  waa  then  adually  expofing  his  life  in 
her  fervice. 

§  XXIX.  On  the  tenth  day  of  Auguft  Bouchain 
was  invefted,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  exerted 
himfelf  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  vigilance  and 
capacity,  well  knowing  the  difficulties  of  the  under- 
taking, and  how  much  his  reputation  would  depend 
upon  his  fuccefs.  Villars  had  taken  every  [»ecau^ 
tioi>  that  his  ikill  and  experience  could  fuggeft,  to 
haifie  tfcc  endeavour3  of  the  Englifti  General.  Ha 
had  ^reinforced  the  garrifoR  to  the  number  of  fix 
thoufand  chofen  men,  commanded  by  officers- of 
VOL.  IX.  P  known 
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■BOO  Kknown  courage  and  ability. .  He  made  feme  efforts 
^•_  to  raife  the  fiege  ;  but  they  were  rendered  inefFec- 
^  ''tual  by  the  confummate  ^mdence  and  activity  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Then  he  laid  a  fcheme 
for  furprizing  Douay,  which  likewifc  mifcarried.  If 
we  confider  tbjf  the  JEnglilh  General,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plan,  was  obliged  to  form  lines,  erecft 
regular  forts,  raife  batteries,  throw  bridges  over  a 
river,  make  a  caufeway  through  a  deep  morafs, 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  convoys  againft  a  nume- 
rous arnriy  on  one  fide,  and  the  garrilons  of  Conde 
and  Valenciennes  on  the  other,  we  mull  allow  this 
was  the  boldeft  enterprize  of  the  whole  war  :  that  it 
required  all  the  fortitude,  Ikill,  and  refolution  ot  a 
great  general,  and  all  the  valour  and  intrepidity  of 
the  confederate  troops,  who  had  fcarce  ever  exhi- 
bited fuch  amazing  proofs  of  courage  upon  any  other 
occafion  as  they  now  difplayed  at  the  fiege  of  Bou- 
chain.  In  twenty  days  after  the  trenckes  were 
opened,  the  ganifon  were  'obliged  to  furrender  them- 
felves  prifoners  of  war ;  and  this  conqueft  was  the 
laft  military  exploit  performed  by  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough :  the  breaches  of  Bouchain  were  no  fooner 
repaired  than  the  oppofite  armies  began  to  feparate, 
and  the  allied  forces  were  quartered  in  the  frontier 
towns,  that  they  might  be  at  hand  to  take  the  field 
early  in  the  fpring.  They  were  now  in  poflefi[ion  of 
the  Maelb,  almoll  a§  far  as  the  Sambre  ;  of  the 
Sch(,lde  from  Tournay  ;  and  of  the  Lys  as  fu*  as  it 
is  navigable.  They  had  reduced  Spanifh  Guelder- 
land,  Limburg,  Brabant,  Flanders,  and  the  grcateft 
part  of  Hainault :  they  were  maAers  of  the  foirp  ; 
and,  by  the  conqueft  of  Bouchain,  they  had  opened 
to  themfelves  a  way  into  the  very  bowels  of  Fiance. 
AH  thefe  acquifitions  were  owing  to  the.valour  and 
tondudl  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  now  re- 
turned to  the  Hague,  ^nd  arrived  in  England  about 
the  middle  of  November. 

^  XXX. 


Anne.  211 

\  XXX.  The  Queen  had  conferred  the  commando  H  a  p, 
tof  her  forces  in  Spain  upon  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  x« 
who  was  recalled  from  the  fervice  in  Flanders  for'^^^JT^T*'"^ 
that  pufpofe.  He  had  long  been  at  variance  with 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  a  circumftance  which 
recommended  him  the  more  ftrongly  to  the  miniftry. 
He  landed  at  Barcelona  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May, 
and  found  the  Britifh  troo^  in'  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
for  want  of  fubfiflence.  The  Treafurer  had  pro- 
tnifed  to  fupply  him  liberally ;  the  Commons  nad 
granted  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  that  fervice.  All  their  hopes  of  fuccels  were 
fixed  on  the  campaign  in  that  kingdom;  and  in- 
deed the  army  commanded  by  the  Duke  de  Ven- 
dome  was  in  fuch  a  wretched  condition,  that  if  Sta- 
remberg  had  been  properly  fupported  by  the  Allies, 
he  might  have  obtained  fignal  advantages.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  having  waited  in  vain  for  the  pro- 
mifed  remittances,  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  on 
his  own  credit,  before  the  Britifh  troopis  could  take 
the  field.  At  length,  Staremberg  advanced  towards 
the  enemy,  who  attacked  him  at  the  pafs  of  Prato 
del  Rey,  where  they  were  repulfed  with  confiderable 
damage.  After  this  adlion  the  Duke  of  Argyle  was 
feized  with  a  violent  fever,  and  conveyed  back  to 
Barcelona.  Vendome  invrefted  the  caftle  of  Cardona, 
which  was  vigoroufly  defended  till  the  end  of  De- 
cember, when  a  detachment  being  fent  to  the  relief 
of  the  place,  defeated  the  befiegers,  killed  two  thou- 
fand on  the  fpot,  and  took  all  their  artillery,  ammu- 
nition, and  baggage.  Staremberg  was  unable  to 
follow  the  blow  :  the  Duke  of  Argyle  wrote  prefling 
letters  to  the  miniftry,  and  loudly  complained  that 
he  was  altogether  unfupported ;  but  all  his  renion- 
ftrances  were  ineffedlual :  no  remittances  arrived ; 
and  he  returned  to  England  without  having  been 
able  to  attempt  any  thing  of  importance.  In  Sep- 
tember, King  Charles,  leaving  his  Queen  at  Barce- 
lona, fet  fail  for  Italy,  and  at  Milan  had  an  inter- 
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BOO  Kview  with  die  Duke  of  Savoy,  where  all  difpute$ 
^^Jv^were  compromifcd.  That  Prince  had  forced  his 
4711-  ^^y  ^^^^  Savoy,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Rhine  : 
but  he  fuddenly  halted  in  the  middle  of  his  career, 
and  after  a  ihort  campaign  repafled  the  mountains. 
Prince  Eugene,  at  the  head  of  the  German  forces, 
j)rote6ted  the  Eledlors  at  Frankfort  from  the  de- 
iigns  of  the  enemy,  and  Charles  was  unanimoufly 
chofen  Emperor;  the  Electors  of  Cplogn  and  Ba- 
varia having  been  excluded  from  voting,  becaufc 
they  lay  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire.  The  war 
between  the  Ottoman  Porte  and  the  Mufcovites 
was  of  fl>ort  duration.  The  Czar  advanced  fo  far 
into  Moldavia,  that  he  was  cut  off  from  all  fupplies, 
and  altogether  in  the  power  of  his  enemy.  In  this 
emergency,  he  found  means  to  corrupt  the  Grand 
Vizir  in  private,  while  in  publick  he  propofcd  arti- 
cles of  peace  that  were  accepted.  The  King  of 
Sweden,  who  was  in  the  Tiu^kilh  army,  charged 
the  Vizir  with  treachery,  and  that  minifter  was  adlu- 
ally  difgraced.  The  Grand  Signior  threatened  to 
renew  the  war ;  but  he  was  appeafed  by  the  Czar's 
furrendering  Afoph. 

§  XXXI.  The  Englifh  miniftry  had  conceived 
great  expectations  /rom  an  expedition  againft  Que- 
bec and  Placentia,  in  North-America,  planned  by 
Colonel  Nicholfon,  who  had  taken  pofleffion  of 
Isova-Scotia,  and  garrifoned  Pprte-Royal,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Anapolis.  He  had  brought 
four  Indian  chiefs  to  England,  and  reprefented  the 
advantages  that  would  redound  to  the  nation  in 
point  of  commerce,  fhould  the  Frencli  be  expelled 
from  North-America.  The  minifters  relifhed  the 
propofal.  A  body  of  five  thoufand  men  w^as  em- 
barked in  tranfports,  under  the  command  of  Briga* 
dier  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Mafliam ;  and  they  failed 
from  Plymouth  in  the  beginning  of  May,  with  a 
ftrong  fquadron  of  (hips  commanded  by  Sir  Hoven- 
den  WaJkcr.      At  Bofton  in  New  England,    they 
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vrett  joined  by  twd  regiments  of  Provincials ;  andc hap. 
about  four  thoaiknd  men,  coniifting  of  American  ^^^^^V^ 
planters^  Palatines,  and  Indiana,  rendezvoufcd  ^x^'^^^^^ 
Albany,  in  order  to  neiarch  by  land  into  Canada, 
while  the  fleet  failed  up  the  river  of  that  name.  On 
the  tw^e&ty^firft  day  o5f  Auguft,  they  were  expofed 
to  a  violent  florm,  and  driven  among  rocks,  where 
eight  tranfports  perifhed^  with  about  eight  hundred 
men.  The  Admiral  immediately  failed  back  to 
Spanifh-River  Bay,  where  it  was  determined  in  a 
council  of  war,  tnat  as  die  fleet  and  forces  were  vic- 
tualled for  ten  weeks  only,  and  they  could  not  de-. 
pend  upon  a  fupply  of  provifions  from  New  Eng- 
land, they  fhould  return  home,  without  making  any 
further  attempt.  Such  was  the  iffiie  of  this  paltry 
expedition,  entmftcd  to  the  dire<Stion  of  an  officer 
without  talents  and  experience. 

^  XXXII.  In  the  Irifh  Parliament  held  during 
the  fummer,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  and  tlic  majo- 
rity of  the  Peers  fupported  the  Tory  intcreft,  while 
the  Commons  exprefftd  die  warmeft  attachment  to 
Revolution  principles.  The  two  Houfes  made  ftre- 
nuous  reprefentations,  and  pafled  feverc  refolutions 
againft  each  other.  After  the  fcffion.  Sir  Conftan- 
tine  Phipps,  the  Chancellor,  and  General  Ingbldlby,- 
were  appointed  Juftices  in  the  abfence  of  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  who  returned  to  England  in  the  month 
of  November.  In  Scotland  the  Jacobites  made  na 
fcruple  of  profeiiing  their  principles  and  attachments 
to  tne  Pretender.  The  Ducheis  of  Gordon  pre- 
fented  the  Faculty  of  Advdcates  with  a  filver  mcdal^ 
repreienring  the  Chevalier  dc  St.  Geoi^;  and  oh 
the  reverfe  the  Britiflr  •  tflands,  with  the  motto 
"  Reddii^eJ'  After  fome  debate,  it  was  voted  by 
a  majority  of  iixty*three  voices  againft  twelve,  ^tke^ 
the  Ducheis  fhould  be  thanked  for  this  token  of  her 
regard.  This  tafk  was  performed,  by.  Dimdafs  of 
Arniiloun,  who  thanked  her  Gra^^e  for  having  pre* 
fented  them^idi  a  medal 'Of  their  Sovereign  Lord 

the 
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B  o  o  Kthe  King;  hoping,  and  being  confident,  that  hcf 
^-  Grace  would  very  foon  have  an  opportunity  to  com-s. 
iy„.  pliment  the  Faculty  with  a  fecond  medal,  ftrack 
upon  the  relloration  of  the  King  and  Royal  femily, 
upon  the  finifhing  rebelUon,  ufurping  tyranny,  and 
whiggery.  An  account  of  this  tranfa^tion  being 
laid  before  the  Queen,  the  Lord-Advocate  was 
ordered  to  inquire  into  the  particulars.  Then  the 
Faculty  were  fo  intimidated,  that  they  difowned 
Dundafs,  and  Home  his  accomphce.  They  pre- 
tended that  the  affair  of  the  medal  had  been  tianf- 
atSted  by  a  party  at  an  occafional  meeting,. and  not 
by  general  confent ;  and  by  a  folenm  a<9:  they  dcr 
clared  their  attachment  to  the  Queen  and  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffion.  The  Court  was  fatisficd  with  this 
atonement :  but  the  Rcfident  from  Hanover  having 
prcfented  a  memorial  to  the  Queen,  defiling  that 
jbundafs  and  his  aflbciates  might  be  profecuted,  the 
government  removed  Sir  David  Dalrymple  from 
his  office  of  Lord-Advocate,  on  pretence  of  his 
having  been  too  remifs  in  profecuting  thofe  delin- 
quents ;  and  no  further  inquiry  was  made  into  the 
main 

^  XXXIIL  For  fome  time  a  negociation  for 
peace  had  been  carrying  on  between  the  Court  of 
rrance  and  the  new  minifters,  who  had  a  double 
aim  in  this  meafure :  namely,  to  mortify  the  Whigs 
and  the  Dutch,  whom  they  detefled,  and  to  free 
their  country  from  a  ruinous  war,  which  had  all  the 
appearance  of  becoming  habitual  to  the  conllitution. 
They  forefaw  the  rifque  they  would  ran  by  entering 
into  fuch  meafures,  Ihould  ever  the  oppofitc  fa<5tion 
regain  the  afcendancy :  Jthey  knew  the  Whigs  would 
employ  all  their  art  and  influence,  which  was  very 
powerful,  in  obflruding  the  peace,  and  in  raifing  a 
popular  clamour  againfl  the  treaty.  But  their  mo- 
tives for  treating  were  fuch  as  prompted  them  to 
imdervalue  aU  thofe  difficulties  and  dangers*  They 
hoped  to  obtain  fuch  advantages  in  point  of  com- 
merce 
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cnerce  for  the  fubjcdts  of  Great-Britain,  as  wonldCHAP. 
iilence  all  detradiion.     They  did  not  doubt  of  being  ,^^^^^^^^^^ 
able  to    maintain   the    fuperiority  which  they  had    ,7,1. 
acquired  in  Parliament ;  and  perhaps  fome  of  them 
cherifbed  views  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  whofe 
fucceffion  to  the  Crown  would  have  efte<9:ually  efta-. 
bliihed  their  dominion  over  the  oppofite  party.     The 
Barlof.Jerfey,  who  aded  in  concert  with  Oxford, 
fcnt  a  private  meflage  to  the  Court  of  France,  im- 
porting the  Queen's  earneft  defire  of  peace,  repse- 
lenting  the  impoifibility  of.  a  private  negociation,  as 
the  minillry  was  obUged  to  adl  with  the  utmoft  cir-    . 
cumfpe6tion,  and  defiring  that  Louis  would  propofe 
to  the  Dutch  a  renewal  of  the  conferences,  in  which 
cafe  the  EngUih  Plenipotentiaries  ihbuld  have  fuch 
in(fa:u(^ons,  that  it  would  be  impoilible  for  the  States- 
General  to   prevent  the  conclufion  of   the  treaty.- 
This  intimation  was  delivered  by  one  Gualtier,  an 
obfcure  prieft,    who   adled    as  Chaplain   to  Count 
Gallas,  ^e    Imperial  Ambaflador,    and   had   been 
employed  as  a  fpy  by  the  French  miniftry,  fince  the 
ccMnmencement  of  holtilities.     His  connexion  with 
Lord  Jerfey  was  by  means  of  that  nobleman's  lady, 
who  profeiled  the  Roman  Catholick  religion.     His 
meflage  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  Court  of  Ver- 
failles.      He  retiu-ned  to  London,  with  a  letter  of 
compliment  from  the  Marquis  de  Torcy  to  tiie  Earl 
of  Jerfey,  in  which  that  minifter  aflured  him  of  his 
mafier's  fincere  inclination  for  peace,  though  he  was 
averfe  to  a  renewal  of  the  conferences  with  Uie  States- 
General.     Gualtier  wrote  a  letter  to  Verfailles,  de- 
firing  in  the  name  of  the  Englifli  miniftry,  that  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  would  communicate  to  them 
his  propofals  for  a  general  peace,  which  tliey  would 
Coimnumcate  to  the  States-G^i)eral,  tliat  they  might 
negociate  in  concert  with  their  allies.      A  general 
anfwer  being  ma^jle  to  thi3  intimation,  Gualtier  made 
a  fecond  journey  to  Verfailles,  and  brought  over  a 
juen^orial^  which   was   immediately  tratun^itted   to 

Holland. 
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BOO  K  Holland.     In  the  mean  time,  the  Penfldnary  t^A^i^ 
!•      voured  to  renew  the  conferences  in  Holland-     Pet- 

^^^JI^^T^kum  wrote  to  the  French  miniftry,  that  if  his  Ma- 
jefty  would  refume  the  negociation,  in  concert  witfr 
the  Queen  of  Great-Britain,  he  (hould  certainly  have 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  condu<ft  of  the  Dutch 
deputies.  This  propofal  Louis  declined,  at  thd 
delire  of  the  Englifli  minifters. 

§  XXXIV.  The  States-General  having  pcrufcd 
the  memorial,  afliired  Queen  Anne  that  they  were 
ready  to  join  with  her  in  contributing  to  the  conclu-> 
lion  of  a  durable  peace  ;  but  they  exprefled  a  dcfire 
that  the  French  King  would  communicate  a  niore 
particular  plan  for  fecuring  the  intereft  of  the  allied 
powers,  and  for  fettling  the  repofe  of  Europe. 
Gualticr  was  once  more  tent  to  Verfailles,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Prior,  who  had  refided  in  France,  33 
Secretary  to  the  embaffies  of  the  Earls  of  Portland 
and  Jerfey.  This  gentleman  had  acquired  fome 
reputation  by  his  poetical  talents ;  was  a  man  of 
uncommon  ability,  infinuating  addrefs,  and  pcrfeftly 
devoted  to  the  Tory  intereft.  He  was  empowered 
to  communicate  the  preliminary  demands  of  the 
Englifh  ;  to  receive  the  anfwer  of  the  French  King ; 
and  demand  whether  or  not  King  Philip  had  tranf- 
mitted  a  power  of  treating  to  his  grandfather.  He 
arrived 'incognito  at  Fontainbleau,  and  prefented 
the  Queen's  memorial,  in  which  fhe  demanded  a 
barrier  for  the  Dutch  in  the  Netherlands,  and  an^ 
other  on  the  Rhine  for  the  Empire  ;  a  feciirity  for  the 
Dutch  commerce,  and  a  general  farisfad^on  to  all 
her  allies.  She  required  that  the  flrong  places  taken 
from  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fhould  be  reftored ;  and 
that  he  (hould  poflefs  fuch  towns  and  diflritfts  in  Italy 
as  had  been  ceded  to  him  in  treaties  between  him 
and  his  allies ;  that  Louis  (hould  acknowledge  Queen 
Anne  and  the  Ptoteftant  fuccefflon;  demolilh  the 
fortifications  of  Dunkirk ;  and  agree  to  "a  new  tr«ity 
of  commerce  :  that  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  Ihould 

be 


be  peMed  toiiie  Crown  o£  England ;  that  the  Negro  c  h  a  f^ 
trade  in^Ainenca^  at  tl»t  time  carried  on  by  the^^^^^ 
ffcendr,  fhmrid  be  ceded  to  the  EngUfli,  together  i^nj 
with,  fome  towns  on  tha^rcontinent,  where  the  flaves 
mi^ht  be  refireihed.  She-expe6ted  fecurity  that  her 
fab}edb  trading  to  SpBia  ihould  enjoy  all  advantages* 
gramed  by  that  CAvlffh  to.the  moft  iGnroured  nation :: 
that  fhe  fhohld  be  put  in  pofieflion  of  Newfoundland 
and  Hu<StfO£i's-Bay,  either  by  way  of  reilitution  or 
oeffion ;  and  that  both  nations  fliould  continue  to. 
enjoy  whatever  territories  diey  m^ht  be  poflefled  o£ 
in  North- America  at  the'ratificatton  of  the  treaties. 
She  Hkewife  iniifled  upon  a.  fectuity  that  the  Crownsr 
of  France  and  Spain  ihould  never  be  united  on  the 
fame  he^.  Her  Majefly  no  longer  iniifled  upoa 
Philip^fr  being  expelled  fitxn  the  throne  of  Spain  by 
the  arms  of  his  own  gmndf^her.  She  now  perceived 
that  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftnur 
would*  he  as  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  Europe,  as 
ever  thkt  of  the  family  of  Bourbon  had  been  in  the 
zenith  of  its  glory.  She  might  have  remembered 
the  exc^flive  power,  the  infolence,  the  ambition  o£ 
Charles  V*  and  Philip  11.  who  had  enflaved  fo  many^ 
ccmntries,  and  embroiled  all  Europe.  She  was  lin^ 
cerely  ddirdus.of  peace,  from  motives  of  humanity 
and  compaflion  to  her  fubjedls  and  fellow-creatures : 
fhe  was  eagerly  bent -upon  procuring' fuch  advantages 
to  her  people,  as  would  enable  them  to  difcharge 
the  heavy  lead:  of  debt  under  which  they  laboured, 
and  t^comfkdnce  them  in  ibme.  meafuTe  for  the  blood 
and  treafure  they  had  fo  lavilhly  expended  in  the 
profecution  of  the  war.  Thefe  were  the  fentiments 
of  a  ChriitianrPrincefs;  of  an  amiable  and  pious 
Sovereign,  who  bore  a  (hare  in  the  grievances  of  her 
fiibjeiSb,  and  looked  upon  them  with  the  eyes  of 
mai!emal  aflfedtion.  She  thought  (he  had  the  better 
title  to  infift  lipon  thofe  advantages,  as  they  had 
been  already  igraAted  to  her  fubjeds  in  a  private 
treaty  with  King  Charles* 

^  XXXV. 
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k:  §  XXXV.  As  Prior's  powers  were  litnitftd  jin  fndt 
a  manner  that  he  could  not  negociate, .  Mr-.  Mena«> 
ger,  deputy  from  the  city  of  Rouen  t6  the  Soard  of 
Trade,  accompanied  the  Englifh  nuiuft«r-to,JLon- 
don,  with  fiill  powers  to  fettle  the  preUmiBartt»  of 
the  treaty.  On  his  arrival  in  London,  the  Ouccn 
immediately  commiffioncd  the  Duke  of  Shrcw&uxy, 
the  Earls  of  Jerfey,  Dartmouth, .  Oxford,*  and  Mr. 
St.  John,  to  treat  with  him ;  and  the  codlifeilehces 
were  immediately  begim.  .  Aftcf  long  and  various 
difputes,  they  agreed  upon  certain  preliminary  arti- 
cles, whichi  on  the  eighth  day  of  0<9:obcr,  were 
figncd  by  the  French  minifter,  and  by  the  two  Secre- 
taries of  State,  in  coafequence  of  a  written  order 
from  her  Majefty.  Then  Menager  was  privately 
introduced  to  the  Queen  at  Windfor.  She-told  him 
ike  was  averfe  to  war :  that  Ihe  would  exert  all  her 
power  to  conclude  a  fpeedy  peace :  that  fhe  ihould 
be  glad  to  live  upon  good  terms  with  the.  King  of 
France,  to  whom  ihe  was  fo  neady  allied  in  blood  :■ 
Ihe  exprefled  her  hope  that  there  would  be  a  clofer 
union  after  the  peace  between  them,  and .  between 
their  fubje(9:s,  cemented  by  a  perfedl  correfpondence 
and  friendlhip.  The  Earl  of  Strafltbrd,  who  had 
been  lately  recalled  from  the  Hague,  where  he  re- 
iided  as  ambaflador,  was  now  fent  back  to  Holland, 
with  orders -to  communicate  to  the  •  Peniianary.  the 
propofalS'Of  peace. which  France  had  made  ;  to  fig* 
nify  the  Queen's  approbation  of  them,  ahd  propofe 
a  place  where  the  Plenipotentiaries,  fbould  aflemok* 
The  Engliih  miniilers  now  engaged  in  «m  intimate 
correfponidence  with  the  Court  of  Vearfailles ;  and 
Marefchal  Tallard  being  releafed  from  his.  confine- 
ment at  Nottingham,  was  allowed  tQ  return  to  his 
own  country  on  hisi  parole.  After  the  departure  of 
Menager,  the:  preliminaries  were  communicated  ta 
Count  Gallas,  the  Emperor's  miiiiTter,  who,  in 
order  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the*  geQ|>fe3  caufed 
them  to  be  tranflated,  and  inferttd  io'oiie  of  the 
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dsoly  papers.    This  ftep  was  fo  much  refented  byC  H  a.  P. 
the  Queen,    that  Ihe  fent   a  meflage,    defiring  ^c,J^\.,,^ 
would  come  no  more  to  Court ;  but  that  he  might     17  n, 
leave  the  kingdom  as  foon  as  he  fliould  think  proper. 
He  took  the  hint,  and  retired  accordingly ;  but  the 
Queen  gave  the  Emperor  to  underftand,  that  any 
other  miniftfer  he  (hould  appoint  would  be  admitted 
by  her  without  hefltation. 

§  XXXVI.  The  States  of  Holland,  alarmed  at 
the  preliminaries,  fent  over  Buys,  as  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary, to  intercede  with  the  Queen,  that  fhe 
would  alter  her  refolutions ;  but  (he  continued  fleady 
to  her  purpoCe ;  and  th&  Ea^l  of  Straftbrd  demanded 
the  immediate  concurrence  of  the  States,  declaring, 
in  the  Queen*s  name,  that  fhe  would  look  upon  any 
deUy,  on  their  part,  as  a  refufal  to  comply  with  her 
propoiitions.  Intimidated  by  this  declaration,  they 
agreed  to  open  the  general  conferences  at  Utrecht 
on  the  firft  day  of  January.  They  granted  paffports 
to  th,e  French  ipinillers ;  while  the  Queen  appointed 
Robinfon,  Bifhop  of  Briftol,  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
her  pl^potentiaries  at  the  congrefs.  Charles,  the 
new  Emperor,  being  at  Milan  when  he  received  a 
copy  of  the  preliminaries,  wrote  circular  letters  to 
the  Electors  and  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  exhort- 
ing them  to  perfift  in  their  engagements  to  the  grand 
alliaoce.  He  likewife  defired  the  States-General  to 
join  councils  with  him  in  perfuading  the  Queen  of 
England  to  reje6l  the^propofals  of  France,  and  pro- 
fecilte.  the  war ;  or  at  leaft  to  negociate  on  the  foun- 
dation oif  the  firft  preliminaries,  which  had  been 
figned  by  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.  He  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  fame  purpofe  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
who  received  it  with  the  moft  mortifying  indifference. 
No  wonder  that  he  (hould  zealouHy  contend  for  the 
continuance  of  a  war,  the  expence  of  which  flie  and 
the  Dutch  had  hitherto  almoft  wholly  defrayed. 
The  new  preliminaries  were  feverely  attacked  by  the 
Whigs,  who  ridfculed  and  reviled  the  miniftry  in 

word 
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word  and  writing.      Pamphlets^   libels,   and:  Utxi-* 

poons  were  to-day  publfftied  by  .one  ^^dlion^  and  to- 
T;^!.  morrow  aoifwered  by  the  other.  •  They  contained  all 
the  iniinuatigns  of.  malice  afid  contempt,  all  the  bit- 
temefs  of  reproach,  and  al].the  rancour  of  recrimi- 
nation. In  the  midft  of  this  contention  the  Q>ueea 
difpatched  the  Earl  of  Rivers  to  Hanover,  with  an 
afliirance  to  the  Elector,  that  his  fuccei&Oti  to  th^ 
Crown  (hould  be  effectually  afcertaincd  in  the 
treaty.  The  Earl  brought  back  an  anfwef  in  wri-» 
tijig  :  but,  at  the  fame  mne,  hi^  Ele<5loral  Highneit 
ordered  Baron  de  Bothmar,  his  Ekivoy  in  £ng-« 
land,  JO  prefcnt  a  memorial  to  the  Queen,  reprc-r 
fenting  the  pernicious  confequences  of  Plujiip'$  re^ 
maining  in  polfeffion  of  Spain  and  the  Weft-lpdies. 
This  remonltrance  the  Baron  publifhed,  by  way  of 
appeal  to  the  people,  and  the  Whigs  ei^tolled  it 
with  the  higheft  encomiums :  but  the  Queen  and 
her  miniilers  refented  this  ilep,  as  an  oiiicious  and 
inflammatory  interpofition. 

^  XXXVIL  The  prppofals  of  peace  made  by  the 
French  King  were  difagreeable  even  to  fome  indi- 
viduals of  the  Tory  party,  and  certain  Peers,  who 
had  hitherto  adhered  to  that  intereft,  agreed  with 
the  Whigs,  to  make  a  remonftrance  againil  the  pre- 
liminary articles.  The  Court  being  apprifed  of 
their  intention,  prorogued  the  Parliament  till  the 
feventh  day  of  December,  in  expcdlation  of  the 
Scottilh  Peers,  who  could  call  the  balance-  in  fa- 
vour of  tbe.miniftry.  In  her  fpeech  at  thei  open-* 
ing  of  the  feflion,  f  he  told  them,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  arts  of  thofe  who  delighted  in  war,  the  place 
and  time  were  appointed  for  a  congrefs ;  and  that 
the  States-General  had  exprefled  their  entire  confi- 
dence in  her  c0ndu<T:*  She  declared  her  chief 
concern  jQiould  be  to.  fecure  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  ;  to  procure  all  the 
advantages  tp  the  nation  which  a  tender  and  aftec- 
tionate  Spverc^n  could  procure  fur  a. dutiful  and 
3  loval 
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loyal  people;  and  to  obtain  fatisfii<ftion  for  all  herCHAP, 
allies.  She  obferved,  that  the  moft  effedlual  way^^^v^ 
to  procure  an  advantageous  peace,'  would  be  to  ^^i,, 
make  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  vi- 
gour. She  recommended  unanimity,  and  prayed 
God  would  dire<Sl  their  confultations.  In  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  who  had  now 
ailbciated  himfelf  with  the  Whigs,  inveighed  againft 
the  preliminaries  as  captious  and  infumcient,  and 
offered  a  claufe  to  be  inferted  in  the  addrefs  of 
thanks,  reprefenting  to  her  Majefty,  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Houfe,  no  peace  could  be  fafe  ox. 
honourable  to  Great  Britain  or  Europe,  if  Spain 
and  tlie  Weft- Indies  Ihould  be  allotted  to  any  branch 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  A  violent  debate  enfued, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  the  Earl  of  Anglefey  repre- 
fentcd  the  neceffity  of  ealing  the  nation  of  the  bur- 
thens incurred  by  an  expenfive  war.  He  affirmed 
that  a  good  peace  might  have  beehf  procured  imme- 
diately after  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  if  it  had  not 
been  prevented  by  fome  perfons  who  prolonged  the 
war  for  their  own  private  intereft.  Tliis  infmuarion 
was  levelled  at  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  made 
a  long  fpeech  in  his  own  vindication.  He  bowed 
to  the  pUce  where  the  Queen  fat  incognito ;  and  ap-  • 
pealed  to  her,  whether,  while  he  had  the  honour  to 
ferve  her  Majefly  as  General  and  Plenipotentiary,  he 
had  not  conltantly  informed  her  and  her  council  of 
all, the  propofals  of  peace  which  had  been  nude; 
and  had  not  defired  inftructions  for  his  conduct  on 
that  fubjedl.  He  declared,  upon  his  confcience,  and 
in  prefence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  before  whom  he 
cxpefted  foon  to  appear,  that  he  was  ever  ddirous 
9f  a  fefe,  honourable,  and  lading  peace;  and  that^ 
be  was  always  very  far  from  entertaining  any  defign 
of  prolon^ng  the  wax  for  his  own  private  advantage, 
as  his  enemies  had  moft  falfely  infinuated.  At  laft, 
thequeftion  being  put,  Whether  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham's advice  Ihould  be  part  of  the.  addrcis  ;  it    ^ 

was 
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BOO  Kwas  carried  in  the  affirmatire  by  a  fttiall  majoritj^i 
'•       The  addrcfs   was    accordingly  prefentcd,    and   the 

^"^^^^[7^  Queen,  in  her  anfwer,  faid,  flie  fhould  be  very  forry 
any  one  could  think  fhe  would  not  do  her  utmoft  to 
recover  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies  fiPom  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon.  Againft  this  advice,  howe^^er,  feveral 
Peers  protefted,  becaufe -there  was  no  precedent  for 
inferting  a  claufe  of  advice  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  j 
and  becaufe  they  looked  upon  it  as  an  invafion  of 
the  Royal  prerogative.  In  the  addrefs  of  the  Com- 
mons there  was  no  fuch  article  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
anfwer  they  received  was  warm  and  cordial* 

§  XXXVIII.  The  Duke. of  Hamilton  claiming  a 
feat  in  the  Houfe  ]of  Peers,  as  Duke  pf^randon,  a 
title  he  had  lately  received,  was  oppofed  by  the  anti- 
courtiers,  who  pretended  to  forefee  great  danger  to  the 
conftitution  from  admitting  into  the  Houfe  a  greatef 
number  of  Scottifh  Peers  than  the  A61  of  Union 
allowed.  Counfel  was  heard  upon  the  validity  of 
his  patent.  They  obferved  that  no  objedion  could 
be  made  to  the  Queen's  prerogative  in  conferring 
t^.2iAhonours;  and  that  all  the  fubjedls  of  the  united 
kingdom  were  equally  capable  of  receiving  honour. 
The  Houfe  of  Lords  had  already  decided  the  matter, 
in  admitting  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry  upon  his  be- 
ing created  Duke  of  Dover.  The  debate  was  ma- 
naged with  great  ability  on  both  fides :  the  Scottifh 
Peers  united  in  defence  of  the  Duke's  claim ;  and 
the  Court  exerted  its  whole  ftrength  to  fupport  the 
,  patent.  Neverthelefs,  the  queftion  being  put.  Whe- 
ther Scottifh  Peers,  created  Peers  of  Great  Britain 
iince  the  Union,  had  a  right  to  fit  in  that  Houfe ; 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  five 
voices  ;  though  not  without  a  proteft  figned  by  the 
Lords  in  the  oppofition.  The  Scottifh  Peers  were 
fo  incenfed  at  this  decifion,  that  they  drew  up  a  re- 
prefentation  to  the  Queen,  complaining  of  it  as  an 
infringement  of  the  Union,  and  a  mark  of  difgrace 
put  upon  the  whole  peerage  of  Scotland.  The  bill 
'    •  againft 
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agfdnft  occafional  conformity  was  revived  by  thee  hap. 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  in  more  moderate  terms  than  ^• 
thofe  that  had  been  formerly  rejedcd ;  and  it  pafled^'^^^^fT^ 
both  Houfes  by  the  connivance  of  the  Whigs,  upon 
the  EarFs  promife,  that  if  they  would  conlent  to 
this  meafure,  he  would '  bring  over  many  friends  to 
join  them' in  matters  of  greater  confequence.  On 
the  twenty-fecond  day  of  December,  the  Queen 
being  indifpofed,  granted  a  commiflion  to  the  Lord- 
Keeper,  and  fome  other  Peers,  to  give  the  Royal 
allent  to  this  bill,  and  another  for  the  land-tax.  The 
Duke  of  Devonfhire  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  giving  precedence  of  all  Peers  to  the  Eledoral 
Prince  of  Hanover,  a^  the  Duke  of  Cambridge.  An 
addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  Queen,  defiring  (he 
would  give  inftrudions  to  her  Plenipotentiaries,  to 
confult  with  the  minifters  of  the  Allies  in  Holland 
before  the  opening  of  tlie  congrefs  ;  that  they  might 
concert  the  necei&ry  meafures  for  proceeding  with 
unanimity,  the  better  to  obtain  the  great  ends  pro- 
pofed  by  her  Majefty. 

^  XXXIX.  The  Commiffioners  for  examining 
the  publick  accounts,  having  difcovercd  that  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  received  an  annual  prc- 
fent  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  pounds  from  the  contrac- 
tors of  bread  to  the  army,  the  Queen  declared  in  * 
council,  that  ihe  thought  fit  to  difmifs  him  from  all 
his  employments,  that  the  matter  might  be  impar- 
tially examined.  This  declaration  was  imparted  to  ' 
him  in  a  letter  under  her  own  hand,  in  which  ihe 
took  occafion  to  complain  of  the  treatment  fhe  had 
received.  She  probably  alluded  to  the  infolence  of 
his  Duchefs  ;  the  fubjedlion  in  which  fhe  had  been 
kept  by  the  late  miniltry ;  and  the  pains  lately  taken 
by  the  Whigs  to  depreciate  her  conduct,  and  thwart 
her  meafures  with  refpedl  to  the  peace.  The  Duk® 
wrote  an  anfwer  to  her  Majefty,  vindicating  himfelf 
|rom  the  charge  which  had  been  brought  againft  his 
charadter ;  and  his  two  daughters,  the  Countefs  of 

••    Sunderland 


224>  HISTOItY   OF  ENGLAND* 

BOOK  Sunderland  and  the   Lady  Railton,  tefigncd  their 
^^^V^  places  of  Ladies  in  the  Bed-chamber,    The.  mini- 
x;xj.    ftry,  in  order  to  afccrtain  a  majority  in  the  Houfe 
of  Ix)rds,  perfuadec^tbe  Queen  to  take  a  meafurc 
which  nothing    but   necefiity  could   juftify.      She 
^^1^  ^ 3 /5>  created  twelve    Peers    at    once,*    and   on  the  fe- 
cond  ot    January  they  were    introduced   into    the 
Upper    Houfe    without    oppofition.^tiThe    Lord- 
Keeper    delivered    to   the   Houfe    almeflage  from 
the  Queen,    defiring    they  would   adjourn    to    the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  month.     The  anti-courtiecs 
.  alledged,   that  the  Queen   could  not  fend  a  mcf- 
fage  to  any  one  Houfe  to  adjourn,    but  ought  to 
have  directed  it  to  both  Houfes.     This  obje<^on 
produced  a  debate,    which  wbs   terminated   in  fa- 
vour of  the  Court   by  the  weight   <rf   the  twelve 
newPeers.   i  - 

§  XL.  At  this  period  Prmce  Eugene  arrived  in 
England,  with  a  letter  to  the  Queen  from  the  Em- 
peror, and  inftruiftions  to  propofe  a  new  fcheme  fiat 
profecuting  the  war.  His  errand  was  far  from  be- 
mg  agreeable  to  the  miniftry;  and  they  fufpedled 
that  his  real  aim  was  to  manage  intrigues  among 
the  difcontented  party,  who  oppofed  the  peace. 
Neverthelefs,  he  was  treated  with  that  refpedl  which 
was  due  to  his  quality  and  eminent  talents.     The 

*  Lord  Compton  and  Lord  Bruce,  Tons  of  the  Earls  of  Northampton 
«nd  Ay)«(bury,  were  called  up  by  writ  to  the  Houfe  of  Pecn.  The 
other  ten  were  thefe  :  Lord  Duplin,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scodandi  created 
Baron  Hay  of  Bcdwardin,  in  the  county  of  Hereford  »  Lord  Vifcouot 
Windfor,  of  Ireland,  made  Baron  Mountjoy,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  { 
,  Henry  Paget,  fon  of  Lord  Paget,  created  Baron  Burton,  in  the  county 

of  Stafford  ;  Sir  Thomas  Manfel,  Baron  Manfel  of  Mar?am»  in  the 
county  of  Glamorgan  ;  Sir  Thomas  Willou^hby,  Baron  Mjddleton,  of 
Middleton,  in  the  county  of  Warwick  $  Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  Baron 
Tievor,  of  Brombam^  in  the  county  of  Bedford;  George  (jrranWlle» 
Baron  Landfdown,  of  Biddeford,  in  the  county  of  Devon  ',  Samuel 
Maftiam,  Baron  Mafliam,  of  Oats,  in  the  county  of  Eilex ;  Thomat 
Foley,  Baron  Foley,  of  Kidderminfter,  in  the  county  of  VfatctAtr  ^ 
and  Allen  Bathurft,  Baron  Bathurft,  of  Bathelfden,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford.— 'On  the  firft  day  of  their  being  introduced,  when  the  que£^ 
tton  was  put  about  adjourning,  the  Earl  of  Wharton  aflced  one  of  them  » 
*'  Whether  they  voted  by  ihck  foreman  T' 
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Tnuiift^^  die  nobility^  oold  officers  dT  difiif!6don^CBii.r. 
viiited  him  at  his  arrival.  He  was  adnutted  to  *^,J^^,^^ 
audience  of  the  Queen,  who  received  him  with  ^pneat^^'^^J^ 
complacency.  Having  petufecythe  letter  whic^  he 
delivered)  Ihe  expreflM  her  concern  that  her  health 
did  not  permit  her  to  fpeak  with  his  Hig^mefs  as 
dten  as  (he  could  wifh  ;  but  that  (he  had  ordered 
the  Treafurer  and  Secretary  St.  John  to  receivie  his 
propofals,  and  confer  with  him  as  frequently  as  he 
fhould  think  proper.  He  expfeiled  eztraoidijiary 
refpe^  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  notwithfland* 
ing  his  diferace.  The  Lord-Trcafurer,  while  he 
entertained  him  at  dinner,  declared  that  he  looked 
upon  that  day  as  the  happieft  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  fince  he  had  the  honour  to  fee  in  his  houfe 
the  greateil  Caption  of  the  age.  The  Prince  is  (aid 
-to  have  replied,  ''  If  I  am,  it  is  owing  to  your 
^^  Lord(hip."  Alluding  to  the  difgrace  of  MarU 
borough,  whom  the  Earl's  intrigues  had  deprived  of 
all  military  command.  When  Bi(hop  Burnet  con- 
verfed  with  him  about  the  fcandalous  libels  that  were 
every  day  pubU(hed  againft  the  Duke,  and  in  par* 
ticular  mentioned  one  paragraph,  in  which  the  au«* 
thor  aUowed  he  had  been  once  fortunate,  the  Prince 
obferved  it  was  the  greateft  commendation  that 
could  be  be(h)wed  upon  him,  as  it  implied  that  all 
his  other  fuccefles  were  owing  to  bis  courage  and 
condu6t.  While  the  nobility  of  both  parties  vied 
with  each  other  in  demonftrations  of  refped  for  this 
noble  ftranger  ;  while  he  was  adc»red  by  the  Whigs, 
and  admired  by  the  people,  who  gazed  at  him  in 
crowds  when  he  appeared  in  publick ;  even  in  the 
midft  of  all  thefe  careflfes,  party  riots  Were  excited 
to  infult  his  perfon,  and  fome  fcandalous  reflexions 
upon  his  mother  were  inferted  in  one  of  the  pub* 
lick  papers.  The  Queen  treated  him  with  diftin- 
guiftied  marks  of  regard  ;  and,  on  her  birth-day, 
prcfented  him  with  a  fword  worth  five  thouland 
pounds.  Neverthekls,  ihe  looked  upon  him  as  a 
VOL.  II.  Q  patron. 
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X  o  o  K  patron  and  friend  of  thkt  turbulent  £i6tion  to  which 
^^J^^^ftie  ctvtfed  fo  much  difquiet*  She  knew  he  had  been 
^J^l^prefled  to  come  over  by  the  Whig  noblemen,  who 
noped  his  prefence  would  enflame  the  people  to  fome 
defperate  attempt  upon  the  new  mimftry :  (be  was 
not  ignorant  that  he  held  private  conferences  with 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland, 
the  Lord  Somers,  Halli^,  and  all  the  chiefs  of 
that  party,  and  that  he  entered  into  a  clofe  connec- 
tion with  the  Baron  de  Bothmar,  the  Hanoverian 
Envoy,  who  had  been  very  active  in  fomenting  the 
diilurbances  of  the  people. 

§  XLL  Her  Majefty,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  afflicted  with  the  gout,  fcnt  a  meilage  to  both 
Houfes,  on  the  feventcenth  day  of  January,  fignify- 
ing  that  the  Plenipotentiaries  were  arrived  at 
Utrecht;  and  that  Ihe  was  employed  in  making  pre- 
parations for  an  early  campaign  :  fhe  hoped>  there- 
fore, that  the  Commons  would  proceed  in  giving 
the  neceflary  difpatch  to  the  fupplies.  The  Lord- 
.  Treafurer,  in  order  to  demonftrate  his  attachment 
to  theProteftant  fucceflion,  brought  in  a  ^ill  which 
had  been  propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire, 
giving  precedence  to  the  whole  eledloral  family,  as 
children  and  nephews  of  the  Crown  ;  and,  when  it 
was  pafled  into  an  adl,  he  fent:  it  over  to  Hanover 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Harley.  The  lixteen  Peers  for 
Scotland  were  prevailed  upon,  by  promife  of  fatis- 
fadion,  to  refumc  their  feats  in  the  Upper  Houfe, 
from  which  they  had  abfented  themfelves  lince  the 
decifion  againft  the  patent  of  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton :.  but  whatever  pecuniary  recompence  they  might 
have  obtained  from  the  Court,  on  which  they  were 
meanly  dependent,  they  received  no  fatisfa^lion  from 
the  Parliament.  The  Commons,  finding  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  very  troublcfome  in  their  Houfe,  by  his  .talents, 
activity,  and  zealous  attachment  to  the  Whig  inte- 
reft,  found  means  to  difcover  fbme  clandeftine  |Hac- 
tices  in  ^iiich  he  was  conqerned   as  Secretary  at 

War, 
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Wat,  mth  regard  to  the  forage-cot)ti;a^  in  ScotUniql;  G  H  A  P- 
The  contradors,  rather  than  admit  into  their  V^^^'vjtl^^ 
nerfhip  a  perfon  whom  he  had  recommended  for    ,7,,. 
that  puipofe,  cbpfe  to  prefent  his  friend  with  five 
hundred  pomids.    Their  bill*  was  addrefled  to  Mr. 
Walpole,  who  endorfed  it^  and  his  fhend  touched 
the  .  Hiofiey.*      This    tranfadtion  was    interpreted 
into  a  bribe.     Mr.  Walpole  was  voted  guilty  of 
corruption^    imprifoned    in   the   Tower,    and   ex- 
pelled the  Houfe.    Being  afterwards  re-chofen  by 
the  fame  borough  of  Lynn-Regisy  which  he  had 
before  reprefented,    a  petition  was   lodged  againft 
him,   and  the   Oxnmons  voted  him  incapable   o£ 
being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  the   prefent 
Parliament. 

§  XLU.  Their  next  attack  was  upon  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  was  found  to  have  received  a 
yearly  fum  from  Sir  Solomon  Medina,  a  Jew,  con- 
cerned in  the  contiad  for  furniihing  the  army  with 
bread  ;  to  have  been  gratified  by  the  Queen  with  ten 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  defray  the  expence  of  in* 
telligence  ;  and  to  have  pocketed  a  deduction  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  from  the  pay  of  the  foreign 
troops  maintained  by  Ji^ngland.     It  was  alledged,  in 

*  The  Commi/noners  appointed  for  taking,  ftatingy  and  exaraining 
the  publick  accounts,  having  made  their  report  touching  the  conduce 
of  Mr.  Walpole,  the  Hoiiie,  after  a  long  debate,  came  to  the  follow* 
ing  ^efoltttionss.i.  That  Robert  Walpole,  Efq,  a  member  of  this 
Houfe,  in  receiving  the  fum  of  five  hundred  guineas,  and  in  taking  a 
note  for  five  hundred  morr,  on  account  of  two  contrails  for  forage  of 
her  Majefty*s  troops,  quairtered  io  North -Britain,  made  by  him  when 
Secretary  at  War^purfuant  to  a  power  granted  to  him  by  the  late  Lord- 
Treafurer,  is  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  tnift  and  notorious  corrup- 
tion. %.  That  the  fatd  Robert  Walpole,  Efq.  be  for  the  faid  offence 
committed  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  during  the  pleafure  of 
this  Houfe  $  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iiTue  his  warrant  accordingly. 
3.  That  the  iaid  Robert  Walpole,  Efq.  be  for  the  fard  offirnce  alfo  ex- 
pelled the  Houfe,  and  that  the  report  of  the  Commifiioners  of  Publick 
Accounts  be  taken  into  further  coniideration  that  day  fe^nnight  — 
It  appeared  from  the  depofitions  of  witneiTct  that  the  publick  had  been 
drfranded  confiderably  by  theie  contrads— a  very  ievere  fpecch  was 
made  in  the  Houfe,  and  next  day  publiihed,  refie^ing  upon  Mr.  Wal- 
pole,- as  guilty  of  the  worft  kind  of  corruption  ;  and  Sir  Perer  King 
declared  in  the  Boofe,  that  he  de&rved  hanging  as  well  as  ht  deferred 
imprifonm^nt  aadexpulfion. 

a  2  his 
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BOO  kHis  juftification,  that  the  prefcnt  frbin  the  Jews  was 
^•..    a  cuftomary  perquifite,  which  had  always  been  en- 

^IJ^^^joyed  by  the  Gfeneral  of  the.  Dutch  army  :  that  the 
idedu6lion  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  granted 
Co  him  by  ffi  exprels  warrant  from  her  Majefty :  that 
all  the  articles  of  the  charge  joined  together  did  not 
exceed  thirty  thoufand  poimds,  a  fum  much  inferior 
to  that  which  had  been  allowed  to  King  William  for 
contingencies ;  that  the  money  was  expanded  in  pro- 
curing intelligence,  which  was  fo  exaft  that  the 
t>uke  was  never  furprifed  :  that  none* of  his  parties 
were  ever  intercepted  or  cut  oft' ;  and  aU  the  defigns 
wer6by  thefe  means  fo  well  concerted,  that  he  never 
once  mifcarried.  Notwithftanding  thefe  rcprefenta- 
'  tions  the  majority  voted  that  his  pra6Vices  had  becH 
unwarranUhle  and  illegal ;  and  that  the  deduiJlion 
was  to  be  accounted  for  as  pliblick  money.  Thefe 
Tefolutions  were  communicated  to  the  Queen,  who 
ordered  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  the  Duke 
for  the  money  he  had  deduiSted.by  virtue  of  her  own 
warrant.  Such  pra6tices  were  certainly  mean  and 
mercenary;  ^and  greatly  tarniflied  the  glory  which  the 
Duke  had  acquired  by  his  military  talents,  and  other 
(hining  qualities. 

^  XLlH.  The  Commons  now  diredled  the  ftream 
of  their  refentment  againft  the  Dutch,  who  had  cer- 
tainly exerted  all  their  endeavours  to  overwhelm  the 
new  miniftr)^  and  retard  the  negociations  for  peace. 
They  maintained  an  intimate  correfpondence  with 
the  Whigs  of  England.  They  diffiifed  the  mod  in- 
vidious reports  againft  Oxford  and  Secretary  St.  John. 
Buys,  their  Envoy  at  London,  a^ed  the  part  of  an 
incendiary,  in  fuggefting  violent  meafures  to  the 
malcontents,  and  caballing  againft  the  government. 
The  miniiters,  by  way  of  reprifal,  influenced  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  pafs  fome  acrimonious  refo- 
lutions  againft  the  States-Grenetal.  They  alledgcd 
that  the  States  had  been  deficient  in  their  proportion 
of  troops,    both  .in  Spain  and  in  the  Netherlands, 

during 
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daring  the  whole  ccnirfc  of  the  war;  and  that  thccHAP; 
{Jueeh  had  paid  above  three  millions  of  crowns  i^^-J^l^. 
fubfidies^  above  what  flic  was  obliged  to  advance  by  j^,,. 
her  engagements.  They  attacked  the  Barrier-treaty, 
which  had  been  concluded  with  the  States  by  Lord 
Townfhend,  after  the  conferences  at  Gertruyden- 
berg.  By  this  agreement,  England  guarantied  a  . 
barrier  in  the  Netherlands  to  the  Dutch  ;  and  the 
States  bound  themfelves  to  maintain,  with  their 
whole  force,  the  Queen's  title,  and  the  Protefiant 
fucc^ffion*  The  Tories  affirmed  that  England  was 
di(graced  by  engaging  any  other  State  to  defend  a 
fucceifion  which  trie  nation  might  fee  caufe  to  alter  : 
that,  by  this  treat}',  the  States  were  authorifed  to 
interpole  in  Britifh  councils :  that,  being  poilefied  of 
aU  thofe  ftrong  towns  they  might  exclude  the  Eng- 
lifli  from  trading  to  them,  and  interfere  with  the 
maoufa^Stures  of  Great-Britain,  The  Houfe  of  Com* 
mens  voted.  That  in  the  Barrier-treaty  there  were 
feveral  articles  deftrudlive  to  the  trade  and  intcreft 
of  Great-Britain,  and  therefore  highly  dilhonourablc 
to  her  Majefty  :  That  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend 
was  not  authorifed  to  conclude  feveral  articles  in  that 
treaty  :  That  he  and  all  thofe  who  had  advifed  its 
being  ratified  were  enemies  to  the  Queen  and  king- 
dom. All  their  vote^  were  digefted  into  a  long  re- 
prefentation  prefented  to  the  Queen,  in  which  they 
averred  that  England,  during  the  war,  had  been 
overcharged  nineteen  millions ;  a  circumilance  that 
implied  mifmanagement  or  fraud  in  the  old  miniilry. 
Tfec  States,  alarmed  at  thefe  refolutions,  wrote  a  re- 
fpe<$lful  letter  to  the  Queen,  reprefenting  the  ne- 
ctffity  of  a  barrier,  for  the  mutual  fecurity  of  EngUnd 
and  tne  United  Provinces.  They  afterwai^s  drew  up 
a  large  memorial  in  vindication  of  their  proceedings 
during  the  war  ;  and  it  was  publifhed  in  one  of  the 
Engliih  papers.  The  Commons  immediately  voted 
it  a  f«lf6,  Scandalous,  and  malicious  libel,  refletSling 
upon  the  refolutions  of  the  Houie  ;  and  the  printer 
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BOO  Kand  publifher  were  taken  into  cuftody,  as  guilty  of  a 
•^Jv^  breach  of  privilege. 

171 1,        §  XLIV  They  now  repealed  the  naturalization- 
Burnet,    aft.     Thcy  pafled  a  bill  granring  a  toleration  to  the 
^^^^^;rty.Epifcopal  Clergy  in  Scotland,    without  paying  the 
Quincy.   leaft  regard  to  a  reprefentation  from   the  General 
Rouffct.   Aflembly  to  the  Queen,  declaring  that  the  Aft  for 
T^ndii}.   fecuring  the  Prefbyterian  government  was  an  eflcn- 
Hift.ofihctial  and  fundamental  condition  of  the  treaty  of  Union. 
Marfbo-  The  Houfe,  notwithftandingthis  remonftrance,  pro- 
rough,     ceeded  with  the  bill,  and  inferted  a  claufe  prohibit- 
Vo'lta^cf^  ^g  ^^^^^  magiftrates  from  executing  the  fentences  of 
the  Kirk-judicatories.     The  Epifcopal,  as  well  as  the 
Prefbyterian  clergy,  were  required  to  take  the  oaths 
of  abjuration,  that  they  might  be  upon  an  equal 
footing  in  cafe  of  difobedience  ;  for  the  Commons 
well  knew  that  this  condition  would  be  rejeftcd  by 
both    from    very    different  motives.      In    order  to 
cxafperate  the  Prefbyterians  with   further  tirovoca- 
tions,  another  aft  was  pafled  for  difcontinuing  the 
Courts  of  Judicature  during  the  Chriflmas  holydajrs, 
which  had  never  been  kept  by  perfons  of  that  per- 
fuafion.     When  this  bill  was  read  for  the  third  time 
Sir  David  Dalrymple  faid,  *^  Since  the  Houfe  is  re- 
"  folved  to  make  no  toleration  on  the  body  of  this 
*'  bill,  I  acquiefce,  and  only  defire  it  may  be  enti- 
^^  tuled,  A  bill  for  eflablifbing  Jacobirifm  and  Im- 
^^  morality.'*     The  chagrin  of  the  Scottifh  Prefby- 
terians was  completed  by  a  third  bill,  refloring  the 
right  of  patronage,  which  had  been  taken  away  when 
the  difciplinc  of  the  Kirk  was  lafl  eflablifhed.    Prince 
Eugene  having  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  Queen, 
touching  the  conduft  of  the  Emperor  during  the 
war,  and  containing  a  propofal  wim  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  Spain,  the  Queen  communicated  the  fchenle 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  treated  it  with  the 
mofl  contemptuous  negleft.     The  Prince,  finding  all 
his  efforts  inefFeftual,    retired  to  the  continent,  as 
much  difpleafed  with  the  miniflry^  as  he  had  reafon 
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to  be  fadsfied  with  the  people  of  England.    Thee  hap. 
Commons  having  fetded  the  funds  for  the  fupplies      ^• 
of  the  year,  amounting  to  fix  millions,  the  Trealurer''^'J^^^ 
formed  the  plan  of  a  bill  appointing  commiflioners 
feo  examine  the  value  and  coniideration  of  all  the 
grahts  nude  fince  the  Revolution.    His  defign  was 
to  make  a  general  refumption  ;  but, .  as  the  intereft 
of  fo  many  noblemen  was  concerned,  the  bill  met 
with  a  very  warm  oppofition  ;  notwithilanding  which 
it  woidd  Have  certainly  pafled,  had  not  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  and  the   Earl  of  Strafford  abfented 
themfelves  £rom  the  Houfe  during  the  debate. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,    XI. 

^  I.  Tie  conferences  opened  at  Utrechf.     %  II.  The 
Klueeris  meafures  ohfiru&ed  by  the  Atlies.  %  III.  The 
Death  of  the  Dauphin  and  his  fon.     §  IV,  The 
Queen  demands  Fhtlift  renunciation  of  thi  Cr^own  of 
Fritnce.    .^  V.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  takes  the  com^ 
mand,^the  Briiijh  forces  in  Flanders.     §  Vl/He  is 
reflndfed frtm  ailing  againji  the  emtny.     ^  VII.  De^ 
hate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  fhisfuifjeil.  ^  VIIL  A 
loyal  addrefs  of  the  Commons,     ^  iX.    Philip  ^ro^ 
mifes  to  renounce  the  Crown  of  France.     ^  X.  The 
Queen  communicates  the  plan  of  the  peace  in  afpeech 
to  both  lioufes  of  Parliament.  %  X.I.  Exceptions  taken 
to  fome  of  the  articles^    in   the  Houfe  of  Lords ^ 
4  XII.  A  motion  for  a  guaranty  of  the  Protejlant^ 
juccejpon  hy  the  Allies  rejected  in  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons.     §  XIIL  The  Duke  of  Ormond  declares  to 
Prince  Eugene^  that  he  can  no  longer  cover  thefiege 
of  Quefnoy.     §  XIV.  Irruption  into  France  hy  Gene^ 
ral  Groveftein.     §  XV.    The  foreign  troops  in  Bri-- 
tijh  i>ay  refufe  to  march  with  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
^  XVl.     Who  proclaims   a  cejfation  of  arms,  and 
feizes  Ghent  and  Bruges,     §  XVIL  The  Allies  de- 
feated  at  Denain.     &  XVIlI.  Progrefs  of  the  confe- 
rences at  Utrecht.     \  XIX.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton 
and  Lord  Mohun  are  killed  in  a  duel.     The  Duke  of 
Marlborough  retires  to  the  Continents     &  XX.  The 
States-Genial fign  the  Barrier-treaty.  §  XXI.  The 
other  Allies  become  more  traQalle.     ^  XXII.  The 
peace  with  France  figned  at  Utrecht.  §  XXIII.  Both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  congratulate  the  Queen  on  the 
peace.      ^  XXIV,.    Sufjfiance  of  the  treaty  with 
France.     §  XXV.  Ohjeilions'  to  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce.     §  XXVI..  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
on  the  malt-tax  for  Scotland.     The  Scottl/h  Lords 
move  for  a  bill  to  dijfolve  the  Union.  §  XXVIL  Ad^ 
-    :>  drefs 


/ir^  of  the  Cotmoaks  about  \Dtwihi.  V  XXVXIt^  • 
yiolence  i^ farMsMJBf^hnd.  .^XXlii.  Pr&ceed* 
Sfigs  €fMe  P^tt^tiamem  6f  Irtlatki.  §  XX^.  Nm)  , 
Parhanunt  in  Enghmdi  Writers  enifhyeithj  hah 
parties.  %  XXXL  T^atf  of  RaftaatMiwem^tlu 
Empiror and Franck.^^  'XXXIL  PrtTtdpaiartiskf 
m  tke' treaty  betnvitin  Gnat-Britain  and  Spain* 
Meeting  of  tie  ParUament.  \  XXXIR  The  Honf$ 
of  Lords  take  eogiaxauce  ff  a  Mel  againft  the  Sc6ts4 
i  XXXIV«  Mr.  ^teel  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Conmtmu 
%  XXXV.  Pteeautiims  by  the  HOiigs  for-the  /ecta 
riff  of  the  Protefimt  fiucejjum:^  ^'  XKXVL  Ber^ 
bates  m  tkeHtn^  of  Lords  coneermng  the  Pretender 
and  the  Catalans.  §  XXXVII.  Th^^addreft  thi 
Queen  to  fet  a  prise  on  ihe  Head  of  the  Pretender: 
%  XXXVIII.  A  writ  demanded  foe'  the  EleOo^ 
ral  Prince  of  Hanonjer^  as  Duksr  of  Cambridge^ 
\  XXXIX.  DeathofihePrineeJsS^ia.  Bilh^ 
prevent  the  ^cnvth  of  ScKfnu  ^  aL.  Jbt^er 
agamfti  all  xvhofitmld  li/ly  or  be  hlijied  in  a-  forklgn 
fervice.       ^    XLI.    The    Pufliofnent    prorogmdd:  * 

^XLII.  TheTreafreretdifgraced,  .^  XLIII.  Preu 
eautiws  taken  f&rfscuring  the  peace  of  the  kingdom^ 
^  XLIV.  Dtathand  eharaffer  of  Queen  Anne. 

§  L  ¥N:&e  month  of  Jantiary  die  conference#forc  hap. 

"*•  peace  began  at  Utrecht.  •  The  Earl  of  Jerifey  x'- 
would  have  been  appointed  the  Pteiiipotfelitiary  fof^;;^^^^ 
England,  but  he  djafig  after  the  cofrefpondence  with 
the  Court  pf  Prance  am  eftablifhed;  the  Queen  con- 
fierred  that  charge  upon  Robiftfon,  Bbfhop  of  Briftol; 
Lord  Privy^eal,  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford.  The' 
chief  of  the  Dutch  Depunes  named  for  the  congrefs^ 
were  Buys  and  Vaaiderduifen  ;  the '  French  ^ing 
grajited  his  poweri  to  the  Martfchal  D'UxdW^  the 
Abbot  (atfterwiuTife  Catdinal)  de  Polignac^  and  Me- 
nager,  mho  had  been  in  England.  The  mimfters 
of  the  Ehiperor  and  Savoy  Ukewife  a^fted  at  the 
conftwiices^    to  which  th(  Empim  a^  the  ether 
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BOO  Kallieft  likewife.  fimt  their  Fleii^)Mentiari^9  though 
^Jv^not  without  relttdancci  As  all  thcfc  powers,  except 
,yi^  France,  entertained  fentiments  very  different  finom 
thofe  of  her  Britannick  Majeily,  the  conferences 
feemed  calculated  rather  to. retard  than  accelerate  a 
pacification.  The  Queen  of  England  had  forefeeR 
and  provided  againfl  thefe  difficulties.  Her  great 
end  was  to  free  her  fnbjedls  from  the  miferies  at- 
tending an  unprofitable  war^.and  to  reflore  peace  to 
Europe ;  and  this  aim  fhe  was.  refolved  to  accom- 
phih,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition.  She  had  alfo  deter- 
mined to  procure  reaionable  terms  of  accommoda- 
tk>A  for  her  Allies,  without,  however,  continuing  to 
lavifh  die  hlood  and  treafure  of  her  people  in  fup- 
porting,  their  extravagant  demands.  The  Emperor 
obftinately  iniifted  upon  his  claim  to  the  whole  Spa- 
Qifh  monarchy,  re&iing  to  give .  up  the  lead  title  of 
his  pretentions ;  and  the  Dutch  adhered  to  the  old 
meliminaries  which  Louis  had  formerly  rejofted. 
The  Queen  law  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  would 
be  expofed  to  much  greater  dango:  from  an  adiual 
union  of  the  Imperial  and  Spanifb  crowjas  in  one 
head  of  the  Houfe  of  Auffaria,  tbaj^  from  a  bare  pof- 
iibiiity  of  Spain's  being  united  \/ith  France  in  one 
branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon;^  She  knew  by  ex- 
perftnce  the  difficulty  of  dethroning  PhiHp,  rooted 
as  he  was  in  the  affeflions  of  a  brave  and  loyal 
people  ;  and  that  a  profecution  of  this  defign  would 
lerve  no  purpofe  but  to  protradk  the  war,  and  aug«» 
ment  the  grievances  of  the  Britifh  nation.  She  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  diflrefles  of  the  French^ 
which  file  confidered  as  pledges  of  their  Monarches 
lincerity.  She  foi^ht  not  the  total  ruin  of  that 
people,  already  reduced  to  the  brink  of  defpair. 
The  di6lates  of  true  policy  diffiiaded  her  from  con- 
tributing to  her  further  conqueft  in  that  kingdom, 
which  would  have  proved  the  fource  of  contention 
among  the  AUies,  deprefled  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
below  the  flandard  of  inmortance  which  the  balance 
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of  Europe    required  it  ifaouM  maintain,   and  ag-  c  n  a  P^ 
grandize   the    States-Grenend  at   the    expence    of     ^* 
Great-Biitan.    A  J  ihe  had  borne  the  chief  biinicn^*'^^^^^ 
of  the  war,  ihe  had  a  right  to'  take  the  lead,  and 
didbate  a  plan  of  pacification;  at  leaft,  fhe  had  m 
right  to  confult  the.  welfare  of  her  own  kingdom^ 
in  delivering,  by  a  feparate  peace,  her  fubjeds  fitmi 
thdfe  enormous  4oads  which  they  could  no.  longer 
iiiibun  ;  and  (he  was  well  enough  aware  of  her  own 
confequence,  to  think  ihe  could  not  obtain  advan^ 
tageous  conditions. 

J  II.  Such  were  the  fentiments  of  the  Queen  : 
her  miniilers  feem  to  hav^  a^ed'  on  the  iame 
principles,  though  perhaps  .party  motives  may  have 
ndped  to  influence  their  condud*  :The  Allies  con- 
curred in  oppofing.^ith  all  their-  might  any  treaty 
which  could  not  gratify  their  .  different  views  of 
avarice,  interefl,  and .  ambition.  'They  pra<^fed 
a  thoufand  little  artifices  to  intimidate  the  Queen, 
to  excite  a  jealouiy  of  Louis,  to  blacken  the  cha* 
raders  of  hisr  minifters,  to.  raife  and  keep  up  a 
dangerous  ferment  among  her  people,  by  which  her 
life  and  government  were  endangered.  She  ccmid 
not  fiul  to  refent  thefe  efFortSj  which  greatly  per- 
plexed her  meafures,  and  obftmdted  her  dengn. 
Her  miniilers  were  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  pre* 
dkament  in  which  they  flood.  The  Queen's  health 
was  much  impaired,  and  the  fucceflbr. countenanced 
the  oppofite  fa^on.  In  cafe  of  their  Sovereign's 
death,  they  had  nothing  to  -  cxpeA  but  profecution 
and  ruin  for  obeying  her  commands  ;  tliey  faw  no 
hope  of  fafety,  except  in  renouncing  their  princi- 
ples, and  iiibmitting  to  their  adverfaries  ;  or  elfe  in 
taking  fuch  meafures  a^  Would  haflen  the  p^ifica- 
rion,  that  the  troubles  of  the  kingdom  might  be 
appeafed,  and  the  people  be  falsified  with. their 
condu6l,  before  death  ihould  deprive  them  of  their 
Sovereign's  pfoteiftion^  •  With  this  view  they  advifed 
her  tdtetonr<fbota.a\privailie  negpciation  with  Loui^ 
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BO  OKto  ilipnlate  certain  advantages  for:ber  own  fubje<^a 
^^r^in  a  conceited  plan  df^peace;  to  :cntci-  into'fuch 
,y,^  mutual  confidence  with  tihat  mofaarch,  as  wbuld 
anticipate  all  clandeiline  tranfadiibns'ta  hor  preju-- 
dice,  and  in  fome :  meafure  enable  her  to  prefcribo 
terms  for  hen  dUes«  The  plan  wbs  judicioufly 
formed,  but  executed  with  too  nsucH  precipttation. 
The  fiipuiated  adx^antages  were  ndt  focn  as  (he  had 
a;  fight  to  demand  and  mtift  upon  ;  ahd  without  all 
doubt,  better  might  have  been  obtained,  had  not 
the  obftinacy  of  the  AlHes  abroad,  and  the  violent 
conda<S  of  the  Whig  .faiftion  at  home/  obliged  the 
miniftere  to  relax  in  fomei  material  pomts,  and  haficn 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,   - 

^  III.  The  artides  being  ipriratdiy  regulated  be- 
tween the  twq  courts'  of  London  ^and  Verfailles,  tho 
Endiih  Renipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  were  furniihed 
with  ge^ieral  powers*  and  inftrudioiis,  being  igno* 
mnt.of  the  agreement  which  the  Queen  had  miode 
witli  the  FVench  Monarchy  touching  the  kingdom 
of  Spain,  which  was  indeed -the  bails  t}f  the  treaty. 
This  fecret  plan  of  negociatioHy  howeYcr,  had 
iveil  nigh  been  deflroyed  by  fome  unfbrefeen  events 
that  were  doiibly  affli^irig  to  Louis.  The  Dauphin 
had  died  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the^;cdtirfe  of  I  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  his  tide  had  been  conferred  upotx 
his  fon  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  now  expired 
on  the  laft  day  of  February,  fix  days  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  MAry  Adelaide  of  Savoy.  The  parents 
were  foon  followed  to  the  grave  by  their  eldeft 
dSfspriiig,  the  Duke  of'Bretagnc,  in  the  lixth  )-€» 
of  his; age  ;  fo  that  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  chil- 
dren, n5ne  remained'  alive  but  the  Duke  of  Anjoki, 
the  late;  French  King,  who  was  at  that  time  a  (ickly 
infant.  Such  a  ieries  of  calamities  could  not  iaU 
of  being  extremely  "ftiocking  to  Lbuis  in  his  old 
age ;  but  they  were'fiili  more  alarmit^  to  the  Queen 
of  England,  who  faw  that  nothing  but  the  prcr 
carious  life  of  an  ujfthealthy  child  divided  the  two 
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monarchies  of  FVahce  and  Spain,  the  union  of*  which  C  H  A  t. 
flie  refolved  by  all  poffible  means  to  prevent.     Shfe      ^'-  . 
therefore  fent  the  Abb^^  Gualtier  to  Pans,  with  a  me-  ^^^'^^^^^ 
morial,  reprefenting  the  danger  to  whch  the  liberty 
of  Europe  wotild  oe  expofed,  fhould  Philip  afcend 
the  throne  of  France  ;  and  demanding,  that  his  title 
fhould  be  tr6.nsferred  <o  his  brother,  the  Duke  of 
Berry,  in  confequence  of  his  pure,  fimple,  an(J  volun- 
tary renunciation. 

\  IV.  Meanwhile  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht  were  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  their  pro- 
pofals  in  writing,  under  the  name  of  fpecifick  offers, 
which  the  ADies  received  with  indignation.  They 
were  treated  in  England  with  univerm  fcorn.  -Lord 
Hallifax,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  termed  them  tri- 
fling, arrogant  and  injurious  to  her  Majefty  and  her 
allies.  An  Addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  Q"^^>  ^^ 
which  they  exprefled  their  refentment  againftthe 
infolence^of  France,  and  promifed  to  affift .  her  with 
all  their  power  in  profecuting  the  war,  until  a  fafe 
and  honourable  peace  fhoiJd  be  obtained.  The 
Menipotentiaries  of  the  Allies  were  not  lefs  cxtra^ 
vagant  in  their  fpecifick  demands  than  the  French 
had  been  arrogant  in  their  offers.  In  a  word,  the 
minifters  feemed  to  have  been  aficmbled  at  Utrecht, 
rather  to  ilart  new  difficulties,  and  widen  the  breach, 
than  to  heal  animolities,  and  concert  a  plan  of  pa- 
cification. They  amufed  one  another  with  fruitlefs 
conferences,  while  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain  en- 
deavoured to  engage  the  States-General  in  her  mea- 
fures,  that  they  might  treat  with  France  upon 
moderate  terms,  and  givt  law  to  the  reft  of  the 
Allies.  She  departed  from  fome  of  her  own  pre- 
tenfions,  in  order  to  gratify  them  with  the  pofleilioa 
of  fome  towns  in  Flanders.  She  confented  to  their 
being  adinitted  into  a  participation  of  fome  advan- 
tages in  commerce  ;  and  ordered  the  Engliih  mini- 
ftersat  the  Congrefs  to  tell  tiiem,  that  me  would 
take  her.  meafures  according    to    the    return  they 
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9  o  o&fhonld  make  on  this  occafioya.  Finding  them  itill 
^^V^obftinately  attached  to  their  firft  chimerical  pteli- 
,7,2.  minaries,  flie  gave  thein  to  underftand,  that  all  her 
offers  for  adjufting  the  differences  were  founded 
upon  the  exprefs  condition,  that  they  fhould  come 
into  her  meafutes,  and  co-operate  with  her  openly 
and  finccrely  ;  but  they  had  made  fuch  bad  returns 
to  all  her  condefcenfion  towards  them,  that  fhe 
looked  upon  herfelf  as '  releafed  from  all  engage- 
ments. The  miniflers  of  the  Allies  had  infifted  upon 
a  written  anfwer  to  their  fpecifick  demands ;  and 
this  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  declined,  imtil  they 
Ihould  receive  frefh  inftru6lions  from  their  Mafler. 
Such  was  the  jrfeteiice  for  fufpending  the  conferences  : 
but  the  real  bar  to  affinal  agreement  between  £ng-- 
land  and  F^^nce,  was  the  delay  of  Philip's  renun- 
ciation, which,  at  length,  however,  arrived ;  and 
produced  a  cefiatioii  of  arms. 

^  V.  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  «Ormond^ 
who  was  now  invefted. with  the  fupreme  command 
of  the  Britifli  forces,  received  a  particular  order 
that  he  fhould  not  hazard  an  engagement.  Louit 
had  already  undertaken  for  the  compliance  of  his 
grandfon.  Refiedling  on  his  own  great  age,  he  was 
fhocked  at  the  profpedl  of  leaving  his  kingdom 
involved  in  a  pernicious  war  during  a  minority  ; 
and  determined  to  procure  a  peace  at  all  events* 
The  Queen,  knowing  his  motives,  could  not  help 
believing  his  proteflations,  and  refolvcd  to  avoid  a 
battle,  the  iffue  of  which  might  have  conliderably 
altered  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  confequently 
retarded  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Preparations 
had  been  made  for  an  early  campaign^P  In  the  be- 
^niiing  of  March,  the  Earl  of^  Albemarle,  having 
ailembled  a  body  of  thirty-fix  battalions,  marched 
towards  Arras,  which  he  reduced^ to  a  heapofafhes 
by  a  mofl  terrible  cannonading  and  bombardment. 
In  May,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  conferred  with  the 
deputies  of  the  States*General  at  the  Hague,  and 
1  aflured 
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aflttred  them  that  be  had  orders  to  jM$t  vigorouflyc  h  A  p« 
in  the  prctfecution  of  the  war.  He  joined  Prince  ?^'- 
Eugene  at  Tournay;  and,  on  the  twenty-iixth  day^^^J^^^l^^ 
q£  May,  the  allied  army,  paj[fing  the  Schclde,  en- 
camped at  Hafpre  and  Solemnes.  The  Imperial 
General  propofed  that  they  (hould  attack  the  French 
army  under  Villars :  but  by  this  time  the  Duke 
was  refilled  from  hazarding  a  liege  or  battle;  a 
circumflance  well  known  to  the  French  commander, 
who  therefore  abated  of  his  ufual  .vigilance.  It  could 
not  be  ,]opg  concealed  from  Prince  Eugene  and  the 
deputies,  who  forthwith  difpatched  an  exprefs  ta 
their  principals  on  this  fubjedl,  and  afterwards  pre-** 
fented  a  long  memorial  to  the  Duke,  repiefenting 
the  injiuy  which  the  grand  alliance  would  fuftain 
from  his  obedience  o£  fuch  an  order.  He  feemed  to 
be  extremely  uneafy  at  his  iituation  ;  and  in  a  letter 
to  Secretary  St.  John,  exprefled  a  defire  that  tlie 
Queen  would  permit  him  to  return  to  England. 

^  VI-  Prince  Eugene,  notwithftanding  the  Queen-s 
order,  which  Ormond  had  not  yet  forimilly  declared, 
invefted  the  town  of  Quefnoy,  and  the  Duke  fjir* 
nilhed  towards  this  enterprize  feren  battalions,  and 
nine  fquadrons  of  the  foreign  troops  maintained  by 
Great-Britsun.  The  Dutch'  deputies  at  Utrecht 
expoftukting  with  the  Bifhop  of  Briijol  upon  the 
Duke's  refilling  toadl  againft  the  enemy,  that  Pre- 
late told  them,  that  he  had  lately  received  an  ex- 
prefs, with  a  letter  from  her  Majefty,  in  which  fhe 
complained,  that  as  the  States-General  had  not 
properly  anfwercd  her  advances,  they  ought  not  to 
be  furprifed,  if  Ihe  thought  herfelf .  at  liberty  to 
enter  into  feparate  meafures,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
peace  for  her  own  conveniency.  When  tliey  re* 
monftrated  againil  fuch  conduit,  as  contradictory 
to  all  the  alliances  fubfifting  between  the  Queen 
and  the  States-General,  the  Bilhop  declared  his 
inftru<^ions  further  imported,  that  confidering  the 
condu6l  of  the   States  towards   her  Majefty,    llie 

thought 
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s  o  o  Kthoiight  lierltlf  difeng^d  fimh  all  aHuQioes  and 
^-      engageiiicnts  with  their  High  Migbtineflea.      The 

^"■^^J^^States  and  the  Minifters  of  the  Allies  were  inflantly  in 
commotion.  Private  meafures  were  concertisd  with 
the  Eleflor  of  Hanover,  th€  Landgrave  of  Hefle-- 
Caflfel,  and  fome  other*  princes  of  the  Empire,  con- 
cerning the  troops  belonging  to  thofc  powers  in  the 
;)ay  of  Grekt-Britain.  The  States-Geneiied  wrote  a 
ong  letter  to  the  Queen,  and  ordered  their  Envoy 
at  Ixjndon  to  deliver  it  into  her  own  hand.  Count 
Zinzerdorf,  the  Emperor's  Flenipotendai^,  dif- 
patched  exprefles  to  his  mafter,  to  Prince  Eugene, 
and  to  the  Imperial  Amballador  at  London.  The 
Queen  held  a  council  at  Keniingtpn  upon  the  fub- 
jtA  of  the  letter  ;  and  a  freih  order  was  fent  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  dire6ling  him  to  concur  with  the 
General  of  the  Allies  in  a  liege. 

^  Vn.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  Lord 
Hallifax^  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers^  defcanted  upon 
the  ill  confequences  of  the  Duke's  refiifing  to  co- 
operate with  Prince  Eugene,  and  moved  for  an 
« addrefs,  deiiring  her  Majeily  would  order  the 
General  to  aft  ofFenfively,  in  concert  with  her  al* 
lies.  The  Treafurer  obferved  it  was  prudent  to 
avoid  a  battle  on  the  eve  of  a  peace,  efpecially 
confidering  they  had  to  do  with  an  enemy  fo  apt  to 
break  his  word.  The  Earl  of  Wharton  rej^ied^ 
this  was  a  firong  reafon  for  keeping  no  meafures 
with  fuch  an  enemy.  When  Oxford  declared,  that 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  had  received  orders  to  join 
the  Allies  in  a  fiegc,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
^fErmed  it  was  impoflible  to  carry  on  a  fi^  with- 
out either  hazarding  a  battle,  in  cafe  the  enemy 
fliould  attempt  to  relieve  the  place,  or  (hamefuUy 
abandoning  tne  enterprize.  The  Duke  of  Argyle 
having  declared  his  opinion,  that  (ince  the  time 
of  Julius  Caefar  there  had  not  been  a  greater  Cap« 
tain  Aan  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  obferved,  that^ 
coAlidering  the  different  interefts  of  the  Houfe  of 
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Auftria  and  of  Great-Britain,  it  might  not  conliftcH  ap. 
with  prudence  to  truft  him  with  the  management  ^?^^;;^ 
of  the  war,  becaufe  a  battle  won  or  loft  might  171,. 
entirely  break  off  a  negociation  of  peace,  which  in 
ail  probability  was  near  being  concluded.  He 
added,  that  two  jxars  before,  the  Confederates 
might  have  taken  Arras  and  Cambray,  inllead  of 
amufing  themfelves  with  the  infigniticant  conquefts 
of  Aire,  Bethune,  and  St.  Venant.  The  Duke  of 
Devonlhire  faid  he  was,  by  proximity  of  blood, 
more  concerned  than  any  other  in  the  reputation  of 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  :  and,  therefore,  could  not 
help  exprefling  his  furprize,  that  any  one  would 
dare  to  make  a  nobleman  of  tlie  firft  rank,  and  of 
fo  diftinguifhed  a  characler,  the  inflrument  of  fuch 
proceedings.  Earl  Paulet  anfwered,  .that  nobody 
could  doubt  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  courage;  but 
he  was  not  like. a  certJ^ia  General,  who  led  troops 
to  the  flaughter,  to  caufe  a  great  number  of  officers 
to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  that  he  might  fill  his 
pockets  by  difpdfing  of  their  cqmniiiflions.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  was  fo  deeply  affedled  by 
this  reflection,  that  though  he  fupprefled  his  refent- 
ment  in  the  Houfe,  he  took  the  firft  opportunity  to 
fend  Lord  Mohun  to  the  Earl  with  a  meflage,  im- 
porting, that  he  ftiould  be .  glad  to  come  to  an  ex* 
planation  with  his  Lordfhip  about  fome  expreffions 
he  had  ufed  in  that  day's*debate,  and  defiring  his 
company  to  take  the  air  in  tlie  country.  The  Earl 
underftood  his  meaning  ;  but  could  not  conceal  his 
emotion  from  the  obfervation  of  his  lady,  by  whofe 
means  the  afi^air  was  communicated  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  Secretary  of  State.  Two  fentinels 
were  immediately  placed  at  his  Lord  (hip's  gate  : 
the  Queen,  by  the  channel  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  de- 
Cred  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  would  proceed  no 
farther  in  the  quarrel ;  and  he  afliired  her  he  would 
punctually  obe^  her  Majefty's  commands.  The 
Earl  of  Oxfgn:d  afliired  the  Houfe,  that  a  feparate 
.  VOL.  II.  R  peace 
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BOO  K  peace  was  never  intended  ;  that  fuch  a  peace  would 
'•  be  fo  bafe,  fo  knavilh,  and  fo  villanous,  that  every 
17  x^^^^^  one  who  ferved  the  Queen  knew  they  muft  anfwcr 
it  with  their  heads  to  the  nation  ;  but  that  it  would 
appear  to  be  a  fafe  and  glorious  peace,  much  more 
to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation,  than  the 
fifft  preliminaries  infifted  upon  by  the  Allies.  The 
queftion  being  put  for  adjourning,  was,  after  a  long 
debate,  carried  in  the  affirmative  ;  but  twenty  Lords 
entereti  a  proteft.  The  Earl  of  Strafford,  who  had 
returned  from  Holland,  propofed,  that  they  Ihould 
examine  the  negociations  of  the  Hague  and  Gcr- 
truydenberg,  before  they  confidered  that  of  Utrecht. 
He  obferved,  that  in  the  former  lyegociations  the 
French  minifters  had  conferred  only  with  the  Pen- 
fionary,  who  communicated  no  more  of  it  to  the 
minifters  of  the  Allies  than  what  was  judged  proper 
to  let  them  know  ;  fo  that  the  Dutch  were  abfolute 
ttiafters  of  the  fecret.  He  aflcrted  that  the  States- 
General  had  confented  to  give  Naples  and  Sicily  to 
King  Philip  ;  a  circumftance  which  proved  that  the 
recovery  of  the  whole  Spanifh  monarchy  was  looked 
upon  as  impra<9:icable.  He  concluded  with  a  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  her  Majefty,  defiring  that  the 
papers  relating  to  the  negociations  of  the  H^ue  and 
Gertruydenberg  ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
This  was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

§  VIII.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Mr.  Pulteney 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  acquainting  her  Majelly  that 
her  faithful  Commons  were  juftly  alarmed  at  the  in- 
telligence received  from  abroad,  that  her  General 
in  Flanders  had  declined  a6ling  ofFenfively  againft 
France  in  concurrence  with  her  allies ;  and  bc- 
feeching  her  Majcity  that  he  might  receive  fpeedy 
i'nflra6lions  to  profecute  the  war  with  the  utmoft 
vigour.  Tliis  motion  was  rejedled  by  a  great  ma- 
j'onty.  A  certain  member  having  infinuated,  that 
the  prefent  ncgociation  had  been  carried  on  in  a 
clandcltine  and  treacherous  manner.    Mr.  Secretary 
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St.  John  faid,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  accountedcHAP. 
treachery  to  a<5l  for  the  good  and  advantage  of^^^^Jl. 
Great-Britain  :  that  he  gloried  in  the  fmall  fliare  he'^^'J^^I^^'^^ 
had  in  the  tranfaftion ;  and  whatever  cenfure  he 
might  undergo  for  it,  the  bare  fatisfa6^ion  of  a6ling 
in  that  view  would  be  a  fufficient  recompence  and 
comfort  to  him  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 
The  Houfe  refolved,  That  the  Commons  had  an 
entire  confidence  in  her  Majefty's  promife,  to  com- 
municate to  her  Parliament  the  terms  of  the  peace 
before  it  fhould  be  concluded ;  -and, '  That  they 
would  fupport  her  againft  all  fuch  perfons,  either 
at  home  or  abroad,  as  Ihould  endeavour  to  obflruft 
the  pacification.  The  Queen  thanked  them  heartily 
for  this  refolution,  as  being  dutiful  to  her,  honeft  to 
their  country,  and  very  leafonable  at  a  time  when 
fo  many  artifices  were  ufed  to  obftruft  a  good  peace, 
or  to  force  one  difadvantageous  to  Britain.  They 
likewife  prefented  an  addrels,  defiring  they  might 
have  an  account  of  the  negociations  and  tranfadlions 
at  the  Hague  and  Gertjuydenberg,  and  know  who 
were  then  employed  as  her  Majefly's  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

^  IX.  The  miniftry,  forefeeing  that  Philip  would 
not  willingly  refign  his  hopes  of  fucceeding  to  the 
crown  of  France,  propofed  an  altemative,  that,  in 
cafe  (rf  his  preferring  his  eXpe<?feition  of  the  crown 
of  France  to  the  prefent  poflcffion  of  Spain,  this 
kingdom,  with  the  Indies,  fliould  be  forthwith  ceded 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  that  Philip,  in  the  mean 
time,  fhouki  poflcfs  the  Duke's  hereditary  domi- 
nions, and  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  together  with 
Monferrat  and  Mantua  ;  all  which  territories  fhould 
be  annexed  to  France  at  Philip's  fucceffion  to  that 
crown,  except  Sicily,  which  fhould  revert  to  the 
Houfe  of  Aurtria.  Louis  feemed  to  relifh  this  ex- 
pedient, which,  however,  was  rejedted  bv  Philip, 
^'ho  chofe  to  make  the  renunciation,  xatner  than 
quit  the  throne  upon  which  he  was  eflabliftied.  The 
R  2  Queen 
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BOO  K  Queen  demanded,  that  the  renunciation  fliouid  be 
^'  .  ratified  in  the  raoft  folemn  manner  by  the  States  of 
1711.  France ;  but  ihe  afterwards  waved  this  demand,  in 
confideration  of  its  being  regiftered  in  the  different 
Parliaments.  Such  forms  are  but  flender  fecurities 
againft  the  power,  ambition,  and  intereft  of  princes. 
The  Marquis  de  Torcy  frankly  owned,  that  Philip's 
renunciation  was  of  itfelf  void,  as  being  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  laws  and  conftitution  of  the 
French  monarchy ;  but  it  was  found  neceflary  for 
the  fatisfedion  of  the  Englilh  people.  Every  ma- 
terial article  being  now  adjufted  between  the  two 
courts,  particularly  thofe  relating  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain,  and  the 
delivery  of  Dunkirk,  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  prevailed 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond  adled 
in  concert  with  Marefchal  de  Villars. 

§  X.  On  the  fixth  day  of  June  the  Queen  going 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  communicated  the  plan  of 
peace  to  her  Parliament,  according  to  the  promifc 
ihe  had  made.  After  having  premifed,  that  the 
making  peace  and  war  was. the  imdoubted  prero- 
gative of  the  Crown,  and  hinted  at  the  difficulties 
which  had  arifen  both  from  the  nature  of  the  affair, 
and  numberlefs  obftru(ftions  contrived  by  the  ene- 
mies of  peace,  fhe  proceeded  to  enumerate  die 
chief  articles  to  whch  both  Crowns  had  agreed, 
without,  however,  concluding  the  treaty.  She  told, 
them  fhe  had  fecured  the  Proteftant  fucceffion, 
which  France  had  acknowledged  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  ;  and  that  the  Pretender  would  be  removed 
from  the  French  dominions ;  that  the  Duke  of  Anjou 
fhould  renoimce  for  himfelf  and  his  defcendants  all 
claim  to  the  crown  of  France  ;  fo  that  the  two 
monarchies  would  be  fo?p  ever  divided.  She  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  nature  of  this  propofal  was  fuch  as 
would  execute  itfelf :  that  it  would  be  the  intereft 
of  Spain  to  fupport  the  renunciation  ;  and  in  France, 
the  pcrfons  ijatitlcd  to  the  fuccellion  of  that  Crown 

upon 
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upon  the  death  of  the  Dauphin,  were  powerful  enough  CHAP, 
to    vindicate   their  own  right.     She  gave  them  to      ^^• 
iinderftand  that  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  Eng-    ^^^^^ 
land  and   France  had  been  begun,  though  not  yet  ^^  . 

adjured;    but  provilion  was   made,    that  England    '/y^^/*?  / 
ihould  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  that  France  granted  "  ^  a^i 

to  the  moft  favoured  nation  :  that  the  French  King  V///::^'^,  /  { 
had  agreed  to  make  an  abfolute  ceflion  of  the  ifland 
of  St.^Chriftopher's,  which  had  hitherto  been  di- 
vided between  the  two  nations :  that  he  had  alfo  con- 
fented  to  redore  the  whole  bay  and  ftraits  of  Hud- 
fon  ;  to  deliver  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  with 
Placentia  ;  to  cede  Annapolis,  with  the  reft  of  Aca- 
dia or  Nova-Scoria;  to  dcmolifh  the  fortifications 
of  Dunkirk  ;  to  leave  England  in  pofleflion  of  Gi- 
braltar, Port-Mahon,  and  the  whole  ifland  of  Mi- 
norca ;  to  let  the  trade  of  Spain  in  the  Wefl:-Indies 
be  fettled  as  it  was  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Catholick 
Majefly  :  flie  fignified  that  fhe  had  obtained  for  her 
fubjedls  the  afliento,  or  contract,  for  furnifliing  the 
Spanifh  Weft-Indies  with  negroes,  for  the  term  of 
thirty  years,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  had  been  en- 
joyed by  the  French.  With .  refpeA  to  the  Allies, 
ihe  declared,  that  France  offered  to  make  the  Rhine 
the  barrier  of  the  empire  ;  to  yield  Brifac,  Fort 
Kehl,  and  Landau,  and  raze  all  the  fortreflts  both 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  in  the  iflands  of 
that  river ;  that  the  Proteftant  interefl:  in  Germany 
would  be  refettled  on  the  footing  of  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia;  that  the  Spanifli  Netherlands,  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sardinia,  the  duchy  of 
Milan,  and  the  places  belonging  to  Spain  on  the 
coail  of  Tufcany,  might  be  yielded  to  his  Imperial 
Majefty  ;  but  the  dilpofition  of  Sicily  was  not  yet 
determined  ;  that  the  demands  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral with  relation  to  commerce,  and  the  barrier  in 
the  Low  Countries,  would  be  granted  with  a  few 
exceptions,  which  might  be  compenfated  by  other 
expedients;    that  no  great   progrefs  had  yet  been 
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BOO  Kmade  upon  the  pretcnfions  of  Portugal ;  but  that 
J*_  thofe  of  Pruffia  would  be  admitted  by  France  witb- 
"out  much  difficulty  :  that  the  difference  between  the 
barrier  demanded  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine,  and  that 
which  France  now  offered,  was  very  inconfiderable : 
that  the  Ele6lor  Palatine  fhould  maintain  his  prefent 
rank  among  the  Eledors,  and  that  France  would 
acknowledge  the  cledloral  dignity  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover.  Such  were  the  conditions  which  the 
Queen  hoped  would  make  fome  amends  to  her  fub- 
jedls,  for  the  great  and  unequal  burthen  they  had 
borne  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war.  She 
concluded  with  faying,  (he  made  no  doubt  but  tlicy 
were  fully  perfuaded,  that  nothing  would  be  neglcc:t- 
ed  on  her  part,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  negociation, 
to  bring  the  peace  to  an  happy  and  fpeedy  iffiie ;  and 
{he  expreffed  her  dependence  upon  the  entire  con- 
fidence and  cheerful  concurrence  of  her  Parlia- 
ment. 

§  XL  An  addrefs  of  thanks  and  approbation  was 
immediately  voted,  drawn  up,  and  prefented  to  the 
Queen  by  the  Commons  in  a  body.  Wh^n  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  took  the  fpeech  into  confideration, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  aflerted,  that  the  meafurcs 

Eurfued  for  a  year  paft  were  dire6lly  contrary  to  her 
lajefly's  engagements  with  the  Allies :  that  they 
fullied  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign;  and 
would  render  the  Englifh  name  odious  to  all  na- 
tions. The  Earl  of  Strafford  faid,  that  fome  of  the 
AlHes  would  not  have  (hewn  fuch  backwardnefs  to  a 
peace,  had  they  not  been  perfuaded  and  encouraged 
to  carry  on  the  war  by  a  member  of  that  illuftrious 
aflembly,  who  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondencc 
with  them,  and  fed  them  with  hopes  that  they  would 
be  fupported  by  a  ftrong  party  in  England.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this  inlinuation  againft  Marlborough,  liord 
Cowper  obferved,  that  it  could  never  be  fuggeftcd  as 
a  crime  in  the  meaneft  fubjedt^  much  lels  in  any 
3  iftcmber 
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member  of  that  auguft  aflembly,  to  hold  correfpon-c  H  a  p, 
dence  with   the  aUies  of  the   nation :     fuch  allies^      ^* 
cfpccialiy,  whofe  intereft  her  Majefty  had  declared    i^,^ 
to  be  infeparable  from  her  own,  in  her  fpeech  at  thir 
opening  of  the  feffion  ;  whereas  it  would  be  a  haid 
'  matter  to  juftify  and  reconcile  either  with  our  laws, 
or  with  the  laws  of  honour  and  juftice,  the  condu6l 
of  fome  perfons,  in  treating  clandeftinely  with  the 
common   enemy,    without  the  participation  of  the 
Allies.    This  was  a  frivolous  argument.     A  corre* 
fpondence    with    any    perfon   whatfoevcr    becomes 
criminal,  when  it  tends  to  foment  the  divifions  of 
one's  country,  and  arm  the  people  againft  their  So- 
vereign.    If  England  had  it  not  in  her  power,  with- 
out infringing  the  laws  of  juftice  and  honour,   to 
withdraw  herfelf  from  a  confederacy  which  fhe  could 
no  longer  fupport,  and  treat  for  peace  on  her  own 
bottom,  then  was  (lie  not  An  affbciate  but  a  flave 
to  the  alliance.    The  Earl  of  Godolphin  affirmed^ 
that  the  trade  to  Spain  was  fuch  a  trifle  as  deferred 
no  confiderarion  ;  and  that  it  would  continually  di- 
minifti,  until  it  ihould  be  entirely  engrofled  by  the 
French   merchants.     Notwithftanding  thcfe  remon- 
flrances  againft  the  plan  of  a  peace,  the  majority 
agreed  to  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  thanked  the 
Queen  for  her  extraordinary  condefcenfion  in  com- 
municating thofe  conditions  to  her  Parliament ;  and 
exprefled  an  entire  fatisfa6lion  with  her  condu(9 .     A 
motion  was  made  for  a  claufe  in  the  addrefs,  defir- 
ing  her  Majefty  would  take  fuch  meafures,  in  con- 
cert with  her  allies,  as  might  induce  them  to  join 
with  her  in  a  mutual  guarantee.     A  debate  enfued  : 
the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  claufe  rejected.     Se- 
veral  noblemen  entered  a  proteft,    which  was  ex- 
punged from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  by  the  dc- 
cilion  of  the  majority. 

^  XII.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  complaint 
was  exhibited  againft  Bifliop  Fleetwood,  who,  m  a 
preface   to  four  fermons  which  he  had  publifticdi 

took 
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BOO  Ktook  occafion  to  extol  the  laft  miniftry,  at  the  cx^ 
'•  pence  of  the  prefent  adminiftration*  This  piecQ 
17 II.  was  voted  malicious  and  fadUous,  tending  to  creatq 
difcord  and  fedition  among  her  Majefty's  fubje<5ls, 
and  condemned  to  be  burned  by  the  hajids  of  the 
common  hangman.  They  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  Queen,  alfuring  her  of  the  juft  fenfe  they  had 
of  the  indignity  offered  to  her,  by  printing  and  pub-s 
lifhing  a  letter  from  the  States-General  to  her  Ma-r 
jefty  ;  and  defiring  fhe  would  fo  far  refent  fuch  in- 
fults,  as  to  give  no  anfwer  for  the  future  to  any 
letters  or  memorials  that  fliould  be  thus  ulhered  into 
the  world,  as  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  pubhck^ 
Mr.  Hampden  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  her  Majefty, 
that  fhe  would  give  particular  inftru<9:ions  to  he^- 
Plenipotentiaries,  that  in  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  the  feveral  powers  in  alliance  with  heir 
Majefly  might  be  guai:antees  for  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
ceflion  in  the  illullrious  Houfe  of  Hanpver.  The 
queflion  being  put  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
Then  the  Houfe  refolved,  That  they  had  fuch  conr 
fidence  in  the  repeated  declarations  her  Majeity  had 
made  of  her  concern  for  alfuring  to  thefe  kingdoms 
the  Protefiant  fucceflion  as  by  law  eftabUflied,  that 
they  could  never  doubt  of  her  taking  the  proper 
meafures  for  the  fecurity  thereof:  that  the  Houfe 
would  fupport  her  againll  fa6lion  at  home  and  her 
enemies  abroad,  and  did  humbly  befeech  her,  that 
fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  difcountenance  all  thofe 
who  fhould  endeavour  to  raife  jealoufies  between 
her  Majelly  and  her  fubjedts,  efpecially  by  mifreprcT 
Tenting  her  good  intentions  for  the  welfare  of  her  • 
people.  The  Queen  was  extremely  pleafed  with 
•  this  refolution.  When  it  was  prelented,  fhe  told 
them,  that  they  had  fliewn  themfelves  honelt  af- 
ferters  of  the  monarchy,  zealous  defenders  of  the  con-7 
ftitution",  and  real  friends  to  the  Protefiant  fuccefiion. 
She  thought  fhe  had  very  little  reafon  to  countenance 
a  compliment  of  fupererogation  to  a  Prince  who'  had 
6  caballec^ 
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caballed  .with  the  enemies  of  her  adminiftration.  On  chap. 
the  twenty-firft  day  of  June  the  Queen  clofed  the^^^^^ 
leffion  with  a  fpeech,  exprefling  her  fatisfadlion  at^^^J^J^^ 
the  addrefles  and  fupplies  Ihe  had  received  :  fhe 
obfcrvcd,  that  (hoiild  the  treaty  be  broke  off,  their 
burthens  would  be  at  leaft  continued,  if  not  in- 
creafed  ;  that  Britain  would  lofe  the  prefent  oppor- 
tunity of  improving  her  own  commerce,  and  efta- 
blifhing  a  real  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  and 
that  though  fome  of  the  Allies  might  be  gainers  by 
a  continuance  of  the  war,  the  reft  would  fufter  ia 
the  common  calamity.  Notwithftanding  the  fer- 
ment of  the  people,  which  was  now  rifen  to  a  very 
dangerous  pitch,  addrefles  approving  the  Queen's 
conduct,  were  prefented  by  the  city  of  London, 
and  all  the  corporations  in  the  kingdom  that  efpoufed 
the  Tory  intereft.  At  this  jpnrture  the  nation  was 
fo  wholly  poflefled  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  that  no 
jippearance  of  neutrality  or  moderation  remained. 

\  XIII.  During  thefe  tranfadions  the  trenches 
were  opened  before  Quefnoy,  and  the  liege  carried 
on  with  uncommon  vigour  under  cover  of  the  forces 
conmianded  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  This  no-r 
bleman,  however,  having  received  a  copy  of  the 
^urticles  figned  by  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  and  freih 
inftni6tions  from  the  Queen,  fignified  to  Prince 
Eugene  and  the  Dutch  Deputies,  that  the  French 
King  had  agreed  to  feveral  articles  demanded  by  the 
Q«een,  as  the  foundation  of  an  armiftice  ;  and 
^mong  others  to  put  the  Englilh  troops  in  imme- 
diate pofleflipn  of  Dunkirk  :  that  he  could  there- 
fore no  longer  cover  the  fiege  of  Quefnoy,  as  he 
was  obliged  by  his  inftru6tions  to  march  with  the 
Britifh  troops,  and  thofe  in  the  Queen's  pay,  and 
declare  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  as  Ibon  as  he  ihould  be 
poiieffed  of  Dunkirk.  He  exprefled  his  hope,  that 
they  would  readily  acquiefce  in  thefe  inftrudtions, 
feeing  their  concurrence  would  zA  as  the  moft  pow- 
erful motive  to  induce  the  Queen  to  take  all  pof- 
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BOO  Kfible  care  of  their  interefts  at  the  Congrefs ;  and  he 
^J[v^^  endeavoured  to  demonftrate,  that  Dunkirk,  as  a 
17  u.  cautionary  town,  was  a  place  of  greater  confequencc 
to  the  Allies  than  Quefnoy.  The  Deputies  deiired 
he  would  delay  his  march  five  days,  that  they  might 
have  time  to  confult  their  principals,  and  he  granted 
three  days  without  hefitation.  Prince  Euffene  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  marching  off  with  the  Britim  troops, 
and  the  foreigners  in  the  Queen's  pay,  would  leave 
the  Allies  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ;  but  he  hoped 
'  thefe  lad  would  not  obey  the  Duke's  order.  He 
and  the  Deputies  had  already  tampered  with  their 
commanding  Officers,  who  abfolutely  reftifed  to  obey 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  alledging,  that  they  could 
not  feparate  from  the  confederacy  without  exprefs 
diredlions  from  their  matters,  to  whom  they  had 
difpatched  couriers.  An  extraordinary  aflembly  of 
the  States  was  immediately  fummoned  to  meet  at 
the  Hague.  The  minifters  of  the  Allies  were  in- 
vited to  the  conferences.  At  length,  the  Princes 
whofe  troops  were  in  the  pay  of  Britain  afliired  them, 
that  they  would  maintain  them  under  the  comnund 
of  Prince  Eugene  for  one  month  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  and  afterwards  fuftain  half  the  charge,  pro- 
vided the  other  half  (hould  be  defrayed  by  3ie  Em- 
peror and  States-General. 

§  XIV.  The  Bifhop  of  Briftol  imparted  to  the 
other  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  the  conceffions 
which  France  would  make  to  the  Allies ;  and  pro- 
pofed  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  two  months,  that  they 
might  treat  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  adjuft  the  de- 
mands of  all  the  Confederates.  To  this  propoftd 
they  made  no  other  anfwer,  but  that  they  had  no 
inftrucSlions  on  the  fubjecft.  Count  Zinzendorf,  the 
firft  Imperial  Plenipotentiary,  prefented  a  memorial 
to  the  States-General,  explaining  the  danger  that 
would  refult  to  the  common  caufe  from  a  ceflation 
of  arms  ;  and  exhorting  them  to  perfevere  in  their 
generous  and  vigorous  rcfolutions.     He  propofcd  a 

renewal 


ANNE.  251 

renewal  of  the  alliance  for  recovering  die  Spanifli  c  H  a  F. 
monarchy  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  a  certain  ^*j 
plan  for  profecuting  the  war  with  redoubled  ardour,  ^^^?[2*^^ 
prince  Eugene,  in  order  to  dazzle  the  Confederates 
with  fome  bold  enterprize,  detached  Major-General 
Groveftein,  with  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  to  pene- 
trate into  the  heart  of  France.  This  officer  about 
the  middle  of  June,  advanced  to  Champagne, 
pafled  the  Noire,  the  Maefe,  the  Mofelle,  and  the 
Saar,  and  retired  to  Traerbach  with  a  rich  booty, 
and  a  great  number  of  hoftages,  after  having  extorted 
contributions  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Metz,  ravaged 
the  coimtry,  and  reduced  a  great  number  of  villages 
and  towns  to  aflies.  The  conftemation  produced 
by  this  irruption  reached  the  city  of  Paris :  the 
lUng  of  France  did  not  think  himfelf  fafe  at  Ver- 
iailles  with  his  ordinary  guards  :  all  the  troops  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital  were  aflembled  about 
the  palace.  Villars  fent  a  detachment  after  Grove-  ' 
ilein,  as  foon  as  he  underftood  his  deflination  :  but 
die  other  had  gained  a  day's  march  of  the  French 
troops  which  had  the  mortification  to  follow  him  fb 
clofe,  that  they  found  the  flames  ilill  burning  in  the 
villages  he  had  deftroyed.  By  way  of  retaliation, 
M^or-Gcneral  Pafteur,  a  French  parrilan,  made  an 
cxcurfion  beyond  Bergen-op-zoom,  and  ravaged  the 
ifland  of  Tortola  belonging  to  Zealand. 

§  XV.  The  Eari  of  Strafford  having  returned  to 
Holland,  propofed  a  ceflation  of  arms  to  the  States- 
General,  by  whom  it  was  rcjefted.  Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  where 
he  arrived  in  a  few  days  after  the  redu6ton  of  Quef- 
noy,  the  garrifon  of  which  were  made  prifoners  of 
war  on  the  fourth  day  of  July.  The  officers  of  the 
foreign  troops  had  a  fecond  time  refufed  to  obey  a 
written  order  of  the  Duke  ;  and  fuch  a  fpirit  of  ani- 
mofity  began  to  prevail  between  the  Englifh  and  the 
Allies,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  efFecft  a 
foeedy  feparatioi^.  Prince  Eugene  refolved  to  un- 
dertake 
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BOO  Kdcrtake  the  fiege  of  Landrecy  :  a  defign   is  faid  to 
,^3.^^ have  •been  formed  by  the  German  Generals  to  con- 
17,2.     fine  the  Duke,  on  pretence  of  the  arrears  that  were 
due  to  them,  and  to  difarm  the  Britifh  troops,  left 
they  Ihould  join  the  French  army.     In  the  mean 
time  a  literary  correfpondence    was   maintained  be- 
tween the  Englifh  General    aiid  the  Marefchal  de 
Villars.      France  having  confented    to    deliver    up 
Dunkirk,    a  body  of  troops  was   tranfported   from 
England  under  the    command    of  Brigadier  Hill, 
who  took  pofleffion  of  the  place  on  the  feventh  day 
'  of  July  ;  the  French  garrifon  retired  to  Winoxberg. 
On  the  fixteenth  of  the  fame  month  Prince  Eugene 
marched  from  his  camp  at  Hafpre,  and  was  followed 
by  all  the  auxiliaries   in  the   Britifli  pay,  except  a 
^  few  battalions  of  the  troops  of  Holftein-Gottorp,  and 
Walefs    regiment  of  dragoons,    belonging   to  die 
.  State  of  Liege, 

§  XVI.  Landrecy  was  immediately  invefted: 
while  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  Englifh  forces, 
removed  from  Chateau-Cambrefis,  and  encamping 
at  Avcnfne-le-Secq,  proclaimed  by  found  of  trum-r 
pet  a  ceflation  of  arms  for  two  months.  On  the 
fame  day  the  like  armiftice  was  declared  in  the 
French  army.  The  Dutch  were  fo  cxafperated  at 
the  fcceflion  of  the  Enghfh  troops,  that  the  Gover- 
nors would  not  allow  the  Earl  of  Strafford  to  enter 
Bouchaine,  nor  the  Britifli  army  to  pafs  .through 
Douay,  though  in  that  town  they  had  left  a  great 
quantity  of  flores,  together  with  their  general  hof- 
pital.  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Dutch  Deputies, 
underftanding  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  had  begun 
his  march  towards  Ghent,  began  to  be  in  pain  for 
that  city,  and  fent  Count  Naifau  Woodenburgh  to 
him  with  a  written  apology,  condemning  and  dif- 
s^vowing  tlie  condu6l  and  commandants  of  Bouchain 
and  Douay  :  but,  notwithftanding  thefe  excufes,  die 
Englifh  troops  aftenvards  met  with  the  fame  treat- 
ment at  Tournay,    Oudenarde^    and  Lifle  :    infults 

which 


ANNE.  aSo 

which  were    refcntcd  by  the  whole  Britifh  nation.CHAP. 
The  Duke,  however,  purfued  his  march,  and  took     ^^• 
pofleffion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  for  the  Queen  of^^^^Tw!^ 
England :  then  he  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Dun- 
kirk, which  he  likewife  fupplied  with  artillery  and 
ammunition.     His  condudl  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
his  Sovereign,  than  mortifying  to  the  Dutch,  who 
never  dreamed  of  leaving  Ghent  and  Bruges  in  the 
hands  of  the  Engliih,  and  were  now  fairly  outwitted 
and  anticipated  by  the  motions  and  expedition  of  the. 
Britilh  General. 

^  XVII.  The  lofs  of  the  Britifli  forces  was  foon 
feverely  felt  in  the  allied  army.     Villars  attacked  a 
feparate  body  of  their  troops,  encamped  at  Denain, , 
under    the    comnmnd    of   the  Earl  of  Albermarle.i 
Their    entrenchments   were   forced,    and  feventeen 
battalions  either  killed  or  taken.     The  Earl  him- 
felf  and  all  the  furviving  officers  were  made  prifcni- 
ers.      Five    hundred    waggons    loaded  with  bread, 
twelve  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  provifions,  a  great  number  of  horfes,, 
and  cpnliderable  booty   fell   into  the  hands  of  the* 
enemy  :  this  advantage  they  gained  in  fight  of  Prince. 
Eugene,    who  advanced  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Schelde  to  fudain  Albermarle  ;  but  the  bridge  over 
that  river  was  broken  down  by  accident ;  fo  that  he 
was  prevented    from    lending    the    leall    affiftance. 
Villars  .immediately    invefted  Merchiennes,     where 
the  principal 'ftores  of  the  Allies  were  lodged.     The. 
place  was  furrendered  on  the  laft  day  of  July  :  and 
tlie  garrifon,  conlirting  of  live  thouland  men,  were- 
conduced  prifoners  to  Valenciennes.     He  afterwards 
undertook    tlie  fiege  of  Douay  ;    an  enterprize,  in  • 
confequence  of  which  Prince  ICugene  abandoned  hisr 
delign    on    Landrecy,    and    marched    towards    the. 
French,  in  order  to  hazard  an  engagement.     The. 
States,  however,  would  not  run  the  rifque  ;  and  the 
Prince  had  the  mortification  to  fee  Douay  reduced, 
by  the  enepy.     He  could  not  even  prevent  thei?; 
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BOO  Krctaking  Quefnoy  and  Bouchain,   of  which  places 
'•      they  were  in  polBeffion  before  the  tenth  day  of  O<9:o- 

'^''J^i^ber.  The  Allies  enjoyed  no  other  compenfation 
for  their  great  lofles,  but  the  conqueft  of  Fort 
Knocque,  which  was  furprized  by  one  of  their  par- 
tifans. 

§  XVIIL  The  Britifh  minifters  at  the  Congrefs 
continued  to  prefs  the  Dutch  and  other  allies  to 
join  in  the  armiftice  ;  but  they  were  deaf  to  the  pro- 
pofal,  and  concerted  meafures  for  a  vigorous  profe- 
cution  of  the  war.  Then  the  Earl  of  Strafford  in- 
filled upon  their  admitting  to  the  Congrefs  the  He- 
nipotentiaries  of  King  Philip  :  but  he  found  them 
equally  averfe  to  this  expedient.  In  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  Secretary  St.  John,  now  created  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolingbroke,  was  fent  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  incognito,  to  remove  all  obftru6tions  to  the 
treaty  between  England  and  France.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Pirior,  and  the  Abbd  Gualtier, 
treated  with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  marks  of  refpcft, 
carefled  by  the  French  King  and  the  Marqms  dc 
Torcy,  with  whom  he  adjufted  the  pnncipal  interefts 
of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the  Ele6lor  of  Bavaria. 
He  fettled  the  time  and  manner  of  the  renunciation, 
and  agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  by  fea  and  land 
for  four  months  between  the  crowns  of  Prance  and 
England  :  this  was  accordingly  proclaimed  at  Paris 
and  London.  The  negociation  being  finifhed  in  a 
few  days,  Bolingbroke  relwrned  to  England,  and 
Prior  remained  as  refident  at  the  court  of  Framcc. 
The  Scates-Qeneral  breathed  nothing  but  war :  the 
Penfionary  Heinfius  pronounced  an  oration  in  their 
aflembly, .  reprefenting  the  impoffibiUty  of  conclud- 
ing a  peace  without  lofing  the  fruits  of  all  the  blood 
and  treafure  they  had  expended.  The  confenences 
set  Utrecht  were  interrupted  by  a  quarrel  between  die 
domefticks  of  Menager,  and  thofe  of  the  Count  de 
Rechteren,  one  of  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries* 
The  populace  infulted  the  Earl  of  Stralfi)rd  and  th^ 
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Marquis  del  Borgo,  minifter  of  SavDy,  whofe  mtfterc  M  a  ?• 
was  reported  to  have  agreed  to  the  armiftice.     Thefc^^J"^ 
obftrudttons  being  removed,    the  conferences  were    .^uu 
renewed,    and  the  Britifh  Plenipotentiaries  exerted 
all  their  rhetorick,  both  in  publick  and  private,  to- 
engage    the  Allies    in   the    Queen's  meafures.     At 
length  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  prevailed  upon  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  offers  of  France.    Mr.  Thomas  Har^ 
ley  had  been  fent  ambaidador  to  Hanover,  with  a 
riew  to  perfuade  the  Eleftor  that  it  would  be  for 
his  intereft  to  co-operate  with  her  Majefty  :  but  that 
Prince's  refolution  was  already  taken.     "  Whenever 
"  it  (hail  pleafe  Go©  (faid  he)  to  call  me  to  the 
"  throne  of  Britain,  I  hope  to  a6l  as  becomes  me 
*^  for  the  advantage  of  my  people :  in  the  mean 
^^  time,  fpeak  to  me  as  to  a  German  PrinCe,   and  a 
^  Prince  of  the  Empire."    Nor  was  fhe  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  her  endeavours  to  bring  over  the  King  o£ 
Pruffia   to    her   fentimcnts.    In    the    mean    rime^ 
Liml  Lexington  was  appointed  ambaflador  to  Ma- 
drid, where  King  Piiilip  folemnly  fwore  to  obfcrve 
the  renunciation,  which  was  approved  and  confirmed 
by  the  Cortez.    The  like  renunciation  to  the  crown 
ef  Spain  was    afterwards   made    by  the    Princes  of 
France  ;  and  I%ilip  was  declared  incapable  of  Suc- 
ceeding to  the  Crown  of  that  realm.     The  court  of 
R:)rtu^  held  out  againft  the  remonftrances  of  Eng- 
land, until  the   Marquis  de  Bay  invaded  that  king- 
dom at  the  head  of  twenty  thouland  men,  and  under- 
took the  fiege  of  Campo-Major,    and    they    found 
they  h^  no  longer  any  hope  of  being  ajffifted  by  her 
Britannick   Majefty.     The  Portuguefe   minifter  at 
Utnecht  ligned  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  on  the  feventh 
day  of  November,   and   excufed    this    ftep  to  the 
Allies,  as  the  pure  effect  of  neceffity.    The  Engliih 
troops  in  Spain  were  ordered  to  feparate  from  the 
army  of  Count  Starembcrg,  and  march  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Barcelona,  where  they  were  embarktd 
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BO  OKon  board  an  Englifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  Sir 
^^V^John  Jennings,  and  traniported  to  Minorca. 
^714.        ^  XIX.    The  campaign  being  at  an  end  in  the 
Netherlands,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  returned  to  Eng- 
land,   where  the  party  difputes  were  become  more 
violent  than  ever.     The  Whigs  afFedbed  to  celebrate 
the  anniverfary  of  the  late  King's  birth-day,  in  Lon- 
don,   with    extraordinary    rejoicings.      Mobs   were 
hired  by  both  fadlions ;  and  tne  whole  city  was  filled 
with   riot   and    uproar.    "A  ridiculous  fcheme   was 
contrived  to  frighten  the  Lord  Treafurer  with,  fome 
fquibs  in  a  band-box,  v^hich  the  miniflers  magnified 
into  a  confpiracy.     The  Duke  of  Hamilton  having 
been    appointed     ambaflador-extraordinary    to    the 
court  of  France,  the  Whigs  were  alarmed  on  the 
fuppofition  that  this  nobleman  favoured  the  Preten- 
der.    Some  difpute   arifing  between  the  Duke  and 
LordMohun,  on  the  fubje6l  of  a  law-fuit,  furniflied 
a  pretence  for  a  quarrel. .  Mohun,  who  had  been 
twice   tried  for.murther,    and  was  counted  a  meaa 
tool,,  as  well  as  the  he6lor  of  the  Whig  party,  fent 
a  meflage  by  General  Macartney  to  the  Duke,  chal- 
lenging him  to  fingle  combat.     The  principals  met 
by  appointment  in  Hyde-Park,  attended  by  Macart- 
ney   and    Colonel  Hamilton.      They   fought  with 
fuch  ftiry,  that  Mohun  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and 
the  Duke  expired  before  he  could  be  conveyed  to 
his  own  houle.  Macartney  difappeared,  and  efcaped 
in  difguifc  to  the  continent.     Colonel  Hamilton  de- 
clared upon  oath  before  the  privy-council,  that  when 
the  principals  engaged,  he  and  Macartney  followed 
their  example  ;    that    Macartney  was  immediately 
difarmed  ;  but  the  Colonel  feeing  the  Duke  fall  upon 
his  antagonift,  threw  away  the  fwords,  and  ran  to 
lift  him  up  :  that  while  he  was  employed  in  raifing 
the  Duke,  Macartney,  having  taken  up  one  of  the 
fwords,  ftabbed  his  Grace  over  Hamilton's  ihoulder, 
and     retired    immediately.       A  proclamation    waa 
iflued,  promifing  a  rewaEd  of  five  htmdred  pounds 

to 
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to  thofe  who  fhould  apprehend  or  difcover  Macart-c 
ney ;  and  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton  offered  three  hun- 
dred pounds  for  the  fame  purpofe.    The  Tories  ex-    iyl%, 
claimed  againft  this    e^ent  as  a  party  duel :    they 
treated  Macartney  as  a  cowardly  aflaffin ;    and  af- 
firmed that  the  Whigs    had    pofted    others  of  the 
fame  ftamp  all  round  Hyde-park,   to  murder  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  in  'Cafe  he  had  triumphed  over 
his  antagonill,  and  efcapcd  the  treachery  ojf  Macart- 
ney.    The  Whigs  on  the  other  hand  ^firmcd^  that 
it  was  altogether  a  private  quarrel :  that  Macartney 
was  entirely  innocent  of  the  perfidy  laid  to  his  charge: 
that  he  afterwards  fubmitted  to  a  fair  trial,  at  w^iich 
Colonel  Hamilton  prevaricated    in  giving  his  evi- 
dence,   and  was   contradidled  by  the  teftimony  of 
divers  perfons  who  faw  the  combat  at  a  diftance. 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  hearing  himfelf  accufed 
as  the  author  of  thofe  party  mifchiefs,  and  feeing  his 
enemies-  grow  every  day  more  and  more  implacable, 
thought  proper  to  retire  to  the  continent,  where  he 
was  followed  by  his  Duchefs.     His  friend  Godolphin 
had  died  in  September,  with  the  general  charadler 
of  an  able,    cool,    difpaffionate  Minifter,  who  had 
rendered  himfelf  neceflary  to  four  fucceflive  Sove- 
reigns,   and  managed  the  finances  with  equal  Ikill 
and  integrity.     The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  was  nomi- 
nated' Ambafliador  to  France,    in  the  room  of  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  :  the  Duke  d'Aumont  arrived  at 
London  in  the  fame  quality  from  the  Court  of  Ver- 
failles  ;  and  about  the  fame  time  the  Queen  granted 
an  audience  to  the  Marquis  de  Monteleone,  whom 
Philip  had  appointed  one  of  his  Plenipotentiaries  at 
the  Congrefs. 

§  XX.  In  vain  had  the  Britifli  miniflers  in  Hol-^ 
land  endeavoured  to  overcome  the  obftinacy  of  the 
States-General,  by  alternate  threats,  promifes,  and 
arguments.  In  vain  did  they  reprefent,  that  the 
confederacy  againfl  France  could  be  no  longer  fup- 
ported  with  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs  :  that  the  Queers 
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Kaim  had  been  to  procure  reafonable  terms  for  her 
allies  ;  but  that  their  oppofition  to  her  meafures  pre- 
T^^^T^^vented  her  from  obtaining   fuch   conditions  as  fhe 
would  have  a  right  to  demand  in  their  favour,  were 
they  unanimous  in  their  confultations.     In  Novem- 
ber, the  Earl  of  Strafford  prefented  a  new  plan  of 
peace,  in  which  the  Queen  promifed  to  infift  upon 
France's  ceding  to   the  Stat^  the  city  of  Toiunay, 
•  and  fome  other  places  whiirh  they  could  not  expe<5l 
to  poflefs,  fliould  flie  conclude    a  feparate    tr^atj'. 
They  now  began  to  waver  in  their  councils.     The 
firft  tranfports  of  their  refentment  having  fubfided, 
they  plainly  perceived  that  the  continuation  of  the 
war  would  entail  upon  them   a  burthen  which  they 
could  not  bear,  ei'pecially  fince  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
and  the  King  of  Portugal  had  deferted  the  alliance  : 
belides,  they  were  ftaggered  by  the  affair  of  the  new 
barrier,  fo  much  more  advantageous  than  that  which 
France  had  propofed  in  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
ferences.    They  were  influenced  by  another  motive ; 
namely,  the  appreher^fion  of  new^  mifchiefs  to  the 
Empire  from  the  King    of  Sweden,    whofe    affairs 
feemed  to  take  a  favourable  turn  at  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  through  the  interceffion  of  the  French  Mo- 
narch.    The   Czar  and  King  Auguftus  had  pene- 
trated  into   Pomerania  :  the  King  of  Denmark  had 
taken  Stadcn,  reduced  Bremen,  and  laid  Hamburgh 
under  contribution  ;  but  Count  Steenbock,  the  Swe- 
difli  General,  defeated  the  Danifh  army  in   Meck- 
lenburg,   ravaged   Holltein     with    great    barbarity, 
and   reduced  the  town    of  Altena  to  allies.     The 
Grand  Signior  threatened  to  declare  war  againft  the 
Czar,  on  pretence  that  he  had  not  perfomied  fome 
eflential  articles  of  the  late  peace  ;  but  his  real  mo- 
tive was  an  inclination  to  fupport  the  King  of  Swe- 
den.    This  difpofition,  however,  was  defeated  by  a 
powerful  party  at  the  Porte,  who  were  averfe  to  war. 
Charles,  who  ft  ill  remained  at  Bender,  was  define^ 
to  return  to  his  own  kingdom,  and  given  to  under- 
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ftand^  that  the  Sultan  would  procure  him  a  lafe  paf-C  U  A  p. 
fage.     He  treated  the  perfon  who  brought  this  i^'^-c-^ll. 
aiation  with  the  mod  outrageous  infolence  ;  rejected     ,7,^, 
the  propofal  ;    fortified  his  houfe,   and  refolved  to 
defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity.     Being  attacked    -  • 
by  a  confiderable  body  of  Turkiih  forces,  he  and  hi5 
attendants  fought   with   the    moft    frantick  valour,      fj 
They  flew  fome  hundreds  of  the  aflailants ;  but  at     ' 
laft  the  Turks  fct  fire  to  the  houfe  :  fo  that  he  waB 
obliged  to  furrender  himfelf  and  his  followers,  who 
were  generally  fold  for  flaves.     He  himfelf  was  con- 
veyed under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Adrianople.     Mean- 
while the  Caar  landed  with    an  army  in  Finland, 
which  he  totally  reduced.     Steenbock   maintained 
himfelf  in  Tonningen  until  all  his  fupplies  were  cut 
oiF,  and  then  he  was  obliged  to  deliver  himfelf  and 
his  troops  prifoners  of  war.     But  this  reverfe  was  not 
forefeen  when  the  Dutch  dreaded  a  rupture  between 
the  Porte  and  the  Mufcovites^and  were  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  the  Turks  wo^ld  revive  the  troubles  in 
Hungary.      In  that  cafe,  they  knew  the  Emperor 
would  recal  great  part  of  his  troops  from  the  Nether- 
lands, where  the  burthen  of  the  war  muft  lie  upon 
their  (boulders.     After  various  confultations  in  tneir 
different  aflfemblies,  they  came  into  the  Queen's  mea- 
fures,  and  figned  the  Barrier  treat5\ 

§  XXI.  Then  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  four 
Aflbciated  Circles  prefented  a  remonftrance  to  the 
Britifh  minifters  at  Utrecht,  imploring  the  Queen's 
intcrpofition  in  their  favour,  that  they  might  not  be 
left  m  the  miferable  condition  to  which  they  had 
been  reduced  by  former  treaties.  They  were  given 
to  underfland,  that  if  they  fhould  not  obtain  what 
they  defired,  they  themfelves  would  be  juftly  blamed 
as  the  authors  of  their  own  difappointment :  that 
tliey  had  been  deficient  in  furnifhing  their  propor- 
tion of  troops  and  other  neceflaries ;  and  left  the 
'  whole  burthen  of  the  war  to  fall  upon  the  Queen 
and  the  States  in  the  Netherlands  :  that  when  a  cef- 
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BOO  Kfiwrcs  for  eafing  the  foreign  trade  of  the  kingdom, 

J*      for   improving  and  encouraging  manufaAtires  and 

^^"^^^^y^tht  fiihery,  and  for  employing  the  hands  of  idle 

people.     She  exprefled  her  difpieafure  at  the  fcan- 

dalous  and  feditious  libels    which  had  been  lately 

f)ublifhed.  She  exhorted  them  to  confider  of  new 
aws,  to  prevent  this  licentioufnefs,  as  well  as  for 
putting  a  flop  to  the  impious  pradice  of  dueUing. 
She  conjured  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
calm  the  minds  of  men  at  home,  that  the  arts  of 
peace  might  be  cultivated;  and  that  groundlefs 
jealoufies,  contrived  by  a  faction,  and  fomented  by 
party  rage,  might  not  efft&.  that  which  their  foreign 
enemies  could  not  accomplifh.  This  was  the  lan- 
guage of  a  pious,  candid,  and  benevolent  Sovereign, 
who  loved  her  fubjedts  with  a  truly  parental  affec- 
tion. The  Parliament  conlidered  her  in  that  light. 
Each  Houfe  prefented  her  with  a  warm  addrefs  of 
thanks  and  congratulation,  expreffing,  in  particular^ 
their  inviolable  attachment  to  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion  in  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover.  The 
ratifications  of  the  treaty  being  exchanged,  the  peace 
was  proclaimed  on  the  fifth  of  May  with  the  ufiial 
ceremonies,  to  the  inexprelRblejoy  of  the  nation  in 
general.  It  was  about  this  period  that  the  Chevalier 
de  St.  George  conveyed  a  printed  remonftrance  to 
the  Minifters  at  Utrecht,  folcmnly  protefling  againfl: 
all  that  might  be  ftipulated  to  his  prejudice.  The 
Commons,  in  a  fecond  addrefs,  had  befought  her 
Majefty  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe  in  due  time 
the  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  France  ; 
and  now  they  were- produced  by  Mr.  Benfon,  Chan- 
,  cellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

^  XXIV.  By  the  treaty  of  peace  the  French  King 
obliged  himfelf  to  abandon  the  Pretender,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  Queen's  title  and  the  Proteflant  fuc- 
<:effion  ;  to  raife  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  within 
a  limited  time,  on  condition  of  receiving  an  equiva- 
knt;    to  cede  Newfoundland,  Hudfon's  Bay,  and 

§t.  Chrif- 


ANNE.  ^6d 

St.  Chriftophefs  to  England  ;  but  the  French  werec  H  AP. . 
left  in  pofleffion  of  Cape  Breton,  and  at  liberty  to^^^J;^^ 
<iry  their  fiih  in  Newfoundland.  By  tlie  treaty  of  ,7,^, 
commerce  a  free  trade  was  eftablifbed,  according  to 
;the  tariff  of  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
.fixty-four,  except  in  fome  commodities  that  were 
fubje<5led  to  new  regulations  in  the  year  fixteen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine.  It  was  agreed,  That  no  other 
duties  Ihould  be  impofed  on  the  produdlions  of 
France  imported  into  England,  than  thofe  that  were 
laid  on  the  fame  commodities  from  other  countriies  $ 
and.  That  Commiflaries  fhould  meet  at  London,  to 
adjuft  all  matters  relating  to  commerce  ;  as  for  the 
tariff  with  Spain,  it  was  not  yet  finiihcd.  It  was 
ftipulated,  That  the  Emperor  fhould  poiTefs  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  the  duchy  of  Milan,  and  the 
Spaniih  Netherlands :  That  the  Duke  of '  Savoy 
fhould  enjoy  Sicily,  with  the  title  of  King  :  That 
the  lame  title,  with  the  illand  of  Sardinia,  Ihould  be 
allotted  to  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria,  as  an  indemnifi- 
cation for  his  lofles  :  That  the  States-General  fhould 
reflore  Lifle  and  its  dependencies  :  That  Namur, 
Charleroy,  Luxembourg,  Ypres,  and  Newport  fhould 
be  added  to  the  other  places  they  already  poflefled 
in  Flanders  :  and,  That  the  King  of  PniflTia  fhould 
have  Upper-Gueldre,  in  lieu  of  Orange  and  the  other 
ftates  belonging  to  that  family  in  Franche  Comte. 
The  King  of  Portugal  was  fatisfied  ;  and  the  firit  day 
of  June  was  fixed  as  the  period  of  time  granted  to  the 
Emperor  for  confideration. 

^  XXV.  A  day  being  appointed  by  the  Commons 
to  deliberate  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce,  very 
jufl  and  weighty  obje6lions  were  made  to  the  eighth 
and  ninth  articles,  importing,  That  Great-Britain 
and  France  ihould  mutually  ec^oy  all  the.  privileges 
in  trading  with  each  other  that  either  granted  to  the 
mofl  favoured  nation  ;  •  and  that  no  higher  cuftoms 
fhould  be  exacted  from  the  commodities  of  France, 
than  thofe  that- were  drawn  from  the  :famc  produc- 
tions 
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Ktions  of  any  other  people.  The  balance  of  trade 
having  long  inclined  to  the  fide  of  Prance,  fevcrc 
,^,3^  duties  had  been  laid  on  all  the  productions  and  ma- 
nufactures of  that  kingdom,  fo  as  almoft  to  amount 
to  a  total  prohibition.  Some  members  obferved, 
that  by  the  treaty  between  England  and  Portugal, 
the  duties  charged  upon  the  wines  of  that  country 
were  lower  than  thofe  laid  upon  the  wines  of  France  : 
that  fhould  they  now  be  reduced  to  an  equality,  the 
difference  of  freight  was  fo  great,  that  the  French 
wines  would  be  found  much  cheaper  than  thofe  of 
Portugal ;  and,  as  they  were  more  agreeable  to  the 
tafte  of  the  nation  in  general,  there  would  be  no 
market  for  die  Portuguefe  wines  in  England  :  that 
Ihould  this  be  the  cafe,  the  Englifh  would  ,lofe  their 
.  trade  with  Portugal,  the  mod  advantageous  of  any 
traffick  which  they  now  carried  on :  for  it  confumed 
a  great  quantity  of  their  manufactures,  and  returned 
a  yearly  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
gold.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Grould,  formerly  Governor  of 
the  Bank,  affirmed,  that  as  France  had,  fince  the 
Revolution,  encouraged  woollen  manufaChires,  and 
prepared  at  home*  feveral  commodities  which  for- 
merly they  drew  from  England  ;  fo  the  Englifh  had 
learned  to  make  filk  fluffs,  paper,  and  all  manner 
of  toys,  formerly  imported  from  France:  by  which 
means  an  infinite  number  of  artificers  were  employed, 
and  a  vafl  fum  annually  faved  to  the  nation  :  but 
thefe  people  would  now  be  reduced  to  beggary,  and 
that  money  loft  again  to  the  kingdom,  fhould  French 
commodities  of  the  fame  kind  be  imported  under 
ordinary  duties,  becaufe  laboiu"  was  much  cheaper 
in  France  than  in  England,  confequently  the  Britifh 
manufactures  would  be  tuiderfold  and  ruined.  He 
urged,  that  the  ruin  of  the  filk  manufadure  would 
be  attended  with  another  difadvantage.  Great  quan- 
tities of  woollen  cloths  were  vended  in  Italy  and 
Turkey,  in  confequence  of'  the  raw  filk  which  the 
Englifh   merchants    bought  up  in  thofe  countries ; 

and^ 
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and,  fliocdd  the  lilk  manufadhire  at  home  be  loft,c  H  af. 
thole  markets  for  Britifh  commodities  would  fail  of  ^^* 
courfe.  Others  alledged,  that  if  the  articles  of  com-^ 
merce  had  been  fettled  before  the  Englifli  troops 
feparated  from  thofe  of  the  Confederates,  the  French 
King  would  not  have  prefumed  to  infift  upon  fuch 
terms,  but  have  been  glad  to  comply  with  more 
moderate  'conditions.  Sir  William  Wyndham  re- 
fleiSled  on  the  late  miniftry^  for  having  negleded  to 
make  an  advantageous  peace  when  it  was  in  their 
power.  He  faid  that  Portugal  would  always  have 
occafion  for  the  woollen  manufa6lures  and  the  corn 
of  England,  .and  be  obliged  to  buy  them  at  all 
events.  After  a  violent  debate,  the  Houfe  refolved, 
by  a  great  majority.  That  a  bill  ihould  be  brought 
in  to  make  good  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France.  Againft  thefe 
articles  however,  the  Portuguefe  Miniftef  prefented 
a  memorial,  declaring,  that  fhould  the  duties  on 
French  wines  be  lowered  to  the  fame  level  with  thofe 
that  were  laid  on  the  wines  of  Portugal,  his  matter 
would  renew  the  prohibition  of  the  woollen  manu- 
fadlures,  and  other  products  of  Great-Britain.  In- 
deed, 2il  the  trading  part  of  the  nation  exclaimed 
againft  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  feems  to  have 
been  concluded  in  a  hurry,  before  the  Minifters  fully 
imderflood  the  nature  of  the  fubjedt.  This  preci- 
pitation was  owing  to  the  fears  that  their  endeavours 
after  peace  would  mifcarry,  from  the  intrigues  of 
the  Whig  fadlion,  and  the  obllnate  oppofition  of 
the  Confederates. 

§  XXVI.  The  Commons  having  granted  an  aid 
of  two  Ihillings  in  the  pound,  proceeded  to  renew 
the  duty  on  malt  for  another  year,  and  extended  this 
tax  to  the  whole  ifland,  notwithftanding  the  warm 
remonftrances  of  the  Scottifh  members,  who  repre- 
fentcd  it  as  a  burthen  which  their  country  could  not 
bear.  They  infifted  upon  an  exprefs  article  of  the 
Union,  ftipulating.  That  no  duty  fhould  b?  laid  on 

the 
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BOO  K which  they  had  fo  eagerly  promoted  ;  while  the  To- 
^'  ries  ftrenuoufly  fupported  the  meafure  againft  which 
^,3  they  had  once  argued  with  fuch  vehemence.  In  the 
coiirfe  of  the  debate,  the  Lord-Treafurer  obferved, 
that  although  the  malt-tax  was  impofed,  it  might 
be  afterwards  remitted  by  the  Crown.  The  Earl 
of  Sunderland  exprefled  furprizc  at  hearing  that 
noble  Lord  broach  a  dodhine  which  tended  to  efta- 
blifh  a  defpotick  difpenfing  power,  and  arbitrary 
government.  Oxford  replied,  his  family  had  never 
been  famous,  as  fome  others  had  been,  for  promoting 
and  advifing  arbitrary  meafures.  Sunderland,  confi- 
dering  this  expreffion  as  a  farcafm  levelled  at  the 
memory  of  his  father,  took  occafion  to  vindicate  his 
condu6l,  adding,  that  in  thofe  days  the  other  Lord*s 
,  family  was  hardly  known.  Much  violent  altercation 
was  discharged.  At  length  the  motion  for  the  bill 
was  rejcAed  by  a  fmall  majority,  and  the  Malt-bill 
afterwards  pafled  with  great  difficulty. 

^  XXVII.  Another  bill  being  brought  into  the 
Haufe  of  Commons,  for  rendering  the  treaty  of 
commerce  effetlual,  fuch  a  number  of  petitions 
were  delivered  againft  it,  and  fo  manv  folid  argu- 
ments advanced  by  the  merchants  who  were  exa- 
mined on  the  fubjedt,  that  even  a  great  number  of 
Tory  members  were  convinced  of  the  bad  confc- 
quence  it  would  produce  to  trade,  and  voted  againft 
the  miniftry  on  this  occafion ;  fo  that  the  bill  was 
rejc6ted  by  a  majority  of  nine  voices.  At  the  fame 
time,  however,  the  Houfe  agreed  to  an  addrefs, 
thanking  her  Majefty  for  the  great  care  fhe  had 
taken  of  the  fecurity  and  honour  of  her  kingdoms  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  ;  as  alfo  for  having  laid  fo  good 
a  foundation  for  the  intcrcft  of  her  people  in  trade. 
They  likewife  befought  her  to  appoint  Commiflioncrs 
to  treat  with  thofe  of  France,  for  adjufting  fuch 
matters  as  fhould  be  neceflary  to  be  fetded  on  the 
filbje<ft  of  commerce,  that  the  treaty  might  be  ex- 
plained ajid  perfected  for  t^ie  gpo{i  and  i^^lfvc  qf 

her 
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her  people.  The  Queen  interpreted  this,  addrefsc  h  apI 
into  a  full  approbation  of  the  treaties  of  peace  and  ^^• 
commercJe,  and  thanked  them  accordingly  in  the"" 
warmeft  terms  of  fatisfa<9ion  and  acknowledgment., 
The  Commons  afterwards  defired  to  know  what 
equivalent  ihould  be  given  for  the  demolition  of 
Dunkirk  ;  and  fhe  gave  them  to  imderftand,  that 
thiswa;  already  in  the  hands  of  his  MbftChriftian 
Majefly  :  then  they  befought  her  that  fhe  would  not 
evacuate  the  towns  of  Flanders  that  were  in  her  pof- 
feffion,  until  thofe  who  were  entiried  to  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands  Ihould  agree  to 
fuch  articles  for  regulating  trade  as  might  place  the 
fubje6b  of  Great-Britain  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
thofe  of  any  other  nation.  The  Queen  made  a  fa- 
vourable anfwer  to  all  their,  remonftrances.  Such 
were  the  fteps  taken  by  the  Parliament  during  this 
feffion  with  relation  to  the  famous  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
againft  which  the  Whigs  exclaimed  fo  violently,  that 
many  well-meaning  people  believed  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  immediate  ruin  of  the  kingdom  : 
yet  under  the  ftiadow  of  this  very  treaty,  Great- 
Britain  enjoyed  a  long  term  of  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity. Bilhop  Burnet  was  heated  with  an  enthufiaftick 
terror  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  declared  to 
the  Queen  in  private,  that  any  treaty  by  which  Spain 
and  the  Weft- Indies  were  left  in  the  hands  of  King 
Philip,  muft  in  a  little  time  deliver  all  Europe  into 
the  hands  of  France ;  that,  if  any  fuch  peace  was 
made,  the  Queen  was  betrayed,  and  the  people 
ruined :  that  in  lefs  than  three  years  fhe  would  be 
murthered,  and  the  fireswould  blaze  again  in  Smith- 
field.  This  Prelate  lived  to  fee  his  prognoftic  dif- 
appointed  ;  therefore,  he  might  have  fupprefled  this 
anecdote  of  his  olvn  condudl. 

§  XXVIIL  Oft  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June, 'the 
Queen  fignified>  in  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of  •Com- 
mons, that  her  civil  lift  was  burthened  with  fojjie 
debts  incurred  by  fcveral  articles  of  extraordinary 
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Kexpencc;  a{id  that  fhe  h<:^ed  th«y  would  empower 
her  to  raile  fuch  a  futn  of  money  upoa  the  funds  for 
17,3.  that  provifion,  as  would  be  fufficient  to  difchai^ge 
the  incumbrances,  which  amounted  to  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  A  bill  was  immediately  prepared 
for  raifing  this  fum  on  the  civil-lift  revenue,  and 
pafled  through  both  Houfes  with  fome  difficulty. 
Both  Lords  and  Commons  addreflcd  the  Queen 
concerning  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  who  had 
repaired  to  Lorraine.  They  defired  Ihe  would  prefs 
the  Duke  of  that  name,  and  all  the  Princes  and 
States  in  amity  with  her,  to  exclude  from  her  domi- 
nions the  Pretender  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great-Britain.  A  publick  thankfgiving  for  the 
peace  was  appointed  and  celebrated  with  great  fo- 
lemnity .;  and  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  July  the  Queen 
clofed  the  feffion  with  a  fpeech  which  was  not  at  all 
agreeable  to  the  violent  Whigs,  becaufe  it  did  not 
contain  one  word  about  the  Pretender  and  the  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffion.  From  thefe  omiffions  they  con- 
cluded, that  the  di6lates  of  natural  afFe<9ion  had 
biailed  her  in  favour  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George. 
Whatever  fentiments  of  tendernefs  and  comp^fion 
fhe  might  feel  for  that  imfortunatc  exile,  the  ac- 
knowledged fon  of  her  own  father,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  fhe  ever  entertained  a  thought  of  altering 
the  fucceffion  as  by  law  eftablifhed.  The  term  (J 
Sacheverel's  fufpenfion  bemg  expired,  extraordinary 
rejoicings  were  made  upon  the  occafion.  He  was 
defired  to  preach  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
who  thanked  him  for  his  fermon  ;  and  the  Queen 
promoted  him  to  the  rich  benefice  of  St.  Andrew's, 
Holboum.  On  the  other  hand  the  Duke  d'Aumoat, 
Ambaflador  firom  France,  was  infulted  by  the  po- 
pulace. Scurrilous  ballads  were  puhUfhed  aga^ 
liim  both  in  the  Ei}gli(h  and  French  iangu^es.  He 
received  divers  anonymous  letters,  cootittmog  threats 
of  fctting-fire  to  his  houfe,  which  wa$  accprdingly 
burned  to  the  grouinl,  thougk  whttlkcr  by  lurcident 

or 
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or  defi^  he  could  not  well  determine.     The  magi-CHAp. 
Uracy  of  Dunkirk,  having  fcnt  a  deputation  with  an      xi. 
addrefs  to  the  Queen,  humbly  imploring  her  Mii}eAj^^^!^^^C^ 
to  fpare  the  port  and  harbour  of  that    town,  and 
reprefenting  that  they  might  be  ufeful  to  her  own 
fiibje<Sts,  the  memorial    was    printed  and  difperfed, 
and  the  arguments  it  contained  were  anfwcrcd  and 
refuted  by  Addifon,  Steele  and  Maynwaring.     Com- 
miflioners  were  fent  to  fee  the  fortifications  of  Dun- 
kirk demolifhcd.    They  were  accordingly  razed  ta 
th6  ground  ;    the  harbour  was  filled    up ;    and  the 
Duke  d' Aumont  returned  to  Paris  in   tlie  month  of 
November.     The  Queen,  by  her  remonftrances  to 
the  Court  of  Vcrfaulcs,  had  procured  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  Protefi:ants  from 
the  gallies  :  underftanding  afterwards  that  as  many 
more  were  declined  on  the  fame  account,  fhe  made 
fiich  apjdication  to   the  French  miniftry,  that  they 
too  were  releafcd.      Then    (he    appointed    Genera! 
Rofs    her    Envoy-extraordinary    to    the    King    of 
France. 

^  XXIX.    The  Duke  of  Shrewftniry  being  no- 
minated Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  aflembled  the 
Parliament  of  that  kingdom  on  the  t^'enty-fifth  day 
of  November,  and  found  the  two  Houfes  ftill  at 
variance,  on  the  oppofite  principles   of  Whig  and 
Tory.      Allan  Broderick    being  chofcn  Speaker  of 
the  Commons,  they  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in, 
to  attaint  the  Pretender  and  all  his  adherents.     They 
profecuted    Edward  Lloyd,    for  publifhing  a  book^ 
mritled,     "  Memoirs     of    the    Chevalier     de    St: 
George ;"  and  they  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  the 
Queen,  to    remove    from    the    Chancellorihip    Sir 
Conftantine    Phipps,    who    had    countenanced    the 
Tories   of  that   kmgdom.       The   Lords,  however, 
refolved,  that  Chancellor  Phipps  had,  in  his  feveral 
ftatibns,  acquitted  himfelf  with  honour  and  integrity. 
The  two  Houfes  of  Convocation  prefcnted  an  ad- 
drefs to  the   fame    purpofe.     They    likewife  com- 
plained 
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BOO  K  plained  of  Mr.  Molefworth,  for  having  infulted 
I*  them,  by  faying,  when  they  appeared  in  the  Caftle 
'^'^'^^^^^  of  Dublin^  "They  that  have  turned  the  world  up- 
*^  fide  down  are  come  hither  aUb  ;**  and  he  was 
removed  from  the  privy-coimciL  The  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  received  orders  to  prorogue  this  Parlia- 
ment, which  was  divided  againft  itfelf,  and  por- 
tended nothing  but  domeftick  broils.  Then  he  ob- 
tained leave  to  return  to  England,  leaving  Chancellor 
Phipps,  with  the  Archbifhop  of  Armagh  andTuam, 
Juftices  of  the  kingdom. 

§  XXX.    The  Parliament  of  England  had  been 
difiolved  ;  and  the  elections  were  managed  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  retain   the  legiflative  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Tories  :  but  the  meeting  of  the  new 
Parliament  was  delayed  by  repeated  prorogations  to 
the  tenth  day  of  December  ;  a  delay  partly  owing  to 
the  Queen's  indifpofition  ;  and  partly  to  the  contefts 
among  her  minifters.     Oxford  and  Bolingbroke  were 
competitors  for  power,  and  rivals  in  reputation  for 
ability.       The    Treafurer's  parts  were  deemed  the 
more  folid  ;  the  Secretary's  more  fhining :  but  both 
minifters    were   afpiring  and  ambitious.     The  firft 
was  bent  upon  maintaining  the  firft  rank  in  tlie.  ad- 
miniftration,  which  he   had  pofiefled  fince  the  revo- 
lution in  the  miniftry  :  the  other  difdained  to  a6t  as 
a  fubaltern  to  the  man  whom  he  thought  he  excel- 
led in  genius,  and  equalled  in  importance.     They 
began  to  form  feparate  cabals,  and  adopt  different 
principles.     Bolingbroke  infinuated  himfelf  into  the 
confidence  of  Lady  Mafliam,  to  whom  Oxford  had 
given  fome  caufe  of  difguft.     By  this  communica- 
tion he  gained  ground  in  the  good  opinion  of  his 
Sovereign,  while  the  Treafurer  loft  it  in  the  fame 
proportion.     Thus  fhe  who  had  been  the  author  of 
his  elevation,  was  now  ufed  as  the  inftrument  of  his 
difgrace.      The   Queen  was  fenfibly  aflfedled   with 
thefe  diflenfions,    which  fhe  interpofed  her  advice 
and  authority,  by  turns,  to  appeafe ;  but  their  mu- 
tual 
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tual  anidioiity  Continued  to  rankle  under  an  exterior  c  b  A  P4 
accommodation.  The  intereft  of  Bolingbroke  ^^y^^^Lj 
powerfully  fupported  by  Sir  Simon  Harconrt,  the  1713, 
Chancellor,  Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Se^ 
cretary  Bromley.  Oxford  perceived  his  own  influ- 
ence was  on  the  wane,  and  began  to  think  of  retire- 
ment. Meanwhile  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  wad 
appointed  Ambaflador  to  the  King  of  Sicily ;  and 
fet  out  for  Turin.  The  Queen  retired  to  Windfor, 
where  fhe  was  feized  with  a  very  dangerous  inflam- 
matory feven  The  hopes  of  the  Jacobites  vifibdy 
rofe  :  the  public  funds  immediataly  fell :  a  greater 
run  was  made  upon  the  Bank,-  the  directors  of  which 
were  overwheliped  with  cpnfl:emation,  which  was 
not  a  little  increafed  by  the  report  of  an  armament 
equipped  in  the  ports  of  France. .  They  fent  une  of 
their  members  to  reprefent  to  the  Treafurer  the  dan- 
ger that  threatened,  the  publick  credit.  The  Queen 
being  made  acquainted  with  thefe  occurrence^ 
iigned  a  letter  to  Sir  Samuel  Stancer,  Lord-mayor 
of  London,  declaring,  that  now  flie  was  recovered 
of  her  late  indifpofition,  Ihe  would  return  to  the 
place  of  her  ufual  refidence,  and  open  the  Parlia- 
ment on  the  fixteenth  day  of  February.  This  inti- 
marion  fhe  fent  to  her  loving  fubjedts  of  the  city 
of  London,  to  the  intent  that  all  of  them,  in  their 
feveral  flations,  might  difcountenance  thofe  mali-, 
cious  rumours,  fpread  by  evil-minded  perfons,  to 
the  prejudice  of  credit,  and  the  imminent  hazard  of 
the  publick  peace  and  tranquillity.  The  Queen's 
recovery,  together  with  certain  intelligence  that  the 
armament  was  a  phantom,  and  the  Pretender  ftill 
in  Lorraine,  helped  to  affiiage  the  ferment  of  the 
nation,  which  had  been  induftrioufly  raifed  by  party- 
writings.  Mr.  Richard  Steele  pubHfhed  a  perfor- 
mance, intituled,  "  The  Crifis,**  in  defence  of  the 
Revolution  and  the  Proteftant  eflablifhment,  and 
enlarging  upon  the  danger  of  a  Popifh  fucceflbr. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  heredit^y  right  tQ^c  Crown 
VOL.  n.  T  of 
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B  o  o  Kof  Efig^and  was  aflEbrted  in  a  large  volume,  fuppofe<I 
!•      to  be.  wiittea  with,  a  view  to  pave  the  way  for  the 

^"^^'J^^T^^Prctendcr^s  acccffion.  One  Bedford  was  apprehend- 
ed, tried,  convidicd,  and  fcverely  puniftied,  as  the 
publiflier  of  this  treatife. 

^  XXXI.  While  England  was  haraffed  by  thefe 
intcftine  commotions,  the  Emperor,  rejedling  the 
torma  of  peace  propofed  by  France,  refolved  to  main- 
t:ain  die  war  at  his  own  expence,  with  the  affiftance 
of  the  Empire.  His  forces  on  the  Rhme  command- 
ed by  Prince  Eugene,  were  fo  much  outnumbered 
by  the  French  imder  Villars,  that  they  could  not 
prevent  the  enemy  from  reducing  the  two  important 
fortreflcs  af  Landau  and  Fribourg.  His  Imperial 
Majflfty  hoped  that  the  dbath  of  Queen  Anne,  or 
that. of  Louis  XIV.  would  produce  an  alteration  in 
Europe  that  might  be  favourable  to  his  intereft ;  and 
ke  depended  upon  the  condu6l  and  fortune  of  Prince 
Eugene  for  foihe Mucky  event  in. war.  But  finding 
himfelf  difappointed  in  all  thefe  eXpeAations,  and 
abfolutely  unable  to  fupport  the  expence  of  another 
campaign,  he  hearkened  to  overtures  of  peace  that 
were  made  by  the  Electors  of  Cologne  and  Palarine ; 
and  conferences  were  opened  at  the  caftlc  of  Al- 
Raftadt,  between  Prince  Eugene  and  Marefchal  de 
Villars,  on  the  t^^'enty.fixth  day  of  November.  In 
the  beginning  of  February  thele  minifters  feparated, 
without  fceming  to  have  come  to  any  conclufion : 
but  all  the  articles  being  fettled  between  the  two 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles;  they  met  again  the 
latter  end  of  the  month :  the  treaty  was  figned  on 
the  third  day  of  March  ;  and  orders  were  fent  to  the 
Governors  and  ■  Commanders  on  both  fides  to  deiift 
from  all  hoftilities.  By  this  treaty,  the  French 
King  yielded  to  the  Emperor  Old  Briflac,  with  all 
its  dependencies,  Fribourg,  the  forts  in  the  Brifgau 
and  Black  Foreft,  together  with  Fort  KheL  He 
engaged  to  demolilh  die  fortifications  oppofite  to 
Huningen,  the  fort,  of  Sellingen,  and  all  between 
' .  that 
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that  and  Fort  JLouis..  .  T^he  town  and  fortrefa  'ofcHAP^ 
Landau  were  cede(i  to  the  King  of  France,  who  ac-^^J;;j^ 
knowledged  the  Ele^^or  of  Hanoverr.    The  Eledors     ,7x3. 
of  Bavaria  and  Cologne  were  reftored  to  aU_their 
dignities   and  dominions.     The  Emperor  was  put 
in  immediate  ppfieflion  of  the  Spanilh  Netherlands ; 
and  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  permitted  to  retain  the 
high  quarters  of  Guelders.     Finally,  the  contrailing 
parties  agreed  that  a  congrefs  (hould  be  opened  on 
the  Firft  of  May,  at.Badea  in  Smtzerland,  for  terr 
minating  all  differences ; ,  and  Prince  Eugene  a^^J 
Marefchal  de  Villars  were  appointed  their  firft  Ple-i 
nipotentiarics. 

§  XXXIT.  The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  be-  . 
tween  Great-Britain  and  Spain  being  exchanged} 
the  peace  was  proclaimed  on  the  firft  day  of  March,- 
in  London ;  and  the  articles  were  not  difagreeatjle 
to  the  Englifh  nation.  The  kingdoms  of  France 
and  Spain  were  feparated  for  ever.  Phihp  acknow- 
ledged the  Proteflant  fucceflion,  and  renounced  the 
Pretender.  He  agreed  to  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce  concluded,  in  the  year  ono 
thoufand  fix  hlmdred  and  fixty-feyen.  He  granted 
an  exclufive  privilege  to  the  Englifh  for  furnifhing 
the  Spanifti  Weft-Indies  with  negroes,  according  to 
the  allien  to  contract.*  He  ceded  Gibraltar  to  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  the  iflaiid  of  Minorca,  on  condition 
that  the  Spanifh  inhabitants  Ihould  enjoy  their  eftates 
and  religi9n.  He  obliged  himfelf  to  grant  a  full 
pardon  to  the  Catalonians,  with  the  pofleflion  of  all 
their  eftates,  honours,  and  privileges,  and  to  yield 
the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  The 
new  ParUament  was  opened  by  commiffion  in  Fe- 
bruary, and  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  was  chofen  Speaker 

•  The  nfHfnto  contra^  ftipulated  that  from  the  firft  day  ;of  Ma/f 
1715,  10  the  iirft  of  May,  174.3,  the  Company  fhould  tranfpoit  into 
the  Weft-Iodiesi  one  hundred  Iprty  four  thoufand  negroes,  at  therat# 
of  four  thoufand  eikht  hundred  iicgioes  a  year;  and  pay  for  each 
negro  tbiry^three  pie(res  of  tight  ^nd  oae  third,  in  fui]  for  all  royal 

T  2  of 


27.8  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOOK  Mr.  Walpole  :-  and  attacked  by  Sir  William  Wynd- 
^^^^^V^^hanij  Mr.  Foley,  and  the  Attorney-General.  What- 
V  1713.  ever  could  be  urged  in  his  favour  was  but  little 
^  regarded  by  the  majority,  which  voted,  that  two 
pamphlets,  intituled,  "  The  Englifhman,*'  and  "  The 
Crifis/'  written  by  Richard  Steele,  Efquire,  were 
ffcandalpus  and  feditious  libels ;  and  that  he  fliould 
be  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
'^ '  ^  XXXV.  The  Lords,  taking  into  confideration 
the  ftate  of.  the  nation,  rcfolved  upon  addrefles  to 
the .  Queeq,  defiring  they  might  know  what  fteps 
had  been  taken  for  removing  the  Pretender  from  the 
dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  :  that  ftie  would 
impart  to  them  a  detail  of  the  negociations  for  peace, 
a  recital  of  the  inftances  which  had  been  made  in 
favour  of  the  Catalans,  and  an  account  of  the 
monies  granted  by  Parliament  fince  the  year  one 
thoufahd  feven  hundred  and  ten,  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  They  afterwards  agreed 
,  to  other  addrefles,  befeechine  her  Majefty  to  lay 
before  them  the  debts'  and  ftate  of  the  navy,  the 
particular  writs  of  Noli  Profequi  granted  fince  her 
acccflion  to  the  throne ;  and.  a  lift  of  fuch  perfons 
as,  notwithftanding  fentence  of  outlawry  or  attainder, 
had  obtained  licences  to  return  into  Great-Britain, 
or  other  of  her  Majefty's  dominions,  fince  the  Re- 
-^olution.  Having  voted  an  application  to  the  Queen 
in  behalf  of  the  diftrelfed  Catalans,  the  Home  ad- 
journed itfelf  to  the  laft  day  of  March.  As  the 
minds  of  men  had  been  artfully  irritated  by  falfe 
reports  of  a  defign  undertaken  by  France  in  behalf 
fif  the  Pretender,  the  Ambaflador  of  that  Crown  at 
the  Hague,  difowned  it  in  a  pubUck  paper,  by 
command  of  his  moft  .Chriflian  Majeliy.  The 
fufpicions  of  many  people,  however,  had  been  too 
deeply  planted  by  the  arts  and  infinuations  of  the 
Whig  leaders,  to  be  eradicated  by  this  or  any  otlicr 
declaration ;  and  what  fervcd  to  rivet  their  appre- 
henflons,  was  a  total  removal  of  the  Whigs  from  all 
6  tlic 
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the  employments^    civil  and  military,  wbich  they  oh  a  F. 
had   hitherto  retained.     Thefe  were  now  heft  owed     ^• 
upon  profeflcd  Tories,  fome  of  whom  were  attached  ^"^^j]|[^ 
at  bottom  to  the  fuppofed  heir  of  blood.     At  a  time 
when  the  Queen's  views  were  malicioufly  mifrepre- 
fented  :  when  the  wheels  of  her  government  were 
adhially  impeded,  and  her  fervants  threatened  with 
profcription  by  a  powerful,  turbulent,  and  implacar 
ble  faaion  ;  no  wonder  that  (he  difcharged  the  par-Boyer. 
tifans  of  that  fa6lion  from  her  fervice,    and   filled  p"Jj|J^y 
their  places  with  thofe  who  were  diftinguiflied  by  a-Toicy/ 
warm  affection  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  and  by  a^° J' "?***■• 
fubmiifive  refpedl  for  the  regal  authority.    Thofe   ®^**'*' 
were  fteps  which  her  own  fagacity  muft  have  fug- 
gelled ;    and  which  her  minifters  .would    naturally. 
advife,  as  neceflary  for  their  own  prefervation.     The 
Whigs  were  all  in  commotion,  cither  apprehending 
or  itfedting  to  apprehend,  that  a  defign  was  formed 
to  fecure  the  Pretender's  fucceffion  to  the  throne  of 
Great-Britain.      Their  chiefs  held  fccret  confulta-  An.  1714. 
tions  with  Baron  Schutz,  the  refident  firom  Hano- 
ver.    They  communicated  their  obfervationa  to  the 
Ele<&or :  they  received  his  inftruiftibns  :  they  main- 
tained a  correfpondence  mth  the  Duke  of  Marlbo'- 
rough  ;  and  tney  concerted  mcafures  for  oppofing 
all  efforts  that  might  be  made  againft  the  Proteftant 
lucceilion  upon  the    death  of  the  Queen,,    whofe 
health  was  by  this  time  io  much  impaired,  that  every 
week  was  believed  to  be  the  laft  of  her  life.     This 
conduct  of  the  Whigs  was  refolute,    adlive,    and 
would  have  been  laudable,  had  their  zeal  been  con- 
fined within  the  bounds  of  tmth  and  moderation : 
but  they,  moreover,  employed  all  their  arts  to  ex- 
cite and  encourage  the  fears  and  jealouiies  of  the 
people. 

^  XXXVI.  The  Houfe  of  Peers  refounded  with 
debates  upon  the  Catalans,  the  Pretender,  and  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  Proteftant  fucceffion. 
With  rcfpefl:  to  the  Catalonians^  th^y.  reprcfented> 

that 
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BOO  Kthat  Gfeat-Britain  had  prevailed  upon  them  to  de- 
j^^J^^^clare  for*  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  with  promife  of 
««♦•  fupport ;  arid  that  thefe  engagements  ought  to  have 
been  made  good.  Lord  Bolingbroke  declared,  that 
the  Queen  had  ufed  all  her  endeavours  in  their  be- 
half :  and  that  the  engagements  with  them  fub- 
fifted  no  longer  than  King  Charles  refided  in  Spain. 
They  agreed,  however,  to  an  addrefs,  acknowledg- 
ing her  Majefty*s  endeavours  in  favour  of  the  Ca- 
talans, and  requeuing  fhe  would .  continue  her  in- 
terpofition  in  their  behalf.  With  refpedl  to  the  Pre- 
tender^ the  Whig  Lords  exprefled  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
perfecution  and  rancorous  hate,  as  would  have  dif- 
graced  the  members  of  any,  even  the  loweft  aflem- 
bly  of  Chriftians.  Not  contented  with  hunting 
him  from  one  country  to  another,  they  feemed 
cj^erly  bent  upon  extirpating  him  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  as  if  they  had  thought  it  was  a  crime  in 
him  to  be  bom.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland  declared, 
from  the  information  of  the  minifter  of  Lorraine, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  application  of  both  Houfes 
to  her  Majefty,  during  the  laft  feffion,  concerning 
the  Pretender's  ^being  removed  from  Lorraine,  no 
inftandes  had  yet  been  made  to  the  Duke  for  that 
purpofe.  Lord  Bolingbroke  affirmed  that  he  himfelf 
had  made  thofe  inflances,  in  the  Queen's  name,  to 
that  very  minifter  before  his  departure  from  Eng- 
land. The  Earl  of  Wharton  propofed  a  queftion ; 
^*  Whether  the  Proteftant  fucceffion  was  in  danger 
^'  under  the  prefent  adminiftration  ?"  A  warm  de- 
bate enfued,  in  which  the  Archbiftiop  of  York  and 
the  Earl  of  Anglefey  joined  in  the  oppofition  to  th^ 
miniftry.  The  Earl  pretended  to  be  convinced  and 
converted  by  the  arguments  ufed  in  the  courfeof  the 
debate.  He  owned  he  had  given  his  aflent  to  the 
ceflation  of  arms,  for  which  he  took  fhame  to  him- 
felf,  afking  pardon  of  Gop,  his  country,  and  his 
ponfcience.  He  affirmed,  that  the  honour  of  his 
Sovereign,  and  thq  good  of  his  country^  were  the 

rules 
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rules  of  his  actions  ;  but  that,  without  refpe^l  of  c  hap. 
perfons,  ihould  he  find  himfelf  impofed  upon,  hc^?^Jt^ 
durft  purfue  an  evil  nunifter  from  the  Queerfs  clo-  ^^14. 
fet  to  the  Tower,  and  from  the  Tower  to  trie  Scaffold. 
This  converfion,  however,  was  much  more  owing 
to  a  full  perfuafion,  that  a  miniflry  divided  againlt 
itfclf  could  not  long  fubfift,  and  that  the  Proteftant 
fucceflion  was  firmly  fecurcd.  He  therefore  refolved 
to  make  a  merit  of  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the 
interefb  of  a  tottering  adminifl:ration,  in  whofe  ruin 
he  might  be  involved.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  charged 
the  minifters  with  pial-adminiftrarion,  both  witj^a 
thofe  walls  and  without :  he  offered,  to  prove  that 
the  Lord-Treafurer  had  yearly  remitted  a  fum  of 
money  to  the  Highland  clans  of  Scotland,  who  were 
known  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  Pretender. 
He  affirmed  that  the  new-modelling  of  the  army, 
the  pra6tice  of  diibanding  fome  regiments  out  of 
their  turn,  and  removing  a  great  number  of  officers, 
on  account  of  their  affedlion  to  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver, were  clear  indications  of  the  minifbry's  defigns : 
that  it  was  a  difgrace  to  the  nation  to  fee  men  who 
had  never  looked  an  enemy  in  the  face,  advanced  to 
the  pofts  of  feveral  brave  officers,  who,  after  they 
had  often  expofed  their  Uves  for  their  country,  were 
now  flarving  in  prifon  for  debt,  on  account  of  their 
pay  being  detained.  The  Treafurer,  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  breail,  faid,  he  had,  on  fo  many  occafions 
given  fuch  fignal  proofs  of  affeftion  to  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion,  that  he  was  fure  no  member 
of  that  auguft  aflembly  did  call  it  in  queftion.  He 
owned  he  had  remitted,  for  two  or  three  years  paft, 
between  three  and  four  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Highland  clans  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  clear  his  condudl  in  that 
particular  :  witn  refpedl  to  the  reformed  officers,  he 
declared  he  had  given  orders  for  their  being  imme- 
diately paid.  The  Proteftant  fucceffion  was  voted 
out  of  danger,  by  a  fmall  majority* 
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BOO  Kthat  ihe  fignificd  her  difapprobation  of  fuch  a  ftep 
^^^\^in  a  letter  to  the  Princefs  Sophia.  She  obferved, 
,714.  that  fuch  a  method  of  proceeding  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  fucceffion  itfelf,  which  was  not  fecure 
any  other  way,  than  as  the  Prince  who  was  in  a6hial 
polieflion  of  the  throne  maintained  her  authority  and 
prerogative  :  Ihe  faid  a  great  many  people  in  Eng- 
land were  feditioufly  difpofed ;  fo  Ihe  left  her  High- 
nefs  to  judge  what  tumults  they  might  be  able  to 
raife,  fhould  they  have  a  pretext  to  begin  a  commo- 
tion ;  (he,  therefore,  perfuaded  herfelf  that  her  aunt 
would  not  confent  to  any  thing  which  might  difturb 
the  repofe  of  her  and  her  fubjefts.  At  the  fame 
time  fhe  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Electoral  Prince,  com- 
plaining that  he  had  formed  fuch  a  refolution,  with- 
out firft  knowing  her  fentiments  on  the  fubje<?l ;  and 
telling  him  plainly,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  her  dominions,  to 
the  right  of  fucceffion  in  the  Hanoverian  line,  or 
more  difagreeable  to  her,  than  fuch  condu6l  at  this 
jundlure.  A  third  letter  was  written  to  the  Ele<5tor, 
his  father  ;  and  the  Treafurer  took  this  opportunity 
to  afllire  that  Prince  of  his  inviolable  attachment  to 
the  family  of  Hanover. 

.^  XXXIX.  The  Whig  Lords  were  diflatisfied 
with  the  Queen's  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  concerniiig 
the  Pretender  ;  and  they  moved  for  another  addrefs 
on  the  fame  fubjedl,  which  was  refolved  upou,  but 
never  prefented.  They  took  into  confideration  the 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce,  to  which  many  ex- 
ceptions were  taken  ;  and  much  farcafm  was  ex-. 
pended  on  both  lides  of  the  difpute  :  but  at  length 
the  majority  carried  the  queflion  in  favour  of  an 
addrefs,  acknowledging  her  Maje(ly*s  goodnefs  in 
delivering  them,  by  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  advan- 
tageous peace  with  France,  from  the  burthen  of  a 
confuming  land  war,  unequally  carried  on,  and  be- 
come at  laft  impracticable.  The  Honfe  of  Com- 
mons concurred  in  this  addrefs^  after  having  voted 
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that  the  Proteftant  fucceffion  was  out  of  danger  :  c  H  A  P. 
but  thefe  refolutions  were  not  taken  without  violent      xi. 
oppofition,  in  which  General  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lech-^'^^^^'J^ 
mete,  and  Mr.  Walpole,  chiefly  diflinguifhed  them- 
felves.     The  letters  which  the  Queen  had  written  to 
the  Eledoral  Houfe  of  Hanover  were  printed  anij 
pablifhed  in  England,  with  a  view  to  inform  the 
friends  of  that  family  of  the  reafons  which  prevented 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  from  executing  his  defign 
of  refiding  in  Great-Britain.     The  Queen  confidered 
this  ftep  as  a  perfonal  infult,  as  well  as  an  attempt 
to  prejudice  her  in  the  opinion  of  her  fubjedfcs :  ihe 
therefore  ordered  the  publifher  to  be  taken  into  cuf- 
tody.     At  this  period  the  Princefs  Sophia  died,  ia 
the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age ;  and  her  death  W4JS* 
intimated  to  the  Queen  by    Baron  Bothmar,  who* 
arrived  in  England  with  the  character  of  Envoy- 
Extraordinary  from  the  Eledor  of  Hanover,    Thisr         , 
Princefs  was  the  fourth  and  youngeft   daughter  o( 
Frederick,  Eledor  Palatine,  King  of  Bohemia,  and 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  King  James  I.  of  England^ 
She  enjoyed  from  nature  an  excellent  capacity,  which 
was  finely  cultivated  ;  and  was  in  all  refpecSts  one  of 
the  moft  accompliihed  Princefles  of  the  age  in  which 
fhe  hved.     At  her  death  the  Court  of  England  ap- 
peared in  mourning;  and  the  Ele6lor  of  Brunfwiclc 
was  prayed  for  by  name  in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church- 
of  England.     On  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wyndham  made  a  motion  for  a  bill  to  prevent 
the  growth  of  fchifm,  and  for  the  further  fecurity  of 
the  Church  of  England,  as  by  law  eftabUfhed.     Th^ 
defign  of  it  was  to  prohabit  Diflfcnters  from  teaching 
in  fchools  and  academies.     It  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared,   and    eagerly    oppofed  in  each  Houfe  as  a 
Ipecies  of  oerfecution.      Neverthelefs,  it  made  its 
way  througn  both,  and  receved  the  Royal  aflent : 
but  the  Queen  dying  before  it  took  place,  this  law 
was  rendered  ineffe<auaL 
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BOOK  §  XL*  Her  Majefty's  conftitution  was  now  quite 
I-  broken  :  one  fit  of  ficknefs  fucceeded  another :  what 
'  completed  the  ruin  of  her  health  was  the  anxiety  of 
her  mind,  occafioned  partly  by  the  difeontents  which 
had  been  raifed  and  fomented  by  the  enemies  of  her 
government ;  and  partly  by  the  diflerilions  among 
her  minifters,  which  were  now  become  intolerable. 
The  council-chamber  was  turned  into  a  fcene  of 
obftinate  difpute  and  bitter  altercation.  Even  in  the 
Queen's  prefetice  the  Treafurer  and  Secretary  did 
not  abttain  from  mutual  obloquy  and  reproach. 
Oxford  advifed  moderate  meafurfes^  and  is  faid  to 
have  made  advances  towards  a  reconciliation  with 
the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party.  As  he  forefaw  it 
would  foon  be  their  turn  to  domineer,  fuch  precau- 
tions were  neceflary  for  his  own  fafety.  Bolingbroke 
affe6ted  to  fet  the  Whigs  at  defiance  :  he  profefled  a 
warm  zeal  for  the  Church  :  he  foothed  the  Queen's 
kicKnations  with  the  moft  affiduous  attention.  He 
and  his  coadjutrix  infinuated,  that  the  Treafurer  was 
biafled  in  favour  of  the  Diflenters,  and  even  that  he 
adted  as  a  fpy  for  the  Houfe  of  Hanover.  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  difputies  and  commotions  the  Jaco- 
bites' were  not  idle.  They  flattered  themfelves  that 
the  Queen  in  fecret  favoiu^ed  the  pretenfions  of  her 
brother;  and  they  depended  upon  Bolingbroke's 
attachment  to  the  fame  intereft.  They  believed  the 
fatnc  fentiments  were  cherifhed  by  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral. They  held  private  allemblies  both  in  Great- 
Britaih  and  in  Ireland.  They  concerted  meafurcs 
for  turning  the  diflenfions  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
advantage  of  their  caufe.  They  even  proceeded  fo 
far  as  to  inlifl  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  Pretender. 
Some  of  thefe  pra<5tices  were  difcovered  by  the  Earl 
of  Wharton,  who  did  not  fail  to  found  the  alarm. 
A  proclamation  was  immediately  publifhed,  pro- 
miiing  a  reward  of  five.thoufand  pounds  for  appre- 
hending the  Pretender,  whenever  he  fhould  land  or 
attempt  to  land  -  in  Great-Britain.     The  Commons 
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Toted  an  addfefs  of  tl^anks  for  the  proclamatidn  ;  c  H  a  p* 
and  aflured  her  Majefty,  that  they  would  cheerfully     ^^• 
aid  and  aflift  her,  by  granting  the  lum  of  an  hundred  ^""^^^J]^ 
thoufend  pounds,  as  a  further  reward  to  any  who 
fhould  perform  fo  great  a  feryice  to  her  Majefty  and 
her  kingdoms.      The  Lords  likewife  presented  an^ 
addrefs  on  the  fame  fubje6l.     Lord  Bolingbroke  pro- 
poled  a  bill,  decreeing  the  penalties  of  high  treafon 
againil  thofe  who  fhoiild  hft  or  be  inlifted  in  the  Pre- 
tender's fervice.     The  motion  was  approved,  and  the 
penalty  extended  ta  all  thofe  who  fhould  lift  or  be 
mlifled  in  the  fervice  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State, 
without  a  licence  under  the  fign  manual  of  her  Ma- 
jefty, her  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs, 

§  XLL     On  the  fecond  day  of  July,  the  Lords 
took  into  confideration  the  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Spain  ;  and  a  great  number  of  merchants  being  exa- 
mined at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  declared  that  unleft' 
the  explanation  of  the  third,  fifth,  and  eighth  ar- 
ticles,   as    made    at    Madrid   after  the   treaty  was 
figned,  were  refcinded,  they  could  not  carry  on  their- 
cotrinrierce  without  lofing  five-and  twenty  per  cent. 
After  a  long  debate,  the  Houfe  refolved  to  addrefs 
the  Qaeen  for  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  negocia- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain,  with  the 
names  of  the  perfbns  who  advifed  her  Majefty  to* 
that  treaty.    To  this  addrefs  fhe  replied,  that  un- 
derflanding  the  three  explanatory  articles  of  the  ti'eaty 
were  not  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  her  fubjeds, 
flie  had  confented  to  their  being  ratified  with  the 
treaty.     The  Earl  of  Wharton  reprefented,  that  if 
fo  little  regard  .was  ftiewn  to  the  addreflTes  of  that 
auguft  aflembly  to  the  Sovereign,  they  had  no  bufi- 
nefs  in  that  Houie.     He  moved  for  a  remonftrance, 
to  lay  before  her  Majefty  the  infuperable  difficultie* 
that  attended  the  Spanifti  trade  on  the  footing  of  the 
late  treaty  ;  and   the  Houfe  agreed  to  his  motion. 
Anotlier  member  moved,"  that  the  Houfe  (hould  in- 
lift  on  her  Majefty's  naming  the  perfon  who  advifed 
-   *^' '  '  her 
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BOO  K^^r  to  ratify  the  three  exptaiutory  articles.    This 
I.      was  a  blow  aimed  at  Arthur  Moore,  a  member  of 

^^-^'">^'^**^the  Lower  Houfe,  whom  Lord  Bolingbroke  had 
"'*■  confulted  on  the  fubje6l  of  the  treaty*  He  was 
fcreened  by  the  majority  in  Parliament ;  but  a  gene- 
ral court  of  the  South-Sea  Company  refolved,  upon 
a  complaint  exhibited  by  Captain  Johnfon,  that  Ar- 
thur Moore,  while  a  director,  was  privy  to  and  en- 
couraged the  defign  of  c^wrying  on  a  clandeftine 
trade,  to  the  prejudice,  of  the  corporation,  contrary 
to  his  oath,  and  in  breach  of  the  trull  repofed  in 
him :  that,  therefore,  he  fhould  be  declared  inca- 
pable of  being  a  Director  of,  or  having  any  eniploy- 
ment  in,  this  Company.  The  Queen  had  relerved 
to  herfelf  the  quarter-part  of  the  affiento  contrad, 
which  fhe  now  gave  up  to  the  Company,  and  re- 
ceived .the  thanks  of  the  Upper  Houfe  :  but  flie 
would  not  difcover  the  names  of  thofe  who  advifed 
her  to  ratify  the  explanatory  articles.  On  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  fhe  thought  proper  to  put  an  end  to 
the  feflion,  with  a  fpeech  on  the  ufual  fubjedls. 
After  having  aflured  them,  that  her  chief  concern 
was  to  preferve  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  liberty 
of  her  fubjeds,  and  to  fecure  the  tranquiUity  of  her 
kingdoms,  fhe  concluded  in  thefe  words :  "  But  I 
"  mufl  tell  you  plainly,  that  *thefe  defirable  ends 
^^  can  never  be  obtained,  unlefs  you  bring  the  fame 
*^  difpofitions  on  your  parts ;  unlefs  all  groundlefs 
*^  jealoufies,  which  create  and  foment  divilions  among 
"  you,  be  laid  afide  ;  and  unlefs  you  fhew  the  fame 
^  regard  for  my  juft  prerogative,  and  for  the  honour 
^^  of  my  government,  as  I  have  always  exprefled  for 
"  the  rights  of  my  people." 

^  XLIL  After  the  peace  had  thus  received  the 
fanclion  of  the  Parliament,  the  Miniflers,  being  no 
longer  reflrained  by  the  tie  of  common  danger,  gave 
a  loofe  to  their  mutual  animofity.  Oxford  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Queen,  containing  a  detail  of  the  pub- 
Uck  tranfadions :  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  endea- 
voured 


voijffed  to  juftify  his  own'conaii^,*  iftd  expofe  tfuJ  c  fi  A  Pi. 
turbulent  and  ambiti6u9  fpirit-  'of  his  rival.     On  the  ,_J^^La 
Other  hand,  Bolingbroke  charged  the  Treafurcr  with    ,7x4. 
having  invited  tlife'  Ddke  of  Marlborciugh  to  rttHTti 
from  his  voluntary  exile,  and  maintained  a  private 
correfpondence  with  the  Houfe  of  Hanover.    THie 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury   lifcewife  complained    of   his 
liaving  prefumed  to  fend  'orders  to  him  in  Irelaridi 
without  the  privity  of 'l^rTMajefty  and  the  council; 
In 'all  ^probability  his  greateft  crime  was  his  having 
given    umbrage  to  the   favourite.   Lady  Maftaitt. 
Certain  it  is,  on  the  twenty-fevehth  day  of  July,  a 
Vefy  acrimonious  dialogue  palled  between  that  lady, 
the  Chancellor,  and  Oxford,  in  thfe  Queen's  prefence. 
The  Treafurer  affirmed  he  had  been  wronged,  •  and' 
abufed  by  lies  and  mifreprefentations,  but  he  threat- 
ened vengeance,  declaring    he    would   leave   fome 
people. as  low  as  he  had  found  them  when  they  firft 
attradled  his  notice.    In  the  mean  time  he  was  re- 
moved   from  his   employment ;    and  Bolingbroke 
feemcd  to  triumph  in  the  vi6tory  he  had  ob^ined. 
He  laid  his  account  with  being  admitted  as  chief 
miirifter  into  the  adminiftrarion  of  affairs ;  and  is 
faid  to  have  formed  a  defign  of  a  coahdon   with 
the   Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  at  this  very  time 
embarked  at  Oftend  for  England,  Probably,  Oxford 
had  tned  to  play  the  fame  game,  but  met  with  a 
repulfc  from  the  Duke,  on  account  of  the  implacable 
refcntment  which  the  Duchefs  had  conceived  againft 
that  minifter, 

^  XLIIL  Whatever  fchemes  might  have  been 
formed,  the  fall  of  the  Treafurer  was  fo  fudden,  that 
no  pUn  was  eftablifhed  for  fupplying  the  vacancy 
oc.cafioned  by  his  difgrace.  The  confufion  that  in- 
x:eilantly  enfu^d.at  Court,  and  the  fatigue  of  attend- 
ing a  long  cabinet-council  on  this  event,  had  fuch 
an  cfFedk  upon  the  Queen'^  fpirits  and  conftitutiort, 
that  file  declare?d  Ihe  fhould  not  outiive  it,  and  was 
imnrediately  feized  with  a  letteu^gick  diforder^    Not- 

-vown.  U  withftanding 
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BOO  Kwithftanding  all  the  medicines  which  the  phyficians 
^^V^  could  prefcribe,  the  diftemper  gained  ground  fo  fall, 
1714.  that  next  day,  which  was  tne  thirtieth  of  July,  diey 
defpaired  of  her  life.  Then  the  committee  of  tlic 
council  aflembled  at  the  Cockpit  adjourned  to  K^- 
iington.  The  Dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Argyle,  in- 
formed of  the  defperate  fituation  in^  which  flie  lay, 
xepaired  to  the  palace  ;  and,  without  being  fum- 
inoned,  entered  the  council-chamber.  The  mem- 
htts  were  furprized  at  their  appearance;  but  the 
Duke  of  Shrewfbury  thanked  them  for  their  readi- 
ixefe  to  give  their  affiftance  at  fuch  a  critical  junc* 
ture,  ^nd  defired  they  would  take  their  places.  iTie 
phyficians  having  declared  that  the  Queen  was  dill 
fenfible,  the  council  unanimoufly  agreed  to  recom- 
mend tlie  Duke  of  Shrewfbury  as  the  fitteft  perfon  to 
fill  the  place  of  Lord-Treafurer.  When  this  opinion 
was  intimated  to  the  Queen,  fhe  faid,  they  could 
not  have  recommended  a  perfon  fhe  liked  better 
than  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury.  She  delivered  to  him 
the  white  flafF,  bidding  him  ufe  it  for  the  good  of 
her  people.  He  would  have  returned  the  Lord- 
chamberlain's  flafF,  but  fhe  defired  he  would  keep 
them  both  :  fo  that  he  was  at  one  time  poflefled  of 
the  three  greateft  pofts  in  the  kingdom,  imder  the 
titles  of  Lord-treafurer,  Lord-cliamberlain,  and 
Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland.  No  nobleman  in  Eng- 
land better  defcrved  fuch  diftinguifhing  marks  of 
his  Sovereign's  favour.  He  was  modeft,  hberal, 
difinterefl:ed,  and  a  warm  friend  to  his  country* 
Bolingbroke's  ambition  was  defeated  by  the  vigour 
which  the  Dukes  of  Somerfet  and  Argyle  exerted 
en  this  pccafion.  They  propofed,  that  all  pri\y- 
counfellors  in  or  about  London  fhould  be  invited  to 
attend,  without  diftindlion  of  party.  The  motion 
was  approved  ;  and  Lord  Somers,  with  many  other 
Whig  members,  repaired  to  Kenfington.  The  coun- 
cil being  thus  reinforced,  began  to  provide  for  the 
fccurity  of  the  kingdom.    Orders  were  immediately 

difpatcheci 


ANNE.  rzgi 

dlfpatched  to  four  regiments  of  horfe  and  dragoons  c  hap, 
quartered  in  remote  counties^  to  march  up  to  ^^^^^^^l^ 
neighbourhood  of  London  and  Weftminften     Seven    ,7,4, 
of  the  ten  Britifli  battaUons  in  the  Netherlands  were 
(4ire(^ied  to  embark  at  Oftend  for  England^  with  all 
poiiible  expedition  :  an  embargo  was  laid  upon  all 
flnpping  ;  and  direfkions  given  for  equipping  all  the 
Ihips  of  war  that  could  be  fooneft  in  a  condition  for 
fervicc.     They  fcnt  a  letter  to  the  Ele<ftor  of  Bnint 
wick,  fignifying  that  the  phylicians  had  defpaired  of 
the   Queen's  life  ;  informing  him  of  the  meafurcs 
they  had  taken :  and  defiring  he  would,  with  all  conr 
vcnient  fpeed^  repair  to  Holland^  where  he  ihould 
be  attended  by  a  Britifli  fquadron,  to  convey  him  to 
England,  in  cafe  of  her  Majefty's  deceafe.     At  the 
fame  time  they  difpatched  >nilru6tions  to  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,   to  deiire  the   States-General   would  be 
ready  to  perform  the  guarantee  of  the  Proteftant  fuc*- 
ceiiion.    The  heralds  at  arms  were  kept  in  waidng 
with  a  troop  of  horfe^guards^  to  proclaim  the  new 
King  as  foon  as  the  throne  fliould  become  vacant. 
Precautions  were  taken  to  fecure  the  fea-ports ;   to 
over-awe  the  Jacobites  in  Scotland  ;  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  was  beftowed  upon  the  Earl  of 
Berkley. 

^  XLIV,  The  Queen  continued  to  doze  in  a 
Icthargick  infenfibHity,  with  very  fhort  intervals,  till 
the  firft  day  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  when  fhe 
expired,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  age,  and  in  the 
thirteenth  of  her  reign.  Anne  Stuart,  Oueen  of 
Great-Britain,  was  in  her  perfon  of  the  middle  fize, 
well  proportioned.  Her  hair  was  of  the  dark  brown 
colour,  her  complexion  ruddy ;  her  features  were 
regular,  her  countenance  was  rather  round  than 
oval,  and  her  afpedl  more  comely  than  majeftick. 
Her  voice  was  clear  and  melodious,  and  her  pre^ 
fence  engaging.  Her  capacity  was  naturally  good, 
but  not  much  cultivated  by  learning  ;  nor  did  ftie 
exhibit  any  marks  of  extraordinary  gehius,  or  ^er- 

u  2  fonal 
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Boo  Kfonal  ambitidn.     She  was  certainly  deficient  in  that 
'•      vigour  of  mind  by  which  a  Prince  ought  to  prefervc 

""'^[J'J^^^^his  independence,  and  avoid  the  fnares  and  fetters  of 
fycophants  and  fevourites :  but  whatever  her  weak- 
Jiefs  in  this  particular  might  have  been,  the  virtues 
.of  her  heart  were  never  called  in  queftion.  She  was 
a  pattern  of  conjugal  afFe6lion  and  fidelity,  a.  tender 
•mother,  a  warm  friend,  an  indulgent  miftrefs,  a  mu- 
nificent patron,  a  mild  and  merciful  prince,  during 
'.•whofe  reign  no  fubje<ft*s  blood  was  fhed  for  treafon. 
:She  was  zealoufly  attached  to  the  CHurch  of  England 
-ftotfi'  convidlion  rather  than  from  prepolTefiion,  un- 
-afFcdledly  pious,  juft,  charitable,  and  companionate. 
tShe  felt  a  mother's  fondnefs  for  her  people,  by 
whom  fhe  was  univerfally  beloved  with  a  warmth  of 
afFeiftion  which  even  the  prejudice  of  party  could 
Jidt  abate.  In  a  word,  if  fhe  was  not  tne  grcateft, 

I  fhe  was  certainly  one  of  the  befl  and  mofl  unble- 

mifhed  Sovereigns  that  ever  fat  upon  the  throne  of 
"England ;  and  well  deferved  the  expreflive,  though 
fimple  epithet  o^  "  The  good  Queen  Anne/* 
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CHAPTER   I. 

^  I.  SiaU  of  parties  in  Great  •  Britain.  &  IT.  JiT/Vj^ 
George  proclaimed,  §111.  Tie  Civil. lift  granted 
to  iis  myefiy  by  the.  Parliament.  §  IV.  The  Elec- 
toral Pance  created  Prince  of  IVales.  ^  V.  The 
King  arrives  in  England.  ^  Vl.  The  Tories  totally 
excnided  from  the^  Royal  favour.  %  VII.  Pretenders 
manif^o.^  \  VIIL  New  Parliament.  §  IX.  Suh- 
fiance. of  the  Kings  firflfbeech.  §  X.  Lord  Boling- 
broke  Withdraws  himfetf  to  France.  §  XL  Sir 
IVilltam  Wyndham  reprimanded  by  the  ^eaker. 
^  XII.  Committee  of  Secrejy.  ^  XIII.  Sir  John 
Norrisfent  with  a  fleet  to  the  Baltick.^  §  XIV.  Dif.  * 
content  of  the  nation,  ^  lSN..Report.of  the  Secret 
Committee.  §  XVI.  Refolutions  to  impeach  Lord 
Bolinghrokey  th^  Earl  of  Oxford j  the  Duk^of  Or- 
mond,  and  the  Eiafl  of  Strajfordj  .^  XVIL  The 
Earl  of  Oxford fent  to  the  Tower.  The  Proclama-- 
tion  a£l.  \  XVIII.  The  King  declares  to  both 
Hoiifesy  that  a  rebellion  is  begun.  §  XIX.  The  Duke  . 
of  Ormqnd  and  Lord  BoJinghroke  attaitited.  §  XX. . 
J?2trigues  of  the  Jacobites.  &XXI.  Death  of  Loui» 
XIV.     §  XXIL.   The  Earl  of  Mar  fets  up  the 

Pretender  s 
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Pretended s  Jiandard  in  Scotland.     ^  XXIII.  Divers 
.  members  of  the   Lower  Hotife   taken  into  cufiody. 
^    ,^        %  XXIV.  The  Pretender  troclaimed  in  the  North 
cf  England  hy  the  Earl  of  Deruoent^ater  and  Mr. 
Fqfier.     §  XXV,  Maciintojh  croffis  the  Frith  of 
Fdrth  into  Lothian^  and  joins  the  Englifh  infurgents. 
^  XXVI.   Who  are  attacked  at  Prejlony  arid  fur- 
render  at  difcretion.  §  XXVII.  Battle  at  Dtmhlain. 
^  XXVIII  •    The  Pretender  arrives  in   Scotland. 
^'XXIK.  He  retires  again  to  France.     §  XXX, 
\   Proceedings  of  the  Irifh  Parliament.  ^  XXXL  The 
Rebel  Lords    are    impeached^    and   plead  guilty. 
,■  ^  XXXII.  The  Earl  of  Derwentwater  and  Lord 
Kcnmuir  are  heheaded.     §  XXXIII.  Trials  of  Re-^ 
bels.     ^  XXXIV,  A^ifor  feptemiial  Parliaments, 
i^  XXXV.  Duke  of  Argyledifgraced.     §  XXXVI. 
Triple  alliance  between  Englatid^  France,  and  Hol- 
land.   ^  XXXVII.  Count  Gyllenbttrghy  the  Swedt/h 
MiTtiftef  in  London,  arrefied.     §  XXXVIIL  Ac-- 
count  of  the  Oxford  riot.     ^  XXXIX.  The  King 
demands  an  extraordinary  fnpply  of  the  Comniotis. 
f^  XL.  Divifion  in  the  miniflry.     %  XLI.  The  Com-' 
mons  pafs  the  South  Sea  ASty  the  hank  AB,  and  the 
General  fund  Aa.     %  XL\\.  Trial  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford.     As  of  Indemnity.     ^  XLllI.  Proceedings 
in  the  Convocation  with  regard  to   Dr.  Hoadley^ 
Pifiop  of  Bangor. 
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may  be   ncceflary  to  remind  the   reader 
_  "  the  ftate  of  party  at  this  important  Junc- 

"17T4.  :ture.  Tl>e  Jacobites  had  been  fed  with  }iopes  of 
.feeing  tb?  fucceffion  altered  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 
Thefe  hopes  h?  had  conveyed  to  theni  in  a  diftant, 
undeterminate,  and  myfterious  manner,  without  any 
other  yiew  than  that  of  preventing  them  from  taking 
violent  mcafures  to  embarrafs  his  adminifiration. 
At.  lieaft,'  if  he  a£hially  entertained  at  one  time  any 
■other  defign,  he  had,  long  before  his  difgrace,  laid 
;itydiollyafide,  probably  -  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
:  the 
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the  danger  with  which  it  muft  have  been  attended,  c  hap. 
and  feemed  bent  upon  making  a  merit  of  his  zcsl 
for  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  :  but  his  coriduft  was  fo^ 
equivocal  and  unfteady,  that  he  ruined  himfelf  in 
the  opinion  of  one  pyty,  without  acquiring  the  con- 
fidence of  the  other.  The  friends  of  the  Pretender 
derived  firefh  hopes  from  the  miniftry  ofBoling- 
broke.  Though  he  had  never  explained  himfelf  on 
this  fubjeft,  he  was  fuppofed  to  favour  the  Heir  of 
Blood,  and  known  to  be  an  implacable  enemy  to 
the  Whigs,  who  were  the  mod  zealous  advocates  fop 
the  Proteftant  fucceffion.  The  Jacobites  promifed  * 
themfelves  much  from  his  affedion,  but  more  from 
his  refentment :  and  they  believed  the  majority  of 
the  Tories  would  join  them  on  the  fame  maxims. 
AU  Bolingbroke's  fchemes  of  power  were  defeated 
by  the  promotion  of  the  Duke  of  Shrewlbury  to  the 
office  of  Treafurer  ;  and  all  his  hopes  blafted  by  the 
death  of  the  Queen,  on  whofc  perfonal  favour  he 
depended.  The  refolute  behaviour  of  the  Dukes  of 
Somerfet  and  Argyle,  together  with  the  dibgence 
and  activity  of  a  council  m  which  the  Whig  intereft 
had  gained  the  afcendancy,  completed  the  confuiion 
of  the  Tories,  who  found  themfelves  without  a  head, 
divided,  diftraded,  and  irrcfolute.  Upon  recoU 
leiSlion,  they  faw  nothing  fo  eligible  as  filence,  and 
fubmiflion  to  thofe  meafures  which  they  could  not ' 
oppofe  with  any  profpe6l  of  fuccefs.  They  had  no ' 
other  objedlion  to  the  fucceflion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  but  the  fear*  of  feeing  the  Whig  fa6lion 
once  more  predominant :  yet  they  were  not  without 
hope  that  their  new  Sovereign,  who  was  reputed  a^ 
Prmce  of  fagacity  and  experience,  would  cultivate 
and  conciliate  the  afFedtion  of  the  Tories,  who  were 
the  landholders  and  proprietors  of  the  kingdom^ 
rather  than  declare  himfelf  the  head  of  a  ^6tion 
which  leaned  for  fupport  on  thofe  who  were  enemies 
to  the  Church  and  Monarchy^  on  the  Bank  and  the 
moiu?4-intOF9fl^  laifed  upon  vdxvcy,  and  maintidned 

by 
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B  o  OKby  corruption.  -  In  a  word^  the  Whigs  were  e]ate4 
^^'      a^id  overbearing  ;  the  Tories  abafhed  and  humble,; 

^^^'jyj^T^^the  Jacobites  eager,  impatient,  and  alarmed  at  a 
juncture  which,  with  refped  to  them,  was  truly 
critical. 

§  li.  The  Queen  had  no  foonef  refigncd  her  laft 
breath  than  the  privy- council  met,  and  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the 
Hanoverian  Refident,  Kreyenburgh,  produced  the 
three  inftruments  in  which  the  Eledlor  of  Bruhfwick 
h^d  nominated  the  perfons  *  to  be  added  as  Lords 
Juilices  to  the  feven  great  officers  of  the  realm. 
Orders  wer«  immediately  ifllied .  for  proclaiming 
King  George,  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
The  Regency  appointed  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  to  carry 
to  Hanover  the  intimation  of  his  Majefty's  acceffion, 
and  attend  him  in  his  journey  to  England.  They 
fent  the  general  officers  in  whom  they  could  confidic 
to  their  refpe^live  pofts  :  they  reinforced  the  garrifon  . 
of  Portfmouth :  they  appointed  Mr.  Addifon  their 
fecretary ;  while  Bolingbroke  was  obl^ed  to  Hand  at 
the  door  of  the  council-chamber  with  his  bag  and 
papers,  and  underwent  every  fpecies  of  mortification. 
On  the  whole,  King  George  afcended  the  throne  of 
(jrcat-Britain  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  with- 
out the  leaft  oppofition,  tumult,  or  fign  of  popular 
dlfcontent :  and*  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the  nation 
was  npw  fully  perfuaded  that  no  defign  had  ever. 
be?n  concerted  by  Queen  Anne  and  her  tmniftry  in 
favour. of  the  Pretender.  The  Maypr  of  Oxibrd 
received,  a.  .letter,  requiring  him  to  proclaim  the 
Pretender.  ;  Thi^  being  communicated  te  the. Vice* 
Chju^ccll9rjj,  a  C9py  of  it  was  immediately  trjmfnptr: 
ted  to  Mr.  Secretary;  Bromley,  member  of  Parlia- 
rnent;.far  the  Univerfity;  and  the  Vicc-Chancellor 

•  Tbcfc  were  the  Dukes  of  Shrcw(bury,  Somerfet,  Bolton,  Devon- 
fliire,  Krtir,  Argyll,  Montrofe  and  Roxburgh— the  E"ai  Is  of  Pomfrcr, 
A«(^eief >.Orli(le«  Notliigbatii^  Ahinj>p(ii>n;  S^Jniiorou^h,  and  Orford 
•jt^oni  VUfcottnt'TownlheBd^  and  Lords  Hallifax  aod  Gamrper. 

-  J  offered 
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offered  a  reward  of  one  hundred  p9unds  to  any  perfon  chap. 
who  fliould  difcover  the  author.     It  was  either  the      ^^• 
produ^ion  of  fotne  lunatick,  or  a  weak  contrivance    xyif. 
to  fix  an  odium  on  that  venerable  body. 

^  III.  The  Parliament  having  aflcmbled,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  a6t  which  regulated  the  fucceffion,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  fifth  day  of  Auguft,  made 
a  fpecch  to  both  Houfes  in  the  name  of  the  Re- 
gency, He  told  them,  that  the  Privy-council  ap- 
pointed by  the  Eledtor  of  Brunfwick  had  proclaimed 
that  Prince  under  the  name  of  King  George,  as  the 
lawful  and  rightful  Sovereign  of  thefe  kingdoms ; 
and  that  they  had  taken  the  necefiary  care  to  main- 
tain the  publick  peace.  He  obferved,  that  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  publick  revenue  were  expired  by  the 
demifc  of  her  late  Majefty ;  and  recommended  to 
the  Commons  the  making  fuch  provifion,  in  that 
reljiedl,  as  might  be  requifite  to  fupport  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Crown.  He  likewife  expreffed 
his  hope,  that  they  would  not  be  wanting  in  any 
thing  mat  might  conduce  to  the  eftablifhing  and  ad- 
vancing  of  the  publick  credit.  Both  Houfes  imme- 
diately agreed  to  addrefles,  containing  the  warmed 
expreffions  of  duty  and  afFeAion  tp  their  new  Sove- 
reign, who  did  not  fail  to  return  fuch  anfwers  as 
were  very  agreeable  to  the  ParUament  of  Great- 
Britain.  In  the  mean  time  the  Lower  Houfe  pre- 
pared and  pafled  a  bill>  granting  to  his  M^efty  the 
fame  civil-lift  which  the  Queen  had  enjoyed  ;  with 
additional  claufes  for  the  payment  .of  arrears  due  to 
the  troops  of  Hanover,  which  had  been  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Great-Britain ;  and  for  a  reward  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  the  Treafury 
to  any  perfon  who  (hould  apprehend  the  Pretender 
in  landing,  or  attempting  to  land,  in  any  part  of 
the  Britifti  dominions,  Mr.  Craggs,  who  had  been 
difpatchedto  Hanover  before  the  Queen  died,  re- 
turning on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Auguft,  with  letters 
from  the  King  to  the  Regency,  they  went  to  the . 
3  Houfe 
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Boo  KHoufe  of  Peers :    then  the  Chancellor  in  another 
II-     fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  intimated  his  Majefty*s  great 

^^^J^^|^]^^fatisfa6lion  in  the  loyalty  and  aftedlion  which  his 
people  had  univerfally  cxprefled  at  his  acceffion. 
Other  aijdrefles  were  voted  on  this  occafion.  The 
Commons  finifhed  the  bill  for  the  civil-lift,  and  one 
for  making  fome  alterations  in  an  a6l  for  a  ftate-lot- 
tery,  which  received  the  Royal  aflent  from  the  Lords- 
Juftices.     Then  the  Parliament  was  prorogued. 

§  IV.  Mr.  Prior  having  notified  the  Queen's 
death  to  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  Louis  declared  that 
lie  would  inviolably  maintain  the  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  at  Utrecht,  particularly  with  relation  to 
the  fettlement  of  the  Britifli  Crown  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover.  The  Earl  of  Strafford  having  iignified 
the  fame  event  to  the  States  of  Holland,  and  the 
Refident  of  Hanover  having  prefented  them  with  a 
letter,  in  which  his  Mafter  claimed  the  performance 
of  their  guarantee,  they  refolved  to  perform  their 
engagements,  and  congratulated  his  Ele6toral  High- 
nels  on  his  fucceffion  to  the  throne  of  Great-Britain. 
They  invited  him  to  pals  through  their  dominions, 
and  aflured  him  that  his  interells  were  as  dear  to 
them  as  their  own.  The  Chevalier  de  St.  George  no 
fooner  received  the  news  of  the  Queen's  death,  than 
he  pofted  to  Verfailles,  where  he  was  given  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  King  of  France  expe6\ed  he  ihould 
quit  his  territories  immediately  ;  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly obliged  to  return  to  Lorraine.  By  this  time 
Mr.  Murray  had  arrived  in  England  from  Hano- 
ver, with  notice  that  the  King  had  deferred  his  de- 
parture for  fome  days.  He  brought  orders  to  the 
Regency  to  prepare  a  patent  for  creating  the  Prince- 
Royal  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  for  removing  Lord 
Bolingbroke  from  his  poft  of  Secretary.  The  feals 
were  taken  from  this  minifter  by  the  Dukes  of 
Shrewfbury  and  Somerfet,  and  Lord  Cowper,  who 
at  the  fame  time  fealcd  up  zji  the  doors  of  his 
office*  .  . 
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♦'^  V:  King  George  having  vefted  the  government C  hap. 
of  his  German  dominions  in  a  council,  headed  by 
bl^  brother  Prince  Emeft,  fet  out  with  the  Electoral ^ 
Prince  from  Herenhaufen  on  the  thirty-firft  day  of 
Auguft  ;    and  in  five   days  arrived  at  the  Hague, 
where  he  conferred  with  the  States-General.     On 
the  fixteenth   day  of   September  he  embarked  at 
Orange  Polder,  under   convoy  of  an  Englifh    and 
Dutch  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Berk- 
ley ;  and  next  day  arrived  at  the  Hope.     In   the 
afternoon  the  yacht  failed  up  the  River  ;  and  his 
Majefty,  with  the  Prince,  were  landed  from  a  barge 
at  Greenwich,  about  fix  in  the  evening.     There  he 
was  received  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  Cap- 
tain of  the  life-guards,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Regency. 
Prom  the  landing-place  he  walked  to  his  houfe  in 
the  park,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  the- 
nobility,  and  other  perfons  of  diftindlion,  who  had 
the  honour  to  kifs  his  hand  as  they  approached. 
When  he  retired  to  his  bed-chamber,  he  fent  for 
thofe  of  the  nobility  who  had  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  their  zeal  for    his    fucceffion  :    but  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord 
Trevor,  were  not  of  the  number.     Next  morning, 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  prefented  himfelf  with  an  air 
of  confidence,    as  if  he  had    expected  to  receive 
fome  particular  mark  of  his  Majefty's  favour :  but 
he  had  the  mortification  to  remain  a  confiderable 
time  jundiitinguifhed  among  the  crowd ;  and  then 
was  permitted  to  kifs  the  King's  hand,  without  being 
honoured  with  any  other  notice.     On  the  other 
hand,  his  Majefly  expreflfed  uncommon  regard  for 
the  Duke  of  Marlborpugh,  who  had  lately  arrived  in 
England,  as  well  as  for  all  the  leaders  of  the  Whig 
party. 

-  §  VL  It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  Prince,  as 
well  as  a  very  great  prejudice  to  the  nation,  that  he 
had  been  milled  into  ftrong  prepofiieffions''  againft 
the  Tories^  who  cooflituted  fuch  a  confiderable  part 

of 
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B  o  o  Kof  his  fubje^s.  •  They  were  now  excluded  i&omiU 
^^^^^.^^^^  (hare  of  die  Royal  favour,  which  was  wholly  en* 
1714.  grofled  by  their  enemies  :  thefe  early  marks  of  aver- 
fion,  which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal,  alienated 
the  minds  of  many  from  his  perfon  and  government, 
who  would  otherwife  have  lerved  Mm  with  fidelity 
and  affecSlion.  An  inflantaneous  and  total  change 
was  efFeded  in  all  offices  of  honour  and  advantage. 
The  Duke  of  Ormond  was  difmifled  from  his  com- 
mand, which  the  King  reftored  to  the  Ehike  of 
Marlborough,  whom  he  likewife  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  firft  regiment  of  foot-guards,  and  mafter  of 
the  ordnance. .  The  great  feal  was  given  to  irord 
Cowper ;  the  privy  feal  to  the  Earl  of  Wharton ; 
the  government  of  Ireland  to  tjie.)  Earl  ^^f  Sunder* 
land.  The  Duke  of  Devonilnre'was  tnade^fteward 
of  the  houfehold  :  Lord  Townflijend  and  Mr.  Stan- 
hope  were  appointed  fecretaries  of  Hate,;  the  poft  of 
fecretary  for  Scotland  vyas  beftowed  upon  the  Duke 
oif  Montrofe.  The  Duke  of  Soiperfet  was  confti- 
tuted  mafter  of  the  horfe  :  the  Duke  of  St,  Alban's 
captain  of  the  band  of  penfioners  $  and  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Scot-. 
land.  Mr.  Pultcney  beca^ne  fecrctary  at  war.;  and 
Mr.  Walpole^.Whp  .ha,d  already  undertaken  to  ma- 
nage the  Houfe  of  Commdns,  was  gratified  with  the 
double  place  of  paymafter  tb  the.  army  and  to  Chel- 
fea-hofpital.  A. new  privy^council  was  appointed, 
and  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  declared  prefident :  but 
all  affairs  of  confequcnce  were  concerted  by  a  cabi- 
net-council, or  junto,  compofed  of  (the  Duke  of 
Ma,rlbGrough,  the  Earls  of  Nottingham  and  Sun- 
derland, the  Lords  Hallifgx,  Townftiend,  and  80- 
mers,  and  peperal  Stanhopje,  The  Regency  had 
already  removed  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps,  and  the 
Archbiflipp  of  Armagh  from  the  office  of  Lords  Juf- 
tices  'u^:  Ireland,  and  filled  their  places  in  the  re- 
&^y,^  that  kingdom  with  the  Archbifhop  of  Dub-  • 
lift  :^n<i.  Jth«  .Ewl^of  JKLildare.  .  AHaa  Broderick  ijvas  * 
*jw  *  appointed 
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appointed  chancellor:     another  privy-Council  wasCHAP. 
formed,  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond'  was  named  as    .  ^-    . 
one  of  the  members.     The  Treafury  and  Admiralty '^'^^^^^^u^ 
were  put  into   commiffion  :    all  the    govemmcntis' 
were  changed  :  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  nation 
ivas  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Whigs.     At  the 
fame  time,  the  Prince-Royal  was  declared  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  took  his  place  in  council.     The  King 
was  congratulated  on  his  acceffion  in  addrefles  froth 
the  two  univeriities,    and   from    all  the  cities  and 
corporatipns  in  the  kingdom.     He  exprefled  parti- 
cular fatisfe<9:ion  at  thefe  expreflions  of  loyalty  and 
afFciSrion.     He  declared  in  council  his  firm  purpolfe 
to  fupport  and  maintain  the  churches  of  England  and 
Scotland  as  they  were  by  law  eftablifhed ;   an  aim 
which  he  imagined  might  be  efFei^lually  accomphfhed, 
without  impairing  the  toleration  allowed  by  law  to 
Protcftant  Diflenters,  and  fo  liecellary  to  the  trade 
and  riches  of  the  kingdom  :  he,*  moreover,  affured 
them  he  would .  eamcftly  endeavour  <o  render  pro- 
perty fecure  ;  the' good  eiFecfls  of  which  were  no  where 
fetrlearly  feenas  in  this  happy  nation.     Before  the 
coipharion  he  created  fomc  new  peers,  and^  others 
were  promoted  to  higher  titles.*     On  the  twentieth 
day  of  October,    he  was  crowned  in  Weftminfter 
with  theufual  folemnity,  at  which  the  l5arl  of  Ox- 
ford and  Lord  BoKngbroke  afMed.-|-     On  that  very    - 
day,  the  univeriity  of  Oxford,  in  full  convocdrion, 

*  James,  Lord  Chsndos,  was  created  Earl  orCaernarvon-^Lewrty 
Lord  Rockingham,  Earl  of  tbat  name— -Charles^  Lord  Oflulton,  Eari 
of  Tankerville— Charles,  Lord  Hallifax,  Earl  of  Hallifaz--Henea^e» 
Lord  Gucmfey,  Earl  t>f  Alesford— John,  Lord  Hervey,  E*rl  of  Brif- 
lol — ThoQ)a9,  Lord  Pclbam,  Etrl  of  Clartf-^enry,  Earl  xif  Thorn, 
mond;  JD  Ireland,  VifcouTit  Tadcafter-^James,  Vifcount  Caftletoop 
in  Irelahd,  JJajon  iand^rfoh— Bcni)cl,  Lord  Sherrard,  in  Ireland, 
Barotoof  Harbordugh^Gervafe,  Lord  rierrepont,  in  Ireland,  Baron  t 
Pier/epont,  In  the  County  of  Biicks-^Henry  Boyle,  Qaroncf  Carletoo, 
in  the  Cgunty  of  York*— Sir  Richard  Temple,  Baron  of  Cobbam — 
Hem  V/ioi^  Paget,  ^art  of  tJxbridge. 

t  in  the  monrh  ^f  Prober  the  Princefs  of  Waln^rrifed  in  Siighmti  ^  , 

with  tier  two  elded  danghtcis,  the  PrinccOtiS  Anne  and  Amelia/  i^  ;  ^ 

unanimoufly 
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BOO  Kunanimouliy  conferred  the  degree  of  Do6lor  of  CiviJ 
^'-      Law    on    Sir  Conftantine  Phipps,    with    particular 

^^■"^^^J^JT^ marks  of  honour  and  efteem.  As  the  French  King 
was  faid  to  protradl  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk^ 
Mr.  Prior  receved  orders  to  prefent  a  memorial  to 
haften  this  work,  and  to  prevent  the  canal  of  Mar- 
dyke  from  being  finifhed.  The  anfwer  which  he 
received  being  deemed  equivocal,  this  miniller  w^s 
recalled,  and  the  Earl  or  Stair  appointed  Ambafli- 
dor  to  the  Court  of  France^  where  he  profecuted 
this  affair  with  unconimon  vigour.  About  the  fame 
time.  General  Cadogan  was  fcnt  as  Plenipotentiary 
to  Antwerp,  to  aflift  at  the  barrier  treaty,  negoci- 
ated  there  between  the  Emppror  and  the  States- 
General. 

§  VIL  Meanwhile,  the  number  of  the  malcon- 
tents in  England  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the 
King*s  attachment  to  the  Whig  fadtion.  The  cla- 
mour of  the  Church's  being  in  danger  was  revived : 
jealoufies  were  excited  ;  feditious  libels  difperfed ; 
and  dangerous  tumults  raifed  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  Birmingham,  Briftol,  Chippenham, 
Norwich,  and  Reading  were  filled  with  licentious 
riot.  The  party  crj-  was,  **  Down  with  the  Whigs  ! 
*^  Sacheverel  for  ever  1"  Many  gentlemen  of  the 
Whig  faction  were  abufed  ;  magillrates  in  towns, 
and  juflices  in  the  country,  were  reviled  and  in- 
fulted  by  the  populace  in  the  execution  of  their 
office.  The  Pretender  took  this  opportunity  to 
tranfmit,  by  the  French  mail,  copies  of  a  printed 
manifeflo  to  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury,  Marlbo- 
rough, Argyle,  and  other  noblemen  of  the  firll  dif- 
tindtion.  In  this  declaration  he  mentioned  the  good 
intentions  of  his  fifler  towards  him,  which  were  pre- 
vented by  her  deplorable  death.  He  obferved  that 
his  people,  infiead  of  doing  him  and  themfelvcs 
juflice,  had  proclaimed  for  their  King  a  foreign 
Prince,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  and  incontcll- 
able  laws  of  hereditary  right,  which  their  pretended 
3  Aifts 
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A6ls  of  Settlement  could   never  abrogate.    Thefec  hap. 
papers  being  delivered  to  the  Secretaries  of  State,        ^• 
the  King  refufed  an  audience  to  the  Marquis  dc     ,71^. 
Lamberti,  Minifter  from  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  on 
the  fuppofition  tliat  this  manifeflo  could  not  have 
been  prepared  or  tranftnitted  without  the  knowledge 
and  countenance  of  his  mailer.     The  Marquis  hav- 
ing communicated  this  circumflance  to  the  Duke, 
that  Prince  abfolutely  denied  his  having  been  privy 
to  the  tranfa<9ion,  and  declared  that  the  Chevalier 
de  St.  George  came  into  Lorraine  by  the  directions 
of  the  French  King,  whom  the  Duke  could  not  dif- 
oblige  without  expoiing  his  territories  to  invafion. 
Notwithftanding   this    apology,    the    Marquis  was 
given  to  underftand  that  he  could  not  be  admitted 
to  an  audience  until  the  Pretender  ihould  be  removed 
from  the  dominions  of  his  mailer  ;  he,  therefore, 
quitted  the  kingdom  without  further  hefitation.  Reli- 
gion was  ftill  mingled  in  all  political  difputes.     The 
High-churchmen  complained  that  impiety  and  he- 
refy  daily  gained  ground  from  the  connivance,  or 
at  leaft  the  fupine  negligence  of  the  Whig  prelates. 
The  Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  had,  before  the 
Queen's  death,  declared  that  a  book  published  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  under  the  title  of  *^  The  Scrip* 
"  ture  Dodlrine  of  the  Trinity,"    contained  afler- 
tions  contrary  to  the  Catholick  faith.      They  fent 
up  extra6ls  from  this  performance  to  the  Biftiops } 
and  the  Do6^or  wrote  an  anfwer  to  their  obje<5lions. 
He  was  prevailed  upon  to  write  an  apology,  which 
he  prefcnted  to  the  Upper  Houfe  ;  but  apprehend- 
ing it  might  be  publimed  feparately,  and  mifvmder- 
flood,  he  afterwards  delivered  an  explanation  to  the 
Bifbop  of  London.      This  was  fatisfa6lory   to  the 
JBifliops  ;    but  the  Lower  Heufe  refolved,   that  it 
was  no  recantation  of  his  heretical  ailertions.     Th^ 
Afoutes  about  the  Trinity   increafing,    the  Arch- 
bilnops  and  Bifliops  received  diredions,  which  werp 
publiflied,  for  preferving  unity  in  the  Church,  the 

purity 
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3.  o.  o  ^purity  of  the  Chriftian  feith  cenGeming  the ,  H0I7 
^'-    -Tfijiity,  and  for  maintaining  the  peace^  s^d  qui^  of 

^^"'T^^J^^^^fhe  State.  By  thefe  every  preaclier  was  -refl:ri6l:ed 
.:from  delivering  any, other  doArine  than  what" .i?  con- 
tained in  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  refpe<9j.to  the 
Tririity^;  and  from  intermeddling  in  any  a^rsof 
.ftate  or  government.  The  like  prohibition. -^^ 
extended  to  thofe  who  (hould  write,  harangu^p,  jbr 
difpute  on  the  fame  fubjedls. 

/^  VIIL  The  Parliament  being  diflblved,  another 
was  called  by  a  very  extraordinary  proclamation,  in 
which  the  King  complained  of  the  evil  deiigna  of 
men  difafFedled  to  his  fucceffion ;  and  of  their  having 
mifreprefented  his  condudl  and  principles.  He  men- 
tioned the  pei'plexity  of  pubhck  affairs,  the  interrup- 
tion of  commerce,  and  the  heavy  debts  of  the  nation. 
tie  exprefled  his  hope  that  his  loving  fubjedls  would 
fend  up  to  Parliament  the  fitteft  perfons  to  redrefs 
the  prefent  diforders ;  and  that  in  the  ele^iioais, 
ihey  ^ould  have  a  particular  regard  to  fuch  as  had 
'  exprefled  a  firm  attachment  to  the  Proteftant  fuc- 
ceflion  when  it  was.  in  danger.  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  Proteftant  fucceffion  was  ever  in  danger. 
How  then  was  this  declaration  to  be  interpretai  ? 
Peopk  in  general  conftrued  it  into  a  defign  to  main- 
tain party  diftin<ftions,  and  encourage  the  Whigs  to 
the  full  exertion  of  their  influence  in  the  ele6Uons  ; 
into  a  renunciation  of  the  Tories  ;  and  as  the  firft 
flafh  of  that  vengeance  which  afterwards  was  feen  to 
burft  upon  the  heads  of  the  late  miniftry.  When 
the  Earl  of  Strafford  returned  fironl  Holland,^  all  his 
papers  were  feized  by  an  order  from  the  Secretary's 
office.  Mr.  Prior  was  recalled  from  France,  and 
gromifed  to  difcover  all  he  knew  relating  tOxthc 
condutSl  of  Oxford's  adminiftration.  Uncommon 
vigour  was  exerted  on  both  fides  .in  the  ele<9aons : 
but,  by  dint  of  the  monied  intereft,  which  prevailed 
in  moll  of  the  corporations  through  the  kingdom^ 
and  the  countenance  of  the  mimftry,    which  will 

always 
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slways  have  weight  with  needy  and  venal  eledlors^  ac  H  A  P. 
great  majority  of  Whigs  was  returned  both  in  ^^^•^^^il.^ 
kmd  and  Scotland.  ^^^^ 

^  DC.  When  this  new  Parliament  afierobled  on 
the  fevcnteenth  day  of  Murch,  at  Weftminfter,  Mr. 
Spencer  Compton  was  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Com-' 
mons.  On  the  twenty-firfl:  day  of  the  months  the 
King  appeared  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  delivered 
to  the  ChainceUor  a  written  fpeech^  which  was  read 
in  pre£ence  of  both  Houfes.  His  Majefty  thanked 
his  faithful  and  loving  fubje6ls  for  that  zeal  and  firm- 
ncfs  tiiey  had  ihown  in  defence  of  the  Proteilant 
Ibccefiion,  againft  all  the  open  and  fecret  practices 
which  had  been  xifed  to  defeat  it.  He  told  them 
that  fome  condiriom  of  the;  peace,  efiential  to  the 
fecnrity  and  trade  of  6reat->Britain,  were  not  yet 
duly  executed ;  and  that'  the  performance  of  the 
whole  might  be  looked  upon  is  precarious^  until 
de£en£ve  alliances  fhould  be  formed  to  guarantee 
the  prefent  treaties.  He  obferved,  that  the  Preten- 
der boafted  of  the  ailiilance  he  expeded  in  England^ 
to  repair  his  former  difappointment ;  that  great  part 
of  the  nauonal  trade^was  rendered  impracticable; 
and  that  the  publick  debts  were  furprifinriy  in- 
creafed  ever  fince  the  fetal  ceflation  of  arms.  He  gave 
the  Commons  to  underfland,  .that  the  branches  of  the 
revenue  formerly  granted  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil 
government,  were  fo  far  encumbered  and  alienated, 
that  the  produce  of  the  funds  which  remained,  and 
had  been  granted  to  him,  would  fall  fhort  of  what 
was  at  firft  defighed  for  maintaining  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown  ;  that  as  it  was  his,  and  their 
happinefs  to  fee  a  Prince  of  Wales  who  might  in  due 
time  fucceed  him  on  the  throne,  and  to  fee  him. 
bleiied  with  many  children  ;  thefe  circumflances 
would  naturally  occafion  an  expence  to  which  the 
nation  had  not  been  for  feiany  years  accuftomcd ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would 
think  of  it  with  that  affection  which  he  ha4  teafon 

VOL.  lU  X  to 
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BOO  Kto  hope  froiii  his  Coninions.  He  defired  that  no 
^^  unhappy  divilions  of  .parties  might  divert  them  froin 
1714.  purfuing  the  common  interefts  of  their  country.  He 
declared  that  the  eftabhlhed  conftitution  in  Church 
and  State  fliould  be  the  rule  of  his  government ;  and 
that  the  happinefs,  eafc,  and  profjicrity  of  his  peo- 
ple Ihould  be  the .  cheif  care  of  his  life.  He  con- 
cluded with  exprelfing  his  confidence,  that  with  their 
affiftancc  he  fhould  difappoint  the  defigns  of  thofe 
who  wanted  to  deprive  him  of  that  bleffing  which  he 
moll  valued — the  afFedlion  of  his  people. 

§  X.  Speeches  fuggefted  by  a  vindictive  miniftry 
better  became  the  leader  of  ai\^inccnfed  party,  than 
the  Father  and  Sovereign  of  a  divided  people. 
This  declaration  portended  meafures  which  it  was 
the*  intcreft  of  the  Crown  to  avoid,  and  fuited  the 
temper  of  the  majority  in  both  Houfes,  which 
breathed  nothing  but  deftruclion  to  their  political 
advcriarie*.  The  Lords,  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks, 
profefled  their  hope  that  his  Majefty,  affifted  by  the 
Earhament,  would  be  able  to  recover  the  reputation 
of  the  kingdom  Hn  foreign  parts,  the  lofs  of  which 
they  hoped  to  convince  the  world  by  their  adtions 
was  by  no  means  to  be  imputed  to  the  nation  in 
general.  The  Tories  faid  this  was  an  invidious  re- 
iieclion,  calculated  to  miflead  and  inflame  the  peo- 
ple, for  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  had  never 
been  lb  high  as  at  this  very  juncture.  The  Com- 
mons pretended  aftonilhment  to  find  that  any  con- 
ditions, of  the  late  peace  fhould  not  yet  be  duly 
executed  ;.  and  that  care  was  not  taken  to  form  fuch 
alliances  as  might  have  rendered  the  peace  not  pre- 
carious. They  declared  their  refolution  to  inquire 
into  thefe  fetal  mifcarriages  ;  to  trace  out  thofc 
meafures  whereoft  the  Pretender  placed  his  hopes, 
and  bring  the  authors  of  them  to  condign  puniih- 
mcnt.  Thefe  addreflcs  were  not  voted  without 
oppolition.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Dukes  of 
%  Buckingham  and  Shrewlbury,  the  Earl  of  Anglefey^ 
:    ^  6  .    the 
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the  Archbifliop  of  York,  and  other  Peers,  both  &•€  hap, 
cular  and  ecclefiaftical,  obferved,  that  their  addufs       ^• 
was  injurious  to  the  late  Queen's  memory,  and  would    ,yj^ 
ferve  only  to  increafe  thofe  unhappy  divifions  that 
diftradled  the  kingdom.     In  the  Lower  Houfe,  Si? 
William  Wyndhami,    Mr.  Bromley,  Mr. .  Shippen^ 
General  Roi's,  Sir  William   Whitelock,  and  othep 
members  took  exceptions  to  paliages  of  the  iam© 
nature,  in  the   addrefs    which    the  Commons  had 
prepared.     They  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  .Walpole^ 
Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope.     Thefc 
gentlemen  took' occaiion  to  declare,  that  notwith-     i 
Handing  the  endeavours  which  had   been  ufed  tor 
prevent  a  difcovery  of  the  late  mifmanagements,  by 
conveying  away  feveral  papers  from  the  fecretary's 
office,  yet  the  government  had  fufficient  evidence 
left,  to  prove  the  late  miniftry  the  mod  corrupt  that 
ever  fat  at  the  helm  ;  that  thofe  matters  would- fooa 
be  laid  before  the, Houfe,    when  it  would   appear^ 
that  a  certain  Englifli  General  had  ailed  in  concert 
with,     if   not  received  orders  from,  Marefchal  de 
Villars.     Lor4  Bolingbroke,  who  l^ad   hitherto  ap- 
peared in  publlck,  ^s  ufual,  .with  remarkable  •  fcre- 
nity,  and  fpoke  in  the  Houfe  of  I^rds  with  great 
freedom  and  confidence,  thought  it  was  now  high 
time  to  confult  his  perfonal  f;sifcty.  .  He  accordi^jgiy,^<>y^'"- 
withdrew  to  the   continent,  leaving  a  letter  which  j Tndai. 
was  afterwards  printed  in  his juilitication.     In   this^oingh^^ 
paper,  he  declared  he  had  received  certain  and  re-^'^'***"* 
peated  infortnations,  that-a  refolution  was  taken  to 
purfue  him  to  the  fcaftbld ;  that  if  there  had  been 
the  leaft  reafon   to  hope  for  affair  and  open  trial, 
after  having   been  already  prejudged,  unheard,  by 
the  two  houfes  of  Parliament,  he  fhould  not  have 
declined  the  ftridteil  examination.     He  challenged 
the  moft  inveterate  of  his  enemies  to  produce  any 
one  inftance  of  criminal  correfpondence,  or  the  leaft 
corruption  in  any  part  of  the  adminiftradon  in  which 
be  was  concerned.   •  He  faid^  if  his  zeal  for  the  ho- 

X  2  novu: 
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B  6  d  Rft^ur  and  dignity  of  his  Royal  Miftrefs,  and  the  true 
^f^r^  infewrt  of  his  country,  had  any  where  tranfported 
^^^^J^li^hitt  to  let  flip  a  warm  and  unguarded  expreflion,  he 
hdjpedthe  moft  favourable  interpretation  would  be 
put  upon  it.  He  affirmed,  that  he  had  fenrcd  her 
Majefty  faithfully  and  dutifully  in  that  cfpecially 
which  (he  had  moft  at  heart,  relieving  her  people 
frbm  4  bloody  and  expenfive  ^Var  ;  and  that  be  had 
always  been  too  much  an  Englifhman  to  facrifice  the 
intefeft  of  his  country  to  any  foreign  ally  what- 
foevei^. 
An.  1715.  .^  Xr.  In  the  midft  of  all  this  violence  againft  the 
late'-minifters,  friends  were  not  wanting  to  cfpoufe 
their  caufe  in  the  face  of  oppofition  ;  and  even  in 
fome  addreflfes  to  tlie  King  their  condutft  was  jufti- 
fied.  *  Nay,  fome  individuals  had  courage  enough 
to  attack  the  prefent  adminiftration.  When  a  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  confi- 
der  the  King's  proclamation  for  calling  a  new  Par- 
liament, Sir  William  Whitelock,  member  for  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  boldly  declared  it  was  unpre- 
cedented and  unwarrantable.  Being  called  upon  to 
ex:plain  himfelf,  he  made  an  i^ology.  Nevcrthe- 
lels,  Sir  William  Wyndham  rifing  up  faid,  the 
proclamation  was  not  only  unprecedented  and  un- 
wariantable,  but  even  of  dangerous  confequence  to 
the  very  being  of  Parliaments.  When  challenged 
*  to  juftify  his  chaise,  he  obferved,  that  every  mem- 

ber was  free  to  fpeak  his  thoughts.  Some  exclaim- 
ed, "The  Tower!  the  Tower!"  A  warm  debate 
enfued  ;  Sir  William  being  ordered  to  withdraw, 
was  accompanied  by  one  hundred  and  twentv-nine 
members  ;  and  thofe  who  remained  in  the  tloufc 
refolved,  That  he  (hould  be  reprimanded  by  the 
Speaker.  He  was  accordingly  rebuked,  for  having 
prefumed  to  refledl  on  his  Majefty's  proclanm- 
tion,'  arid  having  n>ade  an  unwarrantable  ufeqfthe 
freedom  of  fpeech  granted  by  his  Majefty.  Sir  Wil- 
liam fwd^  he  was  not  cotifcious  of  having  offered  any 

indignity 
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indignity  to  his  Majefty,  or  of  having  been  guilty  aiOr  V  A  P, 
a  breach  of  privilege  :  that  he  acquielbed  ih  ^^^''^^^v^Jl-- 
termination  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  had  no  thanks  to  mri    i;i|^ 
to  thofe  gentlemen  who,  under  pretence  of-kiucy^ 
had  fubjedled  him  to  this  cenfurc.  -    - 

^  XII.  On  the  ninth  day  of  April,  General  Stafl^ 
hope  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fourteen 
volumes,  confifting  of  all  the  papers  relating  to  the 
late  negociations  of  peace  and  commerce^  as  well 
as  to  the  ceilation  of  arms ;  and  moved  that  they 
might  be  referred  to  a  feleft  committee  of  twemfy 
perfons,  who  ihould  digeft  the  fubftance  of  them 
under  proper  heads,  and  report  them,   with  their 
obfervarions,  to  the  Houfe.  One  more  was  added  to 
the  number  of  this  fecret  committee,   which  was 
chofen    by    ballot,   and   met    that    fame  evening. 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  original  chairman,  being  taken 
ill,  wa»  fucceeded  in  that  place  by  Mr.  Stanhope. 
The  whole  number  was  fubdivided  into  three  conv- 
mittees.    To  each  a  certain  number  of  books  was 
allotted  ;  and  they  carried  on  thfe  inquiry  with  gresrt 
eagernefs  and  expedition.     Before  this  meafure  was 
taken.  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  Biftiop   of  Sanim,  died 
of  a  pleuririck  fever,  in  the  feventy-fecond  year  of 
his  age.    Immediately  after  the  committee  had  beguft 
to  aft,  the  Whig  party  loft  one  of  their  warmeft 
champions,  by  the  death  of  the  Marquis  ofWhstf- 
ton,  a  nobleman  pofleffed  of  happy  talents  for  the 
cabinet,  the  fenate,  and  the  common  fcencs  of  life  ; 
talents,  which  a  life  of  pleafure  and  libertinifm  did 
not    prevent    him  from  employing  with  furprifin^ 
vigour  and  applicarion.    The  Committee   of  th« 
Lower  Houfe  taking  the  civil-lift  into  confideration; 
examined  feveral  papers  relating  to  that  revenue; 
The  Tories  obferved,  that  from  the  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  granted  annually  to  King  William, 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  were  allotted  to  the  late  Que^n, 
when  Princefs  of  Denmark;  twenty  thouiand  pounds 
to  the  Duke  of  G4oucefter;  and  twice  thatfum,  as  a 

dowry 
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/B  oio  Ktiowry,  to  James's  Queen  :  that  near  two  hundred 

^^*    .  thou^nd  pounds  had   been  yearly  dedudled  from 

***^^^^the  revenues  of  the  late  Queen's  civil-lift,  and  ap- 

, -plied  to  other  ufes  ;  notwitliitanding  which  deduc- 
tion,   fhe   had  honourably   mantained  her    family, 

.  and  fupported  the  dignity  of  the  Crown.  In  the 
courfe  of-  the  debate  lome  -warm  altercation  paffed 
between  Lord  Guernfey  and  one  of  the  members, 
who  affiime'd  that  the  late  miniflry  had  ufed  the 

.Whigs,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  nation,  in    fuch  a 

-.manner,  that  nothing  they  fhould  fuffer  could  be 
deemed  hardlhip.     At  length  the  Houfe  agreed  that 

rthe  fum  of  feven  hundred  thoufand   pounds  clear 

.Ihould  be  granted  for  the  civil-lift  during  his 
Majefty's  life.  A  motion  being  made  for  an  addrefs 
againli  penlions,  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr,  Walpole, 
and  over-ruled  by  the  majority.  The  Lords  paflcd 
the  bill  for  regulating  tlie  land-forces,    with  feme 

.amendments, 

§  XIIL  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  Sir  John 
Norris  failed  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  the  Baltick, 
in  order  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  nation, 
which  had  fufFered  from  the  King  of  Sweden,  who 
caufed  all  (hips  trading  to  thofe  parts  to  be  feized 
and  confifcated.  That  prince  had  rejedled  the  treaty 
of  neutrality  concerted  by  the  Allies  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Empire ;  and  confidercd  the  Englilh  and 
Dutch  us  his  enemies.  The  minifters  of  England 
and  the  States-General  had  prelented  memories  to 
the  Regency  of  Sweden  ;  but  finding  no  redrefs,  they 
refolved  to  protedt  their  trade  by  force  of  arms. 
After  the  Swedifli  General,  Steenboch,  and  his  array 
were  made  prifoners,  Count  Wellen  concluded  s^ 
treaty  with  the  adminiltrator  of  Holftein-Gottorp, 
by  which  the  towns  of  Stetin  and  Wifma  were  fe- 
.queftercd  into  the  Hands  of  the  King  of  Pruftia ; 
the  adminiftrator  engaged  to  fccure  them,  and  all 
the  reft  of  SwediftvPomerania,  from  the  Poles  and 
Mufcovit^ ;   but,  .as  the  Gover;iar  of  Pomerania  re- 

fufed 
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fofedto  comply  with  this  treaty,  thofe  allies  marched  c  H  A  ?• 
into  the  province,    fubdued  the  ifland  of  Rugen, 
and  obliged  Stetin  to  furrender.     Then  the  Governor^ 
confentcd  to  the  fequeftration,  and  paid  to  the  Poles 
and  Mufcovites  four  hundred  thoufand  rix-dollars, 
to   indemnify'  them  for  the  expence  of  the  fiege. 
The  King  of  Sweden  returning  from  Turkey,  re- 
jetted  the  treaty  of  fequeftration,  and   infifted  upon 
Stetin*s  being  reftored,    without   his    repaying  the 
money.     As  this  Monarch  likewife  threatened  to 
invade   the   eleftorate  of  Saxony,   and  chaftife  his 
felfe  friend ;  King  George,  for  the  fccurity  of  his 
German  dominions,    concluded   a  treaty  with  the 
King  of  Denmark,  by  which  the  duchies  pf  Bremen 
and  .Verden,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Swedes 
in  his  abfence,  were  made  over  to  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  on  condition  that  he  ihould  immediately 
declare  war  againft  Sweden.     Accordingly,  he  took 
pofleffion  of  the  duchies  in  Odlober,  piiblifhed  a 
declaration  of  war  againft  Charles  in  his    German 
dominions :  and  detaclied  fix  thoufand  Hanoverians 
to  join   the  Danes   and    Pruflians    in    Pomerania, 
Thefe  allies  *  reduceed    the  iflands   of  Rugen  and 
Uledon,  and  attacked  the  towns  of  Wifmar  and 
Stralfund,  from  which  laft  place  Charles  was  obliged 
to  retire  in  a  veflel  to  Schonen.     He  aflembled  a  . 
body  of  troops  with  which  he  propofed  to  pal's  the 
Sound  upon  the  ice,  and  attack  Copenhagen ;  but 
was  difappointed  by  a  fudden  thaw.     Neverthelefs, 
he  refufed  to  return  to  Stockholm,  which  he  had 
not  feen  for  fixteen  years ;  but  remained  at  Carlf- 
croon,  in  order  to  hallen  his  ileet  for  tlie  relief  of 
Wifmar. 

^  XIV.  The  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  difafFe(9:ion 
feemed  to  gain  ground  every  day  in  England.  Not- 
withftanding  proclamations  againft-  riots,  and  orders 
of  the  juftices  for  maintaining  the  peace,  repeated 
tumults  were  railed  by  the  mftleontents  in  the  cit;ic§ 
pf  London  and  Weftminfter,    Thole  who  celebwted 

the 
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BOO  Kthe  «nurcrlarjr  of  the  King's  birth-dajr  with  the 
^^-     ufual  marks  of  joy  and  feftivity  were  infulted  by  the 

^"''^^JT*!^  populace  ;  but  next  day,  which  was  the  annivcrfiuy 
of  the  rcftoration,    the   whole  city  was  lighted  up 
with  bonfires  and  illuminations,  and  echoed  with  the 
found  of  mirth   and  tumultuous    rejoicing.      The 
people  even  obliged  the  life-guards,  who  patroled 
through  the  ftreets,  to  join  in  the  cry  of  *^  High- 
church  and  Ormond !"  and  in  Smithfield  they  burned 
the  pi6lure  of  King  William,    Thirty  perfons  were 
impnfoned  for  being  concerned  in  thefe  riots.     One 
Boumois,  a  fchoolmafter,  who  affirmed  that  King 
George  had  no  right  to  the  Crown,  was  tried,  and 
fcourged  through  the  city,  with  fuch  fererity,  that 
in  a  few  days  he  expired  in  the  utmoft  torture.     A 
frivolous  incident  ferved  to  incrcafc  the  popular  fer- 
ment.     The  fliirts  allowed  to  the  firft  regiment  of 
guards,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
were  fo  coarfe,    that  the  foldiers  could  hardly  be 
perfuaded  to  wear  them.     Some  were  thrown  intb 
the  garden   of  the    Kmg's    palace,    and  into  that 
which  belonged  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.    A 
detachment,  in  marching  through    the  city,  pro- 
duced them  to  the  view  of  the   Ihopkeepers  and 
paflengers,    exclaiming,    "Thefe  are  the  Hanover 
ihirts."     The  Court  being  informed  of  this  clamour, 
ordered  thofe  new  fhirts  to  be  burned  immediately  ; 
but  even  this  facrifice,  and  an  advertifement  pub«- 
lifhed  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in  his  own  vin- 
dicarion,  did  not  acquit  that  General  of  fufpicion 
that  he  was  concerned  in  this  mean  fpecies  of  pe^ 
culation.     A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was  offered  by 
the  government  to  any  perfon  that  would  difcover 
one  Captain  Wight,  who,  by  an  intercepted  letter, 
appeared  to   be   difaiFetfled  to  King  George  ;  and 
Mr.  George  JefFeries  was  feized  at  Dublin,  with  a 
packet,    direiSed  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,   Dean  of 
St.  Patrick's.      Several   treafonable    papers    being 
found  in  this  packet,  were  tranimitted  to  Englaad ; 
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Jefferie^  was  obliged  to  give  bdl  for  his  appesrance  $  c  H'itF. 
andfiwift  thought  proper  to  al^bond.   ^     -     .  *  -    £  yi^^L^^^ 

^'XV.TheHoufe  of  Lords,  to  dcmonftrate  thcic  -,7,5..  . 
abhorrence  of  all  who^ftiould  engage  in  confpiracies  ^ 
againil  t^r  Sovereign,  rejededwith  indignatitm  n 
petition  prefented  -to  them  in  behalf  of  Blackbumt, 
Caiils,  Barnafde,  Meldrum,  and  Chambers,  who- 
had  hitherto  continued  prifoners,  for  having  con- 
fpired  againft  the  life  ot  King  William.  On  the 
nindi  day  of  June,  Mr.  Walpok,  as  chairman  of 
the  fecret  committee,  declared  to  the  Houfe  of 
Conunbns,  that  the  repprt  was  ready ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  moved,  That  a  warrant  might  be  ifllied 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  apprehending  feveral  perfons^ 
particularly  Mr.  Matthew  Prior  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley,  who  being  in  the  Houfe,  were  immediately 
taken  into  cuflody.  Then  he  recited  the  report; 
ranged  under  thefe  different  heads  :  the  clandeftine 
negociation  with  Monfieur  Menager:  the  extraordi- 
nary meafures  purfued  to  form  the  congrefs  at 
Utrecht :  the  trifling  of  the  French  plenipotendaries, 
by  the  connivance  of  the  Britifli  minifters  :  the  ne- 
gociation about  the  renunciation  of  thie  Spanifh  mo- 
narchy :  the  fatal  fufpenfion  of  arms  :  the  feizure  of 
Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  Allies  and 
favour  the  French :  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  adling 
in  concert  with  the  French  General  :  the  Lord  Bo^ 
lingbroke's  journey  to  France,  to  negociate  a  fepa* 
rate  peace  :  Mr.  Prior*s  and  the  Duke  of  Shrewt- 
bury*s  negociation  in  France :  the  precipitate  con-^ 
cluiion  of  the  peace  at  Utrecht.  The  report  being 
read.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  moved.  That  the  con- 
lideratioi>  of  it  fhould  be  adjourned  to  a  certain  day ; 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  report  fhould  be 
printed  for  the  perufal  of  the  members  :  he  waa 
fecohded  by  the  Tories :  a  debate  enfued  ;  and  th« 
tzK>tion  was  reje6led  by  a  great  majority. 

^  XVI.  Thi»  point  being  gained^  Mr.  Walpole    . 
impeached   Heo^  Lord'  Wcount  BoHngbroke  of 
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BOO  Khigh-treafon,    and   other    high  crimes   and    mifdc- 
-i'l^  meanours.     Mr,  Hungerford  declared  his   opinon, 
that  nothing  mentioned  in  the  report,  in  relation  to 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  amounted  to  high-treafon ;  and 
General  Rofs  exprefled  the  fame  fentiment.     Then 
Lord  Coninfby  Handing  up,  '^  The  worthy  chair- 
**  man    (faid  he)    has    impeached   the  hand,   but 
"  I  impeach  the  head:  he  has  impeached  the  clerk, 
*^  and  I  the  juftice :  he  has  impeached  tlie  fcholar, 
**  and  I  the  mafter.      I  impeach  Robert  Earl  of 
"  Oxford   and  Earl  Mortimer  of  high-treafon,  and 
"  other  crimes  and  mifdemeanours.'*     R'lr.  Auditor 
Harley,  the  Earl's  brother,  fpoke  in  vindication  of 
that  minifter.     He  affirmed  he  had  done  nothing 
but  by  the  immediate  command  of  his  Sovereign : 
that  the  peace  was  a  good  peace,  and  approved  as 
fuch  by  two  Parliaments  ;  and  that  the  facts  charged 
to  him   in    the    report   amounted    only  to  mifde- 
meanours :    if  the   fandlion  of  a  Parliament,  which 
is  the  reprefcntative  and  legiflature  of   the  nation, 
be  not  fufficient    to   protect  a  miniller   from  the 
vengeance  of  his  enemies,  he  can  have  no  fecurity. 
Mn  Auditor  Foley,  the  Earl's  brother-in-law,  made 
a  fpecch  to  the  fame  purpofe  :  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  a 
ftaunch  Whig,  and  member  of  the  fecret  committee, 
exprefled  his  doubt,    whetheF   they   had  fufficient 
matter  or  evidence  to  impeach  the  Earl  of  high- 
treafon.     Neverthelefs,  the  Houfe  refolved  to  im- 
peach him,  witliGut  a  divilion.     When  he  appeared 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  next  day,  he  found  liimfelf 
deferted  by    his  brother  peers,  as  infectious ;  and 
retired  with  figns  of  confufion.     Prior  and  Harley 
having  been  examined  by  fuch  of  the  committee  as 
were  juilices  of  the  peace  for  Middlefex,  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  informed  the  Houfe  that  matters  of  fuch  im- 
portance appeared  in  Prior's  examination,    that   he 
was  direded  to  move  them  for  that  member's  being 
clofely    confined.      Prior   was    accordingly    impri- 
Ibned,  and  cut  off  from  all  conununication.     Oa 
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the  twenty-firft  day  of  June,  Mr.  Secretary  Stan-  chap. 
hope  impeached  James  Duke  of  Ormond,  of  high-^^^\^ 
treafon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemcanours.     ^^^^^ 
Mr.  Archibald  Hutchinlbn,    one  of   the  commif- 
lioners  of  trade,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  Duke.     He 
expatiated  on  his  nobld  birth  and  quaUfications  :  he 
enumerated    the    great  fervices  performed   to    the 
Crown  and  nation  by  his  Grace  and  his  anceftors  :  he 
obferved,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  late  con.- 
du6l,  he  had  only  obeyed  the  Queen's  commands  ; 
and    he   a|iirmed   that   all   allegations  againft  him 
could  not  in  the  rigour    of  the  law    be  conflrued 
into  high-treafon.     Mr.  Hutchinfon  was   feconded 
by  General  Lumley,  who  urged  that  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  had  on  all  occalions  given  fignal  proofe  of 
his  afFe6lion  for  his  country,  as  well  as  of  perfonal 
courage  ;  and  that  he  bad  generoufly  expended  the 
beft  part  of  his  eftate,  by  living  abroad  in  a  moft 
noble  and  fplendid  manner,  for  the   honour  of  his 
Sovereign.      Sir  Jofeph   Jekyll  faid,    if  there   was 
room  for  mercy,  he  hoped  it  would  be  fhewn  to  that 
noble,  generous,  and  courageous  peer,  who  had  in 
a  courfe  of  many  years  exerted  thofe  great  accom- 
phihments  for  the  good  and  honour  of  his  country ; 
that,  as  the  llatute  of  Edward  III.    on  which  the 
charge  of   high-treafon    againft    him    was    to    be 
grounded,  had  been,  mitigated  by  fubfequent  a61s, 
the  Houfe  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  a6l  againft  the  Duke,  but  only  im- 
peach him    of   high    crimes    and    mifdemeanours. 
General  Rofs,    Sir  William  Wyndham,    and    the 
fpeakers  of  that  party,  did  not  abandon  the  Duke 
in  this  emergency  ;  but  all  their  arguments  and  elo- 
quence were  loft  upon  the  other  taction,  by  which 
they    were    greatly   outnumbered.       The  queflion 
being  put,  was  carried  for  the  impeachment  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  who  perceiving  every  thing  con-» 
dueled  by  a  furious  fpirit  of  revenge,  and  that  he 
could  not  ejcpe<3:  the  benefit  of  an  impartial  trial, 
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BOO  Kconfulted  his  own  fafety,  by  withdrawing  himfelf 
11-  from  the  kingdom.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
''June,  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  Hkewife  impeached 
by  Mr.  Aiflaby,  for  having  advifed  the  fatal  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms,  and  the  feizing  of  Ghent  and  Bruges ; 
as  well  as  for  having  treated  the  moft  Serene  Houfe 
of  Hanover  with  infolence  and  contempt.  He  was 
alfo  defended  by  his  friends,  but  overpowered  by 
his  enemies. 

^  XVII.  When  the  articles  againft  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  were  read  in  the  Houfe,  a  warm  debate  arofc 
upon  the  eleventh,  by  which  he  was  charged  with 
having  advifed  the  French  King  in  what  manner 
Tournay  might  be  gained  from  the  States-General 
The  queftion  being  put.  Whether  this  article 
amounted  to  high-treaibn ;  Sir  Robert  Raymond, 
formerly  Solicitor  General,  maintained  the  negative, 
and  was  fupported  not  only  by  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham,  and  the  Tories,  but  alfo  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll. 
This  hone  ft  patriot  faid  it  was  ever  his  principle  to 
do  juftice  to  every  body,  from  the  highefttothe 
loweft ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  an  honell  man 
never  to  a6i  by  a  fpirit  of  party  :  that  he  hoped  he 
might  pretend  to  nave  fome  knowledge  of  die  laws 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  would  not  fcruple  to  declare, 
that,  in  his  judgment,  the  charge  in  queftion  did 
not  amount  to  high-treafon.  Mr.  Walpole  an- 
fwered  with  great  warmth,  that  there  were  fevcnd 
perfons,  both  in  and  out  of  the  committee,  who  did 
not  in  the  leaft  yield  to  that  member  in  point  of 
honefty,  and  who  were  fuperior  to  him  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  laws,  yet  were  fatisfied  that  the  charge 
fpecified  in  the  eleventh  article  amounted  to  high- 
treafon.  This  point  being  decided  againft  the  Eari, 
and  the  other  articles  approved  by  the  Houfe,  Lord 
Coninfby,  attended  by  the  Whig  members,  im- 
peached the  Earl  of  Oxford  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe 
of  .Lords,  demanding  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
might  be  fequcftered  from  Parliament,  and  com- 
mitted 
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mittedto  fafe  cuftody,  A  motion  was  made,  thatcHAF. 
the  confideration  of  the  articles  might  be  adjourned.  ^• 
After  a  (hort  debate  the  articles  were  read  ;  then  thc^  ^ 
Tory  Lords  moved  that  the  Judges  might  be  con- 
fultcd.The  motion  being  reje6led,  another  was  made, 
that  the  Earl  fliould  be  committed  to  fafe  cuftody ; 
this  occafioned  another  debate,  in  which  he  himlelf 
fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe :  That  the  whole 
charge  might  be  reduced  to  the  negociations  and 
conclufions  of  the  peace ;  that  the  nation  wanted  a 
peace,  he  faid,  nobody  would  deny  ;  that  the  con- 
ditions of  the  peace  were  as  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, confidering  the  backwardnefs  and  reliidancy 
which  fome  of  the  allies  fhowed  to  come  into  the 
Queen's  meafurcs  :  that  the  peace  was  approved  by 
two  fucceffive  Parliaments  ;  that  he  had  no  (hare  in 
the  aflFair  of  Tournay,  which  was  wholly  tranfafted 
by  that  unfortunate  nobleman  who  has  thought  fif 
Xo  ftep  afide  :  that  for  his  own  part,  he  always  afted 
by  the  immediate  diredlions  and  commands  of  the 
late  Queen,  without  offending  againft  any  known 
law  ;  and,  being  juftified  by  his  own  confcience^ 
was  unconcerned  for  the  life  of  an  infignificant  old 
man ;  that,  if  miniftei^  of  ftate,  a<3ing  by  the  im-^ 
mediate  commands  of  their  Sovereign,  are  afterwards 
to  be  made  accountable  for  their  proceedings,  it 
might  one  day  or  other  be  the  cafe  with  all  the 
members  of  that  auguft  aflembly :  that  he  did  not 
doubt  their  Lordfhips,  out  of  regard  to  themfelves, 
would  give  him  an  equitable  hearing  :  and  that  in 
the  profecution  of  the  inquiry  it  would  appear  he 
had  merited  not  only  the  indulgence,  but  even  the 
favour  of  his  government.  "  My  Lords  (faid  he) 
*^  I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  your  Lordfliips,  and 
•*  of  this  honourable.  Houfe,  perhaps  for  ever ;  I  flialf 
*^  lay  down  my  life  with  pleafure  in  a  caufe  favoured 
"  by  my  late  dear  Royal  Miftrefs.  When  I  confidqr 
"  that  I  am  to  be  judged  by  the  juftice,  honour^ 
*  and  virtue  of  my  peers,  I  (hall  acquiefce,  and 
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BOOK  "  Tetipe  with  great  content;  and,  my  Lords,-  €rODS 
II.  «  will  be  done."  The  Duke  of  Shrewitury  having 
acquainted  the  Houfe  that  the  Earl  was  very  much 
indifpofed  witii  the  gravel,  he  was  futtered  to  re- 
main at  his  own  houfe,  in  cuftody  of  the  Black-rod: 
in  his  way  thither  he  was  attended  by  a  great  mul- 
titude of  people,  crying,  "  High-churcli,  Ormond 
"  and  Oxford,  for  ever !"  Next  day  he  was 
brought  to  the  bar  ;  where  he  received  a  copy  of 
the  articles,  and  was  allowed  a  month  to  prepare  his 
anfwer.  Though  Dr.  Mead  declared  that  if  the 
Elarl  fhould  be  lent  to  the  Tower  his  life  would  be  in 
danger,  it  was  carried,  on  a  divifion,  that  he  fliould 
be  conveyed  thither  on  the  lixteci\th  day  of  July. 
During  the  debate,  the.  Earl  of  Anglefey  obferved 
that  thefe.  impeachments  were  difagreeable  to  the 
nation ;  and  that  it  was  to  be  feared  fuch  violent 
meafures  would  make  the  fceptre  {hake  in  the  King's 
hands.  TThis  expreflioii  kindled  the  whole  Houfe 
into  a  flame.  Some  members  cried,  '•  To  the 
Tower!"  fome,  "  To  order  !"  The  Earl  of  Sun- 
derland  declared,  that  if  thefe  words  had  been 
fpoken  in  another  place  he  would  have  called  the 
perfon  that  fpoke  them  to  an  account :  in  the  mean 
time,  he  moved  that  the  noble  Lord  fhould  explain 
himfelf.  Anglefey,  dreading  the  refentment  of  the 
Houfe,  was  glad  to  make  an  apology  ;  which  was 
accepted.  Ihe  Earl  of  Oxford  was  attended  to 
the  Tower  by  a  prodigious  concourfe  of  people,  who 
did  not  fcruple  to  exclaim  againft  his  perfecutors. 
Tumults  were  raifed  in  Staifordfhire,  and  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  againft  the  Whig  party, 
which  had  deprelled  the  friends  of  the  church,  and 
embroiled  the  nation.  The  H9ufc  of  Commons 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  defiring  that  the 
laws  might  be  vigoroufly  executed  againft  the  rioters. 
They  prepared  the  proclamation-acSV,  decreeing, 
that  if  any  perfons,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  un- 
lawfully aiTe^bled,    fhould  continue  together  one 
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h6ur  after  having  been  required  to- difperfe  by  acHAP^ 
juftice  of  peace  or  other  officer,  and  heard  the  pro-      '• 
clamation  againft  riots  read  in  publick,  they  Ihould     ^^^^ 
be    deemed  guilty  of    felony  without    benefit  of 
clergy* 

^  XVIII.  When  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  on  the  twentieth   day  of  July,  to  give   the 
Royal  aflent  to  this,  and  fome  other  bills,  he  told 
both  houfes  that  a  rebellion  was  a6lually  begun  at 
home  ;  and  that  the  nation  was  threatened  with  an 
ijivafion   from    abroad.      He,    therefore,    expedled^ 
that  the  Commons  would  not  leave  the  kingdom  in  • 
a  defencelefs  condition,  but  enable  him  to  take  fudE 
meafures  as  Ihould  be    neceffary    for   the  publict 
lafcty.-   Addrefles  in   the  ufual  ftyle   were   imme-^ 
diately  prefented  by  the  Parliament,  the  Convoca- 
tion,   the   Common-council    and    Lieutenancy    pf- 
London,  and  the  two  Univerfitics  :  but  that  of- Ox-, 
ford  was  received  in  the  moft  contemptuous  manner;-. 
and  the  deputies  were  charged  with  difloyalty,  on. 
account  of  a  fray  which  had  happened  between  fome 
recruiting  officers  and  the  fcholars  of  the  Univerfity. 
The  addrefles  from  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the- 
Diflenting  Minifters  of  London  and  Weftminfter,^ 
met  witli  a  much  more  gracious  reception.     The 
Parliament  forthwith  pafied  a  bill,  empowering  the 
King  to  fecure  fufpea:ed  perfons,  and  to  fulpend 
the  Habeas-Corpus  A61  in  that  time  of  danger.     A 
claufe  was  added  to  a  money-bill,  offering  the  re- 
ward of  one  himdred  thoufand  pounds  to  fuch  as 
fhould    feize    the   Pretender    dead    or   alive.     Sir 
George  Byng  was  fent  :to  take  the  command  of  the 
fleet.     General  Earle  repaired  to  his  government  of 
Portfmouth  :  the  guards  were  encamped  in  Hyde- 
Park  :  Lord  Irwin  was  appointed  Governor  of  Hull, 
in  the  room  of  Brigadier  Sutton,  who,  together  with 
Lord  Windfor,     the   Generals  Rofs,    Webb,    and 
Stuart,    were  difmifled  from  the   fervice.      Orders 
were  given,  for  .raifing  thirteen  regin^nts  of  dra-    ^ 

goons. 


aaa  history  of  England. 

BOO  Kgoons,  and  eight  of  infantry  ;  and  the  trained  bands 
^^'  were  kept  in  readinefs  to  fupprefs  tumults.  In  the 
jjf^^  midft  of  thefe  tranfaiftions  the  Commons  added  fix 
articles  to  thofe  exhibited  againft  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford. Lord  Bolingbroke  was  impeached  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  Mr.  Walpole.  Bills 
being  brought  in  to  fummon  him  and  th^  Duke  of 
Ormond  to  furrender  themfelves  by  the  tenth  of 
September,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  attaint  them 
of  high-treafon,  they  pafled  both  houfes,  and  re- 
ceived the  Royal  Aflent.  On  the  laft  day  of  Auguft, 
the  Commons  agreed  to  the  articles  againft  the 
Earl  of  Strafford,  which  being  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Earl  made  a  fpeech  in  bis 
tmn  vindication.  He  complained  that  his  papers 
had  been  feized  in  an  unprecedented  manner.  He 
fiid,  if  he  had  in  his  letters  or  difcourfe  dropped 
any  unguarded  expreiiions  againft  fome  foreign  mi- 
nifters,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  the 
Grown  of  Great-Britain,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
be  accounted  criminal  by  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Peers : 
hd  defired  he  might  be  allowed  a  competent  time  to 
anfwer  the  articles  brought  againft  him,  land  hare 
duplicates  of  all  the  papers  which  had  either  been 
laid  before  the  committee  of  fecrecy,  or  remained  in 
the  hands  of  government,  to  be  ufed  occafionally  ia 
his  jufiification.  This  requeft  was  vehemently  op- 
pofed  by  the  leaders  of  the  other  party,  untU  the 
Earl  of  Hay  reprefented  that,  in  ail  civilized  nations, 
sdl  courts  of  judicature,  except  the  inquifition,  al- 
lowed the  perfons  arraigned  all  that  was  neceflary  for 
.  their  juftification  ;  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Peers  of 
Great-Britain  ought  not,  in  this  cafe,  to  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  that  honour  and  equity  for  which 
they  were  fo  juftly  renowned  thoughout  all  Europe. 
This  obfervation  made  an  impreffion  on  the  Hoafe, 
which  refolved  that  the  Earl  fliould  be  indulged  with 
copies  of  fuch  papers  as^he  might  have  occafton  ta 
ufe  in  his  defwce. 

1  ^XIX, 
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^'4XIX.   On  the  third  day  of  September,  Ox-c  HA?. 
ford's  aufwer  was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of  Lerds,       '• 
who  tranfmitted  it  to  the  Commons.     Mr.  Walpoie,.^'*^^^' 
having  heard  it  read,  faid  it  contained  little  more 
than  a  repetition  of  what  had  been  fuggefted  in  fome 
pamplilets  and  papers  which  had  been  publiflied  in' 
vindication  of  the  late  nainiflxy :  that  it  was  a  (ai£t^ 
and  malicious  libel,  laying  upon  his  Royal  miftrefs^ 
the  blame  of  all  the  pernicious  meafures  he  had  led) 
ber  into,  againft  her  own  honour,  and  the- good* :of 

.  his  country :  that  it  was  Hkewife  a  libel  on  the  pro- 
iteedinga  q£  the  Commons,  fince  he  endeavoured  to 
clear  thofe  perfons  who  had  aireariy  confeflfed  .th'$ir- 
giAit  by  flight.  After  fome  debate,  the  -  Houfe  lite-" 
folvcd.  That  the  anfwer  of  Robert  Eail  of  Oxfovd. 
Ihould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to: 
draw  up  articles  of  impeachment  and  prjeptf^re .  eeri- 
dence  againft  the  iitipeached  Lords ;  and  that  the 
Committee  Ihould  prepare  a  replicatjoa  to- the' 
anfwer.  This  was  accordingly  prepared,  and.fentjip 
to  the  Lords.  Then  the  Committee  reported,-  That 
Mir.  Pridr  had  grofely  prevaricated  on  his  exannna- 
tion,  and  behaved  with  great  contempt  of  their  au- 
thority. The  Duke  of  Ormond  and  Lord  Vifcount 
Bolingbroke  having  omitted  to  furrender  themfelves 

J  within  the  limited  time,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ordered 
the  Earl-Marfhal  to  raze  out  of  the  lift  of  Peers 
their  names  and  armorial  bearings.  Inventoried 
were  taken  of  their  perfonal  eftates ;  and  the  Duke'§ 
atchievements,  as  Knight  of  the  Garter,  were  taken 
down  from  St.  George's  Chapel  at  Windfbr.  A  man 
of  candour  cannot,  without  an  emotion  of  grief  and 
indignation,  refledt  upon  the  ruin  of  the  noble  fa- 
mily of  Ormond,  in  the  perfon  of  a  brave,  gene- 
rous, and  humane  Nobleman,  to  whom  no  crimrf 
was  imputed,  but  that  of  having  obeyed  the  com- 

/  mands  of  his  Sovereign.  About  this  period,  the 
Royal  aflent  was  given  to  an  acSl  for  encouraging. 
loyalty  in  Scotland.  By  this  law  the  tenant  who 
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B  o  OKcontinued   peaceable  while  his  lord  took  arms  in 
^^'      favour  of  the  Pretender,  was  inverted  with  the  pro- 

^^■^^^[^T^^perty  of  the  lands  he  rented  :  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  decreed  that  the  lands  poflefled  by  any  peribn 
guilty  of  high-treafon  fhould  revert  to  the  fuperior  of 
whom  they  were  held,  and  be  confoUdated  with  the 
fuperiority ;  and  that  all  entails  and  fettlements  of 
cftates,  fince  the  firft  day  of  Auguft,  in  favour  of 
children,  with  a  fraudulent  intent  to  avoid  the  punifh-- 
ment  of  the  law  due  to  the  offence  of  high-treafon, 
fhould  be  null  and  vpid.  It  likewife  contained  a 
claufe  for  fummoning  fufpedled  perfons  to  find  bail 
for  their  good  behaviour,  on  pain  of  being  denounced 
rebels.  By  virtue  of  this  claufe  all  the  heads  of  the 
Jacobite  clans,  and  other  fufpeded  perfons,  were 
i&immoned  to  Edinburgh  ;  and  thofe  who  did  not 
appear  were  declared  rebels. 

§  XX.  By  this  time  the  rebellion  was  actually 
begun  in  Scotland.  The  diflenfions  occafioned  in 
that  country  by  the  Union  had  never  been  wholly 
appeafed.  Even  fince  the  Queen's  death,  addrefTes 
were  prepared  in  different  parts  of  Scotland  againfl 
the  Union,  which  was  deemed  a  national  grievance ; 
and  the  Jacobites  did  not  fail  to  encourage  this  aver- 
fion.  Though  the  hopes  of  diflblving  that  treaty 
were  baffled  by  the  induflry  and  other  arts  of  the 
Revolurioners,  who  fecured  a  majority  of  Whigs  in 
parliament,  they  did  not  lay  afide  their  defigns  of 
attempting  fomething  of  confequence  in  favour  of 
.  the  Pretender :  but  maintained  a  correfpondence  with 
the  malcontents  of  England,  a  great  number  of  whom 
were  driven  by  apprehenfion,  hard  ufage,  and  refent- 
ment  into  a  fyflem  of  politicks^  which  atherwifc  they 
would  not'  have  efpoufed.  The  Tories  finding 
ihemfelves  totally  excluded  from  any  fhare  iaAe 
government  and  Icgiflature,  and  expofed  to  the  in- 
folence  and  fury  of  a  faction  which  they  defpifed, 
began  to  wifh  in  earnefl  for  a  revolution.  Some  of 
them  held  private  confultations,  and  conununicated 

with 
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widi  the  Jacobites,  who  conveyed  their  fentiments  C  tt  a  P. 
to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Georee,  with  fuch  exaggera-  ^^Jr^ 
tions  as  were  didlated  by  meir  own  eagemels  and^^'^J^^J^/ 
extravagance.  They  afliired  the  Pretender  that  the 
nation  was  wholly  difaffeded  to  the  new  govern- 
ment; and,  indeed,  the  clamours,  tumults,  and  con- 
verfation  of  the  people  in  general  countenanced  this 
aflertion.  They  promifed  to  take  arms  without  fur- 
ther delay  in  his  favour;  and  engaged  that  the 
Tories  ihould  join  him  at  his  firft  landing  in  Great- 
Britain.  They,  therefore,  befought  him  to  come 
over  with  all  poffible  expedition,  declaring  that  his 
appearance  would  produce  ah  immediate  revolution. 
The  Chevalier  refolved  to  take  the  advantage  of  this 
favourable  difpofition.  He  had  recourfe  to  the 
Frpnch  King,  who  had  always  been  the  refuge  of 
his  family.  Louis  favoured  him  in  fecret ;  and, 
notwithftanding  his  late  engagements  with  England, 
cherifhed  the  ambition  of  railing  him  to  the  throne 
of  Great-Britain.  He  fupplied  him  privately  with . 
fums  of  money,  to  prepare  a  fmall  armament  in  the 
port  of  Havre,  which  was  equipped  in  the  name  of 
Depine  d*Anicaut ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  his  defign 
was  to  aflift  him  more  efFedhially,  in  proportion  as 
the  Englifh  fliould  manifell  their  attachment  to  the  ^ 
Houfe  of  Stuart.  The  Duke  of  Ormoud  and  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  who  had  retired  to  France,  finding 
themfelves  condemned  unheard,  and  attainted,  en- 
gaged in  the  fervice  of  the  Chevalier,  and  corre- 
fponded  with  the  Tories  of  England. 

^  XXL  All  thefe  intrigues  and  machinations  were 
difcovered  and  communicated  to  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don by  the  Earl  of  Stair,  who  then  refided  as  Eng- 
lifh Ambaflador  at  Paris.  He  was  a  nobleman  of 
unqueflioned  honour  and  integrity,  generous,  hu- 
mane, difcerning,  and  refolute.  He  had  lignaUzed 
himfelf  by  his  valour,  intrepidity,  and  other  mili- 
tary talents,  during  the  war  in  the  Netherlands ;  and 
he  now  aAed  in  another  fpheic  with  uncommon  vi- 
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BOO  Kgpur,  vigilance,  and  addrefs-    He  detedled  the  Chc^ 
^^'      valier's  fcheme  while  it  was  yet  in  embryo,  and  gave 

^^f^inch  early  notice  of  it  as  enabled  the  King  of  Greats 
Britain  to  ta2e  eifedual  meafures  for  defeating  the 
defign.  All  the  Pretender's  intereft  in  F'rance  ex- 
X^'  /ai^M^  pired  with  Louis  XIV.  that  oftentatious  tyrant,  who 
had  for  above  half  a  century  l^crificed  the  repofe  of 
ChVitlendom  to  his  infatiatc  vanity  and  ambition. 
At  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  firft  day  of 
September,  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  devolved 
to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  adopted  a  new  fyftcm 
pf  politicks,  and  had  already  entered  into  engage- 
ments with  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  Inflead  of 
aflifting  the  Pretender,  he  amufed  his  agents  with 
myft'erious  an!d.  equivocal  expreffions,  cakulati^d  to 
frultrate  the  defign  of  the  expedition.  Neverthc- 
lefs,  the  more  violent  part  of  the  Jacobites  in  Great- 
Britain  believed  he  was  at  bottom  a  friend  to  their 
caufe,  and  depended  upon  him  for  fuccour.  They 
even  extorted  from  him  a  fum  of  money  by  dint  of 
importunities,  Aod  fome  arms;  but  the  veflel  was 
fliipwrecked,  and  the  cargo  loft  upon  the  coaft  of 
Scotland. 

^  XXII.  The  partilkns  of  the  Pretender  had  pro- 
ceeded too  far  to  retreat  with  fafety;  and,  there- 
fore, refolved  to  try  their  fortune  in  the  field.  The 
Earl  of  Mar  repaired  to  the  Highlands,  where  he 
held  conlultations.  with  the  Marquifles  o{  Huntley 
and  TuUibardine,  the  Earls  Marifchal  and  Southeik, 
the  Generals  Han'iilton  and  Gordon,  with  the  chiefs 
of  the  Jacobite  clans.  Then  he  allembled  tliree 
hundred  of  his  own  vaflals ;  proclaimed  the  Prc^ 
tender  at  Cafllctown,  and  fet  up  his  Jlandard  at  Brae- 
mar,  onthelixth  day  of  Sept<?mber.  By  this  tim<; 
the  Earls  of  Home,  Wintoun,  and  Kinnoul,  Ix)rd 
Dell-ford,  and  Lockhart .  of  Carnwath,  with  othe^ 
perl'uns  fufpected  of  difalFcdlion  to  the  prefcnt  go^ 
vernment,  were  committed  prilbners  to  the  calile  oi 
Edinburgh  ;  and  Major-C^leneral  Whctham  marclud 
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i^fh  the  regular  troops  which  were  in  that  kingdom  CH  A  P. 
to  fecure  the  bridge  at  Stirling.  Before  thefe  P^^' ^^^^Ji^^^ 
cautions  were  taKen,  two  reflels  had  arrived  at  Ar-  ,7,  j, 
broath  from  Havre,  with  arms,  ammunition,  arid  ^ 
great  number  of  officers,  who  afllrred  the  Eari:  of 
Mar,  that  the  Pretender  would  foori  be  with  them  in 
pcrfon.  The  death  of  Louis  XIV.  ftruck  a  general 
damp  upon  their  fpirits ;  but  they  laid  their  account 
with  being  joined  by  a  powerful  body  in  England. 
The  Earl  of  Mar,  by  letters  and  meflages,  prefled 
the  Chevalier  to  cdme  over  without  further  delate. 
He,  in  the  mean  time,  aflumed  the  title  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General of  fhe  Pretender'is  forces,  and  pub- 
Kfhed  a  dedanation,  exhorting  the  people  ta  take? 
arms  for  their  lawful  Sovereign.  This  was  followed! 
by  a  fhrewd  n>anifefto,  explaining  the  national  griev-^ 
ances,  and  afluring  the  people  of  redreft.  Some 
of  his  partifans  attempted  to  furprize  the  qafl  Ic  of 
Edinburgh ;  but  were  prevented  by  the  vigilance 
and  adlivity  of  Colonel  Stuart,  Lieutenant-goTernor 
of  tliat  fortrefs.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  let  out  for 
Scotland,  as  Commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in* 
Korth  Britain  :  The  Earl  of  Sutherland  fet  fail  ih  the* 
^ueenborough  fhip  of  war  for  the  North,  where  he  ' 
propofed  to  raife  his  vaflals  for  the  fennce  of  govern^ 
ment ;  and  many  other  Seoftiih  Peers  returned  ta 
their  own  country,  in  order  to  fignalize  their  loyalty 
to  King  George. 

§  XXIIL  In  England  the  practices  of  the  Jaco- 
bites did  not  efcape  the  notice  of  the  miniftry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Paul  was  imprifoned  in  the 
Gate-houfe  for  inlifting  men  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Pretender.  The  ritular  Duke  of  Powis  was  com-; 
mitted  to  the  Tower  :  Lords  LandMown  and  Duplin* 
were  taken  into  cuftody  ;  and  a  warrant  was  ifliied^' 
for  apprehending  the  Earr  of  Jerfey.  The  King  dc- 
lired  the  confent  of  the  Lower  Houfe  to  feize  ancf 
detain  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Sir  Johh  Packing- 
ton,  Mr.  Edward  Harvey  of  Combe,  Mfr.  Thomas 
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BOO  KForfter,  Mr.  John  Anftis,  and  Mr.  Corbet  Kynaftion, 
^^^J^^^^who  were  members  of  the  Houfe,  and  fufpefted  of 
,y, J  favouring  the  invafion.  The  Commons  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  the  propofal,  and  prefented  an  addrefs, 
fignifying  their  approbation.  Harvey  and  Anftis 
/  were  immediately  lecured.  Forfter,  with  the  affift^ 
ance  of  fome  Popifh  Lords,  aflembled  a  body  of 
men  in  Northumberland :  Sir  John  Packington  being 
examined  before  the  Council,  was  difmifled  for  want 
of  evidence  :  Mr.  Kynafton  abfconded ;  Sir  William 
Wyndham  was  feized  at  his  own  houfe  in  Somerfet- 
fliire  by  Colonel  Hulkc  and  a  meffenger,  who  fe- 
cured  his  papers:  he  found  means,  however,  to 
efcape  from  tnem;  but  afterwards  furrendered  him- 
felf,  and,  having  been  examined  at  the  Council- 
board,  was  conunitted  to  the  Tower.  His  father- 
in-law,  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  offered  to  become 
bound  for  his  appearance ;  and  being  rejedled  as  bail 
cxprefled  his  refentment  fo  warmly,  that  the  King 
thought  proper  to  remove  him  from  the  office  of 
Mafter  of  the  Horfe.  On  the  twenty-firft  day  of 
September,  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  pafled  the  bills  that  were  ready  for  the  Royal 
aflent.  Then  the  .Chancellor  read  his  Majeftys 
fpeech  exprefling  his  acknowledgement  and  fatis- 
faftion,  in  confequence  gf  the  uncommon  marks  of 
their  affe6lion  he  had  received  :  and  the  Parliament 
adjourned  to  the  fixth  day  of  Odlober, 

§  XXrV,  The  friends  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart 
were  very  numerous  in  the  weftcrn  counties,  and  be- 
gan to  make  preparations  for  an  infurredHon,  They 
had  concealed  fome  arms  and  artillery  at  Bath,  and 
formed  a  defign  to  furprize  Briftol  :  but  they  were 
betjayed  and  difcovered  by  the  emiffaries  of  th^ 
government?  which  baffled  all  their  fchemes,  and 
apprehended  every  perfon  of  confequence  fufpe<fted 
of  attachment  to  that  caufe.  The  Univerlity  of 
Oxford  felt  the  rod  of  power  on  that  occafion. 
Major-Gcneral  Pepper,  with  a  ftrong  detachment  of 

dragoons. 
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dragoons^  took  pofleffion  of  the  city  at  day-break,  c  H  A  Pi 
declaring  he  would  ufe  military  execution  on  all 
Ihidents  who  fhould  prefume  to  appear  without  the^ 
limits  of  their  refpe<Stive   colleges.     He  feized  ten 
or  eleven  perfons,  among  whom  was  one  Lloyd,  a 
coffeeman  ;  and  made  prize  of  fome  horfes  and  fur- 
niture belonging  to  Colonel  Owen,  and  other  gende- 
men.    Widi  this  booty  he  retreated  to  Abingdon  ; 
and  Handafyde's  regiment  of  foot  was  afterwards 
quartered  in    Oxford,    to  overawe  the  Univerfity* 
The  Miniftry  found  it  more  difficult  to  fupprefs  the 
infurgents  in  the  northern  counties.     In  the  month 
of  October  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater  and  Mr.  Forfter 
took  the  field  with  a  body  of  horfe,  and  being  joined 
by  fome  gendemen  finom  the   borders  of  Scodand, 
proclaimed  the  Pretender  in  Warkworth,  Morpeth^ 
and  Alnwick.    The  firft  delign  was  to  feize  the  town 
of  Newcaftle,  in  which  they  had  many  friends  :  but 
they  found  the  gates  fhut  upon  them,  and  retired  to 
Hexham  :  while  General  Carpenter  having  aflembled 
a  body  of  dragoons,  .refolved  to  march  irohi  New- 
caftle, and  attack  them  before  they  fhould  be  rein- 
forced.    The  rebels  retiring  northward  to  WoUer, 
were  joined  by  two  hundred  Scottifh  horfe  under  the 
Lord  Vifcount  Keinmuir,  and  the  Earls  of  Carnwath 
and  Wintoun,  who  had  fet  up  the  Pretender's  ftan- 
dard  at  Moffat,    and  proclaimed  him  in  different 
parts  of  Scodand.     The  rebels  thus  reinforced  ad- 
vanced to  Kelfo,  ha\nng  received  advice  that  they 
would  be  joined, by  Mackintofh,  who  had  croiled 
the  Forth  with  a  body  of  Highlanders. 

^  XXV.  By  this  time  the  Eari  of  Mar  was  at  the 
head  of  ten  theufand  men  well  armed.  He  had  fe- 
curcd  the  pafs  of  the  Tay  at  Perth,  where  his  head- 
quarters were  eftablifhcd,  and  made  himfelf  mailer 
of  the  whole  fruitful  province  of  Fife,  and  all  the 
fea-coaft  on  that  fide  of  the  Frith  of  Edinburgh. 
He  feledled  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  Mackintofh,  to  nwkc  a  defcem 
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B  ooKuponthe  Lothian  fide,  and  join  the  JaccA)ites  in 
.  i^»  that  county,  or  fuch  as  fhould  take  arms  on  the  bor* 
^'■''^^^^ders  of  England.  Boats  were  aflembled  for  this 
purpofe  :  and  notwithftanding  all  the  precautions 
that  could  be  taken  by  the  King's  fhips  in  the  Frith, 
to  prevent  the  defign,  above  fifteen  hundred  chofen 
men  made  good  their  pafl^ge  in  the  night,  and 
fended  on  the  coaft  of  Lothian*  having  erofled  an 
drm  of  the  fea  about  fixteen  miles  broad,  in  open 
boats,  that  paflfed  through  the  midft  of  the  King's 
cruifers.  Nothing  could  be  better  concerted,  or 
executed  with  more  conduft  and  courage,  than  was 
this  hazardous  ertterprize.  Th6y  amufed  the  King's 
fliips  with  marches  and  counterr-marches  along  the 
Goaft,'  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  could  not  poffibly 
know  where  they  intended  to  embark.  The  Earl  of 
Mar,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  from  Perth  to 
Dumblaine,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  crofs  the  Forth 
at  Stirling-bridge  :  but  his  real  defign  was  to  divert 
the  Duke  of  Arg}'le  from  attacking  his  detachment 
which  had  landed  in  Lothian.  So  far  the  fcheme 
fuccceded.  The  Duke,  who  had  aflembled  fome 
troops  in  Lothian,  returned  to  Stirling  with  the  ut- 
iTioft  expedition,  after  having  fecured  Edinburgh 
and  obliged  Mackintofh  to  abandon  his  defign  on 
that  city.  This  partifan  had  adlually  taken  pofleilion 
of  Leith,  from  whence  he  retired  to  Seaton-houfc, 
near  Prefl:on-pans,  which  he  fortified  in  fuch  a  man^ 
ner  that  he  could  not  be  forced  without  ^rtillerj-. 
Here  he  remained  until  he  received  an  order  acroli 
the  Frith  from  the  Earl  of  Mar,  to:  join  Lord  Ken^ 
niuir  and  the  Enghfh  at  Kelfo,  for  wh.ich  place  he 
immediately  began  his  march,  and  reached  it  on  th^ 
twerity-fecond  day  of  October,  though  a  good  num- 
ber of  bis  men  had  deferted  oh  the  route. 

§  XXVI.  The  Lord  Kenmuir,  with  the  Earls  of 
Wintoun,  Nithfdale,  and  Carnwath,  the  Earl  of 
Derwentwater,  and  Mr.  Forfter,  with  the  Engliili  in- 
furgents,  arriving  ^t  the  fame  time,  a  councU  of  war 

was 
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Iras  iannediately.  called,     Wintoun  propofed  t^tc hap. 
they  fliould  march  immediately  into   the  weftcm^^^;J\^ 
parts  of  Scotlwd  and  join  General  Gordon,  who    17 15. 
commanded  aftrong  body  of  H^hlandefs  in  Argyle- 
Aiire.  '  The    Engliih   infifted    upon    crofling   the 
Tweed,    and  attacking  General    Carpenter,  whofe 
troops    did   not   exceed   nine    hundred    dragoons. 
Neither  fcheme  was  executed.    They  took  the  route 
to  Jedburgh,  where  they  refolved  to  leave  Carpenter 
on  one  fide,  aad  penetrate  into  England  by  the 
weftem    border.     The  Highlanders  declared  thcy^ 
would  not  quit  their  own  countr)^ ;  but  were  ready 
to  execute  the  fchemc  propofed  by  the  Earl  of  Win- 
toun.    Means,  however,  were  found  to  prevail  upon 
one  half  of  them  to  advance,  while  the  reft  returned 
to  the  Highlands,    At  Brampton,   Forfter  queued 
his  commijQiion  of  General,  which  had  been  fent  to 
him  from  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  proclaimed  the  Pre- 
tender.   They  continued   their  march  to  Penrith, 
where  the  fherifF,  aflifted   by  Lord  Lonfdale  and 
the  Biihop  of  Oirlifle,  had    affembled  the    whcJe 
pofle-comitatus  erf  Cumberland,  amounting  to  twelve 
thoufand  men,  who  difperfed  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation at  the  approach  of  the  rebels.     From  Pen- 
rith, Forfter  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Kendal  and, 
Lancafter  to  Prefton,  from  whence  Stanhope's  regi 
ment  of  dragoons,  and  another  of  militia,  immc. 
diately  retired ;  fo  that  he  took  polleffion  of  the  place 
without  refiftance.     General  Willis  marched  againft 
the  enemy  with  .fix  regiments   of  horle  and    dra- 
goons,   and  one  battalion  of  foot  commanded  by 
Colonel  Prefton.     They  had  advanced  to  the  bridge 
of  nibble  before,  Forfter  received   intelligence   of 
their  approach.     He  forthwith  began  to  raife  bar- 
ricadoes,  and  put  the  place  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 
On  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  the  town   was 
brilkly  attacked  in  two  different  places  :    but  the 
King's  troops  met  with  a  very  wa^m  reception,  and 
w^re  repulfed  with  confiderable   lols.    Next  day 

General 
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BOOKlGreneral  Carpenter  arrived  with  a  reinforcement  of 
^JJ*  three  regiments  of  dragoons;  and  the  rebels  were 
1715.  invefted  on  all  fides.  The  Highlanders  declared 
they  would  make  a  fally  fword  in  hand,  and  either 
cut  their  way  through  the  King's  troops,  or  periih 
in  the  attempt ;  but  they  were  over-ruled.  Forfter 
fent  Xllolonel  Oxburgh  with  a  trumpet  to  General 
Willis,  to  propofe  a  capitulation.  He  was  given  to 
imderftand,  that  the  General  would  not  treat  with 
rebels ;  but  in  cafe  of  their  furrendering  at  difcre- 
tion,  he  would  prevent  his  foldiers  from  putting 
them  to  the  fword,  until  he  Ihould  receive  further 
orders.  He  granted  them  time  to  confider  till  next 
morning,  upon  their  delivering  the  Earl  of  Der- 
wentwater  and  Mackintofti  as  hoftages.  When 
Forfter  fubmitted,  this  Highlander  declared  he  could 
not  promife  the  Scots  would  furrendef  in  that 
manner.  The  General  defired  him  to  return  to  his 
people,  and  he  would  forthwith  attack^the  town,  in 
which  cafe  every  man  of  them  Ihould  be  cut  to 
pieces.  The  Scottifh  noblemen  did  not  choofe  to 
run  the  rifque ;  and  perfuaded  the  Highlanders  to 
accept  the  terms  that  were  offered.  They  accord- 
ingly laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  put  under  a 
flrong  guard.  All  the  noblemen  and  leaders  were 
fecured.  Major  Nairn,  Captain  Lockhart,  Captain 
Shaftoe,  and  Enfign  Erikine,  were  tried  by  a  Court 
martial,  as  deferters,  and  executed.  Lord  Charles 
Murray,  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Athol,  was  likewife 
condemned  for  the  fame  crime,  but  reprieved.  The 
common  men  were  imprifoned  at  Chefter  and  Liver- 
pool, the  noblemen  and  confiderable  officers  were 
fent  to  London,  conveyed  through  the  ftreets  pi- 
nioned like  malefaiSlorSj  and  committed  to  the  Tower 
and  to  Newgate. 

§  XXVn.  The  day  on  which  the  rebels  furren- 
dered  at  Prefton  was  remarkable  for  the  battle  of 
Dumblaine,  fought  between  the  Duke  of  Arg)'lc 
and  the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  commanded  the  Preten- 
der's 
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der^s  forces.  This  nobleman  had  retreated  to  hisCHAF« 
camp  at  Perth,  when  he  underftood  the  Duke  was  .  ^* 
letumecl  from  Lothian  to  Stirling.  But  being  now  ^"^^tJ^T^ 
joined  by  the  northern  clans  under  the  Earl  of  Sea- 
forth,  and  thofe  of  the  weft  commanded  by  General 
Gordon,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  he  refolved  to  pafs  the 
Forth,  in  order  to  join  his  fouthem  friends,  that 
they  might  march  together  into  England.  With 
this  view  he  advanced  to  Auchterarder,  where  he 
reviewed  his  army,  and  refted  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  November.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  apprifed  of 
his  intention,  and  being  joined  by  fome  regiments 
of  dragoons  frx>m  Ireland,  determined  to  give  him 
batde  in  the  ne^hbourhood  of  Dumblaine.  On 
the  twelfth  day  of  the  month,  Argyle  pafled  the 
Forth  at  Stirling,  and  encamped  with  his  left  at  the 
village  of  Dumblaine,  and  his  right  towards  Sheriff^ 
moor* .  The  Earl  of  Mar  advanced  within  two  miles 
of  his  camp,  and  remained  till  day-break  in  order 
of  battle ;  his  army  confifting  of  nine  thoufand 
effe6tive  men,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry.  In  the 
morning,  the  Duke,  underftanding  they  were  in 
motion,  drew  up  his  forces,  which  did  not  exceed 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  on  the  heights  to 
the  north-eaft  of  Dumblaine  :  but  he  was  outtianked 
both  on  the  right  and  left.  The  clans  that  formed 
part  of  the  centre  and  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  widi 
Glengary  and  Clanronald  at  their  head,  charged  the 
left  of  the  King's  army  fword  in  hand,  ^ith  fuch 
impetuofity,  that  in  feven  minutes  both  horfe  and 
foot  were  totally  routed  with  great  flaughte?>  and 
General  Whethem,  who  commanded  them,  fled  at 
full  gallop  to  Stirlii^,  where  he  declared  that  the 
Royal  army  was  totally  defeated.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  commanded  in  per- 
fon  on  the  right,  attacked  the  left  of  the "  enemy,  at 
the  head  of  Stair's  and  Evans's  dragoons,  and  drove 
them  two  miles  before  him,  as  far  as  the  water  of 

Allan  J 
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BOOK  Atlan :  yet  in  that  fpace  they,  wheeled  about,  and 
^^-  attempted  to  rally  ten  times ;  (o  that  he  was  obliged 
^"^^J^I^to  prefs  them  hard,  that  they  might  not  recover 
from  their  confiifion.  Brigadier  Wi^tman  followed, 
in  order  to  I'uftain  him  with  three  battalions  of 
infantry ;  while  the  vi6lorious  right  wing  of  the  re- 
bels having  purfued  Wbetham  a  confidcrable  way, 
rctiu-ned  to  the  field,  and  formed  ih  the  rear  of 
Wightman,  to  the  amount  of  five  thoufand  men. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle,  returning  from  the  porfuit, 
joined  Wightman,  who  had  faced  about^  and  taken 
pofleffion  of  fomc  enclofures  and  mud-walls,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  attacked.  In  tbis  pofture  both 
armies  fronted  each  other  till  the  evening,  when 
the  Duke  drew  off  towards  Dumbhane,  and  the  re- 
bels retired  to  Ardoch,  without  mutual  moleftation. 
Next  day  the  Duke  marching  back  to  the  fieW  of 
battle,  carried  off  the  wounded,  with  four  pieces  of 
cannon  left  by  the  army,  and  retreated  to  Stiriing. 
Few  prifoncrs  were  taken  on  either  fide  :  the  num- 
ber of  the  (lain  might  be  about  five  hundred  of  each 
army,  and  both  Generals  claimed  the  viftory*  This 
batde  was  not  fo  fatal  to  the  Highlanders  as  the  k^s 
-4-  ,      of  Invemefs,  from  which  Sir  John  Mackenzie  was 

^cu^/^  t^      driven  by  Simon  Frazer  Lord  Lovaff^who,  contrary 
17  V  f"—       to  the  principles  he  had  Tuthcrto  profeffed,  fecured 
£fl  this  important  poft  for  the  goTernment;  by  which 

CiU^uU^       means  a  free  communication  was  evened  witli  the 
»^y*^^  — .       NcMth  of  Scotland,  where  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  had 
^-^-  *^"^^iaifed  a  confideraWe  body  of  vallals.     The  Marquis 
X-R,  w^us^£  Hundcy  and  the  Eari  of  Seaforth  were  obliged  to 
y^jru,-    qui^r  ^jj^  rebel  army,  in  order  to  defend  their  own 
territories ;  and  in  a  little   time  fubmitted  to  Kin? 
George:  a  good  number  of  the  Frazers  declared 
with  their  chief  againft  the   Pretender  :  the  Mar- 
quis of  Tullibardine  withdrew  firora   the  army,  to 
cover  his  own  country;  and  the  clans,  feeing  no 
Hkclihood  of  another  a6tion,  began  to  difperfe^  ac- 
cording to  cuilom. 
I  §  XXVIII. 
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^  XXVIIL  The  government  was  now  inacon-CHAP. 
dition  to  fend  ftrong  reinforcements  to  Scotland.^^Jv^ 
Six  thoufand  men  that  were  claimed  of  the  States-    1715. 
General,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  landed  in  England, 
and  began  their  march  for  Edinburgh  :  General  Ca- 
dogan  let  out  for  the  fame  place,  together  with  Bri- 
gadier Petit,  and  iix  other  engineers  :  and  a  train 
of  artillery  was  (hipped  at  the  Tower  for  that  coun- 
try, the  Duke  of  Argyle  refolving  to  drive  the  Eari 
q{  Mar  out  of  Perth,  to  which  town  he  had  retired 
with  the  remains  of  his  forces.     The  Pretender  b^y-'t'-  Jf^Hl^j 
ing  been  amufed  with  the  hope  of  leeing  the~ whole        JS.n. 
kingdom  of  England  rife  up  as  one  man  in  his  be-  "M^^P  — 

half ;  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond  having  made  a  fruit-         ^^  ^  ~ 
lefs  voyage  to  the  weftem coaft,  to  try  the  difpoiitjon         ^7  ^ . 
of  chd  people,  he  was  now  con\'inced  of  the  vanity         ^sxa^uwi 
of  his  expe6ifttion  in  that  quarter  ;  and,  as  he  knew  . — — ^ — ^ 

not  what  other  courfe  to  take,  he  refolved  to  hazard 
his  perlbn  among  ^s  friends,  in  Scotland,  at  a  time 
when  his  affairs  in  that  kingdom  were  abfolutely 
d^^perate.  From  Bretagne  he  polled  through  part 
of  France  in  difguife,  and  embarking  in  a  fmall 
v€^el  at  Dun^kirk,  hired  for  that  purpofe,  arrived 
QP  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  December  at  Peterhead 
with  fix  gentlemen  in  his  re^nue,  one  of  whom  was 
the  Marquis  of  Tinmouth,  fon  to  the  Duke  of  Ber- 
wick. He  palled  through  Aberdeen  incognito,  to 
Fetterofle,  wnere  he  was  met  by  the  Earls  of  Mar 
audi  Marifchal,  and  about  thirty  noblemen  and  gen- 
tilemen  of  the  firll  quality.     Here  he  was  folemnly  •     ^ 

proclaimed  :  his  declaration,  dated  at  Commercy, 
was  pointed  and  circulated  through  all  the  parts  in  * 

tha^  neighbourhood ;  and  he  received  addreiies  froni 
the  ejMfcopal  clergy,  and  the  laity  of  that  eommu- 
luOB .  in  the  diocele  of  Aberdeen.  On  the  fifth  day, 
of  January,  he  made  his  publick  entry  into  Dundee  ? 
Ik^d  on  the  feventh  arrived  at  Scone,  where  he  fcemed 
determined  to  ftay  until  the  ceremony  of  his  corona- 
tion Ihould  .be  performed.     From  thence  he  made 

an 
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B  o  o  K  an  excurfion  to  Perth,  where  he  reviewed  his  forces. 
^^*  Then  he  formed  a  regular  council ;  and  publiihed 
^^j^fix  proclamations ;  one  for  a  general  thankfgiving, 
on  account  of  his  fafe  arrival ;  another  enjoining  the 
minifters  to  pray  for  him  in  churches ;  a  third  efta- 
bliihing  the  currency  of  foreign  coins ;  a  fourth  fum- 
moning  the  meeting  of  the  convention  of  eftates ;  a 
fifth  ordering  all  fenfible  men  to  repair  to  his  ftan- 
dard ;  and  a  fixth,  fixing  the  twenty-third  day  of 
January  for  his  coronation.  He  made  a  pathetick 
fpeech  in  a  grand  council,  at  which  all  the  chiefs  of 
lus  party  affifted.  They  determined,  however,  to 
abandon  the  enterprife,  as  the  King's  army  was  re- 
inforced by  the  Dutch  auxiliaries,  and  they  them-, 
felves  were  not  only  reduced  to  a  fmall  number,  but 
likewife  deftitute  of  money,  arms,  ammunition, 
forage,  and  provifion  ;  for  the  Duke  of  Argyle  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  Burnt-ifland,  and  tranfported  a 
detachment  to  Fife,  fo  as  to  cut  off  Mar's  communis 
cation  with  that  fertile  country. 

§  XXIX.  Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the 
weather,  and  a  prodigious  fell  of  fnow,  which  ren- 
dered the  roads  almoft  impaflable,  the  Duke,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  began  his  march  to 
Dumblaine,  and  next  day  reached  TuUibardine, 
where  he  received  intelligence  that  the  Pretender 
and  his  forces  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  retired 
towards  Dundee.  He  forthwith  took  polifeffion  of 
Perth ;  and  then  began  his  march  to  Aberbrothick, 
in  purfuit  of  the  enemy.  The  Chevalier  de  St. 
—  George,  being  thus  hotly  purfued,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  embark  on  board  a  fmall  French  fhip  thiat 
lay  in  the  harbour  of  Montrofe.  He  was  accompa- 
nied bv  the  Earls  of  Mar  and  Melford,  the  Lord 
Drummond,  Lieutenant-General  Bulkley,  and  other 
perfons  of  diftinftion,  to  the  number  of  feventeen. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  Englifh  cruifers,  they  ftrctchcd 
over  to  Norway,  and  coafting  along  the  German 
and  Dutch  fhores,  arrived  in  five  days  at  Gravelinc. 
i  Generat 
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General  Gordon,  whom  the  Pretender  had  left  com-C  u  a  P. 
mander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  affifted  by  the  Earl^A,^^ 
Marifchal,  proceeded  with  them  to  Aberdeen,  where  x7is*  ' 
he  fecured  three  veflels  to  fail  northward,  and  take 
on  board  the  perfons  who  intended  to  make  their 
efcape  to  the  continent.  Then  they  continued  their 
march  through  Strathfpey  and  Strathdown,  to  the 
hills  of  Badenock,  where  the  common  people  were 
quietly  difmifled.  This  retreat  was  made  with  fuch 
expedition,  that  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  with  all  his 
activity,  could  never  overtake  their  rear^guard, 
which  confided  of  a  thoufand  horfe,  commanded  by 
the  Earl  Marifchal.'^  Such  was  the  iflizc  of  a  rebel- 
lion  that  proved  ^atal  to  many  noble  families :  a  re^ 
Sellion  which,  in  all  probability,  would  never  have 
happened,  had  not  tne  violent  meafures  of  a  Whig 
miniftry  kindled  fuch  a  flame  of  difcontent  in  the 
nation,  as  encouraged  the  partilans  of  the  Pretender 
to  hazard  a  revolt. 

§  XXX.  The  Parliament  of  Ireland,  which  met 
at  Dubhn  on  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  feemed 
even  more  zealous,  if  polfible,  than  that  of  England^ 
for  the  prefent  adminiflration.     They  pailed  bills 
for  recognifing  the  King's  title ;  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  perfon  and  government ;  for  fetting  a  price  on 
the  Pretender's  head ;  and  for  attainting  the  Duke 
of  Ormond.     They  granted  the  fupplies  without  op- 
pofition.     All  thofe   who  had   addrefled  the  late 
Queen  in  favour  of  Sir  Conflantine  Phipps,  then 
LfOrd  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  were  now  brought  upon 
their  knees,  and  cenfured  as  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
privilege.     They  defired  the  Lords- Juflices  would 
iflue  a  proclamation  againfl  the  Popiih  inhabitants 
of  Limerick  and  Galway,  who,  preluming  upon  the 
capitulation  figned  by  King  Wilham,  claimed  an 
exemption  from  the  penalties  impofed  upon  other 
Papiib.     They  engaged  in  an  aifociation  againfl  the 
Pretender,  and  all  his  abettors.     They   voted   the 
£arl  of  Anglefey  an  enemy  to  the  King  and  king^ 
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BOO  Kdom,  becaufe  he  advifed  the  Qwcji?  to  br4ak  tlw 
^^'  army,  and  prorogue  the  kte  Parliaftient ;  and  they 
"^""^addrefled  the  King  to  remove  him  from  his  coiincil 
and  fervice.  The  Lords- Jiaftices  granted  orders  for 
apprehending  the  Earls  of  Antrim  and  Weftmeath, 
the  Lords  Natterville,  Cahir,  and  Dillon,  as  perfons 
fiifpefied  of  dilaiFedtion  to  the  government.  Then 
they  adjourned  the  two  Houfes. 

I  XXXL  The  King,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Eng- 
lilh  Parliament,  which  met  on  the  ninth  of  January, 
told  them  he-  had  reafon  to  ■  believe  the  Pretender 
was  landed  in  Scotland  :  he  congratulated  therti  On 
the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  fupprefling  the  rebellion : 
on.  the  conclufion  of  the  barrier  treaty  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  States-General,  under  his  guaran- 
tee ;  on  a  convention  with  Spain  that  would  deliver 
the  trade  of  England  to  that  kingdom,  from  the  new 
impofitions  and  hardfhips  to  which  it  was  fubj.e(ftcd 
in  confequence  of  the  late  treaties.  He  likewiie 
gave  them  to  underftand,  tliat  a  treaty  for  renewing 
all  former  alliances  between  the  Crown  of  Grcat- 
Brttain  and  the  States  General  was  almoft  concluded  j 
and  he  aflured  the  Commons  he  would  freely  give 
up  all  the  eftates  that  Ihould  become  forfeit:ed  to  the 
Crown  by  this  rebellion,  to  be  apphed  towards  de- 
ftaying  the  extraordinary  expence  incurred  on  this 
occafion.  The  Commons,  in  tlieir  addrefs  of  thanks, 
declared  that  they  would  profecute,  in  the  moft  vi- 
gorous and  impartial  manner,  the  authors  of  thofc 
deftruitive  councils  which  had  drawn  down  fuch 
miferies  upon  the  nation.  Their  refolutions  were 
fpcedy,  and  exa<illy  conformable  to  this  declaration. 
They  expelled  Mr.  Forfter  from  the  Houfe.  They 
forthwith  impeached  the  Earls  of  Dcrwentwater, 
Nithfdale,  Carnwath,  and  Wintbun  ;  Lords  Wid- 
drington,  Kenmtur,  and  Nairn.  Thefe  noblemen 
being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
heard  the  articles  of  impeachment  read  on  the  tenth 
^y  of  January,  and  were  ordered  to  put  in  their 

anfwcrs 
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aniWers  on  the  lixteenth.  The  impeacbotehts  bdngc  h  a  p, 
lodged^  the  Lower  Houfe  ordered  a  oill  to  be  brougbt^^V^ 
in  nx  continuing  the  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Cor-*^'^^^^;^/ ' 
pus  A<^ :  then  they  prepared  another  to  attaint  the 
Marquis  of  Tullibardine^  the  Earls  of  Mar  and  lan^ 
lithgow,  and  Lord  John  Drummond.  On  the 
twenty-firil  day  of  January,  the  King  gave  the  Royal 
aflent  to  the  biD  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  AA.  He  told,  the  ParHanicnt  that 
the  Pretender  was  actually  in  Scotland,  heading  the 
rebellion,  and  aiTuming  the  ilyle  and  title  of  King 
of  thefe  realms;  he  demanded  of  the.  Commons 
fuch  fupply  as  might  difi:ourage  any  foreign  power 
from  aiMing  the  lebels.  On  Thiiniky  the  nine^ 
teenth  day  of  January,  all  the  impeadied  Lords 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  articles  exhibited  againft  them^ 
except  the  Earl  of  Wintoun,  who  petitioned  for  m 
longer  time,  on  various  pretences.  The  reft  received 
fentence  of  death,  on  the  ninth  day  of  February,  in 
the  court  eredled  in  Weftnunfter-hall,  where  the 
Jjotd  Chancellor  Cowper  prefided  as  Lcmi  Higb* 
Steward  on  that  occanon.  The  Coimtefs  of  Nidif- 
dale  and  Lady  Nairn  threw  themielves  at  the  King's 
feet,  as  he  pailed  through  the  apartments  of  the 
palace,  and  implored  his  mercy  in  behalf  of  their 
hufbands:  but  their  tears  and  entreaties  produced 
no  efFedl.  The  coimcil  rcfolved  that  the  fentence 
fhould  be  executed,  and  orders  were  given  for  that 
purpofe  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and  the 
Sboriifs  of  London  and  Middlefex. 

^  XXXIL  The  Countefs  of  Derwentwater,  with 
her  filler,  accompanied  by  the  Duchefles  of  Cleve- 
land and  Bolton,  and  feveral  other  Ladies  of  the  iird 
dittindHon,  was  introduced  by  the  Dukes  of  Rich- 
mond and  St.  Alban's  into  the  King's  bed-chambery 
where  (he  invoked  his  Majefty's  clemency  for  her 
imfbrtunate  confort.  She  afterwards  repaired  to  the 
lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Peer^;,  attended  by  the  Xiadies 
of  the  other  condemned  Lords,  and  above  twenty^ 

yoi4  II.  Z  others 
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"^      BO  oK^ers  of  the  fame  quality,  arid  begged  the  intercef- 

n.     (ion  of  the  Houfe  :  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  their 

■^y^petition.     Next  day,  they  petitioned  both  Houfes 

of  Parliament,    The  Commons  rejeded  their  fuit. 

I  In  the  Upper  Houfe,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  deli- 

"^  vered  a  petition  from  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  to 

^  whom  he  was  nearly  related,  at  the  fame  time  de- 

^  daring  that  he  himfelf  Ihould  oppofe  his  foUicitation. 

^  The  Earl  of  Derby  exprefled  fome  compaifion  for 

1|^  the  numerous  femily  of  Lord  Nairn.     Petitions  from 

^  the  reft  were  prefented  by  other  Lords,  moved  with 

t^  pity  and  humanity.     Lord  Townlhend  and  others 

I  vehemently  oppofed  their  being  read.     The  Earl 

I  of  Nottingham  thought  this  indulgence  might  be 

t  granted :   the .  Houfe  aflented  to  his  opinion  ;  and 

^  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  praying  his  Majefty  would  re- 

^  prieve    fuch   of  the   condemned  Lords  as  ihould 

fcem  to  defenre  his  mcrcjr.    To  this  petition  the 

»  King  anfwered,  That  on  this,  and  all  other  occaGons, 

xi  ,  I  he  would  do  what  he,  thought  moil  confiftcnt  with 
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the  dignity,  of  his  crown  and  the  fafety  of  his  people. 

The  Earl  df  Nottingham,  Prefident  of  the  Council^ 

his  brother  the  Earl  of  Ayleibury,  Chancellor  of 

^  '    the  Duchy  of  Lancafter,  his  fon  Lord  Finch,  one 

^      of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,   his  kinfinan  Lord 

\j  Guernfey,  Mafter  of  the  Jewel-office,  were  altoge- 

"^  ther  difnufled  from  his  Majefty's  fervice.     Orders 

>^  ^.  were  difpatched  for  executing  the  Earls  of  Derwent- 

,  v^;^  water  and  Nithfdale,  and  the  Vifcount  of  Kenmuir, 

Si  M^         immediately ;  the  others  were  refpited  to  the  fevcnth 

-5^  day  of  March.     Nithfdale  made  his  efcape  in  wo- 

vi  "^  man's  apparel,  fiimiflied  and  conveyed  to  him  by 

r:vT    *  his  own  mother,    On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Fe- 

^      I  bruary,  Derwentwater  and  Kenmuir  were  beheaded 

/i  L  on  Tower-hill.    The  former  was  an  amiable  youth, 

^  brave,  open,  generous,  hofpitable,  and  humane.    His 

fete  drew  tears  from  the  fpedlators,  and  was  a  great 

misfortune  to  the  country  in  which  he  hved.    He 

gave  bread  to  multitudes  of  people  whom  he  em- 

[doyed 
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ployed  on  his  eflate  :  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  theC  HAP. 
.oq)han  rejoiced  iji  his  bounty.     Kenmuir  was  a  vir-  ^^V- 
tuous   nobleman,  calm,  feniible,   refolute,  and  re-    jy^. 
iigned.     He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  EnglifliAnnaii. 
church  ;  but  the  other  died  in  the  faith  of  Rome  :pa{{cn!''^* 
both  adhered  to  their  political  principles.     On  theDebttes  ia 
fifteenth  day  of  March,  Wintoun  was  brought  to^Yj*,*J|* 
trial,    and  being   convidled   received    fentence    ofstaie 
death.  Triaii. 

§  XXXIII.  When  the  King  pafled  the  land-taxAn,  1714, 
bill,  which  was  ulhered  in  with  a  very  extraordinary 
preamble,  he  informed  both  Houfes  of  the  Preten- 
der's flight  from  Scotland.  In  the  beginning  of 
April,  a  commiflion  for  trying  the  rebels  met  in  the  * 
■court  of  Common-Pleas,  when  bills  of  high-treafon  • 
were  found  againfl  Mr.  Forfter,  Mackintofh,  and 
twenty  of  their  confederates.  Forfter  efcaped  from 
Newgate,  and  reached  the  Continent  in  fatety :  the 
reft  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  were  indulged  with 
time  to  prepare  for  their  trials.  The  judges,  ap- 
pointed to  try  the  rebels  at  Liverpool,  found  a  con- 
iiderable  number  guilty  of  high-treafon.  Two-and- 
twenty  were  executed  at  Prefton  and  Manchefter: 
about  a  thoufand  prifoners  fubmitted  to  the  King's 
mercy,  and  petitioned  for  tranfportation.  Pitts, 
the  keeper  of  Newgate,  being  fufpei^cd  of  having 
connived  at  Forfter's  efcape,  was  tned  for  his  life  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  acquitted.  Notwithftanding 
this  profecution,  which  ought  to  have  redoubled 
the  vigilance  of  the  jailers,  Brigadier  Mackintofh, 
and  feveral  other  prifoners,  broke  from  Newgate, 
after  having  mattered  the  keeper,  and  turnkey,  and 
difarmed  the  fenrinel.  The  court  proceeded  with 
the  trials  of  thofe  that  remained  ;  and  a  great  num- 
ber were  found  guilty  :  four  or  five  were  hanged, 
dmwn,  and  quartered,  at  Tyburn  :  and  among  thefe 
was  one  WiUiam  Paul,  a  clergyman,  who,  in  his  - 
lafl:  fpeech,  profefled  himfelf  atrue  andfincere  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  England,  but  not  of  the  revo- 

z  2  lution 
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BOOK  lution  fchifmatical  Church,  whofe  Bifhops  had  aban- 

^i^|v^doned  the  King,    and  Ihamefiilly   given  up  their 

,7,6.    ecclefiaftical  rights,  by  fubmitting  to  the  unlawful, 

invalid,  lay-deprivations  authorifed  by  the  Prince  of 

Orange. 

§  XXXIV. Though  the  rebellion  was  extinguifhcd, 
the  flame  of  national  diflatisfa6lion  ftill  conrinued 
to  rage :  the  feverities  exercifed  againft  the  rebels 
increafed  the  general  difcontent :  for  now  the  dan- 
ger was  blown  over  their  humane  paffions  began  to 
prevail.     The  courage  and  fortitude  with  which  the 
condemned  perfons  encountered  the  pains  of  death 
m  its  m&ft  dreadful  form,  prepoflefled  many  fpec- 
^-4fttors  in  favour  of  the  caufe  by  which  thofe  unhappy 
vidlims  were  animated.     In  a  word,  perfccution,  as 
ufual,    extended    the  herefy.    The    miniftry,  per- 
ceiving   this  univerfal  diflatisfaftion,   and  dreading 
the  revolution  of  a  new  Parliament,  which  might 
wreft  the  power  from  their  faftion,  and  retort  upon 
them  the  \iolence  of  their  own  meafurcs,  formed  a 
refolution  equally  odious  and  effectual  to  cftablifh 
their  adminiflration.     This  was    no   other  than  a 
fcheme  to  repeal  the  triennial  a6t^  and  by  a  new  Jaw 
to  extend  the  term  of  Parliaments  to  feycn  Tears-, 
On  the  tenth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Devonlliirc 
reprefentcd,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that  triennial 
ele^ions  ferved  to  keep  up  party  divifions  ;  to  raife 
and  foment  feuds  in  private  families  ;  to  produce 
ruinous  expences,  and  give  occafion  to  the  cabals 
and  intrigues  of  foreign  Princes :  that  it  became  the 
wifdom  of  fuch  an  augull  aflembly,  to  apply  proper 
remedies  to  an  evil  that  might  be  attended  with  the 
moft  dangerous  confequerices,  efpecially  in  the  pre- 
fent  temper  of  the  nation,  as  the  fpirit  of  rebellion 
liill   remained    unconqucred.     He,    therefore,  pro- 

i>ofed  a  bill  for  enlarging  the   continuance  of  Par- 
iaments.     He  was  feconded  by  the  Earls  of  Dorfet 
and  Rockingham,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Towti- 
Ihend,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  that  party.    The  mo- 
6  tion 
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tion  was  oroofed  by  the  Earls  of  Nottinjgham,  Abing-  chap. 
don,  and  Paulet.  They  obferved,  that  frequent  ^V^- 
Parliaments  were  required  by  the  fundamental  con-  ,7x6. 
ititution  of  the  kingdom,  afcertained  in  the  pradice 
of  many  ages :  that  the  members  of  the  Lower 
Houfe  were  chofen  by  the  body  of  the  nation,  for  a 
certain  term  of  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
they  could  be  no  longer  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, who,  by  the  Parliament's  protra6ling  its  own 
authority  wovdd  be  deprived  of  the  only  remedy 
which  they  have  againft  thofe  who,  through  ignorance 
or  corruption, betrayed  the  truft  repofed  in  them:  that 
the  reafons  in  fevour  of  fuch  a  bill  were  weak  and  fri- 
volous: that,  with  refpcdl  to  foreign  alliances,  no 
Prince  or  State  could  reafonably  depend  upon  a  people 
to  defend  their  liberties  and  interefts,  who  fliould  be 
thought  to  have  given  up  fo  great  a  part  of  their  own: 
nor  woidd  it  be  prudent  in  them  to  wifh  for  a  change 
in  that  confiitution  under  which  Europe  had  of  late 
been  fo  powerfully  fupported  :  on  the  contrary,  they 
might  be  deterred  from  entering  into  any  engage- 
ments with  Great-Britain,  when  informed  by  3xe 
preamble  of  the  bill,  that  the  Popifti  fadlion  was  fo 
dangerous  as  to  threaten  deftru<ftion  to  the  govern- 
IHtnt :  they  would  apprehend  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  was  fo  weak  as  to  want  fo  extraordinary  a  pro- 
vifion  for  its  fafety  :  that  the  gentlemen  of  Britain 
were  not  to  be  trufted  ;  and  that  the  good  afFe6lioM 
of  the  people  were  reftrained  within  the  hmits  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  affirmed  that  this 
bill,  far  from  preventing  the  expence  of  elecftions, 
would  rather  increafc  it,  and  encourage  every  fpe- 
cies  of  corruption ;  for  the  vahie  of  a  feat  would 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  duration  of  a  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  the  purchafe  would  rife  accordingly  : 
that  a  long  Parhament  would  yield  a  greater  ten^pta- 
tion,  as  wcU  as  a  better  opportunity  to  a  vicious 
miniftry,  to  corrupt  the  members, .  than  they  could 
poflibly  have  when  the  Parhaments  were  (hort  and  . 

frequent ; 
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BOO  K  frequent :  that  the  fame  reafons  urged  for  paffing 
.^J^J\^the  bill  to  continue  this  Parliament  for  feven  years 
1716.  would  be  at  leaft  as  ftrong,  and  by  the  conduct  of 
the  miniftry,  might  be  made  much  ftronger  before 
the  end  of  that  term,  for  continuing,  and  even  per- 
petuating their  legiflative  power,  to  the  abfolute  lub- 
verfion  of  the  third  eftate  of  the  realm.  Thefe  ar- 
guments ferved  only  to  form  a  decent  debate,  after 
which  the  bill  for  feptennial  Parliaments  pafled  by  a 
great  majority  ;  though  twentj^*  Peers  entered  a  pro- 
teft.  It  met  with  the  fame  fate  in  the  Lower  Houfe, 
where  many  ftrong  obje6tions  were  ftated  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  They  were  reprefented  as  the  effects  of  party 
fpleen  ;  and,  indeed,  this  was  the  great  fpring  of  ac- 
tion on  both  fides.  The  queftion  for  the  bill  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  ;  and  in  a  little  time  it  received 
the  Royal  fandtion. 

§  XXXV.  The  rebellion  being  utterly  quelled, 
and  all  the  fufpe6led  perfons  of  confequence  detained 
in  fafe  cuftody,  the  King  refolved  to  vifit  his  Ger- 
man dominions,  where  he  forefaw  a  ftorm  gathering 
from  the  quarter  of  Sweden.  Charles  XII.  was  ex- 
tremely exafperated  againft  the  Elector  of  Hanover, 
for  having  entered  into  the  confederacy  againft  him 
in  his  abfence,  particularly  for  his  having  purchafed 
the  duchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  which  confti- 
tuted  part  of  his  dominions ;  and  he  breathed  no- 
thing but  revenge  againft  the  King  of  Great-Britain. 
It  was  with  a  view  to  avert  this  danger,  or  prepare 
againft  it,  that  the  King  now  determined  upon  a 
voyage  to  the  continent.  But  as  he  was  reftriftcd 
from  leaving  his  Britifti  dominions,  bv  the  zA  for 
the  further  limitation  of  the  Crown,  tnis  claufe  was 
repealed  in  a  new  bill  that  pafled  through  both 
Houfes  without  the  leaft  difficult}^  On  the  twenty- 
lixth  day  of  June,  the  King  clofed  the  felBon  with  a 
fpeech  upon  the  ufual  topicks,  in  which,  however, 
he  obferved,  that  the  numerous  inftances  of  mercy 
he  had  (hewn,  ferved  only  to  encourage  the  fa<ftion 

of 
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of  the  Pretender,  whofe  partifans  a6bed  with  fuchCHAP. 
infolence  and  folly, .  as  if  they  intended  to  convince^^JJ;^^ 
the  world  that  they  were  not  to  be  reclaimed  by    X7i6. 
gentle  methods.     He  intimated  his  purpofe  of  vifit^ 
ing  hia  dominions  in  Grermany ;  and  gave  them  td 
underftand,  that  he  had  conftituted  his  beloved  foh, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  guardian  of  the  kingdom  iii 
his  abfence.     About  this  period.  General  Macart^ 
ney,  who  had  returned  to  England  at  the  acceflion 
of  King  Greorge,  prefented  himfelf  to  trial  for  the 
murther  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.    The  depofition 
of  Colonel  Hamilton  was  contradicted  by  two  park^ 
keepers :  the  Gene^  was  acquitted  of  the  cmtrge^ 
reftored  to  his  rank  in  the  army,  and  gratified  with 
the  command  of  a  regiment.    The  King's  brother 
Prince  Erneft,  Bifliop   of  Ofnabruck,  was   created 
Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and  Earl  of  Ulfter. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  his  brother  the.  Earl  of 
Day,  to  whom  his  Majefty  owed,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  his  peaceable  acceffion  to  the  throne,  as  well 
as  the  extinction  of  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  were 
now  difiniiled  from  all  their  employments.     General 
Carpenter  fucceeded  the  Duke  in  the  chief  command 
of  tne  forces  in  North-Britain,  and  in  the  govemment 
of  Port-Mahon;  and  the  Duke  of  Montrofe   was 
appointed  Lord-Regifter  of  Scotland  in  the  room  of 
the  Earl  of  Hay. 

§  XXXVI.  On  the  feventh  day  of  July,  the  King 
embarked  at  Gravefend,  landed  on  the  ninth  in 
Hcdland^  through  which  he  pafled  incognito  to 
Hanover,  and  from  thence  fet  out  for  Pyrmont. 
His  aim  was  to  fecure  his  German  dominions  from 
the  Swede,  and  Great-Britain  from  the  Pretender, 
Thefe  two  Princes  had  already  begun  to  form  a  de- 
(ign,  in  conjunction,  of  invading  his  kingdom.  He 
knew  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  refolvcd  to  afcend 
the  throne  of  France,  in  cafe  the  young  King,  who 
was  a  fickly  child,  (hould  die  without  male  iflue. 
The  Recent  was  not  ignorant  that  Philip  of  Spain 

would 


&i4  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

«B  6  olcwjuld  powerfully  conteil  that  fucccffion,  notwith* 
II-      {landing  his  renunciation;  and  he  was  glad  of  an 

^•^^J^opportuhity  to  flxengthen  his  intereft  by  an  alliance 
vnm  the  maritime  powers  of  England  and  Holland. 
The  King  of  England  founded  him  on  this  fubjedl, 
and  found  him  eager  to  engage  in  fuch  an  aflbda- 
tion.  The  negocialion  was  carried  on  by  General 
Cadogan  for  England,  the  Abb6  du  Bois  for*France, 
end  tlie  Penfionary  Heinfius  for  the  States-General-. 
The  Regent  readily  complied  with  all  their  demands. 
He  engaged  that  the  Pretender  fhould  immediately 
depart  from  Avignon  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Alps^ 
and  never  return  to  Lorraine  or  France  on  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever:  that  no  rebellious  fubje^s  of 
Great-Britain  (hould  be  allowed  to  refide  in  that 
kingdom :  and  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht^  with  re- 
fpeS  to  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  fhould  be  fully 
executed  to  the  fatisfa6lion  of  his  Britannick  Ma* 
jefty.  The  treaty  contained  a  mutual  guarantee  of 
all  the  places  pclfleflcd  by  the  contracting  powers : 
of  the  Proteftant  fucceflion  on  the  throne  of  Eng^ 
land,  as  well  as  of  that  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to 
the  crown  of  France ;  and  a  defenfive  alliance,  fli*. 
pulating  the  proportion  of  (hips  and  forces  to  be  fiur- 
niftied  to  that  power  which  fhould  be  difturbed  at 
home  or  invaded  firom  abroad.  The  Englilh  peo- 
ple murmured  at  this  treaty.  They  faid  an  imne^ 
ceffary  umbrage  wzs  given  to  Spain,  with  which  the 
nation  had  great  commercial  connexions  ;  and  that 
on  pretence  of  an  invafion,  a  body  of  foreign  troops 
might  be  introduced  to  enflave  the  kingdom. 

§  XXXVII.  His  Majefty  was  not  to  fuccefsfiil  in 
his  endeavours  to  appeafe  the  King  of  Sweden,  who 
refufed  to  liften  to  any  overtures  until  Bremen  and 
Verden  fhould  be  reftored.  Thefe  the  Elecftor  of 
Hanover  refolved  to  keep  as  a  fair  purchafc ;  and 
he  engaged  in  a  confederacy  with  die  enemies  of 
Charles,  for  the  maintenance  of  this  acquifition^ 
Meanwhile  his  rupture  with  Sweden  was  extremely 
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prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  England^  and  hadCH  a  p. 
well  mgh  entailed  upon  the  kingdom  another  inva-  '- 
fion,  much  more  formidable  than  that  which  had^*'^^'^^ 
fo  lately  mifcarried.  The  minifters  of  Sweden  refi- 
dent  at  London,  Paris,  and  the  Hague,  maintained 
a  correfpondence  with  the  difaiFeded  fubjedls  of 
Great-Britain.  A  fcheme  was  formed  for  the  Swe- 
difh  King*s  landing  on  this  iiland  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces,  where  he  ihould  be  joined  by  the 
malcontents  of  the  united  kingdom.  Charles  re- 
liihed  the  enterprise,  which  flattered  his  ambition 
and  revenge  :  nor  was  it  difagreeable  to  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy,  who  refented  the  Ele6i:or*s  offer  of  joining 
the  Swede  againfl  the  Ruffians,  provided  he  would 
ratify  the  ceffion  of  Bremen  and  Verden.  King 
George  having  received  intimation  of  thefe  intrigues, 
returned  to  England  towards  the  end  of  January ; 
and  ordered  a  detachment  of  foot  guards  to  fecure 
Count  Gyllenburg,  the  Swediffi  miniiler,  with  all 
his  papers.  At  the  fame  time.  Sir  Jacob  Bancks 
and  Mr.  Charles  Caefar  were  apprehended.  The 
other  foreign  minifters  took  the  alarm,  and  remon- 
firated  to  the  miniftry  upon  this  outrage  committed 
againft  the  law  of  nations.  The  two  Secretaries, 
Stanhope  and  Methuen,  wrote  circular  letters  to 
them,  ailiiring  them  that  in  a  day  or  two  they  ihould 
be  acquainted  with  the  reafons  that  induced  the  King 
to  take  fuch  an  extraordinary  ftep.  They  were 
generally  fatisfied  with  this  intimation  :  but  the 
Marquis  de  Monteleone,  Ambaffador  firom  Spain, 
cxprefled  his  concern,  that  no  other  way  could  be 
found  toprefervc  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  without 
arrefting  the  perfon  of  a  publick  minifter,  and  feiadng 
all  his  papers,  which  were  the  facred  repolitories  of 
his  maftefs  fecrets  :  he  obferved,  that  in  whatever 
manner  thefe  two  fadb  might  feem  to  be  underftood, 
they  very  fenfibly  wounded  the  law  of  nations.. 
About  the  fame  time  Baron  Gorte,  the  Swedifh  refi- 
dentiary  in  Holland^  was  iieised  with  his  papers  at 
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BOO  K  Arnheim,  at  tRe  delire  of  King  George,  communi- 
^JJ^^^cated  to  the  States  by  Mr.  Leathes,  his  minifter  at 
,71^.  the  Hague.  The  Baron  owned  he  had  projedled  the 
invafion,  a  defign  that  was  juftified  by  the  condu<9: 
of  King  George,  who  had  joined  the  Princes  in  con- 
federacy againft  the  King  of  Sweden,  without  having 
received  the  leaft  provocation ;  who  had  affifted  the 
King  of  Denmark  in  fubduing  the  duchies  of  Bre- 
men and  Verden,  and'  then  purchafed  them  of  the 
Ufurper ;  and  who  had,  in  the  courfe  of  this  very 
fummer,  fent  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  fhips  to  the  Bal- 
tick,  where  it  joined  the  Danes  and  Ruffians  againft 
the  Swedifh  fleet. 

§  XXXVIIL   When  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  met  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  the 
King  informed  them  of  the  triple  alliance  he  had 
concluded  with  France  and  Holland.      He  men- 
tioned the  projedled  invafion  ;  told  them  he  had 
given  orders  for  laying  before  them  copies  of  the 
letters  which  had  paiJed  between  the  Scottifh  mini- 
fters  on  that  fubjedl ;  and  he  demanded  of  the  Com- 
mons fuch  fupplies  as  (hould  be  found  neceflary  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom.     By  thofe  papers  it 
appeared  that  the  fcheme  projected  by  Baron  Grortz 
was  very  plaufible,  and  even  ripe  for  execution  ; 
which,  however,    was    poftponed  until   the    army 
Ihould  be  reduced,  and  the  Dutch  auxiliaries  fent 
back  to  their  own  country.     The  letters  being  read 
in  Parliament,  both  Houfes  prefented  addrefles,.in 
which  they  extolled  the   King's  prudence  in   efta- 
blifhing  fuch  conventions  with  foreign  potentates  as 
might  repair  the  giofs  defeds,  and  prevent  the  per- 
nicious confequences  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which 
they  termed  a  treacherous  and  diflionourable  peace ; 
and  they  exprefled  their  horror  and  indignation  at 
the  nialice  and  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  had  encou- 
raged an  invafion  of  their  country.     He  likewife  re- 
ceived an  addrefs  of  the  fame  kind  from  the  conven- 
tion ;  another  from  the  diflenti^ig  minifters ;  a  third 
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from  the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge  ;  but  Oxford  was  chap, 
not  fo  lavifh  of  her  compliments.    At  a  meeting  of      i- 
the  Vice-Chancellor  and  heads  of  that  vmiverfity,  a^"'^'^^^ 
motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  on  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  late  unnatural  rebellion,  his  Ma- 
jclty's  fafe  return,  and  the  favour  lately  fhewn  to 
the  univeriity,   in  omitting,    at  their  requeft,  the 
ceremony  of  burning  in  effigy  the  devil,  the  Pope, 
the  Pretender,  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  Earl 
of  Mar,    on  the  anniverfary  of  his  Majefty's  ac- 
ceffion.     Dr.   Smalridge,    Bifliop  of  Bnflol,  obfer- 
Ted,  that  the  rebellion  had  been  long  fupprefled : 
that  there  would  be  no  end  of  addreflcs,  fhould  one 
be  prefented  every  time  his  Majefty  returned  from 
his  German  dominions ;  that  the  late  &vour  they 
liad  received  was  overbalanced  by.  a  whole  regiment 
now  quartered  upon  them  :  and  that  there  was  no 
precedent  for  addreffing  a  King  upon  his  return  from 
his  German  domimons.  The  Univeriity  thought  they 
had  reafon  to*  complain  of  the  little  re^d  paid  to 
their  remonftrances,  touching  a  riot  raifed  m  that 
city  by  the  foldiers  there  quartered,  on  pretence  that 
the  anniverfary  of  the  Prince's  birth-day  had  not 
been  otlebrated  with  the  ufual  rejoicings.    Affidavits 
had  been  fent  up  to  the  council,  which  feemed  to 
favour  the   officers  of  the  regiment.      When  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  deliberated  upon  the  mutiny-bill, 
by  which  the  foldiers  were  exempted  from  arreft  for 
debts,  complaint  was  made  of  their  licentious  beha* 
viour  at  Oxford  ;  and  a  motion  was  made,  that  they 
fliould  inquire  into  the  riot.     The  Lords  prefented 
an  addrefs  to  the  Queen,  defiring  that  the  papers 
relating  to  that  affair  might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
Thefe  being  perufed,  were  found  to  be  recrimina- 
tions between  the  Oxonians  and  the  officers  of  the 
regiment.     A  warm  debate  enfued,  during  which 
the  Earl  of  Abingdon  offered  a  petition  from  the 
Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Univeriity,  the  mayor  and 
xnagiftrates  of  Oxford,  praying  to  be  heard.     One 
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BOO  Kof  the  Court  members  obfen'ing  that  it  would  be 
^^      irregular  to  receive  a  petition  while  the  Houfe  was 

^^^^^^[T^i"   *  grand  committee,  a  motion  was   made,  that 
the  chairman  (hould  leave  the  chair ;  but  this  being 
carried  in  the  negative,    the  debate  was  refumed, 
and  the  majority  agreed  to  the  following  refolutions  : 
That  the  heads  of  the  univerfity,  and  mayor  of  the 
city,  negle<fted  to  make  publick  rejoicings  on  the 
Prince's,  birth-day :    That  the  officers  hav^ing  njet 
to  celebrate  that  day,  the  houfe  in  which  they  bad 
aflembled   was   aflaulted,   and  the    windows    were 
broken  by  the  rabble  :    That  this  aflaiilt  was  the 
beginning    and  occafion  of  the  riots  that  enfued : 
That  the  condudl  of  the  Major  feemed  well  juftified 
by  the  affidavits  produced  on  his  part;  That  the 
printing  and  pubUlhing  the  depofitions,  upon  which 
the  complaints  relating  to  the  riots  at  Oxford  were 
founded,  while  that  matter  was  under  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Lords  of  the  committee  of  the  council, 
before  they  had  time  to  come  to  toy  refolution 
touching  the  fame,   was  irregular,   difrefpecftful  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  tending  to  fedition.     An 
inquiry  of  this  nature,  fo  managed,  did  not  much 
redound  to  the  honour  of  fuch  an  auguft  aflembly. 
An.  1717.      ^  XXXIX.     The   Commons  palled  a  bill,  pro- 
hibiting all  commerce  with  Sweden,  a  branch  of 
trade  which  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
Englifti  merchants.     They  voted  ten  thoufand  fea- 
men  for  the  enfuing  year  ;  granted  about  a  million 
for  the  maintenance  of  guards,  garrifons,  and  land- 
forces  ;  and   pafled  the  bill  relating  to  mutiny  and 
\      defertion.       The    Houfe   likewife   voted  four-and- 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  payment  of  four 
battalions  of  Munfterand  two  of  Saxe-Gotha,  which 
the  King  had  taken  into  his  fen^ice,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  fuch   as  might  be,    during  the  rebellion, 
drawn  from  the  garrifons   of  the  States-General  to 
tbeaffiftance  of  England.     This  vote,  •  however,  was 
not  carried  without  a  violent  debate.    The  demand 
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was  inveighed  againft  as  an  impofition,  feeing  noCHAP. 
troops  had  ever  ferved.     A  motion  was  made  for      ^' 
an  addrcfs,  defiring  that  the  inftru<5lions  of  thofe^'^^^^^^T^ 
who  concluded  the  treaties  might  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe :  but  this  was  over-raled  by  the  majority.*  , 

The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  three  (hil- 
lings in  the  poimd,  and  a  malt-tax.  What  the 
Commons  had  given  was  not  thought  fufficicnt  for 
the  expencc  of  the  year  ;  therefore  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanhope  brought  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty,  de- 
manding an  extraordinary  fupply,  that  he  might  be 
the  better  enabled  to  fecure  his  kingdoms  againft 
the  danger  tvith  which  they  were  threatened  from 
Sweden ;  and  he  moved  that  a  fupply  fhould  be 
gnnted  to  his  Majefty  for  this  purpofe.  Mr.  Ship- 
pen  obfcrved  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the  King 
was  as  little  acquainted  with  the  Parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings as  with  the  language  of  the  country  :  that 
the  mdfege  was  unparliamentary  and  unprecedented  ; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  penned  by  fome  foreign  mini- 
fter  r  he  faid  he  had  been  often  told  that  fiis  Majefty 
had  retrieved  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the 
nation  5  a  truth  which  appeared  in  the  flouriftiing 
condition  of  trade  ;  1>ut  that  the  fupply  demanded 
feemed  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  glorious  advan- 
tages which  his  Majefty  had  obtained  for  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Hungerford,  who 
declared  that  for  his  part  he  could  not  underrtand 
what  occifion  there  was  for  new  alliances  ;  much 
Icfs  that  they  fhould  be  purchafed  with  money.  Ha 
exprefled  his  furprife  tliat  a  nation  fo  lately  the 
terror  of  Fnmce  and  Spain  (hould  now  feem  to  fear 

•  This  yeir  was  rendered  famous  by  «i  complete  victory  which  Prince 
Eugene  obtatnetl  over  the  Turk*  at  Peterv^aradin  upon  the  Danube*  • 

T'lic  battle  was  fought  on  the  fifth  day  of  Augnft.  The  Imperial  army 
did  not  excetd  fixiy  ihoufand  men  :  thit  of  the  infi  'rls  amounted  to 
one  huodird  and  ^fry  thoufand^  commanded  by  the  Grand  ViHry 
who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  engagenurnr.  The  Inlidels  were 
fo  a]!y  i,Uft!iU:d,  v«ith  the  lofs  of  ali  then  tents,  artlHciy  and  baggage  { 
fa  that  the  TiAors  obtained  an  imntenfe  booty. 
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B  o  o  Kfo  inconfiderate  an  enemy  as  the  King  of  Sweden. 
^^-     The  motion  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Bofcawen,  Sir 

^"''^^I^ Gilbert  Heathcote  and  others  ;  but  fome  of  the 
Whigs  fpoke  againft  it ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole 
was  lifent.  The  Speaker,  and  Mr.  Smith,  one  of 
the  tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  oppofed  this  unparha- 
mentary  way  of  demanding  the  fupply  :  the  former 
propofed  that  part  of  the  army  Ihould  be  difbanded, 
and  the  money  appUed  towards  the  making  good  fu^h 
new  engagements  as  were  deemed  neceflary*  After 
feveral  fucceffive  debates,  the  refolution  for  a  fupply 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  four  voices. 

§  XL.  The  miniftry  was  now  divided  within  it- 
felf.  Lord  Townfhend  had  been  removed  from  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland  ;  and  he  was  now  Ukewife  dif- 
mifled  from  the  place  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. Mr.  Robert  Walpole  refigned  his  polls  of 
Firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  :  his  example  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Pulteney,  Secretary  at  War,  and  Mr.  Methuen^  Se- 
cretary of  State.  When  the  affair  of  the  fupply  was 
refumed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr.  Stanhope 
made  a  motion  for  granting  two  hundred  and  fifty 
ihouiand  pounds  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Pulteney 
obferved,  that  having  refigned  his  place,  he  might 
now  adl  with  the  freedom  becoming  an  Englifhman  : 
he  declared  againft  the  manner  of  granting  the  fup- 
ply, as  unparliamentary  and  unprecedented.  He  faid 
he  could  not  perfuade  himfelf  that  any  Englifhman 
advifed  his  Majefty  to  fend  fuch  a  meffage  ;  but  he 
doubted  not  the  refolution  of  a  Britifh  Parliament 
would  make  a  Grerman  Miniftry  tremble.  'Mr.  Stan- 
hope having  harangued  the  Houfe  in  vindication  of 
the  Miniftry,  Mr.  Smith  anfwered  every  article  of 
his  fpeech  :  he  affirmed,  that  if  an  eftimate  of  the 
condudt  of  the  Miniftry  in  relation  to  affairs  abroad 
was  to  be  made  from  a  comparifon  of  their  condu6l 
at  home,  they  would  not  appear  altogether  fo  fiiult- 
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kfa  as  they  were  reprcfented.  *^  Was  it  not  a  mif-C  hap. 
"  take  (faid  he)  not  to  preferve  the  peace  at  home,^_/^^^. 
"  after  the  King  had  afcended  the  throne  witli  the*  17,7. 
"  uniyerial  applaufe  and  joyful  acclamations  of  all 
*^  his  fubjedls  ?  Was  it  not  a  miftake,  upon  the 
*'  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  not  to  ifliie  a  pro- 
*^  clamation,  to  offer  pardon  to  fuch  as  {bould  return 
^^  home  peaceably,  according  to  the  cuftom  on  for- 
**  mer  occafions  of  the  fame  nature  ?  Was  it  not  a 
^^  miftake,  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion  and 
^^  the  trial  and  the  execution  of  the  principal  authors 
*^  of  it,  to  k^ep  up  animofities,  and  drive  people  to 
**  defpair,  by-  not  palling  an  a6l  of  indeitmity,  by 
^^  keeping  fo  many  perfons  under  hard  and  tedious 
"  confinement :  and  by  granting  pardon*  tofbme 
"  without  leaving  them  any  means  to  fubfift  ?  Is  it 
"  not  a  miftake,  not  to  truftavote  of  ParUament 
'^  for  making  good  fUch  engagements  as  his  Majefty 
^^  (hould  think  proper  to  enter  into ;  and  inftead  of 
^^  that,  to  infift  on  the  granting  this  fupply  in.  fuch 
*^  an  extraordinary  manner  ?  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  to 
"  take  this  opportunity  to  create  divifions,  and  ren- 
"  der  Ibme  of  the  King's  beft  friends  fufpedted  and 
^*  obnoxious  }  Is  it  not  a  miftake,  in  fhort,  to  form 
*^  parties  and  cabals,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
'^  repeal  the  adl  of  occafional  conformity  ?"  A  great 
number  of  members  had  agreed  to  this  meafure  in 
private,  though  at  tliis  period,  it .  was  not  brought 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons.^  After  a  long  debate 
the  fum  was  granted.  Thefe .  were  the  firft-fruits  of 
Britain's  being  wedded  to  the  intercflis  of  the  conti- 
nent.  The  Elector  of  Hanover  quarrelled  with  the 
King  of  Sweden,  and  England  was  not  only  deprived 
of  a  neceftary  branch  of  commerce,  but  even  obliged  . 
to  fupport  him  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  The 
Miniftry  now  underwent  a  new  revolution.  The 
Earl  of  Sunderland  and  Mn  Addifon  were  appointed 
Secretaries  of  State  :  Mr*  Stanhope  became  firft 
d  Commi^oner 
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BOO  KCommHfioner  of  theTreafury  and  Chancellor  of  tbe 
^^^JJ;^  Exchequer. 
1717.  ^  XLI.  On  the  fixth  day  of  May,  the  Kmg  going 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  gave  the  Parliament  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  fleet  under  Sir  George  JByng,  which 
had  failed  to  the  Baltick,  to  obferve  the  motions  of 
the  Swedes,  was  fafely  arrived  in  the  Sound.  He 
faid  he  had  given  orders  for  the  immediate  redu6Hon 
of  ten  thoufand  foldiers,  as  well  as  diredtions  to  pre- 
pare an  a6t  of  indemnity.  He  defired  they  would 
take  proper  meafures  for  reducing  the  publick  debts 
with  a  juft  regard  to  parliamentary  credit ;  and  that 
they  would  go  througn  the  pubUck  bufinefs  with  all 
pofiible  diipatch  and  unanimity;  Some  progrefs  had 
already  been  made  in  dehberations  upon  the  debt  of 
the  nation,  which  was  comprehended  under  the  tv^'O 
heads  of  redeemable  and  irredeemable  incumbrances. 
The  firfl  had  been  contnuSled  with  a  redeemable 
intereft ;  and  thefe  the  publick  had  a  right  to  dif- 
charge:  the  otheir  confifled  of  long  and  (hort  annui- 
ties granted  for  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of  years, 
which  could  not  be  altered  without  the  confent  of 
the  proprietors.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  had  projcded 
a  fcheme  for  leilening  the  intereil,  and  paying  the 
capital;  of  thofe  debts,  before  he  reiigned  his  place 
in  the  Exchequer.  He  propofed,  in  the  Home  of 
Commons,  to  reduce  the  intcreft  of  redeemable 
fimds,  and  offer  an  alternative  to  the  proprietors  of 
annuities.  His  plan  was  approved ;  but,  when  he 
reiigned  his  places,  the  minifter  made  fome  iinall 
alterations  in  it,  which  furnifhed  him  with  a  pretence 
for  oppofing  the  execution  of  the  fcheme.  In  the 
courle  of  the  debate,  fome  warm  altercation  paiTed 
between  him  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  by  which  it  appeared, 
they  had  made  a  pradice  of  felling  places  and  rever- 
fions.  Mr^  Hungerford  Handing  up,  faid  he  was 
{oTvy  to  fee  two  fuch  great  men  mnning  foul  of  one 
another ;  that,  however,  they  ouglu  to  be  looked 
upon  as  patriots  and  fathers  of  their  country ;  and 

fince 
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lince  tliey  had  by  mifchancc  difcovered  their  naked- c  hap, 
nefs,  the  other  members  ought,  according  to  the  cnf--  ^^\^^ 
torn  of  the  Eaft,  to  turn  their  backs  upon  them,  that    17x7^ 
they  might  not  be  feen  in  fuch  a  fhameful  condition. 
Mr.  Bofcawen  moved  that  the  Houfe  would  lay  their 
comn^nds  upon  them,  that  no  further  notice  (hould 
be  taken  of  what  had  pafled.     He  w^s  feconded  by 
Mr.  Methuen  :  the  Houfe  approved  of  the  motion  ; 
and  the  Speaker  took  their  word  and  honour  that 
they  fhould  not  profecute  their   refentment.    The 
money-corporations  having  agreed  to  provide  cafh  for 
fuch  creditors  as  Ihould  be  willing  to  receive  their 
principal,  the  Houfe  came  to  certain  refolutions,  on 
which  were  founded  the  three  bills  that  pafled  into 
laws,    under  the  names  of   "The  South-Sea  A61, 
«  the  Bank  Ad,  and  the  General  Fund  Aft."  The  ^ 
original  ftock  of  the  South-Sea  Company  did  not 
exceed  nine  millions  four  hundred  and  feventy-one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds; 
but  the  funds  granted  being  fufficient  to  anfwer  the 
intereft  of  ten  millions  at  fix  per  cent,  the  Company 
made  up  that  fum  to  the   Government,  for  which 
they  received  fix  hundred  thoufimd  pounds  yearly, 
and  eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year  for  management. 
By  this  a6l  they  declared  themfelves  willing  to  re- 
ceive five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  d[ie  eight 
thoufand  for  management.     It  was  ena6led.  That 
the  Company  (hould  continue  a  corporation,  until 
the  redemption  of  their  annuity,  towards  which  not 
lefs  than   a  million    fhould    be    paid   at   a   time. 
They   were    likewife    required   to   advance  a  fum 
not  exceeding    two    millions,    towards  difcharging 
the    principal    and    interefl    due  on  the  four   lot- 
tery funds  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  Queen 
Anne.     By  the  Bank  A&.  the  Governors  and  Com- 
pany declared  themfelves  willing  to  accept  an  an- 
nuity of  eighty-eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-one  pounds,  feven  fhillings,  and  ten-pence  half- 
penny, or  the  principal  of  one  aiillion  feven  hundred 
vol.  II.  A  A.  and 
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B  o  o  Kand  feventy-five  thoufand  twenty- feven  pounds  fe- 
^^J[^;^^ventcen  Ihillings,  dnd  ten-pence  halfpenny,  in  lieu  of 
,7,7..    the  prefent  annuity,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and 
fix  thouland  five  hundred  and  one  pounds,  thirteen 
fhillings,  and   five-pence.     They  likewife   declared 
themrdves  willing  to  difcharge,  and  deliver  up  to  be 
cancelled,  as  many  Exchequer-bills  as  amounted  ta 
two  millions,  and  to  accept  of  an  annuity  of  one 
Hundred  thoufand  pounds,  being  after  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent,  redeemable  after  one  year's  notice ;  to 
circulate  the  remaining  Exchequer-bills  at  three  per 
cent,  and  one  penny  per  day.     It  was  enabled,  That 
the  former  allowances  fhould  be  continued  to  Chrift- 
mas,  and  then  the  Bank  fhould  have  for  circulating 
the  two  millions  five  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand 
and  nventy-five  pounds  remaining  Exchequer-bills, 
an  annuity  of  feventy-iix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds,  fifteen  (hillings,  at  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  cent,  till  redeemed,  over  and  above  the 
one  penny  a-day  for  interell.     By  the  fame  a6ls  the 
Bank  was  required  to  advance  a  fum  not  exceeding 
two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  towarck 
difcharging  the  national  debt,  if  wanted,  on  condition 
that  they  fhould  have  five  pounds  percent,  for  as  much 
as  they  might  advance,  redeemable  •  by  Parliament. 
The  General    Fund    AA    recited    feveral    Ads  of 
Parliament,  for  eltablilhing  the  four  lotteries  in  the 
ninth  and  tenth  years  of  the  late  Queen,  and  flated 
the  annual  produce  of  the  feveral  funds,  amounting 
in  all  to  feven  hundred  twenty-four  thoufand  eight 
hundred  forty-nine  pounds,    fix   fhillings  and  ten- 
pence  one-fifth.     This  was  the  General  Fund  ;  the 
deficiency  of  which  was  to  be  made  good  annually, 
out  of  the  firfl  aids  granted  by  Parliament.     For  the 
regular  payment  of  all  fuch  annuities  as  fhould  be 
made  payable  by  this  a6l,  it  was  ena6led,  That  all 
the  duties  and  revenues  mentioned  therein  Ihould 
continue  for  ever,  with  the  provifo,  however,  that 
the  revenues  rendered  by  this  a<3:  perpetual  (liquid  be 
ti        -  fubjecl 
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fubje<9:  to  redemption.     This  aft  contained  a  claufec  H  AF, 
by  which' the  Sinking  Fund  was  eftablifhed.     The       '• 
reduftion  of  intereft  to  five  per  cent,  producing  a'^^'J^JJ^' 
furplus  or  exeefs  upon  the  appropriated  funds,  it  was 
cna6led,  That  all  the  monies  arifing  from  time  to. 
time,  as  well  for  the  furplus,  by  virtue  of  the  ads  for 
redeeming  the  funds  of  the  Bank  and  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company,'  as  alfo  for  the  furplus  of  the  duties 
and  revenues  by  this  aft  appropriated  to  make  good 
the  General  Fund,  Ihould  be  appropriated  and  em-^ ' 
ployed  for  the  difcharging  the  principal  and  intereft 
of  fuch  national  debt  as  was  mcurred  before  the 
twenty-fifth  of  December  of  the  preceding  year,  in 
fuch  manner  as  fhould  be  direfted  and  appointed  by 
any  future  Aft  of  Parliament,  to  be  diurharged  out 
of  the  fame,  and  for  no  other  ufe,  intent,  or  pur- 
pofe  whatfoever. 

^  XLII.  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  had  now  re- 
mained almoft  two  years  a  prifoner  in  the  Tower, 
prefented'  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  praying 
that  his  imprifonment  might  not  be  indefinite,  Some 
of  the  Tory  Lords  aflirmed  that  the  impeachment 
was  deftroyed  and  determined  by  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  which  fuperfeded  the  whole  proceedings; 
but  the  contrary  was  voted  by  a  confiderable  majo- 
rity.    The  thirteenth  day  of  June  was  fixed  for  the 
trial ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  made  acquainted 
with  this  determination.     The  Commons  appointed 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Earl's 
impeachment ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their  report, 
fent  a  meflage  to  the  Lords,  demanding  longer  time 
to  prepare  for  trial.     Accordingly,  the  day  was  pro- 
longed to  the  twenty-fourth  of  June ;  and  the  Com* 
mons  appointed  the  Committee,    with    four  other 
members,  to  be  managers  for  making  good  the  arti- 
cles of  impeachment.     At  the  appointed  time,  the 
Peers  repaired    to  the    court  In  Weftminfter-Hall, 
where  Lord  Cowper  prefided  as  Lord  Steward.     The 
Common^  were  aflembled   as  a  committee  of  thj    ,^ 
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BOOK  whole  Houfc:  the  King,  the  reft  pf  the  royal  familf, 
^^[^^^^and  the  foreign  niinifters,  affifted  at  the  folemnity : 
1717.    the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  brought  from  the  Tower : 
the  articles  of  impeachment  were  read,  with  his  an- 
fwers,  and   the   replication  of  the  Commons.     Sir 
Jofeph  Jekyll  ftandirtg  up  to  make  good  the  firtl 
article,  Lord  Harcourt  fignified  to  their  Lordfhips 
that  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  and  they  adjourned 
to  their  own  Houfe.     There  he  reprefented,  that  a 
great  deal  of  time  would  be  imneceflarily  confumed 
in  going  through  all  the  articles  of  the  impeachment : 
that  if  the  Commons  would  make  good  the  two  ar- 
ticles for  high-treafon,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  would  for- 
feit both  life  and  eftate,  and  there  would  be  an  end 
of  the  matter  :  whereas,  to  proceed  on  the  method 
propofed  by  the  Commons  would  draw  the  trial  on 
to  a  prodigious  length.     He,  therefore,  moved  that 
the  Commons  might  not  be  permitted  to  proceed, 
until  judgement  Ihould  be  firft  given  upon  the  arti- 
'clcs  of  high-treafon.     He  was  fupported  by  the  Earls 
of  Anglefey  and  Nottingham,  the  Lord  Trevor,  and 
a  confiderable  number  of  both  parties ;  and  though 
oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  the  Lords  Co- 
mnfbyand  Parker,  the  motion  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative.     It  produced  a  difpute  between  the  two 
Houfes.     The  Commons,  at  a  conference,  delivered 
a  paper,  containing  their  reafons   for  aflertiijg  it  as 
their  undoubted  right  to  impeach  a  Peer  either  for 
treafon,  or  for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  :  or, 
lliould  they  fee  occafion,  to  mix  both  in  the  fame 
accufation.     The  Houfe  of  Lords  infifted  on  their 
former  refolution  ;  and  in  another  conference  deh- 
vered  a  paper,  wheijein  they  aflerted  it  to  be  a  right 
inherent  in  every  Court  of  Juftice  to  order  and  direct 
fiich  methods  of  proceeding  as  it  fhould  think  fit  to  be 
obferved  in  all  caufes  that  fell  under  its  cognizance. 
The  Commons  demoded  a  free  conference,  which 
was  refufed.      The    difpute    grew   more  and  more 
warm.     The  Lords  fent.a  meflage  to  the  Lower 
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Houfc,  importing,  that  they  intende<l  prefcndy  toc  h  A  Pt  . 
proceed  on  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Orford.    The      i-^ 
Commons  paid  no  regard  to  this  intimation  ;  but^-^^^^J^ 
adjoumed  to  the  third  day  of  Jiily.    The  Lords,  re- 
pairing to  Weftminfter-Hall,  took  their  places,  or- 
dered the  Earl  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  and  made 
proclamation  for  his  accufers  tb  appear.     Having 
waited  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  adjourned  to  their 
own  Houfe,  where,  after  fome  debate,  the  Earl  wal 
acquitted  upon  a  divifion  :  then  returning  to  the  hall; 
they  voted.  That  he  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty.     Ox- 
ford owed  his  fafety  to  the  diileniibns  among  the 
Minifteis,  and  to  the  late  change  in  the  adminiftra* 
tion.     In  confequence  of  this,  he  was  delivered  froni 
the  perfccution  of  Walpole ;  and  numbered  among 
his  fnends  the  Dukes  of  Devonlhire  and  Argyle,  the 
Earls  of  Nottingham  and  Day,  and  Lord  Town- 
fhend.    The  Commons,  in  order  to  exprefs  thei? 
fenfe  of  his  demerit,  prefented  an  Addrefsr  to  thd 
King,  defiring  he  might  be  excepted  out  of  the  in- 
tended aft  of  Grace.    The  King  promifed  to  com* 
ply  with  their  requeft ;  and  in  the  mean  time  for- 
bade the  Earl  to  appear  at  Court.     On  the  fifteentR 
day  of  July  the  Eaii  of  Sunderland  delivered  in  tlft 
Houfe  of  Peers  the  A61    of  Grace,  which  pafTed 
through  both  Houles  with  great  expedition.     Prbrii ' 
this  indulgence  were  excepted  thfc  Earl  of  Oxford'^ 
Mr.  Prior,  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  i 
Crifp,  Nodes,.  Obryan,  Redmarne  the  printer^  arid 
Thompfon  ;    as  alfo  the  aflaffinators  in  Newgate, 
and  the  clan  of  Macgregor  in  Scotland.     By  virtue 
of  this  a<St,  the  Earl  of  Carnwath,  the  Lords  Wid- 
drington  and  Nairn  were  immediately  difcharged; 
together  with  all  the  gentlemen  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  and  thofe  that  were  confined  on 
account  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Fleet,  the  Marfhalfea, 
and  other  prifons  of  the  kingdom.     The  AA  of 
Grace  being  prepared  for  the  Royal  aflent,  the  King 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
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^B  o  o  Kjuly,  and  having  ^iv^n  his  fandlion  to  all  the  biDs 
^i-      that  were  ready,  dofcd  the  fcffion  with  a  fpcech  on 
^^J^]^[*^the  ufual  topicks. 

§  XLIIL  The  proceedings  in  the  Convocation 
turned  chiefly  upon  two  performances  of  Dr.  Hoad- 
Jey,  bifhop  of  Bangor.     One  was  intituled,    "  A 
**  Prcfervative  againft  the  Principles  and  Pra<fticcs 
"  of   the    Noiyurors :"  the  other   was    a    fermon 
preached  before  the  Kingj  under  the  title  of,  "  The 
**  nature  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift*"     An  anfwer  to 
this  difcourfe  was  publifhed  by  Dr*  Snipe,  mailer  of 
Eton  college^    and   this  Convocation  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  bi{hop*s  two  performances. 
They  drew  up  a«r«prefentalion,  in  which  the  Prcfer- 
vative and  the  Sermon  were  cenfured,  as  tending  to 
ifubvert  all  government  and  difcipline  in  the  church 
of  Chrift ;  to  reduce  his  kingdom  to  a  ftate  of  anar- 
chy and  confufion ;    to  impugn  and  impeach  the 
royal  fupremacy  in  caufes  ecclefiaftical,  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  legiflature  to  enforce  obedience  in  mat- 
ters of  religion  by  civil  fandtions*    llie  Government 
thought  proper  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe  proceedings  by 
a  pr9rogation ;  which,  however,  inflamed  the  con- 
froverfy.     A   great  number  of  pens  were    drawn 
againfl:  the  Bifhop,  but  his  chief  antagOnifls  were 
Dr.  Snape  and  Dr.  Sherlock,  whom  the  King  rc- 
/  moved  from  the  office  of  his  chaplains :  and  the 
\  Convocation  has  not  been  permitted  to  fit  and  da 
/  buJ^efs  flnce  that  period* 
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CHAP.     IL 

^   I.  Difference  between  King  George  and  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy.  ^  II.  The  King  of  Sweden  is  killed  at  Fre^ 
derickftadt.      ^  III.  Negoctation  for  a  quadruple 
alliance.     ^  IV.  Proceedings  in  Parliament.    &  V. 

.  James  Shepherd  executed  for  a  defign  againfi  the 
Kings  life.  Parliament  prorogued.  ^  Vl.  Nature 
of  the  quadruple  alliance.  %  VII.  Admiral  Byng 
Jails  to  the  Mediterranean.  §  VIII.  He  defiroys  the. 
Spanijh  fleet  off  Cape  Paffaro.  ^  IX.  Remonftrances 
of  the  Spanijh  Miniflry.  §  X.  Difputes  in  Par- 
liament touching  the  Admirals  attacking  the  Spanijh 
Jleet.  §  XJ.  A3  for  Jlrengthening  the  Protejtant 
interefi.      §  XII.   fVar    declared   againfi    Spain* 

XIII.  Confpiracy  againfi  the  Regent  of  France. 

XIV.  Intended  irrvafton  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

XV.  Three  hundred  Spaniards  land  and  are  taken 
in  Scotland.  §  XVI.  Account  of  the  Peerage  bilL 
§  XVII.  Count  Merci  affumes  the  command  of  the 
Imperial  army  in  Sicily.  §  XVIII.  Ailivity  of  Ad- 
miral Byng.  §  XIX.  The  Spanifh  troops  evacuatt 
Sicily.  ^  XX.  Philip  obliged  to  accede  to  the  qu^-^ 
druple  alliance.  ^  XXI.  Bill  for  feairing  the  depen-- 
dtncy  of  Ireland  74pon  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 
§  XXII.  Southjea  aa.  %  XXIII.  Charter^ 
granted  to  the  Royal  and  London  ajfurance  offices. 
\  XXIV.  Treaty  bf  Alliance  with  Sweden.  §  X:JtV. 
ThePrince  ofHeffe  ehaedKing  of  Sweden.  &XXVI. 
Effeas  of  the  South  Jea  fcheme.  ^  XXVlI.  The 
bubble  breaks.  ^  XXVIII.  A  fecret  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Hotife  of  Commons.  &  XXIX.  Inquiry 
carried  on  by  both  Iloufes.  §  XXX.  Death  of  Earl 
Stanhope  and  Mr.  Craggs^  both  Secretaries  of  State ^ 
^  XXXI.  The  EJtates  of  the  Direaors  of  the  Smiths 

fea  Company  are  confifcated.  §  XXXII.  Proceedings 
of  the  Commons  with  refpea  to  the^ock  of  thj^  South^ 
Jea  Company. 
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B  o  OK§I.TAURING   thefe    tranfadions,    the    negociar 
^J[V^       ^^  tions  of  the  North  were  continued  againft 
,7,7.     the  King  of  Sweden,  who  had  penetrated  into  Nor- 
way,   and    advanced    towards     Chriftianftadt,    the 
capita]  of  that  kingdom.     The  Czar  had  fent  five- 
and-twenty  thoufand  Ruffians  to  affift  the  Allies  in 
the  reduftion  of  Wifmar,    which  he  intended  to 
beftow  upon  his  niece,  lately  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Mecklenburgh-Schwerin :     but,    before  his  troops 
arrived,  the  place  had  furrendered,  and  the  Ruffians 
were  not  admitted  into  the  garrifon  ;  a  circumftance 
which  increafed  the  mifunderftanding  between  him 
and  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  Neverthelefs,  he  con- 
fented  to  a  proje6t  for  making  a^defcent  upon  Schohen, 
and  actually  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
allied  fleet ;  though  he  was  not  at  all  pleafed  to  fee 
Sir  John  Norris  in  the  Baltick,  becaufe  he  had  formed 
deligns  againft  Denmark,  which  he  knew  the  Eng- 
lilh  fquadron  would  proteft.     He  fuddenly  dcfifted 
from  the  expedition  againft  Schonen,  on  pretence 
that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  ;  and  the  King 
of  Denmark  publiflied  a  manifefto,    remonftrating 
againft  his  conduA  on  this  occaiion.     By  this  time 
Baron  Gortz  had  planned  a  pacification  bet\^'een  his 
Mafter  and  the  Czar,  who  was  difcontented  with  all 
his  German  allies,  becaufe  they  oppofed  his  having 
any  footing  in  the  Empire.     This  Monarch  arrived 
at  Amfterdam  in  December,  whither  he  was  fol- 
lowed  by  the  Czarina ;  and  he  actually  refided  at 
the  Hague  when  King  George  pafled  through  it,  in 
returning  to  his  Britifh  dominions  :  but  he  declined  an 
interview  .with  the  King  of  England.    When  Gyllen- 
burgh*s  letters  were  publifhed  in  London,  fome  paf- 
fages  feemed  to  favour  the  fuppofition  of  the*  Czar's 
being  privy  to  the  confpiracy.     His  minifter  at  the 
Englifli  Court  prefented  a  long  memorial,  complain- 
ing that  the  King  had  caufed  to  be  printed  the  mali- 
cious  infinuations  of  his  enemies.     He  denied  his 

having 
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harbig  the  IcJtft  concern  in  the  defign  of  the  SWediftic  H  a  p* 
King.  He  chained  the  Court  of  England  with 
having '  privately  treated  of  a  feparate  peace  with^ 
Charles,  and  even  with  having  promifed  to  affift 
him  againft  the  Czar,  on  condition  that  he  would 
relinquiih  his  pretenfions  to  Bremen  and  Verden. 
Neverthelefs,  he  expreffed  an  inclination  to  re* 
eftabliih  the  ancient  good  underibinding,  and  to 
engage  in  vigorous  meafures  for  profccuting  the 
tirar  againft  the  common  enemy.  The  memorial 
was  anfwered  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  who 
icfliired  die  Czar  he  ihould  have  reafon  to  be  fully 
iatisfted,  if  he  would  remove  the  only  obftacle  to 
their  mntual  good  underfianding,  in  other  words^ 
withdraw  the  Ruffian  troops  from  the  Empire* 
Notwithftanding  thcfe  profeffions,  the  two  Monarchs 
were  never  perfectly  reconciled. 

4  II.  The  Czar  made  an  excuifion  to  the  Court 
of  France,  where  he  concluded  a  treaty  of  friend- 
jfhip  with  the  Regent,  at  whofe  earneft  defire  he  pro* 
mifed  to  recal  lus  troops  from  Mecklenburgh.  At 
his  return  to  Amfterdam,  he  had,  a  private  inter- 
view with  Gortz,  who,  as  well  as  Gyllenburgh,  had 
been  fet.  at  liberty.  Gortz  undertook  to  adjufl  all 
difference  between  the  Czar  and  the  King  of  Sweden 
within  three  months ;  and  Peter  engaged  to  fufpend 
all  operations  againft  Sweden^  unril  that  term  (hould 
be  expired.  A  congrefs  was  opened  at  Abo,  be- 
tween the  Swedifh  and  Ruffian  minifters ;  but  the 
conferences  were  afterwards  removed  to  Aland.  By 
this  Convention,  the  Czar  obliged  himfelf  to  affift 
Charies  in  the  conqueft  of  Norway  ;  and  they  pro- 
mifed to  unite  all  thqjr  forces  ag^nft  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  fhould  he  prefume  to  interpofe.  Both 
were  incenfed  againft  that  Brince  ;  and  one  part  of 
their  defign  was  to  raife  the  Pretender  to  the  throne 
of  England.  Baron  Gortz  fet  out  from  Aland  for 
Frederickftadt  in  Norway,  with  the  plan  of  peace : 

but 
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BOO  K.but,  before  he  arrived,  Charles  was  killed  by  a  can* 
^^*      non-ball  from  the  town,  as  he  vifitcd  the  trenches, 

^"^'^^^^on  the  thirtieth  of  November.  Baron  Gortz  was 
immediately  arrefted,  and  brought  to  the  fcafFold  by 
the  nobles  of  Sweden,  whofe  hatred  he  had  incurred 
by  his  infolence  of  behaviour*  The  death  of  Charles 
was  fortunate  for  King  George.  Sweden  was  now 
obliged  to  fubmit ;  while  the  Czar,  the  King  of 
Denmark,  and  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  kept  pof- 
fefiion  of  what  they  had  acquired  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war. 

^  III.  Thus  Bremen  and  Verden  were  fecured  to 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover :  art  acquifition  towards 
tvhich  the  Englilli  nation  contributed  by  her  money, 
as  well  as  by  her  amis  :  an  acquiiition  made  in  con- 
tmdidlion  to  the  engagements  into  which  England 
entered  when  King  William  became  guarantee  for 
the  treaty  of  Travendahl :  an  acquifition  that  may 
be  confidered  as  the  firft  link  of  a  political  chain  by 
which  the  Engliih  nation  were  dragged  back  into 
expenfive  connexions  with  the  continent.  The  King 
had  not  yet  received  the  inveftiture  of  the  duchies ; 
and,  until  that  Ihould  be  procured,  it  was  neceliary 
to  efpoufe.  with  warmth  the  interefts  of  the  Em- 
perorl  This  was  another  fource  of  mifunderltanding 
between  Great -Britain  and  Spain.  Prince  Eugene 
gained  another  complete  ^4clory  over  a  prodigious 
army  of  the  Turks  at  Belgrade,  which  was  .fur- 
rendered  to  him  after  the  battle.  The  Emperor  had 
engaged  in  this  war  as  an  ally  of  the  Venetians, 
whom  the  Turks  had  attacked,  and  driven  from  the 
Morea.  The  Pope  confidered  it  as  a  religious  war 
againfl  the  Infidels  ;  and  obtayj^ed  repeated  ailurances 
from  the  King  of  Spain  that  he  would  not  under- 
take any  thing  againft  the  Emperor  while  he  was 
engaged  in  fuch  a  laudable  quarrel.  Philip  had 
even  fent  a  fquadron  of  fhlps  and  galhes  to  the 
aififlance  of  the  Venetians.    In  the  courfe  of  this 

year, 
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jtsity  however,  he  equipped  a  ftrong  armament,  thee  H  A  P* 
command  of  which  was  beftowcd  on  the  Marquis  dc  "• 
Lede,  who  failed  from  Barcelona  in  July,  and  land-^^^J^^^ 
ing  at  Cagliari  in  Sardinia,  wliich  belonged  to  the 
JEmperor,  made  a  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland.  At 
the  fame  time,  the  King  of  Spain  endeavoured  to 
juftify  thefe  proceedings  by  a  manifeflo,  in  which 
he  alledged  that  the  Archduke,  contrary  to  the  faith 
of  treaties,  encoun^ed  and  fupported  the  rebellion 
of  his  fubjedts  in  Catalonia,  by  frequent  fuccours 
from  Naples,  and  other  place* ;  and  that  the  Great 
Inquifitor  of  Spain  had  been  feizcd,  though  furnifhed 
with  a  pailport  from  his  HoUnefs.  He  promifed, 
however,  to  proceed  no  further,  and  fufpend  all  ope- 
rations, that  the  powers  of  Europe  might  have  time 
and  opportunity  to  contrive  expedients  for  recon- 
ciling all .  differences,  and  fecuring  the  peace  and 
balance  of  power  in  Italy  :  nay,  he  confented  that 
thb  important  affair  (hould  be  left  to  the  arbitration 
of  King  Greorge  and  the  States  General.  Thefe 
powers  midertook  the  office.  Conferences  were  be- 
gun between  the  miniilers  of  the  Emperor,  France, 
England,  and  Holland  ;  and  thefe  produced,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  following  year,  the  famous  quadruple 
alliaace.  In  this  treaty  it  was  fiipulated,  thatth^ 
Emperor  (hould  renounce  all  pretcnfions  to  the  crown 
of  Spain,  and  exchange  Sardinia  for  Sicily,  with  the 
Duke  of  Savoy ;  that  the  fucceffion  to  the  duchie« 
of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  which  the  Queen 
of  Spain  claimed  by  inheritance,  as  Princefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Farnefe,  (hould  be  fettled  on  her  eldeft 
fon,  in  cafe  the  prefent  poflcflbrs  (hould  die  without 
male  i(Rie»  Philip,  diflatisfied  with  this  partition, 
continued  to  make  formidable  preparations  by  fea 
and  land.  The  King  of  England  and  the  Regent 
of  France  interpofed  their  admonitions  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  At  length  his  Britannick  Majefly  had  re- 
courfe  to  more  fubdantial  arguments,  and  ordered 

a  (Irong 


364  HISTORY  OF  El^fCTLAND. 

B  o  o  Ka  ftrohg  fquadron  to  be  equipped  with  ali  pbffihte 
^^'      expedition.* 

^"^^1^^^  §  IV.  On  the  third  day  of  Novfember)  the  Pttn- 
cefs  of  Wales  was  deHvered  of  a  Prince,  th*  cere-* 
ihony  of  whofe  baprifm  was  produdive  of  a  dif- 
ference between  the  grandfather  and  the  father.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  intended  that  his  uncle,  the  Duke 
6f  York,  fhould  ftand  godfather.  The  King  ordered 
the  Duke  of  Newcafte  to  ftand  for  himfdf.  After 
the  ceremony,  the  Prince  exprefled  his  rdentment 
againft  this  nobleman  in  very  warm  terms.  Hie 
King  ordered  the  Prince  to  confine  himfelf  within 
his  own  apartments ;  and  afterwards  iignified  his 
pleafure  that  he  ihould  quit  the  palace  of  St.  James. 
He  retired  with  the  Princefs  to  a  houfe  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  Grantham ;  but  the  children  were  de- 
tained at  the  palace.  All  Peers,  smd  Peerefles,  tod 
all  Privy-counfellors  and  their  wives,  were  given  to 
tinderftartd,  that  in  cafe  they  vifited  the  Prince  and 
Princefs,  they  fhould  have  no  accefs  to  his  Majefty's 
prefence ;  and  all  who  enjoyed  pofts  and  phtccs 
under  both  King  and  Prince  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
fervicfe  of  one  or  other,  at  their  option.  Wh^n  the 
Parliament  met  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  King,  in  his  fpeech,  told  both  Houfes  that 

^  Tite  Pretender)  who  rertded  at  Urbino,  having  received  xaCelfi- 

gence  from  Paris,  that  there  was  a  dcfign  formed  againft  his  life.  Pope 
elemental,  gave  diref^ions  that  all  foreigner*  irt  that  neighbourhood, 
erpecially  Engtiih,  fhould  bfe  arreded.  The  Earl  of  Pettrboroofh 
arriiring  at  Bologn.!,  with  a  few  ^rmed  followers^  was  feized,  with  all 
his  papers.  Being  interrogated/ f^e  I'aid  he  came  to  pafs  fome  time  in 
Italy,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air.  He  was  clofe  eognned  for  i.  «^!iole 
mofitH  in  Fort  Urbino>aAd  his  attendants  were  fent  tpprifon.  Nothing 
appearing  to  julUfy  the  fufpicion,  he  was  dilVninTed  with  uocommoa 
<;ivility.  The  King  dtfilaanding  reparation  for  thii  infoit,  the  Pope 
^rote  «rith  hi«  own  narnd  a  letter  to  an  ally  of  Great-Britain,  declaring 
that  the  Legate  of  Bologni  had  violently  and  uniuftiy,  withont  the 
k?io\^lecIge  of  his  HolinefsjC^ured  the  Earl  of  Pctcrbcrough  to  be  ieized 
TTpon  fufpicions  which  proved  to  be  ill-grounded.  The  Cardinal  Legate 
fent  A  declaration  to  the  Ert^Iifh  Admiral  in  the  Mediterranean,  that 
be  had  «(kcd  forgivcnefs  of  his  Holinefs,  and  now  begged  pardon  of  hif 
Brifannrck  Majefty,  far  having  unadviiedly  arretted  a  Peer  of 'Greats 
Britaid  on  his  travels. 

he 
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he  had  reduced  the  army  to  ytvy  near  one  half,  c  H  a  F. 
CLnce  the  bcgiAning  of  the  laft  fellion  :  he  exprelfed  ,^_.^[l. 
Iiisdefire  that  all  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  pre-^^tTiT?^'^^ 
ient  happy  eftabUfliment  might  uxianimoufly  concur 
in  Ibme  proper  method  for  the  greater  ftrengthening 
the.  Proteftaat  intereft,  of  which,  as  the  Church  of 
Sngbod  was  unqueLlionably  the  main  fupport  smd 
bulwark,  fo  would  (he  reap  the  principal  benefit  of 
every  advantage  accruing  from  the  union  and  mu- 
tual charity  of  all  Proteftants.     After  the  addrefles 
of  thanks,  which  were  couched  in  the  ufual  ftyle, 
the  Commons  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration 
the  eftimates  and  accounts,    in  order  to  fettle  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  army,    navy,    and    ordnance. 
Ten  thoufand  men  were  voted  for  the  fea-fervice. 
When  the  fupply  for  the  army  fell  under  delibera- 
tion, a  very  warm  debate  enfued,.  upon  the  number 
of  troops  necdiary  to  be  maintained.     Sir  William 
Wyndham,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr.   Walpole,  in  a 
long  elaborate  harangue,    ini^fted.  upon   its   being 
reduced  to  twelve  thoufand.    They  were  anfwered  by 
Mr.  Craggs,  Secretary  at  War,  and  Sir  David  Dal- 
rymple,    Mr,  Shippen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
iaid  the  &cond  paragraph  of  the  King's  fpeech  feemed 
cather  to  be  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Germany 
than  for  Great-Britain  ;  and  it  was  a  great  misfortune 
that  the  King  was  a  ftranger  to  our  language  and 
conftitution.      Mr.  Lechmere  affirmed  this  was  a 
fcandalous  inveiftive  againft  the  King's  perfon  and 
government ;    and  moved   that  he  who  uttered  it 
Ihould  be  fent  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  Shippen,  refufing 
to  retra6l  or  excufe  what  he  had  faid,  was  voted  to 
the  Tower  by  a  great  majority  ;  and  the  number  of 
Handing  forces  was  fixed  at  fixteen  thoufand  three 
himdred  and  forty-feven  effective  men. 

^  V.  On  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  filver 
coin^  occafioned  by  the  exportation  of  filver,  and 
the  importation  of  gold^  a  motion  was  made  to  put 
av^ftpp  to  this  growing  evil,  by  lowering  the  value  of 

gold 


S66  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOO  Kgotd  specie.    The  Commons  examined  a  reprefen^ 
"•     tation  which  had  been  made  to  the  Treafury  by  Sir 
^^^^^"^^Ifaac  Newton,  matter  of  the  Mint,  on  this  fubjedl. 
Mr.  Cafwel  explained   the  nature  of  a  clandeftinc 
trade  carried  on  by  the  Dutch   and  Hamburghers^ 
in  concert    with  the  Jews  of  England  and  other 
traders,  for  exporting  the  filver  coin  and  importing 
gold,  which  being  coined   at  the   mint   yielded  a 
profit  of  fifteen  pence  upon   every  guinea.     The 
Houfe,  in   an  addrefs  to  the  King,  defired  that  a 
proclamation  might  be  iflued,  forbidding  all  per- 
fons  to  utter  or  receive    guineas  at  a  higher  rate 
than  one-and-twenty  (hillings  each.     His  Majefty 
complied  with  that  requeft  :    but  people  hoarding 
up  their  lilver,  in  hopes  that  the  price  of  it  would 
be  raifed,  or  in  apprehenlion  that  the  gold  would 
be  lowered  ftill   farther,  the  two  Houfes  refolved 
that  the  ftandard  of  the  gold  and  filver  coins  of 
the   kingdom  fhould   not   be    altered  in  finenefs, 
weight,  or  denomination,  and  they  ordered  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in,  to  prevent  the  melting  down  of 
the  filver  coin.  At  this  period,  one  James  Shepherd, 
a  youth  of  eighteen,  apprentice  to  a  coachmaker, 
and  an  enthufiaft  in  Jacobitifm,  fent  a  letter  to  a 
nonjuring  clergyman,  propofing  a  fcheme  for  aflaf- 
finating  King  George.     He  was  immediately  appre- 
hended, owned  the  defign,  was  tried,  condemned, 
and  executed  at  Tyburn,     This  was  likewife  the  fate 
of  the  Marquis  de   Palleotti,  an   Italian   nobleman, 
brother  to  the  Duehefs  of  Shrewfbury.     He  had,  in 
a  tranfpoFt  of  pafiion,  killed  his  own  fervant ;  and 
fecmed  indeed  to  be  difordered  in  his  brain.     After 
he  had  received  fcntence  of  death,  the  King's  par- 
don was  earneJtJy  foUicited  by  his  fifter,  the  Duehefs, 
and  many  other  peribns  of  the  firll  diftin^tion  :  but 
the  common  people  became  fo  clamorous,  that  it  was 
thought  dangerous  to  refcue  him  from  the  penalties 
of  the  law,  which  he  accordingly  underwent  in  the 
Qioft  ignominious  manner.  .  No  fubjedl  produced  fo 

much 
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much  heat  and  altercation  in  Parliament  during  this  chap. 
feflion,  as  did  the  bill  for  regulating  the  land-forces,      *'- 
and  punifhing  mutiny  and  defertion  :  a  bill  which  ^^'^J^jT^ 
was  looked  upon  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  liber- 
ties and  conlUtution  of  England,   inafmuch  as  it 
cftablifhed  martial  law,  which  wrefted  firom  the  civil 
magiftrate  the    cognizance  of  crimes  and    mifde-* 
xneanours  committed  by  the  foldiers  and  officers  of 
the  army :  a  jurifdidtion  inconfiftent  with  the  genius    • 
and  difpofition  a£  the  people.      The  dangers  that 
might  accrue  from  fuch  a  power  were  explained  in 
the  Lower  Houfe  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Mr,  Harley, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  which  laft,  however,  voted 
afterwards  for  the  bill.     In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  it 
was  ftrenuoufly   opppfed  by  the  Earls  of  Oxford, 
Strafford,    and  Lord  Harcourt.      Their  objedlions 
were  aniwered  by  Lord  Carteret.     The  bill  paiftd 
by  a  great  majority ;    but  divers  Lords  entered  a 
proteft.       This   affair    being  difcufled,  a  bill   was    , 
brought  in  for  veiling  in  trultees  the  forfeited  eftates 
in  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Publick ;  for  giving  relief  to  lawful  creditors,  by 
determining  the  claims,  and   for  the  more  effectual 
bringing  into  the  rcfpedive  Exchequers  the  rcjnts 
and  profits  of  the   eflates  till  fold.      The  time  of 
claiming  was  prolonged  t  the  fum  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  was  referved  out    of   the  fale  of  the 
eftates  in  Scotland,  for  ereding  fchools ;  and  eight 
thoufand  pounds  for  building  barracks  in  that  king- 
dom.    The  King  ha,ving  fignified,  by  a  mdlage  tooidm^xon. 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  had  lately  received^""*'*- 
fuch   infomiation  from  abroad,    as  gave  reafon  tORuTchct.^' 
believe  that  a  naval  force,  employed  wiiere  it  fhould^ift.  Reg. 
be  neceflary,  would  givt  weight  to  his  endeavours  ;st!Triaig, 
he,    therefore,    thought  fit  to  acquaint  the  HoufePariia- 
with  this  circumdance,  not  doubting  but  that  iug^jl' 
cafe  he  fhould  be  obliged,  at  this  critical  juncture, bioice.' 
to  exceed  the  number  of  men  granted  this  year  ^r^j'^''^?^. 
the  fe^-fervice,  the  Houfe  would  provide  for  fuchraU. 

exceeding. 


J6«  HISTORY  OJ   EUQLANV. 

BOO  Kcxceeding*  The  Commons  immediately  dreir 
^'-  up  and  prefentcd  anl  addnefe,  afliuing  his.Majelly 
jj^iy.  that  they  would  make,  good  fuch .  ^ceedi^gp  of. 
feamen  as  he  fhould.find  neceflary  to  preferve  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  On  the  twenty-firft  day 
of  March,  the  King  went  to  the,  Houfe  of  Peer$, 
and  having  paiicd  the  bills  that  were  ready  for 
the  Hoyal  aflenty  ordered  the  ParliameiU;  to  be;  pro- 
rogued.* ..  , 

An.  1718.  §  VI.  The  King  jof  Spain,  by  the  cat^  ^d  indq- 
fatigable  diligence  of .  his  prime  minifter^  .Cardinal 
Alberoni,  equipped  'a  yery  formidable  ^arma^npnt, 
which,  in  the  begining  of.  June,  let  ikil  frpm  Bar- 
celona towards  Italy ;  but  the  dcftination  of  it  was 
not  known.  A  flxong  fijuadron  having  been  fitted 
out  in  England,  the  Marquis  de  Montelegnc;,  ^m- 
baflador  from  Spain,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
Bridfh  miniftry,  importing  that  fo  powerful  an  ^- 
mament  in  time  of  peace  could  not  but  give  um- 
brage to  the  King  his  mader^  and.  alter  the  good 
intelligence  that  lubfifted.  between  die  two.  Crowns, 
Inahftver  to  this  reprefentadon,  the  minifters  de- 
clared that  the  King  intended  to.iend  Admiral  Byng 
with  a  powerful  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean^ 
to- maintain  the  neutrality  in  Italy.  .Meanwhile^ 
the  negociations  between  the  Englifh  and  French, 
iinniilers  produced  the  quadmple  alliance,  by  which 
King  George  and  the  Regent  prefcribed  a  peace  be* 
tween  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the 
King  of  Sicily,  and  undertook  to  compel  Philip  and 
the  Savoyard  to  fubmit  to  fuch  conchtions^  as  they 
had  concerted  with  his  Imperial  Majefly.  Thefc 
powers  were  allowed  only  three  months  to  confidet 
the  articles,  and  declare  whether  they  would  reje<ft 
them,  or  acquiefce  in  the  partition.     Nodiing  could 


•  Earl  Cowper,  Lord  Chancellor,  reitgned  tbe  great  TmI,  which  ^ 
at  fii'ft  put  in  coiiimiirioRy  .but  afterwards  given  to   Lord  Parker,  a$ 
High  Chancellor.    The  Earl  of  Sunderland  was  made  Prcfident  of  the 

Smncil,  and  Pirft  Comniilfibner  of  the  Treafury.     LtJtxJ  Stanhope  and 
r.  ^raggt  wefe^pointid  Sf^Mtariet  jii  Stau^  JUttd  SfiAhflBM'^^ 
Lofd  Cadogan  were  afterwards  greated  Earls.  ^ 

"be 
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bfi  more  contradidory  to  the  true  interelt of  6reat-c  HAP. 
Bht^  than  this  treaty,  which  deftroyed  the  balamre.    ^^* 
in  Italy,  by  throwing  fuch  an  acceffion  of  power  into^^^J^^JT^ 
the  han43  of  the.  houfe  of  Auftria.     It  interrupted. 
the  commerce  with  Spain ;    involved  the  kingdom 
in  an  immediate  wfLr  with  that  nionarchy ;  and  gave 
rife  to  all  the  quarrels  and  difputea  which  havearifen. 
between  England  and  Spain  in  the  fequel.     The. 
States*General  did  not  approve  of  fuch  violent  mea-. 
iiires,  and  for  Ibme  time  kept  aloof :  but  at  length 
they  acceded  to  the  quadruple  alhance,  which  in^. 
deed  was  no  other  than  a  very  expenfive, compliment. 
to  th^  Emperor^  who  was  deiirous  of  adding  oicily  to 
his  other  Italian  dominions. 

§  yil.  The  King  of  England  had  ufed  fome  en- 
deavours to  compromife  the  difference  between  his 
Imperial  Majeily  and  the  Spanifh  branch  of  the 
HiHife  of  Bourbon.  Lord  Staiihope  had  been  fent 
to  Madrid,  with  a  plan  of  padiication,  which  being 
rejedled  by  Philip^  as  partial  and  iniquitou^^  the 
King  determined  to  fupport  his  mediation  by  force 
of  arms.  Sir  George  Byng  {ailed  from  Spithead  on 
the  fourth  day  of  June,  with  twenty  fhips  of  the  line, 
two  fire  (hips,  two  bomb-^veflels,  and  ample  in- 
ilru6lions  how  to  a6l  on  all  emergencies.  He  ar^ 
rived  off  Cape  St.  Vincent  on  ttie  thirtieth  day  of  the 
month,  and  difpatched  his  fecretary  to  Cadis^  with 
a  letter  to  Colonel  Stanhope,  the  Britifli  miniftcr  at 
Madrid^  defiring  him  to  inform  his  Moft  Catholick 
Majefty  of  the  Admiral's  arrival  in  thofe  partSj  and 
lay  before  him  this  article  of  his  inftrudtiona :  ^^  You 
'^  are  to  make  inilances  witl)  both  parties  to  ceafe 
'^  from  ufing  any  further  adls  of  hoftility :  but  in 
"  cafe  the  Spaniards  do  ftill  infift,  with  their  fhip3 
*^  of  war  and  forces,  to  attack  the  kingdom  of 
*^  Naples,  or  other  the  territories  of  the  Emperor  in 
"  Italy,  or  to  land  in  any  part  of  Italy,  which  can 
/*  only  bo  with  a  defign  to  invade  the  Emperor^s  do- 
^<  minions^  again()Lwhpm  oxUy  they  have  delcared 
TOL.  n^  B  B  ''war 
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BOO  K^'  war  by  invading  Sardinia ;  or^  if  they  (liould  en-- 
^  II-      «^  dcavour  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  the  king* 
^"^Jl[^^**  dom  of  Sicily,  which  muft  be  with  a  deiign  to 
^^  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;    in  which  cafe 
*^  you  are,  with  all  your  power,  to  hinder  and  ob- 
**  ftru£l  the'  fame.     If  it  (hould  fo  happen,  that  at 
**  your  arrival,  with  our  fleet  under  your  command, 
^^  in  the  Mediterr^ean,  the  Spaniards  ihould  al* 
*^  ready  have  landed  any  troops  in  Italy,  in  order  to 
^^  invade  the  Emperor's  territories,  you  Ihall  endea- 
**  vour  amicably  to  difliiade  them,  from  perfcvcring 
^^  in  fuch  an  attempt,  and  offer  them  your  affifiance 
^'  to  help  them  to  withdraw  their  troops,  and  put  an 
**  end  to  all  further  a<Sts  of  hoftility.    But  in  cafe 
^  thefe  your  frifendly  endeavours  Ihould  prove  in- 
^^  efFefhial,  you  fliall,  by  keeping  company  with, 
*^  or  intercepting  their,  ftups  or  convoy ;  or  if  it  be 
^  neceflary,  by  openly  oppofing  them,   defend  the 
"  Emperor's  territories .  from  any  further  attempt*** 
When  Cardinal  Alberoni  perufed  thefe  inflru£tions, 
he  told  Colonel  Stanhope,  with  fome  warmth,  that 
his  mafler  would  run   all  hazards,  and  even  fufTer 
himfelf  to  bfe  driven  out  of  Spain,  rather  than  rccal 
his  troops,  or  confent  to  a  fulpenfion  of  arms.     He 
faid  the  Spaniards  were  not  to  be  frightened ;  and 
he  was  fo  well  comdnced  that  the  fleet  would  do 
their  duty,  that  in  cafe  of  their,  being  attacked  by 
Admiral  Byng,  he  Ihould  be  in  no  pain  for  the  fiic- 
cefs.     Mr.  Stanhope  prefenting  him  with  a  lift  of 
the  Britifh  fquadron,  he  threw  it  upon  the  ground 
with  great  emotion.     He  promifed,  however,  to  lay 
the  Admiral's  letter  before  the  King,  and  to  let  the 
envoy  know  his  Majefly's  rcfolution.     Such  an  in- 
terpofition  could  not  but  be  very  provoking  to  the 
Spanifh  minifter,  who  had  laid  his  account  with  the 
conqueft  of  Sicily,  and  for  that  purpofe  prepared  an 
armament  wjiich  was  altogether  furprifing,  coniider- 
.  ing  the  late  fhattered  condition  of  the  Spanifh  afikiFs. 
BXkt  he  fcems  to  hate  put  too  much,  confidence  in 

-      the 
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fee  length  of  the  Spaniih  fleet.    In  a  ftw  4ays  heC  HA  P.* 
fent  back  the  Admiral^s  letter  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  ^tV^^J^^ 
a  note  under  it,  importing  that  the  Chevalier  Bfng    ty,!^ 
might  execute  the  orders  he  had  received  from-  the 
King  his  mafter. 

^  Vin.  The  Admiral,  in  paiBng  by  Gibraltar, 
Was  joined  by  Vice  Admiral  ComwaU,  with  two! 
Iftips.  He  proceeded  to  Minorca;  where  he  re- 
ficved  tihe  ganifon  of  Fbrl-Mahon.  Then  he  fiiledf 
for  Naples,  where  he  arrived  on  the  firft  day  o(  Au-' 
guft,  and^  v^as  received  as  a  deliverer  :  for  the  Nea- 
polit^s  had  Been  under  the  utmoft  terror  of  an  in^: 
vafioiv  from  the  Spaniards.  Sir  George  Byng  re- 
ceived intelKgence  from  the  Viceroy,  Count  Diun, 
who  treated  him  with  the  moft  diftuiguifliing  markrf 
of  refpeft,  that  the  Spanifl)  army,  amounting  to 
thirty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  • 
Lede,  had  landed  in  Sicily,  reduced  Palermo  ancf 
Mefliha,  and  were  then  employed  in  the  liege  of  thtf 
citadel  belonging  to  this  laft  city:  that  the  Piedmori-' 
tefe  ^rrifdn  would  be  obliged  to  furrender,  if  notf 
^Ipeedily  relieved  :  that  an  alliance  was  upon  the  car- 
pet between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Sicily^ 
whtch  laft  had  defired  the  afliftance  of  die  Imperial' 
troops,  and  agreed  to  receive  them  into  the  citadef 
of  Meffina.  The  admiral  immediately  refolved  t& 
£ail  thither,  and  took  under  his  convoy  a  neinforce* 
ment  of  two  thoufand  Germans  for  the  citadel,  under 
the  command  of  General  Wetzel.  He  forthwith 
Hilled  from  Naples,  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft^ 
was  in  fight  of  the  Faro  of  Meffina.  He  dimatched  his' 
own  Captain  with  a  polite  meflage  to  the  Marquis  de- 
Lede,  propofing.a  ceflation  of  arms  in  Sicily  for  two 
mbntihs,  that  die  poweiis  of  Europe  might  have  timer 
to  contert*  meafures  for  Veftbring  a  lading  peace ; 
sTnd  declaiihg*,  that  fliould  this  propofal  be  rejedled,* 
he  wdiild,  in  puriuance  of  Kis  inftru6lions,  ufe  all  hi* 
force  to  rirevent  fiirthfei^  attempts  to  di'fturb  the  do- 
ttiinionis  nis  maftep  had  engaged^  to  defend.    Thet* 

B  B  2  Spaniih 
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B:0  a  KSpaxiifh  General  anfwered^  that  he  hi4  na  powers  t0^ 
^^*     treaty  and  consequently  could  not  agree  to  an  aniu-« 

^'^^Jj^^ltice,  but  fhould  obey  his  orders,  which  diredled  him 
to. reduce  Sicily  for  his  mafter  the  King  of  Spain*. 
.  1%e  Spainiih  fleet  had  failed  from  the  harbour  of. 
Meffinapn-the  day  before  the  Engliih  fqi^dron  ap- 
peared. Admiral  Byng  fuppoied  they  had  retired. 
to. Malta,  and .dire<9:ed  his  courfe  towards iMEeffiiiap 
in  order  rto  encourage  and  (iippdrt  the  gandfon  in  tke 
citadel.  But  in  doubling  tne  point  of  FaQO,  he 
ckfcried  two  Sp^fh  fcouts,  and  learned  from  the 
people  of  a  &kicca  from  the  Cal^brian  fhore,  that 
they  had  feen  from  the  hills  the  Spanifh  fleet  iyiog 
to  in  order  of  battle*  The  Admiral  iounediatdy 
,  detached*  the  German  troops  to  Reggio,  under  con-^ 
yoy  of  two  fhips  of  war.  Then  he  uood  through,  the 
Faro  after  the  Spanifh  fcouts  that  led  him  to  their 
main  fleet,  which  before  noon  he  defcried  in  line  of 
baUle,  amonuting  to  feven-and-twenty  fail  large  and 
frnall,  befide&  two  fire-fkips^  four  bomb-veflels,  and 
feven  gallics,  They  were  commanded  in  chief  by 
t](pa  Antonio  de  Caflanita,  under  whom  were  the 
four  Rear*Admirals  Chacon,  Msui^  Guevara,  and 
Canmiock«  At  fight  of  the  Engliih  fquadron,  they 
fiood  away  large^  and. Byng  gave  chafe  all  the  lefl  a£ 
the  day.  In  the  morning,  which  was  the  eleventh  of, 
,  Augull^    R^ar* Admiral  de  Man,  with  fix  fhips  of 

war,  the  gallies,  fire-fhips  and  bombi-ketches  fe*  . 
parated  from  the  main  fleet,  and  flood  in  for  the 
Sicilian  fhore.  The  Bnglifh  Admiral  detached  Cap- 
tain Walton  with  five  fhips  in  purfuitof  them;  and 
they  were  foon  engaged.  He  himfelf  continued  to 
chafe  their  main  flejet ;  and  about  ten  o^dock  the 
battle  began*  The  Spaniards  feemed  to  be  diftradled 
in  their  councils,  and  a6led  in  confiifion.  They  ipade 
a  running  fight :  yet  the  Admirals  behitved  vmtk  cou- 
rage and  activity,  in  fpite  of  which  they  were  all  ta- 
ken, except  CammbcK,  who « made,  his  efcapewith 
three  fhips  of  war  an4  three  fngates.    In  tnis  en<-i 

gagemeat. 


GEORGE     I.  §f^ 

^^eftiettt,  which  happened  6ff  Cape  PaJ&o/  Cap^  chap. 
tain  Haddock,  of  the  Grafton/  fignaJiicd  his  couracc^^^-     . 
in  an  extraordinary  manner.     On  the  eighteenth  mt^^^f^i^^ 
AQnlirial  received  a  letter    from  Captain   Walton, 
<£ited  off  •S)rracufe,  intimating  that  he  had  taken 
four  Spidhifh  Ihips  of  war,  together  with  a  bomb- 
bctch;  and  a  veflel  laden  with  arms :  and  that  he  had' 
burned  four  (hips  of  the  line,  a  fire  fhip,  anda  bomb 
veflfel.*     Had  the  Spaniards  followed  the  advice  of 
Rear- Admiral  Cammock,  who  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, Sir  George  Byng  would  not  have  obtained  fiich 
an  cafjT  viiftorjr.    That  officer  propofed  that  thej^ 
ihould  remain  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Ruradile,  witn 
their  broadfides  to  the  fea  ;  in  which  cafe  the  Englilh 
Admiral  would  have^  found  it  a  very  difficult  taft:  to ' 
attack  them  t  for  the  coaft  is  fo  bold,  that  the  largeft  * 
fliips  could  ride  with  a  cable  afhore ;  whereas  ferther 
out  the  currents  are  fo  various  and  rapid,  that  the 
Englifh  fquadron  could  not  have  come  to  anchor,  or 
lie  near  them  in  order  of  battle  :  befides  the  Spa- 
niards might  have  been  reinforced  from  the  army 
on  fliore,  which  would  have  raifed  batteries  to  annoy 
the  ailailants.    Before  King  George  had  received  an 
account  of  this  engagement  from  the  Admiral,  he 
wfote  him  a  letter  with  his  own  hand,  approving  his 
conduft.     When*  Sir  George's  eldeft  fon  arrived  in 
England,  with  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  adtion^ 
he  was  gracioufly  received,  and  fent  back  with  pleni** 
potciitiary  powers  to  his  &ther,  that  he  might  hego- 
ciate^wirfi  the  fevend  princes  and  ftates  of  Italy,  as  he 
fhouM  fee  occafion.    The  fon  likewife  carried  the 
K]ftg*5  royal  grant  to  the  officers  and  feamen,  of  all 
thfe  prices  they  had  takin  from  the  Spaniards.    Not* 
wi^fbta£ng  this  vidpry,  the  Spamfh  army  carried 

•^Tfaii  kttcHtfttftly  deemeia  curious fpctimeik  of  tbt  lacoaick Ayle.  ' 

•f  Sir.    .    .  ,  .  ' 

«^e  have  uke^  and  dcftroyed  alF  the  Spamdi  fhipt  and  vefleU 
<<  w)ttcb'  w^  ttpoD  tkrcoift  I  the  number  at  per  margin.     I  am,  &c; 
.1         .      .  ,  ,    .  ^  M  <^.  \YAI.TON/;   ; 
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BOO  Kon  the  fiege  t>£  the  dtadel  of  Meflinay  -with  fuch  vir 
^JJ^^^^^gOur,  that  the  Governor  furrendered  the  place  by 
"^""^  capiituladon  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September. 
A  treaty  w^  now  concluded  at  Vienna  between  the 
fknperor  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  They  agreed  tp 
form  an  army  for  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia  in  behalf 
of  the  Duke ;  and  in  the  mean  time  this  Prince  en- 
gaged to  evacuate  Sicily ;  but  imtil  his  troops  could 
be  conveyed  from  that  ifland,  he  confented  tnat  they 
ihould  co-operate  with  the  Germans  againil  the  com- 
mon enemy.  Admiral  Byng  continued  to  aifift  the 
Imperialifts  in  Sicily  during  the  beft  part  of  the  win- 
ter, by  fcouring  the  feas  of  the  Spaniards,  and  keep- 
ing the  communication  open  between  iht  German 
JForces  and  the  Calabrian  fhore,  from  whence  they 
were-  fupplied  with  provifions.  He  adled  in  this  fer- 
vice  with  equal  conduit,  refolutiori,  and  a6Hvity. 
He  conferred  with  the  Viceroy  of  Naples,  and  the 
other  Imperial  Generals  about  the  operations  of  the 
ipnfuing  campaign,  and  Count  Hamilton  was  dif- 
patched  to  Vienna,  to  lay  before  the  Emperor  the  re- 
sult of  their  deUberations :  then  the  Admiral  fet  fail 
for  Mahon,  where  the  fhips  might  be  refitted^  and 
put  in  a  condition  to  take  the  fea  in  the  fpring. 

§-IX.  The  deilmdlion  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  was  a 
fubje6t  that  employed  the  deliberations  and  conjec- 
tures of  ail  the  poUticians  in  Europe.  Spain  ex- 
claimed againil  the  condu6l  of  England,  as  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  rules  of  good  £iith,  for  the  obferva- 
tioh  of  which  fhe  had  always  b^en  fo  famous.  The 
Marquis  de  Mpnteleone  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Craggs,  in  which  \ic  expoftulated  wifji  him  upon 
fuch  an.  unprecedented  outiage*  Cardinal  Alberoni, 
)n  a  letter  to  t^iaf  ^imiter,  inveighed  againft  it  as  a 
bafe  unworthy  adlion.  He  laid  the  neutrality  of 
Italy  was  a  weak  pretence,  fince  every  .body  knew 
that  neutraUty  had  long  been  at  an  end;  and  that  the 
Prince's  guarantees  of  the  trcfity  o/ Utrecht  were  en- 
tirely *difcharged' from  their  engagements^  not  only  by 
s  -.  tlic 


the  fctodalous  infirin^mexits  ccnnnutted  by  the  Au«  e  H  A  I?, 
ilrians  in  the  evacuation,  of  Catalonia  and  Majorca;     ^^* 
but  alfo  becaufe  the  guarantee  was  no  longer  binding '^^J^^ 
than  till  a  peace  was  concluded  with  France.     He 
taxed  the  Britiih  Miniftry  with  having  revived  and 
lupported  this  neutrality,  not  by  an  amicable  media- 
tion, but  by  open  violence,  and  artfully  abufing  the 
confidence  and  fecurity  of  the  Spaniards,    This  v^a^ 
the  language  of  difappointed  ambition.     NevertJ^- 
lefs  it.muil  be  owned,  that  the  condudl  of  England, 
on  this  occaiion^   was  irregular,    partial^  and  pre- 
cipitate. '  ^ 

^  X.  The  Parliament  meeting  on  the  eleventli  d^y 
of  November,  the  King  in  his  fpeech  declared,  that 
the  Court  of  Spain  had  reje&ed  all  his  amicable  p^ce 
pofals,  and  Ixoke  through  their  moiQ:  folemn.  enr 
gagements,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Britifli  commerce. 
To  vindicate,  therefore,  the  faith  of  his  former  triea- 
ties,  as  well  as  to  maintain  thofe  he  had  lately 
made,  and  to  prote6t  and  defend  the  trade  of  his 
fubjed%  which  had  in  every  branch  been  violently 
and  unjuftly  opprefled,  it  became  neceflary  for  hk 
naval  forces  to  check  their  progrefs  :  that  notwith- 
ilanding  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  that  Court  had  , 
lately  given  orders  at  all  the  pc^ts  of  Spain  and  of 
the  Weft-Indies  to  fit  out  privateers  againft  tlic 
Englifh.  He  faid  he  Was  perfuaded,  that  a  Britiih 
Parliament  would  enable  him  to  refent  fuch  treat- 
ment; and  he  allured  them  that  his  good  brodier, 
the  Regent  of  France,  was  ready  to  concur  with,  him 
in  the  moft  vigorous  meafures.  A  Arong  oppofi- 
tion  was  made  in  both  Houfes  to  the  motion  for  a^ 
addrefs  of  thanks  and  congratulation  propofed  by 
Juotd  Carteret.  Several  Peers  obferved,  that  fuch 
fu»  addrefs  was,  in  efFed,  to  approve  a  lea-fight 
which  might  be  attended  With  dangerous  ^onfe<^ 
quences,  and  to  give  the  faadlion  of  that  au^il 
ailembly  to.  tne4fures  wbi^h,  upon  examinittion^ 
TOight  appeal  eithw  to  clalh  with  ©e^  law  j>f  D^lipes^t 
..    -  •  '  or,        , 
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BOO  KOi'fcfltrier  treaties,  or  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  ►  trade 
"•      of  Great-Britain  :  that  they  ought  to  proceed  with 

^^JJJJ^jthe  utmoft  caution  and  matureft  deliberation,  in^  an 
affair  wherein  the  honour,  as  well  as  the  intejreft  ef 
the  natron,  were  fo  highly  concerned.  Lord  Straf- 
-  ford'  moved  for  an  addrefs,  that  Sir  George  Byng's 
inftru<Sions  might  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Earl 
Stanhope  replied,  that  there  ^as  no  occafion  for  fuch 
an  addrefs,  fince.  by  his  Majefty's  command  he  had 
already  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  treaties,  of  which 
the.latd  -fea-fight!  was  a  confequcnce :  particularly  the 
treaty  for  a  defenfi  ve  alliance  between  the  Emper6r 
and  his  Majefty,  concluded  at  Weftminftcr  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
-fcven  hundred  and  fixtecn  ;  and  the  treaty  pf  alli- 
ance for  reftoring  and  fettling  the  publick  peace, 
"  iigned  at  London  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of- July. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  Court  of  Spain  had  violated 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht^  arid  a6ted  againft  the  publick 
iaith^  in  attacking  the  Emperor's  dominions,  while 
he  was  engaged  in  a  war  againft  the  enemies  of 
Chriftendom  :  that  they  had  rejefted  his  Majefty*s 
friendly  offices  and  ofters  for  mediating  an  accom* 
modation.  He  explained  the  caufe  of  his  own  jour- 
ney to  Spain,  and  his  negociations  at  Madrid.  He 
added^  it  was  high  time  to  check  the  growth  of  the* 
naval  power  of  Spain,  in  order  to  proteft  and  fecure 
the  trade  of  the  Britifti  fubje6ls  which  had  been 
violendy  oppreiled  by  the  Spaniards.  After  a  long 
debate,  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  coniiderable 
majority.  The  fame  fubjeft  excited  difputes  of  the. 
fame  nature  in  the  Houfe  of  Gommcms,  where  Lord: 
Hinchinbroke  moved  that,  in  their  addre&  of 
thanks,  they  ihould  declare  their  entire  fatisfa6tion 
in  thc^e  meafures  which  the  King  had  already  taken 
f«ftrengthemng  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  and  efta- 
bkihing  a  lafting  tranquillity  in  Europe,  The- 
members  in  the  ^ppofition  urged^  that  it  was  un^' 
paiiuuneatary  and  uiipreicedf^nted^  on  tho  ^  day: 

of 
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ofthefeffion,  to  enter  upon  particuhurs' :  *th«t.1tlioeH  ap. 
bufinefs  in  queftion  was  ofthehigheftithportanoc,  *^- 
and  deferved  the  moft  mature  dcfibcration^ 'thati^^^J^^lJ^ 
before  they  approved  the  meafures  which  ^hadb^n 
'  taken,  they  ought  to  examine  the  reafons  on  whidi 
thofe  mcal'ures  were  founded.  Mr.  Robert  Wal'- 
pole  affirmed,  that  the  giving  fan6lion,  inthennani- 
ner  propofed  to  the  late  mtafures,  icould  haVe  no 
other  view  than  that  of  fcreening  minifters,  •■who 
were  coftfciops  of  having  begun  a waragainft  Spain, 
and  now  wanticd  to  make  it  the  Parliament"^  vrat: 
He  obfcrved,  that  inilead  of  an  entire  fatisfa<$tion; 
they  ought  to  exprefs  their  entire  diflatisfaftion  ^vith 
fuch  cpnduft  as  was  CGj^trary  to  the  lawof  ^natiomj 
and  a  breach  of  the  moft  fblenm  treaties.  »  Mr.  Sc-i 
cretary  Craggs,  in  a  ion^  fpeech,  explained  the 
nature  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  ^djuifafied  all  ^6 
meafures  which  had  been  takeij.  Iiie  additfs,  i^ 
moved  by  Lord  Hinchinbrofce,  was  *  at '  length' 
carried,  and  prefented  to  his  Majefty*  Then  the 
Commons  proceeded  to  confider  the  fupply.  They 
voted  thirteen  thou&nd  five  hundred  lailors  j  and 
twelve  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  menfof 
the  land-fcrvice.  The  whole  eftimate  amounted  to 
two  milfions  two  hundred  and  fifty-fcven  thoufand 
five  hundred  eighty-one  pounds,  nineteen  ihillings* 
The  money  was  raifed  by  a  land-tax,  malt-tax,  <md^ 
lottery.     *  :      ^  ^ 

§'XI.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  Earl- 
Stanhope  declared,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that^  iri 
order  to  unite  the  hearts  of  the  well-afFe6^ed  to  the 
prefent  eftablilhment,  he  had  a  bill  to  offer  under* 
the  title  of  '*  An  a<a  for  Hrengthening  the  ProteftJ-i 
^^  aiit  intereft  in  thefe  kingdoms.**  It  was  accord^  • 
ingly  read,  and  appeared  to  be  a  bill  repealing  the  * 
a6ts  againft'occafional  conformity,  the  growth  df* 
fchifm,  and  fome  claufes  in  the  Corporation  artd  i 
Teft  atfts.  This  had  been  concerted  by  the  mini*^ 
iiry;  in  private  meetingBy  ^th  the  mpfl  emott^nc 
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KDifle^ters.  The  Tory  Lords  were  afioniihed  at  this 
motioii,  for  which  they  were  altogether  unprepared. 
'Neverthelefs,  they  were  flrenuous  uj  their  oppofi- 
tion.  They  alledged  that  the  bill,  inftead  of 
flrengthening,  would  certainly  weaken  the  Church 
of  England,  by  plucking  off  her  beft  feathers,  in- 
vefting  her  enemies  wiA  power,  and  fharing  with 
Churchmen  the  civil  and  military  emplpyments  of 
which  they  were  then  wholly  pioflefled.  Earl  Cow- 
per  declared  himfelf  againft  that  part  of  the  bill  by 
which  fome  claufes  of  the  Teft  and  Corporation 
adts  were  repealed :  becaufe  he  looked  upon  thofe 
,adls,  as  the  main  bulwark  of  our  excellent  confti- 
tution  in  Church  and  State,  which  ought  to  be  in- 
violably preferved.^  The  Earl  of  Hay  oppofcd  the 
bill,  becaufe,  in  his  opinion,  it  infringed  the  paSa 
com)enta  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  by  which  the  bounds 
both  of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  the  Church  of 
Scodand  were  fixed  and  fettled ;  and  he  was  appre- 
henfive,  if  the  articles  of  the  Union  were  broke  with 
.refpeft  to  one  Church,  it  might  afterwards  be  a  pre- 
cedent to  break  them  with  rcfpecSl  to  the  omer. 
The  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  Ijud  the  Adls  which 
by  this  bill  would  be  repealed  were  the  main  bul- 
wark and  fupporters  of  the  Englifti  Church :  he  ex- 
preiled  all  imaginable  tendernefs  for  well-meaning 
confcientious  Diflenters :  but  he  could  not  forbear 
faying,  fome  among  that  fefi  made  a  wrong  ufe  of 
the  favour  and  indulgence  (hown  to  them  at  the  Re-  • 
volution,  though  they  had  the  leail  fhare  in  that 
happy  event:  it  was,  therefore,  thought  necellary 
for  the  legiflature  to  interpofe,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the 
fcandalous  pnwSlice  of  occafional  conformity.  He 
added,  tliat  it  would  be  needlefs  to  repeal  the  z£\. 
againft  fchifm,  fince  no  advantage  had  been  taken 
of  it  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Diflenters.  Dr.  Hoad- 
ley,  Biihop  of  Bangor,  endeavoured  to  prove,  that 
the  occafional  and  Ichifm  a6ls  were  in  efFedl  perfe- 
cutinglaws;  and  that  by  admitting  the  principle  of 
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feif*defenGe  and  felf-pccfen^ation^  in  matters  of  rdi-  chap. 
jgian,  all  the  psrfecudons  maintained  by  the  heathens  ^^' 
againil  the.  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity,  and  even  the^'^J^JJT^ 
Popifh  Inquiiition,  nught  be  juilified.  With  refpe£t 
to  the  power  of  which  many  clergymen  appeared  fo 
fond  and  fo  zealeu9  -,  he  owned  the  defire  of  power 
and  riches  was  natural  to  all  men ;  but  that  he  had 
learned  both  from  reafon  and  from  the  gofpel,  that 
this  defire  muft  be  kept  within  due  bounds,  and  not 
entrench  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  fe^ow- 
creatures  and  countrymen.  After  a  long  debate^  the 
Houfe  ^eed  to  leave  out  fome  claufes  concerning 
the  Teft  and  Corporation  ads :  then  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted^ and  afterwards  j)ailed.  In  the  Lower  Houfe 
jit  met  with  violent  oppofidon^  in  fpite  of  which  it 
was  carried  by  the  minority. 

^  XII^  The  King  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  De- 
cember, fent  a  meflage  to  the  Commons,  importing, 
that  all  his  endeavours  to  procure  redrefs  for  the 
injuries  done  to  his  fubje6)s  by  the  King  of  Spain 
having  proved  ineffe<Slual,  he  had  founci  it  neceilary 
to  declare  war  againfl  that  Monarch.  When  a 
motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs,  to  aiTure  the  King 
they  woiild  cheerfully  fupport  him  in  the  profecudoa 
of  the  war,  Mr.  Shippen  and  fome  other  membecs 
faid,'  they  did  not  fee  the  neceflity  of  involving  the 
nadon  in  a  war,  on  accoimt  of  tome  grievances  q£ 
v/hich  the  merchants  complained,  as  thefe  might  be 
amicably  redreiled.  Mr.  Stanhope  aflured  the 
.Houfe,  that  he  had  prefented  five-and-twenty  me- 
morials to  the  miniflry  of  Spain  on  that  fubjeiSt^ 
without  fuccefs.  Mr.  Methueq  accounted  for  the 
dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Spanifh  Court  in  com- 
mercial affairs,  by  explaining  the  great  variety  of 
reguladons  in  the  feveral  provinces  and  ports  of  that 
kingdom*  It  was  fuggefted,  that,  tlie  miniflry  paid 
very  litde  regard  to  thp  trade  and  interefl  of  the  na- 
don ;  inafmuch  as  it  appeared  by  the  anfwer  from 
a  Secretary  ^f  Sp^e  to  tl^  le^^er  of  the  Marquis  de 
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to  oKMontdeone,  that  they  would  have  ovorlobkecl  thif 
^^'     violation  of  the  treaties  of  commerce,  provided  Spain 
jji%,     had  accepted  the  conditions  ftipulated .  in  the  qi»-: 
druple  alliance  ;  for  it  was  there  exprefsly  fak),  diat 
his  Majefty,  the    King  of  Great-firitainj    did 'not 
feek.  to  aggrandize  himfelf  by  any  new  acqmiilaoA^ 
but  was  rather  inclined  to  facriiice  fomething  of  hi^ 
own  to  procure  the  general  quiet  and  tranquiHity  of 
Europe.     A  member  obferved,  that  nobody  coiild^ 
tell  how  far  that  facrifice  would  have  extended  ;  but 
certainly  it  was  a  vefy  uncommon  firetcb  of  conde- 
fcenfion.    This  facrifice  was  faid  to  be  the  ceiSon 
of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  which  the  Regent  of 
France  had  offered  to  the  King  of  Spain,  provided^ 
he  would  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance.    Horatio 
Walpole  obferved,  that  the  difpofition  of  Sicily  in 
£ivour  of  the  Emperor  was  an  infraction  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht ;  and  his  brother  exclaimed  againft  the 
injuftice  of  attacking  the  Spanifh  fleet  before  a  de- 
claration of  war.     Notwithftanding  all  thefc  argu* 
ments  and  obje6lions,  the  majority  agreed  to  the- 
addrefs ;  and  fuch  another  was  carried  in  the  Upper 
Houfe  without  a  divifion.    The  declaration  of  war 
againft  Spain  was  pubUfbed  with  the  ufual  folemni- 
ties  ;  but  this  war  was  not  a  favourite  of  the  people, 
and  therefore  did  not  produce  thofe  acclamations  that 
were  ufual  on  fuch  occafions. 

^  XIII.  Meanwhile  Cardinal  Alberoni  employed 
all  his  intrigues,  power,  and  indufiry,  for  the  graj- 
tification  of  his  revenge.     He  caufed  new  (hips  $i» 
be  built,  the  fea-ports  to  be  put  in  a  pofturc  of  dfc*  / 
fence,  fuccours  to  be  fent  to  Sicily,  and  the  profdr^ 
m^afures  to  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  Sardinia*  - 
He,  by  means  of  the  Prince  de  Cellamare,  the  Spa^^  ^ 
niih  Ambaiiador  at  Paris,  caballed  with  the  malcon**!  * 
tents  of  that   kingdom,    who  were  numerous  and 
powerful.     A  fcheme  was  a6lually  formed  for  fcizin^-  * 
the  Regent,  and  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  Kii^. 
The  Duke  <tf  Odeans  owed  the  firft  intimatiim  M  < 
Or  this 
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ikSb  idot  to  King  George^  who  gave  him  td  tinder- c  h  a  p; 
fyuM,   that    a    confpiracy  was   formed  againft  his^^Jj^^^^^ 
peifon  and  goTemment.    The  Regent  immediately    1711. 
took  meafures   for    watching   the   condu6l  of   all 
fufpe^led  perfons;    but    the    whole    intrigue    was 
difcovered  by  accident.    The  Prince  de  Cellamare 
entrofied  his  difpatches  to  the  Abb6  Portocarrero, 
and  to  a-  fon  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteleone.    Thefe- 
eodiilaries  fet  out  from  Paris  in  a  poft-chaife,  and 
were  overturned.    The  poflillion  overheard  Porto- 
carrero  fay,  he  would  not  have  loft  his  portmanteau 
for  a  hundred  thoufand  piiloles.    The  man,  at  his 
return  to  Paris,  gave  notice  to  the  government  of 
wiuit  he  bad  obferved*     The  Spaniards,  bein^  pur- 
iiied,  were  overtaken  and  feized  at  Poitiers,  with  the 
portmanteau,  in  which  the  Regent  found  two  letters 
that  made  him  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of 
llie  confpiracy.    The  Prince  de  Cellamare  was  im- 
mediately conducted  to  the  frontiers ;    the  Duke 
9f  Maine;  the  Marquis  de  Pompadour,-  the  Cardi- 
nal de  Polignac,  and  many  other  perfons  of  dif^ 
tin6tion,  were  committed  to  diiFerent  prifons.    The 
Regent  declared  war  againfl  Spain,  on  the  twenty-  ^ 
ninth  day  of  December;  and  an  army  of  fix-and- 
thkty  thoufand  men  began  its  march  towards  that  ^ 
kingdom  in  January,   under  the  command  of  the' 
Duke  of  Berwick.  ^    '■ 

§  XIV.  Cardinal  Alberoni  had  Hkewife  formed  a 
Iclieme  in  favour  of  the  Pretender.    The  Duke  of  ^ 
Orai<M)d  repairing  to  Madrid,  held  conferences  with "^ 
bis  Eminence ;  and  meafures  were  concerted  for  ex-' ' 
citing  another  infurre6ti(Mi  in  Great^Britain.    The 
Chevalier  de  St.  Geoi^e  quitted  Urbino  by.  ileakh  ; 
and  embarking  at  Netteno,  landed  at  Cagliari  in  ^ 
l^larch.    From  thence  he  took  his  pafflige  to  Rbfea  ^ 
in  Catalonia,  and  proceeded  to  Madrid,  where  he 
was  received  with  great  cordiality^  and  treated  as  • 
King  of  Great-Britain.     An  acmambnt  had  baen 
eguipped'of  ten  ihips  of  war  and  ti^nfpairts,  having 
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B  o  o  Koh  board  fix  thoufand  regular  troops,  with  arms  for 
.  II-  -  twelve  thoufand  men.  The  command  of  this  fleet 
'was  beftowed  on  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  jitle 
of  Captain-General  of  his  Moft  Catholick  Majefty. 
He  was  provided  with  declarations  in  the  name  of 
that  King,  importing,  that  for  many  good  reafons 
he  had  fent  part  of  his  land  and  fea  forces  into  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  to  adl  as  auxiliaries  to  King 
James.  His  Britannick  Majefty,  having  received" 
from  the  Regent  of  France  timely  notice  of  this  in- 
tended invafion,  offered,  by  proclamations,  rewards' 
to  thofe  that  fhould  apprehend  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
or  any  gentleman  embarked  in  that  expedition. 
Troops  were  ordered  to  affemble  in  the  north,  and' 
in  the  weft  of  England :  two  thoufand  men  were* 
demanded  of  the  States-General :  a  ftrong  fquadron 
was  equipped  to  oppofe  the  Spanifh  armament ;  and 
rfie  Duke  of  Orleans  made  a  profffer  to*  King  George 
of  twenty  battalions  for  his  femce. 
'  §  XV.  His  Majefty  having  communicated  W 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  the  repeated,  advices 
he  had  received  touching  this  projected  defcent^ 
they  promifed  to  fupport  him  againft  all  his  enemies. 
They  defired  he  would  augment  his  forces  by  fea  tod 
land  ;  and  aflured  him  they  would  make  good  the 
extraordinary  expence.  Two  thoufand  nien  were 
landed  from'  Holland,  and  fix  battalions  of  Impcri- 
alifts  from  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  The  -Duke  of 
Ormond  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  Cape  Finifterre,  where  his  fleet  was  difperfed  and^ 
difablcd  by  a  violent  ftorm,  which  entirely  defeated' 
the  purpofed  expedition.  Two  frigates,  however, 
arrived  m  Scotland,  with  the  Earls  Marifchal.  and 
Seafbrth,  the  Marquis  of  TuUibardine,  fome  field- 
officers;  ,  three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  arms  for  two 
thoufand  men.  They  were  joined  by  a  fmall  body-' 
of  Highlanders,  and  poflfeflid  themfelves  of  Donan 
Caftle.  Againft  thefe  adventurers  General  Wight- 
man  marched  with  a  body  of  regular  troops  from 
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lAvemefi.    They  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  pafeCH  ap. 
at  <Senlhiel;    but,  at  the  approach  of  the  King's  ^^^""^ 
forces^  retired  to  the  pafs  at  Strachell,  which  they    1718..  ' 
refolved  to  defend.    They  were  attacked  and  driven 
ftom  one  eniinence  to  another  till  night,  when  the 
Highlanders  difperfed  ;  and  next  day  the  Spaniards 
furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.     Marifchal, 
Seaforth,     and  Tullibardine,     with    fome  officers, 
retired  to  one  of  the  weftem  ifles,  in  ordei*  to  wait  an 
opportunity  oPbeing  conveyed  to  the  continent. 

^  XVI.  On  the  laft  day  of  February  the  Diikt? 
of  Somerfet  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  that\. 
the  number  of   Peers  b«ing  very  much  increafcd,  \^  AS^ 
efpecially  lince  the  xmion  of  the  ti^^o  kingdoms,  it- 
feemed  abfolutely  neceflary  to  take  efFedtual  mea- 
fures  for  preventing  the  inconveniences  that  might 
attend  the  creation  of  a  great  number  of  Peers,  to 
fcrve  a  prefent  purpofe  :  an. expedient  which  had 
been  aftually  taken  in  the  late  reign.     He  therefore  K  ^'^^^^ 
moved  that  a  bill  fhould  be  brought  in,  to  fettle  and' 
limit  the  Peerage,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  num- 
ber of  Englifli  Peers  fhould  not  be  enlarged  beyond' 
fix  above  the  prefent  number,  which,  upon  failure 
of  male  ifliie,  might  be  fupplied  by  new  cneations  r 
that  inftead  of  the  fixteen  elective  Peer$  from  Scot-    : 
land,  twenty-five  fhould  be  made  hereditary  on  the 
part  of  that  kingdom  ;  and,  that  this  number,  upon 
failure  of  the  heirs-male,  fhould  be  fupplied  from 
Ae  other  members  of  the  Scottifh  Peerage.    This  ' 

bill  was  intended  as  a  reftraint  upon  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  happened  to  be  at  variance  with  the  pre- 
fent miniftry.  The  motion  was  fupported  by  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  now  Lord-Steward  of  the  Houfe- 
hold,  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  and  Carlifle.  It  was  op- 
pofed  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  faid,  that  although 
%c  expected  nothing  from  the  Crown,  he  would  hevef 
give  his  vote  for  lopping  ofFfo  valuable  a  branch  of 
the  prerogative,  which  enabled  the  King  to  rewdrxl 
merit,  and  virtuous  aftioiis.  The  debate  wasadi 
^-  •  1  journcd  ' 
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BOOKJourned  to  the  fecond  day  of  March^  wh(m  Earl 
^J^*     Stanhope  delivered  a  tnefiage  from  the  Kingy  inti- 
'"^[Jjj^ mating,  that  as  they  had  under  confideration  the 
fiate  of  the  Britifh  Peerage,    he  had  fo   much   at 
heart   the   fettling  it  upon  fuch  a  foundation,    as 
might  fecure  the  freedom  and  conftitution  of  Par- 
liaments in  all  future  ages,  that  he  was  willing  his 
prerogative  fhould  not  Hand  in  the  way  of  fo  great 
alid  neceilary  a  work.     Another  violent  debate  en* 
fued  between  the  two  factions.     The  queftion  here, 
as  in  almoft  every  other  difpute,  was  not,  Whether 
the   meafure    propofed   w^tS    advantageous  to  the 
nation  ?  but,  Whether  the  Tocy  or  the  Whig  inte- 
reft  fhould  predominate  in  Parlianient  ?   Earl  Cow- 
per  affirmed,  that  the  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  the 
Scottiih  peerage,  was  a  manifeil  violation  of  the 
treaty  of  Union,  as  well  as  a  flagrant  piece  of  in- 
juftice,  as  it  would  deprive  perfons  of  their  right, 
without  being  heard,  and  without  any  pretence  or 
forfeiture  on  their  part.      He  obfcrved,   that   the 
Scottiih  Peers  excluded  from  the  number  of  the 
twenty-five  would  be  in  a  worfe  condition  than  any 
other  fubjecfts  in  the  kingdom :  for  they  would  be 
neither  eledling  nor  eleded,  neither  reprefenting  nor 
Aniiftlt.    reprefented.    Thefe  objedtions  were  over-ruled  ;  fe- 
TtndaV    ^^^^  refolutious  were  taken  agreeably  to  the  mo- 
Hift:  Reg.tion ;  and  the  Judges  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
Deb.  in    bring  in  the  biU.    This  meafure  alarmed  the  gene- 
JJi,!^'     rahty  of  Scottifli  Peers,  as  well  as  many  Englifh 
Lifct  of    Commoners,  who  faw  in  the  bill  the  avenues  of  dig- 
tbe^  Adrai-^jy  and  title  (hut  up  ag^inll  them ;  and  they  did  not 
fail  to  exclaim  agauiil  it,  as  kn  encroachment  upon 
the  fruidamental  maxims  of  the  conftitution.    Trea* 
tifes  were  wntten  and  publiftied  on  both  (ides  of  the 
queftion  :    and  a  national  clamour  began  to  arife, 
when  Earl  Stanhope  obferved,  in  the  Houfe,  that 
as  the   bill  had  raifed    (Irange    apprehenfions,  he 
thought  it  advilable  to  poftpone  the  further  confi- 
deration  of  it  till^a  more  proper  opportunity.    It 
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wias  acMrdingly  dropped^  and .  the  P^liament  pf  d«  G  H  A  P^ 
rogued  on  the  dghceemb  day ,  of  April>  on  which     ^'» 
octaiion   hi&  Majefty.told  both  Hmifca»  that  ths''^^^^ 
Spamfh  King  had  actonowledged  the  Pretender, 

§  XVII.  The  King  twiving  appointed  Lordt^Ao.  17194 
Jullices'.  to  rule  the  kingdom  in  his  abfence^  €n>* 
baiicod*  in  May  for  'Holland,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ctedojd  to  Hanovier,  .where  he  concluded  a  .peace 
with  Ulrica,  the  new  Queen  of  Sweden,  By  thi^ 
treaty  Sweden  yielded  for  ever  to  the  Royal  and 
ele<Sloral  Hbufe  of  Brunfwick,  the  duchies  of  Bremen 
and  Verden,  -With  all  their  dependencies  :  King 
George  obliged  himfelf  to  pay  a  million  of  rix^ 
dollars  to  the  Queen  of  Sweden  ;  and  to  renew,  as 
King  of  Great-Britain  and  Eledor  of  Hanbyer,  the 
alliances  fortnerly  fubfilting  between  his  predecefloES 
and  that  kingden^.  He  likewife  mediated  a  peace 
between  Sweden  and  his  former  allies,  the  Danea^ 
the  Pniflians,  and  the  Poles.  .  The  Czar,  however^ 
refiifed  to  give  u|>  his  fchemes  of  conquefl.  He 
lent  his  fleet  to  the  Scheuron^  or  Batfes  of  Sweden, 
where  •  his  troops  landing  to-  the  number  of  fif- 
teen thoufand,  committed  dreadful  outrages  :  but 
Sir  John  Norris,  who  commanded  an  Englilh  fqua^ 
dron  in  thofe  feas,  having  orders  to  fupport  tlie 
negociations,  and  oppofe  any  hoftilities  tnat  miglit 
fee  committed,  the  Czar,  dreading  the  fate  of  the 
Spanifh  navy,  thought  proper  to  recall  his  fleet.  In 
the  Mediterranean,  Admiral  Byng  a6ted  with  unr 
wearied  vigour  in  affiiiing  the  Imperialifts  to  finifli 
the  conqueft  of  Sicily.  The  Court  of  Vienna  had 
agreed  to  fend  a  {Irong  body  of  forces  to  finiih  the 
redu<ftion  of  that  ifland  ;  and  the  command  in  this 
expedition  was  bellowed  upon  the  Count  de  Merer,  ,  v 
with  whom  Sir  George  Byng  conferred  at  Naplca*  ,  . 

This  Admiral  fupplied  them  with  ammunition  ^aiid 
artillery  from  the  Spanifh  prizes.  He  took  the 
whole  reinforcement  under  his  convoy,  and'faw  tfacm 
(kfely  landed .  in  the  b^y  of  Patti,  to  the  Jiumbcr^tftf 
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ft  o  O  KthTee  ihoufand  five  hundred  horfe,  and  ten  thoufknd 
.  ^-  infantry.  Count  Merci  thinking  himfelf  naofe  thaa 
^Zjr*^^  match  for  the  Spanifli  forces  commanded  by  th« 
Marquis  de  Lede^  attacked  him  in  a  firong  camp 
at  Franca- Villa ;  and  wafc  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
five  thoufand  men,  himfelf  being  dangeroufly 
•^(rounded  in  the  action.  Here  -fais  army  mull  have 
periflied  for  want  of  prm^ifion,  had  they  not  beea 
itipplied  by  the  Englifn  navy. 

^  XVIII.  Admira,!  Byng  no  fooner  learned  the 
fcad  fuccefs  of  the  attack  at  Franca- Villa,  than  he 
Tembarked  two  battalions  from  the  garrifon  of  Me- 
lazzo,  a'nd  about  i  thoufand  recriits,  whom  he  feni 
under  a  convoy  through  the  Baro  to  Schefo-bay,  ia 
order  to  reinforce  the  Imperial  anny.  He  aftcr- 
^vvards  affiflcd  at  the  council  of  war  with  the  German 
Oenerals,  who,  in  confequence  of  his  advice,  under- 
took die  fiege  of  Meflina.  Then  he  repaired  to 
Naples,  where  he  propofed  to  Count  Gallas,  the 
liew  viceroy,  that  the  troops  deftiaed  for  the  con- 
queft  of  Sardinia  Ihould  be  firft  landed  in  Sicily,  and 
t:o-operate  towards  the  conquelt  of  that  iiland.  ll>e 
wopofal  was  immediately  difpatched  to  the  court  of 
Vienna.  In  the  mean  tin*ke,  the  Admiral  returned 
to  Sicily,  and  iiffifted  at  the  flege  of  Meilina.  The 
town  furrendered  :  ^lie  garrifon  retiTed  into  the  cita- 
del :  and  the  remains  erf  the  Spanifh  nav)%  which 
had  efcaped  at  Paflaro,  were  now  defrroyed  in  the 
Mole,  llie  Empetor  approved  of  tlie  fcheme  pro- 
pofed by  the  Englilh  Admiral,  to  whom  he  wrote  a 
very  ^acious  letter,  intimating  that  he  had  dif- 
patched orders  to  the  Governor  of  Milan,  to  detach 
the  troops  defighed  for  Sardinia  to  Vado,  in  order 
to  be  tranfported  into  Italy-"  The  Admiral  charged 
himfelf  with  the  performance  of  this  fervice.  Hav- 
ing furnifhed  the  Imperial  army  before  Meflina  wich 
another  fiipply  of  catinon,  powder,  and  fliot,  upon 
his  own  credit,  he  fet  fail  for  Viado,  where  he  for- 
mounted  numberlefs  difficulties,  liarted  by  the  jca- 
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ioufy  of  Count  BonneVal,  who  was  unwilling  td  feeC  HAP. 
hia  trdops,  deflined  for  Sardinia,  now  diverted  to  ^^* 
another  expedition,  in  which  he  could  not  enjoy  the^"^^^[^7^ 
chief  command.  At  length,  Admiral  Byng  faw 
the  forces  embarked,  and  convoyed  them  to  Meffina, 
the  citadel  of  which  furrendered  in  a  few  days  after 
their  arrival.,  By  this  time  the  Marquis  de  Lede  had 
-fortified  a  ftrong  poftat  Caftrp-Giovanne,  in  tha 
centre  of  the  ifland  :  and  cantoned  his  troops  about 
Aderno,  Palermo,  and  Catcnea.  The  Imperialifti 
could  not  pretend  to  attack  him  in  this  fituation, 
nor  could  they  remain  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Meffina,  on  account  of  the  fcarcit)-  of  provifions. 
They  would,  therefore,  have  been  obliged  to  quit 
the  ifland  during  the  winter,  had  not  the  Admiral 
undertaken  to  tranfport  them  by  fea  to  Trapani, 
where  they  could  extend  themfelves  in  a  plentiful 
country.  He  not  only  executed  this  enterprife ;  but 
even  fupplied  theni  with  corn  from  Tunis,  as  the 
harn^efts  of  Sicily  had  been  gathered  into  the  Spanifh 
magazines.  It  was  the  fccond  day  of  March  before 
the  laft  embarkation  of  the  Imperial  troops  were 
landed  at  Trapani. 

^  XIX.  The  Marquis  de  Lede  immediately  re- 
tired with  his  army  toAlcano,  from  whence  he  fent 
his  Marefchal  de  camp  to  Count  Merci  and  the 
EngKfh  Admiral,  witn  overtures  for  evacuating 
Sicily,  The  propofals  were  not  difagreeable  to  th^ 
Germans ;  but  Sir  George  Byng  declared  that  the 
Spaniards  fliould  not  quit  the  inland  while  the  war 
continued,  as-  he  forefa\v  that  thefe  troops  would  be 
employed  againft  France  or  England.  He  agreed, 
however,  with  Count  Merci,  in  propofing,  that  if 
the  Marquis  would  fitrrender  Palermo,  and  retire 
into  the  middle  part  of  the  ifland,  they  would  con- 
fent  to  an  armiftic'e  for  fix  weeks,  until  the  iiyjti- 
mentd  of  their  diflferent  Courts  fliould  be  known. 
The  Marquis  offered  to  furrender  Palermo,  in  coa- 
fideration  of  a  fufpenficm  of  arms  for  tliree-  months ; 
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BOO  Kbut,  while  this  negociation  was  depending,  he  re- 
^^'      ceiyed  a.dvice  from  Madrid,    that  a  general  peace 
^""^^l^'^^was  concluded.      Neverthelefs,    he  broke    off  the 
treaty,  in  obedience  to  a  fecret  order  for  that  pur- 
pofe.     The  King  of  Spain  hoped  to  obtain  the  rcfti- 
tution  of  St.  Sebaftian's,    Fontarabia,     and  .  other 
places  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  in  exchange 
for  the  evacuation  of  Sicily.     Hoftilities  were  con- 
tinued until  the  Admiral  received  advice  from  tlie 
JEarl  of  St^ir  at  Paris,  that  the  Spanifh  Ambaflador  at 
the  Hague  had  figned  the  quadruple  Alliance.     By 
the  fame  courier  packets  were  delivered  to  the  Count 
de  Merci  and  the  Marquis  de  Lede,  which  laft  gave 
the  Admiral  and  Imperial  General  to  underftand  that 
he  looked  upon  the  peace  as  a  thing  concluded ; 
and  was  ready  to  treat  for  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities. 
They  infilled  on  his  delivering  up  Palermo;    on 
the  other  hand  he  urged,  that  as  their  mafters  were 
in  treaty,  for  fettling  the  terms  of  evacuating  Sicily 
and  Sardinia,  he  did  not  think  himfelf  authorifed  to 
agree  to  a  ceflation,  except  on  condition  that  each 
pa/ty  Ihould  remain  on  the  ground  they  occupied, 
and  expe(9:   further    orders    from   their    principals. 
After  a  fruitlefs  interview  between  the  three  chiefs 
at  the  Cafline  de  Roffignola,  the  Imperial  General 
refolved  to  undertake  the  liege  of  Palermo :    with 
this  view  he  decamped  from  Alcamo  on  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  April,;  and  followed  the .  Marquis  de 
Lede,  who    retreated    before  him,    and    took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  advantageous  ports  that  commanded 
the  pafles  into  the  plain  of  Palermo  :    but  Count 
Merci,  with  indefatigable  diligence,   marched   over 
the  mountains,    while    the  Admiral   coafted  along 
fliore,  attending  the  motions  of  the  army.      The 
Spanifli  General  perceiving  the  Germans  ad\'ancing 
into  the  plain,  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Palermo, 
and"*  fortified  his  camp  with  ftrong  entrenchments. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  May  the  Germans  took  one  of 
tlie  enemy's  redoubts  by  furprife,  and  the  Marquis 
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de  J>de  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  drawn  out  to  c  H  A  P. 
retake  this  fortificafion  :  both  armies  were  on  the     ^'• 
point  of  engaging  when  a  courier  arrived  in  a  fe- ' 
lucca,  with  a  packet  for  the  Marquis,    containing 
full  powers  to  treat  and  agree  about  the  evacuation 
of  the  ifland,  and  the  tranfportation  of  the  army  to 
Spain.     He  forthwith  drew  off  his  army ;  and  fent 
a  trumpet  to  the  General  and  Admiral,  with  letters, 
informing  them   of    the    orders    he    had  received, 
Commiffigners    were    appointed  on  each  fide,    the 
negociations  begun,  and  the    convention  figned  in 
a  very  few  days.     The  Germans  were  put  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Palermo,  and  the  Spanifh  army  marched 
to  Tauromini,  from  whence  they  were  tranfported  to 
Barcelona. 

§  XX.  The  Admiral  continued  in  the  MedlterjCa- 
nean  until  he  had  feen  the  iflands  of  Sicily  and  SaT- 
dinia  evacuated  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  mutual 
ceffions  executed  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  in  confequence  of  which,  four  bat- 
talions of  Piedmontefe  troops  were  tranfported  from 
Palermo  to  Sardinia,  and  took  pofleffion  of  Cagliari 
in  the  name  of  their  mafter.  In  a  word,  Admiral 
Byng  bore  fuch  a  confiderable  fhare  in  this  war  of 
Sicily,  that  the  fate  of  the  illand  depended  wholly 
on  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  condudl.  When  he 
waited  on  his  Majefty  at  Hanover,  he  met  with  a 
very  gracious  reception.  The  King  told  him  he 
had  found  out  the  fecret  of  obliging  his  enemies  as 
well  as  his  friends ;  for  the  Court  of  Spain  had  men- 
tioned him  in  the  moft  honourable  terms,  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  his  candid  and  friendly  deportment,  in  pro- 
viding tranfports  and  other  neceflaries  for  the  em- 
barkation of  their  troops,  and  in  protecting  them 
from  oppreffion.  He  was  appointed  Treafurer  of 
the  Navy,  and  Rear-Admiral  of  Great-Britain :  in 
a  little  time  the  King  ennobled  him,  by  the  title  of 
Vifcount  Torrington  :  he  was  declared  a  privy-coun- 
fellor  ;  and  afterwards  made  Knight  of  the  Bath,  at 
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BOO  Kthe  revival  of  that  order.     Durtng  thefe  occurrences 
^^^^V^in  the   Mediterranean,    the  ]3uke  of  Berwick  ad- 
,719.    vanced  with  the  French  army  to  the  frontiers  of 
Spain,  where   he  took  Fort-Paflage  and  dellroyed 
fix  fhips  of  war  that  were  on  the  ftocks :  tlien   he 
reduced  Fontarabia    and    St.  Sebaftian's,    together 
with   Port  Antonid    in  the  bottom    of  the  bay  of 
Bifcay.     In  this  laft  exploit  the  French  were  afliftcd 
-    by  a  detachment  of  Englifli  feamen,  who  burned 
two  large  (liips  unfinifhed,  and  a  great  quantity   of 
naval  ftores.     The  King  of  England,  with  a  view 
to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the    expence  of  the  war, 
projedled  the  cohqueft  of  Conxnna  in  Bifcay,  and 
of  Peru   in  South- America.     Four  thbufand   men, 
commanded  by  Lord  Cobham,  were  embarked  at 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  failed  on  the  twent)''-firft  day 
of  September,'  under  convoy  of  five  fliips  of  war, 
condu6led  by  Admiral  Mighels.     Inftead  of  making 
an  attempt  upon  Conmna,  they  reduced  Vigo  with 
very  little  difficulty ;  and  Point-a-Vedra  fubmitted 
without   refinance :     here    they  found  fome  brafs 
artillery,  fmallarms,  and  military  fl ores,  with  which 
they  returned    to    England..     In    the  mean   time 
Captain  Johnfon,  with  two  Englifh  ihips  of  war,  de- 
fijToyed  the  fame  number  of  Spanifh   fhips  in  the 
port  of  Ribadeo,  to  the  eaft ward  of  Cape  Ortegas, 
lb  that  the  naval  power  of  Spain  was  totally  ruined. 
The   expedition  to  the  Wefl-Indies  was  prevented 
by  the  peace.     Spain  being  opprefied  on  all  fides, 
and  utterly  exhaufted,  Philip  faw  the  neccflfity  of  a 
fpecdy  pacification.     He  now   perceived   the  mad* 
nefs  of  Alberoni's  ambitious  projects.     That  minifter 
was   perfonally    difagrceable   to  the  Emperor,    the 
King  of  England,  and  the  Regent  of  France,  who 
had  declared  they   would  hearken  to  no  propofals 
while  he   ihould   continue  in   office  :    the  Spanifh 
Monarch,  therefore,    divcfted  him  of  his  employ- 
ment ;    and  ordered  him  to  quit  the  kingtiom  in 
three  weeks.    .The  Marquis  de  Beretti  Landi,  mi- 
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nifter  from  the  Court   of  Madrid   at  the  Hague,cnAP«, 
delivered  a  plan  of  pacificjktion  to-  the  States  :  but  it       ^'* 
was  Fejcdled  bj"  the  Allies  ;  and  Philip  was  qbliged^'^r^^r'^ 
at  laft  to  accede  to  the  quadruple  alliance. 

^  XXI.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  King 
George  returned  to  England,  aini  on  the  twenty- 
third  opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament  with  a  fpeech, 
in  which  he  told  them,  that  all  Europe,  as  well  as 
Great-^'Britain,  was  on  the  point  of  being  delivered 
from  the  calamities  of  war  by  the  influence  of  Bri-. 
dfh  arms  and  councils.  He  exhorted  the  Commons 
to  concert  proper  means  for  leflening  the  debts  of 
the  nation  ;  and  concluded  with  a  panegyrick  uuot\ 
his  own  government.  It  muft  be  owqed  he  had  acted 
with  equal  vigour  and  dehberation  in  all  the  trouble? 
ho  had  encountered  fince  his  acceffion  to  the  throne. 
The  addrefles  of  both  houfes  were  as  warm  as.  h^ 
could  dciire.  They  in  particular  extolled  him  for 
having  inteipofed  in  behalf  qf  the  Proteftants  of 
Hungary,  Poland,  and  Germany,  who  had  beej^ 
oppreiled  by  the  practices  of  the  Popifh  Clergy,  and 

Srefented  to  him  memorials,  containing  a  detail  of  , 

leir  grievances.  He  and  jJl  the  other  Proteftant 
powers  warmly  interceded  in  their  favour ;  but  the 
grievances  were  not  redrelied.  The  Peerage-biU 
was  now  revived  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  and 
in  fpite  of  all  oppofition,  pafled  through  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  It  had  been  projected  by  Earl  Stanhope, 
and  eagerly  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Sunderland ; 
therefore,  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  attacked  it  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  with  extraordinary  vehemence. 
Here  too  it  was  oppofed  by  a  confiderable  number  of 
Whig  members  ;  and,  after  warm  debates,  rejected 
by  a  large  majority.  The  next  object  that  engrofled 
the  attention  of  the  Parliament  was  a  bill  for  better 
fecuring  the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown 
of  Great-Britain.  Maurice  Annefley  had  appealed 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  England,  from  a  decree  of 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  Ireland,  which  was  reverfed. 
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B  o  6  KThe  Britifh  Peers  ordered  the  Barbris  of  the  Exchc- 
^^^^.^^.^J^quer  in  Ireland  to  put  Mr.  Annefley  in  pofleffion  of 
J719.    the  lands  he  had  loft  by  the  decree  in  that  kingdom. 
The  Barons  obeyed  this  order  ;  and  the  Iriih  Houfe 
of  Peers  pafled  a  vote  againft  them,  as  having  adled 
in  derogation  to  the  King's  prerogative  in  his  high 
court  of  Parliament  in  Ireland,  as  alfo  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  that  Kingdom,  and  of  the  Parlia- 
ment thereof :  they,  likewife,  ordered  them  to    be 
taken  into  cuftody  of  the  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod  : 
they  tranfmitted  a  long  reprefentation  to  the  King, 
demonftrating  their  right  to  the   final  judicature  of 
caufes  :    and  the  Duke  of  Leeds,    in    the    Upper 
Houfe,  urged  fifteen  reafons  to  fupport  the  claim 
of  the  Irifh  Peers.      Notwithftanding    thefe  argu- 
ments, the  Houfe  of   Lords  in  England    refolvcd 
that  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland  had 
afted  with  courage,  according  to  law,  in  fupport  of 
his  Majefty's  prerogative,  and  with  fidelity  to  the 
.Crown  of  Great-Britain.     They  addrefled  the  King 
to  confer  on  them  fome  marks  of  his  royal  fav6ur, 
as  a  recompence  for  the  ill  ufage  they  had  undergdnc. 
Finally,  they  prepared  the  bill,  by  which  the  Irilh 
Houfe  of  Lords  was  deprived  of  all  right  to  pafs 
fentence,  affirm,  or  reverie  any  judgment  or  decree, 
given  or  made  in  any  court  within  that  kingdom. 
In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  was  oppofed  by  Mr, 
Pitt,  Mr.  Hungerford,  Lords  Molefworth  and  Tyr- 
connell ;  but  n'as  carried  by  the  majority,  and  received 
the  Royal  allent. 

§    XXII.    The  King  having  recommended   to 
the  Commons  the  confideration  of  proper  means  for 
lelfening  the  national  debt,  was  a  prelude   to  the 
famous  South-Sea  a6l,  which  became  produdlive  of 
fo  much  milthief  and  infatuation.     The  fcheme  was 

J)roje6led  by  Sir  John  Blunt,  who  had  been  bred  a 
crivener,  and  was  poflefled  of  all  the  cunningf  plau- 
lability,  and  boldnef^   requifite  for  fuch   an  under- 
'  taking.    He  communicated  his  plan  to  Mr.  Aiflabie, 

th« 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  as  well  as  to  one  c  H  A  p« 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State.    He  anfwered  all  their     '^• 
obje6iions;    and  the  proje6l  was  adopted.     They^^*''^^^^/ 
fbreiaw  their  own  private  advantage  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  defign,  which  was  imparted  in  the  name 
of  the  South-iSea  Company,  of  which  Blunt  was  a 
dire6lor,  who  influenced  all  their  proceedings.     The 
pretence  for  the  fcheme  was  to  discharge  the  national 
debt,  by  reducing  all  the  funds  into  one.     The  Bank 
and  South- Sea  Company  outbid  each  other;     The 
South-Sea  Company  altered  their  original  plan,  and 
offered  fuch  high  terms  to  Government,  that  the 
propofals  of  the  Bank  were  rejeded  ;  and  a  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  into  the  Houie  of  Commons^ 
formed  on  the  plan  prefehted  by  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany.    While  this  aflair  was  in  agitatipn,  the  ftockAnnait. 
of  that  company  rofe  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  ^?J^^ 
to  near  four  hundred,  in  confequence  of  the  conduit  XincUi. 
of  the  Commons,  who  had  rcje^led  a  motion  for  3.^*'^*?  ?^. 
claufe  in  the  bill,  to  fix  what  fhare  in  the  capital  rJi, 
ftock  of  the  company  fhould  be  veiled  in  thofe 
proprietors  of  the  annuities  who  might  voluntarily 
fublcribe ;  or  how  many  years'purchaie  in  money  they 
fhould  receive  in  fubfcribing,  at  the  choice  of  the 
proprietors.     In  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  the  bill  was^«7a^ 
oppofed  by  Lord  North  and  Grey,  Earl  Cowper, 
the  Dukes  of  Wharton,  Buckingham,    and  other 
Peers,  they  affirmed  it  was  calculated  for  enrich- 
ing a  few  and  impoverifhing  a  great  number:  that  it 
countenanced  the  fraudulent  and  pernicious  pra<3ice 
of  ftock-jobbing,  which  diverted  the  genius  of  the 
people  from  trade  and  induflry  :  that  it  would  give 
foreigners  the  opportunity  to  double  and  treble  the 
-vail  fums  they  had  in  the  publick  funds  ;  and  they 
would  be  tempted  to  realife  and  withdraw  their 
capital  and  immenfe  gains  to  other  countries ;  fo  that 
Great-Britain  would  be  drained  of  all  its  gold  and 
filver  ;  that  the  artificial  and  prodigious  rife  of  the 
South-Sea  flock  was  a  dangerous  bait^  which  might 

decoy 
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BOOK  decoy  many  uriwary  people  to  their  ruin,  alluring^^ 
^^[J^^^^them  by  a  falfc  profpedt  of  gain  to  part  with  th^ 
i^ao,    fruits  of  their  induftry,  to  purchafe  imaginary  riches  : 
that  the  addition  of  above  thirty  millions  cajiMtai- 
would  give  fuch  power  to  the  South-Sea  Company, 
as  might  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  nation;  for 
by  their  cxtenfive  intereft  they  would  be  able  to  in- 
fluence nxift,  if  not  all  the  elections  of  the  members  ; 
and  confequently  over-rule  the  refolutions    of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.     Earl   Cowper  urged,  that  in 
all  publick   bargains  the  individuals  ot  the  admi-* 
niflration  ought  to  take  care,  that  they  fliall  be  more 
adTOntageous  to  the   ftate  than  to  private  perfons  ; 
but  that  a  contrary  method  had  been  foKowed  in  the 
contract  made  with  the  South-Sea  Company  5  Ibr; 
'    ilieXiidthe  flocks  be  kept  at  the  iadvanced  price  tq 
.    \Vh1<^h  the^^  had  been  raifed  by  the  oblique  arti  erf 
ftock-jobbing,  either  that  company  or  its  principal 
jmembers  would  gain  abo'*^  thirty  millions,  of  which 
no  more    tlian  one    fourth  part    would    be    given 
towards; the  difcharge  of   the  national  debts.  ♦  He 
apprehended  that  the  re*purehafe  of  annuities  would 
hiect  with  h>fuperdble  difficulties ;  and,  in  fuch  cafe, 
none  but  a  few  perfons  who  were  in  the  fecret,  who 
had  bought  Itocks  at  a  low  rate,  and  afterguards  folcl 
them  at  ai  high  price,  would  in  the  end  be  gainers 
by  the  projecT:.     The  Earl  of  Sunderland  anfwercd 
their  obje(''tionsj     He  declared  that  thofe  who  coun- 
t»enanced   the   fcheme  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
had  nothing  in  view  but  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 
He  owned  that  the  managers  for  that  company  had 
iHidoubtedly  a  profpe6l  of  private  gain,  either  to 
thtmfelves  or  to  their  corporation ;    but,    he  faid, 
when  the  fcheme  was  accepted,  neither  the  one  nor 
'the  other  could  forefee  that  the  flocks  would  have 
*ifen  to  fuch  a  height :  that  if  they  had  continued  as 
they  were,  the  publick  woilkl  have  had  the  far  greater 
Ihare  of  the  advantage  accruing  from  the  fcheme  ; 
and  fheuld  they  be  kept  up  tc3^the.pFefent  high  price, 

it 
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it  was  but  reafonable  that  the  South-Sea  Company  C  H  a  F, 
(hould  enjoy  the  profits  procured  to  it  by  the  wife^^M;.,^^ 
management  and  induftry  of  the  diredtors,  which  1730. 
would  enable  it  to  make  lai^  dividends,  and  there- 
by accompliih  the  purpofe  of  the  fcheme.  The  bill 
paiied  without  amendment  or  divifion  ;  and,  on  the 
feventh  day  of  April  received  the  Royal  aflent.  By 
this  B£k  the  South-Sea  Company  was  authorifed  to 
take  in,  by  purchafe  or  fubfcription,  the  irredeemable 
debts  of  the  nation,  ftated  at  fixteen  millions  fiv« 
hundred  forty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  eighty-two 
pounds,  feven  (hillings,  one  penny  farthing,  at  fuch 
times  as  they  Ihouid  tind  convenient  before  the  firft 
day  of  March  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  without  any 
compuliion  on  any  of  the  proprietors,  at  fuch  rates 
end  prices  as  ihouid  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
company  and  the  refpedlive  proprietors.  They  were 
likewife  authorifed  to  take  in  all  the  redeemable 
debts,  amounting  to  the  fame  ftmi  as  that  of  the  ir^ 
redeemables,  either  by  purchafe,  by  taking  fubfcrip- 
tions,  or  by  paying  off  the  creditors.  For  the  Hberty 
of  taking  in  the  national  debts,  and  increafitig  theif 
cajHtd  ftock  accordingly,  the  company  confented 
that  thdr  prefent,  and  to  be  increafed  annuity, 
ihouid  be  continued  at  five  per  cent,  till  Midfum- 
mer,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  ;  from  thence  to  be  reduced  to  four 
per  cent,  and  be  redeemable  by  Parliament.  In  con- 
fideration  of  this,  and  other  advantages  expreflfed  in 
the  a<ft,  the  company  declared  themfelves  willing 
to  make  fuch  payments  into  the  receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer as  were  fpecilied  for  the  ufe  of  the  publick, 
to  be  applied  to  the^ifcharge  of  the  publick  debts 
incurred  before  Chriftmas,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixteen.  The  fums  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  liberty  of  taking  in  the 
redeemable  debts,  four  years  and  a  half  s  purchafe 
for  all  long  and  ihort  annuities  that  ihouid  be 
fubfcribed^  and  one  year's  purchafe  for  fuch  long 

annuities 
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BO  O  Kannuitics  as  fhould  not  be  fubfcribed,  amounted  on 
^^-  the  execution  of  the  a6l  to  about  feven  nul'lions. 
1720.  F^r  enabling  the  company  to  raifc  this  fum,  they 
were  empowered  to  make  calls  for  money  from 
their  members ;  to  open  books  of  fubfcription  ;  to 
grant  annuities  redeemable  by  the  company ;  to  bor- 
row money  upon  any  contradl  or  bill  under  their  com- 
mon feal,  or  on  the  credit  of  their  capital  ftock ; 
to  convert  the  money  demanded  of  their  members 
into  additional  ftock,  without,  however,  making  any 
addition  to  the  company's  annuities,  payable  out  of 
the  publick  duties.  It  was  enabled,  that  out  of  the 
firft  monies  .ariling  from  the  fums  paid  by  the  com- 
pany into  the  Exchequer,  fuch  publick  debts,  carrj'- 
ing  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  incurred  before  tlic 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen,  founded  upon  any 
former  adl  of  Parliament,  as  were  now  redeemable, 
or  might  be  redeemed  by  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  -hundred 
and  twenty-two,  Ihould  be  difcharged  in  the  firft 
place  :  that  then  all  the  remainder  fhould  be  applied 
towards  paying  ofi:'  fo  much  of  the  capital  ftock  of 
the  company  as  Ihould  then  carry  an  intereft  of 
five  per  cent.  It  was  likewife  provided,  that  after 
Midfummer,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  tvventy-feven,  the  company  (hould  not  be 
paid  off"  in  any  fums  being  lefs  than  one  million  at  a 
time. 

§  XXIII.  The  heads  of  the  Royal- Afliirance  and 
London-Afiiirance  companies,  underftanding  that 
the  civil-lift  was  confiderably  in  arrears,  offered  to 
the  miniftry  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  towards 
the  difcharge  of  that  debt,  on  condition  of  their 
obtaining  the  King's  charter,  with  a  parliamentary 
fanclion,  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  their  refpe6tive 
companies.  The  propofal  was  embraced  ;  and  the 
King  communicated  it  in  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  dcfiring  their  concurrence,  A  bill  was 
"  imme- 
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immediately  paffed,  enabling  his  Majefty  to  grantCHAF. 
letters  of  incorporation  to  the  two  companies.      It  ^^^J\^^ 
foon  obtained  the  Royal  aflent :  and,  on  the  eleventh    j7ao. 
day  of  June,  an  end  was  put  to  the  I'eflion.     This 
was  the  age  of  interefted  projeds,    infpired  by  a 
venal  fpirit  of  adventure,  the  natural  conifequ^nce  of 
that    avarice,    fraud,    and    profligacy, '  which   the 
monied  corporations  had  introduced.     This  of  all 
others  is  the  mod  unfavourable  aera  for  an  hiilorian. 
A  reader  of  fentiment  and  imagination  cannot  be 
entertained  or  interefted    by  a  dry  detail  of  fuch 
trianfadions  as  admit  of  no  warmth,  no  colouring, 
no  erabelliftiment,    a  detail  which    ferves  only  to 
exhibit  an  inanimate  pi6ture  of  taflelefs  vice  and 
mean  degeneracy. 

^.XXIV,  By  this  time  an  alliance  ofFenfive  and 
defenlive  was  concluded  at  Stockholm  between  King 
George  and  the  Queen  of  Svveden,  by  which  his 
Majefty  engaged  to  fend  a  fleet  into  the  Balrick,  to  a£k 
againft  the  Gzar  of  Mufcovy  in  cafe  that  Monarch 
fliould  rejeft  reafonable  propofals  of  peace-  Peter 
loudly  complained  of  the  infolent  interpofition  of 
King  George,  ^alledging  that  he  had  failed' in  his 
engagements;  both  as  Elector  of  Hanover  and  King 
of  Great-Britain-  His  refident  at  London  pte«- 
fented  a  long  memorial  on  this  fubjecl,  which  was 
anfwered  by  the  Britifh  and  Hanoverian  mihiftry. 
Thefe  recriminations  ferved  only  to  inflame  the  dif- 
ference- The  Czar  continued  to  profecutc  the  war^ 
and  at  length  concluded  a  peace  without  a  mediator. 
At  the  inftances,  however,  of  King  George  and  the 
Regent  of  France,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  ligned  be- 
tween the  Queen  of  Sweden  and  tlje  King  of  Pruilia, 
to  whom  that  Princels  ceded  the  chy  of  Stetin,  the 
diftriift  between  the  rivers  Oder  and  Pehnne,  with 
the  ifles  of  WoUin  and  Ufedom.  On  the  other  hand, 
Jic  engaged  to  join  the  King  of  Great-Britain  in  his 
f  ndeavours  to  eflfecl  a  peace  between  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  on  condition  that  the  Dapifli  King  fhould 
1  '      ^      reftore 
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BOO  Krdlotfc  to  Queen  Ulrica  that  part  of  Pomemnia  which 
^^-      he  had  feized  ;    he  likewife  promifed  to  pay  to  that 

^^■"^^[^  Queen  two  millions  of  rix-dollars,  in  ccmfideration  of 
the  ceffions  (lie  had  made.  ITie  treaty  between 
Sweden  and  Denmark  was  figned  at  Fredcrickftadt 
in  the  month  of  June,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  who  became  guarantee  for  the 
Dane's  keeping  pojfleffion  of  Slefwick.  Heconfented, 
however,  to  rellore  the  IJpper  Pomerania,  the  ifle  of 
Rugen,  the  city  of  Wirniar,  and  whatever  he  had 
taken  from  Sweden  during  the  war,  in  conlideration 
of  Sweden's  renouncing  the  exemption  from  toll  in 
the  Sound,  and  the  two  Belts  :  and  paying  to  Den- 
mark fix  hundred  thoufand  rix-dollars. 

^  XXV.  Sir  John  Norris  had  again  failed  to  the 
Baltick  with  a  llrong  fqnadron,  to  give  weight  to  the 
King's  mediation.  When  be  arrived  at  Copenhagen 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  Prince  Dolgorouki^  tne  Czar^s 
Amballador  at  the  Court  of  Denmark,  fignifying 
that  he  and  the  King's  envoy  at  Stockholm  were 
relied  with  full  powers  to  a6t  jointly  or  feparately  in 
quality  of  plenipotentiaries,  in  order  to  efFe6^  a  peace 
between  Sweden  and  Mufcovy,  in  the  way  of  mcdi- 
tion.  The  Prince  aniwered  that  the  Czar  had 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  peace  and  tranquillity  ; 
and  in  cafe  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  any  propofals 
%(}  make  to  that  Prince,  he  lioped  the  Admiral  would 
excufe  him  from  receiving  them,  as  they  might  be 
delivered  in  a  much  more  compendious  way.  The 
Englifli  fleet  immediately  joined  that  of  Sweden  as 
auxiliaries ;  Init  they  had  no  opportunity  of  aeling 
againft  the  Ruffian  fquadron,  which  i'ccured  itfolf  in 
Revelp  Ulrica,  Queen  of  Swe<kn,  and  filter  to 
Charles  XII.  ha^l  married  the  Prince  of  Heflfe,  and 
was  extremely  defirous  that  he  fliould  be  joined 
with  lier  in  the  adminilVration  of  the  regal  power. 
She  wrote  a  feparate  letter  to  each  of  the  Four  States, 
defiring  they  would  confer  on  him  the  fovefeignty  ; 
and  aiter  iome  oppofition  from  the  nobles,  he  wat 
6  adually 
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«t5lually  eleded  King  of  Sweckn.    He  fent  one  of  chap. 
his  general  officers  to  notify  his  elevation  to  the  Czar,     ^i- 
who   congratulated  him  upon  his  acceilion  to  tbc^"^^^^^ 
throne :  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  negociation  which 
ended  in  peace,  and  eilablillied  the  tranquillity  <^th<^ 
North.     In   the  midlt  of  thefe  tranfaclions,  King 
George  fet  out  frorri  England  for  his  Hanoverian  da^ 
-minions ;  but>  before  he  departed  from  Great-Britain^ 
Jic  was  reconciled  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  through 
the  endeavours  of  the  Duke  of  Devonlhire  wd  Mr. 
Walpole,  who,  with  Earl  Cowper,  Lord  Townlherrf, 
Mr.  Methuen,  and  Mr.  Pulteney,  were  received  into 
favour,  and  re^united  with  the  miniltry.     The  Eark    ^ 
<xf  Dorfet  and  Bridgcwater  were  promoted  to  the  title 
of  Dukes  :  Lord  Vifcount  Calllcton  was  nude  an 
Earl ;   Hugh  Bofcawen  v.^as  created  a  Baron,  and 
Vifcount  Falmouth  ;  and  John  Wallop,  Baton,  and 
Vifcount  Lyn^ington. 

^  XXVL  While  the  King  was  involved  at  Hban^ 
over  in  a  labyrinth  of  negociations,  the  Souih-rSea 
fcheft>e  produced  a  kind  of  national  delirium  in  his 
£ngli{h  dominions.  Blunt,  the  proje6tor,  had  taken 
che  hint  of  his  plan  from  the  famous  Miffiffippi 
•fchcmc  fcwmed  by  Law^  which,  in  the  prccedmg 
3?ear  had  nrifed  fuch  a  ferment  in  Fraacc,  iwnd  «n- 
4:ailed  tuin  upon  many  thoufand  familiies  of  that 
Jdngdom.  In  tlie  fclicmc  of  Law,  there  was  lomec- 
4iuQg  fubftantial.  An  excluii\'^  trade  to  Louifianx 
■promtfed  fome  advtantage ;  though  the  deiign  was 
^eifeated  by  the  frantick  eagernels  of  the  peopk. 
Law  himfelf  became  the  dupe  of  the  Regent,  who 
transferred  the  burthen  of  fifteen  liundred  millions 
of  the  Kin^^  debts  to  <>he  (lioulders  of  the  fubje6irs :  ^ 
•while  the  pmjedor  was  facriticed  as  the  fcape*goat 
^thcpoUtical  iniquity .  The  South-Sea  fchemc  pro- 
(iDsicd  no  c«)mmerdal  advantage  of  any  coafequence. 
It  was  buoyed  up  by  nothing  hut  the  folly  and  mpa.- 
ciou£ie£s  of  individuals,  which  became  ix)  blind  and 
extravagant,  that  Bliuit,  widi  moderate  talents,  wa& 

able 
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BOO  Kable  to  impofe  upon  the  whole  nation^  and  make 
'!•      tools  of  the  other .  dire<Sl:ors,  to  ferve  his  own  pur- 
'pofes,  and  thofe  of  a  few  alibciates.     When  this 
projo6Vor  found  that  the  South-Sea  flock  did  not  rife 
according  to  his  expe6tation  upon  the  bill's  being 
pafled,  he  circulated  a  report,  that  Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon  would  be  exchanged  for  fome  places  in 
Peru  ;  by  which  means   the   Englifli  trade  to  the 
South-Sea  would  be  protected  and  enlarged.     This 
rumour,  difFufed  by  his  emiflaries,  a(9^ed  like  a  con- 
tagion.     In  five   days  the  diredtors  opened    their 
books  for  a  fubfcription  of  one  million,  at  the    rate 
of  three  hundred  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds 
capital,     Perfons  of  all  ranks  crowded  to  the  houfe 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  firft  fubfcription  exceeded ' 
two  millions  of  original  ftock.     In  a  few  days  this 
ilock  advanced  to  three  hundred  and  forty  pounds  ; 
and  the  fubfcriptions  w:ere  fold  for  double  the  price 
of  the  firft  payment.     Without  entering  into  a  detail 
of  the  proceedings,  or  explaining  the  fcandalous  arts 
that  were  praftifed  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  (lock, 
ard  decoy  the  unwary,  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that 
by  the  promife  of  prodigious  dividends,  and  other 
infamous  arts,  the  ftock  was  raifed  to  one  thoufand  ; 
and  the  whole   nation  infedled  with  the  fpirit  of 
ftock-jobbing  to  an  aftoniftiing  degree.     AH   dif- 
tindlion  of  party,  religion,  fex,  charafter,  and  cir- 
cumftances,  were  fwallowed  up  in  this  univerfal  con- 
cern, or  in  fome  fuch  pecuniary  proje<ft.     Exchange- 
Alley  was  filled  with  a  ftrange  concourfe  of  ftatcf- 
men  and    clergymen,    churchmen,    and   diiftnters, 
Whigs  and  Tories,  phyficians,  lawyers,  tradefmen, 
and  even  with  multitudes  of  females.     All  other 
profeffions  and  employments  were  utterly  negledtcd  ; 
and  the  people*s  attention  wholly  engrofled  by  this 
and  other  chimerical  fchemes,  which  were  known 
by  the  denomination  of  bubbles.     New  companies 
ftarted  up  every  day  under  the  countenance  of  the 
prime  nobility.    The  Prince  of  Wales  was  confti- 
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tUled  Governor  of  the  Welch  copper  company  t  thee  hap. 
Duke  of  Chandos  appeared  at  the  hea:d  of  the  ^^* 
York-buildings  contipany  :  the  Duke  of  Bridge- ^'"'^^^^ 
water  formed  a  third,  for  building  houfes  in  London 
and  Weftminfter.  About  an  hundred  fuch  fchemes 
were  projed^ed  and  put  in  execution,  to  the  ruin  of  , 
many  thoufands.  The  fums  propofed  to  be  raifed 
by  thefe  expedients  amounted  to  three  hundred 
'millions  fterling,  which  exceeded  the  value  of  all 
the  lands  in  England.  The  nation  was  fo  intoxi- 
cated with  the  fpirit  of  adventure,  that  people  be- 
came a  prey  to  the  grofleft  delufion.  An  obfcure 
projector,  pretending  to  have  formed  a  very  advan- 
tageous fchemc,  which,  however,  he  did  not  ex- 
plain, pubHflied  propofals  for  a  fubfcription,  in 
which  he  promifed,  that  in  one  month  the  particulars 
of  his  projedl  fhould  be  difclofed.  In  the  mean 
time  he  declared  that  every  perfon  paying  two 
guineas  fhould  be  entitled  to  a  fubfcription  for  one 
hundred'  pounds,  which  would  produce  that  fiim 
yearly.  In  one  forenoon  this  adventurer  received 
a  thoufand  of  thefe  fubfcriptions  ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing fet  out  for  another  kingdom.  The  King,  be- 
fore his  departure, 'had  ifliied  a  proclamation  againft 
thefe  unlawful  projedls ;  the  Lords- Juftices  afterwards 
difmifled  all  the  petitions -that  had  been  prefented 
for  charters  and  patents;  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
renounced  the  company  of  which  he  had  been 
eledled  Governor.  The  South-Sea  fcheme  raifed 
fuch  a  flood  of  eager  avidity  and  extravagant  hope, 
that  the  majority  of  the  dire<5lors  were  fwept^  along 
tvith  it,  even  contrary  to  their  own  fenfe  and  incli- 
nation ;  but  Blunt  and  his  accomplices  ftill  directed 
the  ftream. 

§  XXVII.  The  infatuation  prevailed  till  the 
eightli  day  of  September,  when  the  Stock  began  to 
fall.  Then  did  fome  of  the  adventurers  awake  from 
their  delirium.  The  number  of  the  fellers  daily  in- 
creafed.     On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month, 
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BOO  Kthe  (lock  had  funk  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  :  feveral 
^^      eminent  goldfmiths  and  bankers,  who  had  lent  great 

^J^[^[^^  films  upon  it,  were  obliged  to  flop  payment,  and 
abfcond.     The  ebb  of  this  portentous  tide  was  fo 
yiolent,  that  it  bore  down   every  thing  in  its  way  ; 
and  an  infinite  number  of  families  were  overwhelmed 
with  ruin.     Publick  credit  fuftained  a  terrible  fhock : 
the  nation  was  thrown  into  a  dangerous  ferment ; 
and  nothing  was  heard    but  the  ravings  of   grief, 
difappointment,  and  defpair.     Some  principal  mem* 
bers  of  the  miniflry  were  deeply  concerned  in  thefe 
fraudulent  tranfadions  :  when  they  faw  the  price  of 
flock  finking  daily,  they  employed  all  their  influence 
with  the  Bank  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  South- 
Sea    company.     That  corporation  agreed,    though 
with  reluctance,  to  f\ibfcribe  into  the  flock  of  the 
South-Sea  company,    valued  at '  four  hundred   per 
cent,  three  millions  five  hundred  thou&nd  pounds, 
which  the  company  was  to  repay  to  the  Bank  on 
Lady-day   and  Michaelmas  of  the   enfuing    year« 
This  tranfa6lion  was  managed  by  Mr.  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  who,  with  his   own   hand,  wrote  the  minute 
of  agreement,  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Bank  Contrail.     Books  were  opened  at  the  Bank, 
to  take  in  a  f ubfcription  for  the  fupport  ^f  publick 
credit :  and  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  brought 
in.     By  this  expedient  the  flock  was  raifed  at  firft, 
and  thofe  who  contrived  it  feized  the  opportunity 
to  realize.     But  the  bankruptcy  of  goldfmiths  and 
the  fword-blade  company,' from  the  fall  of  South- 
Sea  flock,  occafioned  fuch  a  nm  upon  the  Bank, 
that  tlie  money  was  paid  away  fefler  than  it  could 
be  received  from  the  fubfcription.     Then  the  South* 
Seaflock  funk  again  ;  and  the  dfredors  of  the  Bank, 
finding  thcmfelves  in  danger  of  being  involved  in 
that   company's    ruin,   renounced    the   agreement, 
which,    indeed,    they  were  under  no  obligation  to 
perform,  for  it  was  drawn  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  as- 
to  be  no  more  -than  the  rough  draft-  of  ^  fubcquent 

agreement. 
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^agreement,  without  due  form,    penalty,    or   clWeCHAP. 
o?  obligation.      All  expedients  having  failed,  and     *^l- 
the  clamours  of  the  people  daily  increafing,  exprafles^^^TTi^T^ 
were  difpatched  to  Hanover,  reprefenting  the  "ftate 
of  ffie  nation,  and  preffing  the  King  to  return.     He 
accordingly  (hortened  his  intended  ftay  in  Germany, 
and  arrived  in  England  on  the  eleventh  day  of  No- 
vember. 

§  XXIII.  The  Parliament  being  aflenfibled  oh 
the  eighth  day  of  December,  his  Majefty  exprefled 
his  concern  for  the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  which 
had  fo  deeply  afFe6led  the  publick  credit  at  home  : 
he  carneftly  deflred  the  Commons  to  confider  of  the  ' 

inoft  effe6raal  and  fpeedy  methods  to  reftore  the  . 
national  credit,  and  fix  it  upon  a  lalling  eftablifh- 
metit.  The  Lower  Houfe  was  too  much  interefted 
in  the  calamity,  to  poflpone  the  cotifideration  of  that 
fubjedl.  The  nfembers  feemed  to  lay  alide  all  party 
diftinftions,  and  vie  with  each  other  in  promoting 
'an  inquiry,  by  which  juftice  might  be  done  to  the 
injured  nation.  They  ordered  the  diredlors  to  pro-  , 
'duce  an  account  of  all  their  proceedings;  Sir  Joieph 
Jekyll  moved,  that  a  fele<ft  compfiittee  might  be  ap- 
pointed, to  examine  the  particulars  of  this  tranf- 
a6tion.  Mr.  Walpole,  now  paymafter  of  the  forces, 
obferved,  that  fuch  a  method  would  protra6l  the 
inquiry,  while  the  publick  credit  lay  in  a  bleeding 
condition.     He  told  the  Houfe  he  had  formed  a  ' 

fcheme  for  reftoring  publick  credit ;  but,  before  he 
would  communicate  this  plan,  defired  to  know, 
whethfer  the  fubfcriptions  of  publick  debts  and  incum- 
brances^ money-fubfcriptions  and  other  contra<Sls 
madcfwith  the  South-Sea  company,  fhould  remain 
in  the  pfefent  flate.  After  a  warm  debate,  the 
queftion  wa5  carried  in  the  affirmative,  with  this 
addition,  "  Unlefs  altered  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of 
**  the  proprietors,  by  a  gelieral  court  of  the  South- 
^^  Se^  company,  or  let  alide  in  due  courfe  of  law." 
Next  day  Walpole  producect. his  fcheme,  to  engraft 
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9  a  OK  nine  millions  of  South-Sea  itock  into  the  Bank  of 
^^*      England,  and  the  like  fum  into  the  Eaft-India  cona- 
jyjo;    ipany,  on  certain    conditions.      The  Houfe   voted, 
that  propofals  (hould  be  received  fronx   the  Bank, 
and  thofe  two  companies,  on  this  fubjeft.     Thefe 
being  delivered,    the   Commons   refolved,    that  an 
cngroflment  of  nine  millions  of  the  capital  flock  of 
the  South-Sea  company,  into  the  capital -llpck  of 
the  Bank  and  Eaft-India  company,  as  propofed  by 
thefe  companies,    would  contribute  very  much  to 
the  reftpring  publick  credit.    A  bill  upon  thisxefolu- 
tion  was  brought  in,  pafied  througn  both  Houfes, 
and  rieceived  the  Royal  aflent.     Another  bill   was 
enabled  into  a  law,  for  reftraining  the  Sub-goverjaoi;, 
Deputy-gpvernor,    Diredors,     Treafurer,    Under- 
treafurer,  Calhier,  Secretary,  and  Accpmptants,  of 
the  South-Sea  Conipany,  from  quitting  the  king- 
dom, till  the  ^nd  gf  the.  next  feffion  of  Parliament ; 
.  and  for  difcoycring  their  eftates.and  effedls,  fp  as  to 
prevent  thena  from  beyig  tranfported  or  alienated. 
A  committee  of  feqrefy  was  chofen  byballotj  to.^xar 
mine  all  the  Bpbks,  papers,  and  proceedings,  relating 
to  the  execution , of  tne  South-Sea  a6l.   ■ 

§  XXIXi  The  Lords  were  not  lefs  eager  than  the 
Commons  to  profecute  this  inquiry,  though  diven 
members  in  both  ,Houfes  were  deeply  involved  in 
the  guilt  and  infamy  of  the.  trahfac^ion.  Earl  Stan- 
hope faid-the  eflates  of  th^.cnnunals,- whether  di- 
rectors or  opt  diredbrs,  bughjlo  oe  cpnJSfcated,  to 
repair  the  publick  lofles.  He  was  fecondgd  by  Lord 
Carteret,  and  even  by  the  Earl  of  Sunderlandlt  The 
Duke  of  Wharton  declared  he  wour4  give  i^p  the 
belt  friend  he  had,..fliourd  he  -be  found  guilty^  He 
obfervcd,;  that  the  hation  had  been  plundered  in  a 
moll  flagrant  and  notorious  manner  ;  therefore,  they 
ought  to  find  out  andpunifh  the  offenders  fevcrely, 
without  rcfpe6t  of  perfpAS.  .Xbe  fub  and'  deputy-* 
governors,  the  Direaors  and  Oifficers.of  the  South- 
Sea  company,  ,  were  examined  aj  the- bar  -  qf  the 
Houfc-      Then  a  bill  .was  broughir  in,*    difabling 
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them  to  enjoy  any  office  in  that  coAipany,  or  in  the  C  H  A  P, 
Eaft-India  company,  or  in   the   Bank   of  England.  ^^^Pl^ 
Three  brokers  were  likewife  examined,    and  made     1720. 
great  dilcoveries.  Knight,  the  treafurer  of  the  South- 
Sea  company,    who    had   been  entrufted  with  the 
fecrets  of  the  whole  affair,  thought  proper  to  with- 
draw hhnfelf  from  the  kingdom.     A  proclamation.- 
Was  iflued  to  apprehend  him ;  and  another  for  pre- 
venting any  of  the  directors  from  efcaping  out  of 
the  kingdom. '  At  this  period,  the   fecret  compiit- 
tee  informed  the  Hbufe  of  Commons,  that  they  had 
already  difcovered  a  train  of  the  deepeft  villany  and 
fraud  that  hell    ever    contrired    to  Tuin  a  nation^,  - 
which  in  ductime  they  would  lay  before  the  Houfe  : 
in  the  mean  while,  they  thought  it  highly  neceflary 
to  fecure  the  peifons  of  fome  of  the  directors  ,and'. 
principal  officers  of  the  South-Sea  company,  us  well 
as  to  feize  their  papers.     An   order  was  made  to. 
fecure"  the  books  and  papers  of  Knight^^  Surman,  and 
Xurner.     The  perfons  of  Sir  George' Cafwell,  Sir 
John  Blunt,  Sir  John  Lambert,  Sir  John  Fellows, . 
fltnd  Mt.  Grigfby,    were  taken  into  cuftody.     Sir 
Theodore  Janflen,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  .Sir  Robert  Chap- 
lain, and  Mr.  Eyles  were  expelled  the  Houfe,  and 
apprehended.      Mr.  Aiflabie  refigned  his   employ-, 
ments  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Lord  of 
the  Treafury  ;  and  orders  were  given  to  remove  all ; 
<Sre6lors  of  the*^ South-Sea  company  from  the  pUces . 
they  poflefled  under  the  government. 

^  XXX.  The  Lords,  in  the  courfe  of  their  exa-; 
mtnation,  difcovered  that  large  portions  of  South- 
Sea  (lock  had  been  given  to  feveral  perfons  in  the . 
adnliniflration  and  Houfe  of  Commons, .  for  pro- 
moting the  paffing  of  the    South-Sea  a6l.      The 
'  lipufe  immediately  refolyed,  that  this  pra6lice  was. 
a  hotorious  ind  moft  dangerous  fpecies  of  corrup-. 
tioft  :  that  the  directors  of  the  South-Sea  company ^ 
JiSiting  ordered  great  quantities  of  their  ftock  tq  be 
thought  for  the  fervice  of  the  company,  when  \t  \¥a^ 
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BO  OK  at  a  very  high  PACC,  and  on  pretence'of  "koeping. 
^^'     up  the  price  of  uock;  and  at  the  fame  timeiev^ral 

^"^^^^^^ot  the  directors,  ind  other  officers  belongihg  tcr> 
th^  company,  having,  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  fold 
their  own  ftock  to  the  company,  fuch  dire&ors  and 
officers  were  guilty  of  a  notorious  fraud  and  breach 
oftruft,  and  their  fo  doing  was  one  great  caufe  of 
the  unhappy  turn  of  affairs,  that  had  fo  miich  af* 
fe6led  publick  credit.  Many  other  .resolutions  were. 
taken  againft  that  infamous  confederacy,  in  which, 
however,  the  innocent  were  confpunded  with  the 
guilty.  Sir  John  Blunt  refufing  to  anfwer  certaia 
interrogations,  a  violent  debate  arofe  about  the 
manner  in  which  he  fhould  be  treated.  The  Duke 
of  Wharton  obferved,  that  the  government  of  the 
beft  Princes  was  fometimes  rendered  intolerable  to 
their  fubjedls  by  bad  minifters:  he  mentioned  the 
example  of  SejanUs,  who  had  made  a  divifion  in 
the  Imperial  family,  and  rendered  the  reign  of  Clau- 
dius hateful  to  the  Romans.  £arl  Stanhope  con- 
ceiving this  reflexion  was  aimed  at  him,  was  feized 
X  with  a  tranfport  of  anger.  He  undertook  to- viadi^ 
cate  the  miniftry  ;  and  fpokc  with  fuch  vehemence* 
as  produced  a  violent  head*ax:h,  which  obliged  him 
.  to  retire.  He  underwent  proper  evacuations,  and 
feemed  to  recover :  but  next  day,  in  the  evening, 
became  lethargick,  and  being  feized  with  a  fuffoca^ 
tibn,  inftantly  expired.^  The  King  deeply  regretted 
the  death  of  this  favourite  minifter,  wnich  was  the 
more  unfortunate,  as  it  happened  at  fuch  a  critical 
Conjun(5iure  ;  and  he  appomted  Lord  Townftiend  ta 
fill  his  place  of  fecretary.  Earl  Stanhope  was  fuTr 
vived  but  a  few  days  by  the  other  Secretary,  Mr. 
Craggs,  who  died  of  the  fmall-pox  on  the  fixteeath. 
day  of  February.  Knight,  the  cafhier  of  the  Sourfi- 
Sea  company,  being  feized  at  Tirlemont,  by  the 
vigilance  of  Mr.  Gandot,  fecretary,to'Mr.Leathes, 
the  Britifh  refidcnt  at  Bruflek,  was  confined  in^thc 
citadel  of  Antwerp*      Application  was  made  to  the 
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Coatt  ci  Vienna,    that  he  ihould  be  delivered  toe  hap, 
fucb  perfons  as  might  be  appointed  to  receive  bim  :      ^'• 
but  he  had  found  means  to  intereft.the  States  cf^"*"^ 
Brabant  ia  iiis  behalf.    They  inlifted  upon  their  pri-. 
vilege  granted  by. charter,   that- no  perfon  app/e- 
heirfed:for  any  crime  in  Brabant  fliould  be  tried  in 
any  other  country.    1?hc  Houfe  of  Commons  ex- 
prefled:  .their  indignation  at  this  frivolous  pretence  : 
inftanoes  were  renewed  to  the  Emperor  :.  and  in  the 
mean  time  Knight  eicaped  from  the  citadel  of  Ant-*, 
wcrp.     ^ 

4'XXXL  The  committee,  of  feqrecy  f#und,  that, 
before  any  fubfcription  coujid  he  made,  a  jfi^tious 
ilock  of  five  hundred  and  fi^venty-four  thoufand 
pounds  had.  been  difpofed  of  by  the  diredors,  to 
facilitate  the  pailing  the  bill;     Great  part  of  this  was 
difinbuted   among  the   Earl  of  Sunderland,    Mr. 
Craggs,  fenior,  the  Duchefs  of  Kendal,  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Platen  and  her  two  nieces,  Mr,  Secretary 
Craggs,  and  Mr.  Aiilabie,  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer.    In  confequence  of  the  committee's  report, 
the  Houfe  came  to  feveral  fevere,  though  juft^  relolu* 
tions  i^ainfl  the  directors  and  officers  of  the  South- 
Sea  company ;  and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  the  relief 
of  the  unhappy  fufferers.      Mr.  Stanhope,  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury,  charged  in  the  re- 
port :  with  having  large  quantities  of  ftock  and  fub«- 
fcriptions,  defired  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  clear  himfelf.    His  TequeA  was  granted  ;  and  the 
afiair  bebg  difcufled,  he  was  cleared  by  a  majority 
of  three  voices..    Fifty  thoufand  pounds  in   (lock 
bad  been  taken  by  Knight  for  the  ufe  of  the  Eari  of 
Sunderland*      Great    part  of  the  Houfe   entered 
eagerly  into  this  inquiry ;  and  a  violent  difpute 
enfiied.     The  whole  ftrength  of  the  miniftry  was 
muftered  in  his  defence.      The  majority  declared 
him  innocent  .t  the  nation  in  general  was  of  another 
opinion.     He  religned  his  place  of  firft  commiffioner  • 
in  the  Treafury,    which  was   bfeilowed  upon  Mr. 
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BOO  KRoberc  Walpole ;  but  be  flill  retained thr confidence 
'^^-     of  hisimftcr.     With  refpedt  to  Mr«  AiilftbK,  tkc 

^■''^[J^^^^^^^e^  appeared  fo  ftrong  againft  him,  that  the 

Commons  lefolved,  he  had  promoted  the  deflnio^ 
tive  execution  of  the  South-Sea  fchemc,    widft' a 
view  to  his  own  exorbitant  profit,  and  combused 
with  the  direiftors  in  their  ^'pernicious  practices,  to 
the  ruin  of  publick  credit.      He  was  expelled  the 
•  Houfe,  and  committed  to  the  Tower.    Mr.  Graggs, 
fenior,  ^icd  of  the  lethargy,  before  he  underwent  the 
cenfure  of  the  Houfe.     Ncverthelefs,  they  refolved 
that-  he   was  a  notorious  accomplice  with  Robert 
Knight,  and  fome  of  the  diredlors,  in  carrying  on 
their  fcandalous  practices  ;  and  therefore,  that   all 
the  eftate  of  which  he  was  poflcfled,  from  the    firft 
day  of  December  in  the  preceding  year,  ihould  be 
applied  towards  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  fufierers 
owm:xon.in  the  South-Sea  company.     The  dire<9:ors,  in  obe- 
Hift.  Reg.dience  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  delivered  in  invcn- 
Poii^SuRtories  of  their  eftates,  which  were  confifcated  by  adl 
Padi^am.'"^^  Parliament,  towards  making  good  the  damages 
Tindai.    fuftained  by  the  company,  after  a  certain  allowance 
was  deduded  for  each,  according  to  his  condu6t  and 
circumftancesl 
An.  X7ai.      ^  XXXII.  The  delinquents  being  thus  puniflied 
by  the  forfeiture  of  their  fortunes,  the  Houfe  con- 
verted their  attention  to   means   for  repairing  the 
mifchiefs  which  the  fchemc  had  produced.     This 
was  a  very  difficult  talk,   on  account  of  the  con- 
tending interefts  of  thofe  engaged  in  the  South-Sea  . 
company,  which  rendered  it  impoflible  to  relieve 
fome  but  at  the  expence  of  others.     Several  whole- 
fome  refolutions  were  taken,  and  prefented  with  an 
addrefs  to  the  King,  explaining  the  motives  of  their 
proceedings.      On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  July,  * 
the  Parliament  was  prorogued  for  two  days  only. 
Then  his  Majefty   going  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
declared  that  he  had  called  them  together  again  fo 
fuddenly,  that  they  rrjight  refume .  the  conCderation  . 
'  -  .  '  of 


thihitrAztsi^  o£  publick  credit  The  Commons  wcJ-  C  H  A  ?• 
-mcdbdeiy  f»rq»ared  a  bill.tipon  the  refdutions  ^^Js^^^J^Lj 
had  taken;  The  whole  capital  ftock,  at  the  end  i^^i. 
o£the  year  one  thoufand  fevea  hundred  and  twenty, 
amounted  to  about  thirty-fevcn  millions  eight  hun- 
4ired  thou&nd  pounds.  The  itock  allotted  to  all 
the  proprietors  did  not  exceed  twenty-four  millions, 
five  himdred  thoufand  pounds  :  the  remaining  capi- 
tal dock  belonged  to  the  company  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity.  It  was  the  profit  ariiing  fronl  the 
execution  ofthe  South-Sea  fcheme  ;  and  out  of  this 
the  bill  enabled,  that  feven  millions  (liould  be  paid 
to  the  publick.  The  prefent  a6l  hkewifc  diredled 
feveral  additions  to  be  made  to  the  ftock  ofthe  pro- 
prietors, out  of  that  poflefled  by  the  company  in 
their  own  right :  it  made  a  particular  diftribution  of 
ftock,  amounting  to  two  miUions  two  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds :  and  upon  remitting  five  millions  of 
the  feven  to  be  paid  to  the  publick,  annihilated  two 
millions  of  their  capital.  It  was  enai^ed,  that/  after 
thefe  diftributions,  the  remaining  capital,  flock 
fhould  be  divided  among  all  the  proprietors.  This 
dividend  amounted  to  thirty-three  pounds  fix  (hil- 
lings arid  eight-pence  per  cent,  and  deprived  the 
company  of  eight  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. .  They  had  lent  above  eleven  millions  on 
ftock  unredeemed  \  of  which  the  Parliament  dif- 
charged  all  the  debtors,  upon  their  paying. ten  per. 
cent.  Upon  this  article  the  company's  lofs  exceeded 
fix  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds.;  for 
many  debtors  rcfufed  to  make  any  payment.  The 
proprietors  of  the  ftock  loudly  complained  of  their  ^ 
being  deprived  of  two  millions  ;  and  the  Parliament, 
in  the  fcqucl,  revived  that  fum  which  had  been  an- 
nihilated. While  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  peti- 
tions* from  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  .  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom^  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
crying. fc)r  juftice  agalnft  the  villany  of  the: direc- 
tors.   -Pamphlets  and   papers  were  daily  puUifticd 
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BOO  Kon  the  fame  fubje^i  fb  that  the  whole  nation  was^ 
^^'     exafperated  to  the  higheft   pitch    of   refentmcnt. 

^"^^^J^^  Nfeverthelefe,  by  the  wife  and  vigorous  refolutions 
of  the  Parliament,  the  South*Sea  company  was 
foon  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with 
the  publick :  the  ferment  of  the  people  fubfided ; 
and  the  credit  of  the  nation  was  reilored. 
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CHAP,    III. 


^  I.  Bin  agatnjl  atheifm  and  immorality  pqfiponed. 
^  II.  Seffion  clofed*  k  \W^  Alliance  between  Greats 
Britain^  Francty  and  Spain.  §  IV,  Plague  at 
Marfeilles.  ^  V.  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lordr 
about  Mr.  JjOw  the  proje£lor.  §  VI.  Sentiments  of 
fome  Jjofd$  touching  the  war  with  Spain.  §  VIl, 
Petition  of  the  Quakers.  The  Parliament  diJfoVued* 
^  VIIL  rhmours  of  a  confpirrcy.  The  Bijhbp  of 
Rochejler  is  committed  to  the  Tower.  ^  IX.  New 
Parliament.  ^  X.  Declaration  of  the  Pretender. 
§  XI.  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee.  §  XII.  Bill 
of  pains  and  penalties  againfl  the  Bijhop  of  Rochefler^ 
^  aIIL  fVho,  is  deprivedy  and  driven  into  perpetual 
0xile.  ^  XIV.  Proceedings  againfl  thofe  concerru4^  ^ 
in  the  lottery  at  Harburgh.  §  XV.  Affairs  of  the 
wontinent.  ^  XVI.  Clamour  in  Ireland  on  account 
of  fVoods  cmnage.  &  XVII.  Death  of  the  Duke 
.  of  Orleans.  §  XVIII.  An  aQfor  lejfening  thepub^ 
lick  debts  J  ^  XIX.  Philips  King  of  Spain,  abdi-^ 
caiee  the  throne*  §  XX*  Amfes  tn  chancery. 
^XXI.  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  ^  XXII. 
Debates  about  the  Debts  of  the  civil  lift.  %  XXIII; 
A  hill  in  favour  of  the  late  Lord  Bolmgbroke. 
is  XXIV.  Treaty  of  alliance  bePtveen  the  Courts  of 
Pietma  and  Madrid.  §  XXV.  Treaty  of  Hanover. 
^  XXVI.  Approved  in  Parliament.  §  XXVII. 
Riots  in  Scotland  on  account  of  the  malt^tax. 
%  XXVIII.  Afmallfquadron  fent  to  the  Baltick. 
4  XXIX.  Admiral  Hofiers  expedition  to  the  Weft-' 
Indies.  §  XXX.  Dif grace  oftneDuke  de  Kipperda^ 
^  XXXI.  Subftance  of  the  King's  fpeech  to  Parlia-- 
tnent.  §  XXXII.  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
upon  the  approaching  rupture  with  the  Empefor  arid 
SpMi..  ^  XXXIII.  Memorial  of  Mr.  Palms,  the 
Jfmperial  Refidenf  at  Lmdon.    %  XXXIV.  Con»' 
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venfions  with  Sweden  and  Hejfe-Cajfel  %  XXXV, 
Fate  of  Credit.  ^XXXVI.  Siege  of  Gibraltar  by 
the  Spaniards.  &  XXXVII.  Preliminaries  of  peace. 
^  XXXVIII.  Death  and  charaQer  of  George  I. 
King  of  Great^Britain. 

BO  o  K  ^  I,  TOURING  the  infatuation  .  produced  by  this 
^^^^.J^l,^  ^^^^  infamous  fchemc,  luxury,  vice,  and  pro- 
1721.  fligacy,  increafed  to  a  fhocking  degree  of  extrava- 
gance. The  adventurers,  intoxicated  by  their 
imaginary  wealth,  pampered  themfelves  with  the 
rarell  dainties,  and  the  moft  expenfive  wines  that 
could  be  imported  :  they  purchafed  the  Ihoft  fump- 
tuous  furniture,  equipage,  and  apparel,  though 
without  tafte  or  difcernment :  they  indulged  their 
criminal  paffions  to  the  moft  fcandalous  exccfs:  their 
difcourfe  was  the  language  of  pride,  infolence,  and 
the  moft  ridiculous  oftentation  :  they  affedted  to 
fcofF  at  religion  and  morality,  and  even  to  fet 
heaven  at  defiance.  The  Earl  of  Nottingham  com- 
plained in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  the  growth  of  • 
atheiftn,  profanenefs,  and  immorality ;  and  a  bill  was 
brought  in  for  fuppreffing  blafphemy  and  profane- 
nefs. It  contained feveral  articles  feeraingly  calculated 
to  rcflrain  the  -liberty  granted  to  nonconformifts  by 
the  laws  of  the  laft  feffion  ;  for  that  reafon  it  met 
vtfith  violent  oppofition.  It  was  fupported  by  the 
-\rchbi(hop  of  Canterbury,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
Lords  Bathurft  and  Trevor,  the  Biftiops  of  London, 
Winchefter,  and  Litchfield  and  Coventry.  One  of 
ihefe  faid,  he  verily  believed  the  prefent  calamity 
occafioned  by  the  South-Sea  proje<ft  was  a  judgment 
of  God  on  the  blafphemy  and  profanenefs  of  the 
nation.  Lord  Onflow  replied,  "That  noble  Peer 
**  muft  then  be  a  great  finner,  for  he  has  loft  confi- 
•^  derably  by  the  South-Sea  fcheme."  The  Duke 
of  Wharton,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  famous  by 
his. wit  and  profligacy,  faid  he.  was  not  infenfible  of 
the  common  opinion  of  the  town  concerning  himfdf, 
....    .  an4 
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and  gladly  feized  this  opportunity,  of  vindicating  hisc  H  A  P* 
charader,  by  declaring  he  was  far  from  being  ^^Jl^^Ly 
patron  of  blafphemy,  or  an  eneoiy  to  religion.  On  ly^i. 
the  other  hand,  he  could  not  but^oppole  the  bill, 
becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be  repugnant  to  the  holy 
fcripture.  Then  pulUng  an  old  family  bible  from 
his  pockety  he  quoted  feveral  paflages  from  the 
epiftles  of  St.  Peter  and*  St.  Paul ;  concluding  with 
a  defue  that  the  bill  might  be  thrown  out.  Th« 
Earl  of  Peterborough  declared,  that  though  he  was 
for  a  parliamentary  King,  yet  he  did  not  defire  to 
have  jA  parliamentary  Qon,  or  a  parliamentary  re- 
ligion; and,  ihould  the  Houfe  declare  for  one  oJF 
this  kind,  he  would  go  to  Rome,  and  ende§vou( 
to  be  chofen  a  Cardinal ;  for  he  had  rather  (it  in  the 
conclave  than  with  their  Lordfhips  upon  thofe  terms. 
After  a  vehement  debate,  the  bill  was  poftponed  X9 
a  long  day,  by  a  confiderable  majority* 

§  II.  The  feafon  was  far  advanced  before  the  fup-* 
plies  were  granted :  and  at  length  they  were  not 
voted  with  that  cheerfulnefs  and  good  humour  which 
the  majority  had  hitherto  manifefled  on  fuch  occa- 
sions. On  the  fixteenth  day  of  June,  the  King  fent 
a  xneflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  importingi 
that  he  had  agreed  to  pay  a  fubfidy  to  the  Crown  of 
Sweden,  and  he  hoped  they  would  enable  him  to 
make  good  his  engagements.  The  leaders;  of  the, 
oppolidon  took  fire  at  this  intimation.  They  defired 
to  know  whether  this  fubfidy,  amounting  to  feventy7 
two  thoufand  pounds,  was  to  be  paid  to  Sweden 
over  and  above  the  expence  of  maintaining  a  ilrong 
fquadron  in  the  Baltick?  Lord  Molefworth  obfcrved, 
that,  by  our  late  cojidudi:,  we  were  become  the 
allies  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  bubbles  of  all  our 
allies  :  for  we  were  obliged  to  pay  them  well  for  their 
alfiftance.  He  affirmed  that  the  treaties  which  had 
been  made  with  Sweden,  at  different  times,  were 
inconfiftent  and  contradidlory  :  that  our  late  engage  , 
ments  with  that  Crowa  were  contrary  to  the  treaties 

fubfifting 
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BOOK  fubfifting  with  -Denmailj:,-  and  dkeflly  oppofite  to 
^^^^^^^;;,^^thc  meafures  formerly  concerted  with  the  Czar  of 
4711.    Mufcovy.     He   faid,  that  in  order  to  engage  the 
Czar  to  yield  what  he  had  gained  in  the  courfe  df 
the  war,  the  King  of  Pruflia  ought  to  give  up  Stetin, 
and  the  Eleiftor  of  Hanover  reftore*  Bremen  and 
Vcrden  :  that,  after  all,  Englartd  had  no   bnlineis 
to  intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  the  Empire  :  that 
we  reaped  little  or  no  advantage  by  our  trade  to  the 
.  Baltick,   but  that    of  procuring  naval  ftores  :    he 
towned  that  hemp  was  a  very  neceflary  C6mm6ditr, 
particularly  at  this  jundhire ; .  but  hie  infiftdd,  that  if 
due  encouragement  were  given  to  fome  of  our  plan- 
tations in  America,    we    might  be   fupplied   from 
thence  at  a  much   cheaper  rate  than  from  Sweden 
ilnd  Norway.      Notwithftanding  thefe   arguments, 
the  Swediih   fupply  was  granted  :    and,  in    about 
three  weeks,  their  complaifance  was  put  to  another 
proof.    They  were  given  to  underftand,  by  a  fecond 
meflage,  that  the  debts  of  the  civil-lift  amounted  to 
five  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  his 
Majefty  hoped  they  would  empower  him  to  raife  that 
fum  upon  the  revenue,  as  he  propofed  it  fhould  be 
replaced   in  the  civil-lift,    and    re-imburfed   by  a 
deduction  from  the  falaries  and  wages  of  all  cheers, 
as  well  as  from  the  penfions  and  other  payments 
from  the  Crown.     A  bill  was  prepared  for  tms  pur- 
pofe,  though  not  without  warm  oppofition  %  tod,  at 
the  fame  time,  an  a<ft  pafled  for  a  general  pardon. 
On  the  tenth  day  of  Auguft,  the  King  doled  Ac 
feflion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which   he  expreflfed  hb 
concern  for  the  fufterings  of  the  innocent,  aifd  a 
juft  indignation  againft  the  guilty,  with  refpoft  to 
the  South-Sea  fcheme.       Thefe    profeftions   were 
mdged  neceflary  to  clear  his  own  chara6ler,  which 
had  incurred  the  fufpicion  of  fome  people,    who 
whifpered  that  he  was  not  altogether  free  from  6to- 
nesdons  with  the  proje6lors  of  that  delign  ;  that  the 
Emperor  had,  at  his  defire,    refuied  to  delivet  o]^ 
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Koight ;  and  that  he  favoured  the  dire<Sh>rs  aod  their  c  hap. 
jurcomplices.  v.^'* 

§  IIL  Lords  Townfbedd  and  Carteret  were  now    J7a7*^ 
appointed  fecretaries  of  ilate:  and  the  Earl  of  Ilay  - 
was  veiled   with   the  office  of   lord  privy-fe^  of 
Scotland.      In  June  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great-Britain  and  Spain   was    (igned    at   Madrid. 
The  contra^^g  partiea  engaged  to  reftore  mutually 
all  the  efiedls  iieized  and  confifcated  on  both  fides. 
In  particular,   the  King  of   England  promiied  to 
reftore  all  the  fhips  of  the  Spaniih  fleet  which  had 
been  taken  lA  the  Mediterranean,  or  the  value  of 
them,  if  they  were  fold.     He  likewife  promifed,  in 
a  fecret  article,  that  be  would  no  longer  interfere  in 
the  affidrs  of  Italy  :  and  the  King  of  Spain  inade  an 
abfolute  ceflion  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-^Mahon.    At 
the  fame  time,  a  defenfive  alliance  was  concluded 
between    Great-Britain,    France,   and  Spain.      All 
remaining  difficulties  were  referred  to  a  congrefs  at 
Cambray,  where  they  hoped  to  confolidate  a  genend 
peace,  by  determining  all  diflferences  between  the 
Emperor  and  his  Ca^olick  Majefiy.    In  the  mean 
time,    the    powers  of   Great-Britain,    France,   and 
Spain,  engaged,  by  virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,  to 
grant  to  the  Duke  of  Parma  a  particular  protet^on 
for  the  prefervation  of  his  territories  and  rights,  and 
for  the  iupport  of  his  dignity.    It  was  alfo  ftipulated, 
thft  the  States-General  fhould  be  invited  to  accede 
to   this  alliance.     The  congrefs  at  Cambray  was 
opened  i  but  the  demands  on  both  fides  were  fo 
high,  that  it  proved  inefFedual.     In  the  mean  time,  . 
the  peace  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden  was  concluded, 
on  condition  that  the  Czar  fhould  retain  Livonia^ 
Ingria,  Eftonia,  part  of  Carelia,  and  of  the  territory 
of  Wyburg,  Riga,  Revel,  and  Nerva,  in  confider- 
arion  of  his  reftoring  part  of  Finland,  and  pajring 
two  millions  of  rix-dollars  to  the  King  of  Sweden. 
The   perfonal   animofity   fubfifting   between  King 
Geor^  and  the .  Czar  feemed  to  increafe.    Baftagif, 
.  -         ^  the     ^ 
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BOOK  ^^  Ruffian  re(kiefit  at  London,  having  prefented  t 
IT.     memorial  that  contained  fome  unguarded  exprefiions, 

^^^][;;^j^  was  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  a  fortnight.  The 
'  *  Czar  publiihed  a  declajation  at  Peteriburgh,  coo^ 
plaining  of  this  outrage,  >yfaicfa|  he  faid,  ought  na^ 
turally  to  have  engaged  him  to  ufe  reprifals ;  but,  as 
he  perceived  it  was  done  without  any  regard  to  the 
concerns  of  England,  and  only  in  favour  of  the 
Hanoverian  intereft,  he.  was  unwilling  that  the 
Englifh  nation  ihould  fufFer  for  a  piece  of  injuftice 
in  which  they  had  no  Hians.  He,  therefore,  granted 
to  them  all  manner  of  fccurity,  and  free  liberty  to 
trade  in  all  his  dominions.  To  finifh  this  ilrange 
tiflue  .  of  hegociations.  King  George  concluded  a 
treaty  with*  the  Moors  of  Africk,  againft  which  the 
Spaniards  loudly  exclaimed. 

§  IV.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  Pope  Clement  XL 
died:  and  the  Princefs  of  Wales  was  delivered  of 
a  Prince,  biprized  by  the  nj^me  of  William- Au^ 
guilus,  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland.  A  dreadful 
plague  raging  at  M^feilles,  a  proclamation  was 
publiflied,  forbidding  any  perfon  .  to  come  int© 
England,  from  any  part  of  France  between  the  Bay 
of  Bifcay  and  Dunkirk,  without  certificates  of  heakh. 
Other  precautions  were  taken  to  guard  againfl  con- 
tagion. An  a6l  of  Parliament  had  pafled:  ia  the 
preceding  feffion,  for  the  prevention  of  infe6tion,  by 
building  peft-houfes,  to  which  all  infedled  perfons, 
and  all  perfons  of  an  infedled  family,  (hould  be  con- 
veyed :  and,  by  drawing  trenches  and  lines  round 
.  any  city,  town,  or  place  infected.  The  King,  in 
his  fpeech  at  opening  the  feffion  of  Parliament,  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  06h)ber,  intimated  the  pa- 
cification of  the  North,  by  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  between  Mulcovy  and  Sweden,  He  de- 
fired  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  confider  of  means 
for  ealing  the  duties  upon  the  imported  commodities 
ufed  in  the  nianufadlures  of  the  kingdom.  He  ob- 
fer\  cd,  that  the  nation  might  befupplied  with  naval 
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(lores  from  our  own  colonies  in  North-Am^l«a « C  H  A  P- 
and  thidr  their  being  employed  in  this  uftful  and  a^-^^^J^* 
vaotagequs  brauch  of  conanierce  would  divert  thepi    1721, 
froofi  tbtring  up  manufeclurcs  which  diredlly  inter* 
f«rcd  with  thofc  of  Great-Britain.     He  exprefleda 
diefire  .that,  with  refpeft  to  the  fupplies,  his  people 
might  reap  fome  immediate  benefit  from  the  prefent 
circiimltancc   of  affairs   abroad :    and  he  earneflly 
recommended  to  their  con(ideratioR>.  means  for  pre- 
venting the  plague,  particularly  by  providing  againft 
the  practice  of  Imuggling. 

§  V.  One  of  the  firft  obje^ls  that  attradled  the 
attention  of  the  Upper  Houfe  was  the  cafe  of  John 
Law,  the  famous  proje<£lor.  The  refentment  of  the 
people  on  account  of  his  Miffiffippi  fcheme  had 
obliged  him  to  leave  P>ance,  He  retired  to  Italy ;  and 
was  faid  to  have  viifitcd  the  Pretender  at  Rorne^ 
From  thence  he  repaired  to  Hanover ;  and  returned 
to  England  from  the  Baltick,  in  the  fleet  com- 
manded by  Sir  John  Norris.  The  King  favoured 
him  with  a  private  audience :  he  kept  open  houfe, 
and  was  vifited  by  great  numbers  of  pcrions  of  the 
firft  quality.  Earl  Coningfby  reprefented  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  that  he  could  not  but  entertain 
fome  jealoufy  of  a  perfon  who  had  done  fo  much 
mifcbief  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom ;  who,  being 
immenfely  rich,  might  do  a  great  deal  more  hurt 
here,  by  tampering  with  thofe  who  were  grown  def- 
perate,  in  confequence  of .  being  involved  in  the 
calamity  occafioned  by  the  fatal  imitation  of  his 
pernicious  ptojedls.  He  obferved,  that  this  perfon 
was  the  more  dangerous,  as  he  had  renounced  his 
natural  affe<9:ion  to  his  country,  his  allegiance  to 
his  lawful  Sovereign,  and  his  religion,  by  turning 
Roman  Catholick.  ■  .  Lord  Carteret  replied,  that 
Mr,  Law  had,  many  years  ago,  the  nusfortune  to  J 

kill  a  .gentleman  in  a  duel;  but,  having  at  laft 
received  the  benefit  of  the  King's  clemency,  and 
the  sappeal  lodged  by  the  relations  of  the  deceafed 
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B  o  o  Kbeing  taken  ofF,  he  was  •come  over  to  plead  his 
^J^^^Majelty's  pardon,  jfle  faid  there  was  no  law  to 
.  J721.  keep  an  Engliihman  out  of  his  country;  and,  as 
Mr.  Law  was  a  fubjeft  of  Great-Britain,  it  was  not 
even  in  the  King's  power  to  hinder  him  from  coming 
over.  After  fome  difpute,  the  fubjedl  was  dropped, 
and  this  great  proje6or  pleaded  his  pardon  in  tlic 
King's-Bench,  according  to  the  ufual  form, 

§  VI.  iThe  minillry  hdd  by  this  time  fecured  fuch 
a  majority  in  both  Houfes,  as  enabled  them  to  cany 
any  point  without  'the  leaft  difficuhy.  Some  chiefs 
.of  the  oppofition  they  had  brought  over  to  their 
meafureSj  and  among  the  reft  Lord  Harcourt,  who 
was  created  a  Vifcount,  and  gratified  with  a  penfion 
of  four  thoufand  pounds.  Neverthelefs  they  could 
hot  fliut  the  mouths  of  the  minority,  who  ftill  prc- 
ferVed  the  privilege  of  complaining.  Great  debates 
were  occafioned  by  the  navy-debt,  which  was  in- 
creafed  to  one  million  fevcn  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  Some  members  in  both  ttoufes  affirmed, 
that  fuch  extraordinary  expence  could  hot  be  for  the 
immediate  fervicc  of  Great-Britain ;  but,  in  all 
probability,  for  the  prefervation  of  foreign  acqui- 
fitions.  The  minifters  anfwered,  that  near  two- 
thirds  oif  the  navy-debts  were  contracted  in  the  late 
reign ;  and  the  Parliament  acquiefced  in  this  decla- 
ratipn :  but  in  reality,  the  navy-debt  had  been 
unncceflarily  incrcafed,  by  keeping  feamen  in  pay  . 
during  the  winter,  and  fending  fleets  to  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Balrick,  in  order  to  fupport  the  inte- 
refts  of  Germany.  The  Duke  of  Whlrton  moved 
that  the  treaty  with  Spain  might  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe.  The  Earl  of  Sunderland  faid  it  contained 
•  a  fecret  article  which  the  King  of  Spain  delired 
might  not  be  made  publick,  until  after  the  treaty 
of  Cambray  Ihould  be  difcufled.  The  queflion  was 
put^  and  the  Duke's  motion  rejedcd.  The  Earl 
of- Strafford  averted,  that  as  the  war  with  Spain  had 
been  undertaken  without  necfeility  or  juft  provoca- 
tion, 
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tion,  fo  the  peace  was  concluded  without  anjr  benefit  chap* 
or  advantage,  fha/t,  contrarjr  to  the  law  of  nations,  m. 
the  Spaniin  fleet  had  been  attacked  without  any^'^^^'''^^^ 
declaration  of  war;  even  while  a  Britiih  minifter  *^'' 
and  a  fecretary  of  ilate  were  treating  amicably  at 
Madrid :  that  the  war  was  neither  juii:  nor  p<Jitick« 
fince  it  interrupted  one  of  the  moft  valuable  branches 
of  the  Englifh  commerce,  at  a  time  when  the  na* 
Hon  -groaned  under  the  prefliire  of  heavy  debts,  in- 
curred by  the  former  long,  cxpenfive  war.  He, 
dierefbre,  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  de- 
lirir^  tlut  the  in(hru6Uons  given  to  Sir  George 
Byog,  now  Lord  Tonington^  ihouM  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe.  This  motion  being  likewife,  upon  the 
queftioin,  rgcifted,  e  proteft'  ^as  entered.  They 
voted  Bn  addrefs,  however,  to  know  in  what  manner 
the  King  had  dxfpofed  of  the  fbips  taken  from  the 
Spaniards.  Difputes  arofe  aifo  from  the  bill  to  pie^ 
vent  infe6Hon.  Earl  Cowper  reprefented,  that  the 
removal  of  perfone  to  a  Lazaret,  or  peft4)oufe,  by 
order  of  the  goven>ment,  and  the  drawing  lines  And 
trenches  round  places  iAfe6led,  were  powers  un* 
known  to  the  Britiih  conftitution ;  inconfiftent  with 
Ae  lenity  of  a  free  government,  fuch  as  could  never 
be  wifely  or  ufefully  put  in  pradice ;  the  more 
odious,  becaufe  copied  from  the  ^bitrary  govern- 
ment of  Praixce ;  and  impra<5lijca;ble,  except  by  mi- 
litary compulfion.  Thefe  obnoxious  claufes  were 
accordingly  repealed,  though  not  without  great 
oppofition.  Indeed,  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd 
than  a  constitution  that  will  not  admit  of  juil  and  ' 
neceflary  laws  and  regulations  to  prevent  the  dire 
confequences  of  tlie  word  of  all  calamities*  ^  Such 
reftri<9i6ns,  inftead  of  favouring  the  lenity  of  a  free 
government,  would  be  the  moft  cruel  impofition 
that  could  be  laid  on  a  free  people,  as  it  would  aA 
in  diametrical  oppofition  to  the  great  principle 
of  focicty,  which  is  the  preferv-ation  of  the  indivi- 
4uaL 
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K     §  VIL  The  Quakers  having  prefented  a  petition 

to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  praying  that  a  bill  might 

'be  brought  in  for  omitting  in  their  folemn  ifiirma- 

tioh  the  words   "  In   the  prefence   of  ALMiaHTi- 

God,"  the  Houfe  complied  with  their  requeft :  butrthc 

.    bill  gave  rife  to  a  warm  debate  among  the  Peers.    Dr. 

Atterburj^    Bifhop   of  Rochefter,    faid  he  did  not 

know  why  fuch  a  diftinguifhing  mark  of  indulgenct 

fhould  be  allowed  to  a  fet  of  people  who  were  hardly 

Chriftians.     He  was  fupported  by  the  Archbifhop  of 

York,  the   Earl  of  Strafford,  and  Lord  North  and 

'  Grey.     A  petition  was  prefented  againft  the  bill  by 

the  London  Clergy,  who  exprefled  a  ferious  concern 

left  the  minds  of  good  men  fhould  be  grieved  and 

wounded,  and  the  enemies  of  Chriflianity  triumph, 

when  they  fliould  fee  fuch  condefcenfion  made  by  a 

Chriilian  legiflature  to  a  fet  of  men  who  renounce 

the  divine  injltitutions  of  Chrifl ;  particularly  that  by 

which  the  faithful  are  initiated    into    his  religion, 

and  denominated  Chrifl^ians.     The  petition^  though 

prefented  by  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  was  branded 

by  the  miniftry  as  a  feditious  libel,  and  rejcAed  by 

the  majority.     Then,  upon  a  motion  by  the  Earl  of 

Sunderland,  the  Houfe  refolved,  that  fuch  Lords  as 

might  enter  proteftations  with  reafons,  fhould  do  it 

before  two  o'clock  on  the  next  fitting  day,  and  fign 

Annals,    them  bcfore  the  Houfe  rifes.     The  fupplies  being 

Deb'  fn^'S^^^^^^^3  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  difpatched  as 

Pariia-     the  Court  was  pleafed  to  dictate,  on  fhe  fevcnth  day 

"*/l^-       of  March  the  Parliament  was  prorogued.     In  a  few 

sutc!      day^  it  xvas  diflblved,  and  another  convoked  by  pro- 

Tindai.    clamation.     In  the  eleilion  of  members  for  the  new 

Parliament,  the  miniftry  exerted  itfelf  with  fuch  fuc- 

ccfs,  as  returned  a  great  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 

^  Commons,  extremely  well  adapted  for  all  the  purpofes 

of  an  adminiflration  * . 

§  YIU. 

.  •TlxeEail  of  Snjjderland  died  in  ApriJ,  after  having  incurred  ft 
great  load  of  popular  odium,  from  hUfuppoi'cd  connexions  witlt  the  di- 
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%  Vin.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  King  isc  h  a  P. 
laid  to  have  received  from  the  Duke  of  Orleans  full  ^^^* 
and  certain  information  of  a  frefh  confpiracy  formed  ^^^  ,7^^ 
againft  his  perlbn  and  government.  A  camp  was 
immediately  formed  in  Hyde-park.  All  military. 
officers  were  ordered  to  repair  to  th^ir  refpedlive 
commands.  Lieutenant-General  Macartney  was 
difpatched  to  Ireland,  to  bring  over  fome  troops 
from  that  kingdom.  Some  fufpedted  perfons  were 
apprehended  in  Scotland  :  the  States  of  Holland 
were  defired  to  have  their  auxiliary  or  guarantee 
troops  in  readinefs  to  be  embarked ;  and  Colonel 
Churchill  was  fent  to  the  Court  of  France  with  a 
private  commiffion.  The  apprehenlion  raifed  by 
this  fuppofed  plot  atFe6led  the  publick  credit. 
South-lea  flock  began  to  fall ;  and  crowds  of  peo- 
ple called  in  their  money  from  the  Bank.  Lord 
Townfliend  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  London, 
by  the  King's  command,  fignifying  his  Majefty's 
having  received  unquertionable  advices,  that  feyeral 
of  his  fubje6ts  had  entered  into  a  wicked  confpiracy, 
in  concert  with  traitors  abroad,  for  railing  a  rebellion 
in  favour  of  a  Popifh  Pretender ;  but  that  he  was 
firmly  affured  the  authors  of  it  neither  were  nor 
would  be  fupported  by  any  foreign  power.  This 
letter  was  immediately  anfwered  by  an  affedlionate 
addrefs  from  the  court  of  aldermen  ;  and  the  exam- 
ple of  London  was  followed  by  many  other  cities  and 
boroughs.  The  King  had  determined  tOxvifit  Han- 
over, and  a<Slually  fettled  a  regency,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  not  included  :  but  now  this  in- 
tended journey  was  laid  afide  :  the  Court  was  removed 

re^lort  of  the  South-fea  company.  He  was.a  minifter  of  abilities,  bat 
violent,  impetuous,  and  head-lliong.  His  death  was  Toon  followed  by 
that  of  his  fathcr-in-law,  the  great  Duke  of  Marlhorough,  whofe  fa» 
culti^t  had  been  for  fomc  time  grcatlylrnpaTred,>He  was  interred  in 
Weft  minder- abbey,  with  fuch  profufion  pf  funeral  pomp,  as  evinced 
the  piideand  oftentation,  much  more  than  the  tafte  and  concern  of 
thofe  who  direAed  his  obfcquiei*.  He  was  fucceeded  as  mafter  of  the 
Ordnance,  and  Colonel  of  the  firft  rpgi men t  of  fooLguards,  by  Earl 
Cadogaa. 
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B  o  6  Kto  Kenflngton,  and  the  Prince  retired  to  Richmond « 
^^^^^^^I;^^The  Biftiop  of  Rocheftcr  having  been  feiied,  with 
i7t«.  his  papers,  was  exatiimed  before  a  committee  of  dne 
council,  who  committed  him  to  the  Tower  for  high- 
treafon.  The  Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  North  and 
Grey,  Mr.  Cockran,  and  Mr.  Smith,  from  Scot- 
land, and  Mr.  Chriftopher  Layer,  a  young  gentle- 
man of  the  Temple,  were  confined  in  the  fame 
place.  Mr.  George  Kelly,  an  Irifh  clergyman, 
Mr.  Robert  Cotton  of  Huntingdonfliire,  Mr.  Bing- 
ley,  Mr.  Fleetwood,  Neynoe,  an  Irilh  prieft,  and 
feveral  perfons,  were  taken  into  cuftody ;  and  Mr. 
Shippen  s  houfe  was  fearched.  After  Biihop  Attcr- 
bury  had  remained  a  fortnight  in  the  Tower,  Sir 
Conftantine  Phipps  prefented  a  petition  to  the  court 
at  the  Old-Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Morris 
that  prelate^s  daughter,  praying  that,  in  confider- 
atidn  of  the  Bifliop's  ill  Hate  of  health,  he  might 
be  either  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial,  bailed,  or  dif- 
charged:  but  this  was  over- ruled.  The  Church- 
men through  the  whole  kingdom  were  filled  with 
indignation  at  the  confinement  of  a  Biihop,  which 
they  faid  was  an  outrage  upon  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  epifcopal  order.  Far  from  concealing 
their  fentiments  on  this  fubjedl,  the  clergy  ventused 
to  ofifer  up  publick  prayers  for  his  health,  in  -almoft 
all  the  churches  and  chapels  of  London  and  Weft- 
faiinfter.  In  the  mean  time,  the  King  attended  by 
"the  Prince  of  Wales,  made  a  fummer  progress 
through  the  weftem  counties. 

^  IX.  The  new  Parliament  being  aflfemblcd  on 
the  ninth  day  of  Odober,  his  Majefty  made  them 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  confpiracy.  He 
faid  the  confpirators  had,  by  their  emilftpes,  made 
.the  firongeft  inftances  for  fuccours  from  foreign 
powers ;  but  were  difappointed  in  their  expectations. 
That,  neverthelefs,  confiding  in  their  numbers,  they 
had  refolved  once  more,  upon  their  own  flrongth, 
tQ  attempt  the  fubverfion  of  his  government.     He 

faid 
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fald  they  had  provided  confiderable  fums  of  moneys  chap. 
engaged  grei^t  numbers  of  officers  from  abroad,  fe-^  '^ 
cured  large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition ; 
and,  hstd  not  the  plot  been  timely  difcovered,  the 
whole  nation,  and  particularly  the  city  of  London, 
would  have  been  involved  in  blood  and  confufipn. 
He  expatiated  upon  the  mildnefs  and  integrity  of 
his  .own  government ;  and  inveighed  againil  the  in- 
gratitude, the  implacability,  and  madnefs  of  the 
difaflfedled,  concluding,  with  an  afliirance,  that  he 
would  fteadily  adhere  to  the  conftitution  in  Chuj(ih 
and  State^  and  continue  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm  the  rule  and  mQaf\^re  of  all  his  a(Slions.  Such 
addr^lies  weye  prefented  by  both  Houfes  as  the  fear$ 
and  attachment  of  the  majority  may  be  fuppofed  to 
h^jVe  dictated  on  fuch  an  occafion.  A  bill  was 
bought  into  the  {loufe  of  Lords,  for  fufpendingthe 
Ilabe^si  Corpus  x\6l  for  a  whole  year ;  but  they  werQ 
far  from  being  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  fuch  an  un* 
iifual  length  of  time.  By  this  fufpenfion  they,  in  cfr 
fedi:,  veiled  the  miniftry  with  a  didiatorial  power  pvey 
the  liberties  of  the  people. 

^  X-  The  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  . 
fo  violent,  that  Mr,  Robert  Walpole  found  it  necef- 
I'ary  to  alarm  their  apprehenfions  by  a  dreadful  itoiy 
of  a  defigu  :Q  fcize  tne  Bank  and  Exchequer,  and 
to  proclaim  the  Pretender  on  the  Royal  Exchange. 
Their  paiEona  being  inflamed  by  this  ridiculous 
Vtifice,  they  paflTed  the  bill,  which  immediately 
received  the  Royal  aflent.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
being  brgught  from  Bath,  was  exaniin^d  before  the 
council,  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  on  fufpicion 
of  liigh-treafon.  On  the  fixteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  JCing  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  the  ori- 
Sin^l  and  printpd  copy  of  a  declaration  ftgned  by 
le  Pretender.  It  was  dated  at  Lucca,  on  thjC 
twentieth  day  of  September,  in  the  prefent  year, 
and  appeared  to  be  $i  propofal  addreiied  to  the  fub- 
jccis  oi  Great-^Pritaia  a^d  Ireland^^  as  well  as  to  all 

foreign 
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BOO  K foreign  Princes  and  States.     In  this  paper,  the  Che- 
'     ^*-       valier  de  St.  George,  having  mentioned  the  late  vio- 
1712.     lation  bf  the  freedom  of  eledlions,  confpiracies  in- 
vented to  give  a  colour  to  new  opprcflions,  infe-nous 
informers,  and  the-  ftate  of  profciiption  in  which   lie 
fuppofed  every  honeft  man  to  be,  very  gravely  ^ro- 
pofed,  that  if  King  George  would  relinquifli  to  him 
the   throne  of  Great-Britain,  he  would,  in  return, 
beftow  upon  him  the  tide  of  King  in  his  native  do- 
minions, and  invite  all  other  flares  to  contir-m  it : 
he  likewife  promifed  to  leave  to  King  George  his 
fucceffion  to  the  Britifh  dominions  fecure,  whenever, 
in  due  courfe,  his   natural  right  fhould  take  place. 
The  Lords  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  this  declara- 
tion was  a  falfe,  infolent,  and   traitorous  libel ;  and 
ordered  it  to  be  burned   at  the  Royal  Exchange. 
The  Commons  concurred  in  thefe  refolutions.    Both 
'     Houfes  joined  in  an  addrefs,  expreffing  their  utmoft 
aftonifhment  and  indignation  at  the  furprizing  info- 
lence  of  the  Pretender;  and  affuring.his  Majefty, 
they  were    determined   to   fupport  his  title  to  the 
Crown  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.     The  Com- 
mons prepared  a  bill  for  railing  one  hundred  thou- 
fi>nd  pounds  upon  the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  of  all 
Papifts,  or  perfons  educated  in  the  Popifh  religion, 
towards  defraying  the  expences  occauoned  by  the 
late   rebellion  and   diforders.      This    bill,    though 
itrenuoufly  oppofed  by  fome  moderate  members,  as 
a  fpecies  of  perfecution,  Vas  fent  up  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  together  with  another,    obliging  all  per- 
fons, being'  Papifts,  in  Scotland,  and'  all  perfons  in 
Great-Britain   refufing    or  negledling  to   take  the 
oaths  appointed  for  the  fecurity  of  the  King's  per- 
£bn  and  government,  to  regifter  their  names  and  real 
eftates.     Both  thefe  bills  pafled  through  the  Upper 
Houfe  without  amendments,  aind  received  the  Royai 
fan6tion. 

■  §  XL    Mr.  Layer  being  brought  to  his  trial  at 
the  King's  Bench,  o^  the  twenty-firftdayof  Novem- 

"  •  bcr, 
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ber, -was  canvicled  of  having  inlifted  men  for  the  c  H  A  P. 
Pretender's  I'ervice,  in-  order  to  ftir  up  a  rebelUon,  ^'^• 
and  received  Sentence  of  death.  He  was  reprieved  ""^i^i^^ 
fur  fome  time,  and  examined  by  a  committee  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  but  he  either  could  not, 
or  would  not,  difcover  the  particulars  of  the  confpi- 
racy,  fo  that  he  luflered  death  at  Tyburn,  and  his 
head  was  fixed  up  at  Temple-bar.  Mr.  Pulteney, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
that,  from  the  examination  of  Layer  and  others,  a 
defign  had  been  formed  by  peribns  of  figure  and 
diftin6lion  at  home,  in  conjunction  with-  traitors 
abroad,  for  placing  the  Pretender  on  the  throne  of  * 
thefe  realms :  that  their  firft  intention  was  to  pro- 
cure a  body  of  ftreign  troops  to  invade  the  kingdom 
at  the  time  of  the  late  eledHons  5  but  that  the  con- 
fpirators  being  difappointed  in  this  expe6lation,  re- 
folved  to  make  an  attempt  at  the  time  that  it  was 
generally  believed  the  King  intendfed  to  go  to  Han- 
over, by  the  help  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as 
could  pafs  into  England  unobferved,  from  abroad, 
under  the  command  of  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond, 
who  was  to  have  landed  in  the  river  with  a  great 
quantity  of  arms,  provided  in  Spain  for  that  puT- 
pofc ;  at  which  time  the  Tower  was  to  have  been 
leized.  That  this  fcheme  being  alfo  defeated  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  government,  they  deferred  their 
enterprize  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  employed  their  agents  to  corrupt 
and  feduce  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army : 
that  it  appeared  from  feveral  letters  and  circum-  . 
ilances,  that  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Orrery,  Lord  North  and  Grey, 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter,  were  concerned  in  this 
confpiracy ;  that  their  acting  agents  were  Chriftopheir 
Layer  and  John  Plunket,  who  travelled  together  to 
Rome;  Dennis  Kelly,  George  Kelly,  and  Thomas 
Carte,  nonjuring.  clergymen,  Neynoe  the  Irifh  prieft, 
who.  by  this  time  was  drowned  in  the  river  Thames, 

in 
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F  o  o  Kia  attemptiog  to  mke  his  cfeapa  fiom  d^e  meflon* 
^<*      ger's  houfe,  Mrs.  SpUinan>  alii4s  Yailep^  ^4  John 
^'^'^^^^  Sampler 

'^XII.  This  pretended  cwifpir^cy,  in  all  likeli- 
haod,  extended  no  farther  than  the  fij;ft  rudustents 
ef  a  defign  that  was  nev«r  digeftfed  intq  aay  regidar 
form;  othervvifc  the  perfonsfaid  to  be  concerned  in 
if.  muft  have  been  iniatii;^ted  t^  ft  degree  of  frenzy  : 
for  they  were  charged  with  having  made  application 
to  the  Regent  of  France,  who  was  well  I^nown  to  be 
kitimately  connected  AJjrith  the  King  of  Grei^t^Britain. 
The  Houfe  of  Qjmmona,  however,  rcfolvcd,  that  it 
was  a  deteftable  and  horrid  confoiracy  fejr  railing  ^ 
rebellion,  feizing  the  Tower  and  the  city  eif  I^ndon, 
laying  violent  hands  upon  the  pesfom  of  Kis  n^oft 
facred  Majefty  and  the  Prince  of  Wales^  ia  order  to 
fubvert  our  prefent  happy  eftabliihment  in  church 
and  date,  by  placing  a  pppifh  Pretender  upon  the 
throne  :  that  it  ^as  formed  and  carried  on  by  per- 
fons  of  figure  and  diftindtion^  and  their  agents  and 
inftruments,    in  corijunftion    with   traitors  ^abroad. 
Bills  were  brought  in,  and  pafled,  for  infU61lng  pain& 
and   penalties   againil,  John   Plunket  and  Gkorg^ 
Kelly,  who  were  by  thefe  a6ls  to  be  kept  in  cl<5e 
cuitody  during  his  Majefly's  pleafure^  in  any  prifon 
in  Great-Britain  ;  and  that  they  fliould  not  attempt 
to  efcapc  on  pain  of  death,  to  be  infliiSed  upon  theiQ 
and  their  afliftants.    Mn  Yonge  oiade  a  motioa  fof 
a  bill  of  the  fame  n^ure  againil  the  Biihop  of  Ro- 
cheiler.    ^  This  was  immediately  brought  into  th« 
Houfe,    though  Sir  William  Wyndham   aiiiFmed 
there  was  no  evidence  ggainfl  him  hvt  eenje^lwa 
ArrnaTs.    and  hcarfay.     The  Bilhop  wrote  a  ktter  to  tiw 
Zlb^^i'    Speaker,  importing,  that,  though  coftfcious  of  bii 
Pa^jiVin.  «^wn  innocence,  he  ihouid  decline  giving  the  Hott£b 
Pol.  State,  any  trouble  that  day,  contenting  hiiaiielf  with  th# 
opportunity  of  makii^  his  defence  before  anotbAls 
of  which   he    had   the   honour  to  be  a  membtc. 
Counfel  being  heard 'for  the  bill,  i£  wna  CQsnoiitted 

to 
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to  a  grand  committee  on  the  fixth  day  of  ApriI,cHAF 
when  the  majority  of  the  Tory  members  quitted  the,     ^^^• 
Houfe.     It  was  then  moved,  that  the  Bifliop  fljould  "^^7^ 
be  deprived  of  his  office  and  benefice,  and  baniChed 
the  kingdom  for  ever.     Mr.  Lawfon  and  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe Ipoke  in  his  favour. 

^  XIII.  The  bill  being  pafled,  and  fent  up  to  the  ab.  1711* 
Lords,  the  Biihop  was  brought  to  his  trial  before 
them  on  the  ninth  of  May.  Himfelf  and  his  coun- 
fel  having  been  heard,  the  Lords  proceeded  to  con* 
lider  the  articles  of  the  bill.  When  tlicy  read  it  a 
third  time,  a  'motion  was  made  to  pafs  it,  and  thea 
a  long  and  warm  debate  enfued.  Earl  Paulet  de- 
monftrated  the  danger  and  injuftice  of  fwerving  in 
fuch  an  extraordinary  manner  from  the  fixed  rules 
of  evidence.  The  Duke  of  Wharton,  having  fum-. 
med  up  the  depofitions,  and  proved  the  mfufB- 
ciency  of  them,  concluded  witn  faying,  that,  let 
the  confequences  be  what  they  nvould,  he  hoped 
fuch  a  helliil)  (lain  would  nevet  fully  the  luflre  and 
glory  of  that  illuftrious  Houfe  as  to  condemn  a  man 
without  the  leaft  evidence.  Lord  Bathurfl  fpokc 
againit  the  Bill  with  equal  flrength  and  eloquence. 
He  faid,  if  fuch  extraordinary  proceedings  w^k 
countenanced,  be  faw  nothing  remaining  for  him 
and  others  ,to  do,  but  to  retire  to  their  country- 
houfes,  and  there,  if  poffible^  quietly  enjoy  their 
eftates  within  their  own  families,  fince  the  leaft  cor- 
reipondence,  the  leaft  intercepted  letter,  might  be 
mode  criminal.  He  obferved,  that  Cardinal  Ma^ 
zarin  boafted,  that  if  he  had  but  two  lines  of  any 
man's  writing,  he  could,  by  means  of  a  few  circum* 
ftances,  attefted  by  witnefles,  deprive  him  of  his  life 
at  his  pkafure.  Turning  to  the  bench  of  Bilhops,  who 
had  been  generally  unfavourable  to  Dr.  Atterbury^ 
he  faid  he  could  hardly  account  for  the  inveterate 
lotred  and  malice  fome  perlbns  bore  the  learned  and 
ingenious  Birh<^  of  Rochefter,  unlefs  they  were  in- 
toxicated with  the  inlatuatioa  of  fome  favage  Indians, 
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BOO  Rwho  believed  they  inherited  not  only  the  fpoils,  but 
n.      even  the  abilities  of  any  great  enemy  whom   they 

''"'^r^T^had  killed  in  battle.  The  bill  v^as  fupported  by  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  the  Earl  qf  Seafield,  and  Lord 
Lechmere,  which  laft  was  anfwered  by  Earl  Cowper. 
This  nobleman  obferved  that  the  ftrongeft  argument 
urged  in  behalf  of  the  bill  was  neceffity  :  but  that, 
for  his  part,  he  faw  no  neceffity  that  could  juftify 
fttch  unprecedented  and  fuch  dangerous  proceedings^ 
as  the  confpiracy  had  above  twelve  months  before 
been  happily  difcovered,  and  the  effe6is  of  it  pre- 
vented :  that, .  befides  the  intrinfick  ^weight  and 
lirength  of  the  government,  the  hands  of  thofe  at 
the  helm  had  been  flill  further  fortified  by  the 
fufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  and  the  addi- 
tional troops  which  had  been  railed.  He  faid  the 
known  rules  of  evidence,  as  laid  down  at  firft,  and 
cftablifhed  by  the  law  of  the  land,  were  the  birth- 
right of  every  fubjeft:  in  the  nation,  and  ought  to  be 
conftantly  obferved^  not  only  in  the  inferior  courts 
of  judicature,  but  alfo  in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, till  altered  by  the  legiflature  :  that  the  ad- 
mitting of  the  precarious  and  uncertain  evidence  of 
the  clerks  of  the  poft-office  was  a  very  dangerous 
precedent.  In  former  times  (faid  he)  it  was  thought 
very  grievous  that  in  capital  cafes  a  man  fhould  be 
affecSled  by  fimilitude  of  hands ;  but  here  the  cafe 
is  much  worfe,  lince  it  is  allowed  that  the  clerks  of 
the  poft-office  fhould  carry  the  fimilitude  of  hands 
four  months  in  their  minds.  He  applauded  the 
Bifhop*s  noble  deportment,  in  declining  to  arifwer 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  proceedings 
in  this  unprecedented  manner,  againft  a  Lord  of 
Parliament,  was  fuch  an  encroachment  on  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  peerage,  that  if  they  fubmittcd  to 
it,  by  paffing  the  bill,  they  might  be  termed  the 
laft  of  Britiffi  Peers,  for  giving  up  their  ancient  pri- 
.  vilegcs.  The  other  party  were  not  fo  follicitous 
about  anfwcring  reafons,  as  eager  to  put  the  quef- 

tion. 
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^on,  when  the  bill  pailed,  and  a  proteft  was  entered^c  H  a  p. 
Bythis  a6l  the  Biftiop  was  deprived  of  all  offices,  ^^^V^ 
benefices^  and  dignities,  and  rendered  incapable  of    ,7^3. 
enjoying  any  for  the  future :  he  was  baniftied  the 
realm,  and  fubje6ted  to  the  pains  of  death  in  cafe  he 
^ould  return,  as  were  all  perfons  who  fhould  cor- 
refpond  with  him  during  his  exile,  _  Dr,  Friend,  the 
celebrated  phyfician,    who  was  .a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  had  exerted  himfelf  llrenu- 
ouily  in  behalf  of  the  Bifhop,  was  now  taken  into, 
cuftody,  on  fufpicion  of  treafonabje  pradices. 

^,  XIV.  The  next  object  that  excited  the  relent- 
ment  of  the  Commons  was  the  fcheme  of  a  lottery, 
to  be  drawri  at  Harburgh,  in*  the  King's  German  do- 
minions. The  Houfe  appointed  a  committee  to^ 
inquire  into  this  and  other  lotteries  at  that  time 
on  foot  in  London.  The  fcheme  was  publilhed,  on 
pretence  of  railing  a  fubfcripdon  for  maintaining  a 
trade  between  Great-Britain  and  the  King's  territo-r 
ries  on  the  Elbe  ;  but  it  was  a  myflerious  fcene  of 
iniquity,  which  the  committee,  with  all  tHeir  pene- 
tration, could  not  fully  difcover.  They  reported, 
however,  that  it  was  an  infamous,  fraudulent  under- 
taking, whereby  many  unwary  perfons  had  been  drawn 
in,  to  their  great  lols  :  that  the  manner  of  carrying 
it  on  had  been  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  kingdom  ;  that  the  managers  and  agents  of  this 
lottery  had,  without  any  authority  for  fo  doing,  pnade 
ufe  of  his  Majcfty's  Royal  name,  thereby,  to ,  giv^ 
countenance  to  the  infamous  project,  and  induce  his 
iMajefty's  fubjeds  to  engage  or  be  concerned  there- 
in. A  bill  was  brought  in  to  fupprefe  this  lottery  .5 
and  to  oblige  the  managers  of  it  to  make  reftitution 
S)i  the  money  they  had  received  from  the  contrip 
butors.  At  the  fame  time  the  Houfe  refolved,  That 
John  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington  had  been  notoiioufly 
guilty  of  promoting,  ai>etui>g,  and  carrying  on  that 
Jraudjolent  undertaki^  ;  for  which  offence  he  (hould 
be  expelled  the  Houfe.  The  Court  of  Vienn^;  having 
i     a  ereded 
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BOOK  ere<5led  an  Eaft-India  company  ^t  Oft^nd^  ttpon  « 
"•      fcheme  formed  by  one  Colebcook,  an  English  xAtT" 

*^'^[^r^  chant,  Sir  Nathaniel  Gould,  rejMiefented  to  the  Hoisfe 
of  Commons  the  great  detriment  which  the  Englifli 
Eaft- India  company  had  already  received^  and  were 
likely  further  to  luftain,  by  this  Oilend  company. 
The  Houfe  immediately  refolved,  That  for  the  fiib- 
je6ls  of  this  kingdom  to  fubfcribe,  or  be  ooncemed 
in  encouraging  any  fubfcription^  to  promote  an  Eoil- 
India  company  now  eredling  in  tt>e  AuHrian  Nether- 
lands, was  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanour  ;  and  a 
law  was  enacted  for  preventing  Britifh  fubje^ls  from 
engaging  in  that  teterprize.  By  another  a6i,  re-^ 
lating  to  the  South-Sea  company,  the  two  millions 
of  ftock  which  bad  been  annihilated  were  revived, 
added  to  the  capital,  and  divided  among  the  wo- 
prietors.  A  third  law  pafled,  for  the  more  effeAual 
execution  of  julbce  in  a  part  of  Southwark,  called 
the  Mint,  where  a  great  number  of  debtors  had 
taken  fenftuary,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  was  ^ 
privileged  place.  On  the  twenty^fevcnth  day  of 
May  rfie  teffion  was  clofed,  with  a  fpeech  liiat 
breathed  nothing  but  panegyrick,  acknowledgment) 
and  affedtion  to  a  Parliament  which  had  complied 
with  all  his  Majefty's  wifhes. 

^  XV.  His  Majefty,  having  ennobled  the  fon  of 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  in  confideration  of  the  latbeA 
fervices,  made  a  good  number  of  church  promo- 
tions. He  admitted  the  imprifoned  Lords  and  Gen- 
tlemen to  bail ;  granted  a  pardon  to  Lord  fioling- 
broke  ;  and  ordered  the  Bilhop  of  Rochefler  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  continent.  Then  he  himfelf  fet 
out  for  Hanover,  leaving  the  adminiilration  of  his 
kingdoms  in  the  hands  of  a  regency, .  Lord  H^- 
court  being  one  of  the  Juftices.  The  King  was  at- 
tended by  the  two  fecretaries.  Lords  Townfhend 
and  Carteret,  who  were  counted  able  negociators. 
The  affairs  of  the  continent  had  begun  to  take  a 
new  turn.  The  interefts  and  conne<Slions  of  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  Princes  were  become  perplexed  and  embar-CHAP. 
raffed;  and  King  Georgfe  tefolined  to  unravel  *hem^J"vj 
by  diht  of  negociation.     Underftanding  that  a  treaty  ^^^^^^^^7^^ 
xvas  on  the  carpet  between  the  Czar  and  the  King  xn 
S\*^den,  favourable  to  the  Duke  of  Holftein's  pre- 
tenlions   to  Slefwick,  the  pofleffion  of  which  the 
teletSlor  of  Hanover  had  guaranteed  to  Denmark, 
hisMajefty  began  to  be  in  pain  for  Bremen  and 
Verden:'    The  Regent  of  France  and  the  King  oT 
Spain  had  now  compromifed  all  differences ;  and 
tneir  reconciliation  was  cemented  by  a  double  mar- 
riage between  Philip's  fons  and  the  Regent's  daugh- 
ters.    The  fotmrcr  propofed  new  treaties  to  Eng- 
land; but  inlifled  upon  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahon,  as  well  as  upon  the  King's  openly 
declaring  againft  the  Oilend  company.     His  Britan- 
riick  Majefly  tvas  apprehenfire,  that,  fhould  the  Em- 
peror be  hard  prefled  on  that  fubjecft,  he  might  join 
the^C^ar  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  promote  their 
ddfigns  in  favour  6f  the  puke  of  Holflein.    Oh  the 
btherhand,  all  the  Italian  powers  exclaimed  againft 
the  treaty  of  London.       The   Pope  had  protefted 
againfl  any  fhing  that  might  have  been  decided  tt 
Cambray.  to  the  prejudice  of  his  right.     Memoriah 
to  the  fame  effedl  had  been  prefented  by  the  King 
of  Sardinia^    the  t)ukes  of  Tufcany,    Parnia,    and 
Modena.     France  and  Spain  were  inclined  to  fup- 
boft  thefe  potentates  a^inft  the  Houfe  of  Atiftria. 
Europe   feemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a  new  war. 
King  George  was  entangled  in  fuch  a  variety  of  trea- 
ties and  interefts,  that  he  knew  not  well  how  to  ex- 
tricate himfelf  froiti  the  troitblcfome  engagements 
he  had  contrafted.     By  declaring  for  the  Emperor, 
he  mufl  have  countenanced  the  new  ellablifhment 
at  Ollend,  'wiiidTv  was  fo  prejudicial  to  hrs  firitifh 
fubjecfts,    and  incurred  tlie  refentment  of  Prance, 
Spain,  and  their  allies  of  Italy.     In  renouncing  the 
intereft  of  the  Emperor,  he  would  have  expofed  his 
German  dominions.     In  vain  he  exhorted  the  Em- 

6  peror 
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BOO  Kpcror  to  relax  in  his  difputes  with 'Spain,  and  give 
^J^-  up  the  Oftend  company,  which  wits  fo  detrimental 
1723,  and  difagreeable  to  his  faithftil  alhes  t  the  Court  of 
Vienna  promifed  in  general  to  pbferre  the  treaties 
which  it  had  conckided,  but  declined  entering  into 
any  particular  difcuflion;  fo  thaj:  all  his  Majcfty's 
endeavours  ifTued  in  <:omra6lirig  clof^  connexions 
witli  Pruffia  and  Denmark*  All  thDlVnegbciations 
carried  on,  all  thofe  treaties  concluded  hy  King 
George,  with  almoft-  every  Prince  ^and  State  in 
Chriftendom,  which  fucceeded  one  apother  fo  fail, 
and  appear,  at  firft  view,  fo  intricate  and  unac- 
countable, were,  founded  upon  two  fimple  and  na- 
tural principles,  namely,  the  defirc  of  afcertaining 
his  acquifitions  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  his  re- 
folution  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  the  difaffedlion  of 
his  Britifti  fubjefts,  as  well  as  the  efforts  of  the  Pre- 
tender. 

,  §  XVI.  Great-Britain  at  this  period  enjoyed .  pro- 
ftmnd  tranquillity.  -  -  Ireland  was  a  little  rufelcd  by  .an 
incident  which  feemed  to  hare  been  mifpeprcfcntcd 
to  the  people  of  that  kingdom.  William  Wood 
had  obtained  a  patent  for  fuUAifliing  Ireland  with 
copper  currency,'  in  which  it  was  deficient.  A  great 
clamour  was  taifed  againft  this  coin.  The  Parlia- 
ment of  that  kifngdom,  which  met  in  September, 
refolved.  That  it  vfroiild  be  prejudicial  to  the  rcircnue, 
deftru<9:ive'  of  trade^  and  of  dangerous  confequencc 
to  the  rights  of  the  fubjeib :  that  the '.patent,  had 
been  obtained  by  niilr^pri^ea^tstion:  that  the' half- 
pence wanted  weight :  that,  JCfieJi  if  the  terms^of  the 
Eatent  had  been  complied  with,  theie.  would  haye 
eenagreat  lofs  tothfe  riatidn.;  that  grandiig  the 
power  of  coinage  to  a  privtite  ))erfon  .had  ever- been 
highly  prejudicial^to  the  kingdom^  and  would  ^t  aH 
times  be  of  dangerous  cbnferjueace.  Addreafles  firom 
both  Jloufes  tvere-pr-efented  U)  the.Kingon  this  fub* 
je<ft.  The  affair  was  referred  to  the  Lords  Df  tiic 
privy-council  of  England.    Thcy.guilified  thecon- 

4ua 
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tiwft  of  the  patentee,  ufKm  thfe  report  of  Sir  liaacc  HJtP. 
Newton  and  other  officers  of  the  Mint,  who  l^d    J^jJ^ 
made  an  eflSiy  and  trial  of  Wood*3  half-pence,  and'**^^!^^ 
found  he  had  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  patent* 
They  declared  tbtt  this  currency  escceed^d  in  good- 
nefsy  fisencfsy  and  value  of  metal,    all  the  copper 
money  which  had  been  coined  for  Irela^id,  in  the 
reigna  of  King  Charles  IL  King  James  II.  King 
William    and   Queen  Mary.     The   privy  council 
likewife  demonilrated,  that  his  Miyelly's  predecei^ 
fors  had  always  exercifed  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  granting  patents  for  copper  coinage  in  Ireland  to 
private  perfons:  that  none  of  thefe  patents  had  been 
|b  beneficial  to  the  kingdom  as  this  granted  to  Wil^ 
liam  Wood,  who  had  not  obtained  it  in  an  unpre* 
cedented  manner,  but  after  a  reference  to  the  M* 
tpmey  and  Solicitor  General,   and  after  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  had   been  confulted  in  every  particular: 
finally,  they  proved,  by  a  great  number  of  witneflcs,  • 

that  there  was  a  real  want  of  fuch  money  in  Ireh^. 
Notwithftanding  this  decifion,  the  ferment .  of  the  ^ 

Infh  nation  was  induilrioufly  kept  up  by  clamour, 
pamphlets,  papers,  and  lampoons,  written  by  Dean 
Swift  and  other  authors  ;  fo  that  Wood  voluj^tarily 
reduced  his  coinage  ^om  the  value  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  to  that  pf  forty  thoufand  pounds.  Thus 
the  noiie  was  iilenced.  The  Commons  of  Ireland 
pafled  an  adl,  for  .ai:ceptii)g  the;  affirmation  of  the 
Quakers  inflead  of  an  o^h ;  and  voted  three  hun« 
dred  and  forty  thou&|Kl  pounds  towards  difcharging 
the  debt  of  the  nation,  which  amounted  to  about 
double  that  fum« 

^  XYlh  In  th«  month  pf  06tober,  England  loft 
a  worthy  nobleinan  in  the  death  of  Earl  Cowper, 
who  had  twice  difcharg^  the  office  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, with  equal  difcemment  and  integrity.  He 
was  profoundly  ikilled  in  the  laws  of  his  country;  in 
Hi$  apf>rehenuon  quick  and  penetrating;  in  his 
judgment  cteftf  and  determinate*    He  po^eded  a 

VOL,  II.  Ff  manly 
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B  o  OKxnanly  eloquence:  hi6  manxier  Was  agreeable,  «ul 
^^JJ^^^his  deportment  graceful.  Ihk  year  was  likewifeTG- 
^^3^  markable  for  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
Regent  of  France,  who/  fince^  tha  deceafe  of  Louis 
XI V.  had  ruled  that  nation  with  the  moH  abfolute 
authority.  He  was  a  Prince  of  tafte  and  fpirit,  wi- 
dowed with  ihining  talents  for  empire,  which  he  did 
not  fail  to  difplay,  even  £d  the  midft  of  efTeminate 
purfuits  and  idle  debauchery.  From  the  infirm  con- 
ilitution  of  the  infant  King,  he  had  conceived  hopes 
of  afcendiog  the. throne,,  and  taken  his  meafures  ac- 
cordingly ;  but  the  young.  Monarch's  health  b^;aii 
to  be  efublifhed,  and  all  the  Duke's  fchemes  were 
defeated  by  an  apoplexy,  of  which  he  died^  in  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  after  having  nominated  the 
Duke  of  Bourbon  as  prime-minifter.  King  Geoi^e 
immediately  received  afliirances  of  the  good  difpofi* 
lion  of  the  French  Court,-  to  cultivate  and  eiren  im- 
prove the  good,  imdcrftanding  fo  happily  eiUbliihed 
between  France  and  Great-Britain^  Tae  King  ar- 
rived in  England  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber :  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  January  the  Parlia- 
ment was  ailembled.  « His  Mitjefty,  in  his  ipeecbi 
f^commended  to  the  Commons  the  care  of  the  pub- 
fick  debts ;  and  he  expreiled  his  fatisfadtion  at  feeing 
the  fiiiking  fiind  improved  and  augmented,  fo  as  to 
put  the  debt  of  the  nation  into  a:  method  of  being 
Ipeedily  and  graduaHy  difirharged. 

§  XViri.  This  was  the  repeated  theory  of  pa- 
triotifm,  which  unhappily  for  the  fubje<5ts,  was  never 
reduced  to  pnuSlice :  not  but  that  a  beginning  of  fuch 
a  laudable  work  was  made  in  this  very  feilion,  by  an 
aA  for  leflening  the  publick*  debts:  This  law  pro- 
vided that  the  annuities  at  five  per  cent,  chai^d 
on  the'  general  fund  by  a  former  smSI>  except  fuch  as 
had  been '  fubfcribed  into' the  South-fea,  together 
with  the  unfubfcribed  blanks  of  the  lottery  in  the 
year  one  thoufahd  fevfen  hundred  and'foutteen,  fhould 
be  paid  off  at  Lady-day  of  the  lyear  next  enfuine^ 

with 
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with  the  money  arifing  from  the  finking  fund.    Thee  hap. 
miniftry,  however,  did  not  perfevere  in  this  path  of     ^^^ 
prudent  oBconomy.    The  Commons  granted  all  thc^'^^^I^T^ 
fupplies    that^  were   demanded.     They  voted   ten 
thoufand  Teamen ;    and  the  majority,  though  not 
without  violent  oppofition,  agreed  to  maintain  four 
thoufand  additional  troops,  which  had  been  raifed 
in  the  preceding  year :  fo  that  the  cftablifliment  of 
the  land-forces  amounted  to  eighteen  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  lixty-four.     The  emence  of  the  year 
was   defrayed  by  a  land-tax  and  malt-tax.     TheoWmixoB. 
Commons  having  difpatched  the  fupply,  took  intoj^^g"!'*'* 
confideration  a  grievance  arifing  from  prote<ftibnsAnnai/of 
granted  by  foreign  minifliers,    peers  and  mcmbers^p^C* 
of  Parliament,  under  which  profligate  perfons  ufed     **     * 
to  fcreen  themfelves  from  the  profecution  of  their 
juft  creditors.    The  Commons  refolved.    That  all 
protedlions    granted    by  members  of  that  Houfe 
Ihould  be  declared  void,   and   immediately  with-    ' 
drawn*    The  Lords  made  a  declaration  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  with  an  exception  to  menial  fenrants,  and 
thofcnecefllarily  employed  about  the  effates  of  Peers.* 
On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  his  MajeftyAn.i7t4. 
clofed  the  fefliion  in  the  ulual  manner,  made  lome 
alterations  in  the  difpoiition  of  the  great  office'rs  of 
ftate,  and  fent  Mr.  Horatio  Walobl^  as  AinhaflSt- 
dor-extraordinary  to  the  Court  of  France. , 

•  The  Duke  of  Newcflftlfe  wtj  ho^  appointW  Se'drrttiy  of  ttzte  i  tlie 
Duks  of  Gnfton,  Lord  Cbttobtrliiir^  u^disKffd  [Q^pftt^J^wd'- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.        ^  •     -  .     i      ..    ^ 

The  King  inftituted  a  Frdfeiforihip  for  the  mbdern  languages  ia 
each  univerfity.  .  \       «.  . 

In  the  iponth  of  May  dkd  j^b^t  Harley»  Earl  of  Oxfonl  and  Earl 
Mortimer,  who  had  been  a  munificent  patron  of  genius  and  literature  } 
jand  completed  a' very  YskMbie  collellioii  of  mm<Sertpt8.  '    •    * 

The  praiftice  of  inoculatjon-  for*  the  fmall  pox  waa  by  this  time  in- 
trodued  into  England  froiq  Turkey.  Prince  iF'rederick,  the  two 
PrinceflVs  Amelia  and  Carolina,' the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  his  fifter^ 
with  many  other  perfons  of  dtftioHioB^  underwent  tliic  operati«fk  with 
fuccefs. 

Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel  died  in  June,  after  haying  bequeathed  fire 
hiindied  pounds  to  the  late  BiibAp  of  Rochtfter • 

F  F  ft  ^  XIX. 
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6  OK  \  XrX:  fe  the  beginning  of  this  ye*,  Pftlip 
II-  Kin^  of  Spain,  tetiring Vith  his^^  Qiieetl  io^  th&  W*o- 
naftery  of-Sh  Ildefonfo,  fent  the^MarqulS^of  t»i- 
malcK,  liiV  principal  fecretary  of  i\^SLte,Hd  his  fen 
Eduli?,  Prince  of  Aiturias,  with  a  foTerfih' rferitincia- 
tiohbf^hfi' crown/ and  a  letter  of  ativice  ih  Whidi 
he  exhorted  him  to  cuhivate  the  Bteflfed>  Virgin 
with  the  warmeft  devotion;  and  put'hinifelf  and 
his  kingdoms  under  her  proteftion.  The  rehuncia- 
tion  was  pubhfhed  through  the  whole  monarchy  of 
Spain  ;  and  the  council  of  Caftile  refolved.  That 
tJouis  might  aflume  the  reigns  of  government  without 
aflembling  the  Cbrtez.  The  Enghfh  minifter  at 
Paris 'wa6  inftru6ted  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of  the 
French  Prdteftants,  againft  whom  a  fevere  edi6l  had 
been  lately  publifhed  ;  but  his  remonflmnces  pro- 
duced no  effect.  England,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
quite  barren  of  fuch  events  as  deferve  a  place  in 
^  hiftory. '  The  goternment  was  now  firmly  eftabliihed 
on  the  heck  or  bppofitioh  ;  and  comnierce  flouriftcd 
even  under  the  load  of  grievous  impofitions. 

^  XX.  The  next  Parliament,  which  met  on  the 

twelfth  day  of  November,  feemed  to  be  aflemblcd 

for  no  other  purpdfe  than  that  of  eftablifhing  fiHids 

for  the  expente  of  the  enfuing  year :  yit  the  feffion 

was  diftihguilhed  by  a  remarkable  incident :  rtilmely, 

tlietriarf  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  Lord  G^ahfcel- 

"lor  of' England.     This  nobleman  had  conniMefd  at 

'    ce'rtain- venal* practices  touching  the  fale  bf'pTices, 

'and  thfrttoney  of  fuitors  depofited  with  the  Mailers 

of  CHattcery,  ifo  as  to  incur  the  general  reproachof 

the'^  naiiph. ;   He  found  it  necefiary  to  relign'the 

'  gr^  fejii  it3L  the  beginning  of  January.     On'  *he 

''^mnth  Ma^^^f 'We  rafuing  month,  the  King-  fettt:  a 

^'  ftidfe^i'  to*  the  Comihohs,'  impoftihg/that  his  Ma- 

'  Jefty  hai€n^*  rfeafon  tb^  apprehend  that  the  fuitttrs  in 

the  Co.titt WChahcdry  w^re  in  dartgct  of  lofing  a  C6n- 

'"fideJtabt'e  fum-  of  ;mone]ir,  from  th^  irifufficiency'of 

''' -fome  of  ^he  'Mitfters>  thought  himfelf  obliged  in 

jufticc 
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jnftice  and  compaffion  to  the  faid  fuffcrers,  to  takec  H  A.P. 
the  maft  fpec^y  and  proper  method  th(5-,law  would  ^i/V^ 
i^|)\«  for  inquiring  ipto  the  ftate;  ot, the  Maft crs-  ,^4, 
accounts,  and  fecoring  their  cfFc6ls  for  the  bcncfjt  of  ' 
(hefuitoFSi  and  his  ^^jeAy  having  had  jQever^l  re- 
ports, iaid  before  him^  in  pursuance  of  the^ijre^ons 
he  had  given,  had  ordei^rd  the  fepoijs  tobe  com- 
niunicated'to  theHoufe,  that^  theyrmight  i^a,Te  .as 
full  and*  as  perfed  a  viewrof  this  impQij^^^^ir  as 
the  (hpFtnefs  of  the  time)  -and  the<>qk^n^l^^ccst^d 
nature  of  the  proceedings,  woukl  a4ipit: f^.  i       r  i£  5  ^ 

^  XXI-  Thefe  papers  being  takqip.  i^to  ^conjifj^- 
ation^^Sir  George  Oxenden  obferv^ed^that  eH9pm>us 
abufes  had  crept  into  the  high  court  jorpljiaiic^  : 
that  the  crimes  and  mifdemeanori^r  oi  ^1^  Ute  jCord 
Chancellor  were-  many  and  various^,  but. ^ight  be 
redpccdtothe  following  heads^:  that :'he,. hid  em- 
bez^ed  the  eftates  and  effects  of  many  widows,  or- 
phans, and  l^uaaidcks :  that  he  had  railed  the  ollice^ 
of  Mafters  in  Chancery  to  an  exhorbitant  fncei 
trufting  in  their  hands  large  fums  of  monpy  belonging 
to  fuitors^  that  they  might  be  .enabled  to  /Omply 
with  his  exorbitant  demands;  and  that  in  feyer^iJ cafes 
he  had  made  divers  irregular  orders.  He  thexeftire 
inoved,  That  Thomas  Earl  o£^  Macclesfield. |^Q\rid 
be  impeached  of  high  crimes  ^£m(^;fni{dj^e^Qfs. 
Mr.  Pulteney  moved/  TJiatthip  ^i^Fair^  might  be  left 
to  the  confideration  of  a  felefl:  cpmmittee.  jSy  ^Jl-^""*!!*.^ 
liam  Wyndham  aflerted,  Th^t  i|r,p);9Cf^9gn$35.^^ 
of  impeachment  upon  reports  Ij^oitir. above,  *theyParii«- 
would  make  a  dangerous  precedent ;  and  fcem  , to ™'^"** 
pve  up-  the  mofl.  valuable  of  4heir  privileges,  the 
jmqueft  after  ftate  criminals.  The  queftion ;  being 
put^  it  was  carried  for  the  impeachipqi^t,  \^\^  J^arl 
was  accordingly  impeached  ^t  the  hzx  of  tij/^rrfdgij^ct 
Houfe:  a  committee  was  appointed  to  py^jp^.^ar- 
ticles ;  ajid  a  bill  was  brought  in,  to  ia4^9%lT^^ 
Mailers  in  Chancery  from  the  pfi^aldes  9vj^^ff^> 
upon  difcovering  what  confidecation  ^Ive^^.haq^i^id 

^      for 
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fi  o  o  Kibr  their  adimiHon  to  their  rrfpedive  offices.  The 
^^'  trUl  kfted  twenty  days ;  the  Earl  was  convidled  of 
1714.  fraudulent  practices;  and  condemned  in  a  fine  of 
thirty  thoufand  pounds^  with  imprifonment  until 
that  fum  fhould  be  paid.  He  was  immediately 
committed  to  the  Tower  where  he  continued  ai30ut 
fix  weeks ;  but  upon  producing  the  money  he  was 
difcharged/:  and  Sir  Peter  King,  now  [cceated  Baron 
of  Oakham^  fucceeded  him  in  the  office  of  Chan« 
cellor.  ' 

An.  i7«5.  §  XXir.  Hi*  Majcfly,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Aprils 
ggve  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  underftand,  that 
having  been  engaged  in  fome  extiaocdinary  expences, 
he  hoped  he  fhould  be  enabled  to  raife  a  fum  of 
money,  by  making  ufe  of  the  funds  lately  eftabliffaed 
fi>r  the  payment  of  the  civiUUil  annuities,  in  order 
todifchage  the  debts  contra&ed  in  the  civil  go- 
v<erment.  Mr,  Pultency,  cofferer  of  the  houfe- 
boM,  moved  for  an  addr^s,  That  an  account  IhouM 
be  hud  before  the  Houfe  of  all  monies  paid  for  fecret 
fcrvice,  penfions,  and  bounties,  from  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  Mjirch,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  one,  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame 
month  in  the  prefent  year.  This  addrefs  being 
rf9tt^  a  motion  was  made  to  conlider  the  King's 
meflage.  Mr.  Pulteney  lU'ged,  that  this  coniider- 
ation  fhould  fee  poftponcd  until  the  Houfe  fhould 
have  examined  the .  papers  that  were  the  fubjed  of 
the  addrefs.  He  exprefled  his  furprize,  that  a  debt 
amotuiting  to  above  five  hundred  thoufand  poundi 
ihould  be  contradled  in  three  years  i  he  faid,  he  did 
not  wonder  that  fome  perfons  ihould  be  fo  eager  to 
make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  civil-lifi,  fincc 
they  and  their  friends  enjoyed  fuch  a  Ihare  of  that 
fe^fiue  ;  and  he  defired  to  know,  whether  this  was 
all  that  was  due;  or  whether  they  fhould  expedt  an- 
other reckoning  ?  This  gentleman  began  to  be  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry ;  and  his 
farcafms  were  aimed  at  Mr.  Walpole,  who  under- 
took 
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took  to  anfwer  his  objeftions*     The   CotmnonsciiAP. 
took  the  meilage  iuto  confidemtion^  and  pafled  a     ^^^- 
biM^  enol^liDg  iaa  M^efty  to  laife  a  fum^  not  ex-  "^^^i^^ 
oeeding  one  mUlipn^  by  Exchequer  bills,  bans^  or 
otfaerwife,  on  the  credit  of  the  deductions  of  fix-  ' 
pence  per  pounds  dire^Ud  by  an  a^^  of  Parliament 
of  the  feventh  jrear  pf  .ia^  Majefjtyi^  and  of  the  civil- 
lift  revenue^    at  an  intereft  not  ex^ceeding  ;three 
poundsvper  cent.  tUl  lepaymeot  pf  the  principal.  . 

§  Xl^IIL  Qa  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  a  peti- 
ti^  was  pfefentjed  to  fhe  Hoofer  0y  Locd  Finch,,  in 
behalf  of  Heary  St,  Jobl^  lati^  Viiicouiit  Boluig^^ 
biX)k«,  prayings  that'  tbe>.execution,,of  the  law  wiux 
fefpf<SU  to  ^  fosfi^tunei^  mg)^  be  )[ufpen4ed|  as  ^ 
Bvdon  had  fuipen4ed  jit  wd^reij^ied  jp  his  life.,  Mu 
Wialpole  fi^AiJ^ed  .to.;he  Houfe,  \y  hki  M^N^^^r 
CQmmand,  that,'  feven.^years  before,  che  p^utiopes 
had  made  his  humhk*  application  ^nd  fiibmiiliQi)  ta 
the  King,i  with  afliiiances  yof  d,pty^  a)j|je|;iance^  ao^ 
fidelitif:  that,  fi^  his  be^yiqiM:^^^^  that. time, 
IkiB  Ij^efty  waa  convince^*  fii  his.bfi^g  .a£t  obje^ 
of  hig  noercv ;  :a«d  qoniented/<0  i^s  pi^titionii^.  thq 
Hoiife.  The  petitiQn  being,  r^d,  ,Mr^  Walpo}^ 
declared  himfelf  f^ii^y  £itisfied,  tb^f  th^  pedtioni;; 
hi^  fufficiently  atoned,  for  his  pail  ofiencqp ;  and 
Ibeififove  deferved  t]^.  (l)iypiir  o^;.th^  Hi9ufe^  (b  £uf 
V  to  enable  him  t^  enjoy  .the ,  £uai^y  inheiitan^ 
that  was  fettled  upon  him,  which  he. could,  jeiot  do 
by  viituQ  of  his  Maj^efty's  pardoA,  .i^Uhout  an  a<^  lof 
BuriiaaMnt.  Lord  Finch  mov^,  .thaf  a  hill  might 
be  bsEmgfat  in  for  ^^purpofe,  andwas  warmly  op^/  ' 

pofed  by  Mr.  Methuen,  comptroller  of  the  houie- 
hold,  who  repiiefcBtnl  fiolio^broke  aaa  i0(QafterK)f 
iniquity.  His  rctx>onftrance  was  fu^^ported  by  Lord* 
Wuliam  Paulet  and  Mr.  OnAow  ;  neverthelefs,  .thq 
bill  was  prepared, '  pi^d  through  both  Houfes,  and 
recdved  the  Royal  Aflent.  An  a^t  being  paiTed  for 
difarmmg  the  Highiaadeis  of  Scotland ;  another  for 
regulating  eledions  within  the  city  of  London ;  a 

third 
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BOO  Kthiltl'feif  itidot^grciiiyijbfb^^j^^ 
.    "•.    tics;  toge^h^r^Wfh  foltlfti'^lftliri^  i(>prtv4^ 
^^^thc  ParliMi^rit  Wa8nitoftibpi5*'%^Mdy/l-'irf^  the 
King  lud,»^"th»  ^i4mieft^^ithi?r»*tf^TaHQi»^ 

fiatiofl  M- 1^  i*fc!id«*i'>Ylfttl'-ftt^Odr*iiiJ^nfe  ^^  bis* 
(JemKmJdomihicmi.*^  ■ ''  ^  -  '  5  •"^-  ; .  ^'  '^r  •  '^  -»• 

4  X321V;  Th^ftick  Gf>dlifi<^at  ittttfefts^oix-^the 
Cdntiftent  had  begtn  -tomv9  ^A  4  ttfcW  chaiiwfcl,'  fo 
as  to  Tcnd^f iA€TO6hial'thefiidfUild»*«4jichhisBii^ 
tanmi* -M^eft^hfttfriifed  by  fcii*Aiuhipllcity  W 
Aeg6c*aflidn^i  LdUi^^  the  SpteiO?^M6iKffdi,- dying 
foon  after W^Jelevadon  1^  thb^htom'^  hi» father  PHi^ 
Hp  refomcd^the  trdwft  which  ^he  had  rcfigneA;  abd 
^c  himfelf  up  impifcithr^to  'the^  cAftdtt6l^<rf  his 
*  Queen;  wht)  Was  a  prii^dris  df  iiiddFatigablejintrig** 
'  and'infatiate  ambitidn-:''  ^he'&sfelftft,  ^ho  had  been 
married  to  Louis  XV.  6f^^Frarfed,  ^»«id  fo.idifagwe-: 
able  t6  her  hiifb^d^*  thar  the  whele  ^l4rc»ch  i»^ 
tion  begafl  tobe  ap^mhei^yenof  Vxivil  wtif,  in 
confequence  of  his'  dyiH^  ^^vil^ftmc^  mdheailiie'i'  he 
therefore  determitifed,  ^th'fhtffecWtehrf'hisiGOiaidli 
to  fe^d  back-  the  Iii^fit^i^i6l  kht  mipiAs  ia^likk 
been  c(fnfuit)iAated^:  MiA>i(h^^aSiaXt8kdiedi«0iftl|ftc^ 
by  the'^  Mttxittis  -As'  ]Vfoh«i^b^»e.^i'  Tte'^^te^n^nrf 
Spaiif  reftinted  this  in^> ($fl%MdPfte  ber^datghter^i 
and/mteTfenge;  difaEilflRid^S^;3«lf|otilllei^^ 
loiSi  oneof  the»RegentVd«igHtet»^^v*«o>4!»dfbeem 
betrothed  to  har'fow-Db«^il&8.J/jA«'  th^HcongRfi 
at  C^mbtiiy  had  ^^rored^  I^JMSci^lcial^^ 

•  On  th^ilMjd^y  <ifc&90et»h^f  flif  Pdii9«ib  ;«if |W<4ia4  wmJ^^- 

ifiarrifd  fo  the  King  of  ttenmark*.  ^h3^d%TteniTbcf  maSctVwit, 

Order  of  rhc  Bath,  thirty-eiglit  in  nuniDer,  iMluning  the  Sovertij^n, 
>    William  BMrtH^n  \^9  ci%ted  'B;«^0f^^W^aK»fbi4'^4rc4Mid^«h)l 
.yifcoimt  BjitcBiai^j  aMl.$irftf(nitiV9(l9>lb(^9rh9.'tMil  b^^.i9«e,«fi.tiie 
.levived    Knights  of.  the  BaUu^ArA|,,i»tw.  hofiouicd  wilh  the    Order 

^f  the  Garter,    .      '^^'^    *    ^-rfi.lU^J  ^  j^^^tr,  ,  T'l  ;. 

adjuft 


«iljiiifti»her^^4iUK)renc<f|  imMi  die  fimpe^r^r  vp^MilhfiGrTi  a  p« 
fole*  mediatiofr'Ol  €f^t;firi«aiift;»    ISus^wds  iiir»  Uok    ^"« 

to  anftWfdertakuig^^t  i^^  mterm»pt/t)^  ^r-^ 
mbny-ikbtiAiag  h^tvf^n  hka  and  thejCouit  of  Vw» 
fi[i£^;<^aiid  )iS  ^g^'lAkm  itiibn^at  the  £mpe4 
foi^s  fduimg  t0fffMt  ^tikf^Mrt^k^w*^  BuetMn  a^ 
Verden  except  upon  terms  whidi  he  «didi4ibt.cliioo£2^ 
to  embirae^.  rJlie  ^«aM:bflti^©e9eihe  Courts  ^dfWfeana 
and  JMbdrid)  ^9ftiitk  he  o^ime^  ^^  mo^at^/'v^ras  ^eiii*^ 
ed  by  ajprfevt6Mi©g|i(iftiont  .t^a^^itHe  ©luwgq-c 
d)ent>  ofrt)|e.r{>iik(«  ^  lUffieilifl^^  ^tii^th^  fiiiftkm 

yeligion,i  and  (^n^wcd  liikdt  t4*ef|fimce;^f  ri>i^  4i^tfKW 
Itck  Nbjefif^i  ^^i»r0itTMMA^A/figntAia^.y^ftilE4^ 
the'  mo|i^b«f  ^Afirtlr >ihfr^tKtt^ 
I*ffif^-w>:KJngiicrf-Spl^?aadr^   t^itBiftfmifn 

^Wt >  h^'Vrottld  iilit5«rtlcA  ^hii^rm.rtbfir poi& 
thde>  dbmi&ioM  th*t'f**rei((ecyadtftpv1iiDi  bfH^ 
treaty  of  Vtrei}bt¥/  ^Wipi(ycniJiiiK^,|illTpCeH|iftW« 
to  tke^dmimofi*  in  vIiftlyifeiHl^^ljhe^  0dr^ 

jydgodnb  ^hftr  &lipfcl»ar  bltr^We-Wc«y  of,£wi^ 
ChMks  grainted^ibe  fioi^^mmiretdfrrtbf^diike^Qm^of 
^fcatt^,>earm^  aiid  Piaqontimi te^the^eld^ft^^  of 
tk^  4gbeeit  d^Spaifii^  4srfi4Gwlt  of^iltoif^iiii^he^Kv^ 
lentr  poffaflToDt^f  as  iMftmJ^  fttfs  ^Ofp  ttorr  j^oikpu^ 
3p«iifr.>irtsanie  gaalpwtQe^  oCiiht  MAftMi^^Sftcc^^ 
Mcofdii^oi  tile  fmgoittiBlmlEind^P)^^^^  mt^ 

40niiiiiolisrio(.  that  ^  Hg^  wer«  fet^edri^rBthe^vJSixifle^ 
dior's  heirsfgeo^nd^  ;4tfld  .deda|-csa:tfti)>e)a  Miipetwl, 
iadviiifible^oaiidlimligpwab  tn^;piimq«- 

genitore.  By  the  commercial  treaty  of  Vienna^  the 
Anfiriai)'  Mffi^  iWCrt^^srttitlfad.tGCadvafttages  ]i>  trade 
witt  Spaih,'  wWck;  ISSP  otlic*'  natidn  enjoyed.  H& 
Catholick  Majefty  goacanteed  the  Oilend  Eaft-India 
cromp^y ;  tttki  agMed  to  pay  an  innual  fubfidy  o£ 
four  millions  of  piailres  to  the  Bmperor.  Great 
fums  ^(vere  lennttedtoVieana:  the  Imperial  forces 
were  augmented  to  a  formidable  number ;  and  other 

powers 
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BOO  Kpowers  were  ioliciibed  tb  ^gage  w4lm  aUiatMfti  fet 
^'«      which  the  Court  of  Feteribur ^  ad^yioUy  acqwkd* . 

^'^;j;j;^    ^  XXV,    TheKirig>of(Sf<at-Braain.ttok  a© 
alarm.    The  Empefor  and  be  4|ad  ibr  fomt  done 
treated  each  oth^  with  oumfeft  coolnefii*    He  had 
leafon  to  fear  fome  attempts  bpoa  his  Gen»ii;doim- 
xuoDS  ;  and  profc^ed  a  defe«£ye.tPea^'Wftb^Fiaiice 
and  Pniffia.    This  aUkoqe,  limited  to  thetenn  <tf 
fifteen  years,  was.n^godiatedaiKl'C^iKiudod  atHaa* 
over  in  the  numth  dfi  Septen^b^/    It  implied  a 
mutuai  gnaiantee  of  the  doi&imofis-poflkfled  hQr  die 
contrai^ting  pariaev^heip  rights  aod^nivilegeSy  thofe 
of  commerce  in  •particalaor,  and  an  engagement  to 
procure  fads&udionto the  nROteftantBof  Tliom^  wbo 
had  lately  been  oppreiled  by  ti|^e  Cath(4icksy  con- 
trary to  the  treaty  of  Oliva.   The  Kioghaidi^.  taken 
thefe  precautions  at  iiaoover^  fet^out  on  his  ittura 
.for England;  eitebarked at.H^voetfluys in-tbt; mid- 
dle of  Ekcember ;  aod  after  havsrig  bwn  expoiadtm 
the  fury  of  a  dread&d  <flormy  was  dandediKrith  gseat 
difficulty  at  Rye,  from  whence  he  .proceeded  by  iand 
to  London.    Thei  Parliament  .mceii«g  os  the ..^en^ 
tieth  day  of  the  next  month,  he  gaira  them  to  im- 
derftand   that   the  diitrefied  ccmdllion  of^focae  &f 
their  Proteftant  iMDethren  ahroad,  aod  the  negocta* 
tions  and  engagements  contca£bed .  by  iim»  ivagp. 
powers,  which  feemed  to  haire.  laid  the  fowadalion 
of  new  troubles  and  difturbajMea^  iia  JBufope,  and  to 
^reaten  his  fubjedis  with  tbelofspf  fes^eial  of  the 
mofi  advantageous  branched  ^of  /thev  <tmde»  Jttd 
ohtiged  him  to  concert  wiili  other  pomars.fuch  mear- 
'fiires  as  might  gi»e  acheckilo  theiambitious  views 
of  thofe  who  were  endeavousing.toironder  themfelvea 
Ibrmidable;  and  put  a  fiop  te.the  further  progreia 
of  fuch  dangerous  defigna.    He  toid  them,  that  the 
enemies  of  his  government  rwere  akeady  very  h^j^ 
by  their  inibruments  and  emiffimfii  in  thofe  courts 
whofe  meafures  feemed  moftt<».£Arour  their purpofes^ 
in  fbliciting  and:jpromoting  the  xaufe  of  the  Pre* 

tcndcn 
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tendec*  One  £tf$ft  at  firft  fi^t^  tbtt  the  intereftB  of  c  hap. 
.  G^nniiay  €b(iia«ad  th^  treaty  of  Hanoyer ;  but,  in  ^^• 
Oliver .  to  <£ecum.  the  approbatioo  pf  Great-Britain,  ^^^^^^^ 
upop  which  the  fupport  of  this  Alliance  chiefly  de-* 
pcndedy  it  was  juc^ed  necefiary  to  infert  the  articles 
rekting  to.coi9me9ce  aod^  ^  Prote&ant  religion^  as 
if  theiuigageinent  hml  bee&4<cmtn^d  purely  {(x 
the  advantage  and  glory  o£  England.  In  a  word, 
the^iuinifiiy  b^an  now  to  fkig  uus  changes  npon  a 
few  words  that  h«ve  been  repeated  ever  iince,  hke 
oabaliftical  fouiids,  by  which  the  nadon  has  been 
enchanted  into  a  very  dangen>w  connection  with 
the  concerns  of  the  continmt.  They  harangued, 
they  infifted  upon  the  nmchinaticMis  of  the  diiaffedl- 
ed,  the  defigns  of  a  Popifh  Pretender,  the  Protef- 
tasit  iotereft,  and  the  balance  of  power,  until  thefe 
exfmffions  became  abfiohitriy  terms  of  ridicule  with 
evrary  perfon  of  oonunon  fenfe  and  reflei^on.    The 

E' )  were  told,  that  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 
eiLdufiTe  of  the  publick  treaties  concluded  at 
%y  had  eat^ed  into  private  engagements,  im- 
povtii^,  that  the  Imperiahfts  fhould  join  the  Spa- 
niasds  in  recovering  Gibfaltar  and  Port-Mahon  by 
force  of  arms,  ia  cafe  the  King  of  England  fhould 
reliife  to  rdlcure  them  amicably,  according  to  a  fo- 
lemn  pvomik  he  had  made^  that  a  double  marriage 
ihettld  take  place  between  the  two  infants  of  Spain, 
and  die  two  Archducheiles  of  Auftria ;  and  that 
means  ihould  be  taken  to  place  the  Pretender  on  the 
throne  of  Great-Britain. 

%  XXVI.  When  the*  treaties  of  Vienna  ^d  Hand- 
over fell  under  coniidecation  of  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons,  Horario  Walpole,  afterwards  termed  in  de^ 
lifion,  ^^  the  baUace  mailer,"  opened  the  debate 
with  a  long  unanimated  oraticm,  giving  a  detail  of 
the  ai£urs  of  Europe  fincc^nthe  treaty  of  Utrecht. 
He  enumerated  the  barrier  treaty,  the  conventipa 
for  jexecnting  that  treaty,  the  defrnfive  Chance  witbt 
the  Emperor,  tdate  other  with  the  Moll  Chidftian 

King  ' 
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BOO  KKing  and  the  States-General,  another  coavention, 
.^J[^;^^^the  quadruple  alliance;  the  congreis  at  Cambmy, 
,73,^.    the  treaty  at  Hanover,  and  that  of  Viennft^:  lie 
explained  the  nature  of  each  engageihcnt.    He'fiMd> 
the  main  defign  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  conchided 
between  the  Emperor  and  Spain^  was.  to  counte- 
nance and  fupport  the  Eaft-Iadia  company  efta- 
blifhcd  at  Oftend,  ix^xich  intcrfS^^  fo  eflbiitmlly 
with  the  Eaft-Indiai  companies  of  England  and  Hoi* 
knd,    and  was  direi^ly  omttauyto  feveral  fcdemn 
treaties  (till  in  fdrce^    Helenhoged  upon  the  danger 
to  which  the  balance  <^  power  wouM  'be  expofed, 
ihould  the  ifTlie  male  of  this  projected  70tiarrtage  \»^ 
tween  the  Hbufes  of  Auihia^  and  Spain)  fcver  ^poflefs 
the  Imperial  c^gnityand  i^e  kingdom  cC^Spf^rf'  tf>- 
gether.     The  Te^eder  will  take  notice^  tha^-i^s^^ntfy 
man  was  one  of  tbofe  who'^aoelaiihed-^aKd  tib^t 
article  oi^the  trkat}'* of  Utrecbb,' which  pv^0nuAl^ 
power  of  thofe  two*Houfc3£N>mtbeingrJsmiSMli^diQr 
united  in  the  pei^fon  of  the  Emperim?    £fo^di0}tiQt 
forget  to  expatiate  upon^the ^pi etendedi jbcrett^QBgigi^ 
ment  concerning  Gibraltar  and  MtRorcul^  ^od^liie 
King*s  pious  concern  for  the  xltftreOodnPnife^Aiats 
of  Thorn  in  Poland;     In  vain  did  Mnt^fibillpen 
urge,  that  the  treaty  of  HaAover  wottld.^^gig^-)the 
firitifh  nation  in  a  war  for  therdefente  of  tit^JQiDgls 
German  dominions^  contraty  to  an  Qkpfdj^fproivi- 
lion  made  in  the  a£i  (tf  iimiditionn  *iThefe  firguaients 
had  loft  all  weight.'   The  .oppofilMil.wM  fo  <i|iC<m- 
fiderable,  that  the  miniftry  had  notoesifoil)  t^  b^ih 
pain  about  any  meafure  they  ihould '.prc^fetj.  An 
addrefs  was  voted  and  delivmd  to  hi^  Mf^ei^y^  -^p^ 
proving  the  alliance  he  had  concluded  at  Hanover, 
in  order  to  obviate  and  difappouit  the  dimg^xtms 
views  and  confequences  of  the  trea^  of  peace  bctMctt 
the  Bmperor  and  the  King  of  Spain :.  and  promifing 
to  fupport  his  Majefty  againft  all  infults  and  atlacks 
that  mould  be  made  upon  any  of  his  tflrritories, 
though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  fiii- 

taia. 


tsdni^^vAup  addtefeix>f  ^iifiHSkne :  Jckid^Uras:  pref^miflc  hap. 
.byrywOKteufts-pinJboiA'  inti.  body.    A  4>ill  wte     '"• 
'fttourfnn»Y  ^powferibg^th^  of'tbc"^^!^ 

tMdifmf  tdntCMT^BQ^mdiiidihoMr^Tfiachard  H^ 
d$ii;>  kttc't^aafarer  of  tteiimTy^ '  for  a^debt ,^ie  owed 
tcr.tl^fi<Jtt*va§va^llIwnteng''to^cight-and-fo^^  thou- 
i^iid  ppuindsp^  THis  Jdefs^nc^  was  occiliomd  by  his 
ckkbwSbig  in  ^itbr-'SouthiSea^i  fclwme. »  The  ^  King 
reMmimml^d'.iift  tpcMiiHc?  and  thi  rHaufe :  com- 
plied With  hi$  ittiie^tinvcpiifidfiratioQr  df^iis  great 
granditoher^  the  mr^nnia  Joltb  Hampdeii,  v^ho  made 
fudvanobk  jfknd'agannfl}  die  aduttraiy  meafures  of 
tfaefirlt  Gi»rle».  ''  >)  .  t.: 

^  XXVIL  The  imalt^tax'  *rasf  founds  fo  grievous 
to  SoodanAy  that  the  peopfe  refufed-to  pay  it,  and 
n<^' were  excited  in  diffbreixt? parts  of  the  kingdom. 
At  GAifgow^  the  populace,  antied  with  clubs  and 
fUVes;  ^ed  the  houfd  of  Daniel  Campbell,  their 
TCprcfetttative  in  Pariiamentj  who  had  voted  for  th 
bill'i  arid  maltpested  fonoe  exciftmen,  who  at 
ten^edto  take  an  account  of  the  malt.  General 
Wadd^  wko  commanded  the  forces  in  Scodand,  had 
fent  two  co^liinies  of  foldiers,  under  the  command 
qf  Otptain-Buihel,  to  preVent  or  appeafe  a  difturb- 
atidts^this  nature.  That  officer  drew-  up  his  men 
lit  thk  fitter,  where  they  were  |)elted  with  ftones  by 
the  itndlitade,  wwhich  he  endeavoured  to  difperfe  by 
fifing  •  amongi '  them  •  without  iflujt.  This  expedient 
felling,  he^ofderal^  his  ision  to  load  their  *pieqes  with 
i>all,  abd^df^time  /whonflthenmagiftrates  were  ad- 
vancing to^^i^d^uhsm  in  k  bod^^  ;.to ,  ailiftr.  hiim  wi^{i 
their  ^vib6  and'inlhieiicii,  he  oommand^d/  ^erfpl* 
diet^' to^jfire  four  diflfereittway^  withdutthe  4n<ftioji 
^the  civilltitlwrkgrv '^  About  twenty  perfpii^irwere 
'ItftHed  l^p^  wotodttd^^ttfltlia  occafion'i.-The  p^op^e 
^f^ing>fo  ^Mtny  t)i^]{fi5^1&%' w^r^te^fperatecj  bsfyond 
alW<?ftlfe  iOf^ftinger.' *  They  began  t6  prbcure  arms, 
ah(t'  ^  -  breath^  '•  nothrng ".  but  tiefianoQ  said  revenge. 
B|Sftei"nfaoughir.  proper  to;  retreat  to  the  .  caftle  of 
-  i       -  6  Dumbarton ; 
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BOO  K  Dumbarton  ;  and  was  purfiied  above  five  miles  by 
^JJ;;,^^the  enraged  multitude.     Grener^l  Wade  being  in- 
,725.    formed  of  tliis  tranfaftien,    aflemblcd  a  body    of 
forces;  and  being  accompanied  by  Duncan  Forbes, 
OWmixon.  i^j.(j.advocate,  took  pofleffion  of  Glafgow.      The 
De"bat«  in^agiftrates  were  apprehended,    and  conveyed  pri- 
Paritani.   foners  to   Edinburgh,    where  the  Lords  Jufticiary 
Mem.       having  taken  cognizance  of  the  affair,  declared  them 
Tkdal.    innocent ;  fo  that  tliey  were  immediately  difchai]ged» 
Bufhel  was  tried  for  murther,  convi6led,  and  con- 
demned :  but  inilead  of  undergoing  the  penalties 
of  the  law,    he  was  indulged  with  a  pardon,    and 
promoted  in  the  fervice.     Daniel  Campbell  hating 
petitioned  to  the    Houfe   of   Commt)ns,     that  he 
might  be  indemnified  for  the  damage  he  had  ful^ 
tained  from  the  rioters,  a  bill  pailed  in  his  favour, 
granting  him  a  certain  fum  to  be  raifed  froth  an 
impofition  laid  upon  all  the  beer  and  ale  brewed  in 
the  city  of  Glafgow.     The  malt-tax  was  fo  ienlH^ly 
X         felt  in  Scotland,  that  the  convention  of  the  Royal 
burghs   pr^fented  a  remonftrance  againfl  ii,    as  « 
grievous  burthen,  which  their  country  could  not 
bear  :  petitions  to  the  fame  purpofe  were  delivered 
to  the  Commons  from  difierent  Inires  in  that  kili^^ 
Aa.  i7»6.  dom.*     On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  the 
King  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe  by  Sir  PatJ  Mc- 
thuen,  defiring  an  extraordinary  fupply,    that  he 
might  be  able  to  augment  his  maritime  force,  and 
concert  fuch  other  meafures  as  (hould  be  neceflary 
in  the  prefent  conjundlure.     A  debate  enfued;  biK 
the    majority  complied  with  the  demtod.     Some 
members  in  the  Upper  Houfe  complcdned  that  tbe 

*  The  Duke  of  V^Hiarton  having  conrumed  Ini  fortitnc  In  not  and 
.  e]«travagancey  repaired  to  tjie  Court  of  Vi^naa,  from  whence  he  jptm* 
ceeded  to  Rome,  and  offered  his  fervice  to  the  Pretender.  There  he  re* 
ceiyed  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  and  the  title  of  Duke  of  Northvmber* 
land.  He  was  fent  by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Georgo  with. credentials  to 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  where  he  abjured  the  Proteftant  religion^  laar* 
ried  a  lady  of  the  Queen  of  Spain^s  bed-chainbei%  and  obtained  tht 
tank  and  appointmcniof  al^wttguuit^Cakmei  itt  tbeSpamflfc  Icrvice. 

meflage 
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meffige  was  iotfent  to  both  Houfe^  of  Padiament^  chap. 
and  this  fuggdtion  gave  rifct  to  another  debate,  in^[JJ^^ 
which  Lonl  BalhurfE  and  others  made  feme  melan-    17^6. 
choly  refieidions  upon'  the  Hate  of  iniignificance  to 
wfakJi  tl^e  Peers  of  England  were  reduced.     Such 
ftmarks,  however^  were  very  little  minded  by  the  * 
miniflry ;  who  had  obtained  a  complete  vi6lory  over 
all  oppofition.  '  The  fupplies,  orctinary  and  extra- 
mthaary,  beiii^  granted^  with  everything  elfe  which 
the  Cowt  thought  proper  to  aik,  and  feveral  biU» 
paiifed  for  the  regulation  of  civil  oeconomy,  the  King 
difmiiled  the  Parliament  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  May* 

\  XXVIIL  By  thiB  time  Peter  the  Czar  of  Muf- 
covy  was  dead,  and  his  Emprefs  Catharine  had  fuc- 
ceeded  him  on  the  Ruffian  throne.  This  Frincefs 
had  begun  to  aiiemble  forces  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Peterfburgh ;  and  to  prepare  a  formidable  arma- 
ment for.  a  naval  expedition.  King  George,  con- 
cluding that  l^x  defign  was  againft  Sweden,  fent  a 
fimne  fq^adron  into  the  ^tick^  under  the  com- 
mand of  /Sir  Chasles  Wager,  in  order  to  anticipate 
her  views  uppn  his  allies.  The  Englifti  fleet  b€ing 
joined  4  at  Copenhagen  by  a  Daniih .  fquadron, 
alarttea«the  Court  of  Rt^a,  which  immediately 
iflbed/  orders  for  reinforcing  th^  ^garrifons  of  Wi- 
bo^fg,  Cvcm^t,  ][level,  and  Riga.  The  Englifh 
Admiral,,  having  1^  an  audienm  with  his  Swedifli 
INd^jefty,  fteered  tovi^ards  Revel,  and  fent  thither  a 
Li^tenant,  with  a  letfer  from  the  King  of  Great- 
Bhtajin  to  the  Csarina.  This  was  an  expoftulation, 
in  w&kh  his  Jyfajefty  obferved,  that  he  and  his  allies  . 
cbuld  not  fail  of  being  alarmed  at  her  great  pre* 
patrons  by  fea  and  land.  He  complained  that 
metfum  had  been  taken  at  her  Court  in  favour  of 
the^Prctender :  that  his  repeated  infiahces  for  efta* 
bliibing  a  lafting  firiendfhip  with  the  Crown  of  Ruflia 
had  been  treated  with  negleft ;  and  he  gave  her  to 
under ftand,  that  he  had  ordered  his  Admiral  to. 
1  prevent 
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BOO  K  prevent  her  ihips  from  coming  out  of  her  faarbourSy 
'^-     ilrould  fhe  pernft  in  her  refolution  to  execuee  the 
^s^^deligns  fhe  had  projected.     The  Czarina,  in   her 
anfwer  to  the  King,  expreiled  her  furpnxc  that  fhe 
had  not  received  hia  MsLjcftfp  letter  until  his  fleet 
was  at  anchor  before  Revel^   iince  it  would  lunre 
been    itiore   agreeable   to  the    cuflom    eftabliflied 
,   among  Sovereigns^  and  to  the  amity  which  had  fo 
long  fubfifted  between  her  kingdoms  and  the  ciQwn 
of  Great-Britain,  to  expoftulate  with  her  on  her  ar- 
mament,   and  expedl  her  anfwer^    before  he  had 
proceeded    to    fuch    an    ofFenlive   meafure.      She 
aflured  him   that    nothing  was    farther    from  her 
thoughts  than  any  defign  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the 
North ;  and  with  regard  to  the  Pretender,  it  was  a 
frivolous  and  ftale  accufadon,  which  had  been  fre- 
quently \ifed  as  a  pretext  to  cover  all  the  unkind  ileps 
lately  taken  againft  the  Ruffian  empire.    Sir  Charles 
Wager  continued  inhisflation  until  be  received  certain 
intelligence  that  the  Ruffian  galUes  wem  laid  up  in 
their  winter  harbour :  then  he-fet  iail  for  the  coaft  of 
Denmark,  from  whence  he  returned  to  England  in 
the  month  of  November. 

§  XXIX.  King  Greorge,  that  he  might  not  feem 
to  convert  all  his  attention  to  the  afiairs  of  the  North, 
had  equipped  two  other  fquadron?,  one  of  which  was 
deftined  for  the  Weft-Indies,  under  the  cdmmand 
of  Admiral  Holier :  the  other^  €ondu6^  by  Sir 
John  Jennings,  having  on  board  a  body  of  land- 
forces,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  July,  entered  the  bay  of  St.  Antonio,  then  vi- 
fited  Lifbon,  from  whence  he  directed  his  courfe  to 
the  Bay  of  Bulls  near  Cadiz,  and  cruifed  off  Cape 
St.  Mary's,  fo  as  to  alarm  the  coaft  of  Spain^  and 
fill  Madrid  with  confternation.  Yet  he  conunitted 
no  adl  of  hoftility :  but  was  treated  with  great  civility 
by  the  Spanifli  Governor  of  Cadiz,  who  fupplied 
him  with  refrefhments.  Rear-Admiral  Hofier,  with 
ieven  ftiips  of  war,  had  Guled  in  April  for  the  Spanifh . 

Weft. 
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M^dMndifi^  ^ith  inftirii£lioa8  to  biock  up  the  c  h  a  p. 
g^em3:  jf^  the  .po{);,pf  tbftt  cpuntrj&j  w  axould^^"^ 
ti^yipr^mfa©  CQ«^  oufe^.jISQ.  feize  a^  bring  them  ^^^6,  > 
t»[£llgifiainqi£¥f<t9fi  iNn^'^rrival  at  tbe.Bar^imentos^ 
»*  ^ttfrdWlftii!tl|a^  4fl|l%e3  confifti^g,  of  atjove 
fi&miHlMM^fil^rliQgi.  hf|d  a9(n  unloaded,,  and  carried 
bi^l;QJPlinj|Hiii^afi  p^uwcc.of  an.ofd^f  fent  by-. 
%»  tidti^^tlMitV^^c^had.tbe  Rart  of  Hof^pr.  .This 
4iiiQJ^J^y)i{)p,<^^  ihat;.ftati(>(>>  yn,til  he  becaoiie 
tW  j^  e£  1^  Spi«i'kwM?«i*  iJ^  wtu^^  tp  Jamaica, 
wkir^^e^WQd  «\qi«w*  t^  rpioforce  iiis  crews ;  then 
hftciftoo^^AKM^.to  jC^Chagena.  'fhe  Spaniards  had 
b]r«thks.lim9  (iyi^d  the^Englifb  South-fea  Ship  at  La 
Vera^CwWriidtog^hwrVvKhUll  the  vellels  and  efte<^s 
be]pn^9>tp^^{^t  cqm^ny.^  HoGe(,  in  vain  de- 
m4fi(i$4oi^ttitt^  rAhe^took  fomc  Spanilli  (hips  by 
w|q»  cjf«r|prifai>'  Rgd  wntinued  crvjifing  in  thole  feas 
ian^J  j3>ejg5rea|eft  pftrt  ftf  hisfinen  periflied  deplorably 
by  the  .iiifcaft^  :.^^  tJiRt  ujtihe^thy  i^liEnate,  and  his 
ihiFiS:'\MCB5  tQ^ly  ^ned'by  the  wpf i^^f ,  This  brave 
office  li«PS,,«te4^4vbyJ!i^  oiffe  • 

therdi<ft«©>  of  hWitB^yf^^t*:)  fceiftg  jbis.beft ,  officers 
and  men  daily  fwept  off  by.a9r  outi?%geous  diftemper, 
ismd  hiB  ihif](ai|0Kp94^(|:^  in^vitablp  ci^e(bru6]^on,  is  faid 
to  h^yp  4»fCp^Ai)k<^V!f R>|iW!^.i  #ili?  \^^  people  of 
EngU«[lio|*dl»ji,d%RiflWsrt,l^  i.his  upfprtunate 

expe4it«&I^,^Un^w|Jftfh.{^^  were  thrown 

away,ja|i4f  fejjJP^^h-Wneyi^xpeAded,  without  the 
ieaiilia^va^j^iglg^tQ^tl)^  j^^tio^.  ^  It  fecms  to  have 
beea^;a>tlAe%R  uirati^al  fchepie.  to  rob  the  Court  of 
Spain  Qjf  it^ \epf;fpfii^p(i  t(yea|)ire,  even  while  a  peace 
fubfifte^  bptwfcei^,  $he  t)¥o  nations.  The  miniftry  of 
Great-Prifaia,  indeed  allcdged,  that  the  Spanifh 
King  had  entered  into  engagements  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender.  . 

§.  XXX*  The  Dukes  of  Ormond  and  Wharton, 
and  the  Earl  Marifchal,  were  certainly  at  Madrid ; 
and  the  Duke  de  Ripperda,  now  prime-miniffer  of 
Spain,  dropped  fome  expreffions  to  the  Englifh  en* 

vox.  II,  G  G  voy, 
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BaoKVoy,  that  implied- foi;ne  foch  deiign^  which,  hour-* 
i^-     OTcr, ,  the  Court  of  Madrid  pofitivqly  denied.     Rip- 
^•^^■^^[^perda^  as  a  foreigner^  fell  aiacrifice  to  the  jealoufy 
^the  Spanifli  minifters.     He  was  fuddenly  difmiiled 
from  his  employments,    with  a  penfion  of   three 
thoufand  piftoles.     He  forthwith  took  r^ge  in  the 
houfe  of  Vandermeer  the  Dutch  Ambaflkdor,  who 
was  unwilling  to  be  troubled  with  fuch  a  gueft.     He 
therefore  conveyed  the  Duke  in  his  coach  to  the 
honfe  of  Colonel  Stanhope,   the  Britifh  minifter, 
whofe  protection  he  craved' and  obtained.    Never* 
thelefs,  he  was  dragged  from  thence  by  force,  and 
committed  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  Segovia.     He 
afterwards  nude  his  efcape,  and  fheltered  himielf  in 
England,    from   the  refentment  of  his  Catholick 
Majeily.     Colonel    Stanhope    coniplained    of.  this 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  the  Spani(h 
minillcrs  endeavoured  to  excufe.     Memorials  and 
letters  pafled  between  the  two  courts;   and  every 
thing  tended  to  a  rupture.    The  King  of  Sp^ 
purchafed  (hips  of  war ;  began  to  make  preparations 
for  fome  important  undertaking ;  and  Ambled  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  at  St.  Roch,  on  pre- 
tence of  rebuilding  the  old  caftle  of  Gibraltar.  Mqub- 
while  the  States-General  and  the  King  of  Sw^cn 
acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover  :  but  die  King  of 
Prtiffia,    though  his  Majcfty's  fon-in-law,  was  de- 
tached   from  the  Alliance'  by  the  Emperor^  with 
whom  he  contracted  new  engagements. 
/         §  XXXI .    On  the  feventeenth  day  of  Januaxy,. 
the  Britiih  Parliatnent  was  opened  witn  a  long,  elst- 
borate  fpeech,  importing  that  the  proceedings  and 
tranfaCtions  of  the  Empeivr  and  King  pf  Spain,  .and 
the  fccret  offenfivc  alliance  concluded  between  them, 
had  laid   the  foundation  of  a  moft  exorbitant  and 
formidable  power :  that  they  were  diredlly  levelled 
againft  the  moil  valuable  and  darling  inteitfts  and 
privileges  of  the  Englifh  nation,  which  muft  either 
give  up  Gibralt:^r  to  Spain,  and  acquiefce  in  the 

Emperor's 
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fimpctor's  ufiirped  excrcife  of  cpmmerce,  or  refolrec  H  A  F 
Vigoroufly  to  defend  their  undoubted  rights  againft   ^1^ 
thofc  reciprocal  engagements,  contrafted  in  defiance^      ^ 
and  violation  bf  all  national  faith,    and  the  moft 
folemn    treaties.     He    afliired  them,    that  one  of 
thofe  fecret  articles  was,  the  placing  the  Pretender 
on  the  throne  of  Great-Britain  :  and  another  .the 
conqueft  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon.   '  He  affirm- 
ed  that   thofe  combinations    extended  themfclvcs 
into  Ruflia ;  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  feafonably 
prevented  fuch  defigns  as  would  have  opened  a  ^ay 
to  the  invafion  of  thefe  kingdoms.     He  exhorted 
the  Commons  to  grant  fuch  fupplies  as  (hould  be 
neceflary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  for 
making  good  his  engagements  with  the  allies  of 
Great-Britain.     He  told  them,  that  the  King  of  ^ 
Spain  had  ordered  his  niinifter  residing  in  England 
to  quit  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  he  bad  left  a  memo- 
rial little  (hort  of  a  declaration,  in  which  he  infifted 
upon  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar.    He  did  not  fail 
to  touch  the  energctick  ftrings  which  always  moved 
their  paflions ;  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  the 
fecurity  of  the  Britifh  commerce,  the  defigns  of  a 
Popifh  Pretender,  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,. 
the  religion,  liberties,  and  properties  of  a  PTotellant 
people.     Such  addrefles  of  thanks  were  penned  in 
both  Houfes  as  the  minifters  were  pleafed  to  didtatec 
yet  not  without  oppofition  from  a  minority,  which 
W2«  far  from  being  formidable,  though  headed  by 
chiefs  of  uncommon  talents  and  refolurion.    The 
Commons  voted  twentt*  thoufand  feamen,   befides 
fix-and-twenty  thoufana  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  men  for  the  land-fervice ;  and,  to  defray  tne 
extiuordinary  expence,  a  land-tax  of  four  fhillings  in 
the  pound  was  granted. 

.^  XXXIl.  The  Houfc  of  Lords  having  taken 
into  confideration  the  letters  and  memorials  between 
the  minifters  of  Great-Britain^  France,  and  Spain, 
sind  the  papers  relating  to  .the  acceffion  of  the  States* 

Q  G%  General 
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Boo  KOeneral  to  thp  treaty  of  Hanover^  a  warm  debate 
n.     enfued.     Lord  Bathurft  took  notice,  that  the  ac- 

*'^^?<^ceffipn  of  the  States-Geaeral  to  the  treaty  was  upon 
'    cpudition  that  this  their  a6l  (hould  be  approved  and 
ratified  by  the  King  of   Great-Britain,    the  moll 
Chriftian  King,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  but  that 
^he  minifler  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty  had  refiifed  to 
fign  the  a(St  of  acceffion,  which  was  therefore  of  no 
efted :  that  if  the  Court  of  France  (hould,  for  the 
fame  reafon.  think  itfelf  diiengaged  from  the  Han« 
over  alliance,    Britain  alone  would  be  obliged   to 
bear  the  burthen  of  an  expenfive  war  againfi  two  of 
the  g^eateft  potentates  of  Europe.    He  faid  he^cpuld 
not  iQt  any  julLreafon  for  a  rupture  with  Spain :  that 
indeed  the  Duke  de  Ripperda  might  have  dropped 
fome  indifcreet  expreilions ;  he  was  known,  to  be  a 
-man  of  violent  temper;  and  he  had  been  f(^eauily 
difavQWi^d  by  his  Catholick  Majefliy:^  that,  in,^4^e 
memorial  left  by  the  Spaniih  Ambaflador,  he  imputed 
the  violent  ftate  of  atiairs  between  the  two  Croifu^ 
to  the  miniRers  of  England ;  and  mentioned  a  po* 
litive  promife  made  by  the  King  of  Great*Britain  for 
the  reftitujtion  of  Gibraltar :  that  methods  of  accom- 
modation might  be  tried,  before  the  kingdom  ei^- 
ged  in  a  war  which  mud  be  attended  with  .d^ageious 
confequences :    that    a    nation  was  lo^ed  with  a 
debt  of  fifty  millions ;  and,  in  order  to  maintain  fyj^ 
a  war,   woyld  be  obliged  to  raife  feve^  piii|ions 
yearly  ;  an  annual  fum  by  which  the  people  WQuld^ 
foon  be.  e:^haufled.      He  obiferved,    that,  JA  fqo^^ 
pappr^  l^d  before  the  Houfe,  mention. waf^.m^c, 
of  great,  funis  diflributed  in  divers  places^  to^  bijp^i 
certain  piealures  to  bear.     He  decla^e^ij  thit  S(^^ 
his  own, part,  he  had  touched  neither  $pa&i|li^.,f^; 
Englifh  gold ;    he  was  neither  a  Spafijafd,-*|W|jrji^ 
Frenclurian,  but  a  true  Englifliman^  .andt^^9-,}plH5i 
as  he  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  that  Houfj^.  h^  w<Mild,i 
fp^ak.  and  aft  fpr  the  good  of ,  his  .cpU4^txy.T>^^. 
therefore 'defired  their  Lordfhips  ferioully  to  con- 

fider 
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fidcr  ihe  matter  before  them,  which  was  6f  die  laftc  ha  Pi 
COttfei^uence  and  importance  to  the  whole  nation.*    ^'^* 
He  faid  nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  war,  fhould^'^^iiV' 
it  prove  fuccelsful :  and  every  thing  would  be  loft       ^ 
ihould  it  be  unprofperous.    He  was  anfwfcred  by: 
Lord  Townihend,  who  aflHrmed  that  his  Majefty 
had  received  pofitive  and  certain  information  with^ 
refpeA  to  the  fccret  article  of  alliance  between  the 
Ccouts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid^  in  favour  of  the  Pre-^ 
tender,  though  the  fafety  of  the  State  did  not  per-  . 
rak  I^  to  lay  thefe  advices  before  the  Parliament, 
Afler  much  rftercation,  the  majority  refolved,  that 
the  meafures  his  Majefty  had  thought  fit  to  take, 
were  honourable,  juft,  and  neceflary  for  pretehting 
the  execution  of  the  dangerous  engagement  entered' 
into  in  favour  of  the  Pretender :  for  preferving  the 
dominions    belonging    to    the   Crown    of   Great** 
Britain  by  folemn  treaties,   and  particularly  thofe 
of  Gibraltar  and  the  ifland  of  Minorca;  and  for 
mantwiifig    to    his    people    their    mod   valuable 
rights  and  privileges  of  commerce,  and  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  Europe,     Seventeen  Lords  en- 
tered a  proteft  againft  this  refolution.    Difpiites  of 
the  fame  nature  arofe  from  the  fame  fubjeil  in  the- 
Lower  Houfe,     Lord  Townfhend  had  fifermed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  no  promife  of  reiioring' 
Gibrsiltar  had    been  made:    Sir   Robert  Walpole* 
owned  fuel)  a  promife  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :' 
a  motion- w^s  made  for  an  addrefs,  definne  thefe. 
engagements  might  be  laid  before  the  Houle  c  an- 
other member  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  meniorial 
preiented  by  Mr.  Pointz  to  the  King  of  Sweden, 
and  for   the  fecret    offeniive   article  between  the 
Courts  of- Vienna  and  Madrid :  a  third  motion  was 
made  to  addrefs  the  King  for  fuch  memorials  and 
reprefentations  froni  the  Courts  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark^ as  induced  him,  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  to  fend  a  fquaidron  to  the  Baltick;     In 
6  the 
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90  p  Kl^he  a€C€Ui>t  of  tbe  money  gmnted  for  the  fervicc.af 
_^^*     the  laft  ye»,  there  was  ^n  ^rtide  of  one  kwndred. 

^^^and  twenty-five  thott&nd  pounds  charged  in  general 
t^nns  as  ilTiied  ont  for  other  engagemecM  and  ex- 
peticestyrer  and  abcrv^  fuch  as  were  {pecified.  Mr. 
Pulteney  mqved  for  an  addreis  on  this  fufag^  ;  but 
'  eachof  thefemotionawasrejededonadivifioa:  and 
the  majority  concuned  in  ah  addrefs  of  thanica  to 
his  M^efty,  for  the  great  wifdom  of  bts  condud. 
They  exprefled  the  mqft  implicit  confidence  in  his 
goodnefs  and  difcretion ;  they  preinufed  to  fupport 
him  i^  all  fuch  further  m^fuiea  as  he  ihoidd  find 
neceflary  wd  expedient,  for  prcven^g  a  rapture^ 
as  well  as  for  confulting  the  h(mour  ai^  tdYantag!^ 
of  thefe  kingdoms. 

%  XXXIII.  His  Majefiy's  fpeech  gave  &ich  um- 
bn^e  to  the  Coqrt  of  Vienna,  that  Mr.  Fajbns»  tbe 
Imperial  -refident  at  London,,  was  ordered  to  pnsfent 
^  a  wa^m  memorial  to  the  King,  and  aftervrsrds  tn 
Dubhfh  it  ta  the  whole  nation.  In  this  bold  recaon- 
Arance,  the  Kong  was  charged  with  having  declared 
fix>m  the  throne,  as  certain  and  undoubted  fa6b, 
feveral  diings  that  were  either  vi^refted,  mifrepre-> 
fented;,  or  void  of  all  foundation.  The  memoruilift 
affirmed,  that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  was  built  oa  the 
quadraple  alliance :  that  the  treaty^of  oommerce  was 
<^culated  to  promote  the  mutual  and  lawful  advan^ 
tages  of  the  lubjeiSts  of  both  parties,  agreeably  to 
the  law  of  nations ;  and  in  no  refpe^l  prejudftcial  to 
the  Bfidih  nation.  He  declared,  that  there  was  no 
offenfivealliance  concluded  between  the  two  Crowns: 
that. die  fuppofed  article  relating  to  tbe  Pretender 
was  an  abfolute  fidfehood :  that  me  ihfinuatioa  with 
refpedt  to  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  was  equally  untrue, 
his  mafler  ha/ving  made  no  engagements  with  tbe 
Kingof  Spaifi^  but  fuch  as  were^^ecified  in  thctxeaty 
communicated  to  his  Britannick  M^efty.  He  iaid, 
howercr,.  .  the  hoftilities  notorioufly  comoiittwi.in 
. .  the;Wefl:-Jndies,-and  elfewhere,  againft  the  King  of 

Spain  J 
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Spaun,   m  violatioB  of  treaties^   feemed  to  juftifycHAP. 
tnat'Pniiac*s  undeitaking   the  ficge  of  GibraltaF.    fPv^ 
Finally^  be  denu^ided,  in  die  name  of  his.  Imperial  ^^"^^^^ 
Majfefty,  fixitable  itparadon  for  the  injuxy- his  honour 
had  fuflained   fipom  fuch  calumnious  imputations. 
Both  ifoules  cxf  Parliament  exprefled  thesr  indigna- 
tion at  the  infolence  of  this  memorial^  in  an  addbefs 
to  \m  Majdily ;  and  Mr.  Palms  was  ordered  to  de- 
part the  kin^om..    Virulent  declarations  werer  pre- 
lented  by  die  miniila?s  of  the  Emperor  and  die  King 
of  Great-Britaia  to  the  diet  of  the  Empire  at  Ra^ 
tijDbon ;  and  fuch  peiional  refledtions  retorted  between 
diefe  two  potentates,  that  all  hope  of  reconciliation 
vaniihed* 

^  XXXIV.  King  George,  in  order  to  £ecure  him- 
feik  againft  the  impending  ftorm,  entered  into  more 
ibi<^  engagements  with  the  French  Kifng;  and  agreed 
to  pay  fifty,  thociifand  pounds  for  three  years  .10  the 
King  4}f  Sweden,  in  confideration  of  that.  Prince's 
bedding  in  readinefs  a  body  of  ten  tfaoufand  troika 
fcB[  the  occalions  c^  the  alliance.     Hei  concluded  a 
ireih  treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  who  pro<r   ' 
miiftd  to  famifh  a  certain  number  of  a^xiliafifis,  on 
acconmt  of  a  large  fubfidy  granted  by  the  Kin^  of 
France*    The  propcMftions  of  troops  to.be Jbnt  mto 
the  field  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  were  afcertained. 
Uifi.Britannick  Majefty  engaged  for  four<-2tnd*tventy 
thoufand  men,  and  a  ifa-ong  fquadn)n:;to'.ba  fent 
into  the  BalticL     He  made  a  convenrioawitii  die 
Prince  c£  Hefle-CafTd,  who  undertook  to  provide 
eij^t  thou&nd  infantry^  and  fburuthouland  iicirfe,  in 
confidemtidn  of  feventy-fbur  thouiand  pounds^  to 
.be  paid  by  Great  Britain  immediately^   and  fifty 
tboufand  pounds  more  in  cafe  the  tioops  fbould  be 
required,  ibefide  their  pay  and  fiUsfifience.     Such^""*l«' 
wna  thtr  fruit" of  all  the  alliances  fo  indufhiouflypa^riiVm. 
pinAned  fince  the  acceffion  of  King  George  to  theTindai. 
thMM  of  Great-Britain.     In  the  day  of  his  trouble,  ^'J^JJ^.^ 
the  Kin^.o£Pruffia,  who  had  efpouled  his  daughter,  raU. 
,   a  deferted 
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B  o  o  ic  deferted  his  intereft;  and  the  States- Gcneml  fboo^ 
^^^^J^^^^oof.  For  the  fecurity  of  his  German  dominicmSi 
ijtb.  he  had  recourfe  to  the  King  of  Praiice,  who>0ia«  a 
precarious  ally ;  to  the  Kings  ofSv^eden  and  Den- 
mark, and  the  principality  of  HeiTe-Csfle} :  but 
noneof  thefe  powers  would  contribute  their  afliftance 
without  being  gratified  with  exorbitant  fubfidics, 
though  the  danger  was  comnion,  ind  the  efForts 
Ought  to  have  been  equal,  Inftea^d  of  allies,  they 
profefled  themfelves  mercenaries.  Great-Britain 
paid  them  for  the  defence  of  their  own  dominions  ! 
fhe,  moreover,  undertook  to  maintain  a  powerful 
fleet  for  their  fafety.  Is  their  any  Britoii  fo  weak 
as  tQ  think,  or  fo  fool-hardy  as  to  affirm,  that  this 
was  a  Brit ifh  quarrel  ? 
An.  i7«7.  ^  XXXV.  For  the  fupport  of  thofe  expenfive 
treaties,  Mr.  Scroope,  fecretary  of  the  Treafury, 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  in  the  malt- 
tax  bill .  they  fheuld  infert  a  claufe  of  appropriation, 
empowering  the  King  to  apply  fuch  fums  as  Ihould 
beneceflary  for  defraying  the  expences  and  engage- 
mfents  which  had  been,  or  fhould  be  made  before 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  in  concerting 
fuch  Meafures  as  he  (hoiald  think  moft  conducive  to 
the  fecurity  of  trade,  and  reftoring  the  peace  of 
Europe.  To  little  purpofe  did  the  members  in  the 
.  oppofition  urge,  that  this  method  of  aflring  and 
granting  fupplies  was  unparliamentary  :  that  'fiich  a 
claufe  would  render  ineflfe6hial  that  appropriation  of 
the  publick  monej'',  which  the  wifdom  of  all  Paifta- 
ments  had  thought  a  neceflary  fecurity  againft  mif- 
application,  which  was  the  more  to  be  feared,  as  no 
provifion  was  made  to  call  any  perfon  to  account  fbr 
the  money  that  ihould  be  difpofed  of  by  virtue  of 
this  claufe;  that  great  funis  had  already  been 
granted  :  that  fuch  an  unlimited  power  ought  never 
to  be  given  in  a  free  Government :  that  fuch' confi- 
dence in  the  Crown  might,  through  the  influence  of 
c^il  miniiiers,  be  attended  with  the  mo'ft  dangerdus 

confequences ; 
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•onfoqaences:  that  the  conftitution  could  not  be  pre;^G.'i^4kP. 
fervcd,  but  by  a  ftri  A  adherence  to  thofa  tflential  par^i  iJ^^Jl,^ 
liamentary  forms  of  granting  fupplies  upon  eftimates^    iwT*^ 
and  of  appropriating  thefe  fupplies  to  fervices  and  oc- 
cations  publkkly  avowed  and  judged  neceflary :  that 
fuch  claufes,  if  not  fe^onably  checked,  would  become 
fo  frequent,  as  in  time  to  lodge  in  the  Crown  and  in 
the  miniders,  an  abfolute  and  uncontrolable  power    ' 
of  railing  money  upon  the  people,  which  by  the  con- 
ftitution  is,  and  with  fafety  can  only  be,  lodged  in 
the  whole  legiflature.    The  motion  was  carried,  the 
claufe  added,  and  the  bill  paiied  through  the  other 
Houfe  without   amendment,    though   not  without 
oppofition.      Notwithflandin^    this  vote  of  credit^ 
Sir  WiHiam  Yonge  moved,  that  towards  the  fupply 
granted  to  the  King,  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and , 
ibventy  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  raifed  by  loans 
on  Exchequer-bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  furplus 
of  the  duties  on  c6al  and  culm,  which  was  rcferved 
for  the  Parliament's  difpofah    Though  this  motion 
was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by   Sir  Jcueph  Jekyl  and 
Mr.  Pulteney,  as  a  dangerous  deviation  from  feveral 
votes  and  a6ts  of  Parliament,  by  which  the  exceedings 
of  the  publick  funds  were  appropriated  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  national  debt,  or  to  theincreafe  ^f 
the  finking  funds,  it  was  carried  by  the  majority. 

§  XXXVL  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  the  Par- 
liament was  prorogued,  after  the  King  had  acknow- 
ledged their  zeal,  liberality,  and  difpatch  ;  and  given  ^ 
them  to  underftand,  that  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  was 
actually  begun.  The  trenches  were  opened  before 
this  fortrefs  on  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  by  the 
Gonde  de  las  Torres,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
men.  'Hie  pl^ce  was  well  provided  for  a  defence ; 
and  the  old  Earl  of  Portmore,  who  was  Governor, 
embarked  with  a  reinforcement  from  England, 
under  convoy  of  a  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Charles 
Wager.  He  arrived  at  Gibraltiur  in  tne  beginning 
of  April,  where  he  landed  the  troops,  with  a  great 

quantity 
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BOOK  quantity  of  ammiuiitioni  warlike* (lores^  and  fbur- 
^^^;^^.and*twenty  pieces  of  canaon.  At  the  feme  time^  five 
S7»7.  hundred  men  arrived  from  Minorca ;  fo  that  the  gar- 
rifon  amounted  to  iix  thqufand^  plentifully  fupplied 
with  frefh  proviflons  from  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  and 
treated  the  efforts  of  the  befiegers  with  great  con- 
te^mpt.  The  Steteft-Generai,  ^Jeing  tipprehenfive 
of  An  attempt  upon  their  barrier  in  the  Netherlands, 
de^fired  the  King  would  hold  in  readinefs  the  ten 
thoufand  auxiliaries  ftipulated  in  tlie  'treaty.  Thcfe 
w^^  immediately  prepared  for  embarkation,  and 
ti^  forees  of  England  were  augmented  -widi  thiity 
new-raifed  companies;  Si^  John  Nonis  fet  fail 
with  a  powerful  neet  for  the  Baltick,  and  was  jpined 
by  a  Danifh  fquadron :  but  the  Czarina  dying  en 
the  feventeenth  day  of  May,  he  had  nooceaiTioiito 
commit  hofUliries^  as  the  Ruffian  ormaaieiit  was 
hud  aiide. 

^  XXXVIL  Meanwhile  the  powers  at  variance, 
though  extremely  initated  againil  eaeb  other,  were 
all  Aqualiy  averfe  to  a  war  that  might  ogaia  embn^l 
all  £arope«  .  The  King  of  Frajice  interpofed  iris 
mediation,  which  was  <:ondu^ed  by  the  Duke  de 
Bichlieu,  his  Ambaflador  at  Vieima.  Hans  and 
eounterplans  of  pactficatioii  were  propofed  between 
the  two  Crowns  and  the  allies.  At  length,  all  parties 
agreed  to  twelve  preliminary  atrtides,  which  were 
^  £gned  in  May  at  Paris,  by  the  Minifters  of  the  Ha- 
noverian alliance,;  and  aifterwArds  at  Vienna,  by  the 
Imperial  and  8pani(h  Amtxiflador?..  Thefe  imported^ 
that  hoftilities  ibould  imiDiediately  ceafe:  that  the 
charter  of  the  Oftend  company  ihould  be  fufpended 
for  feven  years :  and  that  a  congrefs  ihould  in  fmvff 
months  be  opened  at  Aix-la-Chapelle^  for  adjufling 
all  differences,  and  confolidating  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope. This  congrefs  was  afterw^ds  transferred  to 
Soiflbns,  for  the  cpaveniency  of  the  Fcench  miniiler, 
whofe  prefence  was  neceflary  at  Coiut.  The  fiege 
of  Gibraltar  was  caifed,    after .  it  had  lailed  four 

months^ 
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months,  during  which  the  Spaniards  loft  a  greait  c  H  a.  r. 
number  of  men  by  iicKneJ&y  while  the  garrifon  fuf-   J*Ji_ 
tained  very  little  damage*    The  Goiut  of  Madrid,  '^"'^JIJ^ 
however^  ftarted  feme  new  difiiculties,  and  for  fome 
time  would  not  confent  to  the  reftitudon  of  the  South-^ 
Sea  ihip,  which  had  been  detained  at  La  Vera-CniZj^ 
m  the  Weft-Indies ;  fo  that  Sir  Charles  Wager  con* 
tinued  to  cruife  on  the  cooft  of  &>ain :  but  thcfe 
objections  were  removed  in  the  feaucl. 

^  XXXVllI;  King  George,  haying  appcunted  a 
r^ncyj  embarked  at  Greenwich,  on  the  third  day  . 
«f  June^  and  landing  in  Holland  on  the  feventh^ 
let  out  on  his  journey  to  Hanoyer.  He  was  fiul* 
denly  feized  with  a  paralytica  dilbrder  on  the  road  : 
he  forthwith  loft  the  ftculty  of  fipeech,  became  le«- 
thargick^  a^d  was  conveyed  in  a  !^te  of  infenfibility 
to  Oinabrack*  There  ne  expired  on  Sunday  the 
eleventh  day  of  June^i  in  the  lixty-eighth  year  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  thxrteentii  of  his  reign.-^-George  L 
was  plain  and  fimple  in  his  perfon  and  addrefs,  grave 
and  compolied  in  his  deportment,  though-  eafy,  fa* 
miliar,  and  iGKretious  in  his  hours  of  relaxation.  Be^ 
fbre  be  afcended  the  throne  of  Great-Britain,  he  had 
acquired  the  chaiadler  of  a  circumfpeCl  General,  a 
juft  and  merciful  Prince,  a  wife  politician,  who  per- 
fe6Uy  imderftood,  and  fteadily  purfued,  his  own  in- 
tereft.  With  thefc  qualities,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  he  came  to  England  extremely  well  difpofed 
to  govern  his  new  fubjei^s  according  to  the  niaxims 
of  the  Britiih  conftitution,  and  the  genius  of  the 
people  ;  and  if  ever  he  feemed  to  deviate  from  thefc 
principles,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  he  was 
mifled  by  the  venal  fuggeftions  of  a  miniftry  whofe 
power  and  influence  were  founded  on  corruption'*^. 

*  George  L  married  the  Priocefs  Sophia  Dorothy»  daughter  and 
betreft  of  the  Duke  of  Zell,  by  whom  he  had  King  George  II.  and 
the  late  Queen  of  Pruffia.  The  Klng*a  bodyMrat  conveyed  to  Hanover* 
nhd  interred  among  his  anceftors.  From  the  death  of  Charlea-II.  to 
this  period^  England  bad  made  a  confiderable  figure  in  every  branch  of 
literature.    Dr.  Atterbury  and  Dr.  Clarke  dolinguilhed  themfelvet 
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B  O  O  K^*^  diTinitT— Mr.  Whifton    wrote  in    deftncc    of  Ananifm^J^bif 
11^      Locke  Hione  forth  the  great  reftorer  of  human  retfoih— the  Earl  of 
^^„,l^Shafie(biiry  raifed  an  elegant,  though  feeble,  fyftem  of  moral  philo- 
^^T^jl^ibfrfiy— Berkeley,  afttrwards  Bifliop  bf.  Cloyne  in  Ireland,  furpalled 
^*    all  his  cpnteroporaries:  in  fubtJety.  and.  Tariety  in  mctaphyfical  argo* 
ments,'  af  well  as  in  the  art  of  dedu6^ion«-Lord  Bolingbroke^atalenta 
as  a  metaphyfician  have  been  ^neftiohed  finee  Mi  po(fililrhott»workt- 
4ppea^ed-*•great  progrefs  was  made  in  mathemati^ks  aiid  ailronotty, 
by  Wallis,  Halley,  and  Ffam(lead— the  art  of  medicine  owed  fome 
▼aloable  improvements  to  -  the  claffical   Dr.  Friend,  and  the  elegant 
]>nMead.    Affion|  the  poctr  of  this  lera  we  Bumbtr  JobnFhiiips, 
author  of  a  dida^^ick  poem,  called  Cyder,,a  j;>erformance  of  real 
merit;  he  lived  and  died  in  obrcurity<»WiI1iam  Congreve,  celebrated 
for  bit  comedies,  which  ase  Dot  fo  famous  for  ftrei^^  of  charader 
and  power  of  hufnour,  as  for  wit,  elegance,  and  regu]arity«^Van<* 
burgh,  who  wrote  with  more  nature  and  fire,  though  with  far  lefs  art 
>     and   precifion—- Steele,   who  in  bis  comedies  Aicce&luily  engrafted 
'modern  charaAers  oi\  the  ancient  ili'ama— -Farquhaf,>wl|o  drew  hia 
piClures  from  fancy  rather  than  from  nature,  and  whofe  chief  merit 
confifts  in  the  agrteable  pmneft  and  wvacity  of  his  dialogue — Addi- 
Ibn,  wbofe  fame  as  a  poet. greatly  excteded  ,his  g^niut,  which  waa 
cold  and  enervate  s  though  be  yielded  to  none  in  the  char afier  of  an 
eflVyift,  either  for  fijlt  or  npatter— Swift,  who(V  mufe  feems  to  have 
been  mere  noifanthropy,  he  was  t  cynick  rather  than  a  poet,  and  hta 
natoral  drynefs  and  larcaftick  Ceyerity  would  have  beea  unpleafing,  had 
not  he  qualified  them,  by  adopting  the  esbtravagant  humour  of  Lucian 
and  Rabelais-^Prior,  lively,  familiar,  and  amnfing— kowe,  Iblemn, 
florid,  and  declamatory.    Pope,  fhe  Prince  of  lyrl^k  poetry  |   unn« 
trailed  in  fatire,  ethicks,  and  polished  versification— «the  agreeable  ParncI 
•—the  wjld,  the  witty,  and  the  whimfieal  Garth^Gay,  whoTe  fables 
^  may  vie  with  thofe  of  La  Fontaine,  in  i^ative  hqaimir,  eafe»  and  fin* 
i  plicity*  and  Whofe  genius  for  paftor^l  was  truly  origiaal...   Dr.  ^ntlcy 
;  llood  foremofl  in  the  lifl  of  critieks  and  commentators.   Sir  Chrmopher 
Wren  raifed  fome  noble,  monuments  of  architefture. '^Hevooft  iti 
markable  political  writers  were  JDav^naiU^  Hircj  Swift^  SieelCj^Addu 
foo,  Bolingbroke,  and  Trenchard.  ,.     .       ' 
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CHAP.    IV- 


i  I.  George  II.  afcends  the  throne  of  Great-Britain^ 
^11.  Chara&ers  of  the  frincipal  perfons  concerned  in 
the  miniftry.  §  III.  Debates  in  Parliament  concern^ 
ing  the  civil-lift.  ^  IV.  Changes  and  promotions^ 
§  V.  New  Parliament.  §  VI.  Fiolent  dilute  con- 
seming  the  national  debt.  §  VIL  Vote  of  credit. 
'&  VIIJ.  A  double  marriage  between  the  Houses  of 

.  Spain  and  Portugal.  %  IX.  Liberality  of  the  Com- 
mens.  \  X.  Debates  on  the  fubjidies  of  Heffe-Cajfel 
and  JVolfenbuttle.  %  XI.  Committee  for  infpeOmg 
4he  gaols.  ^  XII.  Addrefs  touching  the  Spanifh  de-^ 
predations.  §  XIIL  A  Jim  voted  to  the  King  on 
account  of  arrears  due  on  the  civil^lift  revenue., 
^  "XIV.  Procee)iings  in  the  Hot^e  of  Lords.  §  XV. 
Wife  conduit  of  the  Irifh  Parliament.  ^  XVl.  Ah- 
dication  of  the  King  of  Sardinia.  Death  of  Pope 
Benedial^m.     §  XVII.    Subjlance  of  the  King's 

/peech  to  both  Hmfes.  ^  XVIII.  Obje3ions  to  the 
treaty  of  Seville  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  §  XIX.  Op^  ' 
pofitian  in  the  Lower  Houfe  to  a  Jlanding  army 4. ; 
^  XX.  Bill  prohibiting  loans  to  foreign  Princes  or 
States.  §XXI.  Charter  of  the  Eafi-India  Com- 
pany prolonged.  §  XXII.  The  Emperor  refents  the 
treaty  of  Seville.  §  XXIII.  Seven  Indian  Chiefs 
arrive  in  England.  Revolution.at  Conftantinople. 
^  XXIV.  England  infefled  with  robbers^  ojf^jfins^ 
and  incendiaries.  ^  XXV.  Bill  againft  penfioners, 
fitting  as  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Conmions. 
§  XXVI.  Treaty  tf  rtenna.  %  XXVII.  Death 
of  the  Duke  of  Parma.  ^  XXVIII.  Dm  Carlos 
takes  pojfejjion  of  his  territories.  §  XXIX.  France 
diftraaed  by  religious  difputes.  ^  XXX.  Ths  mi^ 
nlftry  violently  oppoftd  in  Parliament.  &  XXXI.  De^. 
iatj^  Oft  a  Jlanding  army.  ^  XXXII.  Account  of 
the  Charitable  Corporation.    ^  XXXIII.  Revival  of 

the 
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thefalutax.  %  XXXIV.  Mr.  Putten&/s  nanufirueh 
out  of  the  lift  of  Privy-counfellors.  §  XXXV.  7*^ 
Kingfets  out  for  Hanover. 

BOOK^I.  A  T  the  acceffion  of  George  It.  the  nadoii 
y^J}^^^^  "^  had  great  reafon  to  wifh  fbi*  an  alteration 
J7»7.  of  meafures.  The  publick  debt,  notwithftanding 
the  boafted  oecbnomy  and  management  of  the  mi* 
nifters ;  notwithftahding  the  finking  fund,  which  had 
been  extolled  as  a  growing  treafure  facred  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  national  incumbrances,  was  now  increafed 
to  fifty  millions  two  hundred  fixty-oJae  thou(and  two 
^  hundred  and  fix  pounds,  nineteen   ihillings,  «ght 

*    -  pence  three  ferthmgs.    The  kingdom  was   bewil- 

s^  dercd  in  a  labyrinth  of  treaties  and  conventions,  by 

"<  which  it '  flood  engaged  in  pecimiary  fubfidies  to 

j^  many  powers  upon  the  continent,  with  whom  its 

*  real  interefts  could  never  be  connefted.    The  weatdi 

^  ,w  of  the  nation  had  been  lavifhed  upon  thofe  foreign 

V    5  connedlions,  upon  unneceffary  wars,  and  fruitlefi  ex- 

<  peditions.  Dangerous  encroachments  had  been  made 

Nj  N  upon  theconfHtution,  by  the  repeal  of  the  aft  for 

^  >  .  J  tnennial  Parliaments :  by  frequent  fufpenfions  of  the 

v^   J  •  I  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  upon  frivolous  occafions ;  by  re- 

>  "^  "^     /     pealing  claufes  in  the  a6l  of  fetdement ;  by  votes  of 
^    1   I  .       credit;  by  habituating  the   people  to  a  flanding 
vA.  ^  ^5  army ;  and,  above  all,  by  eftablifhing  a  fyftem  of 

y^    "^    I  corruption,  which  at  all  times  would  fecurc  a  migo- 

\5^  >^  :  litjr  in  Parliament.  The  nature  of  prerogative,  by 
^  I  I  which  the  liberties  of  the  nation  had  formerly  been 
i  '^  ^  often  endangered,  was  now  fo  well  underftood,  and 
f  ^  ^  fo  fecurely  reflrained,  that  it  could  no  longer  be  ufcd 
^i|X|J  for  the  fame  opprcfSve  putpofes:  befides,  an  avowed 
^  jY  »tenfion  of  tne  prerogative  required  more  ability, 
S  courage,  and  refolution,  than  the  prefent  minift^ 

/  ^         could  exert.    They  uunderflood  their  own  ibength, 
^  j^  W         and  had  recourfe  to  a  more  fafe  and  effectual  expe- 
* ''  dient.     T\xt  vice,  luxury,  and  proflitution  of  the 

age,  the  almofl  total  extinction  of  fentiment,  ho- 
nour, 
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nour^  and  publlck  fpkit>  had  prepared  the  minds  of c  H  a.  P. 
men  for  flavcry  and  corruption.    The  means  were  In  .^^L,^ 
the  hands  of  the  minifiry;  the  publick  treafure  was    jjaj. 
at  their  devotion :  they  multiplied  places  and  pen* 
fions^  to  incretfe  the  number  of  their  dependants ; 
they  fquandered  away  the  mcxiey  of  the  nation  with- 
out tafte,  difcernment,  decency,  or  remorfe:  they 
inlifted  an  army  of  the  mod  abandoned  emiilaries, 
whom  they  employed  to  vindicate  the  worft  mea- 
fures^  in  the  &cc  of  tmth,  common,  fenfe,  and  com- 
mon honefty:  and  they  did  not  fail  to  fligmatife 
as  Jacobites^  and  enemies  to  the  government,    all 
tfaofe  who  prefumed  to  queition  the  merit  of  their 
adminitlration. 

.  ^  II.  The  fupreme  direction  of  affairs  was  not 
yet  engroiled  by  a  (ingle  miniiler.  Lord  Townlhend 
^ad  the  reputation  of  conducing  the  external  tranf- 
aiStions  rdating  to  treaties  and  negociations.  He  is 
iatd  to  have  underftood  that  province^  though  he 
did  not  always  follow  the  didates  of  his  own  under- 
ftanding.  He  poilefled  an  extenfive  fund  of  know- 
ledge ;  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  fundtions 
of  his  office.    The  Duke  of  N.  his  colleague,  was  ^ 

not  remarkable  for  any  of  thefe  qualifications  :  he  ^ 
owed  his  promotion  to  his  uncommon  zeal  for  the 
illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  to  the  ftrength  of 
his  intereit  in  Parliament,  rather  than  to  his  judg- 
ment, precifion,  or  any  other  intelleiftual  merit. 
Lord  G.  who  may  be  counted  an  auxiliary,  though 
not  immediately  concerned  in  the  adminiftration, 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  character  of  envoy 
at  feveral  Courts  in  Europe.  He  had  attained  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  different  interefts  and 
cpnnedlions  fubfitting  among  the  powers  of  the  con- 
tinent ;  and  he  infinitely  furpafled  all  the  miniflers 
in  learning  and  capacity.  He  was  indeed  the  only 
man  of  genius  employed  under  this  governoient. 
He  fpoke  with  eafe  and  propriety,  his  conceptions 
w^re  juft  and  lively  :  his  inferences  bold ;  his  coun- 

fels 
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pdwucift^sL^.tntofe???  of  a  badmmj^ 
QrtllHi\pt^  r^thf*  than  ,v^th  ^vowe4  detj 
i^»l9i9&: gP^eti'aini^nt  of  GfcsjJBnwii' iBfg/^^ 
lOfi^tged  by-:  ^iir  Robert  W.  ^  man  of  cx(i^^  ,^  ^ 
t^h^ts, ;  ^¥hQ.  bkd  from  low  .begjiiining^,y^e4  ^ffvipSS^ 
t^  ttie  bea4  $f  thfe  Trcaf^iry..  Hav^Mf  qb^2u4f^iV 
fcsbt  in.thq:' Ix»?er  Houfc,  he  declaKe(l^l^^ilc^f  pne.ftf 
thftiJp^  ^forward  partifans  of  the  Whig.6£6Jpjn.  '  ,Hb 
\Yfi%:S^^u(;d  ^th  ^  Q>^cies  of  elpqu^ni^,  wfuch, 
tfeflii^  l^ither.t  nervous  npr  el^gant^ /flowed,  ^wi^^ 
gr/?ftti.fediljty,:  and' was  fo  pUufiWc' oft  all  iubjeifiis, 
tl*|^^ve^v«h/^n,:^^c  mifrppfiefcmal.mc.tru^^  ,pr^^ 
frQ#*o!iOoraii(;^  or  dp^gfi,  h$.  Jeldpm  fwj4t9^|>^ 
ffi^dfU.tihatrl^rt;  pf.his  juxUf^^  yfaQ\c  l^fsmng 

l^^iarangue  wj^  chiffly  intende^r,,,  Up  iPHrW/^.aC;* 
i|iiai9t«d:with  t^c. nature  P^  the,p^blicl^fi^d^  ]yid 

lyj^ril^od.  th&H^^^^.  ^3^^^^  pi.  ^il^'^iffl^l^^t 
:fhj|§rfeaovrifi^Pfoduc^^  a  conpealon^bct^f^^ 
afl4,tl}e  ta()A«y-cqrppmions,.^hich  feijfjfji    oj^u^cc 
hia  4/nE<»?!?i*^-'r  He  perceived  ^c  'bjjfflc  ^J^j^i^ 
kiii4  ^f«<^i^  ^^,^at:ed  by.  a,  ibriid  ^Kir^  ^^^^ 
h^d  fagaeity.-er^ough  to  coay^rt  t^ed/e^ 
tbp  tinigs^jto^  his.ow^  advantage  f.  ancJi^^JHt 
thig  .fl^nej ;  ^e  foui\ded  the .  whole  J^ 
hi^  Aibfequ^nt  adpunil^ration.   .In.{hj     ^^     _ 
h^flj.by  diiptvof  fpeaking  decifiyely  to  eyer]y  iu 
by. boldly  .impeaching  the  confliicft  o4  thj^.^j^  pii- 
niftejfs,  .^y  hisadivity  in  elecftions^  /ujd  . eng2%i|Pg^a3 
a  prcge^or  in  tjie  (chemcs  of  the  ny?n^ed-i^ 
become  a. leading  member  in  the  Houic  x^  Xtpm- 
naons.;    By  hjs  fufFe^ings  under  the  ^Qfypax]ja^ 
ment,  he  'attained  the  rankT  of  a  martyr,  tq  his  pgrty : 
his :  intered^    his  reputation^    and    lus.^pr^fuqi^tion 
daily  increafed  :  he  oppofed  Sunderland  as  hi^j;qval 
in  power,  and  headed  a  dangerous  defedibn .from 
the  miniflry,  which  evinced  the  greatnefs  of  His  in- 
fluence 


fiaenra  and  authority.  He  had  the  ^orjr  of  bon^c  tt  A/*' 
principaliy  coiicemed  in  eftedting  a  rcconciliatioa  f^j" 
between  the  late  King  and  the  Piince  of  Wales*:  ty^t.,  ' 
thei\  he  was  re-ailbciated  in '  the  adcnimihatioa  witll 
additional  credit ;  and,  frQtn  the  deatli  of  the  Eailt 
of  Sunderland  and '  Stanhope^  he  had  been  makii^ 
long  fUide^  towards  the  omce  of  prime-miniit^. 
He  ]pnew  the  tnaxiins  h^  had  adopted  would  fubje^i 
him  to  the  hatred,  the  ridicule,  and  reproach  of 
feme  individuals,  wtio-had  not  yet  rcfi^ncrd  all  fen- 
timents  of  patriotifm,  nor  all  vie)^s  ot  oppoHtion : 
but  the  nuinber  of  thefe.was  inconJ^derablQ^  when 
compared  to  tlut  which  conftitated  the  bocjy  of  the 
community ;  and  he  would  not  fuffer  the  confidera** 
tion  of  fuch  antagonifts  to  come  in ,  competition, 
with  his  fchemesof  power,  a^uence  and  authonty*' 
Neverthelefs,  low  as  hchadhiUQbkdanU-ihrm^e^  . 
ailbciation;  it  required  all  his  artilige  to  e^de^  all 
his  patienc&and  natural  phlegm  tobear^ilie  pp^iverfut 
arguments-  tKat  were  urged, .  and  the  keen  fatire  tha|t 
was  ex^ciied  again  ft  his  mefLfiires  and  i;nanag^meht« 
by  a  few  mwnbcrs  in  the  oppodtion.  Sir  mlliairi 
Wyndha^  poffqiled  all  ..thp  energy  of  elocution  i 
Mr.  Shippen  was  calm,  intrepid,  Ihrewd  andl  far-> 
caiiick : .  Mi;.  W.  R.  inherited  from  nature  a  good  un- 
derfhuidinfi  which  he  had  ftiidioufly  cultivated.  He 
W5^  one  ofthf  moft  learxicd^nembers  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^  extremely  well  qualified  to  judge  of 
literary  produdt^ns ;  well  read  in  hiftory  and  poli- 
ticks ;  deeply  flailed  in  the  Bril;i(h  conliitution,  the 
detail  of  government,  and  the  natiire  of  the  finances* 
He  fpoke  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncommon 
warmth  of  declamation,  which  wa3  faid  to  be  the 
effeft  of  perfoiul  animofityto  Sir  R.  W.  with  whoni 
he  had  been  formerly  connected. 

^  III.  An  expreis  arriving  on  the  fourteenth  day 
of  June,  with  an  account  of  the  King\  death,  his 
late  Majelly  King  George  11/ repaired  from  Rich-- 
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BtJxJ^ktiiOnd,  where  fee  rcccivied  tMs  ifitelKtencc^  <«-'f*i- 
AjJ^  ^fter-Hoi\fe }  and  the  rhemWrt  of  the  priVVi^Otihci'l 
^|JJ^'bl^lng  aficmbied, '  were  fvt^)m  a-ri<j«f.-  ^^'b*^  IQng 
detl^d  his  firm  purpofe' toprefert^  the' cartftita- 
don  in  Church  and  State,  aiid  to  eiikivnte  thofr 
fiances  which   his  fethef  had  niade  Mith^f^ftSgfi 
Princes.    At  the  (ante  time,  He  took  and  fuWcrili^ 
the  oath  for  the  fecuri^y  of  tht  Church  of'  Scottorvd) 
as  required  by  the  Acl  oF  Unfen,     NAxtday  hfe  tw^ 
proclaimed    King  of  Great-Britain.    The*   Pai^- 
menraflembled  in  >purfuance  of  the   aft  made  for 
tfiatr  putpofe ;   hut  was  immediately  prott)gufcd  by 
Cbmrfkimon  to  the  twenty-fe\ienth'daydf  thenwnth. 
All  the  great  officers  of  ftate  continued  ih  their 
places :  Sir  Robert  Walpote  itept  pofleffl«te'bf  the 
Tfi-eafuiy  i   artd   the  fyftem  of  poliricks  w^fch  the 
late  Kinghad* eftabliflied,  underwent  lio foWWfator- 
d6t>it.    The  Ktng^  in  his  fpecch  to  both  Hbtff«sf**ttt 
thfe.  opening  of  the  feffion,  profefled  a  feted  refirifr* 
doA  to  merit  theiove  and  aflfeftion  of'  hh  pieofelc; 
fey*  maintaining  them  in  the  full  cnjoytnenf  «•  ^'taisit 
rtligioas  and  civil  rights.     He   pronrifed  ttri^ff^A 
the  publf ck  expence  as  foonas.  the  circtlniRiJitecsF  6f 
affairs  wduld  pdrmit :  he  obferved  to  the  Oooftno/i^y 
that  the'grint  of  the  gnpiteft  part  of  the  ci\^li|HI 
feVeniies!  was  now  detentri  Aed ;  and  that  k  Would  be 
rieCeflary  f6r"  them  to  make  ^  new  provifitirt  'fbr  the 
fupport  of  Wm  and  his  family:'  laftly,  'he  Tbcom- 
mended  it  to  both  Houfes  to  difpdtch  the  buftttflb 
that  fhould  be  neceflarily  brought  before  tb<ah;  sto 
the  feafon  of  the  year  and  the  ci'rcurhfiatiees  efiTtlWie 
required  their  prefenee.  in  the  country/    Addf^fli!? 
,  of  cohdblence   and  congratulatiorf  beirig  draifen'-up 
and  pitefented,  the  Gdmmons,  in  a  cochmtftee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  t6ok  into  c'onfidehitibn  a  motibri 
for  a  fupply  to  hisMajefty.-    Sir  Robert  Walpolc 
haying  omerred,  thaj  the  annual  fum  6f  fevch  hun- 
.     dred  thdufafid  pounds  Rrtinted  to,  and' fettled*  oii  the 
late  King,  had  fallen- Ihort  every  year;  and  that  hi^ 

prefent 
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the  -entire  revenues  of  the  civil-liftj  w^eh  pr bd)ip()^  ^^^ft^^^ 
afaool  eight  hiuidfod  thpufiuid  pouiilda  per  4ifi«uxq^ 
<hoiild  be  fettled  on  the  King  during  his  life.  Mt^ 
Shippen  oppofed  this  motion,  as  into^ftent^il^ 
the  trail  repofcd  in  thena  as  redrefentadves  pf  fihf 
people,  who  cQt^  to  be  very  mi^  in  ei(f  «:iAi^ 
the  right  of  giving  aw^y  the  pubhcfc:m9iiey/;  H« 
fai4  the  Turn  of  feven  huodred>  thpufknd  jpound^-WM 
not  obtained  for  his  late  Majefty  without  a  long  and  ' 
Ibletna  debate ;  and  every  menaber  who  contended 
for  it  at  that  time,  allowed  it  to  be  an  ad^pk  Rajsal 
revenue :  that,  although  his  Majefty's  fa&uly  ihi^4 
bt:  epiaf ged,  a  ciroimuance  which  had  been^  uj^il 
as^tmexeaibn  for  the  motion,  he  pre^iXmed  t^  a|^ 
poiotmeats  of  Prince  Frederick  would  be  mu^h 
MfcncH!  to  tbofe  fettled  gti  his  prefent  Majqfty  w^e* 
iie^was  Friiicc  of  Wale^  :  befidci^  jit  was  fy  be  bopfii 
chjit:>inany  perfonal,  many  pafticulan^qKiOQes  intht 
lalterccifigiH  efpecially  thoie  *far  frequent  j<!iMn^^  t^  . 
Haaover^  .would  be  difcononued,  wd  enrirely  C|i&v 
H^  oMEtrved,  that  the  .wuMifi:  ^branches -la  rcht 
Qiiem'i^ rftign idid  nqt often^tatceedthe ftin  of  fire 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufa^d  pounds ;  ooreitbel^ 
ihe  tc^Ued  ^^pon  her  PafUaiiiient  but  once^  in  a  Bctga 
ofjthiflte^n  years,  to  pay  the  debts  coittnL<^9$d  tniriar 
civil  government ;  aofl  tbefe  were  ocqafibntd  by  tht 
unp^iiaUekd  inftances  of  her  piety  and  generwtp. 
She  g^vf  the  firft-firuits  #nd  tenths,  arifiikg  to  iiiiM^ 
tetn-thou&nd  pounds. a-year,  as  an  augmentatieil 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy.  She  b» 
ilowed  five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the 
Poft-^Office,  on  the  Duke  of  JMarlborongh  :  (he 
fuiiered  feyen  hundred  pounds  to  be  charged  weddy 
on  the  tame  office,  for  the  fecvice  of  the.  pubUck  ^ 
{he  expended  feveral  hundred  thouiand  pounds  in 
building  the  caflLe  of  Blenheim,  ft^  allowed  fbuk 
thoufand  pounds  annually  to  Prince  Qhaites  9f  Dob^ 

H  H  2  mark ; 


'^f^  HISTdft^Y   OF  ENGLAND. 

r4>tyfc^&un^i  ^  fafiained  great  IpiSbs  by  the  baat  cwtm8lf9- 
._J*^flW  fii|if»ofted  the  poor^  Paktincsi*  ihci:  exhibited 
^^i^'iBfliiy  otteer  proofs  of  Royji  'Iwunty :  and  inme^  < 
4fetly  beford  her  dt^th  fhe  had  formed  a  pk|n-:0f^l^. 
^M^bchent,  vhtch  would  have  reduced  her  yieaiif 
eiotenceS'ito  four  hundred  and  fifty^nme  thmiUfidc 
niA4  Jiundred  and  fbrty^ne  pounds^  He  afiirqp^y 
that  a;  miiUiOn  a-year  nvould  not  be  fufficient  txiooaay 
ct^  the^^xdrbitant  expences,  fo  often  and  }fe^:|iutftly 
ct>lti|>lamtd  of  in  the  Uoufe  of  Comnions  s  ..d^at 
dxfeY'fiihd  abov^e  the  ye^ly  allowance  of  feve^h^ui^. 
dr^  thoulfand  pounds^  many  occafional  ux^iOamT 
efeceiliveilunfs  were  hiifed,  and  all  funk  iAitbeboi^^ 
tomlefs.guJf  of  fecret  •fcrvice-  Two  hundred. aiid 
fifty  ^thbafand  pounds^  were  raifed  in  defiasyse  <^  the. 
aA£ienr  parliamentary  methods^  to  fecure  the  l|ii^* 
doM  from  a;  Swediih  invafipn :  then  th<  two  falfo* 
fame-Offices  were,  «re6ied,  and  psud  near  .>tWee 
hi^Klred  th<Mfand  pounds  for  'their  dti$xtus^-  «|ir 
Mmity  with.Sw^en  being  changed  into  $^]imo^  a 
^ibftdy  of^f^venty-two  thouiand  pounds  waa^iaifdi^ 
dtiy^^ntdd,  ta  fulfil  fom^  fecret  engagemoM)  with 
that  iOrown: '  fb\ir-and^twenty  thtefand  pounds  were 
given  :fdir  burning  merohant  (hips  arrived  fram  in* 
^ifted^plactt,  though  the  goods,  which  ou^t  to 
keifoa  beta-daftrG^'ed  for  the  publick '  fafety^:  were 
afterwards  piiTately  fold-:  a  fum  of  fiye:  hundnBtl 
thoa£uid' pou^  demanded,  and  grant^,  for 

pstywg  the  debts,  bf  fhe  ^iv^il-lift ;  and  hs6^<M4^fty 
<)iCla^^.  by  me/lage^  he  was  refolved  to  retMnch 
irirexfttnces  for.  the  .future.  Notwithftamdiog  diis 
nfolation,  in  ie£i  thjasa  four  years;  a  new  demand  of 
tile  iike  fixM  was  madd>  and  gcanted  to  ,dtiicbarge 
Ai^  .ivaunbrances:  the  Spaiiifh  fhipsof 'Wtr  wfakh 
Admir^.  3yng  took  in  the  M^ditserraoear^  w)^e  >ic^ 
for  a  coq^derabk  fum  of  money  :  one  hundred^d 
twenty^l^e  thoiftfand  pounds  wer^  granted  m  the  \9& 
lleflion^tobe  fecretly  difpofed  offer  the  pu  Wick 
utility;  and  there  .was ^iil  adebt.iii  the  pli.vi)g:Q«. 
/*  '^'-^  '  vernmcnti 
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Tff^Mitp  ftmountiojg  to  above  fix  Imndttd  tb£AM:;HAlP4 
ftttd  |>oundr.  '  He:>iDak  ]K>tice^  that  ttois-ama^iajfe^^^j^^* 
es^ttmvdgance  iiamyened  amder  the  ciMidirft  of  pcrfoiuK'^JJ^ 
prfitehding  to  iurpa&  aH  their  prtdtiotllbrs  in vth^ 
loM^edge  and  care  of  the  publick  revenue:  thata^^ 
ttOUft  <}f  thcife  fums  had  been* -acccankd- for,  tbd^> 
weiAfj  in  ill  pft^obabHity;  employed  in  fervices  n0tfi»? 
t^  "beawned.    He  faid,  he  heartily  wi(ked  that  tiimv^ 
tl|e*jgreat<diffcov3erer  of  hidtten  troths,  and  jceneealed 
>iilk|UitieS)  might  produce  a  litV  of . all  fucbtts  fand^ 
been"  perverted  from  their  puWick  duty:  by  iHivatc^ 
penfidns  r  who  had  been  tthe  hired  fla^Tes  and  th^ 
eo^ftupt  ihftriirnienr&  of'.a  proinie  and  raiA-glorim«^ 
adlliini^ation.     Yik  propofed,  that  inAead  of  gram^>   . 
iDg'  aM^.  addition  t^  the  dvil-liil,  they^  fhould  teftii^ 
thic  rbvc^^e  to  a  certain  fum,  by;coAcliuUng  Akm 
queMibif  ^ith  chefe  virards>  <*  in  like  manner  aa  th^ 
*^*-Wife  ]gmntedr  and  continued  to  his  late  'MJij^Sftyir 
•^ife  *i?o>  make  up  the  clear  parly  ftmi  of  iisv^ 
'^  hl^t^d  fhdufandiKHinds,"    To  thefie  pafticuhttrs?^ 
^f^  *Mtt  iildeedunanliv^rable,  i^:Teply  was  ma&ew^ 
I£aefi  chi^'iivtfk  of  decency  was  laid  afidey  as  }^ 
gKid  fup|&fflQOU$. :  The  Houfe^agreed  to  the  m6tioQ;r^ 
4tid  anbM  Atas  brought  in  for  the  better.  fupponoC, 
\M  ?li&jt(ly's  heuiehold.  -  '  The  ComnKNQS  i  h^^r 
T^eeivod'i  meflage  from  the  King/ de^iBng;  ttki^ 
^ftllitd:  ftiake  further  proviilon   for  ifac.Qaeefi  itti^ 
dmfo^^refolved,  That  in  cafe  ihe.  ihould  ftxhf^ 
hii-'lM^^Vthe  fum  of  one  hundred  thonjafld  pqw^ 
fhdtiM^be  iettkd  upon  her  forlife^  ^charged  uMii  tb«r  ' 
tifHim^<A  the  civil-liil,  together wiih  hiali^9fty'% 
psl^'OfSometfet-Houfe,  and  Richmond  Old-park^^ 
A  liitt  vrtA  fonhed  on  this  refolutioii,  whsdi^  aa  wett* 
aSlJie  (crfher,  paflfed  both  Houfes ;  and  reccivecj  dwf 
Royal  a^nt  on  the  (eventeenih  day  of  July^  whdfk 
the  Ring,  in  4  fpeech^tp  both  Hbiiie^^  exjitefled  bi^ 
Ouis&^ion  Jwith  their  ccnidiid,  .apd  copgiatulatedi' 
them  npon'the  wealth*  and  glory  of  the^tion^  b^ 
which  mty  had  icqoired  fuch  W^bt  iii  l&)d&^!lb« 
.    .-  :.  2  bwuice 
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ttjbk'.balahce  of  Europe.      Then  the  Lord-Ghancellor 

M^Jfs^  "^rofogiied  ^  Pariiatnent  td  thetwenty-mndi^ay 

'^<;^i?^df  Auguft :  but  on  the  feventh  of  that  itidnth'a  taio- 

mrriatioii  was  ifluca  for  diiToiving  this,  irtd  cmw 

*  Siting  ahrthef. - 

*  "^Ivl  IrithAihtcrim  feme  changes  were  made  in 
difterehf  departments  of  civil  cEConomy.  Lord 
yifcount  Torrington  wa$  placed  at  the  he*d  of  the 
Admiralty  :  the  Earl  of  Weltmoreland  was^f>pcintcd 
,^Vft^  L^rd-commiffioner  of  trade  and  plantations. 
Thilip' Dormer  Stanhope,  Earl" of  ChefttrficW,  a 
hobleman  remarkable  for  his  wit,  eloquence,  and 

'  jiolifliedr  manhers,  x  was  nominated  AnAaflador  to 
the  Hague.  The  privj-Gouncil  '  being  dfiflfelvirf, 
anothet  was  appointed  of  the  mertibers  tneit  prcfcnt. 
The  Duke  6t  Devonfhirc  was  dignified  with  the 

'  jilace  of  pfeiident ;  and  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban's  was 
appointed'  Mafter  of  the  Horfe.     On  the  dctrenth 

'day  orO(5)tcfber  the  coronation  of  the  King  ahd 
'Oueen  was  Performed  at  WeftminAer- Abbey,  with 
the  iifuiatl  foiemnity.*  By  this  time  the- Courts x)f 
l^^rice  and  Spain  were  pcrfcAly  iccohciled  t  till 
Eu^e^e  was  freed  from  the  calamitiesof  war ;  and 
th^  peace  (^  Great-Britain  fuffered  no  interruption, 
c'kcept  from  fonie  tranfient  tumults  among  the  tin- 
liers  of  Cornwall;  who,  being  provoked  by  a  fear- 
city  6f  c6/n,  rofc  in  arms,  ana  plundered  the  gra- 
ttarie^  of'thg^t  county.  '  —    .  "      .^ 

^  V.  ^e  efeftions  in' England  and  Scotland  for 
the  FarKameht  haviffg  fucceeded  on  the  new  "fyfktn, 
afcfofdhi|;  to  fh?e  Nvifties  bf  the  miniftry,  tbt  Iwo 

'  >]ftif^Oebt9i(».  dbeiKfcAthc  tlirMi*  tntlv  Ibnyif^fiHi  ^mwt  of 
fcinrlig^.  On  flie^ec^^d^y  of  ^ytwn^nw,  11705^  *ir.fr|KrtiW  K^f  Bcib- 
cefs  AVr)hcI|mpa  Charlotte  Caroline,  daughter  t*  Joi^n  Frcdericka 
jaaVqttis  vf  BfaNtt^HWgfi  Anl^aeU/^r  vi^idtislle  llfaUl  tl#a '«»•«,  Prtde- 

' '  f/ Jaoy^cjTg  i^oj,.  ai^i  WHlians.AuffuHus,  born  at  London^  on  the  fiU 

ttemh  tfajr  rrf  Apri!,-  »rni-'    She  Wd  liltcwife  hit^t  fow  Prf«eeics» 

-'  fljMe^AMe,' Amelia  Qwlina^.Marf^*  wtA^nifi  :afmfftfd*'4!^ 

-'*^  ^.'^  .     '   '  Houfcs 


.when  ^  th^   CQmoficm^  .uQaQioiouAy  <^li$.  fgv  thuf    \f*^ 


.I^tijre,f9r  Surrey^  a  gehtlcroan  of  ejcj^cnuvfcjkikiiv^    ^ 

ledge,  worth,  and  probity;  g^ve,  elogpen^  yeAC«» 

j  ra^e^  »d .  e\:ery  way  quaUB^d,  fo{ .  (hc:  dif^hargf 

.of  that  honourable  and  im^rtant  Qfgce.  /TtKL^^Q^ 

\m  hi?  [ipf^ch  to] this  n^w  74rliament>.  declg^ed^,  ^|t 

by.  the;  ^aft  advices  .ftotn  abroad-,  hj^.h^dreafoa  tO 

|io{^*the.di£culcic$  which  ^d  hithet^to  r^tar^e4  J:|if 

^  execution  of  the  proiitiunaries^  lind  the  o{>eniog  f^ 

the  congrefs,  would  (bob  be  entirely  removed:  In 

.  the  meiu^  time,  he  xcprefentcd  th^  ab&>W  noQ^ty 

of  cpntinuing  the  prepatation  jyhich  bad  hith^ri^^ 

iecme4  the  nation,  zM  prevented  aa  <y^nrvpti)r^ 

i«  JBurope.    He  promifed^  th»t  his  iirfi  c|^  (bff^A 

he  to^ccdace,.  fxocn  tim^.to  ticne,  (lie  eaq>ei¥H$  .of  i^* 

SibUck/as  often, ..and  as  foon  a^  the  i{ia$|-«ft,^fl 
htypi  tm  people  would  ^jgiitfuoh  redu^HA* 
Heexprefled  an  earneil  defire  of  feeing  th<!  fovtiidf^ 
.  tipix  laid '  of  an  effeduid  fcheme  for  the  mererafe 
and  e&cQuiagemeiit  of  feam^in  gen^i^^  that^thof 
iiiight  be  invited  rather  than  cqtDpeUed  inito  {h^ 
Service  of  their  country.  Pinally,  h^  jrecQijvi^endftd 
unan^nity,  zeal,  and  difpatoh  of  thepublif;^  b^ 
.oefs-c  Thofc  fpeeches,  penned,  by  .the  mtDiller^ 
woe  Qompofed  with  a  view  to  footh^  ih^  fnind^  Of 
the  jpeople  into  an  inamediiate  CQfiQuaevcf,^  with  th^ 
jPKaiurps  of  the  goyemtnent ;  but^  witjbottt  xfnj^  14- 
.Untioa  of  performing  thofe  promiiiPiS.af  Ot^QPOWr* 
.^foi7ziatio&,  aad.  mtional  advvniagy;.  ;  .Xh«  XWo 
Houfes  feemed  to  vie  with  ^ach  Otbef  jin  expreiBdas 
«£anlauie4UKi affofiioD  toiMsMajflifty*.  Tw 
in  th^ir  addrefs^  hailed  him  aa^  th^<  beft  of.  liMg^, 
an^  the  true  father  .of  his  country.  The  Commdna 
expreSkd  the  wxinneil  ftnfe  of  gmitude  fef  the  blef^r 
ii^gs  t^ipy  eiijpyed  in.  hi5  reign^  ^houj^^  it  w^  Iflot 
vyat  jciflbt  momfas  iAd^  Thay  ararofved  Qt .  all.  hia 
tranfi^iote;  prdimftd:t^  ftfpjipft 

dertaking^  I 
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9^0^  K^srtakin^^ ;  and  decWed  th6y^>(^Uld  cheerAdly  gnint 
^^*     «*tttte¥ci^  ftip^ies -fliStfid  to  waitt^d  forfhe^ptiblidc 

•^^^"^feirvic^.  •  -  Having  -  confide  ted  *  tte  isftimati^s  •  5xrhiiih 
'rfrcrc  laid  before  them  by  order  <tf:hi&  Mdjefty/tbey 
f6ted  tw(»-ahd->tu^nty*  thoufaAd  cune^  hiimtred  and 
#ty^five^^m^ft  for  guarrds  a^d^  garrifon^  v  ^nd  fifteen. 
Ihduiknd-feamcto  for  the;  femce  of  tiie-Woing-year'. 
Tliey  grafted  ^we  hundred  and  thirty  thdufend  nmr 
iiundredaftdtw*nty-threic  pdunds;  for  th^  ttiainte<> 
nandc  of  twelve  tboufand  Hefltan  troops ;  a  JTubfidy 
of  fifty  thoufand  |>aur)[dft  t^  the  Kmg  of  Svvedent 
and  -half  that  fttm  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfviack  Wol- 
jcnbuttle;*  ■  The  ^xpetice  <rf  the  year  amoiintcd  to 
four  tmlli^nft,  raifed  by  a 'ki^--tax  of  thtee  ihiUing^ 
jri  the  pound,  "ft  malt-jaX,  artd  by  borrowing,  lof  tbc 
Bank*  one-  nrulUon  fevdn  hundred  ^ndilifty  tfaouiaiid 
jKftindd/  foI^¥hi£h  annuities  to  th^^atnount:  of  iiryenty 
thoufaild'  poundsj  to  be  raifed  by '^  duties  on*  ^coala 
imported  mto  the'city^<rf  London,  were  gtanteit  to 

thatcorpWatiOn./  > 

-  ^  VI.  All  tliefe  fum^,  Jioi^ver,  were  Jiot  gnuitcd 
mtbeut  ^u<ilion.  The  number  of  land-foires  occa^ 
£oned  a-debaie  ^and-the^lleflian  auxiliaiies  weie 
not  aUo>ived  ^ithoift  difouto^and  oppolition.  Whoa 
they  'deliberated  on-tne  4otm/ot  the  fioidc,  Mr. 
F^teney-obfefved^  that  the  fhifting  of  fiinds. .wai 
but  pe#{)efuating '  taxeS)  and  pistting:  off  the  eiiril 
d^^ 'that  *ilotwith(llmdfn^''tbe^^eat;:m  which 
f^ni!  pe#fejEi&4t4d^  feuiit  on'theiin^tngfund^  it  aps- 
p«a^d  fhkt  fhend^ional  debt  Had  4:>een:increafed  lioce 
tht  fetlHig  iip^-thot-  pompous  projedl.  Some. warm 
lOtcteation '' )>iifled  ^tweeo'  him^:and':jSiir  iRobett 
Walpold-onKjAis^fubj^a.  -.The: -Lotd^Mffpi;  AU 
Anteen^'  aiid''Gk)mmon^oun^  of«:ijondoni   pm^ 

titu^  ot.aJluDcrcpnclu^cd  with  the  petty  Di^ke  of  \Yolfenbuttle,  wbo 
irefy  gr^v%''|0«fanteet  to  h\s''Vftt^t\n\dtf4%)e^' xhtfretTr^oox^ 
Ikct  t^ktt  kiii#Urt»f,  and  obkigifcs  hitoftA£.|o;fa|>yly;JiU  My ty  vidi 

fented 


^Ai...        .*,. 


ateatd  the»  tmdeof  that  e«y,<>ply4  %}m  ^^^'^^^S^ 

txaKiing  iiifaahi«nt»i  ThA  p^tkipn  w^  r«3(N6t«|4i  a^^ 
the  tax  im{K>(ed«  r  -The^  Houie  havii>g.>4^ie|9ied^  ^ 
King.Mfbr  a  pasttcukr.  and  diAuH3:  ^coum^f  tbf 
diiinrbutioacf  twoiitmdred  aad^ty  tbouiJHAd  po^Ad^f 
diaiged  to. have  been  iiiued  iot  fycmn^^t^XTf^ 
and  aanrigadon  of  the  kingdom^  nmd  pfel^pvii^;^n4 
erasing, tha peace  of  £uiope*»  t^lkcJiqad ^Miqng 
tfaeii:  requell^  but  fignkjbedm  geo^i  that  M|ti/p£ 
the  money  lad  been  itGrnd^  and  diiburfed  by  im«  1a£q^ 
Majefty,  and-  the  reifuinder  by  hirafelf^  tw  9^Tyi 
ii^.on  the  fame  jieceflary  fervicey,  which, feqijure4 
the  gieaflteft  :fecre£y.  « Such  a  meflage  in  die  reig^ 
0£  Kiag  W^Uam  would  have  laifed  a  ^angeuretHi 
flame  :ia  the  Houfe  of  Gomiiions»-  Mr*  W,  R;^^^-  n^ 
teney .  inveighed  againft  fuch  a  vague  ai^d^^^hi^ 
tvttjrof  aceoufidng  for  tb?  pubhcktncmeyj^  as  jtetid- 
iag  to  render  Parliaments  altog^er  iofignigcant^  49 
cosrer  embezzlentteats,  and  to  iicreea  corrupt  aad 
xafiacious  minifteiis.  The  Commoi^  having,  ^ke^ 
into  confideiation  theftate  of  the  national  debt>  exa^ 
milled  the  accounts^  and  intfrrogated  the  j^ofU 
officers.  A. motion  was  tnade  by  a  court  mepbei^ 
liiai; It  appeared  the.monie*  already  iflued  andap* 
{dieditowards  difchirging  the  national  debfeSj,  toger 
tfaer  with  a  fum  to  be.  ifltt^d  at  Lady-^dw,  amounted 
toi.iix  mUhons  fix  .hundred  ibncy-eignt  tbouCuid 
fevQ»  hundred  and  iixty^two  pioiMidi^  ^va  ihilhAg«» 
one  peoayi'  one  farthing.  In  vain  chd  the  leai^ 
€£  the  opfMK&doa  cxpme  the  falUdiOus  tcn4en<;y  9( 
this  motion.  In  vain  did  they  demoniliate  the 
fMadulent  artifice  mled  in  .drawing  t^  the  accounts: 
Amotion  was  canied;  ahd  leversil  refolati^nis  Wcrft 
«Bikefi;  on  thoflbte  of  die  iiatipna^  debts»  In  the 
pahidnhr  account  ti  ^c£»  debtt,  upon  which  the 

Houfe 
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»«  ^OK^oufeirelblVed  to'rfbrm  aDi|JrefirMbtioil .  fec^  ^s  ^  ftit* 

'^^' jtfftyy*  a&  aMkrie  of  tbree  Jiundmd;  thMfiui^  TK^mds 

'•^J^tMlitmg  tothc/dn^ju^  wrought  fUt0<w«|rtQti^lly 

«sB£ced.  'This  extrwfdinaiy  dmiffionheiag^.^fiEo* 

iTMcd,  gavd  rifie  to  a  very  wana  ddM^9  iiKfld  tc>.^^ 

fev«ei€  T^efticBis  agaiaft  thofe  wlu>  fttpeiimtvided 

^e  ^ttbtick  accounts,    Tias,  error  bei^g  vrQ6tilied; 

'  ft^dommittee  appointed  for  tbe'pittpofe  tkeiir  up*  the 

reprtfeAtadeA)  coamoing.  a  ptfticoteridei^l-rof  t^ 

Bttional  debts  d^charged  and    ihcuived  iioce  the 

toNsaty^fifth  dbj  of  December^  in  the  .yiMr-ooajthao- 

fioid  fevMi  hundred  and  lixteen^  with  a^bt^-of  die 

/&)king  fund  and  ^  the  puUiek  credit  .  The  dmft, 

bong  approived  by  the  Houfe,  was  ipfefented  to  the 

rKing,.  who  feceivad  it  gracioully;'   He  tooluthis 

opportunity  of  laying;  that  the  provifion  made  >£wr 

/gsaw&aHy  difdfaiirgifig'  the  national  xkbts;  <ra6  now 

^become  fe  certain  and  confideiable;  that  oOthsig  hut 

!ibme< sfifoFefeenti^eiit  could  aker  or  diminifh  it: 

-af^cifcunftanoe.^that  afforded  .the  finrcft  prafpedb  of 

.^ing  the  old  debts^difcka^ged.widloUlLany  oeceflity 

lof  ineurring ivfw^  incombnances;      .'      > 

!^    ^'VII.  Thtft  anfvv«r,  ^fiaught  with  many   other 

expreffions  of  fiufaeriy  tendernefa  fiw  his    peo{A^ 

'pved  the  way  fofa^mefiage  ix>  the  Uouib,  demand- 

ing'a  vote  ef- credit '«to' fulfil  certain  engagements 

entered*  *  into^   and  concerted,  / wkh  the  ^  advice  and 

:?xnetirrence-of  the-  liaft  parliament,  for.  fecuringthe 

trade  and  na^gatiaa  of  tbe  kingdoo^  and  £Hrt& 

ikring  and  prefervii^^die  peace  of  £wope.  Dhough 

a  dd[uite.eiHW  vpon  1^^  mafla^  theimifocity  w^ 

fQh«d*'tbdt  aa-additffr  ikould'  he  pasicnttd  to^.his 

^Mkjefty;  declaring  the  duty  and4Udicy  ofti^Cooi- 

moinsi  their  ^mie  <:oafidenGein' Ua^  loyal  care  and 

gbodne(9^  and  their  readmefii  to  enable  liis  Majefty 

to4Mfit^hifr  4iigagemeAl9. '  A^^wto^'of  crsdtt  paiKrd 

accw&ngly.^  -Dunng^  tUa  iiffion,'  iht  Braia  were 

<rhi^  employed-  i^  4tx^iMgJicopm»-o67  ftrrmd 


Hieir  pemlat :  ckey*  Ukewife  prepinrQ^  •  ^"^e«ii^. 
^iteA^iae  the  ftatme  of  JimittiioAy  wbicl^  i«>irj&v«r»  ^* 
did  tioi  pafc  into  »law :  cl«9y  <Qii£id<sred  t^  ^'^^^^^^IT*^ 
<»f  (he  notiofift)  debt,  a  6Agt&  fhnfi^A  d  ^dwteri 
th^ paflM  the mutiay  hiU,  and chgfethaitveiKiMS 
up'from  tiie  CommoM,  touchtng^e  Aipi^itt;  .^ 
gether  wiih  an  ad),  obligiBg  (bip^  avrivii^  Iniinjii.^ 
fetSled  places  to  perform  qwramine;  aod  ibmeotheia 
of  a  more  priyat^  aature*  ThefQ  biUa  hi»d|ig  i^ 
ceited  the  Koyal  aifent,  the  King  K\o&d  the  MSm 
on  tile  twentjr-tightti  day  of  Maj,  when  he  (hiMakjOd 
the  Oommofts  for  the  eiiefkual  ibpplie^  diey  li«| 
rmhdj  and,  in  particular,  for  baring oinpoivireiiediiin 
to  borrow  iive  hundred  thoufand  poandft  for  tho4i(^ 
Gharge  of  wages  due  to  the  fcamea  employed  in  tiM 
navy* 

^  VII{.  England  was  at  thii  period  qiute  hsooi. 
of  remarkable  events.  The  King's  unde^  l^nmti 
Auguftus,  Prince  of  Brunfmck^  Puko  of  York»  ml 
Biihop  of  Ofnabrttcfc,  died  on  the  t^rd  iSay  t>f  Ao* 
guft,  and  was  fucceeded  in  the  biihopn^rk  by  ^ 
Eledior  of  Cologn,  according  to  the  paoym  ^y  whioh 
Ofnabnic^Ic  is  akemately  pofibiied  by  the  l^ot^  o€ 
BmnfWick  and  that  Eic&ori  In  the  be^aaiog^  -of 
Decembf r,  hk  Majefty's  eldeft  fon  Fdnce  Bnedo«  < 
'  tick  arrived  in  England  from  Hanorer,  wh(Tf  bn 
4iad  hitherto  refided^  wie  introducocl  into  the  jpllTTS 
codncUj^  and  abated  Prince  of  WaW.  filgn^ 
Gofno,  nsfideAtfiom  iho  Duke^  JRvmiki  vttnof* 
<|tfredito  vffM  the  kingdom,  becaufe  hit  iMfter  paid 
to  the  Flretender  the  honours  due  to  the  King  ^ 
Qmat^A^tain.  The  ^ongrefs  opened  at  SkllflbMf  ftqr 
det^rmlntngatt  deputes  among  the  ppwffs of  Jfii^ 
fope,  pro««d  indfe^nal.  Skich  difficu^iei  Qocvmd 
Ih  £Mling  and  veconciling  fo  many  d^rMtpretvn- 
-Aim  and  tntereft^  that  the  coiiti^diitt'fNiAitotiii 
die  idbanceof  Hanorer  fmij^aki  a  provinoniil  treaty, 
'Mncermng  whidi  no  defimtive  $umtr  wm  gnroil  aa 
ytt'^lfa^Gnamitf.VisnnaaadMi^^    Olitfrfilto 


4j$  HIST0R:Y  OF  ENGLAND. 

t'6  6  k^  fer^jie,  ihcrefofe,  -  cotftihue*  in  fiifpcnfe :    tJ» 
V  ?T*_  Eh|lifli  fleet  ky  iha^ftive  and  rottilig  ih  the^Weflu 
^^'^^^y^lhdits  :  the  failors  perilfced'miferabiy;  l;«4thbut  dar* 
ii]^''ta  avenge  their  tountry's/ wrongs;  white' the 
Stonifli  cruifers  committed  depredations  witli  knpir- 
XHtv  Ofi  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain.  *  The'dourt 
cf  Spain,  at  thi«  jirn5hife,  feemed  cdd  Ufld  indif- 
ferent with  regard  to  a  pacification  with   I^ngland. 
It  httd  renewM  a  good  underlUnding  with  Prince, 
afti^  now  ftrengthened  its  interefts  by  ^  double  alliance 
of  marriage  with  the  Royal  family  of  Portugal.  *  The 
Ihftnla  of  this  Houfe  was  betrothed  to  the.  Prince  of 
Afturias ;  white  the  Spaniih  Infanta,  formerly  aiiian- 
cMto  the  French  King,  was  now  matched  with  the 
Frihce  "of  Brafil,  eldeft  fon  of  his  Portugiiefe  Ma- 
jefly.   'In  the  month  of  January,  the  two  Courts  met 
in  a  wooden  houfe  built  over  the  littte  river  Coya, 
tSiaf  feparates  the  two  kingdoms,    and  thdre  the 
Prifloefles  were  exchanged, 

'  ^  IX.  The  Parliament  pf  Great-Britain  meeting 
,  IC'tbfding  to  their  laft  prorogation  on  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  January,  the  King  in  his  fptech  commu- 
nicated the  nature  of  the  negociation  at  the  congmfe. 
Ife  demanded  fuch  fupplies  as  might  enable  him  to- 
aft  vigoroufly  in  concert  with  his  allies,  provided 
his  endeavours  to  eftablifh  an  advantageous  peace ' 
flrchild/mifcarry;  and  he  hinted  that  the  dilatory* 
dondiK^  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  pro-  ^ 
ceeded  in  a  gre^t  meafure  from  the  hopes  that  were  ^ 
given;- df  creating  difcontent^  and  divifions  anum^^' 
riifeftibje<fts  of  Great-Britain.    This  fuggeftion  was?i 
a  thii^hlerial  artBice  to  inflame  the  zeal  and  refeiit^^ 
mbiit  of  the  nation,  and  intimidate  the  memb^  ii^^ 
th^  oppofition.     Accordingly  the  hint  Vas  purfued/^ 
and  in- the  addrdTes  from  both  Houfesi,  tmit-could^ 
nbt'fail  of  bfeing-agreeabte,  coii(ideiriii^&e^inaiiii6t^' 
in  which  they  wferc  dilated,  partitu^  notit^  waS*^ 
taken  bf  this  'particle  r  both  Peep*  anffC6Himo!it«k^*i 
prefRd-'  tlieiir  '-^i/OeMnn  and  *  aMioHr^cJET  afiiKbffi|^ ' 
•i-  ^  --  who, 
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w]ii9,  by  fuck  bafe  a^d.^llasam^^  ardficcs^.(bgg9tftd(QHAi.Pi^ 
tfaft  JTi^anS(  of  diilreffiag  their  country,  and  cl&amu)sdt^^^  - 
at  the  inooovewencos  virhicb  they  thcmfelTcs.had^^Jl?'^ 
occafioned.  In  thefe  addrefies,  UKewife^  the  P^i^. 
luimeBt  dOAgmtulat^d  his  Msg€&y  qH:  the  arrml  -ef 
the  Prince  of  Wales  in  his  Briiaih  dominiima^  wA 
the  CommonB  fent  a  paiticular  oomplitnent  ta  fin 
Royal  Higbne&  on  that  occafion.^  -The  eAimatea 
havipg  bwn  examined  iathe  ufual  form,.  the'Uonfii 
voted  fifteen  thou&nd  fbamen  for  the  enfuiag  yeari 
but  f  he  motion  *for  continuing  the  fanie  nusiher-of 
land-forcfs  which  had  been  aUoved  in  the  preceding 
year,  was  not  carried  without  difpute.  All  the 
arguments  againil  a  (landing  armjr  in  time  of  p^oce^ 
as  inconiiftent  with  the  Britifli  .confiinition,  and. 
dangerous  to  the  hberties  of  the  people,  w<re  jpe*- 
peated  with  g^eat  vivacity  by  Mr.  Shippen  and«iIV(s» 
W«  Puiteney.  Thefe,  however,  were  anfwered,  a94 
reprdented  as  abfurd,  by  Mr.  Uoiatio,  WaJpoWi. 
and.  Mr.  D.t  two  fiaunch  adherents  of.  thetqQd* 
nifter.  .  The  firft  had,  in  dej^ite  of  .nature,  b^igt 
employed  in.  different  negociations:.  he  iwas.  blunt, 
auk  ward,  and  flovenly:  an  oiator  without  eloquenpi^^ 
an.ainbai£ido».  widmut  dignity,  and  a  plempoten^- 
tiary  without  addreis.  The  other  had  natural  paHa. 
and  acquired  knowledge;  fpoke.with  confidemre^ 
and  in  difpute  was.  vain^farcafiick,;  petulant,;  fmd 
vcrbofe. 

'  ^  X.  The  fubfidies  to  Swedeoy  Heile-CaiTe^  and 
Woifenbutde  were  continued,  notwithAanding  th^ 
remonftrances  of  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Mr.  LutMO^/chQ« 
and  Mr.  Pulteney ;  which  laft  obferved,  that.  a$  the 
Landgrave  of  Heiie-Callel,  and  the  Duke  of  Bnuif*. 
wick*Wolfenbuttle,  ufually  maintained  a  certain, 
number  of  troops  in  their  pay,  it  was  but  reafopabk 
that^  Great-Britain  Ihould  decay  no  moife  than,  ^hf^ 
expence  of  the  additional  forces  .which  tnofe^p^en^ 
had  Jaifedj  in  eonfequence  of  their  convention  wi;th 
the  King  of  England.    Sir  Robert  W»lpc)le:  p¥r^ 

ceiving 
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jt  tf  6  x^oifMng  that  this  rcsatk  tnade^n.un^oHSon  Aa  the 

^^^fin*.  :He  xxpaikted  upon  the  wifiiom  .of  i  tlnS^  late 
iiiag,^itk  concluding  the  Hanover  aUianoe^  He 
tfumcd,  that  the  conTentba  vHth  Hefle*Ca(lcl  had 
pccfvexiud  a  war  in  the  tgapWy  iot  wliicii  the  Court 
of  Vieniut  hadMnade  great  pfepsmtions :.  dutt  the 
Bmperar  had  not  only  augioentc^  his  own  forces  by 
tllie.help^  of  Spaniih  iufafidtes,  Jbue  akb  retanlned  the 
treops  .of  thiee  chsdors;  and  if .  fa«ihad  not  beea 
cnrenwedby  the  HeffiasB^  wouM  certainly  have  tc* 
joded  dae  pieliniinaiies^  and  all  other  advviceB  ito* 
wards  a  pacification :  thtf  ,  therefore^  tlieyr  0ii^ht 
»c  to  grudge  an  expence  which  had  alreadgr-liroved 
ib  beneficial  ta  thetiahquiliity  of  £urc^«  ..fiir.Jo^ 
feph"  Jekyll  repUed^  thai  whatever  glafs^iiug^  bci  put 
n|Min  fuch  meafuies,  they  , were  oepvgnatit  ta  ahe 
madnis  by  which  Eoghuid  it  fanner  ttxtes  had 
Ikeiedand  fifobired  its  cdndtiA  with  relation  to  its 
iflUreft  abooad :  that  the  nviry  was  the  datwod 
Ibtngth  of'Gteat-Bdt^-»4ts'  bed  defeooeaiid  Ikt 
cofityc  but  if,'  in  order  to.  fl(void  a  war,  diey  ihould 
b^  fa  fme-hearted  as  to  buy  and  maintain  the  fences 
ttf  foceign  Princes^  they  were  never  hke  to  fee  an^  imd 
<if 'fuch  extravagant  e^penoes.  Tfassgcnttertwii,  nrho 
exerctled.the4sfficex)f  Mafter  of  the  Rdls,  faaydajM 
^ved  hattfdf  a  zealous  defender  of  Whig  priKi-* 
pies,  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  fenlible  fpeaker^  and  a 
tfxlftfcientioas  patriot.  The  fupplies  Were  j'ailed  by 
z  eonnnuation  of  the  la»d-tax>  tne  dutks  open  malt; 
^yder,  and  perry,  an  additional  impofitson  on  imt 
mllidd  corn  ufed  in  difiilling,  and  bviale.of  anni» 
tiei^  to  the  Bank  ndt  exeeediDg  ^y  thouiand  pauoda 
^fMnAnum* 

if  XL  PetitLofaa  were  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of 
Connnoils  fiom  the*  merchantB  of  Londoo^  Liver- 
pool, a^d  Briftpl,  complaining  of  the  interruplaoos 
they  had.  fnfieted  in  their  ttade  fidr  feveral  veais,  bf 
the  depnsdaHons.  of.  the  Spansards  in  tne .  WefU 
•  •  Indies. 


ladies.  Thefe being^cosfideitd^  the Honfe cbAoM^C HA% 
the  Lords  :of  the  Admirakjr  t>  prodttoe  tbc  cttof  ^^ 
memoriak  bf  the  fame  kind  which  they  bad  recci^id^ 
that  they^  imght  be  laid  bcfive  the  congrefrat  SM^ 
ibiis :  then  they  addrefled  his  Majeliy  for  dofmiof 
an  the  letters  and  inftra6biDnr  whichr  had  been  fexn 
td  Admiral  Hofier,  and  thofe  who  futceeded  hixh  m 
the  command  of  the  .WeftJndia  fquadron;^'  Mxi 
Ogletiiocpe  having  been  infermed  oc  fhoeking^cni^ 
slties  and  oppreAions  exercifed  by  gaolers  upon  tbeir 
pnioBttty  moved  for  an  exammation  intothcft'pnc^ 
tices,  and  niat  chofen  chairman^  a  cooomittee  n» 
pomtedto  inquiie  into  the  flats  of  the  gaols  of  toe 
jnngdonu  They  began  with  the  fleet-prafotV;  whidi 
they  vifited  in  a-body :  there  they  fimnd  Sir  WiUiani 
Bach^  Batonet^:  baded  with  trolls^  by  order  o£fiani<- 
bridge  the^wuden,  to  whom  hie  hod  given  fiime 
flight  lacofe  of  ofience.  They  made  a  difcovery  of 
foany  linhumant  barbarities,  which  had  been  com^ 
ftni«Bd  by^tharvruiiian,  and  dobbAed  the^moibiai.^ 
cfmtoof  'tenes  of  fnuid,  viUanT,  and  •eMohioik 
When  the  report  was  made  by:.the  conttAittee^ithe 
Hdufe  unaimnoufly  refolved,  tfaatThoma  Bam& 
biidg&,  a^ng.  warden  of  the  >  Fleets  had  NRnUhUy 
penmtMi  fevmd  debtors  to  e[csspb ;  had  facea  guilty 
of  *tfae'moft  notorious  breaches  of  truft,  geeat  cxtor** 
tions,  and  the  higheft  criihes  and  nuidettmnbafsia 
die  execution  df  his  office ;  that  he  had  arbittarily 
aftid  unlawfUly  loaded  with  irons,  pCit  into  dongeoM^ 
«aid)deAroyed  phfoners  fbr  dtb^  under. kiixhasige^ 
treating  them  in  the  moft:barbana8<aiid  cruel  man^ 
tier,  in  high  violation  and  contempt  !of  the  Ifma^^. 
the  /kingdom.  John  Huggpis;  JEufqtiiie,'  wiu^iliaA 
been  warden  of  the  Fleet^pnfon^  was  fttb^o90d^tO4t 
refoimion  of  the  fame  nature*.  « The  Houf&^iiBuied 
an>addrcfs  to  the  King^  defiriag  he  woiildwM&htf 
attorney-general  forthwith  to  profecute  thefe  f^cfona 
amd  tiMr  accomplices,  who  were  commattccl  pcfiHi» 
0^3  ttf  Newgate.  A  bill  Was  brroght  ih>  tttftWiftgf 
7  Bambridge 


•  dtoxftaflMd^  to  execM^  die.  oiice>bf  wttRkii;  An^ 

Jj^^Ottet  fof  the  better  ivgubdng^e  pnCba  of  tltt-Fleet  i 

^^^I^Md  Ibf  MMre  effaftutty .  prcvamng  and  fttoiihia^ 

«ri>i<nify  and  lUeg^il  |3fiu%ces  .^£  thenmnknuff-ifio 

^  Xlfi   Other  iTieTc)iaiJd:i:69ihplamedby<|3et]iiOBi 

Af  ths Jaffe$  fuftained  bjirise  Spaniaidi^  ;TheHqafei 

in  a  grand  committed,  deliberateil  on  tin  (iibje<ft$ 

inc{uiredinta  the  particuiars^  examined  evidence,  and 

dieiir  up  an  addrel's  tb  the  Ksngy  definng  fa^  Majeftjr 

wofidd  be  gracioufl3r  fika&d  to  ufe  his.  utnoft  cnuldi'^ 

vours  for  pcevemingd'ojch.deprcdatioAs^'forfDDcuring 

jttft  and  jeafonable  dbtisfadtion  i  aad.<for  fecursng  to 

im  fubje^ts  the  frde  ekerci(e  of  commerce  and  navii* 

gation  to  aad:from'4(]aLC  Britiih  colonies  in  Americav 

The' King  aflured  them  he  would  ufe  his  beften^ 

deavours  to  anfwer  die  tdefires.andexpecbitionSTif 

his  people,  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  intportnnce  ; '  and 

diey^  in  ^another  addrefs,  thanked  him  ^or  hi&^^ 

ciauaanfwen  ./Theyrdid  noty  however,!  receive  tech 

a  iatisfiidoty  reply  to  a  former  addiefs^  ,toiiclubg  tko 

fum.of  fiatty  ciioufand  pounds  that  imd  beea  ftated 

in  the  noblidk  account,  without  {pecitication  of  the 

particmar  ufes  to  vdiich  it  was  apfuied»    HbMajcfty 

gave  them  to  runderftand  that  tne  :moitey  had  been 

lifiied  and  diiburfed  for  feciet  fen'iccs:  and  that  a 

diilin6i  and  particular  account  of  the  difiributibti  of 

it  could  not  oe  given  without  a  manifeft  prejudice  to 

thc)  Aublick.     A  bill  was  prepared  fbr  the  iiiore 

efieiSbbal  preventing  faribecy  and  corruption  inelec-* 

tions  for  members  of  Parliament ;   and  it  inrfibd 

throufih  the  Houfe  without  oppofition:  but  their 

atlknti^R  wa«  chiefly  employed  upon  the  Spaaiiih'de^ 

^redations,  which  had  nufed  a  great  olanioor  through 

the  wbek  kingdom,  and>excited  very  warm  disputes 

in  FMMttfnt)  for  they  were  generally  disputed  the 

^It  aitfrwards  appeared  that  fonoe  of  the  members  of  tki»  In<}iieft 
•do«lt4'  by  other  morhrei  than  thofe  thejr  proffi&d  f  and  tlt^ 
1^  fiiStrtd  19  fiifk  iQW  oblivioo.         u 

.  fijiits 


frtjits  of  nfegHgttice,  :iftcapatityvor  wint  of^grtiHrffeROLa^Jf 
the  fntdifiersic  .The  Gbmnunii  faaring  made*  foftlicrD  J[^ 
pi^^refinm  tfccanquiiy,-  «nd  received  •frcA^etdiofis'r*^iJ^?f*' 
froxtr  the  mensfaams,  pafledfomerefoludons^anwhtehfii 
the  Spaniards  wel-e.  accufed  of  having  vibhrtcd-rthadf 
trcatfes'i'xibfiflSng'  between,  thc+wo  Crowm";-  arid  with 
halving!  ireatJbd  idhnmanly  the  maftersand  crewgrof-i 
fhtp»ibek)nging*to:Gi]car-r'Britain.    They  juftificd  the^r 
inikit<%oits  giyen*  to  Admiral  Hofier,  tcrfci^e^  and* 
dcgtaiinithe  <bta  and  .galleojis'  of  Spain^  until  j)lftice^ 
and'J(adsfa6tioci  fliould  be  rendered  to  his  Majefty 
ahdrhis  Aljies*  nay,  even-declared  thatfuch-fcizttrc/ 
tvonld'.have  bcmrjuil,  prudent,  and  neceflary,  tend-' 
ing.  to  prevent  an  open  rupture,  and  to  preferve  the. 
pcaccr  and  tranquillity  of  Europe.     They  again  adr 
dreiied  the: Xing  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  procure 
fatis&dhon ;  and  he  promifed  to  comply  with  thdr 
rerjoeft.  •       ■ 

§TjJCIH.:Mr*.S<^roope,  member  for  Briftoli  moved- 
foe  jw  atWrefis  intreating  his  Majefty  to  order,  an -ac-- 
CQOiQtvof  die-produce  of  the  civil  Jid  revenues,  for. 
oiie  year  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  rTheacJdrefs 
wafi  piiefentcd,  the  account  produced,  and  the  Houfe- 
ia  1*  grarid  dommittee,  took  this  affair  into  ,coniider-     s 
ationwi  ;The  Courtiers  affirmed  that  they  fell  fhort^ 
of  the -eight  himdred  thoufand  pounda  fettled  upon 
his*  Majcfty  r-and  Mr.  Scroope  propofed  .that  the. 
fiim-  of  on©-  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds- 
IhouW  be  granted  to  the  King,  on  account  of  thotir! 
deficiencies  and  arrears.     T«be  uwtion  was.  vjgoroiifly  • 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Piikeney  and  other  members.-  They  : 
cxpccll^  their  furprize  that  it  ihould  be-madcJb^'i 
late-in.the  feliion,  when  no  further  domarli  oftwon^^s 
couW  be  aofonably  expected ;  jmd  they.faid:it.wll»2 
the  more  extraordinary,  bccaufe  itapj)eitfed^iferthc> 
former  tfeifion,  fi?om  the  examina^on  of  tho.ni6(feiftt&; 
then  before   the  Houfe,  that  the  revenues  c^f  tlje 
civil-lift  jproduced  yearly  a  mucli  greater  'fur?^>A^*jO«r 
that   for  which   they  were   given.  ^ Mr.^Fulrtitef* 

VOL.  \u  I  \  moved 


482  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND 

BOO  K  moved  that  the  accounts  and  papers  ihould  be  re- 

^JJ^;"    feii^d  tbthe  examination  of  a  fele6l  committee, 

sjTiS.-.pfop^ly  empowered  to  inveftigate  the  truth.  ^  The 

•^-Vi  nimifters  (^pofed   this   motion;    and  the'queftion 

being  put,  it  pafled  in  the  negative.    Tlie  nja^ority 

vWed  the  fam  demanded ;  and  in  a  bill  for  fettling 

the  price  of  imported  corn,  they  infertcd  the  refo- 

lution  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  fum  of  one 

hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  oft  account  of 

arrears  due  on  the  civil-lift  revenues. 

§  XIV.  Thp  Houfe  of  Lords  having  prepared  a 
bill  for  the  more  efFedlual  punifhment  of  forgery, 
which  was  pafled  into  a  law,  and  ordered  the  Judges 
to  bring  in  another  on  the  report  of  a  committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  cafe  of  imprifoned  debtors, 
at  length  deliberated  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
particularly  the  pofitive  demand  made  by  the  Court 
of  Spain  for  the  reftitution  of  Gibraltar,  grounded 
in  a  letter  written  by  the  late  King  to  his  CathoHck 
Majefty.  From  a  copy  of  the  letter  laid  before  the 
KFoufe,  it  plainly  appeared  that  King  George  I.  had 
J  confented  to  thiy  reftitution.  A  motion  being  made 
for  a  refolution,  importing,  that  for  the  honour  of 
his  Majefty,  and  the  prefcrvation  and  fecurity  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  kingdono,  effec\ual  care 
fhould  be  taken  in  the  prefent  treaty  that  the  King 
rf  Spain  fhould  renounce  all  claim  and  prctenfion  to 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  in  plain  and  ftrong  terms : 
a  debate  enfued,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  palled 
in- the  negative,  tiiough  not  without  a  prate  ft.  Then 
the  majority  rcfolved,  that  the  Houle  did  intirely 
rely  upon  his  Majefty,  that  he  would,  for  maintain- 
ing the  honour  and  fecuring  the  trade  of  this  king- 
dom, take  efFeclual  care  in  the  prefent  treat)-  to  pre- 
ferve  his  undoubted  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca. 
When  the  Houfe  examined  the  papers  relating  to 
thc^  Spanifti  depredations,  many  fevere  reflexions 
were  uttered  againft  the  conduct  of  the  miniftry ; 
and  a  motion  was  made,  to  refolve  that  Hofiefs  ex- 
pedition 
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pedition  was  an  unreafonablc  burthen  on  the  nation :  c  hap. 
but  this  top  was  rejeded,  and  occa^oncd  ^^othcr^}^\^ 
proteil,  .  Nor  did  the  claufe  in  the  corn-bill,  for  ^^i%^ 
granting  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thouCand.  pounds 
to  his  Majefty,  pafs  through  the  Houfe  of  Peers  with- 
out warm  oppofition.  Divers  Lords  alledged,  that, 
inftead  of  a  deficiency  in  the  civil-lift  revenues,  there 
was  a  confiderable  furplus  :  that  this  was  a  new  grant, 
and  a  new  burthen  on  the  people  :  that  the  nation 
was  loaded, ,  not  to  complete,  but  to  augment  the 
fum  defigncd  for  the  civil-lift ;  and  this  at  a  time 
when  the  publick  debts  were  increafed ;  when  the 
taxes  were  heavily  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  country ; 
when  the  foreign  trade  of  Britain  was  incumbered 
and  diminiflied;  when  her  manufaAures  Wiere  de- 
cayed, her  poor  multiplied,  and  fhe  was  furrounded - 
by  many  other  national  calamities.  They  obferved, 
that  if  the  produce  of  the  civil-lift  revenlie  fhould 
not  amount  to  the  yearly  fum  of  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  the  deficiency  muft  be  made  good  to 
his  Majefty  by  the  publick;  whereas  no  provifion 
was  made,  by  which,  if  the  produce  of  thefe  revenues  > 
ihould  exeed'that  fum,  the  furplus  could  accrue 
to  the  benefit  of  the  publick ;  that,  by  this  prece- 
dent, not  only  real  deficiencies  were  to  be  made 
good,  but  alfo  fupplies  were  to  be  given  for  arrears 
ftanding  out  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  fhould 
come  on  before  the  fupplies  could  be  granted, 
though  the  fupply  given  to  make  good  arrears  in 
one  year  would  certainly  increafe  the  furplufages  in 
another :  that  the  revenues  of  the  civil- lift  were 
variable  in  their  own  nature  :  and  even  when  there  is 
a  deficiency  in  the  produce,  there  might  be'  arrears 
in  the  receipt :  thefe  might  be  eafily  increafed  by  * 
the  management  of  defigning  minifters,  by  private 
direftions  to  receivers,  and  by  artful  methods  of 
flaiing  accounts.  All  thefe  arguments,  and  othet 
objeftions  equally  ftrong  and  plaufible,  againft  this' 
unconfcionable  and  unparliamentary  motion,  ferved 
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BOOKonly  to  evince  the  triumph  of  the  miniftry  over 
^^-      fhame  and  fentiment,    their  contempt  of  publick 

An.  17Z9.  fpiJ"i^  arid  their  defiance  of  the  national  reproach.* 
§  XV.  The  King  had,  on  the .  twenty-fourth  day 
of  March,  given  the  Royal  aflent  to  five  bills  ;  "an^ 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  the  fame  fan6tion 
was  given  to  thirty  other  bills,  including  an  a<5l, 
cnabUng  the  Queen  to  be  Regent  in  the  kingdom 
during  his  Majefiy's  abfence,  without  taking  the 
oaths :  and  another  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors. 
At  the  fame  time  two-and- thirty  private  bills  were 
paflled  :  then  the  King  expreffed  his  approbation 
of  the  Parliament,  fignified  his  intention  to  vilit  his 
German  dominions,  and  ordered  the  Chancellor  to 
prorogue  both  Houfes.     His  Majefly  having  ap- 

fiointed  the  Queen  Regent  of  the  Realm,  fet  out  for 
lanover  on  the  feventeehth  day  of  May,  in  order 
to  remove  a  petty  mifunderftanding  which  had  hap- 
pened between  that  Eledorate  jyid  the  Court  of  Ber- 
lin. Some  Hanoverian  fubje6ls  had  been  prefftd  or 
decoyed  into  the  fervice  of  Pruflia ;  and  the  regents 
of  Hanover  had  feized  certain  Pruffian  oflficers,  by 
^  way  of  reprifal.  The  whole  united  kingdom  of 
Great-Britain  at  this  jundlure  enjoyed  uninterrupted 
.  repofe  ;  and  commerce  continued  to  increafe,  in  fpite 
of  all  rcftriclion  and  difcouragement*  TJie  people 
of  Ireland  found  tliemfelves  happy  under  the  go- 
vernment of  Lord  Carteret ;  and  their  Parliament, 
aflembling  in  the  month  of  September^  approved 
themfelves  the  fathers  of  their  countr}\  They  efta- 
lilifhed  funds  for  the  difcharge  of  theit  national 
debt,  and  for  maintaining  the  jexpencc  of  govern- 
ment :  they  enailcj^^holefome  laws  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  manufactures,  trade,  and  agriculture ; 
and  they  formed  wife  regulations  in  different  branches 


*  ThePfers  that  diftlnginfheJ'themftlves  in  the  oppofiHcn 
Btatifprt,  Scrafford» 'Craven,  Foley,  Litcliheld,  i Scarfdale,  Oower, 
Moumjoy,  Plymouih,  Bathurft,  Norihanipion,  Coventry,  Oxford, 
and  MiMtimer,  Wiilougbby  de  iiokc,  Boyle,  and  Warrlngroii, 
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of  civil  oeconomy.     Some  time   after  this  feflion,  chap. 
which  was  condu6led  with  fo  rtiuch  harmony  and    ^  ^^'* 
patriotifin.  Lord  Carteret  returned  to  England  i  and'^'^^Tj^^T^ 
was  fuccceded  by  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  in  the  govern- 
ment of  that  kingdom.     In  the  month  of  May, 
Charles  Lord  Townfend  refigned  the  Seals,  which 
were  given  to  Colonel  Stanhope,  now  created  Earl 
of  Harrington ;  fo  that  Sir  R.  .W.  now  reigned  with- 
out a  rival,  James  Earl  of  Waldergrave  was  appointed   ' 
Ambaflador  to  the  Court  of  France,  which,  about 
that  time^  was  filled  with  joy  by  the  bitth  of  a 
Dauphin. 

§  XVL  In  the  month  of  September,  Viclor  Ama- 
deus.  King  of  Sardinia,  refigned  his  crown  to  his 
fon  Charles  Emanuel,  Prince  of  Piedmont.  The 
father  referved  to  himfelf  a  revenue  of  one  hundred- 
thoufand  piftoles  per  annum,  retired  to  the  caftle  of  • 
Chamberry,  and  efpoufed  the  Countefs  Dowager  of 
St.  Sebaflian,  who  declined  the  title  of  Queen,  but. 
aflum'ed  that  of  Marchionefs  of  Somerive.  Though 
the  congrcfs  at  Soiflbns  proved  abortive,  conferences 
were  begun  at  Seville,,  between  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  England,  France,  and  Spain  ;  and  a  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  not  only 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Emperor,  but  even 
contrary  to  his  right,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  quadruple 
alliance.  On  this  fubjedt  he  communicated  an  Im- 
perial conuniflbrial  decree  to  the  States  of  the  Em- 
pire aflembled  in  the  diet  at  Ratiibon,  which  was' 
anfwered  by  the  French  minifter  de  Chavigny.  In 
O6lober,  Peter  II.  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  and  grandfon- 
of  Peter  L  died  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  at 
Mqfcaw,  and  was  fucceeded  on  the  Ruffian  throne 
by  the  Pjincefs  Anne  Ivanowna,  fecond  daughter  of 
John  Alexowitz,  elder  brother  of  the  firft  Peter,  and 
widow  of  iFVedcrick  William  Duke  of  Courland. 
The  following  month  was  renderered  remarkable  by 
the  death  of  Pope  Benedidl  XIII.  in  whofc  room 

Cardinal' 
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^  o  o  K  Cardinal  Laurence  Corfini  was  raifed  to  the  pontifi- 
i^-     Cate,  and  ailumcd  the  name  of  Clement  XII. 

^'^^^^  §  XVir.  The  Britifli  Parliament  aflemWing  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  the  King  gave  them 
to  underftaad^  that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  now 
cftabliftied  by  the  treaty  of  Seville,  built  upon  i-he 
foundation  of  former  treaties,  and  tending  to  ren- 
der more  effedlual  what  the  contra6ling  powers  in 
the  quadruple  alliance  were  before  engaged  to  fee 
performed.  He  aflured  them,  that  all  former  con- 
ventions made  with  Spain  in  fiivour  of  the  Biitiih 
trade  and  navigation  were  renewed  and  confirmed : 
that  the  free,  uninterrupted  exercife  of  their  com* 
Aierce  was  reftored :  that  the  Court  o(  Spam  had 
agreed  to  an  ample  reftitution  and  reparation  for 
unlawful  feizures  and  depredations  :  that  all  rights, 
privileges,  and  poileilions,  belonging  to  him  and  his 
^lies,  were  folemnly  re-eftabliihed,  confirmed^  and 
guaranteed  ;  and  that  not  one  conceflion  was  made 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  fubje<fts/  He  told  them  he 
had  given  orders  for  reducing  a  great  number  of  his 
laod-forces,  and  for  laying  up  great  part  of  the  fleet; 
2^nd  obferved  that  there  would  be  a  confiderable 
fating  in  the  expence  of  the  current  year-  After 
both  Houfes  had  prefented  their  addrefies  of  thanks 
2^nd  congratulation  to  the  King  on  the  peace  of 
Seville^  the  Lords  took  that  treaty  into  coniidera- 
tion,  and  it  did  not  pafs  inquiry  without  fevoe 
apimadveriion. 

f^  XVIII.  The  Lords  in  the  oppolitioa  excepted 
to  the  article  by  which  the  merchants  of  Great- 
Britain  were  obliged  to  make  proof  of  their  loiles 
at  the.  Court  of  Spaim  Theyfaid  this  flipuktion 
was  a  hardihip  upon  Britifh  fubje^ts,  and  dif- 
honourable  to  the  nation :  that  few  would  care  to 
undertake  fuch  a  troublefome  and  expenfive  jdumcy, 
efpecially  as  they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  their 
claims  would  be  counterbalanced  by  tne- Spaniards; 
and,  aftei*  all,  they  would  have  no  mote  than  the 
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flender  comfort  of  hoping  to  obtain  that  redrefa  by  c  H  ap. 
Commiflflries  which  they  had  not  been  able  to  fMt>-  ^v- 
cure  by  Plenipotentiaries.  They  thought  it  very^*'*'^^^^ 
extraoidinary^  that  Great-Britain  (hould  be  b<iund 
to  ratify  and  guaarantee  whatever  agreement  ihoold 
be  made  between  the  King  of  Spsan  and  the  Duke 
of  Parma  and  Tufcaoy,  concerning  the  garrifons 
once  eftablifhed  intfaeir  countries:  that  the  JSn^iih 
ihouid  be.t>bliged  to  affift  in  effed^iiating  the  intto*- 
du^on  of  fix  thouiand  Spaniih  troops  into  the  towns 
of  Tufcany  and  Parma,  without  any  fpecifkation  of 
the  methods  to  be  taken,  or  the  charge  to  b&  in- 
curred in  giving  that  aiMance:  that  they  ihouid 
guarantee  for  ever,  not  only  to  Don  Carlos,  but 
even  to  all  his  fucceflbrs,  die  poileifion  of  the  dtalies 
of  Tufcany  and  Parma ;  a  itipulatioa  which  in  all 
probability  would  involve  Great-Britain  in  endlefs 
quarrels  and  difputes,  about  a  country  wkh  which  , 
they  had  no  concern.  They  affirmed  that  the  treaty  . 
of  Seville,  inftead  of  confirming  other  treaties,  was 
contradidory  to  the  quadruple  alliance,  particularly 
in  the  article  of  introducing  Spaniih  troops  into 
Tufcany  and  Parma,  in  the  room  of  neutral  forces 
ftipulated  by  the  former  alliance  ;  arri  agreeing  that 
they  (hould  there  remain  until  Don  Carlos  and  his 
fucceiibrs  Ihouid  be  fecure  and  exempt  from  all 
event$.  They  complained  that  thefe  alterations, 
fixHU  the  tenor  of  the  quadruple  alliance,  were  made 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Emperor,  and  even 
without  inviting  him  to  accede ;  an  afront  which 
might  alienate  his  friend(hip  foom  England,  and 
hazard  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  ancient,  powerful,  and 
faithful  ally  :  they  declared  that  throughout  the 
whole  treaty  there  feemed  to  be  an  art^  oniifiton 
of  any  exprefs  llipulation,  to  fecure  Great-BriiaEn 
in  her  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  Such  was 
the  fubftance  of  tiie  objections  made  to  the  peace  :  . 
then  Lord  Bathurft  moved  for  a  refolutioni,  that  the 
agreement  on  the  treaty  of  Seville,  to  -feture  the 
6  fucceffion 
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BO  oicfacccflion  of  Don  Cados  to  tbfe  duchies  of  Tufcany, 
^^*      Barma,  and  Placentia,  with  SpamOr  tikiops,  was    a 

^■"^JJ^T^^noaajfeft  violation  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  quadruple 
aliiance^  tending  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  dan- 
gerou3  ^nd  expenfive  war,  md  to  deftroy  the  balance 
of  power  in  Ewope.  .  Tlae  queftion  was  put,  and  the 
motipa  rejeifted.  Such  too  was  the  fete  of  two /Other 
motions,  to  refolve  that  great-Britain's  right-  of  fb- 
vcreignty,  dpminion,  poflcffion,  and  claim  to.  Gibral- 
tar and  Minorca,  were  not  afcertained  by  the  treaty 
'  of  Seville :  and  that  the  ftipulations  in  that  treaty 
for  repairing  the  lofles  of  the  Britifh  merchants  were 
.  infuificient  and  precarious*  The  majority,  fer  from 
ftigmatifing  this  tranfadlion,  refolved,  that  the  treaty 
did  contain  all  neceflary  ilipulalions  for  maintaining 
and  fecuring  the  honour,  .dignity,  rights,  and.  pof- 
feffions  of  the  Crown:  that  all  due  care  was  taken 
therein  for  the  fupport  of  the  trade  of  the  .kingdom, 
and  for  repairing  the  loflea  fuftained  by  the  Britilh 
merchants.  On  thefe  refolurions  an  addrefs  of  ap- 
probation was  founded :  but  when  a  motion  was 
made  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majcfty,  that  he  would 
order  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  all  pen- 
fions  payable  to  the  Crown,  it  was  immediately  re- 
folved in  the  negative.  Divers  contefts  of  the  fame 
kind  arole  upon  the  mutiny-bill,  the  penfion-bill, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  twelve  thouiand  Hef- 
fians;  but  the  miniftry  bore  down  all  oppofition, 
though  their  triumphs  were  clogged  with  vigorous 
protefts,  which  did  not  fail  to  make.impreffion.upon 
the  body  of  the  people. 

§  XIX.  Kor  was  the  fuccefs  of  tlie  Coiirt  intereft 
in  the  Houfe  of  Comqions  altogether  pure,  and  free 
from  exception  and  difpute.  When  the  charge  of 
the  land-forces  fell  under  the  coniidetation  of  the 
Copimons,  ?ind  Mr.  Henry*  Pelham,  fecretary  at 
u-ar,  moved  that  the  number  of  effedtive  men  for 
the  land-fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  fhould  be  fixed 
at  feveateen  thoufand  i^ycn  hundred  and  nine,  Mr. 

Pulteney 
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Pultcney  infifted  upon  its  being  rediaoed  to  twrivec  hap. 
thouiand.    Mr.  Shippen  affinned,  that  Mr.  PeUtamls      '^- 
motion  ^w^s  a  fiat  negative  to  the  addreis  for.  whisk     j^^, 
he  voted  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion^  as  it  plainly 
iniplied  a  diftraft  of  the  validity  of  the  late  twaty^ , 
which  he  then  aiTured  the  Hoofe  would  immediately 
prodoce.all  the  bleffings  of  an  abfolute  peaces  and 
deliver  the  kingdom  from  the  apprehenfions-  and  ; 
inconveniences    of  a  war.      He    iaid    the    motion 
tended  directly  towards  the  eftabiiihment  of  aa -ar- 
my in  Great-Britain,  whicli  he  hoped  would  never . 
he  fo  far  Germanized,  as  tamely  to  fubmit  to  a. mi- 
litary government.     He  obfervcd   that   the  nation 
could  have  no  occafion  for  all  the  troops  that  were 
demanded,  confideiing  the  glorious  fcene  of  affairs 
which  was  now  opened  to  all  Europe.     "  They  are 
'^ >.not  neceflary  (Ikid  he)  to  awe  Spain  into  a  firm- 
*^  adhereitce  to  its  own  treaty ;  they  are  not  necef- 
*'  iary  to  force  the  Emperor    into  an  immediate 
*^  acceffion,  nor  aie  they  in  any  fort  neceflary  for- 
^*  the  lafety  of  his  Majefty's  perfon  and   govern- 
^^  ment.     Force    and  violence    are    the    refort    of 
**  udurpers  and  tyrants  only ;  becaufe  they  are,  with 
"  good  reafon,  diftruftful  of  the  people  whom  they 
'*  opprefs  ;  and  becaufe  they  have  no  other,  fecurity . 
^*  for  the  continuance  of  their  unlawful  and  unna-  • 
^^  total  dominion,  than  what  depends  entirely  on  tlie 
'*  Arength  of  their  armies."     Th«  motion,  however, 
'was  parried  in  "fche  affirmative.  .       * 

.  ^  XX.  Another  warm  debate  was  excited  by  a 
Bill  which  the  Courtiers  brought  in^  to  prevent  any ' 
"fabjeds  of  Great-Britain  from  advancing  fums  of 
money  to  foreign  Princes  or  States,  without  having 
obtained  licence  from  his  Majefty,  under  his  privy-* 
ical,  or  fome  great  authority.  .The  minifter  pre- 
tended that  this  law  was  propofed  to  difable  the 
Emperor,  who  wanted  to  borrow  a  great  fum  of* 
'  the  Englifh  merchants,  from  raifing  and  maintaining 
troops  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.    The 

bill 
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BO  OK  bill  contained  a  claufe,  empowering  the  King  to 
^''  prohibit  by  proclamation  all  fuch  loans  of  meiiey, 
J7M.  jewels,  or  bullion:  the  Attomcy-general  was  cm- 
powered  to  compel,  by  Englifh  bill,  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  the  efFe6hial  difcovery,  on  oath,  of 
any  fuch  loans ;  and  it  was  ena6led,  that  in  default 
of  an  anfwer  to  any  fuch  bill  the  court  fhould  decree 
a  limited  fum  againft  the  perfon  refuting  to  anfwer. 
Mr.  Daniel  Pulteney,  a  gentleman  of  uncommon 
talents  and  ability,  and  particularly  acquainted  with 
crery  branch  of  commerce,  argued  ftrenuoufly  againft 
this  bill,  as  a  reftraint  upon  trade  that  would  render  * 
Holland  the  market  of  Europe,  and  the  mart  of 
moi^ey  to  the  nations  of  the  continent.  He  faid 
that  by  this  general  prohibition,  extending  to  all 
princes,  ftates,  or  potentates,  the  Englifh  were 
totally  difabled  from  affifting  their  bcft  allies :  that 
among  others  the  King^  of  Portugal  frequently  bor- 
rowed money  of  the  Englifli  merchants  refiding 
within  his  dominions ;  that  while  the  liceniing  power 
remained  in  the  Crown,  the  licenfes  would  be  ifiiied 
through  the  hands  of  the  minifter,  who  by  this  new 
trade  might  gain  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  thoufimd 
a-ycar :  that  the  bill  would  render  the  Exchequer  a 
court  of  inquilition  :  and  that  whilft  it  retrained  our 
merchants  from  affifting  the  princes  and  powers  of 
Europe,  it  permitted  our  ftock-jobbers  to  trade  in 
their  funds  without  interruption.  Other  arguments 
of  equal  weight  were  enforced  by  Mr.  Barnard,  a 
merchant  of  London,  who  perfetSUy  undeiftood 
trade  in  all  its  branches,  fpoke  with  judgment  and 
preciiion,  and  upon  all  occalions  fteadily  adhered  to 
the  intereft  and  liberties  of  his  country.  After  hav- 
ing explained  his  reafons,  he  decided  he  ihould 
never  confent  to  a  bill  which  he  deemed  a  vi<dation 
of  our  fundamental  laws,  a  breach  of  our  deaieft  li- 
berties, and  a  very  terrible  hardihip  on  mankind. 
Sir  William  Wyndham  diftinguiihed  himfelf  on  the 
fame  iide  of  the  queilion :  the  bill  was  vindicated 

by 
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by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Sir  Philip  C  HAP. 
Yorke,  attorney-general ;   and  being  fupportcd  ^J^J^^L. 
the  whole  weight  of  minifterial  influence,  not  only    ,ya^ 
paflcd  through  the  Houfc,  but  was  afterwards  enaiSled 
into  a  law. 

^  XXI.  The  fubfidies  were  Continued  to  the 
Landgrave  of  Hcflc-Caflel  and  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick-Wolfenbuttle,  in  fpitp  of  all  that  could  be 
iirged  againft  thefe  extraneous  incumbrances;  and 
the  fupply  for  the  enfuing  year  was  granted  accord- 
ing to  the  elKmates  which  the  miniftry  thought  pro- 
per to  produce,  amounting  to  about  two  millions 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds.  It  mufl: 
be  owned,  however,  for  the  credit  of  the  feffion, 
that  the  Houfe  appropriated  one  million  of  the  fur- 
plufles  arifing  from  the  finking  fund  towards  the  ' 
difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  and  by  another  a6l 
extinguiihed  the  duties  upon  fait,  by  which  expe- 
dient the  fubjedl  was  eafed  of  a  heavy  burthen,  not 
only  in  being  freed  from  the  duty,  but  alfo  from  a 
confidcrable  charge  of  falaries  given  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  officers  employed  to  coUeft  this  impofition. 
They  likewife  encouraged  the  colony  of  Carolina 
with  an  ad,  allowing  the  planters  and  traders  of 
that  province  to  export  rice  direftly  to  any  part 
of  Europe  Touthward  of  Cape  Finiftcrre ;  and  they 
permitted  fait  from  Eiu^ope  to  be  imported  into  the 
colony  of  Ne\^-York.  The  term  of  the  exclufive 
trade  granted  by  a6l  of  Parliament  to  the  Eaft-India 
company  drawing  towards  a  period,  many  confider- 
able  merchants  and  others  made  application  for 
being  incorporated  and  veiled  with  the  privilege  of 
trading  to  thofe  countries,  propofing  to  lay  that 
branch  of  trade  open  to  all  the  fubje6ls  of  Great- 
Britain,  on  certain  conditions.  •  In  coniideration  of  , 
an  a6l  of  Parliament  for  this  purpofe,  they  offered 
to  advance  three  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  for  redeeming  the  fund  and  trade  of  the 
^prcfent  Eafl-India  company.     This   propofal   was 
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BOO  K  rejected  :  and  the  exclulive  privilege  veiled  in  the 
^^'  compauy  was,  by  aft  of  Parliament,  protrafted  to 
jy-j^  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-fix, 
upon  the  following  conditions :  That  they  fhould 
pay  into  the  Exchequer  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
thouiand  pounds  towards  the  fupplies  of  the  year, 
without  intereft  or  addition  to  their .  capital  ftock : 
That  the  annuity  or  yearly  fund  of  one  hundred  and 
(ixty  thoufand  pounds,  payable  to  them  from  the 
publick,  fhould  be  reduced  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thoufand:  That  after  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty~fix,  their  right  to 
.  the  exclufive  trade  (hould  be  liable  to  be  taken  away 
by  Parliament,  on  three  years'  notice,  and  re-pay- 
ment of  their  capital.   . 

An.  1750.  §  XXII.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  the  King 
went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  clofed  the  feilion, 
In  his  fpeeech  he  expreiled  his  joy,  that  notwith- 
{landing  all  the  clartiours  which  were  raifed,  the- 
Parhament  had  approved  of  thofe  matters  which, 
Jie  faid,  could  not  fail  to  infpire  all  mankind  with 
ajull  deteftation  of  thofe  incendiaries,  who,  by  fcan- 
dalous  libels,  laboufed  to  alienate  thofe  affections  of 
his  people  ;  to  fill  their  minds  with  groundlefs  jea- 
loulies  and  unjuft  complaints,  in  dilhonour  of  him 
and  his  government,  and  in  defiance  of  the  fenfc  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament.*  The  Emperor  was 
fo  much  incenfed  at  the  infult  offered  him  in  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  with  refpeft  to  the  garrifons  of. 
Tufcany  and  Parma,  that  he  prohibited  the  fubjeds 

*  In  the  courfe  of  the  fefTioB  the  Commons  paflTed  a  bill  for  iuak« 
ing  more  cffef^ual  the  laws  in  being,  for  difahling  pcrfont  from  being 
chofen  members  of  Parliament  who  enjoyed  any  penfion  during  pies « 
Aire,  or  for  any  number  of  years,  or  any  ofnces  holdcn  in  triift  for 
them,  by  obliging  all  pcrfons  hereafter  robe  chofen  to  ferre  for  the 
4  Commons  in  Parliament,  to  take  the  oath  therein  mentioned.  In  all 
probability  this  bill  would  not  bave.nVade  its  way  through  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  had  not  the  minifler  been  well  afluied  it  would  Aick 
with  the  Upper  Houfe,  where  it  was  rejected  at  the  fceond  reading, 
though  npt  without  violent  oppofitiont 
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6f  Grcat^-Britaih  from  trading  in  his  dominions :  he  c  H  A  P. 
began  to  make  preparations  for  war,  and  actually  ^}^^- 
detached  bodies  of  troops  to  Italy  ,with  fuch  dif-    ,730. 
patch  as  had  been  very  feldom  exerted  by  the  Houfe 
of  Aiiftria.     Yet  the  article  of  which  he  complained 
was  not  fo  much  a  real  injury  as  an  affront  put 
upon  the   head  of  the  Empire;  for  eventual  luc- 
ceffion  to  thofe  Italian  duchies  had  been  fecured  to 
flie  Infant,  Don  Carlos,  by  the  quadruple  alliance ; 
and  all  that  the  Emperor  required,  was,  that  this 
Prince  fhould  receive  the  inveftiture  of  them  as  fiefs 
of  the  Empire. 

^^XIII.  In  Great-Britian,  this  year  was  not 
diftinguifhed  by  any  tranfadtion  of  great  hioment. 
Seven  chiefs,  of  the  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians  in 
America  were  brought  to  England  by  Sir  Alexander  * 
Cumin.  Being  introduced  to  the  King,  they  laid 
their  crown  and  regalia  at  his  feet ;  and  by  an  au- 
thentick  deed  acknowledged  themfelves  fubjefls  to 
his  dominion,  in  the  name  of  all  their  compatriots, 
who  had  veiled  them  with  full  powers  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  They  were  amazed  and  confounded  at  the 
riches  and  magnificence  of  the  Britifh  Court :  they 
compared  the  King  and  Queen  to  the  fun  and  moon, 
the  Princes  to  the  ftars  of  heaven,  and  themfelves 
to  nothing.  They  gave  their  aficnt  in  the  mofi: 
folenin  manner  to  articles  of  friendftiip  and  com- 
merce, propofed  by  the  lords  commiffioners  for 
trade  and  plantations ;  and  being  loaded  with  pre- 
frnts  of  necellaries,  arms,  and  ammunition,  were 
re-conveyed  to  their  own  country,  which  borders  on 
the  province  of  South-Carolina.  In  the  month  of 
September  a  furprifing  revolution  was  efte6ted  at 
Conftantinople,  without  bloodlhed  or  confufion. 
A  few  mean  Janiliaries  difplayed  a  flag  in  the  ftreets, 
exclaiming  that  all  true  Mulfulmen  ought  to  follow 
them,  and  affift  in  reforming  the  government. 
They  foon  increafed  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
th^ufand,  marched  to  the  Seraglio,  and  demanded 
5  the 
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BO  OK  the  Grsmd  Vizir^  the  Kiaja,  and  Captain  •  Pacha. 
J^i*^  Thefe  unhappy  minifters  were  immediately  ftrang- 
''led.  Their  bodies  being  delivered  to  the  infurgents, 
were  dragged  through  the  ftreets;  and  afterwards 
thrown  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured.  Not  contented 
with  this  facrifice,  the  revolters  depofed  the  Grand 
Signor  Achmet,  who  was  confined  to  the  fame  prir 
fpn  from  whence  they  brought  his  nephew  Machmut, 
and  raifed  this  laft  to  the  throne,  after  he  had  lived 
feven-and-twenty  years  in  confinement. 

§  XXIV.  England  was  at  this  period  infefted  with 
robbers,  aflaffins,  and  incendiaries,  the  natural  con- 
fequences  of  degeneracy,  corruption,  and  the  want 
of  police  in  the  interior  government  of  the  kingdom. 
This  defc6l^  in  a  great  meafure,  arofe  from  an 
abfurd  notion,,  that  laws  neceffary  to  prevent  thofc 
a<5ls  of  cruelty,  violence  and  rapine,  would  be  in- 
compatibk  with  the  liberty  of  the  Britifh  fubje6ls:  a 
notion  that  confounds  all  diftindlions  between  liberty 
and  brutal  licentioufneCs,  as  if  that  freedom  was 
deiirable,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  people  find  no 
fecurity  for  their  lives  or  effects.  The  peculiar  de- 
pravity of  the  times  was  vifible  even  in  the  conduA 
of  thofe  who  preyed  upon  the  commpnwealth. 
Thieves  and  robbers  were  now  become  more  defpe- 
rate  and  favage  than  ever  they  had  appeared  fince 
mankind  was  civilized.  In  the  exercife  of  their 
rapine,  they  wounded,  maimed,  and  even  mur- 
dered the  unhappy  fufterers,  through  a  wantonnefs 
of  barbarity.  They  circulated  letters,  demanding  fums 
of  money  from  certain  individuals,  on  pain  of  re- 
ducing their  Houfes  to  aihes,  and  their  families  to 
ruin ;  and  even  fet  fire  to  the  houfe  of  a  rich  mer- 
chant in  Briftol,  who  had  refufed  to  comply  with  .their 
demand.  The  fame  fpecjes  of  villany  was  pradifcd 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  fo  that  the  go- 
vernment was  obliged  to  interpofe,  and  offer  a  con- 
fiderable  reward  for  difcovering  the  ruffians  con- 
cerned in  fu^h  execrable  defigns. 

^  XXV. 


§XXV.    In  the'fpeech  with  which  the  KingCHAP. 

opened  the  fcffion  of  Parliament  on  the  t;^xntynfirfl;  }^* 
day  of  January,  he  told  them,  that  the  prefent  cri^^^^^J^jo^' 
tical  conjun6ture  feemed  in  a'  very  particular  manner 
tp  deferve  their  attention;  that  as  the  tranfacfions, 
then  depending  in  the  feyeral  courts  of  Europe  were 
upon  the  point  of  being  determined,  the  great  event 
of  peace  or  war  might  be  very  much  affc6led  by 
their  firft  refolutions,  which  were  expeAed  by  dif- 
ferent powers  with  great  impatience.  He  faid,  the 
CQuiinuance  of  that  zeal  and  vigour  with  which  they 
had  hitherto  fupported  him  and  his  engagements 
muft  at  this  time  be  of  the  greateft  weight  and  im- 
portance both  with  regard  to  his  allies,  and  to 
thofe  who  niight  be  difpofed,  before  the  feafon  of 
action,  to  prevent,  by  an  accommodation,  the  fiital 
confequences  of ,  a  general  rupture.  The  former 
fcene  was  repeated.  BothHoufes  in  their  addrefles, 
promifed  to  fupport  his  Majefty,  in  all  his  engage- 
ments :  yet  the  members  in  thd  oppolition  demon- 
ftrated  the  abfurdity  of  promifing  to  fulfil  engage- 
ments,  before  they  could  poffibly  know  whether  or 
not  they  were  for  the  fervice  of  Great* Britain. 
Another  bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, to  prevent  penfioners  from  fitting  as  members 
of  Parliament :  and  after  a  third  reading,  carried 
up  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  When  the 
fupply  fell  under  confidcration,  the  debates  were 
renewed  upon  the  fubfidies  to  the  Landgrave  of 
Helie-Caflcl  and  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttle,  which, 
however,  were  continued;  and  every  article  was 
granted  according  to  the  eflimates  given  in  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  enfuing  year.  Two  petitions  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Commons,  reprefenting  the  delays  of  juf- 
tice,  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue  in  pro- 
ceedings at  law,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for'changing  this 
pradlice,  and  enacting,  that  all  thofe  procefles  and 
pleadings  fhould  be  entered  in  the  Englilh  language. 
Though  one  would  imagine  that  very  litde  could  be 
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B  o  q  kafljvahced  ag^ft  fucll  a  regulation,.. the  bill  mef 
^^^v.with  waftn  oppofition,  6n  pretence  that  it  t»ould 
fender  ufelei'S  me  ancient  records  which  ^eiv  written 
in  that  lahguige^  and  introduce  cdnfUilon  and  dthy 
of  Juftice,  -by  altering  the  eftablilhcd  fonn  and  me- 
thod of  pleaditig :  in  fpite  of  thcfe  objefiionrk  paiftd 
through  both  Houfes,  and  obtained  the  Royal  aflent. 
A  g-reat  number  of  merchants  from  difFeitnt  parts 
of  the  kingdom  having  repeated  their  complaints  of 
depredations  and  cruelties  -committed  by  the  Spa- 
niards in  the  Weft-Indies,  their  petitions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  confideration  of  a  grafid  committee. 
Their  complaints  upon  examination  appeared  to  be 
well  founded.  The  Houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  King,  defiring  his  Majefty  would  be  graicioufly 
pleafed  to  continue  his 'endeavours  to  prevent  fuch 
depredaHons  for  the  future ;  to  procure  full  fatisfac-  ^ 
tioh  for  the  damages  alread}'  fuliained ;  and  to  fe- 
cure  to  the  Britifh  iubjedis  the  full  and  uninterrupted 
exercife  of  their  trade  and  navigation  to  jfnd  from 
the  Britifh  colonies  in  America.  The  bill  againft 
penfions  produced  a  warm  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  where  it  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  Dukes 
of  Newcaftle  and  Argj'le;  the  Earl  of  Hay,  and  Dr. 
Sherlock,  Bifhop  of  Bangor.  This  prelate,  in  a 
remarkable  fpeech,  reprefented  it  as  a  fcheme  to 
enlarge  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of:  Commons,  and 
to  break  the  -balance  between  the  powers  eflential  to 
the  conftitution,  fo  as,  fooner  or  later,  to  prove  the 
ruin  of  the  whole.  The  great  barrier  provided 
againft  bribery  and  corruption  by  this  bill  confiftei 
in  an  oath  to  be  impofed  on  all  members, of  the 
liower  Houfe,  by  which  they  muft  have  folemnly 
fwDrn  and  declarec-*,  that  they  had  not  directly,  nor 
indirectly,  any  penfion  during  pkafure,  or  for  any 
number  of  years,  or  any  office  in  part,  or  in  the 
\vhole,  held  for  them,  or  fbr  their  benefit,  by  any 
perfons'Whatfoever ;  and  that  th.ey  wcfuld  not  accept 
any  fuch  penfions  or  offices,  without  fignifying  the 
•    ^  ••  '  ♦  fame 
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&me  to  the  Houfe  within  fourteen  days  aft«  they  c  h  a  p« 
ihould  be  mcoved  <*  accepted.    The  bill  was  ^"^v,J[3^ 
dicated  at  juft  and  neccflaxy  by  the  Earls  of  Wibk^^^J^^^ 
chelfea  aad   Strafford,    Lord   Bathurft^   and  Lord 
Carteret,  who  had  by  this  time  joined  as  an  au:ziliary 
in  the  oppofitioo.* 

^  XaVI..  The  Hottfe  of  Peers  proceeded  to  con^An.  1731. 
Uder  the  ftate  of  the  nadonal  debt :  they  read  a  bill 
for  the  free  importation  of  wool  froni  Ireland  into  ^ 
England^  which  was  fiercely  oppc^ed,  and  laid  afide, 
contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  found  policy.  They 
pafled  the  bill  for  carrying  on  proceedings  at  law  in 
the  Englifh  language ;  and  a  fruitiefs  motion  was 
made  by  Lord  Bathudl  for  an  addrefs,  to  defire  his 
Majeily  would  give  directions  for  difcharging  the 
Heilian  troops  that  were  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain.' 
On  the  feventh  day  of  May  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, after  the  King  had  given  them  to  under- 
iland,  that  all  apprehenlions  of  war  were  now  hap- 
pily removed,  by  a  treaty  limned  at  Vi«ina  between 
him  and  the  Emperor.  He  faid  it  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Courts  of  Prance  and'  Spain,  as  parties 
to  thd  treaty  of  Seville,  the  execudon  of  which  it 
principally  regarded ;  and  that  it  likewife  was  fub- 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  States-Oeneral« 
He  obferv^d,  that  the  conditions  and  engagements 
into  which  he  had  entered  on  this  occafion  were 

.*  Nothing  was  heard  within  doort  in  P^rHament,  Mst  farcAfticit 
repartee  aod  violent  declamation  between  the  two  parties,  who  did  not 
confine  their  alrercaTion  to  thefe  debates,  but  took  the  field  againd 
cacli  other  in  periodical  papers,  and  occafiomtl  pamphlets.  Ti>*  paper 
called  the  Craftlinan  had  already  rifep  into  high  reputation  ali  oveff 
England,  for  the  wit,  humour,  and  folid  reafoning  it  contained.*  SoiTif 
of  the  beft  writert  in  the  oppoAtion,  including  Lord  Bolinghroke  a»4 
Mr.  P.  made  ufe  of  this  vehicle  to  convey  their  animadverfioBs  upom 
the  miniftfr,  who,  on  his  fide,  employed  the  moft  wretched  fcribblert 
to  defend  his  conduA.  It  w;is  in  confcquence  of  two  political  pam* 
phlets,  written  in  oppofition  tg  ciich  other,  by  Lord  Hervef  and  Mr.  P«' 
and  fome  recriminHtion  they  produce;1  in  the  Houfe  of  Common*, 
that  his  LordHiip  challenged  the  other  to  fingle  Combat,  and  had  weli 
'liigh  loft  hit  life  id  the  duel,  which  wae- fought  io  Hyde  F«pk. 

VOL.  n.  K  K  agreeable 
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B  o^o^  agreeable  to  that  neceflary  concern  which  tlie  Brittib 
.  !'•  nj#09  mud  always  have  for  the  fecufity  amd  pre- 
^■^J^J^liyvaticMX  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Euroipe :  and 
tijui^trthis  happy  turn,  dtdy.  improved  yrttha  jtiil 
regard  to  former  alliances^  yielded  a  favoavaUc  pro- 
fpe<Sl  pf  feeing  the  publick  tntn^u^Uty  re-efia- 
Wifted,  .  ;  • 

^  XXVII.  In  the  mcmih  of  JaAUiry  the  Ddcc  of 
I'arma  died,  after  having  •m^e  a  wiU  m  wtudb  be 
declaredJiis  Diichefs was  tlK^e Hionths  advahced  in 
her    pregnancy ;    entreating  the  allied   powers    of 
Europe  to  have  companion  upon  his  people,  and 
defer  the  execution  of  their  pr0Je<3s  until  liis  conform 
fljquld  be  delivered.    In  carfe  t4ie  chiki  fhould  be  Ifaili 
bom,  or  die  Sifter  the  birth,  he  bequeathed  his  do- 
minions and  allodial  Elktes  to  the  infisnt  Don  Carlos 
of  Spain  ;  and  appointed  fire  regents  to  govern  the 
duchy^    ;Notwithitandin^  this  difpdfitioa^   a  body 
of  Imperial  troops  immediately  took  pofieffion  cf 
Farma  and  PUcentia,  under  the  <;:octimand  of  Ge«> 
neral  Stampa,   yvhtb  dectared  they  Aould  iconduci 
thes^i^lves  with  all  poffible  retgulapity  aod  otoden- 
fion,  end  kav^  the  adnuniiitatid^n  entireijr  to  tht^ 
regents  whom    the  Dirf^e    had    appointed.    They 
publickty  proclaimed  in  the  «Mtrfcet'-plaGfe,  that  they 
took  poflc/lion  of  thefe  duchi^  for  the  Infimt,  Don 
Carlos  :  and  that  if  the  Ducheis  Efolv^r  (botild  •not 
^  be  delivered  of  a  Prince,  the  faid  Infant  might  re- 
'    ceive  thennv^ftiture  from  the  Empep6r  whenever  he 
'ik^ould,  provided  he  fliould  come  without  an  army- 
Though  thefe  freps  feemed  to  threaten  an  immediare 
-war,  the  King  ot  Great-Britain  and  the  States-G«- 
lieral  interpofed  their  mediation  fo  effe^buUy  with 
thc^  Court  of  Vienna,  that  the  Emperdr  defifted  from 
the  prqfeculion  of  his  defign  ;  and  on  the  lixteenth 
day  of  March  concluded  at  Vienna  a  treaty  with  his 
Britannick  Majcfty,  by  which  he  confented  to  with- 
draw his  troops  from  Parma   and   Placetxtm.     He 
agreed^,  That  the  _  King  of  Spain  might  take  pof- 
.  .  ,  ibflion 


GEORGE     It  '    *^  :ri||^ 

fcfflbn  of  thcfe  places  in  favour  of  hisfcm  Don  Carbide  h  a  p  ^ 
according   to  the  treaty  of  Seville.     He  Ukewifel^^;^ 
agreed.  That  the  Oftend  company,  which'  had  giv^^^^,. . 
fuch  umbrage  to  the  maritime  powArs,  ihduM  be^ 
Cocally  diiSelved,  ofi  condition  that  the  contra^fr^  • 
powers  'ofMaceriied  in  the  treaty  of  Seville  (hould* 
guarantee  the  pragmatick  famftion,  or  fuccej(Hdn\6f' 
the  Aoftriari-hcreditary  dominion  to  the  heir?" female      ^ 
of  the  Emperor,  in  cafe  he  ihould  die  without /male 
iffue.     The  Dutch  minifter  refiding  at  the  Imperial* 
Court  did  not  fubicribe  this  treaty,  becaufe,  by  thfc^ 
maxims  received  in  lliat  republick,  and  the  nature 
of  her  government,  he  could  not  be  veftcfd  with  full 
powers  fo  foOn  as  it  would   have  been  nteeflary :' 
nev£!tiielefs  the  States-General  were,  by  a  fcparaYe 
ai^cie,  exprefsly  named  as  a  principal  contmdtifig 
party. 

^  XXVUL  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  Julf: 
a*  new  tncaty  was  figned  at  Vienna  between  the  Em*^ 
peror  and  the  Kings  of  Great-Britain    and  Spaihj^* 
tending  to  confirm  the  former.     In  Auguft  a  treaty 
of  \mkm  and  defenfive  alliance  between  the  eK<Sto-  *  " 

rates  q£  Saxony  and  Hanover  was  executed  at  Dref- ' 
den.     The  Court  of  Spain  cxpreffing  fome  doubts'" 
with'  inegard  to  the  pregnancy  of  the  Duchefs  of  • 
Panria,   Ihe   underu'ent   a  formal    examination  by^ 
five  midwives  of  difierent  nations  in  prefence  of  the 
elder  Duchefs  Dowager,  feveral  ladies  of ,  quality, 
three  phyficians  and  a  ilirgeon ;  and  was  declared 
with  child  :  neverthelefs,  after  having  kept  all  Europe 
in  £iQ>enfe  for  (ix  months,  (he  owned  Ihe  had  been 
deceived;  and  General  Scampa,  with  the  rmperial' 
Sorces,   took  formal    pofieffion  of  the    duchies  of  * 
Parma,  and  Pkcentia.    Spain  and  the  Great  Duke ' 
of  Tufcany  liaving   acceded  to  the  laft  treaty  of; 
Vienna,   the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  engaged*  to; 
equip^an  armament  that-  ihould  conv6y  Ddn  Carlos.' 
to  his  new  dominioils.     Accordingly,  Sir  Charles'' 
Wager  iailed  xvitha  (Irong  fi^uadron  from  PortW* 

K  K  2  mouth 
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BQOKinouth  qa  the  twenty-iixth .day  of  Auguil;  axA  in 
y'^'  September  arrived  at  Barcelona,  where  being  jpin^ 
.I7JX-  •  by  the  ,3pajtiifh  fleet  and  tranfports,  they  ^^d  to- 
gcthei?  tp  Leghorn ;  from  whence  the  Adnural  re- 
turned to  England.  Don  Carlos  pailed  through 
part  of  France,  and  embarking  at  Anti^es  on  board 
of  the  Spanifti  gallies,  arrived  at  Leghorn  in  De- 
cember. ,  Then  the  Imperial  General  withdrew  his 
forces  intp:  the  Milanefe;  and  the  Infant  took  pof- 
fefligiif  ^f  his.  new  territories. 

^XXI^.  During  Jiheie  traniadlions  France  was 

5iiftra<?te4.  by-  reUgious'  difputes,  occafioned  by  the 

.bull  Unig^nitus  thundered  againft  the  dodirines  of 

Janfeniu^;  a .  bill  which  had  produced  a  fchilm  in 

the  GaJUcan  Churchy  and  well  nigh  ifivolvcd  that 

.  ^country  isi  f;iyil  war  and  confiifion.    It  wa3  oppofed 

*  y^y%^  IWliaments  and  lay  tribunals  of  the  kingdom; 
.but  roany  biflipps^  and  the  Jefuits  in  general,  were 
,its,  moft  ftfcnuous  aflertors.  All  the  artifices  of 
.  prie£t-€r;^ft  were  pradifed  on  both  fides  to  iiiflame 

*  tke-eothi^affu^  ;and  manage  the  fupedtition  of  the 
pepplfvr  pretended  miracles  were  wrought  at  the 

.  tofnb  pl^^bfee  Paris,  who  had  died  without  accept- 
ing the  buU,  cpnfequently  was  declared  damned  by 
J  thf.ab^ftrs  of  that  conflitution.  On  the  other  hand, 
,  thpJeCuit^eKerted  all  their  abilities  and  induftry  in 
-  J5?^^hij>g  againfl  the  Janfenifls ;,  in-  eft^ablifhing  an 
^opiriipn.of  their  fupcrior  fan6lity;  and  infpiring  a 
.  fj>irit  of  Quietifm  among  their  votaries,  who  were 
;_  trji^fpoFtea  into  the  delirium  of  poflefiion,  illumina- 
.  tion^and    fupernatural   converfe.     Thefe  arts  were 

*  often  ufed  for  the  moft  infamous  piupofes.  Female 
;  enthuliafis  were  wjFOught  up  to  fuch  a  violence  of 

agitation,  that  nature  fainted  under  the  ilruggle, 
^d  the  pfeudo  faint  feized  this  opportunity  of  vio- 
lating the  chaftity  of  his  penitent'.  Such  was  jGsud  to 
be  ,thc  cafe  of  Mademoifelle  la  Cadiere,  a  young 
gentlewoman  of  Toulon,  abufed  in  this  manner  -by 
the  luft.  ^4  villany  of  Pere  Girard;  a  noted  Jefuit, 

Who 
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wha  underwent  a  trial  before  the  Parliament  of  ATx^^r/fP. 
and  very  narrowly  efcaped  the  ftake.  •  ^    >       *^^I^^ 

§  XaX.  The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  me^t-^^ji. 
ing  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January, -.th*  King' In 
his  fpeech  declared,  that  the  General  traniqiiilKty  of 
Europe  was  reftored  and  cftdblifhed  by  the  lall  tfHty 
of  Vienna :  and  Don  Carlos  was  a(9ually  poflefled 
of  Parma  and  Placentia :  that  fix  thoufand  Spaflfetftls 
were  quietly  admitted  and  quartered  in  thci  duchy  bf 
Tufcany,  to  fecure,  by  the  exprefs  confenf  dHd 
agreement  of  the  Great  Duke,  the  reva:fion  of  his 
dominions  ;  and  that  a  family  convention  was^  m^e 
between  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Tufcahy,  for  pre- 
ferving  mutual  peace  ahd  friendlhip  in  thb  tWo 
hbufes.  He  told  the  Commons,  that  the  iftihSatfes 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  current  year  would  be  confidA-s 
ably  lefs  than  thofe  of  former  years:  Hi  'Y%tofh- 
mended  unanimity:  he  obferved  that  hi^-gbveft- 
ment  had  no  fecurity  but  what  was  eqiialiy  iSbntfii- 
cive  to  their  happinefs,  and  to  the  prote^idh  V)F  His 
people ;  that  their  profoerity  had  no  foundation  btit 
m  die  defence  and  (upport  of  his  govermn^fit. 
"  Our  fafety  (faid  he)  is  mutual,  and  oux*  inV<a€fts 
"  are  infeparable.*'  The  oppofitioh  to  th^  Court 
meafures  appears  to  have  been  uncommonly  fpirit4d ' 
during  the  courfe  of  this  feffion.  '  The  minifter's 
motions  were  attacked  with  all  the  artillery  of  elo- 
cution.  His  principal  emiflaries  were  oblijgcd  to 
talk  their  faculties  to  their  full  exertion,  to  putsile 
and  perplex  where  they  could  not  demonftratc  and 
convince,  to  mifreprefcnt  what  they  could  not  vih* 
dicat^,  and  to  elude  the  arguments  which  they  could 
not  refute.  Jn  the.  Houfe  of  Commons  Lotd 
•Hervey,  lately  appointed  Vice  Chamberlain  of  his 
Majetty's  houfehold,  made  a  motion  for  an  iddrefs 
bf  thanks,  in  which  they  {hould  declare  their  entire 
approbation  of  the  King's  conduit,  acknowledge 
the  bleffings  they  enjoyed  under  his  governmeAt, 
exprefs  their  confidence  in  tlie  wifdom  of  his  coun-* 

cils; 
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BOOK  ctls ;  and  declare  thejr  readiricfs  to  grant  the  i^cccflaff 
^^^fupplies.  I'his  member,  foh  to  the  Earl  of  Briltel, 
i7^r^was  a  nobleman  of  fome  parts,  which,  however, 
were  more  fpecious  than  folid.  ^  He  condefcfen ded 
toa^tas  afubaltern  to  the  minifter,  and  approved 
himfelf*  extremely  a(^ive  in  fwwarding  all  his  de- 
figns,  whether  as  a  fccret  emiflary  or  publick  €«^tor  j 
in  i^hich  laft  capacity  he  appears  to  hare  been  pert, 
frivolous,  and  frothy.  His  motion  was  fecondcd 
by  Mr.  Clutterbuck,  and  oppofed  by  Sir  Wilfred 
Lau'fon,  Mr.  Shippen,  M.  W.  Puheney,  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  They 
dfd  not  ^rgiie  againfl  a  general  addref^  of  thanks ; 
but  expofed  the  abfurdity  and  bad  tendency  of 
cxpreflions  which  implied  a  blind  approbation  of 
all  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry.  Sir  Wilfred  Law- 
fon  obfen-eicl,  that  -notwithftanding  the  great  things 
wc  had  done  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  the  favours 
we  had  procured  for  the  Royal  Family  of  that  king- 
dom, little  or  no  fatisfa6lion  had  as  yet  been  received 
for  the  injuries  our  merchants  had  fuftained  from 
that  nation.  Mr.  Pulteney  took  notice,  that  the 
nation,  by  becoming  guarantee  to  the  pragmatick 
fanction,  laid  itfelf  under  an  obligation  to  affift  the 
Auftrian  family  when  attacked  by  any  potentate 
whatever,  except  the  Grand  Sign  or :  that  they  might 
be  attacked  when  it  would  be  much  againft  the 
iritereft  of  the  kingdom  to  engage  itfelf  in  a  war 
upon  any  foreign  account :  that  it  might  one  day 
be  fof  the  interefl  of  the  nation  to  join  againft  them, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  balance  of  Europe,  the 
eftablifhing  of  which  had  already  coft  England  fuch 
irhmenfe  liims  of  money.  He  infifted  upon  the 
abfurdity  of  concluding  fuch  a  number  of  incon- 
fiftent  treaties ;  and  concluded  with  faying,  that  if 
affairs  abroad  were  *  now  happily  eftabUfted,  the 
nrriniftry  which  condut5ted  them  might  be  compared 
to  a  pilot,  who,  though  there  was  a  clear,  fafe,  and 
ftraight  channel  into  port,  yet  took  it  in  his  head  to 
'^  carry 
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imty  t^  (h\\>  a  great  way  about,  through  fands^c  hap. 
rodcsy  and  ihaltows ;  who,  after  ha\«inK  loft  a  great  ^' 
number  of  feamen,  deftroyed  a  great  deal  of  tackle '""'i^:^^ 
and  riggizig,  and  fubjedled  the  owi^rs  to  ^n  enor- 
mous expence,  at  laft  by  chance  hits  the  port,  and 
^umphs  in  his  good  Gondu<5t:.  Sir  William  Wynd^ 
iiam  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Mr.  Oglethorpe, 
a  gentleman  of  unblemiihed  chara<5ter,  brave,  ge- 
nerous, and  humane,  affirmed  that  many  other 
things  related  more  nearly  to  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  the  nation  than  did  the  guarantee  of  the  pragma- 
tick  fan6tioB«  He  faid  he  wifhed  to  have  heard 
that  the  new  works  at  Dunkirk  had  been  entirely 
rafed  and  deftroyed :  that  th«  nation  had  received 
full  and  complete  fatisfa<9:ion  for  the  depredations 
committed  by  the  natives  of  Spain :  that  more  care. 
was  taken  in  difcipling  the  militia,  on  whofe  va- 
lour the  nation  muft  chiefly  defend  in  cafe  of  an 
invafion ;  and  that  fome  regard  nad  been  iliown  to 
the  opprefied  )?roteftants  in  Germany.  He  ex- 
prcfled  his  fatisfa6lion  to  find  that  the  Engiifh  were 
not  fo  clofely  united  to  France  as  formerly ;  for  he 
bad  generally  obfcrved,  that  when  two  dogs  were 
in  a  leafh  together,  the  ftronger  generally  ran  away 
with  the  weaker ;  and  this  he  was  afraid  had  been 
the  cafe  between  France  and  Great-Britain.  The 
motion  was  vigoroufly  defended  by  Mr.  Felham, 

Saymafter  of  tfce  forces,  and  brother  to  the  Duke  of 
fewcaitle,  a  man  whofe  greateft  fault  was  his  being 
concerned  in  fupporting  the  meafure  of  a  corrupt 
miniftry.  In  other  refpe<^s  he  was  liberal,  candid, 
benevolent,*  and  even  attached  to  the  intereft  of  his 
country,  though  egregioufly  mifUkcn  in  his  notions 
of  government.  On  this  occaiion  he  aflerted  that 
it  was  no  way  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  or  dignity 
of  that  Houfe  to  thank  his  Majefty  in  the  molt 
p^ticular  terms  for  every  thing  he  had  been  pleafed 
to  communicate  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne :  that, 
no  eKpreilions  of  approbatipn  in  the  addrefs  could 
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BOO  Kbe  any  way  made  ufe  of  to  prevent,  an  iitquirjiFiHtD 
^[^-     the  meafures  which  had  been  purfuBfl^i  when  Ac 
J73i.    treaties  ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.    HeiSud^ 
at  the  opening  of  a  feflion  the  eyes  of  all.  Eurcuie 
were  turned  towards  Great-Britainv*and    from   the 
Parliament's  firft  refolves  all  the  neighbouring  pow- 
ers judged  of  the  unanimity  that  would  enfue   be* 
tween  bis  Majefty  and    the  reprefentativca  of    hii 
people:  tljat  their  appearing  jealous  or  diffident-of 
nis  Majcfty>s  conduA  would  weaken  his  influcnoe 
upon  the  councils  of  foreign  Hates  and  potemtates^ 
and  perhaps  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  rc<3ify  any 
faUe  ftep  that  might  have  been  made  by  his  mini- 
flers.     His  arguments  were  reinforced   by  a  long 
fpeech  from  Mr.  H»  Walpole.     The  queftion  was 
put,  the  motion  carried,  and  the  addreis  prefented. 
^  XXXI.   The  next  fubje6t  of  debate  was  the 
number  of,  land-forces.    When  the  fupply  fell  under 
confideration,  Sir  W.  Strickland,  fecrctary  at  War, 
moved  that  the  fame  number  which  had  been  main^^ 
tained  in  the  preceding  year  fhould  be  continued  in 
pay.     On  the  other  hand,  Lord  Morpeth,  having 
demonftrated  the  danger  to  which  the  liberties  of 
»  the  nation  might  be  ^xpofed,  by  maintaining  a  nu-r 
merous  {landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  made  a  mo- 
tion that  the  number  fhould  be  reduced  to  twelve 
thoufand.     A  warm  debate  enfuing,  was  managed 
in  favour  of  the  firft  motion  by  Lord  Hervey,  Sir 
-  Robert  Walpole,  and  his  brother,  Mr.  I^elham,  and 
Sir  Philip  Yorke,  Attorney-general.     This  gentle- 
man was  counted  a  better  lawyer  than  a  politician, 
Vid  fhone  more  as  an  advocate  at  the  bar  than  as 
an  orator  in  the  HoHfe  of  Commons.     The  laft 
partifan   of  the   minifiry  was   Sir  Williain  Yonge, 
one  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  in  the  treal'ury ; 
a  man  who  rendered  himfelf  ferviceable  and   ne-. 
ceilary,    by  ftooping   to  all  compliances,    running 
uppn  every  fceht  and  haranguing  on  every  fubjcfet 
with  an  eyea;  uninterrupted^  tedious  flow  of  duU 

declamation^ 
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decbmuuaon,  xompoied  of  ailertions  wittKmt^wnUcHAP; 
city,  coBcluBons  ficom  £dfe  premifes,  wordsrwithout  ^^' 
meaning,  and  knguagc  without  propriety,  lad'^'^^^^^ 
Morpetnla  motion*  was  efpoufed  by  Mr.  Watkia 
WiUuuns  Wynne,,  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  family 
and.c^ulent  fortune  in  Wales,  brave,,  open,  hofpii* 
tables  and  warmly  attached  to  the  ancient  conflita-^ 
tion  and  hierarchy  :  he  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ter Plumer,  whofpoke  with' weight, -prccilion,  and 
Icvcrity,  by. Sir  W.  Wyndhaih,  Mr.  I^ippen,  Mr. 
W,  Pulteney^  and  Mr.  Barnard.  The  Courtiers 
ai^ued  that'  it-  was  neceilary  to  maintain  fuch  a 
number,  of  land^rces  as  might  defeat  the  defigns 
of  n^tkontents,  fecure  the  interior  tranquillity  of  tlk 
^ingdom^  defend  it  from  external  aiIaults,..Dver« 
awe  its  neighbours,  and  enable  it  to  take  vigoroia 
meafures  in  cafe  the  peace  of  Europe  ihonld  be  i-e^ 
embroiled.  They  affirmed,  the  fcience  of  war  was 
fo  much  altered,  and  required  fo  much  attention,  that 
no  dependance  was  to  be  •  placed  upon.  ^  militia ; 
that  all  nations  were  obliged  to  maintain  flanding 
artnies,  for  their  fecurity  againft  the  encroachments 
of  neighbouring  powers :  that  the  nurpber  of  troops 
in  Great-Britain  was  too  inconfiderable  to  excite  the 
jealoufy  of  the.  beople,  even  under  an  ambitious 
Monarch;  that  nis  Majefty  never  entertained  the 
leaft  thought  of  infringing  the  liberties  of  his.Iub- 
jc6ls:  that  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  officen; 
among  whom  were  many  gentlemen  of  family  and 
.  fortune,  would  eVer  coocur  in  a  defign  to  enflave  theSr 
country;  and  that  the  forces  now  in  pay  could  not  be 
properly  deqmed  a  (landing  amiy,  in^much  as.  they 
were  voted  and  maintained  firom  year  to  year  by  tKe 
Parliament,  which  was  the  reprefentative  of  the  peopdq. 
To  thefe  arguments  the  members  in  the  oppoiirion 
replied,  that  a  ftanding  force  in  time  of  peace  wse 
unconilitutional,  and  had  bc^en  always  thought  dan^ 
gerous;  that  a  militia  was  as  capable  of  difcipline 
99  a  ftanding  army^  and  would  have  more  incentives 

t« 
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B  ooKMCoufage  tnd  perfcvc ranee !  that  fbt  civil  magU 
'^     ftmt€  was  able  to  preferre  the  peace  of  the  ccunnry  s 

^**^^^]|^that  the  number  of  the  malcontents  Vww  aliogefhcr 
contemptible  though  it  might  be  confidentbly  aug* 
mented  by  maint^ning  a  {landing  army,  and  ether 
foch  arbitrary  meafures  :  that  other  nations  bad  been 
enflaved  by  ftanding  armies;  and  howfoever  they 
might  find  themfe)ve$  neceilitated  to  depend  upon 
a  military  force  for  focurity  againil  encroaching 
neighbours,  the  cafe  was  very  diflerefit  with  regard 

»  to  Grcat^Britain,  for  the  defence  of  which  nature  had 

provided  in  a  peculiar  manner  :  that  this  provifion 
was  ftrengthenea  and  improved  by  a  numerous  nary, 
which  fecured  her  dominion  of  the  fea ;  and,  if 
properly  difpofed,  would  render  all  invaiion  imprac- 
ticable, or  at  leaft  ineffectual ;  that  the  land^army  of 
Great-Britain;  though  fufficient  to  endanger  the 
liberties  of  an  unarmed  people,  could  not  pollibly 
fecure^fuch  an  extent  of  coaft,  and  therefore  could 
be  of  very  little  iervice  in  preventing  an  invaAon  : 
that  though  they  had  all  imaginable  confidence  in 
his  Majefty*s  regard  to  the  liberty  of  his  fubjei^s, 
/  they  could  not  help  apprehending^  that  fliould  » 
ftanding  army  become  part  of  the  conftitution,  an- 
other Prince  of  more  dangerous  talents,  and  more 
fatal  defigns,  might  arife,  and  employ  it  for  the 
worft  purpofes  of  ambition  :  that  though  many  ot- 
ficers  were  gentlemen  of  honour  and  probity,  thefe 
might  be  ealily  dil'carded,  and  the  army  gradually 
moulded  into  a  quite  different  temper.  By  thefe 
nrieans,  pra<5tifed  in  former  times,  an  army  had 
been  new  modelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  thev 
furned  their  fvt'Drds  agamft  the  Parliament,  for  whole 
defence  they  had  been  raifed,  and  dcftroyed  the 
conftitntion  both  in  Church  and  State :  that  with 
rcfpcA  to  its  being  wholly  dependent  on  the  Parlia- 
ment, the  people  of  England  would  have  reafon  to 
complain  of  the  fame  hardship,  whether  a  Aandiiig 
army.fhottid  be  declared  at  <M^e  indifpenla}^,  or 

regularly 


reguUfly  TOted  from  year  to  year,  according  to  thee  H  A  P. 
dirc6Hoii  ^f  the  iriinfftry  :  that  the  fan6lion  of  ^^^J^L^ 
legiflature  gluAted  to  ifteafufes  which  in  themfelres^^^^'^^^T^^ 
are  uriconffitutional,  bunhenfome,  odious,  and  re- 
ptigtlant  to  the  genius  of  the  nation,  inftead  of 
3ridkling  confolation,  would  fcrve  only  to  demon-" 
flratc',  that  the  moft  efFe<5lual  method  of  forging  the 
chaim  of  national  flavery  would  be  that  of  minif- 
terial  influence  operating  upon  a  venal  Parliament. 
Such  were  the  reafons  urged  againft  a  ftanding  army, 
of  what  number  foever  it  might  be  compofed  :  but 
the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  from  about 
eighteen  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand,  was  infiftcd 
upon  as  the  natural  confequence  of  his  Majefty*s 
declaration,  by  which  they  were  given  to  underftand 
that  the  peace  of  Europe  was  eftablifhed  ;  and  that 
he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  eafc  and  prof- 
perily  of  his  people.  It  was  fuggelled,  that  if  eigh-* 
teen  thoufand  men  were  fufficient  on  the  fuppofed- 
eve  of  a  general  war  in  Europe,  it  was  furely  rea- 
fonable  to  think  that  a  lefs  number  would  fufRcc 
when  peace  was  perfectly  re-eftablifhed.  Whatever 
efFcdl  thefe  reafons  had  upon  the  body  of  the  nation, 
they  made  no  converts  in  the  Houfe,  where  ihtf 
majority  ri^folved  that  the  ftanding  army  (hould  be 
maintained  without  redudlion.  Mr.  Plumcr  com- 
plained, that  the  country  was  oppreflfed  by  an  arbi- 
trary method  of  quartering  foldiers,  in  an  undue 
proportion,  upon  thofc  publicans  who  refufed  to  vote 
in  elections  according  to  the  diredlion  of  the  minify 
try.  Mr.  Pulteney  afleited,  that  the  mon^y  raifed  ' 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  eighteen  thoufand  men  in  Eng- 
land, would  maintain  fixty'  thoufand  French  or 
Germans,  or  the  fame  number  of  almoft  any  oriier 
people  on  the  continent.  SJr  William  Wyndham 
declared,  that  eighteen  thoufand  of  the  Englifh 
troops  in  the  Ute  war  were  maintained  on  lefs  than 
two-thirds  of  the  fum  now  demanded  for  the  like 

number;. 
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E,o  OKnumbcr:  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  tbefe  allegar 

^^^J[J;^^^rions. 
,731.  ^  XXXII.  The  next  oWetfl  of  importance  that 
»attra6led  the  notice  of  the  Houfe,  was  the  flate  of 
the  Charitable  Corporation,  This  company  was  firft 
cre6led  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feren.  Their  profeiTed  intention  was  to  lend  money 
at  legal  intereft  to. the  poor,  upon  fmall  ptedgcs; 
and  to  perfons  of  better  rank  upon  an  indubitable 
*  Security  of  goods  impawned.  Their  capital  was  at 
firft  limited  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds ;  but,  by 
licences  from  the  crown,  they  increafed  it  to  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  though  their  charter  was 
never  confirmed  by  adt  of  Parliament.  In  the  month 
of  06lober,  George  Robinfon,  efquire,  member 
for  Marlow,  the  cafhier,  and  John  Thompfon, 
varehoufe-keeper  of  the  corporation,  difappeared  in 
one  day-  The  proprietors,  alarmed  at  this  inci- 
4cnt,  held  feveral  general  courts,  and  -  appointed  a 
- 1  '  committee  to  infpedl  the  Hate  of  their  affairs.  *  They 
'reported,  that  for  a  capital  of  abo>e  fi\e  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  no  equivalent  was  found  ;  inafmuch 
as  their  eftedls  did  not  amount  to  the  value  of  thirty 
thoufand,  the  remainder  having  been  embczzkd  by 
means  which  they  could  not  difcovcr.  The  pro- 
prietors, in  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Comraofns, 
reprefented  that  by  the  moft  notorious  breach'  of 
truft  in  feveral  perfons  to  whom  the  care  and  ma- 
nagement of  their  affairs  were  committed,  the  cor- 
poration had  been  defrauded  of  the  greatefl  part  of 
their  capital ;  and  that  many  of  the  petirion'ers  were 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  mifery  and  diftrefs ; 
they,  therefore,  prayed,  that  as  they  were  unable  to 
deteiSl  the  combinations  of  thofe  who  had  mined 
them,  or  to  bring  tbeddinquentsto  juftice,  without 
the- aid  of  th^  power  and  authority  of- Parliament, 
the  Houfe  would  vouchfafe  to  inquire  into  tbe  ftate 
of  the  eorporati^on,  and  the  conduct:  of  thejr-lpigna- 
gcrsj  and  give  fuch  relief  to  the  petitioners -as -tft-thc 

Houfo 
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Houie  ftioiild  feem  meet!  The  petition  was  g^ar-CH^Af. 
cioufly  received',  and  a  fecret  committee  appointed  ^^* 
to  prbceed  on  the  inquiry.  They  foon  difcovered  ^^'^^\ 
mofl  iniquitous  fcerie  of  fraud,  which  had  been  adl^d 
by  Robinfon  and  Thorapfon,  in  concert  with  fome 
.of  the  dircdors,  for  embezzUng  the  capital,  and 
cheating  the  proprietors.  Many  perfons  of  rank  and 
quaUty  were  concerned  in  this  infamous  confpiracy : 
fome  of  the  firft  characters  in  the  nation  did  not 
efcape  fufpicion  and  cenfure.  Sir  Robert  Sutton 
and  Sir  Archibald  Grant  were  expelled  the  Houfe  <rf 
Commons,  as  having  had  a  conliderable  fhare  ifk 
thofe  fraudulent  practices  :  a  bill  was  brought  in  lo 
reftrain  them  and  other  delinquents  from  leaving  the 
kingdom,  or  alienating  their  efie6ts.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  committee  received  a  letter  .from  Signer 
John  Angelo  Belloni,  an  eminent  banker  at  Rome^ 
giving  them  to  underftand,  that  Thompfon  was  f«- 
cured  in  that  city,  with  all  his  papers,  and  confined 
to  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo;  and  that  the  papers  were 
tranfmitted  to  his  correfpondent  at  Paris,  who  would 
deliver  them  up,  on  certain  conditions  ilipulated  kk 
favour  of  the  prifoner.  This  letter  was  confideredas 
an  artifice  to  inlinuate  a  &vourable  opinion  of  the 
Pretender,  as  if  he  had  taken  meafures  for  fecuring 
Thompfon,  from  his  zeal  for  jufUce,  and  affcAion 
for  the  Englifh  people.  On  this  fuppofition,  th& 
propofals  were  rejected  with  difdain  ;  and  both 
Houfes  concurred  in  an  order  that  the  letter  (hquld 
be  burned  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman.  The  Lower  Houfe  refolved, 
tha^it  was  an  inlolent  and  audacious  libel,  abfurd 
and  contradi6tory  ;  that  the  whole  tranfadtion  was  a 
fcandalous  artifice,  calculated  to  delude  the  unhappy^ 
and  to  difgmfe  and  conceal  the  wicked  pradliccs  of 
the  profefled  enemies  to  his  Majefty's  perfoir,  crown, 
and  dignity. 

^  XXXIII.  No  motion,  during  this  feffion,  pro- 
duced fucb  ^  warm  contefl  as  did  that  of  Sir  Robert 
1  Waipole, 
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BOO  xWalpote,  when,  after  a  long  pFeamble,  he  propofed 
'^-     that  the  duties  on  fait,  which  about .  two  .)^ars.  be- 
'^JI^^T^^fore  had  been  abolilhed,  fhould  now  be  revived^  aod 
granted  to  his  Majelly,  -his  lieirs  and  fucceflors,  £q€ 
the  term  of  three  years.     In  order  to  fweeten.  this 
propofal,  he  decl^d  that  the  land-tax  fi)r  the  eci- 
iiiing  year  ihould  be  reduced  to  one  ibilling  in  the 
pound.     All  the  members  of  the  country  patty  were 
inamediaticly  in  commotion.     They  exprefled  their 
Surprize  at  the  groflhr fs  of  the  impdition.     They 
loWerved,  that  two  years  had  fcarce  elapfed  fince  the 
King,  in  a  fpeech  froai  the  thronie,  htad  exhorted 
(them  to  abolifh  fome  of  the  taxes  that  were  the  moll: 
i^urthcnfoine  to  the  poor :  the  Houfe  was  then  of 
opinion,  that  the  tax  upon  fait  was  the  moll  bur^ 
thenfomc,  and  the  mofl:  pernicious  \o  the  trade  of 
the  kingdom,  of  all  the  impofitioos  to  which  the 
poor  wetc  fubjedled,  and  therefore  it  was  tajsien  oft* : 
but  that  no  good  reafon  could  be  produced  for  al- 
tering their  opinion  fo  fuddenly,  and  refolving  ta 
grind  die  faces  of  the  poor,,  in  order  to  eafe  a  few 
.    rich  men  of  the  landed  intereft.    They  afHnned, 
thait  the  moft  general  taxes  are  not  always  the  letft 
'  burthenfome  :.  tiiat  after  a  nation  is  obliged  to  ex* 
tend  tlieir  taxes  farther  than  die  luxuries  of  thdr 
country,  diofe  taxes  that  can  be  saifed  with  the  leaft 
charge  to  the  publick,  are  the  moft  convenient  aad 
eafieft  to  the  people:  but  they  ought  carefully  to 
^void   taxing  thde  things  which  are  ncceflary  for 
the  fubfiilence  of  the  poor.     The  price  of  all  necef* 
faries  being  thus  enhanced,  the  wages  of  the  tradef- 
man  and  manufa6turer.mull  be  increafed  ;  and  where 
'  t£icfe  aie  liigh  the  maaufadlurers  will  be  underfold  by 
thofe  of  dieaper  countries.     The  trade  cnuft  of  coo^ 
fequence  be  ruined ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  fu^Mpofed  that 
the  lajided  gentleman  would  choofe  to  (ave  a  flril- 
•    ling  in  the  pound  from  die  land-tax,  by  means  of 
an  expedient  that  would  ruin  the  manufa6lures  of 
his  country,  and  decseaie  the  valiie  of -his  own  fos- 
6  tune. 
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tune.  Tbcy  allcdged  thai  th«  falt-taic  paitidilarlyc  hap. 
•Healed  the  podr^  who  could  not  afford  to  eat  freih  '^* 
provillons;  and  that,  as  it  formerly  occafioned  mur-  ^^^^^ 
murs  aad  dircoatents  ainorug  the  lo^va:  cla(s  of  peo- 
pfe,  the  revival  of  it  would,  in  all  probability,  exas- 
perate them  into  open  fedition.  They  obferved, 
that  wliik  it  was  exadied  in  England,  a  great  num^ 
ber  of  merchants  fent  their  fliips  to  Ireland,  to  be 
viclualled  for  their  rcfpei^ive  voy^es ;  that,  fiace  it 
had  been  aboliihed,  many  experknents  had  beejai 
fucce£rfully  tried  with  fait  fc^  the  improvement  of 
ftgricuhure,  which  would  be  entirely  defeated  by  the 
revival  of  lius  inopofition.  They  uiggeftcd  thsu  the 
land-tax  was  failed  at  a  very  fmall  expence,  and 
{ubjcA  to  no  fraud,  whereas  that  upon  ialt  would 
eaiploy  a  gteat  number  of  additional  officers  in  the 
tevemK^  wholly  depending  upon  the  miniftry,  whofc  " 
influence  in  eiedlions  they  would  proportionably  in- 
creafe.  They  even  hinted,  thaA  this  confideration 
was  one  powerful  motive  for  propoling  the  revival 
of  an  odbus  tax,  which  was  in  eftedt  an  excife,  and 
would  be  deemed  a  fte.p  towards  a  general  excife 
)4poai  all  forts  '©f  provi(k>iis.  Finally,  they  demons 
firated  that  the  falt-tax  inta'oduced  numberleis  frauds 
and;  pei^uries  in  different  varticles  of  traffick.  Sir  - 
Jftobeit  Walpale  enckavoured  to  obviate  all  theie 
a^ei^idns  on  a  long  fpeech,  which  was  minutely 
wrfwered  and  refuted  in  every  article  by  Mr.  Pulte- 
noy.  .  Ncverthelcfs,  the  quefiion  being  put,  the 
jminiftcflr's  motion  was  carried  in  the  aiJirmative, 
imd  the  duty  reviwd  :  yet,  before  the  bill  pafled^ 
divers  motions  were  made^  and  additi^^nal  chufos 
prt^ofed  by  the  members  in  the  oppofition.  New 
debatrea  wcj«  raifed  on  every  new  obje^tioA,  and  the. 
Courtiers  were  obliged  to  difpute  their  git>und  by 
inches. 

A^  XXXI V.  'The  pcnfion-bill  was  revived,  and 
for  the  third  time  rejeded  in  the  IJoufc  of  Lords, 
A«hiil  for  the  eocouragement  of  the  fugar  colonies 
I  pafled 
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B  0  O  icpafi^  throagh  the  i^ower  Houfe  wkhgrettdifficoltTV 

1731.    ter  fecuring  the  freedom  of  ^arimineQtt,7cb]^ftfthcr 
qfiolifyiiig  thetnbers  td  fit  in  the  .H0tt&  of  JSdtdtni^s, 
iK^&s  i«id  tke  thiid  timcv  and'tlnovtn  oM/tiymi  tiic 
t}\ie(ftion.     A  coiiunttti:e  had  foeea  appoiil^  to  isk^ 
qiMt  iitto  a  fale  of  the  eflate  whicb  htd  Mi^ngpd  to 
the'^late  '£arl  of  Derwentwatcr.     Jhr  sfppcsmlrbjr  tbc 
jptport,  that  the  Mt  had  been  ftan^(biii;^-«.  Ul 
Dvas   prepared    to   make  it    void  ;    Dcsonis  'Boodp 
efquire,  and  Serjeant  Birch,  commiiGonec^iibr  tbe 
fele  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  ^»tit  dedared  guiltgr  *f 
notorious  breach  of  trufl,  and  cxptUed  the  Houfe, 
of  which  they  were  members  :    George  Robinfon^ 
efquirc,  underwent  the  fame  fentcnce,  on  account 
of  the  part  he  adled  in  the  Charitable -Corpofation^ 
as  he  and  Thompfon  had  negledled   to  uHiender 
themfelveB,  'according  to  the  terms  of  a  bill  which 
had  pafled  for  that  purpofe.     During  this  icffion^ 
five  members  of  Parliament  were  expelled  for  the 
moil  fordid  ads  of  knavery  ;  a  fure  fign  of  national 
degeneracy  and  dilhonour.    All  the  fupplies  were 
granted,  and  among  other  articles,  thefumoftwo- 
and-twenty  thoufand  fix  hundred  ninety-four  pounds, 
feven  (hillings,  and  fixpence,  for  the  agio  or  difier- 
ence  of  the  fubfidies  payable  to  the  Crown  of  Den- 
mark, in  purlbance  of  the  treaty  fnbfifiing  between 
"the  late  King  and  that  Monarch  :  but  this" was  not 
obtained  without  a  violent  difpute.     Mr.  Pultency) 
who  bore  a  confiderable  fhare  in  all  thefe.  debates,* 
became  in  a  little  time  fo  remarkable  as  to  be  thpi^)K 
worthy  of  a  very  particular  mark  of  hi«  Ms^^fty't 
difpleafure.     The  King,  on  the  firfl:  day  of  jply, 
called  for  the  council-book,  and  with  his  ewn-^ao^ 
ftruck  the  name  of  William  Pulteney,  efquire^  oitf 
ef  the  lift  of  Privy-councillors  :  his  Majefty  BiafAmt 
<)rdered  him  to  be  put  out  of  all  -  the  commii^Qo*' 
■  of  the  peace.   '  ITie  Several  Lord-lieutenants^.  6-<m- 
whorn    he^^h^d   received  deputations^    were  cam^ 
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YXi^nddd'  W  revoke  tjMtii ;  arid  tho  Jjopi^)A6aiiHi^e  ti  A  P. 
aiod  Sfttmkrits^idf  State  ^re  d«t€t/bdi  te-  l^^^ttM^^^ 
mMfArf  orders  ibr  that  purpofe.  ^         ^*"^7i<8 

-^*^^XaCXV:^  Nor  did  ttie  Houfe  of  Pwrs^  tlim»!y 
add  ¥Miniin^iil)y  fobmitto  the  meafuiM of  thtf  mi^ 
jrttftry.    ^I^e  penfion^bill  being  read,  was^aih  r^ 
jd^Stei!^  «Mk  a  fx^ottft ^entered.    A  debate  am&  abdue 
tU^  nUmb^^'Cff  Aanding  forces;    and  the  Ealt  of 
CSleiterfidfdi  argued  for  the  Court  motioAi     Th€.   , 
IDtfil  of  Oatfefd  mbVed' that  they  in%ht  be  redtc^dr 
ta^  tt»drt  thoufand  effedtive  men.      The  £ai4  of 
WijftDh^eli  obferved,  that  a  Handing  army  rendered 
miiiidArs  of  itate  moie  daring  than  otherwife  they 
wt>Uld  be^    in  contriving   and   executing    projeds 
tb&t^n^eregrievous  to  the  people  :  fchemes  that  ne- 
ver coaU)  enter  into  the  beads  of  any  but  thofe  who 
w^K  dmhk  with  excefs  of  power.    The  Marquis  of 
Tweedale,    in  reafoning  againft  fuch  a  number  aa 
the  thiniflty   propofed,    took    occafion  to  obferve, 
ti^t  not  one  (hilling  of  the  forfeited  eflates  was  ever 
ipplied  to  the  ufe  of  the  publick :  he  likewife  took 
notice,  that  the  eighteen  thoufand  men,  demanded 
as  a  ftanding  force,  were  modelled  in  fuch  a  manner^ 
that  they  might  be  fpeedily  augmented  to  forty 
thoufand  naen  on  any  emergency.    The  Duke  of 
Argyle  endeavoured  to  demonfirate.  the  danger  of 
'd^ending  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom  upon  an 
Undifciphned  militia,  a  fleet,  or  an  army  of  auxili-* 
aries. .  Then  he  reprefented  the  neceflity  of  having 
SQCOuHe  to  a  regular  army  in  cafe  of  invafion  ;  and 
^er  all,  acknowledged,  that  the  number  propofed 
i^as  no  way  fufficient  for   that    purpofe.    All  his 
^t^utntots  were  anfwered  and  refuted  m  an  excellent 
Aeedi  by  Lord  Carteret :  ncverthelefs,  victory  de- 
^ared  for  the  minifter.      The  Parliament  having 
granted  every  branch  of  the  fupply,   towards  the 
paynient  of  which  they  borrowed  a  fum  from  the 
IMcing-fund,  and  pafTed  divers  other  adts  for  the 
ehcooragement  of  commerce  and  agriculture,  the 
i-iroj-iu  Lii  King,     > 
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BOO  KKing,  on  the  firil  day  of  June,  gave  the  Royal  aflent 
K^i^^^o  the  bilk  that  were  prepared^  and  clofed  the  feilion, 
Ao.  1731.  after  having  informed  both  ||o^fes  that  the  States- 
General  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  6f  Vienna  ;  that 
lie  had  determined  to  vifit  his  Geinxaci  jdgpi^nidm, 
and  ..to  leave  the  Queeii  Regent  in  hisabience.  ^^Jit 
acfordin^y  fet  out  for  Hanover  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  By  this  time  the  pi^igmatick  iajadUflo.  ^uras 
confirmed  by  the  Diet  of  the  em^ire^  though  iiot 
without  a  formal  protetl  by  the  £^ledors  VaUtine, 
iavaria^  and  Saxony.  ...     i.l.   > 
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]^  J.  iRemarhabJe  inftance  of  fuicidei  ^  If.  Affhirslif 
Hfi  Continent.  \  III.  Meetmg  of  the  Parliament 
^  IV.  Addrefs  to  the  King  touching  theSfaniJk  de^ 
frtdaiim^.  ^  V.  The  Ejccife  fchenie  frcfofed  ty  Sir 
Rokri   fVah'okj    ^  VI.  Oppefition  to  thefcheme. 

•  \  VII;  Bill  for  a  dauxer  to  the  Princefs  Royat 
^  VIII,  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lordr  concerning  tit , 
e/lates  of  the  late  DireQors  of  the  South-fea  Gompanf. 
\  IX.  Double  election  of  a  King  in  Poland.  ^  X;  The 
Kings  of  France^  Spain,  and  Sardinia  join  againft  thi 
F^mperor.  %  XI.  The  Prince  of  Orange  arrives  in 
England.  ^  XII.  Altercation  in  the  Houfe  ofCom^ 
monsi.  ^  XIII.  Debate  about  the  removal  of  the 
Duke  of  Bolton  and  Lord  Fif count  Cobhamfrom  their 
refpe&ive  regiments.  §  XIV.  Motion  for  the  repeat 
of  the  feptenuial  aS.  4  XV.  Conclufion  of  a  re^ 
markablefpeechbySirW.Wyndham.  ^  XVL  il/^ 
f age  from  the  King  for  ponuers  to  augment  the  forcer 
in  the  intervals  between  the  two  Parliaments. 
'^  XVIL  Oppo/ttion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Parlia^ 
ment  dijfolved.  §  XVIII.  Dantzici  befieged  by  the 
Ruffians.  §  XIX.  Philipfburgh  takenby  the  French^ 
Don  Carlos  takes  poffefpon  of  Naples.  §  XX.  Battle 
of  Pamui.  ^  XXI.  The  Imperiaiyis  are  again 
worjied  at  Gujlalla.  An  ediSl  in  France  compelling 
the  Britifik  fuhjeSs  in  that  kingdom  to  iniijl  in  the 
French  army.  \  XXIL  New  Parliament  in  Great- 
Britain^  %  XXIII.  Debate  on  a  fubfidy  to  Den-- 
mark.  ^  XXIV.  Petition  of  fame  Scottijh  noble- 
men to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  \  XXV.  Bill  explaining 
^n  aS  of  the  Scottifh  Parliament  touching  wrongmous 
imprifonmefit.  -  §  j^^SNl.  Mifunderftandtng  between 
the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal.     Sir  Johrt  Norris 

t  Jails  with  a  Jlrong  fquadron  to  Lajhon.     §  XXVII. 

Preliminaries  Jigned  by  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 

I.  L  2  Fr^e. 
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'France.     §  XXVIII.   Proceedings  in  PdrJianient. 
•.    ^§  XXIX.  Bill  for  J>reve?iii^g  the  retail  <^  fpiri- 
tuoM  liquors.  Another  for  tie  relief  of  Quakers  in  tie 
article  of  tithes.  §  XXX.  Mortmain  aQ.  &  XXXI. 
Reffiariable  riot  at  Edinburgi.     §  XXXll.  Rup- 
ture  between  the   Czarina  and  the  Ottoman  Porte. 
,§  XXXIIL    The  feffion  of  Parliament  opened  hf 
ccmnuffion.     ^  XXXIV.  Motion  in  both  Htmfes  for 
afettlement  on  the  Prince  of  fFales.     §  XXXV. 
JPterce  debate^on  this  fubje3.     §  XXXVI.  Scheme 
;  by  Sir  Join  Barnard  for  reducing  the  inter efi  of  the 
.  nation^  debt.     &  XXXVII.  Bill  againfi  the  city  of 
Edinburgh.     S  XXXVIIL  Play^houfe  bill. 

ILHTHE    moft    remarkable    incident  that    dif- 
tinguiihed   this  year  in  England    was  a 
>73».    very  uncommoa  inilance  of  filicide ;  an  a6l  of  defpair 
So  frequent  among  the  Englilh,  that  in  other  coun- 
tries it  is  objeded  to  theth  as  a  national  reproach. 
Though  it  may  be  generally  termed  the  eiFedl  of 
Itrnacy  proceeding  from  natural  caufes  operating  on 
the  l),utQan  body,  in  fome  few  inilances  it  feems  to 
have  been  the-  refult  of  cool  deliberation.    Richard 
Smith,  a  bookbinder^  and  priforier  for  debt  within 
.tKo^Ubeniesof  the  KingVBench^  perfuadedhis  wife 
.to.foUow  his  example  in  making  away  with  herfelf, 
~  ^5?er  they  had  murthered  their  litdc  infant.     This 
wretched  pair  were  in  the  month  of  April  found  ' 
hanging  in   their  bed-chamber,    at  about  a  yard's 
diflance.  from  each  other ;  and  in  a  fepaiate  apart- 
m^t  the  child  lay  dead  in  a  cradle.     They  left  two 
papers- enclofcd  in  a  fhort  letter  to  their  landlord, 
4vhoie  kindnefs  they  implored  in  favour  of  their  dog 
aod  cat.     They  even  left  money  to  pay  the  porter 
niHbio  Ihould  carry  the  enclofed  pampers  to  the  perfon 
6>F  whom  they  were  addreiled.     In  one  of  thefc  the 
hwtband  thanked  that  perfon  for  the  marks  of  friend- 
Ihiphc  had  received  at  his  hands;  and  complained 
of*  the  ill  offices  he  had  undergone  from  adifi^erent 
1  quarter. 


G  E  O  R  G  E    IL  '".517 

quarter.    The  other  paper,  tubfcribcd  by  the'  htrf-  c  h  a-p. 
band  and  wife,  contained  the  reafons  which  induced  ^^^l^ 
them  to  a6l  fuch  a  tragedy  on  themfelves  and  their    gygi. 
offtpring.     This  letter  was  altogether  furpnzing  for 
the   calm  refolution,    the  good  humour,    a:nd  the 
propriety  with  which  it  was  written.    They  declared, 
that  they  withdrew  themfelves  from   poverty  *and 
rags ;  e\nl$  that,  through  a  train  of  unlucky  acci- 
dents, were  become  inevitable.   .  They  appealed  to 
their  neighbours  for  the  induftry  with  which  they 
had  endeavoured  to  earn  a  livelihood.     They  jufti- 
fied  the  murther  of  their  child,  by  faj^rtg,  it  was 
iefs  cruelty  to  take  her  with  them,  tnan  to  ItoVe*  her 
friendlefs  in  the  world,  expofed  to  ignorance  and 
mifery.    They  profeflcd  their  belief  and  confidence 
in  an  Almtghty  God,  the  fountain  of  goodnefs  and 
beneficence,  who  could  not  poffibly  take  delight  in 
the  mifery  of  his  creatures :  they,  therefore,  reHgned 
up  their  lives  to  him  without  ^any  terrible  apprdlien- 
fions  ;  fubmitting  themfelves  to  thofe  ways  which, 
in  his  goodnefs,  he  fhould  appoint  after  death.  Thefe 
unfortunate  fuicides  had  been  always  mduftrious  and 
frugal,  invincibly  honeft,  and  remarkable  for  con^ 
jugal  afFedlion. 

^  II.  Truftees  having  been  appointed  by  charter 
to  fuperintend  a  new  fettlement  in  Georgia,  (ituated 
to  the  fouthward  of  Carolina  in  America,  Mr.  Oj^e- 
thorpe,  as. General,  and  Governor  of  the  province, 
embarked  at  Gravefend,  with  a  number  of  poor 
families,  to  plant  that  colony.  The  King  of  Spain 
having  equipped  a  very  powerful  armament,  the  «ftcet 
failed  on  the  fourth  day  of  June  from  the  road-  o£ 
AKcant,  under  the  command  of  the  C5ount  de  Mon- 
temar,  and  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Btirbary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oran,  where  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops  was  landed  without  much  oppoiition.  Ne:At 
day,  however,  they  were  attacked  by  a  numerous 
army  of  Moors,  over  whom'  they  obtained  a  com-*  . 
plete  vl6lory.  The  Bey  or  G<ivemor  of  Oran  im- 
mediately 
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B  p^  0  KtiiWiiately  retired  with  his^  garf ifon,  and-  the  5m-^ 
^  ,^^- .   riKtfdstoofc  poflfefik>n"of  Ac^p 

^^"Jy^T^  hid  J)eeh  ciAveh  m'thc  year  ottt  .tbdufand:  ima:  :faua« 
'  di^edaiid  eight.-  The  ftrong-fort 'tff  Maadaqobw 
was  likewife  furrendered.  to  the  Jvadtert^  at  th^^ficft 
fummbns ;  To  that  this '  ttptditim  an^eved  ail  tbe 
views  wirfi  which  it  had'be^n  projet^eds  :Vi£lor 
Aitiadfiu^,  the  abdi^ted  Kihg  of -Sardiida^  .baviog, 
at  the  ihftigatiori  of  his  wife,  engaged  Inibme  in-% 
'  trigue^,  in  order  to  re-»f€«nd  th«  ibfone/^hia  foa, 
the  reigning  King,  ordered  his  perfoatobe  feoed 
at'  Montcalier,  and  conveyed  to  -  Rivtdi;  under-  a 
ftrong  efcort.  His  wife,  the  Marchion^fe  dfc  Spi^gno, 
was^ondiiAed  to  Seva.  The  old  King's  confetibr^ 
his  phyfician,  and  eight-and-forty  pcrfons  of  di(* 
ttntSioti'  were  imprifoned.  The  citadel  of  Turini 
viris  fecured  with  a  ftrong  garrifon  ;  and  new  inftrucS 
lions  li^ere  given  to  the  Governor  and  fenate  of 
CSiambiixTi.  ^  The  difpute  which  had  long  fubfifted 
between'  the  King  of  Pruflk  and  the  young  Prince 
of  Orangef,  touching  the  fucceilion  to  the  eilates 
poiftjfffed  by  King  William  III.  as  head  of  thcHoufo 
of  Orange,  was  at  laft  accommodated  by  a  formal 
treaty  figried  at  Berlin  and  Dicriri.  The  Dutch 
•wcrejgreafly  atermcd  about  this  time  with  an  appre^ 
heniioft  or  being  overwhelmed  by  an  iniuxlation/ 
occafion^d  by  worms,  which  were  faidta -have  coA-i 
fumed  the  p^es  and  timber-work  that  fupp^rted  itl^ir 
dykes.  Tney  praved  and  fafted  wnth  ujictanniott 
teal;  m  terror  of  this  calamity,  which  '<bey  did  not 
know  how  to  avert  in  any  other  n^uiner;  Ar  length 
they  were  delivered  from  their  f^arf  ^y  a  hard  froft, 
which  eflfedtually  deftroyed  thofe  dangerous  animals. 
About  this  tithe,  Mr.  Dieden,  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  Eledtor  of  Hanover,  rece^ved^  iil  the  name  of 
hisi  mafter^  the  ihveftiture  of  Bremen  atid  Yerdeu 
firom  the  hands  of  the  Empetoji^.  • 

'  ^  in.  The  hiftory  of  England  at  this  period  c^- 
not  be  very  iutereflingj^  as  it  tW^fly  toofifts  in  an 

annual 


ammkir^hidqn  'ofridebai^s  in .  Fariiameat«  ^  .plf^rK^i^.A^P:^ 

cw^t>QLtiHi<&(T»S  fubj«ifts.:.'*Whpn  t&  fcfliqa^w*^ 
QpcAfdcmithe  tfixiMlitk  4ay  of  j^uaiy^  dv^  I^^ 

and  .abicMi  cendcs^' it  jiimeceflk^^  foF  hinc^  to  lay. 
before  thd  two  HpufisA-  tny  other  feafons  for  calling 
thcm:tx>geldbcr^  :^t  the  ordujary  j^ifpatch  of  tb^ 
publidc.  bafine£iKiWd  his  defire  of  receiving  .their 
^d^ce  induch.afiairs  as  Ibould  reqxiire  t;h&care  anjcC 
confidemtton  of  P^liament*    The  motioa  made  ja. 
idie.Houfe  of  Commons  £cx  an;  addrcfs  of  .ttmnks 
impboc^  dbat  they  -ftonld-  ei^reJls  their  fiui^fadioa. 
at  ckcrpcefeM  liquation  of  afters  bodii  arhome  ami 
abtoad.    The  tnotioh  i¥as  carried,  notwithftuding 
the  oppofitioii  of  thofe  whoobferved>  that  the,  na^oo 
had  imy  Utde  reafon  to  be  pleafed  ^ith  the  pn»fe^ 
poftureof  aftiurs;  that  the  French  weie  employ^ 
m  i6n£fing  and  reiloring  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk^ 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  mod  folemn  tlcatiQaf 
that  the  Brittih  merchants  had  received  no  recbeia 
ibr  the;  .depredations  committed  by  the  Spanimb; 
that  the  commerce  of  England  daily  decreafed.;^  that 
no  fort  of  trade  throve  but  the  traffick  of 'Change^ 
Aliey^  where  the  moft  abominable  frauds  were  prapr 
tifed;.and  that  every  ieilioa of  Parliament  opened ,4 
new  fcene  of  villany  and  impoiitioa 

J  IV.  The  penfion  bill  was  (Mice  awefevived^ 
loft  again  in  the  Houfe  cf  Peers.  ^  All  the  rea^ 
foos  formerly  advanced  againil  a  ftandingarmy  wera 
now  repeated;  and  a  reduction  of  the  nuinber.  uw 
filicd  upon  with  luch  warmth,  that  the  minifterisd 
party,  were,  obliged  to  have  aeconrfe  to  the  old^u^^ 
torn:  of,  the  Pretender.  Sir -Archer  Cioft  la^d  a 
contixmation  of  the  iame  number  of  forces  was  thV 
more  neoeiSary^.  becaule,  to  hia  knowiedge^  Popery; 
was  incveafing  very  &i&  in  the  *  country  $  for, .  in  ona 
pabih  which  he  knew,  there  were  fcven  >popi(h 
pridlau;^.  and  that  the  danger  from  the  Pretend(^r  wajf^ 

the 
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S  o  o  K^hemcrtieto  be  feaiKd,  bed&ufe  they^  did:  not'  Vstem 
^^'     but  ;he  wss  then  breeding  his  ion  a  Pretaftsnt.  j&r 

^""^J^J^Rdbort  Walpole  d^fervcd,  that  a  red«K9ionnx)£  the 
9ffM  tvM  the  chief  thin|  wiihedfar  and^efiiiedLby 
nil  the  jfacobites  in  the  lungdomr  that  no  rodndiion 
l>ad^ever  been  made  but  ^at  gave.£re<hliopeff  to 
Y^MU:  pafty,  /and  encouraged  them  to  ivife  tmnuks 
agaifift  the  government ;  and  he  did  not  doobt  but 
thatj  if  they  fhould  refolve  to  teduce  any  part  of  the 
army,  there  would  be  poft-^iorfes  employed  that  very 
night  to  carry  the  good  news  beyond  fea  to.  the  Pre- 
tender. His  brother  Horatio  added,  that  the  num-* 
ber  -ctf"  troopd  then  propofed  was  absolutely  neccffiury 
to  fupport  his  Majefty  s  ^OTemment,  and  would  be 
ytecefliiry  as  lone  *as  the  nation  enjoyed  the  happi* 
liefi  of  having  the  prefent  illuftrious  tfiunily  on  tke 
throne.  The  futility,  the  feIf-contradi£tion,  and  the 
ridiculous  abfurdity  of  thefe  fuggeflions  were. pro- 
perly expofed  i  neverthelefi,  thei  army  was  voted 
without  any  redu(Stion.  Sir  Wilfred  Lawfon  hairing 
made  ^  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  i^ing,  to  know 
vrhat  fatisia^lion  had  been  made  by  Spain  ior  die 
deprekktions  committed  on  the  Britiih.  merchants, 
it  was  ^fter  a  violent  debate  approved,  and  the  ad- 
drefs pFcfented,  The  King  in  anfwer  to  this  re-, 
fnoniin^nce  gave  them  to  uhderftand,  that  the  meet- 
ing of  the  commiflaries  of  the  two  Crowns  had  been 
•fo  long  <ferayed  by  unforefeen  accidents,  that  the 
oonfeFences  were  not  opened  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
piecfeding  February  :  and  that  as  tlje  Courts  of  Lion- 
don  and  Madrid  had  agreed  that  the  term  of  three 
years  ftipulated  for  finifhing  the  conimii&on  ihonld 
be  computed  from  their  firft  meeting,  a  perfed  ac- 
l!ount'  m  fbcir  proceedings  could  not  as  yet  .be  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  A  bill  had  been 
long 'depending  for  granting,  encouragement  to  the 
fugarKTolonics  in  the  Weft^Indies.;  but,  as  it  was 
founded  upon  a  prohibition  that  would  have  put  a 
ftop  t^  aU  commeroe  between  the  French  illands 

and 
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heut.'  Bat  tbe  bill  being  patronifed  and^i^^pciMed 
bj  the  CouBt  intereft^  ^rmouxkted  «U  obje^oM; 
and  afbmards  peflcd  into  a  lai^>  Whik  thenC^pii- 
nlQiiff^diheratcd  i^pon  the  iitpply,  Sic  Bebeit  Wei- 
pole  nunrod,  that  five  hundred  thonfaiid  '  pounds 
ihould  be.iffiied  out  of  the  finking-fund  fertbe^fer- 
vice  of  the  enfuing  year.  Sir  William  WyndhaxD^ 
Mr.  Pulteney^  and  Sir  John  Bai^nard>  eocpatiated 
iipon^  the  iniquity  oi  pillaging  a  ftcred'depofit^fe- 
lemnly  ^propmted  to  die  tliicharge  of  the  nat^iQal 
debt.  They  ought  have  demonftiated  the  .egregiow 
folly  of  a  meafure,  by  \fthich  the  pubjick,  fol^>  litlSe 
temporary  eafe,  loft  the  advantage  of  tho  accunw- 
lating  intereft  which  would  have  arifi^n  fronn  a^t 
iinkin^^fund  if  properly  managed  and  ceferved.  All 
ol^(Sbons  vaniihed  before  the  powers  of  miniAeni^ 
influence,  which  nothing  now  could  check  but  the< 
inunediate  danger  of  popular  conunodon*  SiA^h 
hazarddus  interpoiidon  adbially  defeated  a  fdieme 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  miaifter>  and  even 
before  its  appearance  alarmed  all  the  tnu^ng  part  of 
thenadon. 

^V.  Tite  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf-  into  a 
committee^  to  deliberate  upon  the  moft  proper  me* 
thods  for  the  better  fecuhty  and  improvement  of 
the  duties  and  revenues  charged  upon  tobacco  and 
wines,  all  the  papers  relating  to  thefe  duties  were 
fubraitted  to  die  perufal  of  the  members :  the  Com** 
miffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  and  £xciie  were :  ordered 
to  attend  the  Houie,  the  avenues  of  which  wore 
crowded  with  multitudes  of  peopk ;  and  the  mdria-^ 
bers  in  the  oppolitkin  waited  impatiently  for  a  'mkv- 
pofal,  invwhioi  they  thought  the  liberdes  of  weir 
country  fo  deeply  interefied.  in .  a  wordy  there;  told 
been  a  call  of  the  Houfe  on  the  preceding  dAy« 
The  fei&on  was  frequent  aad  full ;  and  bom  li^ 

appeared 
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WPP  f^appMrCfd  read7 and  eager  €or  the  cont^dft  tebeorStr 
^^J*^  R(*ert<  Walpok  broached  1hs<  dcfi^v    He  toot  ncv; 
«^^    tke  of  tbe  arts  which  had  beiin  u£ai  t»  pre^wkke 
the  pe6ple  againft  his  ^lan  befbre  it  m^^lmcMBm 
He  affirmed  thjit  ifhe  clamours  occaiioiied  -  by  thefe 
prejudices  had  origthaUy  rifen  from  fmogglers  aod 
frcLudulenf  desilers^  who  had  enriched  tkemfelveff  b]^ 
cheating  the  publick ;  and  that  thefe  had  beeiiftrenu'. 
«ilty  affii^ed  and  fuppbrted  by  another  fetof  n«en, 
f6ind*<rf  ^vety  opportunity  to  ftir.  up  the  people  erf 
Oreat-Britain  to  mutiny  and  fedftion.    He  expa^ 
tinted  on  the  frauds  that  were  committed  ^in  tiiat 
branch  of  the  revenue  ariiing  from  the  'duties  on 
tobacco ;  upon  the  hardihips  to  which  the  Aniericaa 
planters  were  fubje6ted  by  the  heavy  duties  payable 
i>h  importation,  as  well  ae  by  the  ill  «fwe  they  had 
met  with  from  their  factors  and  corre^ndents  in 
England,  who,  from  being  their  fenrants  were  now 
become  their  mailers;  upon  the  injury  done  ta  the 
fair  trader;  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  publickwith 
refpeA  to  the  revenue.     He  aflferted  that  the  fcheme 
he  was  about  to'propofe  would  remove  all  tfaefb  in- 
conveniences, prevent  numberfefs  frauds,  pei^uhea; 
and  falfe  entries,  and  add  two  or  three <l)undred  thou-^ 
fand  pounds  per  annum  to  the  publick  revenue/  He 
entered  into  a  long  detail  of  frauds  pradHfcd'by  the 
kns^vifh  dealers  in  thofe  commodities :  he.  recited  the 
feveral  a6ts  of  Parliaments  that  related  to  the*  duties 
6n  wine  and  tobacco :  he  declared  he  had  no  inteo^ 
tion  to  promote  a  general  excife  :  h6  endeavoured  to 
obviate  fome  objedions  that  might 'be  ntaddto.fais 
piari,  the  nature  of  which  he  at  lenqgdi  explained. 
He  propofed  to  join  the  laws  of  ExcKe  to  thofe  of 
tint  Cuftoms :    that-  the  further  fubfidy  ijof  three 
^irthings  per  pound  charged  upon  in^ported  tsdbacco 
{hbiild  be  ft  ill  levied  at  the  Cuiloni  Houfe^  and 
p&yable  to  his  Majefty's  civil-lift  as  hecetaibm :  rfwtt 
tli^n  the  t^acco  ihould  be  lodged  in  warehoufed, 
to- be  appointed  for  that  purpo^  by thtCommif-* 
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fioners  of  the  Excife :  that  the  keeper  of  each  5Mre-c 
boafis^  appointed  likewife  by  the  CommiilidiierSy 
iboidd  have  one  lock  and  key,  and  the  merchant*  ^^7»u7 
importer  have  another :  a|id  that  the  tobacco  (houid 
be  thus  fecured  until  the  merchant  (hould  6nd  vent 
far  it,  either  by  exportation  or  home  confumption : 
that  the  part  deiigned  for  exportation  ihould  be 
weighed  at  the  Ci^m  Houfe,  difcharged  of  the 
three  ferthings  per  pound  which  had  been  paid  at 
ks  iirA  importation,  and  then  exported  without 
farther  trouble ;  that  the  portion  deftined  forborne 
confumption  ihould,  in  prefence  of  the  warehpufe* 
keeper^,  be  delivered  to  the  purchafer,  upon  hia 
fieyuig  the  inland  duty  of  four-pence  per  poutui 
wieigbt,.  to  the  proper  c&cer  appointed  to  receive  it-i 
by  which  means  the  merchant  would  be  eafed  of 
the  inconvenience  of  paying  the  duty  upon  impor* 
tation,  or  of  granting  bonds  and  finding  fureties 
fot^the  payment^  before  he  had  found  a  market  for 
the  commodity;  that  all  penalties. and  forfeitures, 
fo  far  as  they  formerly  belonged  to  the  Crown,  (hould 
fgir  the  future  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  publick : 
that  appeals  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  x>ther  cafes  re-  . 
latipg  to  the  excife,  (hould  be  heard  and  determined 
by  two  or  three  of  the  Judges,  to  be  named  by  his 
Majefty ;  and  in  the  country,  by  the  Judge  of  aflize 
upon  the  next  circuit,  who  (hould  hear  and  deter- 
mine  fuch  appeals  in  the  moft  fimimary  manner, 
without  the  formality  of  jx^oceedings  in  courts  of  law 
^  equity. 

^  VL  Such  was  the  fubfbince  of  the  famous  excife 
fcheme,  in  favour  of  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
{noved,  that  the  duties  and  fubfidies  on  tobacco 
ihould  frpm  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Juiie 
ccafc  and  determine.  The  debate  whicn  enfued 
was  numaged  and  maintained  by  all  the  able 
ipeakers  on  both  ildes  of  the  quefiion.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Perty,  member  f« 
the  city  of  Lpndon*    Sir  Paul  Methuen  joined  in 
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•BOO  Kthe  oppolition.     Sir  John  Barnard,  another   repw- 
'^-     Tentative  of  London,  diftinguifhcd  himfelf  in   the 
jy^2.    farne  caufe.     He  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Paltcney, 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  other  paftriots.     The 
'    fcheme  was  efpotifed  by  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  appointed 
Lord-.(phief-Juftice  of  the  King's-Bench,    and  en- 
nobled in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year.    Sir  Jofcph 
Jekyll  approved  of  the  projeft,  which  was  likewife 
^renuoufly  defended  by  Lord  Hervey,  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon,    Sir  William  Yonge,  Mr.  Pelham,    and 
Mr.  Winnington,  which  Jaft  excelled  all  his  contem- 
poraries   o(   the  miniftry  in   talents   and'  addrefs. 
Thofe  who  argued  againft  the  fcheme  accufed  the 
minifter  of  having  mifreprefcnted    the  frauds,  and 
made  falfe  calculations.     With  refpeft  to  the  fup- 
pofed  hardfhips  under  which  the  planters  were  faid 
to  labour,  they  affirmed  that  no  planter  had  ever 
dreamed  of  complaining,  until  inmgatcd  by  letters 
and  applications  from  London :  that  this  fcheme, 
'far  from   relieving  the  planters,,  would  cxpofe  the 
factors  to  fuch  grievous  oppreffion,  that  they  would 
not  be  able  to  continue  the  trade,  confcquently  the 
planters  would  be  entirely  ruined ;  and,  after  all,  it 
would  not  prevent  thofe  frauds  againft  which  it  was 
faid  to  be  provided :  that  from  the  examinarioa  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms,  it  appeared  that 
thofe  frauds  did  not  exceed  forty  thoufand  pounds 

f>er  annum,  and  might  in  a  great  mcafurc  be  abo- 
ifhed,  by  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  in  being ; 
confequently  this  fcheme  was  unneceflary,  would  be 
ineffecftual  in  augmenting  the  revenue,  deflruAive 
to  trade,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jeftj  as  it  tended  to  promote  a  general  excife,  which 
was  in  all  countries  confidered  as  a  grievous  op- 
preffion. They  fuggefted  that  it  woud  produce  an 
additional  fwarm  of  excife-dfficcrs,  and  warehoufe- 
keepers;  'appointed  and  paid  by  the  treafury,  *fo  as 
to  multiply  the  dependents  on  the  Crown,  and  ena- 
ble it  ftili  further  to  iofluencc  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions 5 
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tions:  that  the  traders  would  become  flkves.  toCHAP. 
excifemen  and  warehoufe-keepers,  as  they  would  be  .  ^• 
debarred  all  acccfs  to  their  commodities,  ejccept  at  ly^*^ 
certain  hours,  when  attended  by  thofe  officers :  that 
the  merchant,  for  every  quantity/  of  tobacco  he 
could  fell,  would  be  obliged  to  make  a  journey,  or 
fend  a  meflenger  to  the  office  for  a  permit,  which 
could  not  be  obtained  without  trouble,  expeiice, . 
and  delay :  and  that  (hould  a  law  be  enacted  in 
confequence  of  this  motion,  it  would  in  all  proba^ 
biUty  be  fome  time  or  other  ufed  a3  a  precedent  for 
introducing  excife  laws  into  every  branch  of  the 
revenue ;  in  which  cafe  the  liberty  of  Great-Britain 
would  be  no  more.  In  the  courfe  of  this  debate. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  took  notice  of  the  multitudes 
which  had  befct  all  the  approaches  to  the  Houfe. 
He  faid  it  would  be  an  eafy  talk  for  a  deJSgning  fe» 
ditious  perfon  to  raife  a  tumult  and  diforder  among 
them  :  that  gentlemen  might  give  them  what  name 
they  fhould  thinly  fit,  and  affirm  they  were  come  a$ 
humble  fuppliants;  but  he  knew  whom  the  law 
called  fturdy  beggars :  and  thofe  who  brought  them 
to  tliat  place  could  not  be  certain  but  that  they 
might  behave  in  the  fame  ^nanne^.  This  inlinuation 
was  refented  by  Sir  John. Barnard,  who  obferved- 
that  merchants  of  charadter  had  a  right  to  come  down 
to  the  Court  of  Requefts,  and  lobby  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  order  to  folicit  their  friends  and 
acquaintance  againft  any  fcheme  or  proje<ft  which 
they  might  think  prejudicial  to  their  commerce: 
thut  when  he  came  into  the  Houfe,  he  faw  none 
but  fuch  as  defcrved  the  appellation  of  fturdy  beg- 
gars as  little  as  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf, 
or  an}  gendeman  whatever.  After  a  wami  difputeAii.i739. 
the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixty-one 
voices.  Several  refolutions  were  founded  on  tba 
pi;opofal :  and  to  theie  the  Houfe  agreed,  though 
not  without  another  violent  conteft.  The  refolutions 
produced  a  bill,  againft  which  petitions  were  pre-, 
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Itooitfcrred  by  the  Lord*jVfayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
^*-  tnon-Council  of  London,  the  city  of  Ctrrcntrjr 
■^j^and  Notticigham.  A  motion  was  made  that'  coun- 
^ielfhould  he  heard  for  the  city  of  London  t  bu^  it 
was  rejeded  by  the  majority,  and  the  petitions  ^crc 
drdered  to  he  upon  the  table.  Had  the  minifter 
encountered  no  oppofition  but  that  which  tippfered 
within  doon^  his  prqc<ft  would  harie  certaitny  been 
carried  into  execution :  but  the  whole  iiatibri  was 
alarmed  and  clanioured  loudly  againft  the  excife^ 
bill.  Tlie  populace  dill  crowded  around  Weftmin^ 
ilep-hally  blocking  up  all  the  arenues  to  the  Houfe 
of  Conimons.  They  even  infulted  the  perfons  of 
thofe  members  who  had  voted  for  the  nxiiultry  on 
this  occafion ;  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  began  to  be 
^  in  fear  of  his  life.  He,  therefore,  thought  proper 
to  drop  the  deiign,  by  moving  that  the  fislcond'rcad- 
ing  of  the  bill  might  be  poflponed  till  the  twelfth 
day  of  June.  Then,  com[daint  being^  made  of  the 
infolence  of  the  populace,  who  had  maltreated  feve- 
ral  members,  divers  refolutions  were  taken  againft 
thofe  tumultuous  crowds,  and  their  abettors ;  thefe- 
r^folves  were  communicated  to  the  Lrord-Mayor  of 
London,  the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex,  and  the  Hi^^ 
bailiff  of  Weftminifter.-  Some  individuals  were 
apprehended  in  the  Court  of  Requefts,  as  having^ 
fomented  the  dillurbances ;  but  they  were  foon 
releafed.  The  mifcarriage  of  the  bill  was  celebrated 
with  publick  rejoicings  in  London  and  Weftininfter; 
and  the  miniftcr  was  burned  in  effigy  by  the  popu- 
lace. After  the  mifcarriage  of  the  exeife  fcheme, 
the  Houfe  unahimoully  relolved  to  inquire  into  the 
frauds  and  abufes  in  the  Culloms ;  and  a  committecr 
of  twenty-one  perfons  was  chofen  by  ballot  for  this* 
purpofe. 

§  VIL  The  fubfequent  debates  of  this  felRon 
were  occafioned^  by  a  bill  to  prevent  the  infamous 
practice  of  ftock-jobbing,  whicn  with  great  difficulty 
made  its  way  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  who  propofed' 
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feme  am^pdments,  in  cohfequence  of  which  it  wasCH  A  P. 
Uudail^e;  and  fucceeded  by  another  billcftablilhing^^[v^ 
a  lottery^,  to  r^fe  iive  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  y^^ 
the  relief  of^  thofe  who  had  fuffered  by  the  charitabU 
corporation.  After  having  undergone  fome  alterair 
tion^  it.  paifed  throueh  both  Hpufes,  and  obtained 
the  Royal  ailent.  The  King,  by  beflageto  ParH^ 
ament^liad  lignified  his  intention  to  give  tbe.Frinceld 
Rayal  in  aurriage  to  the  Prince  of  Orange^.promifn 
ing.  himfelf  their  concurrence  and  ailiiUnce^.  that 
he  might  iie  enabled  to  beftow  fuch  a  portion  with 
his  e|deil  daughter  as  ihould  be  fuitable  to  the  oc- 
cafioa.  The  Commons  immediately  refolved^  that 
out  of  the.  monies  arifing  from  the  .fak  of  lands  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  ChriftiMphflr's,  his  Majefiy  (hould 
be  empowered  to  apply  feurfcore  thouf^d  pou|ids> 
as  a  marriage  dower  for  hjs  daughter.;  and  a  claufe 
for  this  purpofe  was  inferted  in  the  bill^  for  enabling 
his  Majeily  to  apply  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  the  ifinking-fund  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  current 
year;,,/';,\./   -•    .    ". 

.  ^.:VIIL  The  oppofition  in  the  Hpufe  of  Lords 
was  itill  more  ammated^  though  ineffe<^ua].  The 
dieb^tes  chiefly  turned  upon  th$  penfion^bill^  the 
number  of  land-forces^  and.  a  motion  made  by 
Lord  Bathurft  for  an  account  of  the  produce  of 
the  foifeitpd  eftates  which  had  belonged  to  the  di-  ' 
redlgrs  of  t^^  South*fea  Company.  The  trudees 
for  thefeyetjt^tes  had  charged  themfelves  with  a 
great  ium  of  ixioney^  and  the  Lords  in  the  oppofi* 
tion  thought  they  had  a  right  to  know  how  it  had 
been  difppfed.  The  mihiftry  had  reaibns  to  flifle 
this  inquiry;,  and,  therefore,  oppofed  it  with  all 
their  vigour.  .  Neverthelefs,  the  motion  was  carried, 
aiter  a  warm  difpute,  and  the  diredlors  of  the  South- 
fea^  Company  wfsre  x)rdered  to  lay  the  accounts  before 
the  Houfe.  From  this,  it  appeared  that  the  large 
fMms  of  money  arifing  from  tne  forfeited  eftates  had 
bi^en  diflhbuted  among. the  pipprietprs,  by  way  6f 
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BOO  Kdividend,  even  before  recouffc  tras  had  to  Parlia- 
,11-     ment  for  directions  in  what  manner  that  produce 

^"^"JJ^J^flieuW  be  applied :  Lord  Bathurft,  thdrefore,  mo- 
red  for  a  refolution  of  the  Hoafej  that  ^e  difpctfal 
of  this  money  by  way  of  dividend,  without  any 
order  or^re^on  of  a  general  court  for  that  pur- 
.  pofe,  was  a  violation  of  the  2l&  of  Parliament  made- 
for  the  difpofal  thereof,  and  a  manifeft  injuftice  dcMie 
to  the  proprietors  of  that  ftock.  The  Duke  of  New*- 
caftle,  in  order  to  gain  time,  moved,  that  as  the* 
account  was  confufed,  and  almoft  unintelligibley 
the  prefent  direftors  of  the  company  mi^t  be  of- 
dered  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  further  and  tnorr 
diftinft  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
had  been  difpofed.  A' violent  conteft  enfued,  in 
the  courfc  of  which  the  Houfe  divided;  and  of  fifty« 
feven  Peers  who  voted  for  the  delay,  forty-fix  were- 
fuch  as  enjbyed  preferment  in  the  Ghurch,  com- 
millions  in  the  army,  or  civil  employments  under 
the  government.  At  length  Lord  ^thurft  waved- 
his  motion  for  that  time :  then  the  Hotife  ordered' 
that  the  prefent  and  former  diredors  of  the  Soudi- 
fta  Company,  together  with  the  late  in(^>edors  of 
their  accounts,  Ihould  attend  and  be  -  examined. 
They  were  accordingly  interrogated,  and  gave  fo 
little  fatisfa6lion,  that  Lord  Bathurft  moved  for*  a 
committee  of  inquiry ;  but  the  queftion  being  put, 
was  carried  in  the  negative  :  yet  a  very  ftrong  pro- 
teft  was  entered  by  the  Lords  in  the  oppodlition. 
The  next  fubjeft  of  altercation  was  the  bill  for 
mifapplying  part  of  the  produce  of  the  finking-fund. 
It  was*  attacked  with  all  the  force  pf  argument^ 
wit*,  and  declamation  by  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  Lords. 
Bathurfl  and  Carteret,  and  particularly  by  the  Earf 
of  Chefterfield,  who  had  by  this  time  rengned  his 
ftaff  of  Lord-Stewar<J  of  the  Houfehold;  and  rc- 
notmced  all  connexion  with  the  miniftry.  Lord 
Bathurft  moved  for  a  refolution,  importing  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  tlie  finking-fund  ought 

for 
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for  the  futwrt  to  he  applied,  ii>  ume  of  pe^e  .wdc  «  ap. 
pitNMi  tr^oquiHrty,  to   th^  redppnption  of  tiw^^^^J^;^ 
t^ws  w)M$!ii.!W^re  ijioft  pnijudicial  to  the  t^uidci  ^1733.  - 
XqaA  iKHtiieiifome  on  the  manufa^ares,  and  tnot^ 
tpprotfivron  the  ppof  q£  the  oation.    This  nudcioix 
wm  ottTHuU^y  '§»d  the  bill  ^doptfBd  hf  the  nuyo* 
lity«     Qm  t^e  «Hventh  day  pf  June^  the  King  gave 
tbt  K^^  iiient  ta  the  bill^  that  wQre  prepared^  and 
ftoiM^e  '{esffioa  with  a  fpeech,  in  whi<;h  he  took 
tlttior  of  sfhe  wicj^ed  endeavours  that  had  been  latdy 
llftd  t^ijiflame  the  minds  of  the  people^  by  themp^ 
wnjuft  mifkeprefcQtations. 

r-'^*^^.  Europe  was  now  re^j^ivolved  in  fireAi  trou-^ 
]^$»  by  a  vacancy  on  the  throne  of  Poland.  Au- 
gufiua  died  at  Warfaw  w  the  end  of  January^  fifl^ 
the  neighbouring  powers  were  immedifitely  in  corpr 
inf>tiofi.  The  EJe^or  pf  Saxony,  fop  to  the  Jatp 
Kifi^9  and  j^taniflausj  whofe  daughter  was  married 
to  the  French  Monarch,  -declared  thenifelve|5  candid 
^tes  for  the  Polifh  throne.  Th?  Emperor,  thjs 
iOeftrina,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  efpoufed  the  in- 
ttj^tiH^  of  tlie  Saxon  :  the  King  of  France  fupported 
]^  pretenfions  of  his  father-^^Ln-law.  The  foreign 
Hdinifters  at  Warfaw  forthwith  began  to  form  in^- 
tnguei  9niong  the'£le6lor$ :  the  Marquis  de  Monti^ 
Ambaflador  from  France,  exerted  himfelf  fo  fuccefs- 
fully,  that  he  foon  gained  over  the  primate,  and 
a  majority  of  the  Catholick  diejines,  to  the  interefts 
i>f  Staniflaas ;  while  the  Imperial  and  Ruffian  troops 
^iiiv<f^d  on  the  frontiers  o(  Poland.  The  French 
King  np  fooner  underilood  that  a  body  of  the  Em- 
peror's f<»rces  was  encai^nped  at  Silelia^  than  he 
fprdenpd  the  Duke  of  Berwick  to  aflemble  an  army 
^  the,  Rhine,  and  take  meafures  for  entering  Ger- 
^nany,  in  cafe  the  Imperialifts  fliould  march  onto 
i^oland.  A  French  fleet  fet  fail  for  Dantzick,  whije 
l^taniflaus  tmvelled  through  Germany  in  difguife  to 
Poland^  :^i^d  concealed  tumfelf  in  the  h^ufe  of  the 
^ench  Ainbaflador  at  Warfaw.  As  the  day  pf 
VOL.  II,  Mm  eleftion 
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BOOK  election    approached,    the    Imperial,  RufHan,  and 
^**      Pruffian  minifters  delivered  in  their  feveral  declara- 

^^^^^^tions,  by  way   of  proteft  againll   the    contingent 
ele6Hon  of  Stanillaus,  as  a  perlbn  profciibed,  dif- 
qualified,    depending    upon  a  foreign   power,  and 
cpnne6led  with  tlie  Turki,  and  other  infidels.     The 
Ruflian  General  Lafci  entered  Poland  at  the  head 
of  fifty  thoufand  men  :  the  diet  of  the  eledion  was 
opened  with  the  ufual  ceremony  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  A\igul>.     Prince  Vielazowiki,  chief  of  the 
Saxon   interelt,  retired   to  the    other    fide   of  the 
Viftula,  with   three  thoufand  men   including  fome 
of  the  nobility  who  adhered  to  that  party.     Never- 
thelefs,  the  primate  proceeded  to  the  eledion  :  Sta- 
niilaus  was  unanimoully  chofen  King ;  and  appeared 
in  the  electoral  field,  where  he  was  received   with 
loud  acclamations.     The   oppofite  party   foon  in- 
crealed   to  ten  thoufand  men ;  proteftcd  againft  the 
clc(ition,  and  joined   the  KuHian  army,  which  ad- 
vanced by  fpeedy  marches.     King  Stanillaus  finding 
himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  fuch  adverfaries,  retired 
with'  the  primate  and  French  Ambaflador  to   Dant- 
zick  leaving  the  Palatine  of  Kiow  at  Warfaw.     This 
General  attacked  the  Saxon  palace,  which   was  fur- 
-    rendered  upon  terms  r  then  the  foldicrs  and  inhabi- 
tants plundered  the  houfes  belonging  to  the  grandees 
who  had  declared  for  Auguftus,  as  well  as  the  hotel 
of  the  RuHian   miriiftcr.     In  the  mean  time,  the 
Poles,  who  had  joined  the  Muicovites,  finding  it 
impracticable  to  pafs  the  ViftuU  before  the  expira- 
tion  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  feflion  of  the  diet, 
erected  a  kelo  at  Cracow,  where  the  Elector   of 
Saxony  was  chofen  and  proclaimed,    by  the  Bilhop 
of   Cracow,  King  of  Poland,   under  the  name  of 
Auguftus  III.  on  the  fixth  day  of  06tober,     They 
afterwards    palled  the  river,  and   tlie  Palatine    of 
Kiow  retiring  towards  Cracow,  they  took  polleflSon 
of  Warlaw,  where  in  their  turn  they  plundered  the 
palaces  and  houfes  belonging  to  the  oppofite  party. 
6  ,     ^  §  X. 
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^  X.  Diifing  thefe  tranfa6Hons,  the  French  Kingc  hap. 
concluded  a  treaty  with  Spain  and  Sardinia,  by  ^• 
.which  thofe  powers  agreed  to  declare  war  againll  j^^j 
the  Emperor.  Manifeftos  were  publilhed  recipro- 
cally by  all  the  contradling  powers.  The  Duke'  of 
Berwick ,  pafled  the  Rhine  in  OAober,  and  under- 
took the  liege  of  fort  Kehl,  which  in  a  few  days  was 
fyrrendered  on  capitulation :  then  he  repalied  the 
river,  and  returned  to  Verfailles.  Th^  King  of 
Sardinia  having  declared  war  againll  the  Emperor, 
joined  a  body  of  French  forces  commanded  by 
Marefchal  de  Villars,  and  drove  the  Imperialifts  out 
of  the  Milanefe.  His  Imperial  Majelly  dreading 
the  efFecls  of  fuch  a  powerful  confederacy  againlt 
him,  offered  to  compromife  all  differences  with  the 
crown  of  Spain,  under  the  mediation  of  the  King 
of  Great-Britain ;  and  Mr.  Keene,  the  Britifh  Mi- 
nifter  at  Madrid;  propofed-  an  accommodation. 
Philip  exprelled  his  acknowledgements  to  the  King 
of  Englajid,  declaring,  however,  that  the  Emperor's 
advances  were  too  late- ;  and  that  his  own  refolutions 
were  already  taken.  Neverthelefs,  he  fent  orders  to 
the  Count  de  Montijo,  his  Amballkdor  at  London, 
to  communicate  to  his  Britannick  Majefty  the  mo- 
tives which  had  induced  him  to  take  thefe  refolu- 
tions. In  the  mean  time  he  detached  a  powerful 
armament  to  Italy,  where  they  inverted  the  Impe- 
rial fortrefs  of  Aula,  the  garrifon  of  which  was 
obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 
The  republick  of  Venice  /declared  (he  would  take 
no  Ihare  in  the  difputes  of  Italy  :  the  !^tates-Gene- 
ral  lighed  a  neutrality  with  the  French  King  for  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands,  without  confulting  the  Em- 
peror or  the  King  of  Great-Britain ;  and  the  Englilh 
councib  feemed  to  be  altogether  pacifick. 

§  XI.  In  November  the  Prince  of  Orange  arrived 
at  Greenwich,  in  order  to  efpoufe  the  Princefs 
Royal :  but  the  marriage  was  poftpioned  on  account 
of  ills  being  taken  ill ;  and  he  repaired  to  Bath  in 

MM  2  Somcr- 


fe32  HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND. 

Boo  KSomerfetfhire,  to  drink  the  water  for  the  recovery 
n.      of  his  ftrength.     Henrietta,  the  young  t)uchefs  of 

^"^C^T^  Marlborough,  dying  about  this  rime,  the  title  de- 
volved to  her  fifter*s  fon,  the  Eari  of  Sunderland. 
Lord  King  refigning  his  office  of  Chancellor,  it  was 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Talbot,  Solicitor-General,  to- 
gether with  the  title  of  Baron ;  a  promotion  that 
reflefted- honour  upon  thofe  by  whom  it  was  adA^ifed. 
He  poflefftd  the  fpirit  of  a  Roman  fenator,  the  ele- 
gancie   of  an   Atticus,  and  the  integrity  of  a  Cato- 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament  in   January,  the 
King  told  them,  in  his  fpeech,  that  though  he  was 
no  way  engaged  in  the  war  which  had  begun  to  rage 
in  Europe,  except  by  the  good  offices  he  had  em- 
ployed among  the  contending  powers,  he  could  not 
lit  regardlefs  of  the  prefent  events,  or  be  uncon- 
cerned for  the  confequences  of  a  war  undertaken 
and  fupported  by  fuch  a  powerful  alliance.     He 
faid,  he  had  thought  proper  to  take  time  to  examine 
the  fii6h  alledgecf  on   both  fides,  and  to  wait  the 
rcfult  of  the  councils  of  thofe  powers  that  were  more 
immediately  intcrefted  in  the  confequences  of  the 
rupture.     He  declared  he  would  concert  with  his 
Allies,  more  particularly  with  the  States-General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  fuch  meafures  as  ihould   be 
•  thought  rtioft  kdvifeable  for  their  common  fafctj', 
and  for  reftoring  die  peace  of  Europe.     In  the  mean 
time,  he  expreiled  his  hope  that  mey  would  make 
fuch  pronfion  as  iliould  fccure  his  kingdom,  rights^ 
iiiid  pofleffions  from  all  dangers  and  infults,  and 
maintain  the  refpedt  due  to  the  Britifh  nation.     He 
.   faid,  that  whatever  part  it  might  in  the  end  be  moft 
reafonaWe  for  him  to  a6l,  it  would  in  all  views  be 
necefTary,  when  all  Europe  was  preparing  for  arms, 
to  put  his   kingdoms  in  a  pofturc  of  defence.     The 
motion  for  an*  addrefs  pf  thanks  produced,  as  ufual, 
a  debate  in  both  Houfes^  which,  it  muft  be  owned, 
appears  to  have  proceeded  from  a  fpirit  of  <:avilling, 
rather  than  from  ^ny  feafonablc  caule  of  objedHon. 

\  XII. 
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^  * 

§  XIL  The  Houfe  of  Commons  rcfblvcd  to  ad-  c  h  A  ?• 
idrcfs  his  Majefty.for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna.  ^^T;,^^ 
Sir  John  Ruihout  moved  for  another,  defiring  that  -  ,7^. 
the  letter^  and  inilru&ions  relating  to  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  flaould  be  fubmitted  to  the 
infpedlion  of  the  Commons ;  but,  after  a  hard  ftrug- 
gle,  it  was  overrruled.     The  next  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Sandys,  a  gentleman  who  had  for  fpme  time 
appeared  (Irenuous  in  the  oppoiition,  and  wrangled 
with    great  "pcrfeverance.     He   propofed   that   the 
Houfe  ihould  examine  the  inftruclions  which  had 
been  given  to  the  Britifh  miniiler  in  Poland,  fome  . 
years  before  the  death  of  King  Auguftus,  that  they 
might  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  caufes  which 
produced  this  new  rupture  among  the  powers  of 
Europe.    The    motion  being  oppofed  by  all  the 
Court  members,  a  conteil  enfued,  in  the  courfe  of 
which   Mr.  Pulteney  compared  the  miaidry  to  an 
empyrick,'  and  the  conilitudon  of  England  to  his 
patient.     This     pretender    in    phyfick    (iaid   he) 
being  confulted,  tells  the  diftempered  perfon,  there 
were  but  two  or  three  ways  of  treating  his  difeafe  : 
and  he  was  afraid  that  none  of  them  would  fucceed» 
A  vomit  might  throw  him  into  convulfions  that; 
would  occafion  inunediate  death;  a  purge  might 
bring  on  a  diarrhoea  that  would  carry  nim  off  in  a 
fhort  time  :  and  he  had  been  already  bled  fo  much, 
^nd  fo  often,  that  he  could  bear  it  no  longer.    The 
unfortunate  patient,  fhocked  at  this  declaration,  re- 
plies, *  Sir,  you  Jiave  always  pretended  to  be  a  re- 
'  gular  do6lor ;  but  now  I  find  you  are  an  arrant 
^  quack.     I  had  an  excellent  conftitution  when  I 
^  firft  fell  into  your  hands,  but  you  have .  quite   de^ 
^  fifoyed  it ;  and  now  I  find  I  have  no  other  chance 
'  for  faving  my  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help  of 
^  fome    regular    phyfician.*      In  the   debate,    thp 
members  on  both  fides  feemed  to  wauder  firom  the 
queftion,  and  indulge    themfelves    with    ludicrous 
perfonalitifs*      Mr»  H.  Walpole  took  occafion  tp 

fay. 
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BO  o  Kfay,  that  the  oppofition  treated  the  miniftry  as  he* 
}\\    himfelf  was  treated  by  fome   of  his  acquaintance, 
^^^^^^^with  refpecft  to  his  drefs.     ^*  If  I  am  in  plain  clothes 
**  (faid  he)  then  thev  call  me  a  flovenly,  dirty  fel- 
"  low  ;  and  if  by  chance  I  wear  a  laced  fuit,  they 
*'  crj',  What,  fliall  fuch   an  awkward  fellow  wear 
^*  fine  clothes  ?"  He  continued  to  fport  in  this  kind 
of  idle  buflboner5%     He  compared  the  prefent  ad- 
miniftration  to  a  (hip  at  fea.     As  long  as  the  wind 
was  fair,  and  proper  for  carrying  us  to  our  defigned 
port,  the  word  was   "  Steady  \  fteady  !**  but  when 
the  wind  began  to  (hift  and   change,  the  word  wrs 
neceflarily  altered  to  **  Thus,  thus,  and  no  nearer." 
The  motion  was  overpowered  by  the  majority;  and 
this  was  the  fdte  of  feveral  other  propofais  made  by 
the  members  in  the  oppofition.     Sir  John  Barnard 
prcfented  a  petition  from  the  druggifts,  and  other 
dealers  in  tea,  complaining  of  the  infults  and  op- 
preifioTi  to  which  they  were  fubjecled  by  the  excife 
laws,  and  imploring  relief.    Sir  John  and  Mr.  Perry, 
another  of  the  city  members,  explained  the  grievous 
hardfhips  which  thofe  traders  fuftained,' and  moved 
that  the  petition  might  be  referred  to  the  confider- 
ation  of  the  whole  Houfe.    They  were  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Winnington,  Sir  W.  Yonge,  and  other  parti- 
fans  of  the  miniftry ;  and  tbefe  IkirmiOies  brought 
on  a  general  engagement  of  the  two  parties,  in  which 
every  weapon  of  latire,'  argument,  reafon,  and  truth, 
was  wielded  againfl;  that  odious,  arbitrarj^  and  oppref- 
five    methoil   of   colle6ling    the  publick  revenue. 
Neverthelefs,  the  motion  in  favour  of  the  fufFerers 
was  rejected. 

^  XIII,  When  the  Commons  deliberated  upon 
the  fupply,  Mr.  Andrews,  Deputy-Paymafter  of  the 
army,  moved  for  an  addition  of  eighteen  hundred 
men  to  the  number  of  landrforces  which  had  been 
continued  fince  the  preceding  year.  The  members 
in  the  oppofition  difputed  this  fmall  augmentation 
with  too  much  heat  ^nd  eagernefs.     It  mufl:  be  acr 

knowledgedj 
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knowlcdged,  they  were  by  this  time  irritated  into  c  N  A  P* 
fuch  perfonal  animolity  againft  the  minifter,   ^^^^,^^^7^,^^ 
they  refolvc(d  to  oppofe  all  his  meafures,  whetlier     ,,35, 
they  might  or  might  not  be  neceflary  for  the  fafety 
and  advantage  of  the  ^kingdom.     Nor  indeed  were       n 
they  altogether  biameable  for  a<5ling  on  this  maxim, 
if  their  fole  aim  was  to  remove  from  the  confidence 
and  councils  of  their  Sovereign,  a  man  whofe/con- 
du6l  they  thought  prejudicial  to    the  intereil  and 
liberties  of  their  country.     They  could  not,  how-    .     - 
ever,  prevent  the  augmentation  propofed  ;  but  they 
refolved,  if  they  could  not  wholly  Hop  the  career  of 
the  miniftry,  to  throw  in  fuch  a   number  of  rubs 
as.  fliould  at  leaft  retard  their  progrefs.     The  Duke 
of  Bolton  and  Lord  Cobham  had  been  deprived  of 
the  regiments  they  commanded,  ^Decaufe  they  refufed 
to  concur  in  every  proje6l  of  the  adminifiration.:    It 
was  in  confequence  of  their  difmiflion,  that  Lord 
Morpeth  moved  for  a  bill  to  prevent  any  commiflioned 
officer,  not  above  the  r?knk  of  a  Colonel,  from  be-, 
ing  removed,  unlefs  by  a  court-martial,  or  by  ad- 
drefs  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament.     Such  an  attack 
on  the  prerogative  might  have  fucceeded  in  the  lat-    . 
ter  part  of  the  reign  of  the  firft  Charles  ;  but  at  this  .  ^ 
juncture  could  .not  fail  to  mii'carry  :  yet  it  was  fiif-r 
tained   with  great  vigour  and  addrefs.     When  the 
propofal  was  fet  afide  by  the  majoritj^  Mr.  Sandys . 
moved  for  an  addrefs    to    the  King,    deliring  to 
know  who  advifed  his  Majefty  to  remo\^  the  Duke 
of  Bolton  and  Lord  Cobham  from  their  refpedive 
regiments.     He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  • 
Sir  William  Wyndham  :  but  the  miniflry  forefeeing 
another  tedious  difpute,  called  for  the  queftion,  and 
the  motion  was  carried  in  the   negative.     The  next  • 
fource  of  contention  was  a  bill  for  fecuring  the  free- 
dom of  Parliament,    by    limiting  the  nufnber    pf . 
officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     It  was.  read  a,, 
firft  and  fecond-  time  :    but,    when  a  motion  was ,,    , 
made  for  its  being  committed,  it  met  with,, a  pow^r-^ , 

ful 
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B  6  o  Kfiil  op][k)lition,  and*  produced  a  warrti  debate  that 
^i-     IflTufed  in  a  queftion,  which,  like  the  former,  pafled 

'^^^^J^in  the  negative.  A  clergyman  having  infinuated  in 
converfation  that  Sir  William  Milwer,  Baronet, 
member  for  York,  received  a  penfion  from  the 
miniftry;  the  Houfe  took  cognizance  of  this  report : 
the  clergyman  acknowledged  at  the  bar  that  he 
might  have  dropped  fuch  a  hint  from  hearlky.  The 
accufed  member  protefted,  upon  his  honour,  that 
he  nfever  did,  nor  ever  would  receive,  place,  pen- 
fion,' gratuity,  or  reward  from  the  Court,  either 
dire6lly  or  indiredly,  for  voting  in  Parliament,  or 
upon  any  other  account  whatever.  The  accufadon 
was  voted  falfe  and  fcandalous,  and  the  accufcr  taken 
into  aiftody  :  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  difcharged 
upon  his  humble  petition,  and  his  begging  pardon 
of  the  member  whom  he  had  calumniatM.  The 
duty  upon  fklt  was  prolonged  for  eight  years;  and 
a  bill  pafled  againft  ftock-jobbing, 

^  XIV.  But  the  fubjed^which  of  all  others  em- 
ployed the  eloquence  and  abilities  on  both  iides  to 
the  moft  vigorous  exertion,  was  a  morion  made  by 
Mr.  Bromley,  who  pfOpofed  that  a  bill  Ihould  be 
brought  in  for  repealing  the  feptennial  a6V,  and  for 
•  the  more  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  Parlia- 
ments. The  arguments  for  and  againft  feptennial 
Parliaments  have  already  been  Hated.  The  minif- 
try now  infifted  upon  the  increafe  of  Papifts  and 
Jacobites,  which  rendered  it  dangerous  to  weaken 
the  hands  of  the  government :  they  challenged  the 
6ppofition  to  produce  ^one  inftance  in  which  the 
lead  encroachment  had  been  made  on  the  liberties 
of  the  people  fince  the  feptennial  adl  took  place  :  and 
they  defied  the  moft  ingenious  malice  to  prove  that 
his  prefent  Majefty  had  ever  endeavoured  to  extend 
any  branch  of  the  prerogative  beyond  its  legal 
bounds.  Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton  affirmed,  that  in 
mahy  parts  of  England  the  Papifts  had  already  be- 
gun to  ufe  all  their  influence  in  favour  of  thofc  can- 
didates 
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didates  who  were  recommended  by  the  mmifters  alQ  h^AtPs 
rticmbers  in  the  cnfuing  Parliament.     With  ^P^^^^^,«^L^ 
to  his  Majefty's  conduct,  he  fsud  he  wouWnot.^n-^^^J^IjT'^ 
fwer  one  word  :  but  as  to  the  grievance*  sntrodjoeed 
(ince  the  law  was  enabled  for  feptennial  Parliaments, 
he  thought  himfelf  more  at  Uberty  to  declare,  his 
fentiments.      He  aflerted,    that  the  fepteimial  few 
itfelf  was  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  pf  the  peo- 
ple :  a  law  pafled  by  a  Parliament  thiM:  made  -itfelf 
feptennial.     He  obferved,  that  the  laws  of  tr»fon 
with  regard  to  trials  were  altered  lince  that  period  ; 
that  in  former  times  a  'mmi  was  tried  by  a  jury  of 
his  neighbours,  within  the  county  where  the  crimes 
alledged  againft  him  were  faid  to  b^  committed ; 
but  by  an  a6l  of  a  feptennial  Parliament  be  might  be 
'removed  and  tried  in  any  place  where  the  crown,  or  * 
rather  the  miniftry,  could  find  a  jury  proper  for  their. 
purpofe  ;    where  the  prifoner  could .  Aot  bring  any 
witnefles  in  his  juftification,  without  an  expence  which 
perhaps  his  circumftances    would    not    bear.      He        '   ' 
a(ked|^  if  the  riot  dS.  was  ^ot  an  encroachment  on  the 
rights  of  the  people  ?  An  acl  by  which  a  little  dirty 
juftico  of  the  peace,  the  meaneft  and  vileft  tool  a 
minifter  can  ufe,  who  perhaps  fublifts  by  his  being 
in  the  commiflion,  and  may  be  deprived  of  that 
fubfiftence  at  the  pleafure  of  his  patron,  had  it  in  his 

{)ower  to  put  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  beft  fubjedls  in 
5ngknd  to  immediate  death,  without  any  trial  or 
form  but  that  of  reading  a  proclamation.  *^  Was 
•*  not  the  fatal  South-Sea  fchenie  (faid  he)  efta- 
"  blifhed  by  the  ad  of  a  feptennial  Parliamem  t 
^  And  can  any  man  aflc,  whethar  that  law  was  at- 
"  tended  with  any  incdnvenience:  to  the  glorious 
^*  catalogue  I  might  have  added  the  late  excife  bill, 
^^  if  it  had  pafled  into  a  law;  but,  thank  heaven, 
*^  the  feptennial  ParUaraent  was  near  expiring  before 
^*  thatfamous  mcalurc  was  introduced.** 

^  XV.  Sir  William  WjTidham  cxMicluded  an  ex- 
cellbnt  fpeech^  that  fpoke  him  the  unwvafled  orator, 

the 
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BOO  Kthe  \incorrapted  Briton,  and  the  unihaken  patriot, 
^i-      in  words  to  this  cfFedl  :  "  Let  us'  fuppofe  a  maa 

'^^im*^'^  abandoned  to  all  notions  of- virtue  and  honour,  of 
*^  no  great  family,  and  but  a  mean  fortune,  mfed 
"  to  be  chief  minifter  of  Hate,  by  the  concurrence 
**  of  many  whimfical  events ;  afr^d,  or  unwilling, 
"to  truft  any  but  creatures  of  his  own  making; 
"  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  (hame  and  reputation  ;  ignorant 
^*  of  his  country's  true  intqreft ;  purfuing  no  aim 
"  but  that  of  aggrandizing  himfelf  and  his  fctvour- 
*^  ites  ;  in  foreign  ai&irs  trufting  none  but  thofe 
"  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  education,  cannot 
"  poflibly  be  qualified  for  the  femce  of  their 
^*  country,  or  give  weight  and  credit  to  their  nego- 
"  ciations.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  true  intereft  of  the 
"  nation,  by  fuch  means,  negle<5led  or  mifunder- 
"  ftood,  her  honour  tarniftied,  her  importance  loft, 
"  her  trade  infulted,  her  merchants  plundered,  and 
^*  her  failors  murdered  ;  and  all  thefe  circymftances 
"overlooked,  left  his  adminiftration  fliould  be  en- 
^*  dangered.  Suppofe  him  next  pofleflcd  of  im* 
" .  menfe  wealth,  the  plunder  of  the  nation,  with  a 
"  Parliament  chiefly  compofed  of  members  whofe 
"  feats  are  purchafed,  and  whofe  votes  are  bought 
"  at  the  expence  of  the  publick  treafurc.  In  fuch 
"  a  Parliament  fuppofe  all  attempts  made  to  in- 
"  quire  into  his  conduct,  or  to  relieve  the  nation 
"  from  the  dillrefs  which  has  bf  en  entailed  upon  it 
"  by  his  adminiftration.  Suppc^fe  him  fcreencd  by 
"  a  corrupt  majority  of  his  creatures,  whom  he  re- 
"  tains  in  daily  pay,  or  engagei}  in  his  particular 
"  intereft.  by  diftritjuting  among  them  thofe  pofts 
"  and  places  which  ought  never  to  be  beftowcd 
"  upon  any  but  for  the  good  of  the  publick.  Let 
"  him  plume  himfelf  upon  his  fcandalous  victory, 
"  bccaufe  he  has  obtained  a  Parliament  like  a  packed 
"  jury  ready  to  acquit  him  at  all  adventures.  I^t 
"  us  fuppofe  him  domineering  with  infolence  over 
"  all  the  men  of  ancient  families,  over  all  the  men 

"  of 
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•^  of  fenfc,  figure,  or  fortune  in  the  nation;  as  hep  hap, 

"  has  no  virtue  of  his  own,  ridiculing  .it  in  others, ^^Z^- 

**  ahd  endeavouring  to  deftroy  or  corrupt  it  in  all.     ,73^. 

*'  With  fuch  a  Minifler,  and  fuch  a  Parliament,  let 

"  us  fuppofe  a  cafe  which.  I  hope  will  never  hap- 

*^  pen  :  a  Prince  upon  the  throne,  uninformed,  ig- 

*^  norant,  and  unacquainted  with  the  inchnations 

**  and  true  intereft  of  his  people,  weak,  .capricious, 

*^  tranfported  with  vmbounded  ambition,  and  pof- 

'*  fefled  with  infatiable  avarice.     I  hope  fuch  a  cafe 

"  will  never  occur  :  but,  as  it  poffibly  may,  could 

**  any  greater  curfe  happen  to  a  nation,  than  fuch  a 

**  Prince  on  the  throne,  advifed,  -and  folely  advifed, 

*'  by  fuch  aMihifter,  and  that  minifter  fupported 

'^  by  fuch  a  Parliament.     The  nature  of  mankind 

^^  cannot  be  altered  by  human  laws  :  the  exiftence 

**  of  fuch  a  Prince   or  fuch  a  minifter  we  cannot 

*^  prevent  by  aft  of  Parliament ;  but  the  exiftencc 

"  of  fuch  a  Parliament  I  think  we  may  prevent ;  as^ 

*^  it  is  much  more  likely  to  exift,  and  may  do  more 

^^  mifchief   while    the  feptennial   law    remains  in 

^^  force,  than  if  it  were  repealed :  therefore,  I  am 

^^  heartily  for  its  being  repealed.**     Notwithftanding 

the  moil  warm,  the  moil  nervous,  the  moil  pathe- 

tick  remonilrances  in  favour  of  the  motion,    the 

queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  fuppreiTed  by  mere  dint 

of  number. 

§  XVI.  The  triumph  of  the  miniilry  was  ilillAn.  1734. 
more  complete  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  mciiage  delivered 
from  the  Crown  in  the  latter  end  of  the  feilion,  when 
a  great  many  members  of  the  other  party  had  retired 
to  their  refpeftive /habitations  in  the  country.  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  delivered  this  commiilion  to  the 
Houfe,  importing,  that  his  Majeily  might  be  ena- 
bled to  augtnent  his  forces,  if  occaiion  ihould  re- 
quire fuch  an  augmentation,  between  the  diilblu- 
tion  of  this  Parliament  and  the  eleftion  of  another. 
Such  an  important  point,  that  was  faid  to  ilrike  at 
the  foundation    of   our   liberties,    was  not  tamely 

yielded ; 
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BOO  Kyielded ;  but^  on  the  contruy,  cootefied  with  un* 
^^-  common  ardour.  The  motion  for  taking  the  mcf- 
^j^fage  into  confideration  was  carried  in  the  affirmative ; 
and  an  addrefs  preiented  to  the  King,  fignifying  their 
compliance  with  his  def^)e«  In  confequence  of  a 
fubfequent  meflage,  diey  prepared  and  paded  a  bill, 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  fettle  an  annuity  of  five 
dioufand  pounds  for  life  on  the  Princeis  Royal,  as  a 
mark  of  his  paternal  &vour  and  affedtion. 

^  XVIL  The  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  Feen 
kept  pace  with  that  in  the  Houfe  of  Commcons,  and 
was  fupported  with  equal  abilities,  under  die  aufpices 
of  the  Lords  Batfaurft  and  Carteret,  the  Eark   of 
Chefterfield  and  Abingdon.    The  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough made  a  motion  for  a^  bill  to  regulate  the  army, 
equivalent  to  that  which  had  been  re)e<fted  in  the 
Lower  Houfe  :  and  it  met  with  the  fame  fate  after  a 
warm  difpute.     Then  Lord  Carteret  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  the  King,  that  he  would  be  gmdoufly 
pleafed  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  who  advifed  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Bolton  and  Lord  W- 
count  Cobham  from  their  refpei^ive  regiments  ;  and 
what  Crimea  were  laid  to  their  charge.     This  propo- 
fal  was  likewife  rejected,  at  the  end  of  a  debate  in 
•     which  the  Duke  of  Argyle  obferved,  that  two  Lords 
had  been  removed,    but  only  one  foldicr  loft  his 
commiffion.     Such  a  great  majority  of  the  Scottifh 
reprefentatives    had  always  voted  for  the   miniftry 
fince  the  acceffion  of  the  late  King,  and  fo  many  of 
thefe  enjoyed  places  and  preferments  in  the  gift  of 
the  Crown,  that  feveral  attempts  were  made  by  the 
Lords  in  tlje  oppofition,  to  prevent  for  the  fixture  the 
minifterial   influence  from  extending   itfelf  to    the 
cleAions  of  North-Britain.     Accordingly,  two  mo- 
tions  for  this  purpoie  were  made  by  the  £ari  of 
Marchmont  and  the  Dukeof  Bedfoid ;  and  fuftained 
by  the  Earls  of  Chefterfield,  Winchelfea,  and  Stair, 
Lords  Willoughby  de  Broke,  fiothurft,  and  Car* 
tcret.    They  were  oppofcd  by  the  Dukes  of  New- 

caftle 
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caftle"'aand  Argyle,  the  Earl' of  Cholmondely,  Earl  cH  ATP. 
Paulet,  Ltord  Harvey,  now  called  up  by  writ  to  the  ^_J^V- 
Houfe  of  Peirs,  and  Lord  Talbot.  The  queftion^^'J^)!^ 
being  put  on  both,- they  were  of  tourfe  defeated  ; 
and  th6  Eari  of  Stair  was  deprived  of  his  regiment 
of  dragoons/  after' htiving  performed  ffie  moft  fignal 
fervices  to  the  Royal  Family,  aiid  exhaufted  hi-s 
fortune  in  fupporting  the  intereft  and  dignity  of  the 
Crown.  Strenuous  protefts  were  ent^ed  againft  the 
decifion  of  the  majority  concerning  the  King's  mef- 
fage,  demanding  a  power  to  augment  his  forces 
during  the  receis  of^  Parliament ;  a^  alfo  againft  ^ 
bill  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  apply  the  fum  of  one 
million  tw6  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the 
linking-fund,  for  the  fervice  or  the  current  year. 
The^  bufinefs  of  the  feffion  being  difpatched,  the 
King  repaired  to  the  Hoilfe  of  £ords  on  the  fix- 
teenth  day  of  April,  and  having  paflcd  all  the  bills  ' 
that  were  ready  tor  the  Royal  aflent,  took  lea\'^  of 
this  Parliament,  with  the  warmed  acknowledgement 
of  their  zeal,  duty,  and  afFe6tion.  It  was  at  firft 
prorogued,  then  diflbWed,  and  another  convoked  by 
the  fame  Proclamation.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of 
March,  the  nuptials  of  die  Prince  of  Orange  and  the 
Princefs  Royal  ivere  folemnized  with  great  magni- 
ficence; and  this  match  was  attended  with  addrdlcs 
of  congratulation  to  his  Majefty  from  different  parts 
df  thekingdota. 

§  XVIIl.  The  powers  at  war  iipon  the  continent 
ndled  with  furprifing  vigour.  The  Ruffian  and 
Saxon  army  invefled  the  city  of  t)antxick,  in  hopes 
of  fecuring  the  pcrfon  of  King  Staniflaus.  The 
town  was  flrong,  the  garrifon  numerous,  and  ani- 
mated by  thfc  examples  of  the  French  and  Poles, 
made  a  very  obftinate  defence.  For  fome  time  they 
were  fupplied  by  fea  with  recruits,  arms,  arid  am- 
munition. On  the  eleventh  day  of  May  a  reinforce- 
ment of  fifteen  hundred  men  was  landed  from  two 
French  fliips  of  war  and  fome  trahfports,    imder 

Fort 
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BOO  KFort  Wechfelmunde,  which  was  fo  much  in  want  of 
^^^^^.^V^provilions,  that  they  were  not  admitted :  they  therc- 
1734.    fore  rc-embarked,  and  failed  back  to  Copenhagen. 
But  afterwards  a  larger  number  was  landed  in  the 
fame  place,  and  attacked  the  Ruiiian  entrenchments, 
in  order  to  force  their  way  into  the  city.     They  were 
repulfed  in  this  attempt,  but  retired  in  good  .order. 
At  length  the  Ruffian  fleet  arrived,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Gordon ;  and  now  the  iiege  was 
carried  on  with  great  fury.     Fort  Wechfelmunde  was 
furrendered:  the  French  troops  capitulated,  and  were 
embarked  in  the  Ruffian  fhips,  to  be  conveyed  to 
fome  port  in  the  Baltick.     Staniflaus  efcaped  in  the 
difguifc  of  a  peafant  to  Marienwarder  in  the  Pruffian 
territories.     The  city  of  Dantzick  fubmitted  to  the 
dominion  of  Auguftus  III.  King  of  Poland,  and  was 
obliged  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  war  to  the 
Ruffian- General  Count  de  Munich,  who  had  aflumed 
the  command  after  the  liege  was  begun.    The  Poliflx 
Lords  at  Dantzick  figned  an  a<9:  of  fubmiffion  to 
King  Auguftus,  who,  on  the  tenth  day  of  July,  ar- 
rived at  the  convent  of  Oliva.    There  a  council  was 
held  in  his  prefence.     The  recufant  noblemen  took 
the  oath  which  he  propofed.  Then  a  general  anmefty 
was  proclaimed ;  and  the  King  fet  out  on  his  return 
to  Drefden. 

^  XIX.  On  the  Rhine  the  French  arms  bore' 
down  all  refiftance.  The  Count  De  Belleifle  befieged 
and  took  Traerbach.  The  Duke  of  Berwick,  at  the 
head  of  lixty  thoufand  men,  invefted  Phihplbui]gh, 
while  Prince  Eugene  was  obliged  to  remain  on  the 
defenfive,  in  the  ftrong  camp  at  Heilbron,  waiting 
for  the  troops  of  the  Empire.  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  June,  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  in  vifiting  the 
trenphes,  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  the  Marquis  d'Asfeldt,  who 
carried  on  the  operations  of  the  fiege  with  equal 
vigour  and  capacity.  Prince  Eugene  being  joined 
by  the  different  reinforcements  he  expefted,  marched 

towards 
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I 
towards  the  PrcRch  lines ;  but  found  them  fo  ftrong  chap. 
that  he  would  not  hazard  an  attack ;  and  fuch  pre-      ^* 
cautions  taken^  that  with  all  his  military  talents  he     ^^^^ 
could  not  relieve  the  befieged.     At  length  General 
Watgenau,  the  Governor,  capitulated  after  having 
made  a  noble,  defence,  and  obtained  the  moft  ho* 
nourable    conditions.       Prince    Eugene  retired  to 
Heidelberg ;    and  ,  the  campaign  ended  about  the 
beginning  of  Oiftober.       The   Imperial  sums  were 
not  mtwe  fuccefsful  in  Italy.    The  Infant  Don  Carlos 
had  received  fo  many  invitations  from  the  Neapo- 
litan nobility,  that  he  rcfolved  to  take  poileilion  of 
that  kingdom.     He  began  his  march  in  February, 
at  the  head  of  the  Spaniih  forces:  publifhed  a  mani- 
fdfto,  declaring  he  wasfent  by  his  father  to  relieve 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  from  the  oppreffion  under 
which  it  groaned;  and  entered  the  capital  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people  ;  while  the  Count  de 
Vifconti,  the  German  Viceroy,  finding  himfelf  un- 
able to  cope  with  the  invaders,  thought  proper  to 
retire,  after  having  thrown  fuccours  into  Gaeta  ^nd 
Capua.     When  he  arrived  at  Nocera,  he  began  to 
ailemble  the  militia,  with  intent  to  form  a  camp  at 
Barletta.     The  Count  de  Montemar  marched  with 
a  body  of  forces  againft  this  General,  and  obtained 
over  him  a' complete  victory  at  Bitonto  in  Apuglia, 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  when  the  Imperialifts 
were  entirely  routed,  and  a  great  number  of  princi- 
pal officers  taken  prifoners. '  Don  Carlos  being  pro- 
claimed, and  acknowledged  King  of  Naples,  created     , 
the  Count  de  Montemar  Duke  of  Bitonto ;  reduced 
Gaeta,  and  all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  which 
were  garrilbned'  with  Imperial  troops ;  and  refolved 
to  ftlbdue  the  ifland  of  Sicily.     About  twenty  thou- 
fand  troops  being  deftined  for  this  expedition  ^^ere 
landed  in  the  road  of  Solanto  in  Augutt,  under  the 
command  of  the  new  Duke  of  Bitonto,  who  being 
favoured  by  the  natives,  proceeded  in  his  conquefts 
with  great  rapidity.      The   people  acknowledged 

Don 
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BOO  kDoo  Carlos  as  liieir  Sovereign,  and  took  aimsia 

^^j";^(iipport.of  his  goncrotntitt;  £q  that  the  Imperial 

,y^    troops  were  driven  before  thfiui,  and  the  Spwiiard^ 

paflMEM' the  whole  kingdom,  <  except  Meflu     ^m- 

cufe,  and' Tsrepaniy^ when  the  in£uit  determbed  tQ 

vilir^he  ifland  in  perfon« 

^  X£*  While  Don  Cai^os-ivas  thus  employed*  on 
lOb  conqueft  cf  Napks  and  Sicily,  ^  Impoialsfts 
w^e  hafd'piefled  in  Lombardyhy  the  united  forces 
of  France  and  Piedmont)  Gommaaded  by  the  King 
of  ^ardima  and  the  oLdMareibhal  Duke  de  Villaiau 
In  the  month  of  January  they  undertook  the  iicge  of 
Tortona,  which  they  reduced ;  while  the  troops  of 
the  Emperor  began  to  pour  in  great  numbess  into 
die  Maqtuan.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  Count 
Merci,  who  commanded  tiiem,  palled  the  Po  in  the 
face  of  the  Allies,  notwithftanding  ail  die  HdtU  of 
Villars,  obliged  him  to  retmat  ftcm  the  banks  of 
that  river,  and  took  the  caille  of  Colomo*  The 
old  French  General  being  taken  ill,  quitted  the  army, 
and  oetired  to  Turin,  where  in  a  little  time  he  died  ; 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia  retiring  to  the  £une  place, 
the  command  of  the  allied  forces  devolved-  t^on  the 
Maireicfaal  de  Coigny.  The  Confederaies.wete  rpufted 
atSangnina,  and  the  Inoperialifts  at:  SoCbola,  wbcn 
the  Count  de  Merci  made  a  motion  to  San  Pcotpero, 
as  if  he  intended  either  to  attack  the  encm.y,  cff  take 
pofl^oa  of  Panna.  The  Maxelchal  de  Coigny 
forthwith  made  a  difpofition  for  an  engageaaent; 
and^  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Juixc,  .the  Imperial 
General  having  pafled  the  Parma,  began  |J».  ai^tack 
with  great  impetuosity.  He  charged  in  pedonnat 
the  head  of  his  troops,  and  was  killed  £oon  after  the 
battle 'began.  Neverthelefs,  tlie  Prince  of  Wirten^ 
jlperg  a;fl[uining  the  command,  both  amoies  fought 
with  grttat  ob^linacy,  &om  eleven  'in  the  forenooo 
till  four  in  the '  afternoon,,  when  the'impesisiUfi^.re^ 
tired  t6W@l9ds  Motnte  Ciru^lo,  leaTing  finre  dboaifittd 
men  d^ad^foli-the  £icid  of  batde,  a^  among  tfaoie 
6  "  *  many 
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many  officers  of  di(lin6tion.  Tho  lofs  of  the  Allies  q  hap. 
was  very  confiderable,  and  they  reaped  no  folid  ^'  ^ 
fruiu  fbom  their  viiSlory.  m^* 

(^  XXI.  The  Imperial  forces  retreated  to  Reggto^ 
and  from  thence  moved  to  the  plains  of  Carpi,  on 
the  right  of  the  Secchia,  where  they  received  fomc 
reioforcemeats :  then  General  Count  Konigi^egg  ar- 
riving in  the  camp»  took  upon  himfelf  the  command 
of  the  army.     His  firft  ftep  was  to  take  pod  at 
Quingeatolo,  by  which  motion  he  fecured  Miran- 
dola,  that  was  threatened  with  a  fiegc.     On  the  fif- 
teenth of  February  he -forded  the  river  Secchia,  and 
furprized  the  quarters  of  Marefchal  de  Broglio,  who 
efcaped  in  his  (hirt  with  great  difficulty.  The  French 
retired  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  left  all  their 
baggie  behind,  and  above  ^o  thoufand  were  taken 
prifoners.   They  polled  thbmfeves  under  Guaftaila, 
where,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month,  they 
were  vigorously  attacked  by  the  Imperialifts,  and  a 
general  engagement  enfucd^    Konigfegg  made  f©- 
veral  defperate  efforts  to  break  the  French  cavalry, 
upon  which,  however,  he  could  make  no  impreflion. 
The  infantry  on  both  iides  fought  with,  uncommon 
ardour  for  fix  hours,  and  the  field  was  covered  with 
carnage.     At  length,  the  Imperial  General  retreated 
to   lazara,   after  having  loft  above  five  thoufand 
misn,  including  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  the  Ge- 
nerals Valparexe  and  Colminero,  with  many  other 
officers  of  diftin<5tion  :  nor  was  the  damage  fuftained 
by  the  French  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the  Ger- 
mans, who  repailed  the  Po^  and  took  pc^  on  the 
banks  of  the  OgUo.    The  Allies  crofied  the  fame 
river,  and  the  Marquis  de  MaiUibois  was  fent  with 
a  detachment  to  attack  Mirandda ;  but  the  Impe« 
ri^ifls  marching  to  the  relief  of  ,the  place,  com- 
pelled him  to  abandon  the  enterprize :  then  he  re- 
joined his  army,  which  retired  under  the  walls  of 
Cremona,  to  wait  for  fuccours  from  t>oa  Carlos. 
So  little  refped  did  the  French  Caut  fay  to  the 
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BOO  KBritifli  nation,  at  this  juncture,  that  in  the  month  of 
n*      November  an  edi6t  was  publilhed  at  Paris,  com- 

^■^"^^'"'^^manding  all  the  Britifh  fubjeds  in  France,  who  were 
not  actually  in  employment,  from  the*  age  of  eigh- 
teen to  fifty,  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  fifteen  days,  or 
inlift  in  fome  of  the  Irifh  regiments,  on  pain  of  be- 
ing treated  as  vagabonds,  and  fent  to  the  gallies. 
This  edid  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 
The  prifans  of  Paris  were  crowded  with  the  fubjecSls 
^  of  Great-Britain,  who  were  furprifed  and  cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  their  friends,  and  mull 
have  perilhed  by  cold  and  hunger,  had  not  they 
"been  relieved  by  the  a6live  charity  of  the  Janfeniils. 
The  Earl  of  Waldegrave,  who  then  refided  at  Paris, 
as  Ambaffador  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  made 
fuch  vigorous  remonftrances  to  the  French  mihiftry 
upon  this  unheard-of  outrage  againft  a  nation  with 
which  they  had  been  fo  long  in  alliance,  that  they 
thought  proper  to  fet  the  prifoners  at  hberty,  and 
publilli  another  edi6l,  by  which  the  meaning  of  the 
former  was  explained  away. 

^  XXII.  While  thefe  tranfadlions  occurred  on 
the  continent,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  augmented 
his  land-forces; /and  warm  contefts  were  maintained 
through  the  whole  united  kingdom  in  electing 
reprefentatives  for  the  new  Parliament.  But  in  all 
thefe  ftruggles  the  minifterial  power  predominated  ; 
and  the  new  members  appeared  with  the  old  com- 
plexion. The  tvjio  Houies  afiembled  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  January,  and  Mr.  Onflow  was  re- 
elected Speaker.  The  leaders  of  both  parties  in  all 
debates,  were  the  felf-fame  perfons  who  had  con- 
dudled  thofe  of  the  former  Parliament ;  and  the 
fame  meafures  were  purfued  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  King  in  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the 
feflion,  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  he  had  con- 
certed with  the  States-General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces fuch  meafures  as  were  thought  moft  advifc- 
able  for  their  common  fafety,  and  for  reftoring  the 
5  peace 
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J)eace  of  Europe:  that  they  had  confidered  on  one ett- a  p. 
ide  the  preffing  applications  made  by  the  Imperial  .^;'_ 
Court  both  in  England  and  ^  Holland,  for  obtaming  '^'^^^^^^ 
fiiccours  againft  the  powers  at  war  with  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  the  repeated  pro- 
feflions  made  by  the  Allies  of  their  fincere  difpofi- 
tion  to  put  an  end  to  the  prefent  troubles  upon  hor- 
nourable  and  folid  terms :  that  he  and  the  States- 
General  had  concurred  in  a  refolution  td  employ 
their  joint  and  earneft  inftances  to  bring  matters  to 
a  fpeedy  and  happy  accommodation ;  that  their 
good  offices  were  at  length  accepted ;  and  in  a  fhort 
time  a  plan  would  be  offered  to  the  confidcration  of 
all  parties  engaged  in  the  war;  as  a  bafis  for  a  ge- 
neral negociation  of  peace.  He  told  them  he  had 
ufed  the  power  veiled  in  him  by  the  lafl:  Parliament 
with  jgreat  moderation  ;  and  concluded  a  treaty  with 
•llie  Crown  of  Denmark  of  great  importance  in  the 
prefent  conjundhire.  He  oblerved,  that  whilft  m4- 
ny  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  were  actually  ' 
engaged  in  a  war,  Great-Britain  muft  be  more  or 
lefs  atFefted  with  the  Confeauences ;  and  as  the  beft 
concerted  meafures  are  liable  to  uncertainty,  the 
nation  ought  to  be  prepared  againft  all  events.  He, 
therefore^  exprefled  his  hope,  that  his  good  fubjedls 
would  not  repine  at  the  necefiary  rheans  of  pro- 
curing the  bleflings  of  peace  and  univerfal*  tranquil- 
lity, or  of  putting  him  in  a  condition  to  a<5t  that 
part  which  it  might  be  neceflary  and  incumbent 
upon  him  to  take.  The  addrcfs  of  thanks  produced 
a  difpute  as  ufual,  which  ended  with  an  acquiefcence 
in  the  motion.  The  Houfe,  in  a  grand  committee 
on  the  fupply,  refolved,  That  thirty  thoufand  fea- 
men  fliould  be  femploycd  fot  the  fervice  of  the  eri- 
fuing  year ;  and  that  the  land-forces  fhould  be  aug-i 
mented  to  the  number  of  twenty-five  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-four  eff^e(5live  men.  But  thefe 
refolutions  were  not  taken  without  difoute  and  divi- 
fion.   The  miniftef  s  opponents  not  only  re-produced 
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BOO  KaU  the  reafons  which  had  been  formerly  advanced 
I'-     againft  a  ftanding  army,  but  they  oppofed  this  aug- 

^"'^1^^  mentation  with  extraordinary  ardour,  as  a  huge  ftridc 
towards  the  eftabhihment  of  arbitrary  power.  They 
refuted  thofe  fears  of  external  broik  on  which  the 
miniftry  pretefxded  to .  groimd  the  neceffity  of  fuch 
an  augmentation ;  and  they  expofed  the  weak  con- 
duct of  the  adminiftration,  in  having  contributed  to 
deftroy  the  balance  of  power,  by  aififting  Spain  againft 
the  Emperor  in  Italy,  fo  as  to  aggrandize  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon. 

§  XXIII.  Sir  William  Wyndham  moved,  that 
the  eftimate  of  the  navy  for  the  enfning  year,  might 
be  referred  to  a  feledl  committee.  He  exprefled  hia 
'  furpriz?,  that  notwithftanding  the  vaft  fums  which 
had  been  yearly  raifed,  and  the  long  continuance  of 
the  peace,  the  people  had  not  been  quite  delivered 
of  any  one  tax  incurred  in  the  preceding  war.  He 
faid,  he  could  not  comprehend  how  it  was  poffible 
to  find  pretences  for  ex;pofing  the  nation  to  fuch  ex- 
orbitant  charges ;  and  W  tpok  notice  of  fame  un- 
confcionable  articles  in  the  accounts  of  the  navy- 
debt  that  lay  upon  the  table.  He  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Sandys,  and  fupported  by  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  and 
Mr.  Pulteney :  but  after  fome  debate,  the  motion 
was  carried  in  the  negative.  When  the  new  treaty 
with  Denmark  fell  under  confideration  in  a  grand 
committee,  Mr.  H.  Walpole  moved,  that  the  fum  of 
fifty-fix  thoufand  two  nundred  and  fifty  pounds 
fliould  be  granted  to  his  Majefl:y,  as  a  fubiidy  to 
the  Dane,  purfuant  to  the  faid  treaty,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year.  The  demand  did  not  meet 
with  immediate  compliance.  All  the  leaders  in  the 
oppofition  exclaimed  againft  the  fubfidy  as  uxmecef- 
Ury  and  unreafonable.  They  obferved,  that  as  the 
^  Englilh  had  no  particular  intereft  of  their  own  for 

inducing  them  to  engage  in  the  prefcnt  war,  but 
only  the  danger  to  which  the  balance  of  power  might 
be  expofed  by  that  event ;  and  as  all  the  powrers  of 

Europe 
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Europe  were  as*  much,  if  not  more,  interefled  than  cH  At. 
the   Englifh  in  the  prcfervation  of  that  balance,       v- 
fhould  it  ever  be  really  endangered,  they  would  cer-^"^^]!^^ 
tainly  engage  in  its  defence,  without  receiving  any 
valuable    confideration    from    Great-Britain:     but 
Ihould  the  Englifh  be  always  the  firft  to  take  the 
alarm  upon  any  rupture,  and  offer  bribes  and  pen- 
fions  to  all  the  Princes  in  Europe,  the  whole  charge 
of  preferving  that  balance  would  fall  upon  Great- 
Brhain :    every  State  would  expeft  a  gratification 
from  her,  for  doing  that  which  it  would  otherwife 
be  obliged  to  do  for  its  own  prefervation  :  even  the 
-Dutch  might  at  lafl  refufe  to  affift  in  trimming  this 
balance,  unlefs  Britain  fhould  fubmit  to  make  the 
Grand  Penfionary  of  Holland  a  penfionary  of  Eng^ 
land,  and  take  a  number  of  their  forces  into  Englifh 
pay.     The  debate  having  had  its  free  courfe,  the 
queflion  was  put,  and  the  motion  approved  by  the 
majority.     Tne  miniflry  allowed  a  bill  to  be  brought 
in  for  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  :  but  at  the  "fccond  reading  it  was  re- 
jeded  upon  a  divifion,  after  a  learned  debate,  in 
which  it  appeared  that  the  oppofition  had  gained  a 
valuable  auxiliary  in  the  perfon  of  Lord  Polwarth, 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  a  noljleman  of  ele- 
gant parts,  keen  penetration,  and  imcotnmon  viva- 
city, who  fpoke  with  all  the  fluency  and  fervour  of 
elocution. 

§  XXIV.  The  minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
were  not  lefs  vigilant  and  refolute  in  dete6ting  and 
oppofing  every  meafure  which  they  thought  would 
redound  to  the  prejudice  of  their  country.  But  the 
mofl  remarkable  object  that  employed  their  atten- 
tion during  this  feflion  was  a  very  extraordinary  peti- 
tion, fubfcribed  by  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton,  Queenf- 
berry,  and  Montrofe,  the  Earls  of  Dundonald, 
Marchmont,  and  Stair,  reprefenting  that  .undue 
influence  had  been  ufed  for  carrying  on  the  eledlion 
of  the  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland.  The  Duke  of 
6    .  Bedford, 
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BOO  K  Bedford,  who  delivered  their  petition  to  the  Houfe, 
''•  propofed  a  day  for  taking  it  into  confideration  ;  and 
,72^,  to  this  they  agreed.  It  was  afterwards  moved,  that 
the  confideration  of  it  fhould  be  adjourned  to  a  fhort 
day,  before  which  the  petitioners  fhould  be  ordered 
to  declare  whether  they  intended  to  controvert  the 
laft  eledlion  of  all  the  fixteen  Peers,  or  the  ele<5lion 
of  any,  and  which  of  them.  This  affair  was  of  fuch 
an  unprecedented  nature,'  that  rfie  Houfe  feemed  to 
be  divided  in  opinion  about  the  manner  in  which 
they  ought  to  proceed.  The  partifans  of  the  minif- 
try  would  have  willingly  ftifled  the  inquiry  in  the 
beginning ;  but  the  petitioners  were  fo  ftrenuoufly 
•  fupported  in  their  claim  to  fome  notice,  by  the  Earls 
of  Chefterfield,  Abingdon,  and  Strafford,  the  Lords 
Bathurft  and  Carteret,  that  they  could  not  difmifs 
it  at  once  with  any  regard  to  decorum.  The  order 
of  the  Houfe,  according  to  the  motion  explained 
above,  being  communicated  by  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor to  the  petitioners,  they  waited  on  him  with  a  de- 
claration, importing  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
controvert  the  eledlion  or  return  of  the  fixteen  Peers 
for  Scotland ;  -  but  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  lay 
before  their  Lordfliips  thte  evidence  of  fuch  fadis 
and  undue  methods  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  conlHtution ;  and  might  in  future 
elections  equally  afic6l  the  right  of  the  prefent  fix- 
teen Peers,  as  that  of  the  other  Peers  of  Scotland, 
if  not  prevented  by  a  proper  remedy.  This  decla- 
ration being  repeated  to  the  Houfe,  the  Duke  of 
Devonfliire  made  a  motion,  that  the  petitioners 
might  be  ordered  to  lay  bcforp  the  Houfe  in  writing, 
inflances  of  thofe  undue  methods  and  illegal  prac- 
tices upon  which  tliey  intended  to  proceed,  and  the 
names  of  the  perfons  they  fufpe6tcd  to  be  guilty. 
He  was  warmly  oppofcd  by  the  country  party  ;  and 
a  long  debate  enfued,  after  which  the  quefiion  was 
carried  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  the  order  fig- 
^  nifi^d  to  the  petitioners.      Next  day  tljcir   anf^r 

vf as 
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w^s  read  to  the  Houfe  to  this  cfFe6l :    That  as  they  era  A  P. 
had  ho  intention  to  ftate  themfelves  accufcrs,  ^hey^^^Y^ 
could  not  take  upon  them  to  name  particular  pcrfons     173^ 
\yho  might  have   been   concerned  in  thofe   illegal 
praAices;  but  who  they  were  would  undoubtedly 
appear  to  their  Lordfhips  upon  their  taking  the  pro- 
per examinations :    oeverthelefs,  *  they  did  humbly 
acquaint  their  Lordlhips,  that  the  petition  was  laid 
before  them  upon  information,  that  the  lift  of  the 
'  lixteen  Peers  for  Scotland  had  been  framed  previous 
to  the  election,  by  perfons  in  high  truft  under  the 
Crown :  that  this  lift  was  fhewij  to  Peers,  as  a  lift 
approved  by  the  Crdwn;  and  was  called  the  King's 
lift,  from  which  there  was  to  be  no  variation,  unlefs 
to  make  way  for  one  or  two  particular  Peers,  on 
condition  they  fhould  conform  to  meafures :   that 
Peers   were  folicited   to   vote  for  this  lift,  without 
the  liberty  of  making  any  alteration :  that  endea 
vours  were  ufed  to  engage  Peers  to  vote  for  this  lift 
by  promife  of  penfions,  and  offices  civil  and  militar}' 
to  themfelves  and  relations,  as  well  as  by  offers  of 
money  :   that  fums  were  given  for  this  purpofe  :  that ' 
penfions,  offices,  and  releafes  of  debts  owing  to  the  , 

Crown  were  aftually  granted  to  Peers  who  concurred 
in  voting  for  this  lift,  and  to  their  relations :  that 
on  the  day  of  election  a  battalion  of  his  Majefty's 
troojM  were  drawn  up  in  the  Abbey-Court  of  Edin- 
burgh, contrary  to  cuftom,  and  without  any  appa- 
rent caufe  but  that  of  over-awing  the  ele6tors.  This 
anfwer  gave  rife  to  another  violent  difpute ;  but  the 
majority  voted  it  unfatisfadlory,  and  the  petition  was 
rejedled,  though  the  rcfolution  was  clogged  with  a 
vigorous  proteft. 

§  XXV.  Notwithflandihg  this  difcouragement, An.  X73'5. 
the  Earl  of  Abingdon  moved,  That  although  the 
petition  was  difmifled,  an  inquiry  might  be  fet  on 
foot  .tou(!hing  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence  to  the 
liberties  of  the  kingdom.  Th^  Earl  of  Hay  declaring 
his  belief,  that  no.  fuch  illegal  methods  had  been 

pra<5lifed, 
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BOOK  pra<5tifed,  the  other  produced  a  pamphlet,  intitolecf , 
^^-      The  Protcfts  of  a  great  number  of  Noble  Lords^ 
^^■^TtjT^  entered  by  them  at  the  laft  EleAion  of  Peers  for 
Scotland.    JSxceptions  being  taken  to  a  pamphlet, 
as   an   objeft  unworthy  of  their  notice,  Lord  Ba- 
thurft  exhibited  an  authentick  copy  of  thofe  protelts, 
extracted  from  the  journal  of  tnat  ele6tion,  ligned 
by  the  two  principal  clerks, .  and  witnefled  by   twro 
gcnilemen*  then  attending    in    the    lobby.    Thefe 
were  accordingly  read,  and  plainly  demonftrated  the 
truth  of' the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition. 
Nothing  could  be  more  fcandalous,  arrogant,   and 
fhamefiilly  flagrant  than  the  conduct  and  deport- 
ment of  thofe  who  adled  the  part  of  underftrappers 
to  the   mlniftry  on  this  occanon.     But  all  this  de- 
monftration,   adorned  and  enforced  by  the  charms 
and  energy  of  eloquence,  was  like  preaching  in   a 
defert.     A  motion  was   made  for  adjourning,   and 
carried  in  the  affirmative:   a-  proteft  was  entered, 
and  the  whole  affair  configned  to  oblivion.     Divers 
othdr  motions  were  made  fucceffively  by  the  Lords 
in  the  oppofition,  and  rejedcd   by  the  invincible 
power  of  a  majority.     The  uninterrupted  fuccefs  of 
the  minillry  did  not,  however,  prevent  them  fttMn 
renewing  the  ftruggle  as   often  as  an    opportunity 
offered.     They  difputcd  the  continuation  of  the  l^t- 
tax,  and  the  bill  for  enabling  the  King  to  apply  the 
fum  of  one  million  out  of  the  finking-fund  for  the 
fervice  of  the  current  year,  though  fuccefs  did  not 
attend  their  endeavours.     They  fupported  with  all 
their  might  a  bill  fent  up  from  the  Commons,  ex- 
plaining and  amending  an  a6t  of  the  Scottifh  Par- 
liament,   for  preventing  wronguous  imprifonment, 
and  againfl  undue  delays   in   trials.     This  was  all 
the  natives  of  Scotland  had  in  lieu  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  aft ;   though  it  did  not  fcrcen  them  from 
oppreflion.     Yet  the  Earl   of  Hay    undertook    to 
prove  they  were  on  a  footing  with  their  neighbours 
of  England  in  this  refpedt ;  and  the  bill  was  thrown 

out 
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out  on  a  ilivifion.    The  fellion  ^vas  dofed  on  theCHA?. 
fifteenth  of  May,  when  the  King  in  his  fpeech  to^^^v^ 
both  Houfes,' declared,  that  the  plan  of  pacification    ,735. 
concerted  between  him  and  the  States-General  had 
not  produced  the  dcfired  eflFedt     He  thanked  the 
Commons  for  the  fupplies  they  had  granted  with  fuch 
chcferfulnefs  and  dilpatch.     He  ii^ufied  his  inten- 
tention  to  viiit  his  German  dominions;  and  told  them 
he  (hould  conftitute  the  Queen  Regent  of  the  realm 
in  his  abfence.     Inmiediately  after  the  prorogation 
his  Majefiy  embarked  for  Holland,  in  his  way  to 
Hanover. 

^  XXVI,  By  this  time  the  good  underftanding 
between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Lifbon  was  de-* 
ftroycd  by  a  remarkable  incident.  The  Portuguefe 
Ambailador  at  Madrid  liaving  allowed  his  fervants  to  - 
refcue  a  criminal  from  the  officers  of  juftice,  all  the 
fervants  concerned  in  that  refcue  were  dragged  front 
his  houfe  to  prifon,  by  the  Spaniih  King's  order, 
with  circumftances  of  rigour  and  difgrace.  Hi^ 
Portuguefe  Majefty  being  informed  of  this  outrage^ 
ordered  reprifals  to  be  made  upon  the  fervants  of 
the  Spaniih  Ambaflador  in  Lifbon.  The  two  mi^ 
nifters  withdrew  abruptly  to  their  Vefpedlive  Courts. 
The  two  Monarchs  exprefled  their  mutual  refent- 
ment.  The  King  of  Spain  aflembled  a  body  of 
troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal ;  and  his  Portu- 
guefe Majefty  had  recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  King 
George.  Don  Marcos  Antonio  d'Alzeveda  was 
difpatched  to  London,  with  the  character  of  Envoy 
Extraordin^ ;  and  fucceeded  in  his  commiiiion 
according  ro  his  with.  In  a  little  time  after  the 
King's  departure  from  England,  Sir  John  Nonis 
failed  from  Spithead  with  a  powerful  Squadron,  in 
order -to  protedt  the  Portuguefe  againft  the  Spa- 
niards ;  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  June  arrived  at' 
Lifbon,  where  he  was  welcomed  as  a  deliverer. 
Mr.  Kcene,  the  Britilh  Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Spain, 
had   communicated  to  his  C^holick  Majefty  the 

refolution 
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BOO  Krcfolution  of  his  mafter  to  fend  a  powerful  fquadron 
II.     to  Lifbon,  with  orders  to  guard  that  coaft  from  in- 

^-''^'^^^fults,  and  fecure  the  Brazil  fleet,  in  which  the  mcr- 
chants  of  Great-Britain  were  deeply  interefted.  Don 
Jofeph  Patinho,  miniftcr  of  his  Catholick  Majefty, 
delivered  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Keene,  reprefenting, 
that  fuch  an  expedition  would  afFedl  the  commerce 
of  Spain,  by  intimidating  foreign  merchants  from 
embarking  their  merchandife  in  the  flota.  But,  in 
all  probability,  it  prevented  a  rupture  between  the 
two  crowns,  and  diSfpofed  the  {Cing  of  Spain  to  lilten 
to  terms  of  accommodation. 

§  XXVII.  The  powers  in  alliance  againft  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  having,  rejedled  the  plan  of  paci- 
fication concerted  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and 
the  States-General,  Mr.  Walpole,  Ambaflador  at 
the  Hague,  prefented  a  memorial  to  their  High 
Mightinefles,  defiring  they  would,  without  lofs  of 
time,  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence  by  an 
augmentation  of  their  forces  at  fca  and  land  :  that 
they  might  ;take  fuch  vigorous  ftcps  in  concert  with 
Great-Britain,  as  the.  future  conjun6lure  of  aflairs 
might  require.  But  before  they  would  fubjeft 
themfelves  to  fuch  expence,  they  refolved  to  make 
further  trial  of  their  influence  with  the  powers  in 
alliance  againft  the  Emperor  ;•  and  conferences  were 
renewed  with  the  miniiters  of  thofe  Alhes.  The 
affairs  of  Poland  became  more  and  more  unfavour- 
able to  the  intercft  of  Staniflats  ;  for  though  a  great 
nxunber  of  the  Polilh  nobility  engaged  in  a  confe- 
deracy to  fupport  his  claim,  and  made  repeated 
efforts  in  his  behalf,  the  Palatine  of  Kiow  fubmitted 
to  Auguftus  ;  and  even  his  brother  the  primate,  after 
having  fuftained  a  long  imprifonment,  and  many  ex- 
traordinary hardfliips,  was  obliged  to  acknowledge 
that  Prince  his  Sovereign.  In  Italy  the  arms  of  the 
Allies  ftill  continued  to  profper.  Don  Carlos  landed 
in  Sicily,  and  reduced  the  whole  ifland,  almofl: 
without  oppofition;  while  the  Imperialifts  were  forced 

to 
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to  abandon  all  the  territories  they  poflefled  in  Italy,  C  H  A  P. 
except;  the  Mantuan.     The  Emperor  being  equally  ^Tv, 
unable  to  cope  with  the  French  armies  on  the  Rhine,     ,73^. 
implored  fuccours  of  the  Czarina,  who  fent  thirty 
thoufand  men  to  his  affiftance.     This  vigorous  in- 
terpofition,  and  the  fuccefs  of  Auguftus  in  Poland, 
difpofed  the  Court  of  Verfaillcs  to  a  pacification.    A 
fecret  negociation  was  begun  between  France  and 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria;  and  the  preliminaries  were 
figned  without  the   concurrence  or  knowledge   of 
Spain,  Sardinia,  and  the  maritime  powers.     In  thefe 
articles  it  was  (Upulated,  that  France  fhould  reftore 
all  the  conquefts  fhe  had  made  in  Germany :  That 
the  reverfion  of  the  dukeidom  of  Tufcany  fhould  be 
veiled    in  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  :    That  Lorraine 
fliould  be  allotted  to  King  Staniflaus ;  and  after  his 
death  be  united  to  the  crown  of  France :  That  the 
Emperor  fhould  pofftfs  the  Milanefe,  the  Mantuan, 
and  Parma :  That  the  King  of  Sardinia  fhould  enjoy  ' 
Vigevano  and  Npvara :  That  Pon  Carlos  fhould  be 
.'acknowledged  King  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  re- 
tain the  ifland  of  Elba,,  with  all  the  Spanifh  territo- 
ries on  the  coafl  of  Tufcany  ;  and  that  France  fhould 
guarantee  the  pragmatick  landtion. 

^  XXVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  returned 
from  Hanover  to  England  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber ;  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  opened 
the  feflion  of  Parliament.  On  this  occafion  he  con- 
gratulated them  on  the  near  profpe6l  of  >a  general 
peace  in  Europe  in  confequence  of  the  preliminary 
articles  which  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  France 
had  agreed  ;  and  of  which  he  had  exprefled  his  ap- 
probation, as  they  did  not  differ  in  any  eflential 
point  from  the  plan  of  pacification  which  he  and  the 
States-General  had  offered  to  the  belligerent  powers. 
He  told  them,  that  he  had  already  ordered  a  con- 
fiderable  reduSion  to  be  made  in  his  forces  both  by  '  ' 
fea  and  land ;  but  at  the  fame  time  obferved  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  continue  fome  extraordinary  expence, 

until 
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BOO  Kuntil  a  more  perfeft  reconciliation  i))otild  be  cfta- 
I*-      blifhed  among  the  feveral  pbtvers  of  Europe.     An 
''addrcfs  of  thanks  was  unanimoufly  voted,  prefented, 
and  gracioufly  receircd.     After  the  Houfe  had  re- 
ceived feveral  petitions  from  different  counties  and 
gentlemen,  complaining  of  undue  influence  in  clec- 
-  tiorfs  for  members  of  Parliament,   it  proceeded  to 
confider  of  the  fupply,  and  Sir  Charles  Wager  mov- 
ing that  fifteen  thoufand    feamen  ihould  be  em- 
ployed for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  the  pro- 
pofal  was  approved  without  oppofition.     But  this 
was  not  the  cafe  with  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,'  «  That  the  ordinary  eflimate  'Of  the  na\y 
"  fliould  be  referred  to  a  feledl  committee."     The 
miniftry  difcouragcd  all  fuch  prj^ing  meafures :  a 
debate  was  produced,  the  Houie  divided,  and  the 
motion  was  reje6led.     Such  was  the  fate  of  a  mo- 
tion for  raifing  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  made  by 
Mr.  Sandys,  and  fupported  by  Sir  John  Barnard^ 
Mr.  Willimot,  and  other  patriots,  who  demonftratcd, 
that  this  was  a  fpeedy  and  pra6ticable  expedient  for 
difcharging  the  national  debt,  lowering  the  intereft  of 
money,  reducing  the  price  of  labour,  and  encourag- 
ing a  fpirit  of  commerce. 

VXaIX.  The  bill  for  limiting  the  number  of 
officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  again  revived. 
The  King  was  empowered  to  borrow  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  chargeable  on  the  finking*fund, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  though  this 
.  power  was  not  eafily  granted;  and  the  Houfe  re* 
lolved  to  lay  a  duty  of  twenty  (hillings  per  gallon 
on  all  fpirituous  liquors,  after  it  had  appeared  to 
the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  that  thofc 
fpirits  were  pernicious  to  the  health  and  morale  of 
the  people.  To  this  refolution  was  added  another, 
which  amounted  to  a  total  prohibition,  namely, 
that  fifty  pounds  fhould  be  yearly  paid  to  his  Ma- 
jell}'  for  a  licence  to  be  annually  ta:ken  out  by  every 
perfon  who  fhould  vend,  barter,  or  utter  any  fuch 

^    fpirituous 
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fpirituous  liquors,  Mr,  Walter  Plumer,  in  a  well- 
concerted  ibeech,  moved  for  the  repeal  of  fbme 
claufes  in  tne  Teft  a<5l :  thefe  he  reprefented  as  a^  ,^3^. 
fpecies  of  perfecution,  in  which  Proteftant  Diflenters 
were  confounded  with  the  Roman  Catholicks  and . 
enemies  to  the  eftablilhment.  He  was  fuftained  by 
Lord  Polwarth  and  Mr.  Heathcote;  but  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  was  joined  by  Mr.  Shippen  againft 
the  motion  as  dangerous  to  the  eftablifhed  Church  : 
and^the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative.  When  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  prefented  to  the  An.  m^. 
Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill  founded  on  the 
Tefolutions  they  had  taken  againft  fpirituous  liquors^ 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  acquainted  them,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  command,  that  as*  the  alterations  propofed  to 
be  made  by  that  bill  in  the  duties  charged  upon  all 
fjpirituous  liquors  might,  in  a  great  degree,  afFedl 
fome  part  of  the  civil-lift  revenues,  his  Majefty,  for  ^ 

the  lake  of  remedying  fo  great  an  evil  as  was  in- 
tended by  that  biU  to  be  prevented  did  confent  to 
accept  any  other  revenue  of  equal  value,  to  be  fet- 
tled and  apfNTopriated  in  lieu  of  his  intereft  in  the 
faid  duties.  The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
conligned  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  but 
that  for  limiting  the  nunaber  of  officers  in  the  Houfe, 
of  Commons  was  thrown  out  at  the  fecond  read- 
ing. Petitions  againft  the  bill  touching  the  retail- 
of  fpirituous  liquors,  were  prefented  by  the  traders 
to  the  Britifli  fugar  colonies,  by  the  merchants  of 
Briftol  and  Liverpool,  reprefenting  the  hardfhips  . 
to  which  they  would  be  .expofed  by  a  law  whiclf 
amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  rum  and  fpirits  dif- 
tilled  from  melafles.  In  confequence  of  thefe  re- 
monftrances,  a  mitigating  plaiafe  was  inferted,  in 
favour  of  the  compoiition  known  by  the  name  of 
punch>  and  diftillers  were  permitted  to  exercife  any 
other  employment.  The  fum  of  feventy  thoufand 
pomxds  was  voted  for  making  good  the  deficiencies 
that  might  liappen  in  the  civil-lift  by  this  bill,  which 

at 
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B  o  OKSt  length '  paffed  through  the  Houfe,  though  not 
l^'  without  reiterated  difputes  and  warm  altercation. 
i7j6.  Violent  oppofition  was  likewife  made  to  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  who  offered 
a  petition,  reprefenting,  that  though  from  motives 
of  confcience  they  refbfed  the  pa}Tiient  of  tithes, 
church-rates,  oblatiorts,  and  eccleliaftical  dues,  they 
were  expofed  to  grievous  fufFerings  by  profecution  in 
the  Exchequer,  ecclefiaftical,  and  other  Courts,  to 
the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons,  and  the  ruin  of 
them  and  their  families.  A  bill  being  prepared  for 
their  relief,  was  read  and  printed :  then  petitions 
were  prefen-ed  againft  it  by  the  clergy  of  Middlefex, 
and  of  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Coun- 
fel  was  heard  in  behalf  of  thofe  petitioners,  and  feve- 
ral  alterations  propofed  in  the  bill,  which  after  long 
,  '  and  repeated  debates  furmounted  all  oppofition,  and' 
was  fent  up  to  the  Lords.  ' 

§  XXX.  In  the  month  of  February  the  King 
had  fent  two  members  of  the  privy-council  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  a  meflage,  propofing  a  mar- 
riage between  his  Royal  Highnefs  and  the  Princefs 
.  of  SaxegQtha.  The  propofal  being  agreeable  to  the 
Prince,  the  marriage  was  celebrated  on  the  twenty-- 
feventh  day  of  April.  Upon  this  occafion  Mr.  ^ul- 
teney  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  to  his 
Majefly,  and  was  fupported  by  Mr.  George  Lytttel- 
ton  anil  Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  feized  this  oppor- 
tunity of  pronouncing  elegant  panegyricks  on  the 
J^rince  of  Wales  and  his  amiable  confort.  Thefe 
two  young  members  foon  diftinguilhed  thcmfelvcs 
in  the  Houfe  by  their  eloquence  and  fuperior  talents. 
The  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  afterwards  conveit- 
ed  to  a  bill  for  the  preventing  of  fmuggling ;  and 
another  for  explaining  the  a6l  for  the  more  efft(51ual 
preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  eledlion  of 
members  to  ferve  in  Parliament.  Both  made  their 
way  through  the  Lower  Houfe,  and  were  fent  up  to 
the  Lords  for. their  concurrenct.    The  number  of 

lan^ 


G  E  O  R  G  E  '  II.  55p 

land-forces  voted  for    the   fervice  of  the  currrentCK  ap, 
year  was  reduced  to  feventeen  thoufand  feven  hun-^^^^^^ 
dred  and  four  efFe<ftive  men.     The  fupplies  wei:e^^*^7736r 
raifed  by  the  malt-tix,  and  land-tax  at  two  (hillings 
in  the  pound,    additional  duties  on  mum,    cidcr^ 
and  perry,  ftamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper ; 
and  by  an  a6l  empowering  his  Majefty  to  borrow  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  the  finking-fund.     In 
this  feffion  the  Parliament  repealed  the  old  ftatutea 
of  England  and  Scotland  againft  conjuration,  witch- 
craft and  dealing  with  evil  fpirits.     The  Commons 
likewife  prepared  a  bill  to  rellrain  the  difpofition  of 
lands  in  mortmain,  whereby  they  became  unalien- 
able.    Againft  this  meafure  petitions  were  prefented 
by  the  two  univerfities,  the  colleges  of  Eton,  Win- 
chefter,  and  Weftminfter,  and  divers  hofpitils  that 
fubfifted  by  charitable  donations.     In  favour  of  the 
univerfities    and    colleges    a   particular    exempting 
claufc  was   inferted.      Several    other    amendments 
were  made  in  the  bill,  which  pafl^ed  through  both 
Houfes,   and  obtained  the  Royal    afl!ent.     Among  • 
the  2^6ls  pafied  in  this  fefliion,  was  one  for  naturaliz- 
ing her  Royal  Highnefs    the  Princefs  of  Wales ; 
and  another  for  building  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Thames 
from  New  Palace-Yard,  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter, 
to  the  oppofite  (hore  in  the  county  of  Surrey.     The 
points  chiefly  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  were 
the  addrefs  of  thanks  for  his  Majefty's  fpeech^  the 
Mortmain  bill,  the  Quakers'  bill,  whidi  was  thrown 
out,  and  that  for  the  prevention  of  fmuggling,  which         \ 
did  not  pafs  without  divifion  and  protefi.     On  the        .    . 
twentieth  day  of  May  tlie  King  clofed  the  fefllon 
with  a  fpecch,  in  which  he  told  both  Houfes,  that  a 
further  convention  touching  the  execution  of  the 

f)reliminaries,  had  been  made  and  communicated  to 
lim  by  the  Emperor  and  Moft  Chriftian  King: 
and  that  negociations  were  carrying  on  by  the  feve- 
ral  powers  engaged  in  the  late  war,  in  order  to  fettle 
>a  general  pacification.     He  exprefied  great, concern 

at 
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B  o  o  Kat  feeing  fuch  feeds  of  diflatis&dHon  fown  among  his 
^J"^„,^  people :  he  protefted  it  was  his  defire,  and  ihould 
1736.    be  his  care,  to  preferve  the  prefent  conflitution  in 
Church  and  State,  as  by  law  eftabUftied:  he  ic- 
commended  hartnony  and  mutual  affedion  among 
all  proteftants  of  the  nation,  as  the  great  fecurity  of 
that  happy  eflablifhment :  and  iignified  his  inten- 
tion to  vmt  his  German  dominions.     Accordingly, 
the  Parliament  was  no  fooner  prorogued  than  he  fet 
put  for  Hanover,  after  hiving  appointed  the  Queen 
.  Regent  in  his  abfence. 

§^XXXI.  Such  a  degree  of  licentioufnefs  pre- 
vailed over  the  whole  nation,  that  the  kingdom  was 
filled  with  tumult  and  riots,  which  might  have  been 
prevented  by  proper  regulations  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment in  a  due  execution  of  the  laws.  The  moft  re- 
markable of  thefe  diilurbances  happened  at  Edin- 
burgh, on  the  feventh  day  of  September.  John 
Porteous,  who  comjnanded  the  guard  paid  by  that 
city,  a  man  of  brutal  difpofition  and  abandoned 
mcH'als,  had,  at  the  execution  of  a  fmu^ler,  been 
provoked  by  fome  infiilts  from  the  populace  to  or- 
'  der  his  men,  without  uling  the  previous  formalities 
of  the  law;  to  fire  with  (hot  among  the  crowd ;  by 
which  precipitate  order  feveral  innocent  perfons  loft 
their  lives.  Porteous  was  tried  for  murder,  con- 
vidled,  and  received  fentence  of  death;  but  the 
Queen,  as  guardian  of  the  realm,  thought  proper  to 
indulge  him  witli  a  reprieve.  The  common  peo- 
ple of  Edinburgh  refentcd  this  lenity  {hewn  to  a 
criminal,  who  was  the  objedt  of  their  deteftation. 
'  They  remembered  that  pardons  had  been  granted  to 
divers  mihtary  deUnquents  in  that  country,  who  had 
been  condemned  by  legal  trial.  They  feemed  to 
think  thofe  were  encouragements  to  opprefiion :  they 
were  fired  by  a  national  jealoufy :  they  were  ftimu^ 
lated  by  the  relations  and  friends  of  thofe  who  had 
been  murdered ;  and  they  refolved  to  wreak  tlieir 
vengeapce  on  the  4uthor  of  that  tragedy,  by  de- 
priving 


Eriyln^^iitl'of  llFc  on  theVrty  day  whifcTi  the  Judgesc  H  A  p* 
ad'fibted  ftJr'his^execuHdn.-  Thus  dcteriftined,  they      '^^r. 
aflithBfc9'ln*ffeifent  bodies,  about  ten' o'clock  at  *'^^^^|^- 
liighL  "'I'hey  blocked  'Up  the  gates  of  ^he  city,  to    ' 
pr^€*n¥  the  adrtiTffiofi  of  the  troops  that  were  quaur-  ^ 

teiW"(rr"¥K6rubiirb3.   'They  fUfprized  and  difarmed 
the'i:?)wh-guards  :  they  broke  open  the  prifon  doors  ;•  '" 
dragged Tftrte6us  from  thence  to  the  place  of  exe-  •  ^ 
cufion  *-  ahdj*  leaving  hlfti  hanging  by  the  neck  on  a' 
dyer^spole,^ quietly  diiperfcd  to  their  fevefal  habi- 
tations. .  This  exploit  was  performed  with  fuch  con-   ' 
du(?l- and"  deliberation  as  feftmed   to   be  the  refult 
of  a  phn  formed  by  fome  perfons  of  confcqilence ; 
it,  therefore,   became  the  objeA  of  a  very  fevere 
inquiiy.       •  \ 

§  XXXn.  During  this  fummer  a  rupture  h^- 

f)ened  between  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians,  which 
aft  reduced  the  city  of  Afoph  on  the  Black  Sea, 
and  over-ran  the  greatcft  part   of  Crim  Tartary. 
The  Czarina  declared  war  againft  the  Ottoman  Port'c, 
becaufe  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea  had  made  incur- 
fions  upon  her  frontiers ;  and,  when  (he  complained 
of  thefe  diforders  to  the  Vizir,  (he  received  no  fa- 
tisfew5tonj  befides,  a  large  body  of  Tartars  had,  by 
order  of  that  minifter,  marched  through  the  Ruffian  • 
provinccs'in  defpite  of  the  Emprefs,  and  committed 
terrible  havock  in  their  route.     The  Emperor  was 
obliged  to  engage  as  a  party  in  this  war,  by  a  trer-ty 
ofFerilive  and  defenfive,  which  he  had  ntsuiy  years 
before  concluded  with  the  Czarina.     Yet,  before  he 
declared  himfelf,  he  joined  the  Maritime  Powers  in 
offirihg'his  mediation  to  thi^  Sultan,* 'who  was  very 
well  difpofed  to  peace  ^,  but  the  Czarina  inlifted^upon  > 
her  retaining  Afoph,  which  her  forces  had  reduced  ;  ' 
and*  'thi^  preliminary  article  being  rejected,  as  dis- 
honourable td'the  Ottoman  empire,  the  'Gourft  ♦of^ 
Vienha  began  to  make  preparations  for  War.i    By 
this  tint*  all  the  belligerent  Powers  in  Italy*  had  i 
agreed  to  the  preliminaries  of  peace  cottolud^  ?be-' v 
VOL.  lu  O  o         .  tween 
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BOOK  twecn  the  Emperor  and  France.     The  Efuke  of  Lor- 

^i-  raine  had  efpoufed  the  Emperor's  eldeft  daughter, 
*^^'^  the  Archduchefs  Maria  Therefa,  and  ceded  Lorraine 
to  France,  even  before  he  fucceeded  to  Tufcany. 
Don  Carlos  was  crowned  King  of  Sicily  :  Staniflaus 
abdicated  the  Crown  of  Poland ;  and  Auguftus  was 
univerfally  acknowledged  Sovereign  of  that  king- 
dom. The  preliminaries  were  approved  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  Diet  of  the  Empire :  the  King  of 
Spain  fent  orders  for  his  troops  to  evacuate  Tufcany ;. 
and  the  provinces  in  Italy  yielded  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auiiria.  Prince  Eugene,  who  had  managed  the  in- 
terell  of  the  Emperor  on  this  occalion,  did  not  live 
to  fee  the  happy  fruits  of  this  negociation.  He  died 
at  Vienna,  in  April,  at  the  age  of  feventy-threc, 
leaving  behind  him  the  chara6ier  of  an  invincible 
*  hero  and  confummate  pohtician.  He  was  not  long 
furvived  by  Count  Staremberg,  another  Imperial 
General  who  ranked  next  to  the  Prince  in  mili- 
tary reputation.  About  the  fame  time  Great-Britain 
fuftained  a  national  lofs  in  the  death  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Talbot,  whoj  by  his  worth,  probity,  and  ac- 
quired accomplifhments,  had  dignified  the  great 
.  office  to  which  he  had  been  raifed.  He  died  uni- 
verfally lamented,  in  the  month  of  February,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two ;  and  was  fucceeded  on  the  Bench 
by  Lord  Hardwicke. 

§  XXXIII.  The  King  being  indlfpofed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  been  fatigued  by  a^very  tempef- 
tuous  paflage  from  Hcdland,  the  Parliament  u-as 
prorogued  from  the  twenty-fird  day  of  January  to 
the  firft  of  February,  and  then  the  feffion  was  opened 
by  commiflion.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  as  one  of 
the  Peers  authorifed  by  this  commiffion,  made  a 
ipeech  in  his  Majefty's  name  to  bothHoufes.  With 
refj)e(?l  to  foreign  affairs,  he  told  them,  that  the  rc- 
fpedliye  a6ls  of  ceflion  being  exchanged,  and  orders 
given. for  the  evacuation  and  pofleflion  of  the  feveral 
countries  and  places  by  the  Powers  concerned,  ac- 
*   6,  f ,  cording 
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Cording  to  the  allotment  and  difpofition  of  the  pre- gh  a  p.. 
liminary  articles,  t)ie  great  work  of  re-eftabliflhing  ^ 
the  general  tranquillity  was  far  advanced  :  that,  how-  ,  ,7^ 
ever,  commori  prudence  called  upon  them  to  be 
very  attentive  to  the  final  conclufion  of  the  new  fet- 
tiement.  He  faid,  his  Majefty  could  not  without 
furprize  and  concern  obferve  the  many  contrivances 
and  attempts  carried  on,  in  various  fhapes,  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  nation,  tomultuoufly  to  refift 
and  obftruiSl  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to  vio- 
late the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He  obfervcd,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  height  to  which  thefe  auda* 
cious  pra6lices  might  rife,  if  not  timely  fupjwefled, 
afforded  a  melancholy  profpedl,  and  required  parti- 
cular attention,  left  they  fhould  afFedl  private  perfons 
in  the  quipt  enjoyment  of  their  property,  as  well  as 
the  general  peace  and  good  order  of  the  whole. 
After  the  Commons  had  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  and 
heard  counfel  on  fome  controverted  elections,  they 
proceeded  to  take  the  fupply  into  confideration. 
.They  voted  ten  thoufand  men  for  the  fea-fervice. 
They  continued  for  the  land-fervice  the  fame  num- 
ber they  had  maintained  in  times  of  tranquilUty, 
amounting  to  feventeen  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and 
four :  but  this  meafure  was  not  adopted  without  op- 
pofition ;  the  money  was  raifed  by  the  land  and  malt- 
taxes,  reinforced  with  one  million  granted  out  of  the 
iinking-fund. 

^  XXXIV.  The  chief  fubjecSl  of  contention^  that 
prefented  itfelf  in  the  courfe  of  this  fefiion,  was  a 
motion  which  Mr.  Pulteney  made  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  fettle  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a-year  upon  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  He  repreiented  that  -fuch  provifion  was 
conformable  to  the  practice  of  ancient  time :  that  - 
what  he  propofed  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  prefent 
Majefty  in  the  life-time  of  his  father ;  and  that  a 
fettlement  of  this  nature  was  reafonable  and  necefFary 
to  afcertain  the  independency  of  the  apparent  Heir 
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R  o  o  Kto  die  Crown*    The  motioa  was  vigoroufly  oppofed 
^^J*      by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  as  an  encroachment  on  the 
I736.    prerogative;   as  an  officious  intermeddling  in  the 
King*s  &mily  aflkirs;   and  as  an  effort  to  fet  his 
Majefly  and  the  Prince  at  variance.     But  a  mifun- 
derftanding,  it  feems,  had  already  happened  in  the 
Royal  Family.     TheMinifter  in  the  midft  of  his 
harangue  told  the  Houfe,  by  his  Majefty*s  command, 
that  on  the  precedmg  day  the  King  had  fcnt  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  Prince  byfeveral  noblemen  of  the  firft 
quality,  importing,  that  his  Majcfty  had  given  order 
for  fettling  a  jointure  upon  the  Princefs  of  Wales, 
fuitable  to  her  high  rank  and  dignity,  which  he  would 
in  a  proper  time  lay  before  Parliament,  in  order  to 
be  rendered  more  ccrt^n    and  effe<3:ual :  that,  al- 
though his  Royal  Highnefs  had  not  thought  fit,  by 
any  application  to  his  Majcfty,  ta  deiire  that  his  al- 
lowance of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  might  be  rendered 
lefs  precarious,  the  King,  to  prevent^ the  bad  confe- 
duences  which  he  apprehended  might  follow  from 
the  undutifiil  meafures  which  his  Majefl:y  was  in- 
formed the  Prince  had  been  advifcd  to  purfue,  would 
grant  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  for  his  Majefty's  life, 
3ie  faid  fifty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  if- 
fued  out  of  the  civil-litt  revenues,  over  and  above 
the  Prince's  revenues  arifing  from  the   duchy  of 
Cornwall,  which  his  Majcfty  thought  a  very  com- 
petent   allowance,    confidering  his  own    numerous 
iflue,  and  the  great  expence  which  did  and  muft  ne- 
cefl[arily  attend  an  honourable  provifion  for  the  whole 
Royal  Family  :  that  the  Prince,  by  a  verbal  anfwer, 
defired  their  Lordihips  to  lay  him  with  all  humility 
at  his  Majefty's  feet :  to  aflTure  him  that  he  did,  and 
ever  (hould,  retain  the  utmoft:  duty  for  his  Royal 
Perfon  :  that  he  was  very  thankful  for  any  inftance 
of  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  to  him  or  to  the  Princefs, 
and  particularly  for  his  Majefty*s  gracious  intention 
of  fettling  a  jointure  upon  her  Royal  Highnels  ;  but 
that,  as  to  the  meflage,  the  af&ir  was  now  out  of  his 
2  hands. 
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hands,  and,  therefore,  he  could  give  noanf\yer  toe  ha  P. 
it ;  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  afterwards  ufed  many      ^* 
dutiful  exprcflions   towards, his  Majefty;    adding, '""'^J^J^ 
•^  Indeed,  my  Lords,  it  is  in  other  hands,  and  I  am 
"  forry  for  it  ;**  or  words  to  that  t{k&.     Sir  Robert 
Walpole  then  endeavoured  to  demonftrate,  that  th^ 
annual  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  as  much  as 
the  King  could  afford  to  allow  for  the  Prince's  main- 
tenance;  and  he  expatiated  upon  the  bad  confe- 
quences  that  might  enfue,  if  the  Son  fhould  be  ren- 
dered altogether  independent  of  the  Father. 

^  XXXV.  Thefe  fuggeition^  did  not  pafs  un-. 
aniwered.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  aflerted,  that 
the  Parliament  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  crea- 
tion or- maintenance  of  a  Prince  of  Wales;  and  that 
in  the  cafe  of  Richard  IL  who,  upon  the  death  of 
his  father,  the  Black  Prince,  was  created  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  confequence  of  an  addrefs  or  petitipn 
from  Parliament,  that  meafure  was  in  all  probability 
direfted  by  the  King  himfelf.  -  In  anfwer  to  this  af-  • 
fertion  it  was  obferved,  that  probably  the  King  would 
not  have  been  fo  fon^ard  in  creating  his  grandfon 
Prince  of  Wales,  if  he  had  not  been  forced  into  this 
ftep  by  his  Parliament ;  for  Edward  in  his  old  age 
fell  into  a  fort  oS  love  dotage,  and  gave  himfelf  en- 
tirely up  to  the  management  of  his  miflrefs,  Alice 
Pierce,  and  his  fecond  fon,  the  Duke  of  Lancafter ; 
a  circiimflance  that  raifed  a  moft  reafonable  jealouly 
in  the  Black  Prince,  at  that  time  on  hisdeath-becf, 
who  could  not  but  be  anxious  about  the  fafety  and 
right  of  his  only  fon,  whom  he  found  he  was  foon 
to  leave  a  child  in  the  hands  of  a  doating  grand- 
father and  an  ambitious  afpiring  uncle.  The  fup- 
porters  of  the  morion  obferved,  that  the  allowance 
of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  not  fuf&cient  to  defray 
the  Prince's  yearly  expence,  without  allotting  one 
(hiUing  for  a^s  of  charity  and  munificence;  and 
that  the  feveral  dejdudions  for  land-taxes  and  fees 
reduced  it  to  forty-three  thoufand  pounds.    They 

affirmed^ 
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BOOK  affirmed,  that  his  whole  income,  including  the  re- 
^^^^^fj^"     venues  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  did  not  exceed 
1736.    fifty-two   thoufand    pounds  a-year,  though,  by  his 
Majefty*s  own  regulation,  the  expence  of  the  Prince's 
houfehold  amounted  to  fixty-three  thoufand.     They 
proved,  that  the  produce  of  the  civiHift  exceeded 
.   nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  a  fum  above  one 
hundred    thoufand    pounds  a-year  more   than  was 
enjoyed  by  his  late  Majefly ;  and  that,  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  late  King,  the  whole  expence  of  his  houfehold 
and  civil  government  did  not  much  exceed    four 
.  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a-year.     They 
©bfer/ed,  that  the  Parliament  added  one  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  pounds  annually  for  ads  of  cha-. 
rity  and  bounty,  together  with  the  article  of  fecret- 
fervice  money ;  and  allowed  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Prince  of  Wales : 
that  the  article  of  fecret-fervice  money  had  prodi- 
gioufly  increafed  in  the  late  reign :  by  an  account 
which  happened  to  be  laid  before  the  Parliament, 
it  appeared  that  vaft  fums  of  money  had  been  given 
for  purpofes  which  nobody  underftood,  and  to  per- 
fons  whom  nobody  knew.     In  the  beginning  of  the 
followir:g  felTion  feveral  members  propofed  that  this 
extraordinary  account  fliould  be  taken  into  confider- 
ation  ;  but  the  inquiry  was  warded  ofF  by  the  other 
'    party,  who  declared  that  the  Parliament  could  not 
examine  any  account  which  had  been  prefented  to 
a  former  feffion.     The  debate  was  fierce  and  long ; 
and  ended  in  a  divifion,  by  which  the  motion  was 
reje<^ed.     A  motion  of  the  fame  nature  was  made 
by  Lord  Carteret  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
rife  to  a  very  keen  difpute,  maintained  by  the  fame 
arguments,  and  iflTuing  in  the  fame  termination. 

§  XXXVI.  The  next  remarkable  conteft  was  oc- 
cafoned  by  a  motion  of  Sir  R.  Walpole,  who  pro- 
pofed the  iLim  of  one  million  fhouid  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  towards  redeeming  the  like  fum  of 
the  increaled  capital  of  the  South-fea  Company^ 

com* 
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commonly  called  iSouth-fea  Annuities.  SeveralcHAF. 
members  argued  for  the  expediency'  of  applying ^^7;^^ 
this  fum  to  the  payment  of  the  debfdue  to 'the  ,735: 
Bank,  as  part  of  that  incumbrance  was'faddled  \vith 
an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  whereas  theintereft  paid 
for  the  other' fums  that  eonftititted  the  publick  debt 
did  riot  exceed  four  per  cent.  Many  plaOTble  afgu-* 
mcnts  were  offered  on  both  fides  of  the"  queftion ; 
and  at  length  the  motion  was  carried  injfhe  affirma-- 
tive.  The  Hpufe  having  refolyed  itfelf 'into  a  com- 
mittee to  confider  of  the  national  debt/  Sir  John 
Barnard  made  a  motion,  *fdr  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
raife  money  either  by  the  fale  of  annuities,  or  by 
borrowing  at  an  intereft  hot '  exceeding  three  per 
cent.,  to  be  applied  toward  fedeerhing  the  South- 
fea  annuities  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  annuitants, 
as  fhould  be  inclined  to  fubfcribe  their  refpe6live 
annuities,  Ihould  be  preferred  to  all  others.  He 
faid,  that  eVen  thofe  publick  fecurities  which  bore 
an  intereft  of  three  per  cent,  only  were  fold  at  a  pre- 
mium in  Change- Alley :  he  was,  therefore,  per- 
fuaded,  that  all  thofe  who  were  willing  to  give  a 

i)remium  for  a  three  per  cent,  fecurity  would  gladly 
end  their  money  to  tne  government  at  the  fame  in- 
tereft, fhouid  books  of  iubfcription  be  opened  for 
that  ptirpofe^  with  an  aflurance  that  no  part  of  the 
principal  fliould  be  paid  off  for  fourteen  yeats.  He 
expktiated  6n  the  national  advantages  that  would 
accrue  from  a  fedudtion  of  intefefi.  Frorrt  eafy  and  "^ 
obvious  calculations  he  inferred,  that  in  a  very  little 
lime  the  intereft  upon  all  the  South-fea  annuities 
would  be  reduced  from  four  to  three  per  cent,  with- 
out any  danger  to  publick  credit,  or  breach  of  pub- 
lick faith  :  that  then  the  produce  of  the  finking-fund 
would  amount  to  fourteen  hundred  tboufanc^  pounds 
per  annum,  to  be  applied  only  towards  redeeming 
th^  capital  of  the  feveral  trading  companies :  he 
proved  that  this  meafure  would  bring  every  one  of 
them  fo  much  uithin  the  power  of  Parliament,  that 

they 
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BOO  Kthey  would  be  glad  to  accept  of  three  per  cent,  in- 
^'-      tcreft  on  any  reafonable  terms ;  in  which  cafe  the 

^"^^T^^finking-f^^  would  rife  to  one  million  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  Then  the  Parliament 
might  venture  to  annihilate  one  half  of  it,  by  freeing 
the  people  from  the  taxes  upon  coals,  candles,  foap, 
leather,  arui  other  fuch  impofitions  as  laid  heavy  upon 
the  poor  labourers  and^manufafturcrs:  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  finking-fund  might  be  applied  to- 
wards the  difcharge  of  thofe  annuities  and  publick 
debts  which  bore  an  intereft  of  three  per  cent,  only, 
and  afterwards  towards  diminifhing  the  capitals  of  the 
feveral  trading  companies  till  the  term  of  fourteen 
years  (hould  be  expired rthen  the  (inking-fund  would 
again  amount  to  above  a  million  yearly,  which  would 
be  fufRcient  for  paying  them  off,  and  freeing  the  na^ 
tion  entirely  from  all  its  incumbrances.  This  falu- 
tary  fcheme  was  violently  opppfed  by  Alderman 
Heathcote,  and  other  partifans  of  the  miniftry  s  yet 
all  their  objedions  were  refuted ;  and,  in  order  to 
defeat  the  project,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  artifice.  Mr.  Winningtoq  moved,  that  all  the 
publick  creditors,  as  well  as  the  South-fea  annui- 
tants, fhould  be  comprehended.  Sir  John  Barnard 
demonflrated,  that  it  might  be  eafy  for  the  govern- 
ment to  borrow  money  at  three  per  cent,  fufficient 
for  paying  off  fuch  of  the  proprietors  of  four-and- 
twenty  millions  as  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  that 
intereft;  but  J  t  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  bor- 
row enough  to  fatisfy  the  proprietors  of  four-and- 
forty  millions,  who  might  cnoofe  to  have  their  prin- 
cipal rather  than  fuch  an  iptereft.  Neverthelefs 
refolutions  were  founded  on  this  and  other  altera- 
tions of  the  original  fcheme  ;  and  a  bill  was  imme- 
diately prepared.  It  produced  many  other  debates^ 
and  was  at  lafl  ppftponed  by  dint  of  minifterial  in- 
fluence. The  fame  venerable  patriot,  who  projedled 
this  fcheme,  moved  that,  as  foon  as  the  intereft  of 
4II  the  nation^vl  redpemabl^  debt  ihoukl  be  reduced 

to 


to  three  pec  cent,  the  Houfe  would  take  off  foibec  b  ap« 
i){  the  hc^vy  taxes  which  opprefled  the  poor  and,^^J^^,^^ 
the  manufiu^urers ;    but  this  motion  was  reje£led    ^i^ 
by  the  majority.  * 

\  XXXVII.  The  laft  difputes  of  this  feffion  were  An.  mj. 
pxcited  by  a  bill  fent  down  from  the  Lords  for 
pvinifhing  the  nc^giftrates  and  city  of  Edinbuigb^  oa 
account  of  the  murder  of  John  Porteoua.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  feffion  Lord  Carteret  recapitulated 
the  feveral  tumults  and  riots  which  had  lately  hap^ 
p^ned  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom*  He  par^ 
ticularly  infilled  upon  the  atrocious  murder  of  Cap- 
tain Porteous^  as  a  flagrant  infult  upon  the  govern* 
ment^  and  a  violation  of  the  pubUck  peace,  to  much 
the  more  dangerous,  as  it  feemed  to  have  been  pon-f 
certed  and  executed  with  deliberation*  and  decency^ 
He  fufpe6led  that  fome  citizens  of  Edinburgh  had 
been  concerned  in  the  m«rder ;  not  only  from  this 
circumftance,  but  likewife  becaufe,  notwithftanding 
the  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds,  which  had  been 
offered  by  proclamation  for  the  difcovcry  of  any  per- 
fon  who  aaed  in  that  tragedy,  not  one  individual 
had  as  yet  been  detected.  He  feemed  to  think  that 
the  magiftrates  had  encouraged  the  riot,  and  that  the 
city  had  forfeited  its  charter ;  and  he  propofed  a 
minute  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of  the  affain 
He  was  feconded  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  the 
Barl  of  Hay ;  though  this  laft  nobleman  different  in 
opinion  with  him  in  refpeift  to  the  charter  of  the 
city,  which,  he  faid,  could  not  be  juftly  forfeited  by  * 
the  fault  of  the  m^giftracy.  The  Lords  refolved. 
That  the  Wgifl  rates  and  other  perfons  from  whom 
they  might  obtain  the  neceffary  information  con- 
cerning thi?  riot  ftiould  be  ordered  to  attend  ;  and. 
That  an  addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty 
defiring  that  the  diiSsient  accounts  and  papers  re- 
lating to  the  murder  of  Captain  Porteous  might  be 
fubmittcd  to  the  perulal  of  the  Houfe.  Thefe  do- 
cunien):^  Wmg  accordingly  examined^  and  all  the 

witneile^ 
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3  O  OKwitnc/&^  amvefl)  indiiai'iig  three  Scottifh  judges, 
.^J^vk  debate  afoii  ^bout  tlie  tnariner  in  v^^hich  thefc  laft 
^37.  ibould'*'  be  infcfrbgated,  whethef  at  the'  bar,  at  the 
table,  or  on  the  woolfacks.  Some  Scottifh  Lords 
.  .  aflertedytfeat-they  had  a  right  to  be  ftated  next  to 
the  judge^s  of  England  :  biit  after  a  long  debate  this 
claim  ^a©  Td}€fldd,  and^'^the  judgefe  df  Scotland  ap- 
peared at  .the  bar  in  their  rbbes,  A  bill  wife  brought 
in  to  difdblel  Alexander  Wilfon,  Efqiiire,  Lord 
Provofl  of  Edinburgh;  from  efnjoyinor' any  office  or 
place  of  magiftracy  in-  the  city  of  "Edinburgh,  or 
elfewhfere- -in  Great-Britain  5  for  imprifi^ning  th^e  faid 
Alexander  Wilfon  ;  fb'fabolifhing  the  guard  of  that 
city;  arid  for  taking  -away  'the  gates  of  the  Nether- 
Bow-Port,  fo  as  to  bpen  a  communication  between 
the  city  and  the  fuburbs,-  in  which  the-King*s  troops 
are  quartered.  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  in  arguing 
againft  this  bill,-  faid  hc-^oiitd  not  think  of  a  pro- 
ceeding more  harfh  or  unprecedented  than  the  pre- 
fent,.  as  he  believed  there  was  no  inflance  of  the 
whole  weight  of  Parliamentary  indignation^,  for  fuch 
he  called  a  proceeding  by  a  bill  ex'foJtfaSlo^  falling 
upon  any  fingle  perfon,  far  lefs  upon-  any  conimu- 
nity  for  crimes  that-  were  within  the  roach  of  the 
inferior- courts -of  juftice:  for  this  reafon  he  obfervcd, 
that,  if  the  Lord'  Provoft  and  citizens  of  Edinburgh 
(hould':fufFer  in 'the  terms  of  the  prefent  bill,  they 
would. fulfer  by  a  cruel,  unjuft,  and  fantaflical  pro- 
ceeding ;  a  proceeding  of  which  the  word  ufe  might 
be  made,  if  ever  the  nation  fhould  have  the  mif- 
fortune  .  to  fell  under  a  partial,  felf-interefied 
adminiftration.  He  told  them  he  fat  ih  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland  when  that  part  of  the  treaty 
of  Union  relating  to  the  privileges  of  the  royal 
burghs  was  fettled  on  the  feme-  footing  as  reli- 
gion ;  that  is,  they  were  made  unalterable  by  any 
fubfequent  Parliament -of  Grtat^Britain.  Notwith- 
fianding:  the .  eloquencae  and  warmth  of  his  remon- 
ftrance,  the.  bill  .was  fent  dowii  -to   the  Houfe  of 
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Commons^   where  it   produced    a  violent   conteft^cHAP, 
The  Commons  let  on  foot  a  fevere  fcrutiny  into  the      v- 
particular  circumftances  that  preceded  and  attended '"^JI^T*^ 
the  murder  of  Porteous :  from  the  examination  of 
the  witnefles  it  appeared  that  no  freeman  or  citizen 
of  Edinburgh  was  concerned  in  the  riot,  which  was 
chiefly  compofed  of  country  people,  excited  by  the 
relations  of  fome  unhappy  perfons  whom  Porteous 
and  his  men  had  flain  at  the  execution  of  the  fmug- 
gler ;  and  thefe  were  aflifled  by  prentice-boys  and 
the  loweft  clafs  of  vagabonds  that  happened  to  be  at 
Edinburgh  :  that  the  Lord  Provoft  had  taken  all  the 
precautions  to  prevent  mifchief  that  his  reflection 
fuggefted :  that  he  even  cxpofed  his  peffon  to  the 
rage  of  the  multitude,  in  his  endeavour  to  difperfe- 
them ;  and  that,  if  he  had  done  amifs,  he  erred  from 
want  of  judgment  rather  than  from  want  of  incli- 
nation to  protedl  the  unhappy  Portebus.     It  likewife 
appeared  that  Mr.  Lindiay,    member  for  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  had  gone  in  perfon  to  General  Moyle,. 
Commander  of  the  forces  in  North-Britain,  informed 
him  of  the  riot,  implored,  his  immediate  afliftance, 
,  and  promifed  to  condu6l  his  troops  into  the  city; 
and  that  his  fuit  was  reje6led,  becaufe  he  could  not 
produce  a  written  order  from  the  magiftracy,  which 
he  neither  could  have  obtained,  in  luch  confufion,. 
nor  ventured  to  carry  about  his  perfon  through  the 
midft  of  3n  enraged  populace.     The  Scottifh  mem- 
bers exerted  themlelves  with  unconamon  vivacity  in 
defence  of  their  capital.     They  were  joined  by  Sit         ' 
John  Barnard,  Lord .  Cornbury,  Mr.  Shippen,  and 
Mr.  Oglethorpe.     Lord  Pojworth  declared,  that  if 
any  gentleman  would  fliow  where  one  argument  in 
the  charge  againft  the  Lord  Provoft  and  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  had  been  proved,  he  would  that  iriftant 
give  his  vote  for  the  commitment  of  the  bill.     He 
laid,  if  gentlemen  would  lay  their  hands  upon  their 
hearts,  and  alk  themfelves,  whether  they  would  have 
voted  in  this  manner  had  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh 

been 
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BOO  Kbeen  that  pf  the  city  of  Briftol,  York,  or  Norwich, 

^"*     he  was  pcrfuadcd  they  would  have  required  that 

■737'    every  tittle  of  the  charge  againft  them  Ihould  have 

been  fully  and  undeniably  proved.     Some  amend* 

ments  and  mitigations  being  inferted  in  the  bill,  it 

'      pafled  the  Houfe,  was  fent  back  fo  the  Lords,  who 

agreed  to  the  alterations,    and    then  received  the 

Royal  aflent. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  next  effort  of  the  minifter  was 
obliquely  levelled  at  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which 
it  was  much  for  his  intereft  to  abridge.  The  errors 
of  his  condu6t,  the  myftery  of  that  corruption  which 
he  had  fo  fuccefsfuUy  reduced  to  a  fyftem,  and  all 
the  blemiihes  of  his  adminiftration,  had  been  ex- 
.  pofed  and  ridiculed,  not  only  in  political  periodical 
writings  produced  by  the  moft  eminent  hands,  but 
likewife  in  a  fucceffion  of  theatrical  pieces,  which 
met  with  uncommon  fuccefs  among  the  people.  He 
either  wanted  judgment  to  diftinguifh  men  of  ge- 
nius, or  could  find  none  that  would  engage  in  his 
fcrvice :  he,  therefore,  employed  a  fet  of  wretched 
authors,  void  of  underftanding  and  ingenuity. 
They  undertook  the  defence  of  his  miniftry,  and 
anfwered  the  animadverfions  of  his  antagonifls. 
The  match  was  fo  extremely  unequal^  that,  initead 
of  juftifying  his  condu6l,  they  cxpofed  it  to  ad- 
ditional ridicule  and  contempt ;  and  he  faw  himfelf 
in  danger  of  being  defpifed  by  the  whole  nation. 
He  rcfolved  to  feize  the  6rft  opportunity  to  choak 
thofe  canals  through  which  the  torrent  of  cenfure 
had  flowed  upon  his  charadler.  The  manager  of  a 
playhoufe  communicated  to  him  a  manufcript  farce, 
intituled,  The  Golden  Rump,  which  was  fraught 
with  treafon  and  abufe  upon  the  government,  and 
had  been  prefented  to  the  flage  for  exhibition. 
This  performance  was  produced  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  The  minifler  defcanted  upon  the  info- 
lence,  the  malice,  the  immoralit)^  and  the  feditious 
calumny,  which  had  been  of  late  propagated  in  thea- 
trical 
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trical  pieces.    A  bill  was  brought  in  to  limit  thec  HAP. 
number  of   playhoufes;    to  fubjedl  all  dramatick      ^• 
writers  to  the  infpedtion  of  the  Lord- Chamberlain;    ,737. 
fuid  to  compel  them  to  take  out  a  licence  for  every 
produ6lion  before    it  could  appear  on  the   ftage.  - 

Notwithftanding    a  vigorous    oppofition,   this   bilf'^^^^'^'V^ 
:)aired  through  both  Houfes  with  extraordinary  dif-.^^^^-- 
jatch,  and  obtained  the  Royal  fan6tion.     In  this  de^  ^^J^  %y,Zilk 
Date  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  diftinguifhed  himfclf  by  '}i$^^^97 

an  excellent  fpeech,  that  will  ever  endear  his  cha- 
racter to  all  the  friends  of  genius  and  literature,  to 
all  thofe  who  are  warmed  with  zeal  for  the  liberties 
of  their  country.  "  Our  ftage  (faid  he)  ought  cer- 
**  tainly  to  be  kept  within  due  bounds ;  but,  for 
^^  this  purpofe,  our  laws  as  they  ftand  at  prefent 
^'  are  fufficient.  If  our  ftage  players  at  any  time 
"  exceed  thofe  bounds,  they  ought  to  be  profecuted ; 
^^  they  may.  be  punifhed.  We  have  precedents,  we 
^'  have  examples  of  perfons  punifhed  for  things  lefs 
"  criminal  than  fome  pieces  which  have  been  lately  e     B 

*^  reprefented :  a  new  law  muft,  therefore,  be  im-  p  [^ 

'^  nec^flary ;  and  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  cannot  be  I     . 

^'  unneceflary  without    being    dangerous.      Every  v  ^  ^ 

-^^  unnecefllary  reftraint  is  a  fetter  upon  the  legs,  is  a  ^  ^ 

"  ihackle  upon  the  hands,  of  liberty.     One  of  the  ^^  - 

"  greateft  bleffings  we  enjoy,  one  of  the  greateft  ^  *  ^ 

'^  bleflings   a    people   can   enjoy,  is  liberty.     But  ^   ' 

^*  every  good  in  this  life  has  its  allay  of  evil.     Li-  ^   ^ 

"  centioufhefs  is  the  allay  of  libert)\     It  is  an  ebul-  <    iv 

"  lition,  an  excrefcence ;  it  is  a  fpeck  upon  the  eye  *^   ^ 

*'  of  the  political  body,  which  I  can  never  touch    "      ■    ^  Y 
^^  but  with  a  gentle,  with  a  trembling  hand ;  left  I  i     j 

"  deftroy  the  body,  left    I  injure  the   eye,  upon  J  ^ 

'^  which  it  is  apt  to  appear.  If  the  ftage  becomes 
*'  at  any  time  licentious,  if  a  play  appears  to  be  a 
"  libel  upon  the  government,  or  upon  any  particu^ 
"  lar  man,  the  King's  courts  are  open ;  the  law  is 
"  fufficient  to  puniih  the  offender.  If  poets  and 
*^  players  are  to  oe  reftrained,  let  them  be  reftrained 
^  ,  "as 
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BOO  K^  as  0th6r  fubjedls  are,  by  the  known  laws  of  their 
^^^^*  country:  if  they  offend,  let  them  be  tried  as  every 
J7J7.  "  Ej^iihmzn  ought  to  be,  by  God  arrd  their 
"  cflptry.  Do  not  let  us  fubje6t  them  to  the  ar- 
"  bitrary  will  and  pleafure  of  any  one  man.  A  power 
.  ^*  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  man  to  judge  and 
*^  determine  without  limitation,  controul,  or  appeal, 
"  is  a  fort  of  power  unknown  to  our  laws,  inconfiflent 
"  with  our  conftitution.  It  is  a  higher,  a  more  abfo- 
^^  lute  power  than  we  truft  even  to  the  King  himfelf ; 
**  and,  therefore,  I  muft  tiiink  we  ought  not  to  veft 
"  any  fuch  power  in  his  Majefty's  Lord-Chamber- 
^^  lain."  His  arguments  had  no  efFe<5t,  though  the 
Houfe  admired  his  lelocution ;  and  the  play-houfc 
bill  pafled  into  a  law.  On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  June 
the  King  made  a  ihort  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament. 
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